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PBISTED  BT  H.  O.  H0U0HT02f  AXO  COXPASTT. 


At  a  Meeting  for  SuflTerings,  of  New  England  Yearly  Meeting  of 
Friends,  held  at  North  Providence,  2d  of  2d  month,  1859 — 
The  reading  of  the  Journal  of  our  late  beloved  friend,  John 
Wilbur,  with  selections  from  his  Correspondence,  having  occupied 
this  Meeting  during  several  previous  sittings,  was  concluded  at  this 
time;  and  believing  that  the  state  of  things  in  the  Society  at  large 
is  such  as  to  call  for  its  publication,  and  that  the  cause  of  Truth 
will  be  promoted  thereby,  the  surviving  children  of  John  Wilbur 
are  left  at  liberty  to  publish  the  same. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting  aforesaid, 

ETHAN   FOSTER,  Clerk  for  this  Ume. 


^  3  3  tf.  &» 
3  fS.i  30.25 
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INTRODUCTION. 


The  biography  herewith  preaeoted  to  the  reader  is  one  of  no  common 
character.  It  is  the  plain  aiiil  uriaysuiiiing,  tliougli  in  some  portions 
self-defensive  narrative,  of  one  who,  after  being  for  many  years  put  in 
trust  with  the  gosipel,  and  highly  esteemed  for  the  work's  sake,  found 
the  latter  years  of  Ids  pilgrimage  and  mini.^lry  fraught  with  uncommon 
exercise  and  trial,  from  the  tmexpected  discovery  of  a  iipirit  at  work  in 
the  Society  to  which  he  belonged,  and  especially  in  the  land  of  our 
forefathers,  lending  to  undermine  it^  original  principles  and  cliaracter — 
a  spirit  which ^  in  its  |)rogi*P:>i«,  though  exposed  and  oppused  by  him  mid 
by  other  faithful  wattdnneu  in  Europe  and  America,  yet,  spreailing 
across  the  Atlantic,  had  power  and  influence  suflicient  to  accomplish  a 
schism  In  the  Society^-of  which  schism^  this  worthy  man  was  an  early 
rictim. 

A  former  heresy,  in  which  the  precious  doctrines  of  the  sonship 
and  atonement  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jc&us  Christ,  and  the  divine 
authority  of  Holy  Scripture,  were  set  at  naught,  !md  found  him  at  his 
post,  in  the  meridian  of  Ufe,  firmly  standing  by  the  ancient  Chris- 
tian faith  of  the  Society,  That  scourge,  however,  had  passed  over 
without  producing  much  devastation  withiu  New  England  Yearly 
Meeting,  or  in  Great  Britain.  But  great  was  hU  distress  and  conflict, 
seversJ  years  later,  in  finding  that  the  eame  spirit  which  had  hitely 
been  leading  astray  into  the  wilderness  of  unl>elief,  was  again  at  work, 
under  a  very  plausible  guise,  drawing  away  nmltitudes  in  the  opposite 
direction,  into  a  dependence  on  man's  wisdom  and  learning,  and  pro- 
ducing a  disrelish  for,  and  departure  from,  the  pure^  deep,  spiritual 
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doctrines  of  those  wLo  bad  been  instrumental,  two  hundred  ^^eiirs  tigo, 
in  gathering  the  Society  in  a  true  experience  ajul  united  acknowledg- 
ment of  "  Christ  witliin,  the  liope  of  glory.'*  He  saw  the  inroads  of 
ihia  second  schiam,  and  it*  tendency  to  bring  in  a  religion  of  "ihe 
letter,"  and  of  outside  show,  in  place  of  that  of  living  experimental 
knowledge—one  of  ease  to  the  fleshly  mind,  instead  of  timt  whii'h  ig 
and  must  be  **  with  burning  and  fuel  of  fire  " — and  being  bold  in  the 
Lord  to  withstimd  it,  he  brought  down  upon  himself  by  his  faitlifulness 
the  hostility  of  those  whose  hackslidhig  was  by  him  constantly  ifstitied 
Against. 

The  story  of  his  persecution  by  false  brethren,  and  of  their  ultimate 
departure,  in  New  England,  into  a  separation  from  sound  Friends,  will 
be  recognized  in  t!ie  future  history  of  the  Society,  as  uDfulding  an 
almost  incredible  page  of  outrage ;  first  upon  the  original  principles  of 
Quakerism,  and  next  upon  privale  rights  and  the  Chriisitian  discipline 
of  the  church.  Wu  may  well  say  ** almost  incredible;"  for  when  we 
consider  all  its  features,  of  irregular  and  tyrannical  proceedings  to 
accomplish  their  determined  object,  we  are  led  to  conclude  that  surely 
such  a  case  u  without  a  parallel  in  Christian  history  outside  of  (he 
dark  walls  of  Komanism.  The  spectacle  of  an  aged  minister  of  the 
gospel,  of  long  acknowledged  worth  and  integrity,  being  for  yeara  pur- 
sued by  the  eonstitnted  aulhorities  of  his  own  Society,  and  ulfimafely 
cast  out  of  their  communion,  on  account  of  his  faithful  testimony,  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  their  own  discipline,  against  pal- 
p:ib!e  innoTations  upon  their  ancient  faith,  might  well  excite  a  doubt  of 
the  correctness  or  impartiality  of  the  delineator,  were  not  his  statements 
borne  out  by  collateral  and  concurrent  testimony  beyond  the  reach  of 
cavil  or  doubt*  The  cumulative  evidence  in  this  case  is  overwhelming, 
and  even  drawn  in  part  from  the  publications  of  the  very  party  con- 
cerned against  him,  as  has  been  shown  in  the  "  Report  of  Philadelphia 
Yearly  Meeting  on  the  Division  in  New  England;*'  and  the  only 
attempt  to  avoid  the  conserjuences  of  such  developments,  so  far  as  we 
yet  know,  has  been  by  vague  denial,  and  a  recourse  to  side  issues 
and  evasions. 

Sad  indeed  is  the  consideration,  that  such  a  picture  should  be  pre- 
sented within  the  once  peaceful  enclosure  of  the  Society  of  Friends ; 
and  great  is  the  stumbling-block  thereby  laid  in  the  way  of  the  honest 
inquirer  after  truth,  until  by  a  fair  and  candid  investigation,  the  fact  is 
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clearljr  appreciated,  that  tlieae  transactioos  were  not  tbe  doings  of  men 
governed  by  And  walking  in  acconlance  with  that  unerring;  Spirit  which 
true  Friends  have  always  looked  to  as  their  safe  and  wisdom-giving 
guide ;  but  that  they  were  tlie  doings,  partly,  of  men  who  had  departed 
from  a  practical  unison  with  this  ancient  faith  of  the  Society,  and  were 
prepared  ynscrnpulously  to  adopt  any  necessary  measures  to  put  down 
all  op[>osition  to  the  favorite  raodernizcr  of  its  faith ;  atid  partly,  of 
those  who,  not  abidmg  in  the  light,  but  placing  implicit  reliance  on  the 
leaders  of  the  people,  knew  not  wlrnt  spirit  such  were  of,  and  blindly 
followed  tlieir  dictation.  So  thai  Ihe  oceurrence  of  these  sorrowful 
eyents  shows  the  liability  of  unwatcliful  man  to  wander  from  this  his 
sure  Guide;  ami  should  not  be  considered  as  militating  against  our 
great  principle  of  tlie  infallibility  of  the  pure  dictates  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  man,  as  the  priraar}'  rule  of  faith  and  practice ;  but  rather  as 
confirmatory  of  that  great  and  necessary  Christian  doctrine,  when  we 
see  the  gross  errors  into  which  those  arc  led,  who^  having  once  known 
it,  have  departed  therefrom,  and  become  practically  opposers  of  that 
great  truth. 

The  attentive  reader  of  his  Journal  mny  easily  perceive,  tltat  John 
Wilbur  was  sslow  to  r^vilize  the  fj^et  of  so  graaland  complete  a  <]cfection 
as  was  forced  upon  his  belief  in  the  course  of  aucce^isive  events.  The 
reality  came  u[>on  him  gradyally,  tliough  unexpectedly,  and  with  awful 
and  grievous  weight,  while  travelling  in  the  ministry  in  Great  Britain  j 
and  his  .aad  forebodings  were  afterwards  amply  confirmed,  in  witnessing 
the  Bchism  wiiich  oecwrred  in  the  Society  there  a  very  few  years  later, 
and  guK^equently  in  feeling  and  experiencing,  in  his  own  trials  such 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  prominent  members,  as  could  only  bo  ac- 
counted for  on  the  ground  of  their  degeneracy  in  principle  from  the 
faith  of  their  forefathers. 

During  hi^  protracted  trials  on  account  of  his  faithful  testimony 
against  error,  the  mindd  of  many  friends  of  kindred  views  and  feelings 
in  various  i>arts  of  the  Society,  were  turned  towards  him  in  true  sym- 
pathy ;  and  many  valuable  letters,  expressive  of  their  close  unity  with 
him  in  hia  sufferings,  from  some  of  the  most  eminently  gifted  and 
&piritiia!ly  minded  servants  of  the  Lord,  both  in  Europe  and  America, 
were  from  time  to  time  receivetl,  to  the  encouragemcut  of  his  deeply 
afflicted  mind.  The  attention  of  the  reader  is  particularly  invited  to  that 
portion  of  these  letters,  selected  for  the  present  pubhcation.     A  large 
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Dumber  of  similar  letters  have  been  omitted  at  present  for  the  sake  of 
brevitj*  It  will  he  perceived  tbat  the  writers  of  these  letters  saw  eye 
to  eye  with  him  in  regMrd  !a  the  state  of  thing?  in  the  Society,  and 
regarded  tliemselve^  as  fellow^uflerers  with  him  for  the  testimony  of 
Jesus  ;  according  to  the  declaration  of  the  apostle,  **  if  one  member 
suffer,  all  the  [living]  members  sutfer  wilh  it/'  These  letters  came  to 
him  as  "  a  brook  by  tlie  way ;  **  often  reaching  him  at  lime^  of  deep 
dejection,  when  the  enemy  was  i>ermitted  to  come  in  as  a  flood,  and  his 
faith  was  almo^tt  ready  to  fail ;  and  were  eminently  serviceable,  through 
the  divine  blf s^ing,  in  keeping  his  head  above  the  billows,  by  which  he 
felt  himself  in  danger  at  such  times  of  being  overwhelmed.  Compara- 
tively few  of  \m  own  letters  to  his  friends  have  been  accessible  for  the 
present  rolume  ;  they  being  very  much  .scattered,  and  many  of  the 
recipients  of  hi»  correspondence  having  been  in  di>tiiiit  land?t,  or  sinc-e 
removed  by  death,  and  their  papers  fallen  into  the  hands  of  those  who, 
leavened  into  the  new  views,  or  intltieiiced  by  othei^  who  are  ao,  have 
been  reluctiuit  to  give  them  up  for  publication, 

John  Wilbur  was  a  man  of  a  clear  and  energetic  intullect,  and  known 
and  Cflteeraetl  throughout  his  native  State  of  Khode  I^lmid,  for  remark- 
able uprighlne^.s  and  integrity.  In  his  example  he  adorned  the  doctrine 
which  he  professed,  maintaining  in  an  eminent  degree,  consistency  in 
life  and  conduct^  widkiiig  in  humiUty  and  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord;  and 
was  ever  ready  to  advise  and  assist  any  whom  he  ^aw  to  be  in  diiliculty 
and  distress.  And  his  sound  and  discriminating  mind  being  divinely 
strengthened  and  enlightened,  and  his  spiritual  "senses  exerdsed  by 
reason  of  use  *'  and  long  ex[)erience,  he  was  often  called  upon,  and  in 
many  such  cases  was  greatly  serviceable,  both  within  his  own  Society 
and  without. 

As  a  minister  of  tlie  Gospel,  he  wiis  earnest  in  persuasion,  and  souud 
in  doctrine  beyond  the  power  of  his  enemies  to  gainsay.  The  impor- 
tance of  a  living  experimental  acquaintance  with  the  truths  of  Chris- 
tianity^the  spintualily  imd  heart -clean  sing  excellency  of  the  goj*pel 
dispensation,  and  its  superiority  ovur  that  of  the  law—the  opening  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures  in  and  by  Christ  Jesus,  the  true  Light — and  the 
necessity,  in  order  to  a  true  understanding  of  them,  to  Ixdieve  in  and 
give  heed  unto  Ilim  who  '*  hath  the  key  of  David,"  and  who  still 
teacheth  as  never  man  taught,  and  is  alone  able  to  preserve  his  obedient 
children  Irom  the  wiles  of  the  enemy — were  truths  much  dwelt  upon 
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by  him,  and  coustituted  tbe  distingaishing  features  of  his  public  U 
monies  in  gospel  niiniHtiy, 

In  bis  family,  be  held  forth  an  example  worthy  to  be  followed  as  he 
followed  Chnst.  Hia  words  were  few  and  savory,  and  his  conversation^ 
though  lively,  yet  weighty  and  instructive^  calculated  to  lead  the  minds 
of  his  children  to  the  only  true  source  of  happiness,  and  away  from  the 
enarcfj  and  temptations  of  the  world.  He  was  frequently  concerned  to 
them  together  for  religious  opportunitiea  in  waiting  on  the  Lord ; 
"wherein  he  was  often  led  to  minister  to  their  conditions,  in  gospel 
authority. 

He  was  indeed  no  formalist ;  yet  was  he  truly  sensible  of  the  great 
value  of  the  Chri.-itian  diticipline  eptiihli^hed  by  our  worthy  forefathers, 
and  was  deeply  concerned  that  it  should  ho  maintained  in  its  integrity, 
intrusted  to  clean  Imnds,  and  atlministered  in  the  true  life  which  alone 
can  give  it  etftcacy.  And  as  he  was  no  ibrmalist,  so  also  was  he  no 
innovator  or  latitudinarian.  The  ancient  patFi^i,  *'  the  straight  gate  and 
the  narrow  way/'  were  broad  enough  for  himj  in  them  he  was  con- 
cerned to  livCt  and  in  them  he  was  found  faithful  unto  death.  When 
brought  under  Buflfering  uud  distress  tor  his  allegiance  to  his  Lord  and 
Master,  he  was  enabled  to  endure  it  without  murmuring  or  complain- 
ing, and  without  reviling  again  ;  often  saying  that  he  regretted  he  was 
not  more  worthy  to  suffer  in  i*uch  a  cause. 

Depending,  in  bumble  trust  and  confidence,  ou  the  Divine  guidance, 
and  regarding  leys  than  many  of  his  cotemporaries  the  favor  and 
apphmse  of  men,  he  was  endued  with  a  clear  view  of  the  real  state  of 
thing?  in  the  professing  churchy  and  of  the  **  mystery  of  iniquity  **  which 
gtill  worketli ;  and  continuing  through  height:?  ami  depths  to  live  near 
to  the  blessed  Fountain  of  all  good,  he  was  mercifully  preserved  through 
all  his  trials,  and  enabled  to  bring  honor  to  the  name  of  Israel'^  God, 
by  his  faithful  dedication  to  tbe  end  of  his  day^. 

After  tbe  separation  of  the  Gumey  party  from  Friends  in  New 
England,  he  continued  livingly  engaged  in  the  .service  of  the  Gospel, 
earnestly  concerned  for  tbe  building  up  of  the  remnant  that  had  escaped, 
and  for  their  establishment  upon  **  the  Rock  of  Ages."  He  was  diligent 
in  bis  cidling,  going  in  and  out  among  them  with  watchful  zeal  tmd 
bumble  dedication,  though  far  beyond  the  houndary  of  thi-eescore  years 
and  ten;  and  gevcml  times  was  concerned  to  travel  beyond  the  bnjits 
of  his  own  Yearly  Meeting,  and  once  more  across  the  Atlantic^  as  ^vill 
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appear  in  his  Journal :  and  very  sweet  and  acceptable  were  tliese 
Tisits  in  the  love  of  the  Gospel,  to  such  as  were  truly  and  without  ais» 
stmolation,  of  like  precious  faith.  Thus  was  he  enabled  '*to  bring 
forth  fruit  in  old  nge,**  to  the  honor  of  the  Great  Husbandman  ;  nnd 
maintainin<:^with  unflinching  firmnesdaEkd  integrity  the  position  assigned 
him  in  the  church  militant,  he  was  qnaliiied  to  say  with  tbe  aposile, 
**  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered,  and  the  time  of  my  departure  is  at 
•  hand  ;  I  have  fought  a  good  fight ;  I  have  kept  the  faith.''  His  own 
expressions  to  an  intimate  friend  who  visited  him  about  two  weeks 
before  his  last  illnes^s  were,  with  much  sweetness,  mcekncsp,  and  calm- 
neas :  •*  I  do  not  see  that  much  further  service  will  be  called  for  at  my 
hands ;  and  I  feel  like  one  quietly  waiting  for  the  di.-smissal.'*  This  he 
often  appeared  fully  aware  vva:^  nigh  at  hajid,  and  s|>oke  of  it  as  a 
change  which  he  not  only  looked  for,  but  desired* 

111  the  conclusion,  he  was  favored  with  a  short  illness;  and  though 
advanced  to  the  age  of  nearly  eighty-two  years,  his  raenliil  faculties 
and  outward  vision  were  scarcely  impaired;  so  that  it  might  almost 
be  said  of  bim  as  it  was  of  an  eminent  j^ervant  of  the  Lord  formerly, 
**  his  eye  was  not  dim*  nor  his  natural  force  abated.*'  He  wtt^i  blessed 
with  a  clear  sens©  to  the  last,  and  with  a  calm  view  of  the  good  land 
before  him ;  and  thus  in  great  peace,  and  at  a  good  old  age,  he  de- 
parted, and  rests  from  his  labors,  and  his  works  do  follow  him. 

And  now,  in  view  of  his  dedicated  life  and  tribuhtlcd  path^ — of  his 
marvellous  preservation  therein,  and  of  his  truly  peaceful  close,  the 
hearts  of  many  are  made  to  overflow  wit !t  ^rratitude  to  the  God  and 
Father  of  all  our  sure  mercies,  in  that  lie  deigned  to  be  with  him  in 
the  furnace  of  afflietiont  carrietl  him  safely  through  all  his  conflicts,  and 
in  the  end  gave  him  the  victory,  causing  his  sun  to  go  down  w^ith  a 
brightness  animating  and  encouraging  to  succeeding  generations. 


I 
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JoHif  Wilbur  whs  the  son  of  Thomiw  uid  Mary  Wilbur,  of  Hop- 
kinton,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Inland,  and  was  born  there  on  tie  17tb 
of  the  7tii  month,  1774.  His  parents  were  religiously  eoncenied  to 
bring  up  their  chiMrtn  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord,  in 
accordance  witlt  ttie  principles  of  the  religious  Society  of  Friend!?,  of 
which  they  were  exemplary  member!;. 

Il  is  to  be  regretted  that  few  psiriicuijirsi  of  his  early  life  can  now  be 
collected,  and  that,  in  liis  own  uccount.  he  alluded  lo  ihis  period  with 
but  a  ]ka:jsing  remark ;  pcrhups  owing  to  his  nntural  aver^^ion  to  speak- 
ing ninch  in  regard  to  himself. 

Jt  appeal's  that  from  hh  youth  upwards  he  was  sober  and  religiously 
inclined ;  and  was  indeed  remarkable  for  his  decorum  and  gravity  at 
an  early  age;  being  eom;emed  for  the  prosperity  of  triilh,  and  meas- 
urably qualified  to  advocate  the  principles  of  Friends,  when  but  a  boy. 
When  he  was  ten  years  of  age.  hearing  an  individual  advance  sen- 
timents which  he  thought  were  not  according  to  the  doctrines  of  the 
New  Testament,  he  so  ably  expressed  and  defended  his  own  faith  and 
understanding  of  the  Holy  Scriptureaj  as  to  put  the  man  to  silence, 
who  afterwards  expresjitid  his  astonishment  that  so  yourig  a  boy  .should 
be  so  qualified  with  capacity.  When  still  younger  than  this^  a  pro- 
fessor of  another  rehgious  persuasion  meeting  him,  abruptly  accosted 
him  with  the  query:  "  Who  is  head  of  your  church?"  To  which  he 
promptly  replied;  "  Christ;*'  and  the  man  said  no  more. 

The  religious  coneeru  of  his  piu^ents,  not  only  lo  advise  and  instruct 
Ihcir  children,  but  also  to  restrain  them  in  a  Christian  spirit  from  things 
which  they  believed  to  be  inconsistent  witli  the  truth,  and  I  he  blessed 
eflfect  attendant  on*lhis  godly  parentsil  care,  were  ofkn  adverted  to  by 
him  in  after-life,  as  cause  for  great  thankfulness,  with  the  expression 
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also  of  a  fear,  that  in  this  day  of  great  liberty  and  laxity,  loo  many 
were  neglecting  their  oflr-spring  in  tliis  respeel,  ami  not  administering 
suitable  counsel  and  restraint*  On  this  neeount  he  was  often  bmuyht 
into  excreise  and  travail  for  the  dear  youlli;  and  his  concern  fm*  their 
right  bringing  up  never  appeared  to  be  in  any  degree  abated,  but  nilher 
increased  to  the  end  of  his  daj'S.  It  may  here  be  mentioned,  as  closely 
connected  with  the  above  remarks,  (though  uut  of  date.)  that  within 
two  years  of  hh  decease,  at  his  own  (Quarterly  fleeting  of  Rho<lc 
Island}  having  reqiieiited  to  have  the  {-luitiers  opened  between  the 
men's  and  women's  meetings,  he  held  forth,  in  an  impressive  and 
memorable  manner,  the  great  imjiortance  of  maintaining  ail  our  testi- 
moniesj  eidarging  in  expression  to  the  beloved  young  people,  but  par- 
ticularly pressing  upon  parents  the  right  traiumg  of  their  children, 
earne.^tly  snd  in  great  brokennes^.  even  nnto  tears,  exhorting  them  to 
seek  for  ability,  through  Divine  help,  to  keep  their  children  within  the 
safe  enclosure  ;  reminding  them  of  the  necessity  not  oidy  of  good 
example  and  precept,  but  of  restraint  al"^o;  tliat  children  cannot  realixe 
the  danger  of  breaking  through  the  hedge,  and  if  allowed  to  do  su,  the 
Bad  result  would  be  chargeable  to  such  parents ;  adding  that  he  could 
not  be  clear  without  thu5  ex[>ostulating  with  tliem,  seeing  that  it  m);^bi 
be  the  last  opportunity  he  should  have,  and  de.>5iring  lo  be  clear  of  the 
blood  of  all.  The  edcct  waa  deeply  impressive,  tmd  the  opiwrtunity 
memorable  to  those  present. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  commenced  to  teach  school,  and  followed 
that  occupation  more  or  less  lor  several  years,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
those  who  employed  him.  In  a  letter  written  by  him  about  this  time 
to  a  friend*  his  remarks  on  the  need  of  strict  watchfylness  and  faith  in 
Chiist  Jesus,  in  connection  with  tbc  responsible  duties  of  a  teacher, 
exhibit  a  maturity  of  sentiment  and  experience  far  beyond  his  years. 

In  the  year  17*J3  he  was  united  in  marriage  lo  Lydia,  daugliter 
of  Amos  and  Thankful  Collins,  of  Stonington,  Connecticut ;  a  union 
which  continued  in  unabated  harmony  and  afteclion  nearly  sixty  years* 
In  the  early  part  of  his  niaiTied  life,  he  had  many  trials  and  conflicts, 
being  in  hrnited  pecuniary  cii'cumstances,  and  his  health  tor  several 
yeai'a  being  somewhat  delicate  ;  whicli  caused  him  at  times  to  lalmr 
mider  much  discouragement  in  regai"d  to  a  due  provision  for  the  comfort 
of  his  increasing  family*  And  he  has  been  heard  to  say  that  in  his 
first  selling  out  in  the  world,  there  were  times  when  he  lind  some  desire 
for  accumulating  property^  but  that  all  his  undertakings  witli  this  view 
were  unsuccessful  x  and  he  believed  it  was  so  ordered  in  divine  wisdom, 
and  designed  to  him  as  a  blessing.  Yet  was  he  favored  with  abihty 
from  time  to  time  **  to  provide  things  honest  in  the  sight  of  all  men,'* 
eiperionciug  tlie  promise  fulfilled  which  waa  given  to  ilicm  who  seek 
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first  the  kingdom  of  heaven  and  the  righteousness  thereof,  that  all  things 
needful  should  be  added. 

He  was  appointed  to  the  station  of  Elder,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
years,  some  time  previous  to  his  appearing  in  public  ministry.  Great 
mental  conflict  was  his  portion  before  he  came  forth  in  this  weighty 
service.  While  under  the  preparing  Hand,  he  had  a  lingering  illness 
'of  several  months'  duration ;  wherein  his  medical  attendant  and  friends 
feared  he  was  going  into  a  decline ;  but  he  manifested  great  composure 
and  resignation,  remarking  to  his  wife,  that  his  dependence  was  not  on 
physicians  for  help,  but  on  Him  who  was  able  to  restore,  if  in  his 
wisdom  He  saw  fit  His  trials,  doubtless,  had  a  deepening  effect  on  his 
mind,  and  were  sanctified  to  his  growth  and  establishment  in  the  blessed 
Truth,  and  to  the  promotion  of  his  subsequent  usefulness.  Soon  afler 
his  recovery,  he  appeared  in  the  ministry,  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
friends;  and  continuing  faithful  and  watchful,  his  gifl  was  officially 
acknowledged  by  his  Monthly  and  Quarterly  Meetings,  in  the  year 
1812. 


JOURNAL,    ETC 


CHAPTER   L 


AUCUUXT  OF  HIS  GNQAQEMENTS  FN  THE  wrxiSTRY  FROM  1819  TO  182.'. 


In  1819,  I  left  hoHie  on  fourth  day,  the  20th  of  10th  mo,, 

in  order  to   attend  the  meetings  generally  in   this    [Rhode 

Islcind]  and  Sinithfield  Quarterly  Meetings*     I  got  to  Paul 

Coffin^s  in  Coventry,  and  next  day  I  met  Abel  ColUnB  and 

wife  at  Foster,  where  we  attended  Friends*  Meeting  to  a  good 

degree  of  satisfaction.     After  dining  with  John   Ails  worth, 

we  rode  six  miles  to  Benjamin  Arnold^  and  lodged.     The 

next  day  we  rode  to  Friends'  Meeting  at  Coventry,  which 

ended  pretty  well ;  dined  at  Perez  Peck's,  and  then  rode  to 

a  meeting  appointed  for  us  at  a  Methodist  meeting-house  in 

Cranston,  which  was  a  painful  meeting,  and  we  left  without 

much  relief.     Stayed  that  night  with  Amos  Collins  ;  and  the 

next  day,  with  him  and  children  in  company,  went  ten  miles 

to  a  meeting  appointed  for  us  at  Scituate;  which  was  dull 

at  first,  and  pretty  long  silent,  but  through  deep  wading  we 

were  at  length  favored  to  experience  the  stone  rolled  from  the 

well's  mouth,  and  water  sprang  up,  I  believe  to  the  refreshing 

of  many  minds.     We  dined  at  Eiihu  Bowen's,  and  after  a 

family  sitting  rode  six  miles  to  William  Green's  and  lodged. 

First  day  the  24th,  we  went  to  Providence,  and  attended  two 

meetings  there;   dined  at  David   Anthony's,  and  lodged  at 

Jabez  Anthony's,  out  of  town.     On  second  day  morning  we 
2» 
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went  to  see  the  children  of  our  worthy  deceased  friend  Job 
Soott,  and  had  a  little  solid  opportunity  with  them  ;  after 
wliich  we  w^ent  to  Attleboroiigh  in  order  to  attend  a  meet- 
ing to-raorrow  at  Curaberland.  On  third  day  we  attended 
Friends'  Meeting  at  Cumberland,  and  in  the  afternoon  attend- 
ed a  meeting  appointed  for  us  at  a  place  called  Cumberland 
Hill,  in  which  the  doctrines  of  final  perseverance,  unconditional 
election,  and  universal  salvation,  were  treated  on»  and  ability 
was  mercifuUy  afforded  to  relieve  our  minds.  We  were  after- 
wardfi  informed  that  there  were  some  present  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  satisfy  themselves  under  each  of  these  opinions. 
Fourth  day  attended  Providence  Monthly  Meeting,  held  at 
lower  Bmithfield,  about  seven  miles  from  the  last-named 
meeting — quite  satisfactory. 

28th.  Fifth  day.  We  went  to  Smithfield  Monthly  Meeting, 
which  we  attended  to  good  satisfaction ;  sixth  day  attended 
Uxbridge  Monthly  Meeting,  where  the  business  was  well  con- 
ducted ;  we  lodged  at  Richard  Mowry*s  ;  and  on  seventh  day 
attended  the  select  meeting  in  the  morning,  and  a  meeting 
appointed  for  us  at  Douglass  in  the  afternoon,  and  came 
to  Josiah  Shove's  at  night.  31st  First  day.  We  went  seven 
miles  in  the  morning  to  attend  the  upper  meeting  at  Mendon, 
where  many  other  people  w^ere  gathered,  to  whom  divers  of 
our  doctrines  w^ere  largely  opened.  Then  rode  four  miles  to 
Samuel  Smith's,  near  whose  house  is  the  lower  meeting- 
house in  Mendon,  wht;re  we  had  a  savory  good  meeting  this 
afternoon.  On  second  day  we  travelled  to  Mansfield,  eighteen 
miles,  where  we  had  an  open  meeting  in  the  afternoon,  in 
which  the  doctrines  of  baptism,  unconditional  election,  the 
ministry,  &:c,,  were  treated  on.  We  lodged  at  the  Widow 
Skinners,  a  convinced  woman,  and  very  kind.  On  third  day 
we  went  to  Taunton  and  attended  their  meeting,  in  which  we 
had  some  pretty  cIohc  searching  service,  mostly  I  believe  for 
the  members  of  our  Society.  In  the  afternoon  rode  towards 
Swansey,  and  lodged  at  Benjamin  Bulfiiiton*s,  in  Digbton. 
Fourth  day,  3d,  We  went  to  Somerset,  and  attended  the  select 
meeting,  and  on  fifth  day  attended  the  Quarterly  l^leetiug. 
Sixth  day,  5th.  This  afternoon  went  to  Fall  River,  and  attended 
a  meeting  there  at  three  o'clock.  Seventh  day  attcndeil  a 
email  meeting  at  Tiverton,  and  after  meeting  went  to  Ben- 
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jamin  Freeborn's  on  Rhode  Island  ;  on  our  way  visited 
Sanih  Tucker,  First  day,  attended  Porti^jrujoth  Meeting,  after 
which  we  attended  one  ineetitig  on  the  Island  to  good  satis- 
faction. On  the  9th  we  went  to  Freetown,  twenty-three 
miles,  and  had  a  meeting  in  the  evening  at  a  village  called 
Assonet,  in  which  w^e  were  favored  with  strength  to  reUeve 
our  minds  among  the  people,  10th.  Attended  their  meeting 
at  Freetown,  and  after  meeting  rode  eleven  miles  to  William 
Earle's  and  lodged*  11th.  Attended  their  meeting  at  Somer- 
set; notice  being  given,  and  there  being  a  fnneral  also,  the 
meeting  was  large,  in  which  some  of  the  tloctrines  of  the 
Gospel  were  clearly  oj^^ned,  best  help  being  mercifnlly  afford- 
ed ;  had  a  meeting  in  the  evening  at  a  little  village  called 
Swansey  Factory,  which  was  an  open  time.  On  the  12th  we 
went  to  Providence,  visited  Friends'  Boarding  School,  and 
had  a  religious  opportunity  with  the  superintendents,  instruc- 
tors, and  children  collectively,  to  good  satisfaction. 

[By  the  remaining  raeraomnda  of  this  visit,  it  appears  that 
they  went  homeward  from  Providence,  taking  several  meetings 
on  their  way,  and  appointing  some  among  those  not  Friends; 
which  were  to  good  satisfaction,  although  the  latter  were 
among  people  little  acquainted  with  spiritual  worship. 

They  rcairhed  home  on  tlie  17th  of  11th  mo.,  1819,J 


10th  mo.,  39th,  1820.  Having  obtained  a  certificate  from 
my  Monthly  Meeting  for  the  purpose,  I  this  day  left  home  to 
make  a  visit  to  Friends  and  others  in  the  northern  and  eastern 
part  of  our  Yearly  Meeting  ;  and  attended  a  meeting  at 
Noose-Neck,  in  West  Greenwich,  The  people,  though  civil, 
appeared  to  be  unacquainted  with  silent  spiritual  worsliip ; 
they  were  directed  to  t!ie  substance  of  spiritual  religion,  and 
I  was  favored  to  labor  with  them  to  a  good  degree  of  satis- 
faction. Afternoon,  attended  a  meeting  at  a  school-lionse, 
about  four  miles  from  the  former  place,  in  which  tlie  parable 
of  the  prodigal  son  was  alluded  to,  and  much  dwelt  upon, 
and  a  state  of  unfaithfulness  spoken  to.  30th.  Attended 
Greenwich  Monthly  Meeting  held  at  Cranston,  in  which  I 
had  a  short  testimony,  recommending  attention  to  the  angelic 
descending  as  at  the  Pool  of  Bethet^da,  in  order  for  a  right 
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expenence  of  that  which  has  the  healing  virtne ;  but  these 
remarks  seemed  to  be  counteracted  by  another  testimony 
which  was  afterwards  offered,  and  I  left  the  meeting  with  a 
heavy  heart 

After  stopping  one  night  with  William  Almy,  (accompanied 
by  Amos  Collins  as  companion  for  the  journey,)  we  went  to 
Swansey,  in  order  to  attend  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  which 
was  held  on  fourth  and  fifth  days ;  during  the  latter  day  I 
felt  much  depression  of  spirits  in  regard  to  my  insufllciency 
for  the  work  and  service  before  me,  yet  through  all  my  con- 
flicts I  durst  not  look  back,  and  all  at  length  centered  in  a 
degree  of  resignation  to  my  lot;  and  having  the  sympathy 
and  encouragement  of  several  dear  friend:*,  I  set  out  this 
morning,  the  3d  of  11th  mo.,  with  some  degree  of  cheerful- 
ness, for  Lynn ;  travelled  about  thirty  miles,  and  lodged  at 
Sharon,  llth  mo.,  Fourth.  Had  a  meeting  by  ap|K)intment 
at  Sewal  Hodge's,  and  another  the  next  day  in  the  same 
town  ;  both  of  which,  I  think,  were  owned  by  the  Helper  of 
Israel.  We  lodged  one  night  at  the  house  of  T.  P.,  he  and 
his  wife  being  solid  hopeful  young  Friends,  to  whom  some 
encouragement  was  ofiered  on  our  parting  with  them.  The 
6th  we  went  to  Lynn,  a  distance  of  twenty-eight  miles ;  on 
the  7th,  set  out  for  Weare,  N.  H. ;  made  a  stop  at  Golfstown, 
and  arrived  at  Daniel  Gove'a  this  evening,  seventy-five  miles 
from  Lynn. 

9th.  Fifth  day.  Attended  Weare  Monthly  Meeting  at  the 
north  house,  and  retiurned  to  D,  Gove's,  10th.  Attended  the 
south  meeting;  1  felt  a  good  degree  of  peace  to  follow  these 
two  days  labor.  We  went  this  afternoon  to  Henniker  and 
lodged,  and  on  the  llth,  attended  meethig  here,  wherein  I  had 
to  speak  closely  and  pressingly  to  some,  who  \md  slidden  from 
the  right  ground^  and  squandered  the  good  things  which  had 
been  given  them,  with  a  feeling  invitation  to  return  to  the 
father's  house  and  say,  *•  Father,  I  have  sinned  against  heaven 
and  in  thy  sight,  and  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy 
son."  After  meeting  I  was  told  that  there  were  two  persons 
present  who  had  been  favored  with  a  gift  in  the  ministry,  but 
by  going  too  fast  had  been  bewildered ;  getting  into  an 
exalted  state,  they  had  left  their  standing  and  been  disowned 
from  the   Society.     How  needful  it  is  to  watch  and  keep  on 
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the  ground  of  true  humility!  This  was  largely  opened  in 
this  meeting,  and  strength  was  mercifully  given  to  sound  an 
alarm  to  such  as  had  departed  from  it  We  went  this  after- 
noon to  Bowj  and  attended  a  meeting  there  in  a  school-house, 
with  people  mostly  not  of  our  Society;  in  which  1  had 
strength  given  mc  to  declare  the  efficacy  of  the  Gospel,  acting 
as  an  inward  teacher,  showing  the  insufficiency  of  outward 
forms  in  etfecting  the  u^ork  of  true  renovation ;  and  in  conclu- 
sion I  was  favored  in  fervent  supplication. 

At  Gilmanton  he  wrote  to  his  wife  and  children  as  fol- 
lows : — 

*'  We  arrived  hero  about  8  o'clock  In^^t  pvening,  and  put  up  at  the 
hou^e  of  our  kind  friend  Ezekiel  ITojt,  with  whora  I  iiiul  before  been 
acquainted.  Two  days  after  leaving  Lynn,  we  arrived  at  Weare,  and 
have  attended  meeting  every  day  since ;  and  altboug:h  1  have  passed 
through  some  pretty  deep  wading,  and  my  faith  lias  b*»en  netirly  tried 
at  times  with  discotinigcment^  inwardly  and  outwardly^  among  which 
are  the  menaces  of  a^iproacbing  winter,  yet  through  fill  I  liave  been 
mercifully  supported  with  a  little  confidence  that  He  who  has  called 
will  enable  nic  to  go  as  far  as  lie  requires,  and  when  the  measure  is 
Jilled  up  I  shall  be  rejoJced,  if  permitted,  to  see  you  again,  and  all  my 
dear  friends  at  home ;  but  tlie  prospect  as  yet  continues  open  before 
me,  and  however  I  may  have  u-tals  and  difficulties  to  encounter,  yet  as 
I  have  experienced  help,  t^o  far  as  I  have  gone,  to  be  mercifully 
afforded  in  the  needt^ul  time,  I  dare  not  cherish  a  dispo.^iiion  to  despair 
of  iU  continuation  ;  so  I  commit  mysell^  with  all  that  is  near  and  dear, 
to  his  holy  care  and  keeping,  desiring  tJiat  He  may  preserve  us  all  in 
the  way  which  will  lead  to  an  immortal  crown." 

First  day,  12th,  Attended  Friends*  Meeting  at  Concord, 
which,  though  small,  was  in  a  good  degree  favored.  Here  we 
parted  with  John&on  Page  and  wife,  and  several  other  Friends 
from  Hennikcr  and  Wcare,  who  had  attended  these  last  two 
meetings.  We  travelled  this  afternoon  in  company  with 
Joaiah  Rogers,  to  Pittstield.  13th.  Attended  meeting  hf-re, 
and  had  a  religious  opportunity  with  a  number  of  Friends, 
where  it  seemed  to  be  my  place  to  treat  a  little  on  the  neces- 
sity of  a  close  attention  to  the  openings  of  truth  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  Gospel  ministry.  We  had  some  reason  to  believe 
that  things  were  out  of  order  among  them  in  regard  to  the 
ministry*     We  went  this  afternoon  and  evening  to  GUman- 
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ton  (thirty  milea  from  Concord)  by  way  of  Pittsfield,  where 
we  had  a  meeting  next  day,  in  which  Truth  gained  tlie  ascen- 
dency and  was  raised  into  dotniaion,  and  the  universality  of 
Divine  love  was  fully  set  forth.  16th*  This  evening  had  a 
meeting  at  a  school-Fiouse  near  Center  Harbor.  On  going  to 
this  meeting  I  felt  unusually  east  down  with  weakness  and 
poverty  of  spirit,  as  much  so,  perhaps,  as  I  ever  experienced  ; 
but  after  sitting  down,  and  a  short  time  of  silence,  way  opened 
for  some  communicatioo,  and  strength  began  to  be  added, 
and  a  clearer  opening  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Gospel  has  sel- 
dom, if  ever,  been  by  me  experienced,  or  a  more  immediate 
change  from  great  weakness  to  that  of  a  degree  of  fulness  in 
the  Lord's  strength  ;  and  it  was  marvellous  in  mine  eyes,  for 
his  arm  was  made  bare  for  our  help,  and  my  heart  was  made 
joyful  and  thankful  for  his  merciful  favors, 

16th.  We  went  to  Sandwich  and  attended  their  Monthly 
Meeting,  in  which  I  had  to  call  the  attention  of  Friends  to  the 
necessity  of  our  hearkening  to  the  Lord  in  preference  to 
Moses,  citing,  "This  is  ray  beloved  Son,  hear  him:**  with 
some  further  enlargement.  After  I  sat  down,  and  after  it  ap- 
peared to  be  about  time  to  close  the  sitting,  there  were  several 
appearances  in  the  meeting,  which  to  my  mind  had  not  a  right 
savor ;  after  wliich  I  was  constrained  to  stand  upon  my  feet 
and  offer  a  caution  to  those  who  step  forward  to  lend  a  help- 
ing hand  to  the  little  ones,  lest  overdoing  in  this  respect  may 
unhappily  cause  them  to  place  too  much  dependence  on  such, 
and  deter  them  from  a  true  dependence  upon  Him  on  whom 
'*  help  is  laid."  These  observations  were  ofiered  in  great  sim- 
plicity and  much  good  will,  and  several  solid  Friends  men- 
tioned to  me  after  meeting  that  the  remarks  were  appropriate 
to  the  state  of  things  among  them,  and  satisfactory  to  their 
feelings.  17th.  Attended  their  north  meeting,  and  went  to 
Cyrus  Varney's,  where  wc  had  an  evening  meeting  with 
Friends  and  others ;  this  meeting  was  long  silent  and  laborious, 
but  ended  to  a  good  degree  of  satisfaction. 

18th.  We  parted  with  our  friends  Cyru:?  Beede  and  wife, 
who  had  been  with  us  for  two  days  past.  We  now  set  out  in 
company  with  Benjamin  Fry,  for  Parsonsfield,  a  distance  of 
thirty  miles.  19th.  We  had  a  meeting  there  with  Friends  and 
many  others,  and  in  the  evening  another  at  Limington,  Maine, 
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ten  miles  farther  on;  this  was  a  large  meeting,  many,  not 
Friends,  attending;  and  although  I  was  so  much  unwell  ttiat 
1  felt  doubtful  about  being  able  to  sit  this  meeting  through,  yet 
I  was  favored  to  hold  out,  and  had  strength  given  ta  declare 
the  doctrines  of  the  Gospel  beyond  my  expectation. 

20th.  We  travelled  seventeen  miles  to  Gorham,  and  lodged 
at  Wm*  Cobb's,  where  we  had  a  meeting  on  the  2l8t^  and 
another  in  the  evening  at  Windham.  In  these  t^vo  meetings 
I  had  some  pretty  close  searching  labor,  and  several  states 
were  opened  and  spoken  to.  22d.  Went  seventeen  miles  to 
Poland.  2SiL  Had  a  little  meeting  there  with  a  few  simple* 
hearted  Friends  and  friendly  people,  to  whom  the  language  of 
encouragement  flowed  freely.  In  the  afternoon  we  travelled 
thirteen  miles  to  Lewistown,  and  on  the  24th,  near  this  place, 
we  crossed  the  Androscoggin  River  by  boat,  below  the  Falls, 
about  forty  miles  above  its  mouth ;  the  waters  of  this  large 
river  rudely  tumble  down  a  precipice  of  rugged  rocks,  and  faU 
(as  the  boatman  told  us)  fifty  feet  in  a  short  distance.  Here 
we  had  a  highly  favored  meeting,  wherein  the  fall  of  man, 
and  his  restoration  and  redemption  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  were  pretty  fully  set  forth. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  to  his  wife 
written  at  this  place : — 

"  Since  I  laisi  wrote  thee  at  Gilmniiton  we  have  attended  a  number  of 
meetingjs,  the  distance  lietvveen  mmt^  of  wliicli  wu.-?  a  day'j*  ride.  The 
travelling  has  been  bad,  oceasioned  by  the  snow,  the  nieftmg  of  wliich 
now  makes  the  war^  mther  lieavy ;  yet  we  have  persevered  witli  all 
diligence,  and  on  the  whole  have  been  much  favored,  having  enjoyed, 
most  of  the  time,  good  health.  We  have  not  been  hindered  at  all  on 
that  account,  and  no  accident  has  befallen  us.  Notwiih^tandtng  I  have 
felt  sometimes  like  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land,  yet  as  the  ivay  has 
been  opened  before  me,  and  ability  given  to  pureae^  I  have  not  tlie 
leaijt  reaiion  to  doubt  but  my  being  here  is  in  the  ordering  of  Truth, 
and  indeed  best  help  liav**  been  mercifully  extended  ;  and  a*  J  have 
endeavored  to  keep  low  and  immble,  I  have,  to  my  own  admiration, 
received  a  gracious  supply  of  help,  in  which  I  have  been  favored  with 
moutfi  and  wisdom,  tongue  and  utterance ;  for  which  all  the  praise  is 
everlastingly  due  to  the  great  (.Trver.** 

In  the  afternoon  we  went  to  Leeds,  a  distance  of  twelve 
miles,  and  lodged*    25th.  Had  a  paiiiftil  meeting  here,  under 
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a  strong  apprehension  that  things  were  not  right  among  them 
by  reason  of  a  worldly  and  lukewarm  spirit.  I  had  some 
pretty  clowe  labor,  but  it  seemtid  very  difficnlt  to  reach  the 
witness  in  them,  for  the  seed  appeared  to  be  tinder  great 

oppression  in  some  of  their  hearts.  We  left  them  with 
heaviness,  and  travelled  this  afternoon  fourteen  miles  to 
Winthrop. 

First  day,  26tb,  We  attended  meeting  there,  which  consisted 
mostly  of  those  not  in  membership  with  us.  The  doetriiie 
of  Gospel  light,  its  universality,  and  the  insuftkiency  of  out- 
ward ordintinces,  were  pretty  fully  opened,  and  help  was 
mercifully  aHbrded,  so  that  the  truth  in  a  good  degree  ro»e 
info  dominion. 

27th.  In  company  with  several  Friends  we  went  to  a  place 
called  the  Forks,  and  held  a  little  meeting,  and  tlience,  in 
the  afternoon,  to  George  Ramsdell's,  on  tlie  Kennebec  River, 
where  we  had  a  meeting  witli  his  family  and  some  Methodist 
people,  which  was  very  satisfactory. 

28th.  We  passed  through  Hallowell,  crossed  the  Kennebec 
at  Augusta,  and  went  to  Vassalborough,  lodging  at  our  kind 
friend  Moses  Slceper^s,  who  with  his  wife  are  valuable  Friends. 
29th,  had  a  meeting  here,  which  was  satisfactory ;  and  here 
we  left  our  horse  and  chaise,  and  were  furnished  with  saddle 
horses  to  ride,  while  we  were  visiting  the  meetings  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river.  On  the  30th,  in  company  with  Moses 
Sleeper  and  wife,  we  attended  the  Fond  meeting,  which  we 
thought  a  quiet  and  favored  one ;  and  in  the  afternoon,  with 
John  Nichols  for  pilot,  we  went  ten  miles  to  China. 

12th  ino.  1st.  We  had  a  meeting  at  Friends'  meeting-house, 
to  pretty  good  satisfaction  ;  and  afterwards  an  evening  meet- 
ing at  a  place  called  the  Branch.  2d,  Rode  twenty  miles 
to  a  place  caEed  Unity ;  here  we  had  an  evening  meeting  at 
a  school-house,  with  some  Friends  and  Baptist  people ;  in 
which  the  doctrines  of  truth  were  pretty  fully  opened,  but  the 
usefulni^ss  of  the  meeting  was  in  some  degree  hurt  near  the 
close  by  an  oilering  of  a  Baptist  preacher,  although  he  did 
not  gainsay  anything  which  had  been  said* 

First  day,  3d.  We  rode  eight  mUes  to  Fairfield  and  had  a 
meeting  with  Friends  and  Baptists,  in  which  I  was  led  to 
speak  pretty  fuHy  on  Baptism,  much  to  my  own,  and  1  believe 
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to  my  friends'  satisfaction.  We  dined  with  our  dear  friend 
John  Warren  at  his  house,  and  rode  this  evenijjg  fifteen  miles, 
to  MosL?s  Sleeper's. 

From  Vassalboroiigii  he  wrote  to  his  wife  and  children  as 
follows : — 

"  1  ha?e  yet  had  no  infonnation  from  home  since  I  left,  whicli  lia^ 
occiksioned  some  uneasiness ;  I  wrote  home  from  Lewistown,  and  have 
sinre  had  many  nje**tings  in  (his  seelion,  and  liaving  reached  the  ex- 
treme point  of  our  iiro-?|>ecr,  have  set  our  (ace-^  homeward.  We  were 
yesterday  at  FaiH'ax  and  dined  witli  our  heloved  fnend  John  Warren. 

*'  We  are  in  tolerable  health,  6ut  have  heen  often  lieavy-heartud  since 
I  last  wrote,  partly  ocwisioned  by  an  account  brought  from  Providence 
by  a  Friend  at  Leeds  of  an  accident  wliicli  he  bi^ard  Imjipeued  at  the 
former  place  the  sevtinth  day  after  our  (Quarterly  Meeting;  from  which 
and  some  other  circumstances,  we  were  not  without  fears  that  it  was 
our  mother  and  one  or  more  of  our  children  wlio  were  injured.  This 
has  heen  a  sore  tnal  to  us ;  yet  as  the  Friend  knew  nothing  of  who  it 
was,  and  as  it  was  but  a  Hying  report,  we  tfaw  no  way  but  to  pursue 
our  journey  ns  the  way  opened  before  us;  and  although  my  mind  ha*^ 
been  deeply  weighed  down  under  the  most  trying  conflict  that  I  ever 
experienced^  yet  as  I  have  endeavored  to  submit  all  to  the  Divine  dis- 
posal, and  give  up  to  make  whatever  sacrifice  my  Master  raay  reipiire, 
I  have  found  his  graciout*  hand  to  be  my  support,  and  ]m  help  to  he 
near  at  those  seasons  when  I  was  bmiight  to  the  M'ork  of  Mu-ning  tlie 
battle  to  the  gate." 

12th  mo.  4th.  We  took  leave  of  our  friends  at  Vassal- 
borongh,  and  resumed  our  travels  by  chaise ;  and  after  a  little 
visit  in  several  Friends'  families,  we  called  to  see  Joseph  Doug- 
lass of  Durham,  who  was  confined  with  sickness  at  Joshua 
Fry's  in  this  place.  Then  proceeding  on  our  journey,  we 
crossed  the  Kennebec  on  the  ice,  Joseph  Rowland  bearing  us 
company*,  came  to  David  Purinton's  at  Sidney,  and  put 
up  for  the  night.  5th.  We  attended  their  meeting  there, 
wherein  i  had  close  searching  labor,  to  the  great  relief  of  my 
mind ;  and  after  meeting  went  nine  miles  to  Augusta,  a  large 
village  on  the  Kennebec,  where  a  meeting  was  appointed  for 
us  in  the  court-house.  A  highly -favored  meeting  il  was,  in 
which  strength  was  given  to  declare  the  gospel  of  life  and 
salvation,  to  my  own  admiration,  though  claiming  nothing  to 
myself.  After  meeting  we  went  to  Ilallowell  with  Harvey 
Chace,  and  bad  a  meeting  there  in  the  evening  of  the  next 
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day;  in  which  there  appeared  to  be   such  a  resistance  in 

t^e  niinds  of  the  people  to  its  and  our  doctrines,  that  it 
seemed  difficult  to  make  much  impression  upon  them.  I  had 
a  pretty  long  combat  with  them,  and  it  would  sometimes 
seem  that  we  might  get  a  victory  over  their  strong  wills; 
again  they  would  reinforce  iu  such  a  manner  as  almost  to 
suppress^  everything  that  was  good  ;  then,  again,  a  new  point 
of  doctrine  would  come  before  me  with  some  degree  of  clear- 
ness»  and  a  little  help  afforded,  and  this  also  as  it  crossed  their 
strong  opinions  excited  a  new  effort  in  their  minds,  and 
they  w^ould  again  resist  with  ihfli  warlike  weapons;  and 
finally,  I  w^as  ready  to  conclude,  we  could  do  no  more 
than  come  off  on  oven  ground;  for  although  the  ground  web 
taken  and  retaken,  yet  1  had  not  much  hope  tliat  we  left  thera 
better  oft^  than  w'e  found  them.  A  great  weight  of  exercise 
attended  my  mind  on  going  to  this  meeting;  and  this  exer- 
cise was  no  less  my  lot  after  meeting  than  before.  Yet  I  was 
a  little  borne  up  on  reflecting  that  Paid  w^as  unsuccessful' at 
Ephesus,  w^hen  the  people  unitedly  cried,  "  Great  is  Diana  of 
tlie  Ephesiansl*'  We  were  almost  in  like  manner  straitened 
in  our  minds  with  their  united  determination  to  stand  by 
their  religious  tenets;  for  although  they  spake  not  with  their 
tongues  in  the  meeting,  still  it  was  plainly  to  be  felt  that  they 
clave  to  their  own  stronghold  and  resisted  oiu*  doctrine.  Yet, 
after  all,  we  were  not  without  a  little  hope  tliat  there  might 
be  a  few  minds  present  in  some  degree  benefited  by  the 
raeeti  ng. 

7th.  We  went  to  Litchfield  (eigliteen  miles  from  Augusta) 
and  had  a  meeting  with  Friends  there,  and  in  the  evening 
one  at  a  school-house  near  by.  Here,  a  preacher  of  the  Bap 
tists  attended,  and  after  we  had  been  sitting  some  time  in 
silence,  while  the  meeting  w^as  gathering,  he  claimed  an  ap- 
pointment which  he  said  he  had  previously  made  at  this  place 
and  at  this  time ;  and  continued,  that  if  Friends  had  nothing 
to  offer,  he  would  now  proceed.  I  informed  him  that  w^e  had 
no  knowledge  of  his  appointment,  or  we  should  not  have 
made  an  attempt  to  hold  a  meeting  here  at  this  time;  but  if 
he  had  no  objeetions,  as  we  were  strangers,  w^e  would  like  to 
have  the  conducting  of  the  meeting.  He  said  no  more,  and 
I  soon  stood  upon  my  feet  w^th  the  subjects  of  the  ministry 
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id  divine  worship,  which  had  sprung  in  my  mind  and  were 
opening  before  the  conversation  took  pliice ;  and  ;dthough  be 
and  the  people  did  not  understand  the  necessity  of  silent 
waiting  in  order  for  a  right  qunlifieation  for  either,  yet  as  the 
subjects  were  treated  on,  a  solenuiity  began  to  cover  the  meet- 
ing, and,  in  course,  divers  otlier  subjects  opened  in  the  life, 
and  were  enlarged  upon,  and  a  heavenly  time  it  was,  and 
concluded  in  solemn  supplication.  After  we  felt  clear,  I  men- 
tioned that  the  service  of  the  meeting  was  over  on  our  part ; 
and  the  meeting  broke  up  without  anything  further  being 
said  by  this  preacher  about  his  appointment, 

8th*  To-day  we  travelled  twenty-five  miles,  crossed  the 
Androscoggin  on  the  ice,  and  went  to  Durham  to  lodge. 
9tlL  We  had  a  meeting  by  appointment  at  Pownal  with 
Friends,  to  sati^ifaction.  We  had  the  company,  at  this  meet- 
ing, of  Thomas  Jones,  and  returned  with  him  to  Durham  and 
lodged  at  his  house.  Our  valued  friend  Joseph  Rowland 
travelled  with  us  from  his  own  home  to  Litchlield,  where  we 
parted  with  him  at  Noah  Farr*B,  who  bore  us  company  to 
Durham,  carrying  one  of  us  in  his  sleigh.  First  day,  10th.  We 
attended  their  meeting  at  Durham,  which  is  considered  thf 
largest  meeting  of  Friends  below  Lynn»  I  had  good  service 
in  this  meeting,  llth.  Went  back  over  the  Androscoggin, 
and  had  an  evening  meeting  at  Lisbon,  near  its  banks.  In 
this  meeting,  although  there  was  a  kind  of  resistance  felt,  yet 
the  testimony,  after  a  long  struggle  in  silence,  arose,  and  the 
Truth  was  brought  into  dominion  over  gainsayers.  12th. 
Went  up  the  river  about  five  miles,  in  company  with  several 
Friends,  and  had  a  meeting  at  a  place  called  the  Bend ; — this 
meeting  was  also  pretty  long  silent;  but  as  we  were  engaged 
to  dwell  low,  and  keep  to  the  Fountain  of  wisdom,  way 
opened  for  labor;  and  the  subjects  of  baptism,  Christ's  spir- 
itual coming,  the  ministry,  and  divine  worship  weje  treated 
on,  in  the  retrospect  of  which  we  had  peace.  After  meeting 
we  returned  to  John  Collinses,  and  dined;  then  went  home 
with  our  friend  Stephen  Jone^  and  lodged;  and  on  the  13th, 
in  company  with  S*  Jones  and  wife,  went  to  Jolm  Winslow's, 
near  Falmouth. 

14th.  In  company  with  the  aforesaid  Friends  and  J.  W. 
and  wife,  we  went  to  Portland,  and  attended  their  mid-week 
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meeting,  which  was  very  email,  and  appointed  another  in  the 
evcnin^i  which  wa*  iJitenrupted  by  a  Bapti.-^t  [)reacher  for  a 
time,  but  after  getting  a  little  settlpd,  I  had  gtwd  8er%ice 
therein.  15th.  Went  to  Cape  Elizabeth,  and  appointed  a 
meeting  there,  which  we  attended  to  good  satisfaction,  and  in 
this  and  the  day  following,  visited  some  relatives  in  that 
vicinity. 

Here  he  wrote  to  his  wife  as  follows : — 

'*  AVe  arrivc'<l  ihe  duy  before  yesterday  at  Portland,  where  I  found  a 
letter  frum  0i«-'O  fur  the  tirsi  time,  datiHl  li3tiu  of  lUh  mo.  I  had  lire- 
pared  my  mind  a^  well  as  poeisible  to  bear  the  worst,  and  how  wa:«  1 
rejoiced  to  timl  that  you  were  llien  all  in  usual  health;  insomudi  that  if 
I  had  not  been  in  com fiany, the  emotions  whirh  I  felt  would  have  brought 
a  flood  of  tears  from  my  eyes.  I  rejoiced,  and  gave  thanks  to  thf  God 
and  father  of  all  my  mercie!',  und  thy  tender  expressions  caused  tay 
cup  to  overflow.  We  are  making  i»rogre*5  on  our  gea-board  route 
homwward-boundj  which  truly  k»oks  pleasant,  and  we  have  prea!  cause 
to  acknowledge  the  favors  of  Divine  Providence  ;  He  hath  in  wiMlocn 
given  me  some  bitter  draughts  for  my  humiliation,  and  then  again,  as 
at  the  present,  hiu<  caused  my  cup  to  overflow  with  his  precious  love. 
We  are  now  in  goo<l  heahh,  for  us,  for  which  I  desire  to  be  iruly 
thankful;  mid  may  that  Hand  which  hath  hitherto  hclpt?d  us,  l>e  ihy 
support,  bear  up  ihy  mind  tliruugh  every  w>iillict  and  keep  thee  and 
tlie  children  under  his  gracious  protection/' 

First  day,  17th.  Attended  Friends*  Meeting  at  Falmouth, 
and  many  other  people  being  notified,  attended  also ;  in  which 
the  Law  state  and  Goj?pel  state  were  compared  and  much 
enlarged  upon,  and  the  subject  of  baptism  explained.  After- 
noon we  went  to  Gray,  and  had  an  evening  meeting  there  to 
good  satisfaction,  and  lodged  with  our  dear  uncle  George 
Dake,  wlio  was  greatly  r«^joiced  to  sec  us.  I8th.  Proceeding, 
we  went  to  Scarboroirgh,  where  we  had  a  little  meeting  with 
the  few  Friends  in  the  place,  and  some  others,  in  which  the 
insiifticiency  of  meie  human  reasoning  in  order  to  a  right 
understanding  of  Divine  things,  was  pointed  out^  and  it  was 
shown  that  faith  in  the  spiritual  manifestation,  as  well  as 
that  in  the  outward  coming  of  Christ,  is  of  the  highest  itn- 
portance  to  us,  in  order  to  receive  the  benefit  thereof,  and  to 
experience  a  real  change  of  heart  by  his  power,  and  that  there 
is  none  other  name  or  powder  under  heaven  whereby  we  can 
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be  saved  We  were  afterwards  informed  that  tbere  was  a 
mail  present  who  had  hiibibed  principles  of  iufidelity,  or  a 
disbelief  of  the  Christian  religion.  We  travelled  twenty- 
eight  miles  this  afternoon  and  evening  to  Berwick. 

Fourth  day,  20th.  Went  to  Oak  Woods,  and  attended  an 
evening  meeting  there,  which  was  rather  a  painful  one,  ^Ist. 
Attended  their  preparative  meeting  at  Berwick,  which  was 
long  silent,  but  way  was  at  length  made  for  a  little  lively 
labor  among  them  ;  after  which  there  was  something  offered 
by  a  young  man  present  who  beiongss  to  no  Society  j  his  ap- 
pearance was  plain,  and  his  doctrine  sound,  and  I  thiiik  did 
not  Imrt  the  meeting;  1  left  it  with  much  satisfaction  and 
peace.  After  calling  a  little  to  see  the  children  of  our  late 
friend  Paul  Eogers,  we  went  this  afternoon,  in  company  with 
Joshua  Jenkijis  and  wife,  to  Dover, 

22d.  Proceeded  to  Rochester,  where  we  had  a  small  meet- 
ing, and  returned  to  Dover.  Had  an  evening  meeting  there 
at  Friends*  meeting-house,  wliich  was  attended  by  many 
other  people;  in  which  the  original  and  present  state  of  man 
were  compared,  showing  that  the  same  Divine  intelligence 
which  made  a  distinction  between  right  and  wrong  to  our 
first  parents,  is  evidently  communicated  to  the  human  mind 
in  the  present  day.  ' 

23d.  In  company  with  Wra.  Brown  and  daughter,  went  to 
Beabrook,  twenty»two  milea,  and  on  first  day,  the  24th,  we 
attended  their  meeting,  which  was  small  and  silent.  The 
2oth,  travelled  thirty  miles  to  Salem,  and  on  the  26th,  had  a 
meeting  ther^j  in  the  afternoon,  and  next  day  went  to  Lynn, 
and  attended  their  week-day  meeting.  In  these  two  meet- 
ings the  necessity  of  watchfulness  against  tlie  subtle  tempta- 
tions of  the  enemy  was  pressingly  spoken  of.  This  after- 
noon, and  next  day,  the  28th,  visited  several  of  our  relatives 
and  dear  friends  in  a  social  way,  and  on  the  29lh,  took  leave 
of  them  and  proceeded  on  our  way  towards  Providence, 
arriving  at  the  School  next  day,  tlic  30th  ;  and  after  making  a 
little  visit  to  the  saperintendents  and  instructors,  came  to 
Amos  Collins-s  home,  where  I  lodged.  First  day,  the  31st,  I 
went  with  Beriah  Collins  to  Old  Warwick,  and  attended 
their  meeting,  (which  is  held  monthly,)  to  good  satisfaction, 
and  the  ensuing  day,  Ist  mo.,  1st,  1821,  I  went  to  Greenwich 


Monthly  Meeting,  held  at  Cranston ;  in  which  T  had 
service  in  the  C4ospel,  and  after  meeting,  returned  to  Amos 
Collins'^.  2d.  I  arrived  at  home  and  found  my  dear  wife  and 
children  all  well ;  for  whose  preservation,  as  well  as  niy  own, 
1  felt  truly  thankful  to  Him  whose  hand  liad  been  raercifiiUy 
round  about  us  for  our  support.  I  travelled  in  this  journey 
by  eornpiitution  eight  Imndred  and  sixty-seven  mile»;  was 
absent  two  months  and  five  days,  and  attended  fifty-nine 
meetings*  I  passed  through  many  dose  and  trying  exercises, 
but  through  Divine  favor,  was  enabled  to  en<lure  thfm  in  a 
good  degree  of  patience  and  rei^ignation ;  and  can  do  no  less 
than  acknowledge  that  help  was  aHbrded  in  the  needful  time, 
as  I  was  disposed  to  wait  for  it ;  and  also  that  the  peace  and 
satisfaction  which  I  felt  from  tinie  to  time,  as  well  as  at  the 
present  time,  is  more  than  an  ample  rewaid  for  all  ray  labors. 


Having  had  a  concern  upon  my  mind,  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time,  to  visit  the  people  in  Gospel  love,  in  some 
parts  of  Connecticut,  the  Western  part  of  Massachusetts,  and 
the  Eastern  part  of  the  State  of  New  York,  I  obtained  a  cer- 
tificate from  my  Monthly* and  Quarterly  Meetings  for  that 
purpose,  and  left  home  12th  mo.,  13th,  1821,  accompanied  by 
our  friend  Othniel  Foster;  Ethan  Foster  also  going  with  ua 
io  Hartford,  where  we  arrived  on  the  15th,  at  evening.  First 
day,  16th.  We  attended  Friends'  Meeting  at  West  Hartford, 
in  wliicli  it  appeared  that  vital  religion  was  in  rather  a  low 
state  with  some  present ;  with  these  1  was  led  into  a  pretty 
close  inquiry,  exhorting  tliem  to  a  strict  examination  of  their 
own  state  and  condition,  for  I  had  to  believe  that  some  of 
them  had  known  better  days  tlian  the  present ;  and  liowever 
painful  the  sensation,  I  felt  my  mind  in  a  good  degree  re- 
lieved. We  dined  at  Simeim  Arnold's,  and  had  a  religions 
opportunity  with  hirn  and  wife,  and  returned  this  evening  to 
the  city,  iHth.  Hml  an  evening  meeting  at  Wetherstiekl, 
among  Pretibylcrian!*,  Bapti;*tH,  and  Methodiwts;  most  of 
whom  apjx'ared  very  unM-tth-d,  and  to  have  but  little  sense  of 
vital  nligion,  t^ilking  and  wh»»*()ering  during  the  whort  time  of 
silence,  if  nilence  it  miyjhl  \h^  called;  and  it  appeared  that 
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some  looked  upon  us  with  ridicule ;  one  got  up  and  went  out, 
saying,  as  he  passed  us,  "  he  did  not  believe  the  spirit  would 
move  to-nigUt,  and  he  would  stay  no  longer.'*  I  labored 
among  them,  endeavoring  to  bring  their  minds  to  a  little  sol- 
emnity and  a  feeling  after  the  Divine  presence ;  a  few  ap- 
peared in  aome  degree  to  realize  what  was  offered,  but  most 
of  them  I  feared  were  lamentably  ignorant  of  a  right  prepara- 
tion and  exereise  of  niitjd  for  Divine  worship.  I  left  them 
rather  heavily,  having  to  moiu-n  over  their  superiieial  con- 
dition. 

19th,  We  left  Hartford,  and  w^ent  by  the  way  of  West 
Windsor  to  West  Sufieid,  where  we  found  it  our  place  to 
propose  a  meetiug.  The  proposition  was  cordially  embraced 
by  the  people,  and  notice  being  given,  the  sehool'liouwe  was 
crowded  with  peoplu  mostly  of  the  Presbyterian  denomitia- 
tion ;  and  considering  there  had  never  been  a  Friends*  meet^ 
ing  here  before,  they  gave  great  attention  and  sat  very 
quietly,  and  a  favored  baptizing  season  we  had  together;  the 
doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  substantially  as  they  are  believed  by 
us,  were  pretty  largely  set  fortl],  and  the  meeting  ended  to 
satisfaction,  with  acknowledgments  to  Him  who  had  helped 
us.  Here  a  young  woman,  a  Presbyterian,  came  to  us  after 
meeting  and  bid  us  "  God  speed ; "  she  appeared  to  be  an 
exercised  woman,  and  of  some  experience.  She  made  some 
inquiries  respecting  our  principles,  with  which  she  seemed  to 
be  sati;?fied. 

20th,  We  continued  our  travel  northward  until  we  came 
opposite  to  Springlield,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Connecticut 
River,  when  w^e  thought  we  felt  a  secret  inclination  to  turn 
that  way ;  which  we  accordingly  did,  and  stopping  to  feed 
our  horse,  w^e  fell  into  some  conversation  wdth  a  man  on 
religious  subjects,  who  w^as  of  the  Congregational  Society, 
but  acknowledged  to  a  directing  principle  in  the  heart,  to 
which,  he  said,  if  we  adhere,  w^e  shall  be  sure  to  do  right. 
We  distributed  to  him  and  several  other  young  men  present 
a  number  of  our  books,  which  they  seemed  eager  to  receive, 
and  some  of  them  would  fain  have  paid  us  for  them.  Tliere 
were  also  a  number  of  young  women  in  another  room,  who 
got  knowledge  of  our  being  there,  and  sent  us  an  invitation 
to  come  into  their  apartment  and  bring  our  books ;  which  we 
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did,  and  let  them  select  such  as  tjiey  chose ;  they  also  offefed 
to  pay  us,  and  gave  ua  many  thanks.  We  had  by  this  time 
got  rid  of  two  thirds  of  all  we  had ;  but  as  several  of  the  re» 
oeivers  lived  in  diiferent  parts  at  Gonsiderublo  distances,  we  did 
not  regret  parting  with  them,  thc-y  aL^o  promising  to  spread 
them.  Seeing  this  apparent  desire  and  openness  to  receive 
and  examuie  Friends'  books,  we  regretted  not  having  more  ia 
charge  for  distribution.  .\s  no  way  opened  for  a  meeting 
here  at  this  time,  we  felt  Lnclijied  to  go  eastw^ard^  but  seemed 
to  go  almost  as  if  we  knew  not  whither  and  feetijig  ourselves 
as  strangers  in  a  strange  land;  but  after  a  time  w^e  found  our* 
selves  at  a  village  in  the  town  of  Wilbraham,  and  seeing  a 
man  in  the  street^  we  asked  him  if  he  thought  the  people 
w^ould  be  willing  to  come  together  to  see  some  strangers. 
He  put  the  blu^^h  upon  me  by  asking  if  I  was  a  preacher,  and 
however  indirect  ray  answer,  he  gathered  my  meaning,  and 
said  he  would  consult  his  neighbors  ;  and  furtlier  said,  that  if 
agreed  to  he  w^ould  spread  the  information  by  the  scholars, 
and  inform  us  at  the  tavern  (to  which  we  were  going)  of  hia 
success ;  but  said  he  would  not  promise  us  much  of  a  meet- 
ing. According  to  promise,  he  came  and  informed  that  a 
meeting  was  appointed  for  us  at  the  school-house  ;  w^here  we 
met  with  near  two  hundred  people,  and  one  of  the  minibters 
of  the  place  with  them.  It  proved  to  be  a  highly  favored 
season,  in  which  the  doctrines  of  the  Gospel  flowed  freely, 
and  our  hearts  were  comforted  and  confirmed  in  the  almost 
unseen  direction  of  our  Holy  Leader,  in  bringing  us  hither. 

21st.  In  conformity  with  an  invitation  last  evening,  wo 
breakfasted  this  morning  wuth  the  Methodist  minister  of  the 
place.  From  here  we  returned  to  Springfield,  crossed  the 
river,  and  travelled  nine  miles  to  Westficld ;  where  we  felt 
desirous  of  a  meeting  in  the  evening,  but  by  inquiring  of  our 
host,  were  informed  that  their  Conference  Meeting  came  in 
course  this  evening  at  the  town-house,  and  that  there  was  no 
other  place  to  be  had  which  would  accommodate  the  people. 
However,  he  went  out  to  consult  the  deacons,  whether  they 
would  waive  their  conference  ;  who,  as  he  told  us,  were  will- 
ing to  give  way  on  their  own  part,  but  did  not  like  to  take  the 
responsibility  ;  by  further  consultation,  however,  they  agreed 
to  get  through  with  their  services  in  about  an  hour,  when  w^e 
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might  have  our  meeting.  We  were  accortlingly  invited  by  our 
landlord  to  go  with  liim  to  the  Conference,  They  prayed 
and  song,  and  then  the  Principal  of  the  Academy  was  called 
upon  to  deliver  u  short  sermon.  He  came  forward^  opened  a 
book,  and  read  over  a  crooked  kind  of  Calvinistic  diseonrse, 
yet  couched  in  correct  terms  as  to  words;  after  this,  a  deacon 
again  prayed,  and  then  said,  "  there  was  opportunity  for  the 
FrieJids  present  to  speak  to  the  people,"  bnt  excused  himself 
from  staying,  on  account  of  special  business.  During  the 
time  that  these  things  were  passing,  I  endeavored  to  keep  my 
mind  as  much  retired  as  possible;  but  at  best  was  in  a 
stripped,  if  not,  in  an  almost  confounded  situation  in  myself, 
having  no  prospect  or  view  of  any  subject  whatever  on  my 
mind;  but  when  the  meeting  fell  into  silence,  a  subject  was 
soon  presented  to  my  view,  and  I  ventured  (however  foolish  I 
feJt)  to  step  forward ;  and  the  opening  gradually  increased 
until  it  became  a  baptizing  season,  and  the  testimony  of  truth 
prevailed  over  all.  The  people  (some  of  whom,  as  our  host 
told  us,  before  meeting,  were  afmid  of  us,)  appeared  now  to 
be  well  satisfied,  and  I  felt  the  incomes  of  sweet  peace  in  this 
evening's  sacriiice.  Thus  1  lind  a  full  reduction  of  self  is 
preparatory  to  my  beat  seasons  of  labor,  as  well  as  to  a  greater 
enlargement  and  opening  in  the  Gospel. 

23d.  Went  to  Northampton  village,  and  put  up  at  an  inn. 
As  we  felt  desirous  of  a.  meeting  here,  we  inquired  of  our  host 
if  he  thought  the  people  would  be  willing  to  come  together 
and  have  a  meeting  with  some  strangers ;  he  replied  that  he 
thought  they  would,  but  alluding  to  the  leading  characters,  he 
said,  "  our  iieople  are  pretty  superstitious  here,"  yet  added, 
that  he  would  go  out  and  consult  the  deacons,  and  try  to  get 
the  liberty  of  the*  school-house.  After  being  gone  a  consider- 
able time,  he  returned  with  the  information  that  they  were 
not  willing  to  encourage  a  meeting;  but  that  he  and  two  or 
three  more  had  hired  a  large  hall  near  by,  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  meeting,  and  had  notified  it  accordingly;  which 
we  attended,  and  it  was  a  satisfactory  time.  First  day,  '^tth. 
We  had  a  meeting  at  a  school-house,  in  the  west  part  of 
Northampton,  to  satisfaction.  25th,  We  set  out  for  New 
Lebanon,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  a  distance  of  about 
forty-five  miles ;  the  travelling  was  bad,  on  account  of  the 
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depth  of  the  snow,  and  the  path  too  narrow  for  our  wheel* ; 
and  what  made  it  still  more  laborious  was,  that  thtf  tirst 
twenty  miles  were  very  hiUy  and  mountainous^  so  thut  our 
horse  had  enough  to  do,  much  of  the  way,  to  carry  the  empty 
chaise,  and  we  to  clamber  up  the  steep  ascents  on  our  feirt; 
the  path  being  very  Blippen»%  we  felt  the  want  of  corks,  but  wo 
were  flavored  to  reach  Hazard  Mory's  at  night.  Next  day  we 
rested  and  I  wrott?  to  my  fumily. 

27th.  In  company  with  brotlier  H.  M.,  wife,  and  daughtery 
we  went  to  Adam»,  twenty-five  miles,  and  lodged  at  Samuel' 
Browning's.  28th.  Had  a  meeting  here  at  Friends'  meeting- 
house, and  in  the  evening  at  Joshua  MoryV,  Williamstown, 
in  which  I  had  some  clear  openi(igs  in  regard  to  the  coming  of 
Clirijft's  kingdom,  and  the  doing  of  His  will  on  earth  as  it  la 
done  in  heaven ;  a  brief  recapitulation  of  the  prugrcAs  of 
religion  in  the  world,  and  that  in  proportion  as  man  comes  to 
the  purity  of  the  Gospel,  his  affection  for  outward  things  will 
diniiiii!?h.  29th.  \W*nt  to  the  Widow  Gorton's,  in  Hancock, 
and  had  an  evening  meeting  at  her  house,  in  which  the  man- 
ner of  obtaining  the  saving  knowledge  of  God  was  opened 
and  fully  treated  on,  A  Baptist  minister  attended,  and  was 
quiet. 

30th.  We  had  an  -ippointed  rut- eting  in  the  village,  in  which 
our  doctrines  in  regard  to  Divine  worship,  the  ministry,  bap- 
tism, and  the  supper  were  largely  treated  on*  The  minister 
aforesaid  was  again  present,  he  and  his  hearers  having  given 
up  their  own  meeliiig  and  attended  ours;  they  manifi'sted  no 
dissatisfaction,  but  sat  quietly,  and  separated  peaceably.  This 
meeting  was  on  the  first  day  of  the  week  ;  and  in  the  evening 
we  had  a  meeting  at  Lebanon  Pool,  which  was  small  on  ac- 
count of  the  severity  of  the  weather ;  it  was,  however,  satis- 
factory. 31  St.  Had  another  meeting  at  the  same  place  this 
evening,  to  good  satisfaction  ;  several  Baptist  people  after 
meeting  were  inclined  to  have  some  conversation  on  the  sub- 
ject of  baptism^  in  which  we  indulged  tliem,  and  parted 
friendly. 

1st  mo.,  lat,  1822.  We  set  out  from  Hazard  Mory's  and 
went  to  John  Collins's,  at  Chatham,  where  we  were  very 
affeclionately  received  by  him  and  wife.  Here  I  was  much 
out  of  health  for  several  days,  but  was  treated  with  the  great- 
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est  kindness  and  tenderness.  I  was,  however,  able  to  attend 
their  meeting  on  fifth  day,  wLitrh  was  pretty  large  and  satis* 
factory.  On  the  same  evening,  we  made  a  little  visit  to  Syl- 
vanus  Gardner,  an  aged  friend,  who  is  entirely  blind;  his 
company  and  conversation  were  savory.  He  and  his  daughter 
live  together,  to  whom  the  language  of  encouragement  Howcd 
freely. 

While  resting  here  at  the  house  of  his  brother-in-law  .lohn 
Collins,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Ids  wife,  firom  which  the  following 
is  an  extract : — 

^  I  liave  in  ihe  rourse  of  this  visit  ex|ieneuceil  iome  seasons  of  great 
ilcprcpsion,  and  trial  of  ftiitb  ;  wherein  I  have  hiid  somctiraes  to  marvel 
that  I  should  be  out  on  such  a  service  as  (his;  and  again  I  have  been 
^newod,  and  have  appeared  a  little  to  myself,  like  one  wlio  bad  risen 
from  ihe  dead.  1  find  lliat  these  de^cendingr*  and  ascending^  pmvc  as  a 
check  upon  eacli  other,  and  a  regulating  balance  uj)on  (bo  mind.  It  ia 
now  three  weeks  since  I  left,  and  getting  roynd  so  far  has  taken  rather 
less  time  than  I  expected  ;  but  how  much  time  may  he  required  to  i>er- 
form  the  seniee  before  me,  is  yet  uncertain.  I  affectionately  greet,  you 
all,  with  breatliiiig  de.sires  for  your  preservation  eveiy  way." 

Seventh  day,  4th.  Went  in  company  with  brother  J.  C.  and 
wife  to  Grhent,  and  lodged  at  Nathan  CoUins's ;  here  we  had 
a  favored  meeting  next  day. 

6th.  In  company  with  several  Friends,  we  went  to  HadBon, 
wheiei  in  the  evening,  we  had  a  large  meeting  with  Friends 
and  the  towns-people,  in  which  the  state  of  mankind  in  differ- 
ent ages  of  the  world  was  alluded  to  ;  showing  that  the  legal 
dispensation,  although  adapted  to  the  outward  condition  of 
mankind  at  that  time,  was  not  to  continue ;  but  as  men  ad- 
vanced fully  to  the  parity  of  the  Gospel,  outward  and  figura- 
tive observances  are  seen  not  to  be  essential ; — ^the  meeting 
ended  to  good  satisfaction.  7th.  This  evening,  had  a  meet- 
ing at  Claverack,  where  we  had  a  favorable  o[)portunity  with 
the  people,  mostly  Dutch,  and  not  of  our  Society,  Sabstan- 
tial  religion  was  closely  recomttiended,  and  the  ill  consequences 
of  intemperance  opened  in  a  i^olemn  manner,  8th.  In  com- 
pany with  Benjamin  Jenkins  and  wife,  of  Hudson,  went  to 
Little  Nine  Partners,  and  lodged  at  Samuel  Gritman's,  where 
next  day  we  liad  a  favored  meeting,  and  went,  after  it,  to 
Jeremiah  Browning^s,  and  lodged  ;  here  we  stayed  till  first  day 
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morning,  the  12tb,  wben  we  went  to  Crura  Elbow,  and  at- 
tended their  meeting,  which  was  silent  till  near  the  eloee^  when 
I  called  tlieir  uttention  to  the  need  of  liMening  to  the  intiina> 
tions  of  truth  on  the  mind,  rather  than  to  be  looking  outwatd 
to  hear  the  instructions  of  men,  13th.  Had  a  meeting  at  the 
Creek,  to  good  satisfaction,  and  attended  another  in  the  even- 
ing, at  Stanford,  which  was  attended  by  many  of  the  Baptists, 
whose  opposition  to  the  doctrine  which  was  delivered,  seemed 
to  ruD  like  a  strong  current  against  us,  and  made  it  hard  work 
to  get  rightly  forward  amongst  them ;  but  Friends  appeared 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  meeting.  14th.  Went  to  Oswego  and 
attended  their  monthly  meeting,  to  a  good  degree  of  satisfac- 
tion. 15th.  Attended  the  monthly  meeting  at  Nine  Partnero, 
which  r  sat  through  in  silence,  having,  at  the  same  time,  a  fear 
attending  my  mind,  that  they  had  more  preaching  here  than 
was  profitable ;  for  I  ara  confirmed  in  the  belief,  that  more  than 
is  meet  will  have  a  tendency  to  draw  away  the  attention  of 
the  people  from  the  true  place  of  waiting  for  instructiOJi,  even 
in  their  own  hearts. 

17th.  Accompanied  by  Eleazer  Havilantl,  went  to  New 
Fairfield,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  lodged  at  the 
house'  of  his  father,  Isaac  Haviland,  near  which  we  had  a 
meeting  next  day,  with  Friends  at  the  Valley;  and  in  the 
afternouM,  went  to  Danbury,  and  had  an  evening  meeting  at 
the  Court-house,  which  was  large  and  satisfactory ;  the  sheriff 
and  one  of  the  judges  attended,  who  were  very  attentive  in 
keeping  order  in  the  meeting.  19th.  Had  a  precious  little 
meeting  at  Benjamin  Knapp*s,  at  the  same  place ;  he  and  his 
wife  arc  aged  people,  and  were  greatly  tendered  in  this  little 
opportunity  ;  at  parting,  he  expressed  with  tears  tliat  he  could 
truly  say  it  was  good  for  him  that  we  had  been  there;  his 
children  appeared  to  be  people  of  religious  sensibility,  and 
expressed  much  sati.'jfuction  in  our  visit.  In  the  afternoon, 
we  went  to  Reading,  and  had  an  evening  meeting  there,  in 
which  we  had  to  acknowledge  the  great  condescension  of 
Divine  goodness  in  overshadowing  us,  and  qualifying  for 
precious  silent  worship,  as  well  as  vocal  testimony  and  solemn 
supplication,  20th.  Went  to  Trumbull^  in  company  with 
E.  lit  aforesaid,  and  John  liavihind,  who  had  kindly  aceom- 
panicd  us  hitJierto  from  New  Fairfield.     Here,  as  we  passed 
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the  street,  aeeing  do  sign  for  a  tavern,  we  called  on  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Davkl  Booth,  who  had  become  dissatisfied  with 
the  Presbyterian  religion,  and  had  read  some  of  the  writings  of 
Friends.  He  seemed  glad  to  see  us,  but  our  stay  there  ap- 
peared to  bring  a  great  strait  over  his  mind,  on  account  of  his 
family,  which  consisted  of  two  daughters,  his  only  children ; 
they  were  greatly  troubled  about  their  father,  on  account  of 
the  coinrse  he  was  taking,^for  we  found  before  we  left  the 
place,  that  the  neighbors  began  to  call  him  a  Quaker,  which, 
without  doubt,  was  very  alarming  to  his  daughters ;  and  we 
having  proposed  a  meeting,  one  of  them  found  means  to  get 
her  father  into  another  room,  where  they  had  a  pretty  long 
conversation ;  on  returning,  he  told  us  he  was  very  sorry  it 
was  so,  but  his  daughters  were  going  away  that  afternoon, 
otherwise  he  should  have  been  glad  to  entertain  us  at  his 
house  through  the  niglit;  therefore,  we  concluded,  (which  I 
had  before  proposed  to  my  companion,  as  being  best,)  to  try 
to  get  entertainment  elsewhere  ;  he  told  us  where  he  thought 
we  could  be  accommodated,  at  the  same  time  oiTering  to  do 
what  he  could  to  notify  a  meeting  in  their  school-house. 
Accordingly,  he  and  J.  H.  \vent  to  inviting  the  people;  the 
rest  of  us  went  to  the  house  proposed,  kept  by  a  widow 
woman,  to  whom  we  applied  for  entertainment;  but  she  ap- 
peared to  be  rather  shy  of  us,  especially  when  E.  J  I.  told  lier 
that  we  had  a  meeting  appointed  at  the  school-house  that 
eTening.  She  inquired  if  we  had  seen  "  Mr,  Taylor,'*  their 
miDister,  who,  she  said,  lived  not  far  olT,  and  told  us  where; 
saying  she  had  no  license,  and  her  stable  was  out  of  order. 
But  it  so  happened,  that  she  saw  the  priest  passing  by,  and 
called  him  in,  telling  him  in  our  presence,  that  *'  these  gentle- 
men propose  a  meeting  in  the  school-house  this  evening."  He 
put  on  a  very  affable  countenance,  and  said,  he  had  made  an 
appointment  that  evening  for  himself,  and,  therefore,  thought 
it  would  be  rather  difficult  or  improj>er  for  us  to  have  a  meet- 
ing at  the  same  time.  We  told  him  that  our  meeting  was 
already  appointed,  and  many  of  the  people  notified,  and  if  he 
pleased,  we  should  like  to  have  his  company  also.  He  re- 
plied, that  he  would  like  to  attend  if  he  knew  how  to  dispense 
with  his  own  appointment  The  woman,  on  seeing  this  com- 
placency between  us,  began  to  shake  off  her  fears  a  little,  and 
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said  to  him,  "  Mr.  Taylor,  your  appointment  is  on  the  other 
Btreet,  and  near  three  miles  from  this,  and  the  people  there 
can  attend  your  meeting,  find  the  people  on  this  street  can 
attend  Ihe  meeting  which  these  gentlemen  have  appointed;** 
to  which  proposfition  he  made  no  further  objection,  and  went 
on  towards  his  own  meeting ;  and  when  the  time  came,  we 
attended  ours,  which  was  a  favored  season,  and  best  help,  to 
my  admiration,  was  afforded  while  on  my  feet ;  and,  as  J.  H- 
observed,  when  I  had  nearly  half  done  speaking,  he  saw  the 
priest  come  into  the  entry,  and  stand,  among  others,  by  the 
door,  thus  being  a  w^itness  to  the  latter  part  of  the  testimony, 
relative  to  outward  ordlnance?*i,  and  the  true  Gospel  ministry. 
When  we  returned  to  our  lodgings,  we  found  him  there.  I 
inquired  of  him  whether  he  had  been  at  our  meeting  ?  He 
said  he  had,  but  it  was  so  near  the  close,  that  he  had  no  op- 
portunity to  hear,  and  avoided  conversation  on  the  subjects 
treated  on  in  the  meeting,  which  he  had  heard,  but  introduced 
the  subject  of  receiviJig  divine  grace,  pleading  that  men  must 
be  elected  and  changed  before  they  can  receive  it;  which 
proposition  we  reversed,  by  showing  that  the  change  and 
election  is  eiTccted  by  receiving  and  conforming  to  its  oper- 
ation. After  divers  objectiofis,  which  he  brought  against  the 
universality  of  light  and  grace,  w^ere  obviated  and  answered, 
and  he  had  obligingly  invited  us  to  his  house,  he  took  leave  of 
us  in  a  friendly  manner.  There  was  a  man  present  during 
this  conversation,  who  told  us,  after  the  priest  had  gone,  that 
he  had  several  times  of  late,  heard  him  publicly  declare,  that 
every  man*s  election  or  reprobation  was  decreed  from  the  foun- 
dation of  the  world.  But  the  woman  seemed  hardly  willing 
to  admit  that  her  minister  had  ever  made  so  decided  a  state- 
ment in  favor  of  decrees ;  and  said  to  the  man,  •*  Whatever  you 
may  have  understood  Mr.  Taylor  to  say  on  the  subject,  he  now 
appears  to  agree  with  these  gentlemen  in  regard  to  free  grace." 
In  the  morning,  before  leaving  the  town,  we  called  again  to 
gee  David  Booth,  who  expressed  much  thankfulness  for  our 
visit  to  the  place,  and  great  satisfaction  in  the  meeting,  and 
we  left  him  very  tender. 

We  went  from  this  place  to  Bridgeport,  where  we  thought 
it  right  to  propose  a  meeting.  Accordingly,  our  host  sent 
his   young  man   with   J.   H.  to   consult  the   minister,  who 
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kept  the  school  in  the  academy, — the  most  suitable  place  to 
meet  in*  He  told  them  that  he  had  been  applied  to  by  a 
man  of  the  Metliodist  society  for  the  use  of  the  room  for  a 
minister  of  theirs  from  New  York,  who  was  expected  there 
that  evening,  and  that  it  would  be  well  for  them  to  inqaire  of 
the  man  whether  they  were  likely  to  want  it,  and  if  they  were 
not,  to  let  him  know  it,  and  he  would  give  out  notice  of  the 
meeting  for  us  by  the  scholars.  They  applied  to  the  Method- 
ists, and  were  told  if  their  miiiieter  came  they  would  have 
their  meeting  in  their  own  meeting-house,  near  the  academy, 
which  accordingly  took  place;  and  being  bo  near  ours,  had 
rather  an  unfavorable  tendency  in  the  forepart  of  our  meet- 
ing, the  people  appearing  to  be  in  suspense  which  meeting  to 
attend  ;  some  would  come  in  and  sit  awhile,  and  then  go  out, 
and  those  who  stayed,  who  were  pretty  many,  appeared  to  be 
very  unsettled  in  their  minds,  or  most  of  them  ;  but  however 
unfit  the  meeting  seemed  to  be  for  receiving  Gospel  instruc- 
tion, I  found  it  my  place  to  stand  up  and  labor  among  them,  in 
order  that  they  might  be  gathered  to  the  ground  and  place  of 
true  devotion.  The  work  was  laborious  indeed,  and  I  found 
that  great  care  was  necessary  in  order  to  step  rightly  along. 
After  thus  striving  with  that  floating,  scattering  disposition  for 
a  considerable  time,  a  solemnity  began  to  cover  some  of  their 
minds,  and  finally  spread  over  the  whole  audience.  While  I 
was  speaking  the  other  meeting  broke  up,  (which,  it  seemed, 
was  short,)  and  their  whole  company  came  to  ours,  making 
some  interruption  for  a  few  minutes  ;  our  house  was  now  much 
crowded,  but  soon  became  settled  and  quiet.  Wliile  this  ad- 
dition was  making  to  our  meeting,  I  sat  down,  but  as  soon  as 
the  meeting  became  a  little  settled,  I  resumed  the  subject 
where  I  left  it,  and  the  opening  was  enlarged  to  divers  doc- 
trines of  the  Gospel,  and,  I  believe,  it  was  a  baptizing  season 
to  some. 

22d.  We  travelled  to  New  Haven,  and  attended  a  meet- 
ing appointed  for  us  there  in  the  court-house,  which,  al- 
though not  large,  on  account  of  the  great  severity  of  the 
weather,  was  a  solid  meeting,  and  there  appeared  great  open- 
ness in  those  present  to  receive  our  testimony.  Here  we 
found  one  member  of  our  Society,  and  several  friendly  people, 
who  freely  acknowledged  the  excellency  of  our  principles. 


40 


JOURNAL   or  .fOHS  WILBrU, 


23d*  We  parted  with  our  dear  Friends  E.  H.  and  J*  H.,  who 

bad  thus  far  given  up  to  accompany  us,  and  had  been  agreea- 
ble companions,  and  truJy  helpful  to  us. 

We  proceeded  from  New  Haven  towards  home,  not  much 
expecting  to  have  any  more  meetings,  past^ing  easily  through 
icveral  villages  till  we  came  to  Killingswortb,  where,  as  we 
were  passing  along  the  street,  my  mind  was  aecretly  and  very 
unexpectedly  arrested  with  an  inclination  to  make  a  little 
stop  somewhere  here;  and  seeing  some  men  wnth  a  team,  I 
inquired  of  them  the  name  of  the  place,  which,  when  I  had 
heard,  I  inquired  after  one  A.  S.,  a  man  of  considerable  note, 
of  whom  I  had  heard,  that  he  lived  at  Killingswortb ;  they 
showed  us  his  house  near  by,  where  we  called,  and  after  some 
conversation  I  opened  to  him  my  desire  for  a  meeting  with 
the  town's-peopie.  He  acquiesced,  and  his  son  and  clerk 
went  immediately  out  to  notify  the  people.  This  man  would 
not  consent  for  us  to  go  to  a  tavern,  but  had  our  horses  put 
up,  and  kindly  entertained  us  at  his  own  house.  It  was  after 
aunset  when  this  meeting  was  agreed  on,  and  in  about  one 
hour  the  room  in  the  academy  was  muuh  crowded  with  peo- 
ple, besides  a  number  who  came  that  could  not  get  in.  This 
meeting^ — how  different  from  some  which  I  have  attended! 
here  they  gathered  as  in  the  solemnity,  prepared  to  receive 
our  testimony;  and  my  heart  was  filled  with  matter,  like  a 
vessel  that  wanted  vent;  mouth  and  wisdom,  tongue  and 
utterance,  were  given  to  my  admiration,  and  the  meeting 
ended  %vith  solemn  supplication,  wherein  we  were  made  joy- 
ful, as  in  the  house  of  prayer; — at  which  season  we  not  only 
felt  breathing  intercessions  for  the  people  present,  but  for 
many  with  whom  we  had  met  in  this  visit,  and  who  were 
now  brought  near  to  our  best  feelings.  Here  we  were  ena- 
bled, as  a  finishing  season  to  the  visit,  to  present  these  as  at 
the  footstool  of  God's  mercy  and  the  throne  of  his  grace, 
acknowledging  the  favor  of  the  past,  and  desiring  the  con- 
tinuance of  their  and  our  future  preservation.  Next  day, 
travelled  about  forty  miles  to  Joshua  Gardner's,  in  Stoning- 
ton;  and  the  day  following,  the  27th  of  1st  month,  1822, 
arrived  home,  and  I  was  rejoiced  to  meet  with  ray  family 
again,  and  find  them  in  usual  health. 
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CHAPTER    IL 


HIS  TRAVKLS  AND  KXERCISKS  BETWEEN   1824  ANP   1827.  INCLUDING 
8(JME   ALLUSION   TO   HIS  EARLY   LIFE   AND   EXPERIENCE. 


7th  mo.,  17th,  1824.  Fifty  years  have  now  elapsed,  since 
the  day  of  ray  birth.  The  events  which  have  transpired — 
the  exercises,  experience,  and  errors  of  my  past  life^  are  known 
to  me ;  but  those  which  yet  remain  in  the  bosom  of  futurity 
are  unknown  to  me;  and  although  it  is  far  from  me  to  cheTish 
a  vain  desire  of  foreboding  that  which  may  fall  to  my  lot,  yet 
one  thing  I  do  desire,  namely,  that  I  may  be  favored  with 
meekness  and  patience  to  endure  the  requisite  tribulations 
that  may  hereafter  be  my  portion  in  Divine  appoiiitment ; 
and  that  a  living  experience  in  that  which  is  good  may  be 
increased  within  me,  that  so  I  may  be  more  and  more  enabled 
to  foresee  and  shun  the  evil. 

Not  having  recorded  any  account  of  my  life  heretofore, 
save  of  a  few  visits  abroad  on  a  religious  account,  I  thuik 
proper  now,  however  out  of  season  it  may  appear,  to  com- 
mence, by  way  of  diary,  some  account  of  my  religious  exer- 
cises and  experience,  for  the  benefit  of  my  family  after  time 
to  me  here  shall  be  no  more ; — as  well  as  to  note  some  cir- 
cumstances considered  more  common  in  life. 

But,  regarding  what  is  past,  I  may  say  that  the  guarded 
care  of  my  parents,  a  constant  attendance  of  religious  meet- 
ings, and  an  attention  to  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  of 
truth,  were  a  great  help  to  my  mind  in  preparing  the  way  for, 
and  directing  my  attention  to  the  saving  principle  of  Divine 
grace  within, — the  restraining  power  of  which  I  became  ac- 
quainted with  in  very  early  life ;  and  I  feel  constrained  to  bear 
testimony  to  its  eificacy  and  sufficiency  in  eflfecting  the  work 
of  regeneration  and  salvation  of  all  who  yield  to  its  reforming 
power;  and  this  converting  principle  of  light  and  grace,  I 
4« 
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fully  believe  was  procured  and  conferred  on  mankind  by  Jesns 
Christ  our  Lord ;  that  his  coming,  life,  death,  and  sufferings^ 
are  the  very  groundwork  of  the  application  of  this  principle ; 
which  is,  emphatically  speaking,  the  spirit  of  Cfmst  the  Saviour 
of  men.  That  He  is  the  only  mediator,  and  offered  himself  a 
propitiatory  sacrifice  for  sins  that  are  past,  repented  of,  and 
forsaken,  is  beyond  all  doubt;  and  on  this  hangs  my  hope. 
It  has,  I  trust,  been  the  expiation  of  my  past  errors,  and  in 
Him  is  my  hope  of  preservation  in  the  future.  It  is  this  in- 
ward operating  principle  that  has  so  far  preserved  me  through 
life  ;  and  it  is  to  this  blessed  spirit  of  Christ  alone  that  I  trust 
for  direction  and  preservation  during  the  remainder  of  my 
pilgrimage. 

[A  blank  in  the  Manuscript  follows  the  foregoing,  which 
gives  the  impression  that  he  did  not  finish  what  he  intended. 
The  following  extract  from  a  letter  to  a  friend,  written  many 
years  afterwards,  w^ill  in  some  measure  supply  this  defect,] 

"  I  have  often  recurred,  wilL  a  df grce  of  salisfactioD,  to  my  early 
impressions,  as  well  as  to  the  itistruclions  which  were  given  me  by  my 
parents.     They  early  miulc  me  acqiminlud  with  the  iluetrines  of  Chris- 
tianity, 50  far  i\s  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  of  trutli  would  give  me 
that  knowledge;  and  I  was  carefully  instructed  to  reverence  these 
sacred  writings.     The  precepts  of  the  New  Testament,  in  a  pnrticul«r 
manner,  did  seem  fully  lo  correspond  with  tliose  secret  sen.salJon*,  which 
I  was  early  led  lol>elievc  were  the  openings  and  leadings  of  truth  upon 
my  mind;  I  was  enabled  also,  without  an  expositor,  to  receive  aad  j*at- 
iisfactoriiy  to  understand,  some  of  the  more  prominent  and  simple  doc- 
trines of  the  Gospel,  as  to  the  eiisiracter  and  the  several  otlieus  of  Jesus 
Christ  the  Saviour  of  the  world.     And  now  also,  iii  due  time,  the 
history  of  the  Society  of  Friends  was  introduced  to  my  rea«ling  and 
observation  ;  and  my  youthful  mind  was  ihereby  strengthened  and  eon- 
tirmfd  to  make  a  more  perfect  discrimination  between  the  works  of  the 
law  and  those  of  faith,  and  to  perceive  what  faith  in  God,  and  in  ih© 
Lord  Jesns  Christ  would  do, — even  that  faith  which  worketh  by  love, 
to  the  purifying  of  the  heart,     I  saw  that  it  was  sutricient  j  that  it  ena- 
bled those  sons  of  the  morning  of  our  day,  notwithstanding  the  mighty 
opposition  which  lay  in  their  way,  to  work  the  works  of  God, — even 
those  spiritual  works  which   were  wrought   in  them,  and  by  them, 
Ihi-ough  the  sanctifying  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  the  covenant  of 
God's  promise  unto  them, — even  in  like  manner  as  the  primitive  Chiis- 
tians  did ;  they  joiited  and  worked  with   the  workings  of  grace  in 
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themselves,  to  Ihe  glory  of  God,  and  to  the  praise  of  thu  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

**  And  now  I  found  myself  to  be  one  of  this  Society,  not  by  l>iiib  and 
education  only,  but  I  embraced  and  received,  and  fully  believed  in  the 
doclrines  of  Christianity,  as  pmfessed  by  it;  and  I  have  ever  since 
loved  Ibc  Society  and  its  testimonies,  wlicrever  they  have  been  planted; 
not  only  in  my  native  land  of  America,  but  also  in  this  nation,  [Eng- 
land,] where  thi^  the  Lord's  right  hand  planting  wa?,  as  regards  our 
Society,  first  begun.** 

7th  mo.,  18th.  First  day.  Had  no  opemng  at  meeting  this 
day  for  communieatioii  to  others,  but  considerable  enlarge- 
ment in  my  own  mind,  more  especially  on  the  attxibuti^s  of 
divine  greatness, — not  only  present  in  every  place,  but  ex- 
tending through  all  extent,  far  beyond  the  limited  reach  of  our 
widest  conceptions.  The  terms  bounflless  and  infinite  exceed 
the  utmost  stretch  of  practical  reflection  with  us,  though  they 
are  frequently  used  by  men  in  attempting  to  describe  God's 
existence ; — perhaps,  iti  a  strict  sense,  even  rather  presumptu- 
ously so,  because  they  extend  so  far  beyond  anything  we 
know;  and  yet  that  He  is  incomprehensible  by  men,  is  no 
presumption  at  all,  because  we  know  it  and  can  truly  say  that 
He  is  good  and  great.  And,  in  the  conclusion  of  these  reflec- 
tions, and  a  consideration  of  human  foolishness,  finitude,  and 
littleness,  I  had  also  to  reflect,  how  trivial  are  our  trials  and 
sufierings  in  this  world,  and  how  supportable  and  easily  ea- 
durcd,  by  a  mind  truly  enlarged  in  the  enjoyment  of  love 
divine  here,  and  a  prospect  of  a  fruitioti  of  it  hereafter. 

Slst.  Micajah  Collins,  Paul  Newhall,  and  Matthew  and 
Betsy  Purinton,  came  to  our  house  and  lodged.  Micajah  has 
now  set  out  on  a  religious  visit  to  Ohio  and  Indiana.  They 
all  attended  our  preparative  meeting  the  next  day;  Micajah 
had  a  lively  testimony,  comforting  and  encouraging  to  the  few 
exercised  minds  among  us  j  but  close  and  pertinent  to  a 
worldly  spirit,  and  such  as  are  halting  between  two  opinions, 
or  such  as  are  not  fully  decided  whether  to  place  their  airec- 
tions  upon  the  Truth,  or  upon  the  things  of  this  world  ;  for 
such  there  truly  are,  whose  minds  are  divided  between  God 
and  Mammon  ;  and  how  feeble  and  unavailing  must  their 
eftbrts  be  on  the  side  of  religion,  while  they  are  captivaled  by 
the  god  of  this   world  I     The   consideration   of  it  is   truly 
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mournful,  and  especially  so  when  we  are  assembled  for 
ijgious  worship;  for  when  there,  they  are  dull  and  heavy,  and 
cannot  participate  ia  the  exercise  of  it ;  such  a  state  prevalent 
in  a  meeting  very  much  obstructs  the  cuncnt  of  lively  deTo- 
tion,  and  brings  a  burden  upon  the  living.  This  afternoon 
our  Friends  left  us,  Micajiih  and  his  companion  pursuing  their 
journey,  and  the  otliers  returning. 

2Gth.  At  the  Monthly  Meeting  held  at  South  Kingston,  I 
had  a  frcHh  opening  of  the  divine  goodness  in  sowing  the 
seed  of  the  kingdom  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men,  its 
nature  and  sufficiency,  the  capacity  of  the  mind  to  profit  by 
it,  and  that  if  fruit  is  not  brought  forth,  we  must  "  blame 
the  culture,  not  the  soil,"  The  parable  of  the  sower,  and 
Isaiah's  allegory  of  the  vineyard,*  opened  in  a  consideration 
of  the  subject,  and  our  accountability  for  the  interpos^ition  and 
favor  of  Divine  Providence  toward  us  was  brought  pretty 
closely  home  to  the  nniids  of  those  present,  and  that  the  de- 
nunciation against  the  Lord's  vineyard  must  eveMtually  be 
applied  to  us,  if  there  be  not  a  faithful  cultivation  of  the 
choice  vine. 

First  day,  8th  mo.,  Ist.  I  left  home  in  order  to  attend  the 
Quarterly  Meeting  at  Portsmouth — ^attended  in  course  the 
meeting  at  Coventry^ — silent^ — ^wentto  Providence,  and  lodged 
at  Moses  Brown's.  lo  this  dear  aged  Friend  we  see,  not  only 
what  the  power  of  truth  and  a  devotion  to  it  will  do  for  the 
human  mind,  but  an  uncommon  continuation  of  the  mental 
faculties  in  old  age ;  he  being,  I  think,  in  his  eighty-seventh 
year. 

Second  day.  Proceeding  on  my  way  toward  Portsmouth,  I 
stopped  at  Swansey  to  see  my  son,  who  has  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine  there;  lie  appears  to  have  obtained  the 
confidence  of  the  people  so  as  to  promise  success ;  but  1  feel 
cautious  of  flattering  myself  therewith,  knowing  that  the 
greatest  prospects  in  this  life  may  be  suddenly  blasted  by 
some  unforeseen  occurrence ;  and  my  greatest  desire  for  ray 
dear  children  now  centres  in  this,  that  they  may  be  preserved 
in  the  Truth  by  that  providential  hand  which  can  give  success 
in  outward  things,  or  otherwise,  as  He  may  see  meet  for  our 
spiritual  good, 

♦  iBoi&bi  chap.  ▼. 
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4th,  Went  to  Portsmouth,  and  attended  the  Select  Quar- 
terly Meeting,  in  wliich  some  remarks  were  made  on  the  sub- 
ject of  true  faith  in  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  and 
on  an  improper  extension  of  oflerings  in  the  ministry. 

Fifth  day.  In  the  morning  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Select 
Yearly  Meetings'  committee  on  a  distressing  case  of  difficulty 
and  unsoundness  about  New  Bedford ;  the  deliberation  re- 
sulted in  the  conclusion  for  some  part  of  the  committee  to 
attend  the  Select  Meeting  there.  I  attended  the  Quarterly 
Meeting  this  day,  which  was  conducted  satisfactorily,  after 
which  I  returned  to  Swansey ;  and  on  sLxth  day,  attended  the 
meeting  of  the  general  School  Committee  at  Providence,  in 
which  a  concern  and  care  was  manifest  for  a  right  regulation 
of  that  important  institution. 

Jonathan  Chace,  of  Swansey,  Mass.,  died  very  suddenly  on 
first  day,  the  24th  of  last  month.  He  was  a  minister  in 
good  esteem  in  our  Society,  a  zealous  supporter  of  our  prin- 
ciples and  doctrines,  both  by  example  and  precept ;  a  pattern 
of  primitive  simplicity  and  humility  ;  honest  and  plain  to  all 
in  the  discharge  of  what  he  apprehended  to  be  his  duty; 
aftable  and  agreeable  in  his  conversation,  and  in  his  manners 
without  affectation, 

8th  mo.,  15th.  I  had  some  pretty  clear  openings  this  day, 
at  meeting,  respecting  the  way  to  obtain  living  waters, 
several  passages  of  Scripture  opening  clearly  on  the  subject; 
but  I  had  not  as  I  apprehend  the  word  of  command  to  com- 
municate anything  of  it  to  others.  23d.  Attended  Monthly 
Meeting  at  South  Kingston  ;  where,  after  a  long  laborious 
time,  I  had  a  close  searching  testimony  near  the  close  of  the 
meeting  for  worship,  and  an  alarm  to  sound  to  some  who  (as 
appeared  to  the  view  of  my  mind)  were  buried  so  deep  in  the 
earth  as  scarcely  to  be  able  to  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
though  it  might  be  thrice  repeated,  as  by  the  Prophet,  "  O 
Earth  I  Earth  I  Earth  1 "  A  current  of  consolation  was  never- 
theless extended  to  the  momrners  in  Zion,  for  the  lifting  up  of 
the  weak  hands,  and  the  confirming  of  the  feeble  knees. 

9th  mo*,  25th.  Our  Monthly  Meeting — Matthew  Purinton 
and  his  wife,  Bet^y,  attended  it ;  in  which  she  had  good  service, 
as  also  the  next  day  in  our  Select  Meeting.  30th.  I  attended  the 
funeral  of  Martha  Dye ;  had  a  very  open  time  with  the  people, 
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and  best  help  waa  mercifully  afforded.  31st.  I  attended 
Greenwich  Monlhly  Meeting,  held  at  Cranston,  silent  through- 
out; after  which  I  went  to  D.  and  T.  Howlands',  thence  to 
Mosea  Brown*s  and  lodged ;  his  company  and  conversation 

continue  to  be  truly  interesting. 

11th  mo.,  2d.  The  Select  Meeting  this  day  was  over- 
shadowed with  the  quieting,  cementing  influence  of  Divine 
love  and  goodness,  which  united  us  together ;  and  altliougb  I 
found  it  not  to  be  niy  place  to  speak  of  that,  yet  I  did  iu  my 
measure  feel  thankful  that  we  who  constitute  this  meeting, 
have  hitherto  been  preserved  from  the  jar  and  commotion 
with  which  our  Society  is  at  this  time  shaken  in  several  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  on  account  of  unsoundness  in  doctrine 
in  divers  individuals;  and  in  this  meeting  I  feelingly  com- 
memorated our  favors  and  craved  preservation  in  the  fuUire. 

12th  mo.,  Ist.  Attended  the  Select  Quarterly  Meeting  at 
New  Bedford,  and  in  the  afternoon  the  meeting  for  suffer- 
ings, and  the  next  day  the  Quarterly  Meeting  at  large.  The 
meeting  for  worship  was  truly  a  painful  time,  being  much 
disturbed  by  some  not  in  membership,  and  others  not  in 
unity,  they  having  imbibed  unsound  doctrines ;  it  ajipeared 
that  these  disturbers  tried  their  utmost  to  provoke  us  to  make 
some  reply  to  what  they  offered ;  but  wisdom,  I  believe,  dic- 
tated silence  on  our  part,  and  I  had  to  remember  the  trial 
before  Pilate,  and  the  sufferings  of  our  Saviour  when  his  ene- 
mies pressed  him  with  keen  invective  and  rude  provocation, 
to  draw  sometliing  from  him,  but  to  no  effect ;  for  it  was  said 
of  him,  that  he  was  as  a  sheep  dumb  before  her  sliearers,  in  that 
he  opened  not  his  mouth.  I  was  glad  that  Friends  exercised 
Christian  patience  and  forbcaranc^e  on  this  occasion  ;  for  I 
have  great  reason  to  believe  that  their  opposers  are  much  in 
the  same  spirit  now,  tliat  His  personal  enemies  w^ere  in  that 
day.  They  had  him  crucified  because  (as  they  said)  he 
'*  being  a  man,  made  himself  God,"  They  crucified  Him 
because  he  professed  a  Divine  character;  and  these  very 
opposers  of  ours  are  also  opposers  of  liis  Divine  character, 
which  is  evident  from  what  was  held  forth  in  this  meeting,  as 
well  as  what  they  have  said  at  other  times.  They  say  he 
was  no  more  than  a  man,  and,  as  a  man,  **  was  made  perfect 
through   Buffering,**  and  thus  wrest  the  apostles'  expressions 
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from  their  proper  meaning;  for  the  Saviour  was  doubtless 
holy  and  pure  from  his  birth  of  the  virgin  Mary  to  the  day 
of  his  ascension  into  heaveu  ;  but  as  the  means  which  God 
had  ordained  for  the  redemption  of  mankind  was  not  com- 
pleted or  perfected  until  Christ  had  partaken  of  his  cup  of 
Bufferings,  so  the  apostle  might  well  say  that  he  was  made  a 
perfect  and  complete  Redeemer  through  suffering.  The  same 
apostle  also  says  that  "in  Him  dwelt  the  fulness  of  the  God- 
head bodily,"  which  includes  and  is  the  unity  of  all  the  attri- 
butes of  Deity — the  power,  wisdom,  goodness,  justice,  and 
mercy — which  no  created  being  or  thing  ever  possessed  in  the 
fulness,  either  in  heaven  above  or  the  earth  beneath,  save  the 
man  Jesus  Chris!- 

I  thought  it  my  place  to  commend  Friends  fnear  the  close 
of  the  meeting  for  business)  for  their  patience,  at  the  same 
time  reminding  them  of  the  necessity  of  being  on  their  guard 
against  the  unsound  principles,  which  these  people  arc  striv- 
ing to  promulgate. 

6th.  Attended  the  meeting  at  Cranston  in  the  morning, 
whichj  though  8mall»  was  a  comfortable  opportunity.  In  the 
evening  I  had  a  meeting  at  the  Arkwright  village ;  in  which 
my  labor  at  first  was  dilBcult  and  trying,  on  account,  as  I  ap- 
prchendcdj  of  the  minds  of  the  people  being  too  much  out- 
ward, and  not  rightfully  turned  to  the  alone  true  object  of 
worship ;  and  it  seemed  for  a  time  that  I  should  soon  sit  down 
without  obtaining  any  satisfaction  Crom  the  opportunity  ;  and 
it  would  doubtless  have  proved  so,  had  I  not  honestly  told 
them  their  fault  in  getting  above  the  just  witness  of  God  in 
their  own  minds,  and  a  want  of  humbly  bowing  in  prostration 
before  Him.  I  then  perceived  they  began  to  deepen  a  little, 
and  the  truth  appeared  to  have  more  plac^  in  their  minds,  and 
way  was  finally  made  for  much  close  and  arduous  service 
among  them.  After  I  sat  down  R,  G,  made  some  remarks, 
and  the  meeting  ended  well. 

3d  mo.  3,  1825.  According  to  invitation  I  attended  the  fu- 
neral of  Susan  Palmer,  wife  of  Fones  Palmer,  not  a  member 
of  our  Society,  but  educated  in  the  way  of  the  Seventh  Day 
Baptists.  I  had  visited  her  several  times  in  the  course  of  her 
sickness,  which  was  a  chronic  consumption,  and  found  her  in 
a  sweet  sensible  frame  of  mind,  and  having  a  pretty  good 
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tuiderstanding  of  the  transforming  power  of  religion  ;- 
appeared  fiilly  to  acquiesce  in  the  Divine  disposal  of  her^eir* 
Her  life  had  been  regular  and  exemplary.  At  her  funeral, 
M*  B. — a  Baptist  preacher — being  also  invited,  att^ended^  with 
many  of  his  hearcra ;  many  Friends  also  attended.  M.  S, 
came  in  and  sat  down  by  me,  and  very  s"on  asked  me  if  I 
had  been  invited  to  attend  the  funeral.  He  wms  answered  in 
the  alBrmative ;  soon  after  which  he  proposed  that  I  should 
"go  forward  with  the  exercises  of  the  day/'  as  he  expressed 
it,  and  said  that  he  should  not  only  be  satisiied  for  it  to  be  fiOy 
but  should  consider  it  a  privilege  ;  to  which  I  replied,  that,  as 
he  had  also  been  invited,  I  felt  no  disfposition  to  be  in  Ids  way, 
or  in  the  way  of  any  service  which  he  might  feel  it  to  be  right 
for  him  to  be  exercised  in  ; — he  replied  that  he  would  also  wish 
me  to  act  in  my  freedom.  He  soon  after  arose,  and  said  that 
'*as  it  appeared  that  Friend  Wilbur  had  nothing  on  his  mind 
to  say  as  yet,  and  as  fie  leas  fiot  very  fond  of  silent  meeting^^ 
he  would  attempt  to  go  forward ; "  and  so  made  an  intToduc- 
tion  in  their  usual  way  by  prayer,  after  which  he  took  the 
Bible  and  opened  to  the  paissage,  "  Many  are  tbe  atllictions  of 
the  righteous,  but  the  Lord  delivereth  him  out  of  thcra  all." 
He  was  pretty  lengthy  in  his  exposition  of  it,  and  by  the 
tenor  of  his  discourse  it  would  app€»ar  that  this  deliverance  ia 
either  of  a  temporal  nature,  or  protracted  to  the  end  of  life ; 
for  he  gave  us  no  account  of  what  the  righteous  experience  of 
the  power  of  a  Deliverer  in  their  .^^prritual  conflicts  and  temp- 
tations, and  he  did  not  appear  to  believe  in  the  righteous 
being  delivered  from  the  power  of  temptation,  without  sia- 
ning,  until  the  end  of  life.  In  the  course  of  his  preaching,  he 
took  up  the  subject  of  faith,  and  spoke  well  upon  it  until  he 
had  nearly  cloned  on  that  subject,  when  lie  implied  that  true 
faith  would  lead  to  water  baptism,  and  brought  forward  the 
passage  of  Philip  and  the  eunuch;  soon  after  which  ho 
closed.  It  appeared  to  have  been  his  intention  to  make  light 
of  silent  meetings,  or  rather  to  give  them  a  brush,  and  to 
maintain  the  propriety  of  water  baptism;  but  in  a  way  that 
would  not  be  very  likely  to  produce  much  excitement  on  our 
minds,  yet  at  the  same  time  to  make  some  headway  in  the 
confirmation  of  his  people,  and  in  derogation  of  our  prin- 
ciples^     Here,  then,  the  necessity  of  care  and  discretion  on 
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our  part  was  very  obvious,  and  of  our  being  "  wise  as  serpents 
unci  harmless  as  doves/'  The  champion  uf  the  Baptist  con- 
ijeciion  hereaway  being  present  and  at  iheir  head,  their  ex- 
peetation  donbtiesa  was,  through  hira,  to  take  the  lead ;  and 
it  appeared  to  rac  to  be  of  importance  so  to  conduct  ourselves 
as  not  to  give  offence,  and  yet  not  to  abandon  our  principles, 
but  to  stand  resigned,  if  required,  to  maintain  them  in  the 
ability  atTorded,  and  at  the  same  time  to  do  nothing  that 
would  lead  to  contention  or  disturbance  on  such  an  occasion. 
After  a  short  pause,  the  following  passage  of  Scripture  opened 
to  my  mind,  which  I  mentioned,  namely,  ''  Lord,  w^e  saw  one 
casting  out  devils  in  tby  name,  and  we  forbade  him,  because 
be  followed  not  us,"  and  that  the  reply  of  our  Lord  was, "  for- 
bid him  not,  for  he  that  is  not  against  us  is  for  us;  for  there 
is  no  man  doing  a  miracle  in  my  name  that  will  lightly  speak 
evil  of  me."  A  testimony  of  some  length  ensued,  the  out- 
lines of  which  were  to  the  following  purport,  as  nearly  as  can 
be  remembered :  "  That  although  all  the  professors  of  Chris- 
tianity are  not  agreed  to  follow  alike  in  all  things,  yet  aay 
who  are  qualifitsd  to  be  instrumental  in  exterminating  evil, 
either  from  their  own  hearts  or  from  others,  ought  not  to  be 
forbidden ;  that  no  unkmd  feelings  ought  to  be  cherished  in 
our  hearts  again»t  our  brethren,  the  followers  of  Christ  our 
master ; — that  as  God  is  our  Fatlier,  and  one  is  our  Master, 
«ven  Christ,  so  the  whole  Christian  family  is,  or  ought  to  be, 
one  family;  that  God  looks  at  our  sincerity;  and  that,  al- 
though ray  friend  who  sat  by  me  did  not  see  in  all  things  as 
I  did,  inasmuch  as  he  was  not  fand  of  silent  meelinffs,  yet 
I  entertained  no  unfriendly  feelings  towards  liim,  however 
well  assured  1  was  of  the  propriety  of  silent,  solenm  prostra* 
tion  before  God  when  we  come  together  to  worship  Hira,  and 
of  the  necessity  to  wait  on  Him,  our  holy  High  Priest,  stand- 
ing at  the  altar,  and  waiting  for  our  sacrifice  to  be  prepared 
before  we  offer  it ;  that  impressions  from  liim  should  be  at* 
tended  to,  in  preference  to  the  expectation  of  the  people ; 
that  as  in  heaven,  so  on  earth,  his  will  should  be  done*  I 
reminded  them  that  silence  was  observed  for  a  certain  space 
in  heaven  [Rev.  ch.  viii.  1] ;  that  our  Saviour,  in  his  last  charge 
to  his  disciples  before  his  ascension,  gave  them  this  command, 
"  Wait  for  the  promise  of  the  Father,  which  ye  have  beard  of 
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roe;"  that  altfaoQgh  they  had  previoii*ly  been  »ent  forth  to 
preach,  th<*y  were  neverthclei*s  to  coniinne  to  wait  for  the  lo* 
newiiig  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Then  the  commission  was  morm 
folly  allacietl  to  and  repeated,  "  Go  ye  therefore  and  tesu^h  all 
nalionK)  baptizing^  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  of  tba 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  he  that  believeth  and  is  bap- 
tized shall  be  saved,  and  he  that  believeth  not  ehall  be  con- 
demned;"— **  wait  for  the  promise  of  the  Father,  which  yc 
have  heard  of  me/' — "  for  John  tnily  baptized  w^ith  water,  but 
yc  shall  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghost,"  Ace. — that  is,  John 
baptized  his  disciples  with  water,  but  my  disciples  shall  be 
baptized  with  the  Holy  Gho!?t;  that  Jesu*  referred  them  to 
the  promise  of  (he  Father^  whuh  they  had  heard  of  him^ — allud- 
ing to  the  baptism  of  John,  and  promising  his  own  "  with  the 
Holy  Ghost."  In  addition  I  directed  all,  hearers  as  well  as 
speakensi,  to  this  promise  of  the  Father ;  for  if  we  believed  in 
it,  we  might  all,  by  waiting  for  it,  become  the  happy  receivers 
of  this  gift  of  God's  Holy  Spiriij  and  the  revelation  of  hia 
will  in  omr  hearts  by  Jesus  Christ',  which  would  do  away  all 
vanity,  and  unite  us  together  into  one  body ;  that  enmity 
ought  not  in  the  least  to  have  place  in  any  of  our  minds,  for 
if  indulged  and  cherished,  it  would  lead  to  the  very  worst  of 
evils.  In  conclusion,  1  spoke  a  few  words  in  rcfert*nce  to  the 
virtuous  life  and  dying  experience  of  the  deceased  ;  and  after 
a  considerable  pause,  the  meeting  ended  in  solemn  supplica- 
tion, in  which  near  access  w^as  opened  to  the  fountain  of 
Goodness, 

I  think  I  may  say  that  I  was  deeply  humbled  in  thankful- 
ness to  Him  w*hose  direction  only  can  guide  us  aright,  and 
who  alone  is  able  to  strengthen  in  the  day  of  battle,  and  keep 
peace  under  his  own  banner, —  Amen. 

6tli  mo.,  16th.  At  our  Yearly  Meeting,  this  year,  we  had 
a  favored  quiet  season  ;  and  the  concerns  of  it  were  transacted 
in  much  haniiony  and  Christian  condescension.  It  felt  truly 
ctjirilortable  to  be  again  pertnitted  to  sit  in  this  capacity^ 
under  our  ow*n  vine  and  fig-tree,  and  none  from  without  to 
disturb  <jr  make  us  afraid  ;  and  this  favor  was  the  more  sen- 
sibly realized,  for  the  reason  tliat  this  meeting  had  for  several 
ytrars  past  been  interrupted  and  disturbed  by  some  unsound 
and  troublesome  persons,  who  were  opposed  to  good  order 
and  church  govern tnent. 
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22d.  Brother  Woodman  Wilbur  died,*in  the  eighty-second 
year  of  his  age ;  he  was  the  oldest  child  of  my  father  by  his 
first  wife,  and  I  was  the  youngest  by  Ma  Jast  wife,  there 
being  something  more  than  thirty  years^  difference  in  our 
ages. 

25tL  I  attended  a  Monthly  Meeting,  in  which  our  friend 
George  Hattoii  was  livingly  exercised  in  the  ministry,  and  the 
state  of  things  among  us  was  clearly  and  feelingly  spoken 
to — his  testimony  being  very  impressive. 

26th.  Attended  the  funeral  of  our  deceased  Brother,  and 
notwithstanding  the  near  connection,  my  mouth  was  opened 
in  public  testimony^  and  1  thought  it  was  a  time  of  consid- 
erable favor. 

8th  mo.,  13tk  Having  had  a  concern  for  some  time  to  visit 
Friends  in  our  eastern  country  in  Gospel  love,  J  spread  it,  on 
the  26th  ultimo,  before  our  Monthly  Meeting,  and  obtained 
their  certificate  of  concurrence,  and  expect,  to-morrow,  to 
leave  my  home  and  my  dear  wife  and  children,  to  proceed  on 
the  journey.  I  have  had  much  close  exercise  to  undergo  of 
late,  on  account  of  leaving  my  family,  who  seem  to  need  my 
pretty  constant  care  and  liclp  ;  but  I  have  had  to  consider 
that  I  must  one  day  be  cEdled  to  leave  them,  and  all  things 
else  in  timcj  no  more  to  return;  and  that  parting  thus  for  a 
time  may,  if  rightly  improved,  be  the  means  of  preparing  my 
mind^  as  well  as  theirs,  for  our  last  separation  from  one  an- 
other, as  well  as  our  final  one  from  time.  And  my  desire  and 
prayer  to  God  is,  that  lie  would  be  a  Caretaker  and  Preserver 
of  them  in  my  absence  ;  and  if  they  remember,  love,  and  fear 
Him  in  all  their  ways,  I  have  faith  to  believe  that  they  will 
find  Him  to  be  near,  and  a  present  helper  in  every  needful 
time.  And  may  1  be  favored  so  to  follow  his  guidance  in 
humility  and  fiuthfulness,  that  he  may  deign  to  preserve  me 
in  the  hour  of  templation,  as  well  as  at  all  other  times. 


Being  furnished  with  a  certificate  from  ray  Monthly  Meet- 
ing, I  took  solemn  leave  of  my  family  on  the  14th  of  8lh  mo,, 
lb2*l,  in  order  to  visit  Friends  and  others  in  the  Quarterly 
Meetings  of  Salem,  Dover,   Falmouth,  and  Vassal  borough, 
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with  Ethan  Foster  for  my  companion.  Attended  the  Qaar* 
t»rly  Meeting  at  Lynn,  on  the  17th  and  J 8th,  a?<  also  the 
Meeting  for  Sufferings,  The  Quarterly  Meeting  at  large,  was 
a  time  of  favor,  wherein  divers  lively  testimonies  were  borne 
to  the  troth,— George  Hatton,  from  Indiana,  Huldah  Hoag^ 
from  Vermont,  and  James  Hazard,  from  Cornwall,  (N.\%) 
being  present ;  but  it  was  ray  lot  through  this  meeting  to  be 
sUent,  with  which  1  was  well  satisfied,  believing  it  to  be  in 
the  ordering  of  beat  wisdom. 

However  clear  the  oi>ening  and  prospect  of  this  visit  had 
been,  I  have  as  yet  felt  very  poor  and  deHtitute  as  it  regards  a 
qualification  for  public  labor  My  faith  has  been  very  nearly 
tried,  and  I  have  been  almost  ready  sometimes  to  look  backy 
on  account  of  iWis  season  of  close  trinl  and  deep  baptism,  in 
which  I  have  been  ready  to  say,  surely  1  am  not  tit  for  snch  a 
mission,  for  I  have  not  bread  to  sustain  my  own  drooping 
spirit,  much  less  to  hand  to  others.  But  still  a  grain  of  secret 
faith  was  left  me,  that  as  the  prospect  had  been  once  clear  to 
my  mind,  He  who  called,  and  whose  promise  has  never  failed 
the  humble  obedient  traveller,  would  loose  my  bonds  and 
make  way  for  me,  if  it  was  his  will  that  I  should  advance  ; 
and  I  thought  1  could  say  it  was  not  in  my  own  will  that  I 
left  my  dear  wife  and  children,  and  under  divers  discouraging 
considerations  and  trials  was  made  willing  to  endeavor  to  do 
his  will  and  follow  his  guidance.  And  I  said  in  my  heart, 
*'  Lord,  I  have  left  all  to  follow  thee, — wilt  thou  now  be  with 
me,  and  enable  me  to  follow  thee  whither  soever  thou  Icad- 
est ! " 

19th»  I  attended  meeting  at  Sulem,  in  company  with  H.  H,, 
in  which  I  had  to  f«ound  an  alarm  among  them.  Afternoon, 
went  to  Newbury  to  K.  Brown's,  and  next  day  atti-nded 
meeting  there  to  good  satisfaction.  Had  a  precious  oppor- 
tunity in  this  family,  encouraging  them  to  faithfulness.  After- 
noon, went  to  Ameshury,  in  order  to  attend  a  meeting  there, 
but  by  reason  of  some  neglect,  the  information  was  not  sjiread, 
and  but  tlirce  or  four,  besides  our  company,  attended. 

First  day,  Slat.  Btill  in  company  with  H.  H.,  attended 
meeting  at  Seabrook,  where  it  was  my  lot  to  speak  against 
pride  and  high-mintiedness.  22d.  Had  a  pretty  satisfactory 
raeetitig  with  the  few  Friends  at  Epping,  and  some  of  their 
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neighbors ;  and  the  same  afternoon,  one  at  Lee,  in  which  the 
Gospel  state  was  testified  of,  and  brought  home  to  them 
pressingly  and  feelingly,  as  being  exalted  above  the  law. 
23d.  Went  to  Dover,  and  had  a  meeting  there,  in  which 
HulcJah  was  favored  in  testimony;  and  though  way  did  not 
open  for  much  service  on  my  part,  some  things  were  brought 
pretty  close  home  to  the  backsliders  and  careless  walkers  in 
our  Zion,  Dined  at  Isaac  AVendeirs,  and  then  went  to  the 
Great  Falls,  where  we  had  a  large  evening  meeting  to  pretty 
good  satisfaction  ;  but  IL  H.  stayed  this  afternoon  at  Dover, 
and  attended  a  funeral. 

24th.  Went  to  Berwick,  and  attended  their  Select  Quarterly 
Meeting,  where  it  was  my  concern  to  call  Friends  to  a  deep 
indwelling,  humility,  and  abiding  in  baptistn^  until  we  are 
qualified  to  do  the  Lord's  work.  In  the  afternoon,  in  company 
with  H.  H.,  attended  the  meeting  at  Oak  Woods,  which,  though 
long  f?jlent  and  laborious,  became  a  time  of  distinguished 
favor,  and  the  power  of  truth  was  made  by  Israelis  heiper 
to  prevail  over  aU ; — we  returned  to  Berwick  with  refreshed 
hearts.  25th.  Attended  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  in  which  we 
endeavored  to  labor  a  tittle  in  the  ability  which  our  Heavenly 
Father  gave  us.  There  appeared  to  be  much  want,  in  some 
of  the  branches  of  this  Quarterly  Meeting,  of  primitive  zeal  as 
it  regards  the  attendance  of  reUgious  meetings,  and  also  great 
want  of  love  and  unity ;  which  defects  caused  sorrowful  feel- 
ings in  my  mind,  and  led  to  much  labor  in  the  meeting  for 
discipline  for  a  recovery. 

26th,  Travelled  to  Scarborough,  and  had  an  evening  meet- 
ing with  one  family  of  Friends  and  their  neighbors,  to  a  good 
degree  of  satisfaction,  and  lodged  with  this  family,  W^e  left 
H.  IL  at  Berwick. 

27th.  Went  to  Cape  Elizabeth,  and  on  first  day,  the  28th, 
attended  the  meeting  there,  und  a  painful  one  it  was.  The 
leading  member  of  this  meeting  had  become  unsound  in  the 
faith,  and  had  been  disowned  from  the  Society,  but  stUI  at 
meeting  kept  his  usual  scat,  which  to  rae  appears  very  im- 
proper. In  the  afternoon,  I  aitended  Friends'  meeting  at 
Portland,  and  had  one  appointed  in  the  evening  for  the  town's- 
people ;  in  which,  though  I  lelt  utterly  insufficient  in  the  be- 
giiming,  I  was  favored  with  strength  to  explain  some  leading 
5* 
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points,  and  to  bear  testimony  to  the  power  of  the  Gospel^  re- 
commending these  great  truths  to  the  practical  observance  of 
those  present;  this  was  a  very  crowded  meeting,  and  was  at- 
tended by  three  of  the  clergy.  29th.  E.  Foster  being  unwell, 
we  rested,  and  I  ^Tote  to  my  family. 

From  this  letter,  the  following  extract  is  tuken  : — 

**  Wf  expect  to  attend  n  mi'Cling  at  Falmouth  ti>moiTow,  apjiointed 
for  the  solemnization  of  two  nijimugci*,  and  tljcn  the  Quarterly  Meeting. 

"  Things  are  niiR-h  out  of  onler  in  the  So<.'i«.'ty  within  the  eoiiifia^  of 
this  Quarter,  whicli  ruake^  our  prospect  of  labor  very  di^couim^ng ; 
("rum  this  itn«t  other  c:iU:?ts,  I  have  had  to  f mlure  much  trial  and  con- 
flict vt'  late,  and,  indeed,  it  liAs  been  very  much  my  lot  for  rao5.i  of  the 
time  since  I  have  been  out ;  yet,  at  time*,  and  more  especially  when  at 
meeting,  I  feel  Iwund  to  acknowledge  that  the  helper  of  UnhA  has  been 
near;  and  uhhough  diseounigcuM'nls  foaietinjcs  intervene,  I  am  not 
without  an  assurance  that  we  ai"e  in  our  places." 

30th»  Went  to  Falmouth,  and  attended  the  meeting  ap» 
pointetl  for  two  marriages,  in  salience.* 

Slat.  Attended  the  Select  Quarterly  Meeting  there,  in  which 
I  had  some  very  close  labor  among  them;  for,  indeedj  I  have 
had  much  exercise  on  account  of  the  state  of  things  among 
Friends  here,  and  have  been  brought  very  low  in  consider- 
ation of  it;  but  in  delivering  what  lay  on  my  mind,  in  the 
Select  Meeting,  I  felt  considerable  relief. 

9(:h  mOi,  Ist.  Attended  the  Quarterly  Meeting  at  large,  in 
which  I  was  not  commissioned  to  open  my  mouth  either  in 
the  public  meeting  or  in  that  for  dit^ciplinc.  At  this  meeting, 
we  met  again  with  Jas.  Hazard  and  H,  H.,  and  next  day 
joined  them,  and  went  to  Pownal  and  had  a  meeting  there. 
Seventh  day,  3d*  We  had  a  meeting  at  the  Bend,  (so  called,) 
and  Little  River  ;  in  the  former  of  which  it  was  my  lot  to  be 
silent ;  but  in  the  latter  my  bow  was  strong  for  the  battle,  and 
He  who  was  pleased  to  go  before  gave  us  the  vietury. 

The  de|jarture  of  the  younger  niiimbers  of  oiu:  Society  in 
this  land,  from  our  ancient  tcBtimtiny  of  simplicUi/  and  plain* 
ness,  is  cause  of  sorrow  ;  t>ecause  it  not  otdy  evinces  that  their 

♦  la  regard  to  thin  rn«ctingt  ''»*  couiptmlon  reluloil  the  followlug  laddeiit:  "  At  the 
olo«e  of  tbo  meotiiig,  1  tihke4  lilm  hnvr  h  )iii|jjM«tjtHl  ilmt  lie  was  ftiloat  •ntvong  «o  Iftrge  i^ 
cornpniiy  of  vouiik  pi'oploV  To  which  ha  mUI  U«  wunhi  reply  in  tlnj  Innguttge  of  an 
oiTiiinutit  luiiihttT,  r*ii  II  MimUiir  fwcuAioui  *  It*  1  lii»<l  hiui  my  ?iliui|«r>  fowlijig-piece  I 
oouUt  hjivo  woiimlcd  aome  of  ihoin.'  *' 
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minds  are  not  sufficiently  subject  to  the  restraint  of  the  Cross 
of  Chrij^t,  but  also  leads  directly  to  mingling  with  the  people 
o(  the  world,  and  consequently  into  the  spirit  of  it. 

First  day,  4th.  Attended  their  meeting  at  Dnrhara,  which 
was  very  large  and  favored  ;  after  which  we  went  witli  IIul- 
dah  to  a  meeting  appoiated  for  her  at  Bath,  which  was  held 
in  a  Baptist  meeting-house,  and  was  large  and  very  un- 
settled, in  which  it  was  my  place  to  be  silent. 

5th.  Went  to  Litchheld,  and  next  day  had  a  meeting  there, 
J*  H.  and  H.  IL  being  witli  us ;  this  meeting  was  rather  labo- 
rious ;  after  "which  we  went  to  Vassalborough,  and  on  the  7th 
attended  the  Select  Quarterly  Meeting,  and  next  day,  the 
Quarterly  Meeting  at  large,  w^hich  was  a  highly  favored  time. 
1  went  into  the  Women's  Meeting,  and  had  good  service 
among  them. 

9th.  Went  to  Fairfield  in  company  with  J.  H, ;  Joseph 
Howknd  and  wife  concluded  to  accompany  us  for  several 
days.  We  had  a  meeting  there,  in  which  I  was  engaged  in 
close  searching  testimony.  The  young  people  here  arc  mostly 
gone  out  from  the  Society,  but  I  believe  this  was  an  a^vaken- 
iiig  time  to  some  of  those  present.  In  the  afternoon,  went  to 
Belgrade,  and  lodged  at  Samuel  Taylor's,  and  next  day  had  a 
highly  favored  meeting  in  his  house,  with  a  few  Friends,  and 
many  of  their  neighbors ;  and  in  the  afternoon,  one  at  Sidney. 
Here  we  had  a  vejry  trying  meeting,  which  w^aa  silent  on  my 
part  till  near  the  close,  when  I  had  to  make  some  close  re- 
marks to  some  states  present. 

First  day,  11th.  Went  to  Eunice  RamadclFs,  and  attended 
their  family  meeting,  and  divers  of  the  neighbors  being  invited, 
came  in,  and  we  liad,  as  I  thought,  a  pretty  favorable  oppor- 
tunity with  them.  Towards  evening  we  had  a  large  meeting 
at  Gardner,  in  the  Episcopalian  meeting-house,  wherein  the 
different  dispensations  of  the  Law  and  the  Gospel  were  dis- 
tinguished and  illustrated ;  showing  that  salvation  is  only 
attainable  by  the  great  mediatorial  oJleriog  of  Christ  in  whom 
the  remission  of  sins  repented  of  and  forsaken  is  obtained,  and 
grace  and  truth  shed  abroad  upun  the  world ;  it  was  a  solid 
meeting,  and  we  had  some  cause  to  hope  that  our  labor  would 
not  be  lost.  12th.  Went  to  Bristol,  where  the  day  following 
we  had  a  meeting,  which  was  a  favored  season,  after  a  morn- 
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ing  of  docp  wading  and  lamentation,  in  oooBukration  of  the 
gmit  drpurtitrc;  ty(  thv  cliildrrn  of  Friend«  here;  for  we  fnond 
that  th'iirly  all  of  iht-m  h:i<i  gune  oot  of  oar  Sociely.  Afier* 
noon,  wmit  to  Ik^pc,  where  we  found  things  bat  UttJe  better, 
in  rt*g;tril  to  thr  chil(ln*n,  and  what  increased  our  fjainfal  feel- 
iagf*»  \vu«  U»  liiid  tlint  tlir*  ptirents  (modt  of  the  few  who  lived 
here)  weriJ  too  carplcsft,  both  a»  n-garda  their  childrea,  and  tlic 
teatiuuuiy  of  Truth.  Out  iiieeHng  here  was  very  smail,  and 
mo!»t  of  tho8e  in  attendmice,  nut  of  our  Society,  to  whoin, 
however,  1  hud  a  Icjitiriioiiy  to  bear  for  the  life  and  pow^er  of 
IVulh*  From  hiTt*  wo  went  to  Albion  and  lodged  at  John 
\VttmMr.H,  Wf  bcin^  umhiully  glad  to  see  each  other.  15th* 
Weiit  to  Unity,  and  had  an  evening  meeting  there,  in  whiob 
I  had  a  clost*  sfurehiiig  testimony,  and  had  to  sound  the 
trumpet  of  ahinn  to  some  present ;  it  vvaB  a  ^ulenm  time^and 
the  meeting  eiieled  in  fervent  Hupplicatlon. 

Kith.  Went  back  to  Albion  to  attend  a  meeting  appointed 
for  us  diere ;  nict  with  (Jrorgr  niittmi, und  found  that  he  also 
bad  iH*iit  forward  notice  of  un  appointment  at  the  same  time 
and  platv  ;  we  also  wen*  much-  ghirl  in  mtnting  again.  The 
|H)blie  service  of  tliin  ni«*rtirjg  i'rM  on  hirti ;  he  was  now  going 
eastward  and  we  wentward;  we  had,  therefore,  soon  to  part 
after  mtHMingi  and  in  a  linle  o|)portnnity  at  that  time  the 
slivam  of  (Joj^jwl  fellowship,  and  a  desire  for  each  others' 
presarvutiou,  llowed  freely,  nut  knowing  that  we  should  sooii 
meet  agtuii,  if  vvvr.  AlYi-r  [jurting  with  him,  and  before  we 
left  hen>,  1  felt  a  oiMirerti  (ogive  nolit^e  ihat  we  would  be  here 
again  on  fir?»t  day,  thr  IHth.  On  the  17th  we  had  a  meeting 
al  ib«  Hnineh,  and  one  ui  China,  the  latter  of  which  was  a 
liniaof  e^pc^eliil  ((ivoi\  l^lh.  Went  haek  to  Albion,  where  we 
had  a  full  meeting  of  i^Viendti  and  ninny  others,  in  which  help 
vra9  abundantly  iitlorded  iji  itenuaii^trating  the  ground  of 
lllall^l  eon  ling  to  the  [tre^niee  of  hin  Maker  w*ith  acceptance. 
After  thin  luet^tiitg  we  Hi»eut  a  .•♦horl  tune  again  witli  dear 
John  VN'arreh  wyy  [»leiiHuiilly»  and  (hen  went  to  the  Pond  at 
ViiNMullMaough,  and  aheiideil  wn  uppointed  meeting  ui  the 
9y*iMili|ti  '*  ^^'t*»  **  very  en»wtled  anHend)ly»  and  diveni  doc- 
trine* vvi^re  opeuetl  iind  ntate^  MpiiKen  lo.  After  meeting,  w^e 
went  home  with  »Jo«eph  llrnvhual  and  wife,  who  had  travelled 
with  ui»  i\bout  one  hundnnl  ami  liOy  mile». 
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19th.  Had  an  appointed  meeting  at  the  River;  in  which 
help  was  afforded  in  giving  some  encouragement  and  coonsel 
to  those  present.  20th.  Went  to  Windsor,  and  had  an  even- 
ing meeting  there^  which  IL  H.  also  attended,  in  which  I  had 
pretty  fully  to  treat  on  the  subject  of  baptism — -that  the  saving 
baptism  is  inward  and  spiritnaL  Huldah,  also,  had  nmch  to 
communicate.  Slat.  Went  back  to  Vassalborough,  and  at- 
tended their  mid-week  meeting,  where  also  was  a  marriage ; 
and  after  meeting,  went  to  Augusta,  where  we  appointed  a 
meeting  for  the  next  evening,  meanwhile  sending  forward  a 
notice,  that  we  would  be  at  AVinthrop  the  evening  after. 
Our  evening  meeting  here  was  large,  in  which  Gospel  light, 
and  the  possibility  of  falling  from  grace,  were  largely  treated 
on,  and  we  thought  it  a  time  of  favor.  23d.  At  Winthrop, 
we  met  again  with  George  Hatton,  and  attended  the  nieeting 
together,  in  which  we  both  had  testimonies  to  bear  to  the 
truth,  and  it  was  a  good  meeting.  Parting  with  G.  H.,  we 
went  to  Leeds,  and  had  a  meeting  there  next  day;  where  I 
had  to  speak  closely  to  a  lukewarm  state,  and  also  at  the 
close  offered  encouragement  to  some  exercised  minds.  20th. 
Went  to  Lewistown,  and  had  a  meeting  with  the  few  Friends 
there,  and  many  others ;  here  tlie  substance  of  things  was 
enlarged  upon- — that  of  free  salvation  for  all — the  neces- 
sity of  having  faith  to  believe  that  we  may  overcome  sin 
through  the  help  of  Him  on  whom  help  is  laid — and  that  He 
will  make  us  able,  if  there  is  faith  in  Him.  In  the  afternoon, 
went  to  Windham,  where  next  day,  the  26th  of  9th  month, 
we  had  an  appointed  meeting;  in  which  I  had  to  speak  of 
the  shortness  and  uncertainty  of  time,  and  to  spread  a  cau- 
tion against  an  earthly  spirit.  This  afternoon  we  went  to 
Gorham,  and  had  an  evening  meeting^ — a  baptizing  melting 
time,  in  which  the  invitation  of  Gospel  love  was  extended  to 
some  present ;  and  I  believe  there  were  none  in  this  nieeting, 
but  felt  something  of  the  gracious  overshadowing  which  pre- 
vailed at  this  season. 

27th.  Went  to  Limington,  Wra.  Cobb  going  with  us — 
where  we  had  an  evening  meeting,  which  was  small,  on 
account  of  the  rain.  28th.  Went  to  Parsonsfiekl,  ajid  at- 
tended their  week-day  meeting,  which  was  small  on  account 
of  no  notice  having  reached  them  of  our  being  there ;  yet  it 
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waa  a  pretty  comfortable  meeting,  29th.  With  Eiiocli  Par- 
son* for  our  guide,  wt^iit  to  Sandwich,  and  had  a  good  iiieet- 
ijig  ill  the  evening  at  Cyrus  Vaniey*s ;  and  next  day  another 
at  the  north  meeting-house,  which  was  also  satisfactory, 

iOth  mo.,  Ist,  We  had  a  meeting  at  the  south  house, 
which  was  long  siU?nt,  but  was  optri  towards  the  cK>i*e  for 
some  labor ;  I  left  this  place  in  raucli  heaviness,  not  feeling 
that  sweet  peace  which  has  generally  been  my  lot,  through 
infinite  mercy,  after  tlms  laboring  in  a  meeting.  The  cause  I 
may  not  undertaJte  to  determine  ;  yet  the  desertion  and  j)Ov- 
erty  which  I  felt  this  afternoon  and  next  morning,  till  meeting 
time,  greatly  humbled  my  mind  and  taught  me  the  continued 
neeessity  of  placing  my  whole  dependence  on  God.  Went 
this  afternoon  to  Wolfsborough  and  lodged  at  Joseph  \'ar- 
ney's. 

2d.  Our  meeting  here  was  held  in  the  Academy ;  it  wa« 
large  and  solid — there  was  great  openness  in  the  minds  of  the 
people,  and  also  I  believe  a  fitness  in  some  to  hear  tlie  recon- 
ciling power  of  the  Gospel  declared  among  them  ;  it  was,  as 
I  thought,  a  heavenly  baptizing  time.  After  meeting  we  went 
to  New  Durham,  and  pat  up  at  Joseph  Canney's. 

10th  mo.,  3d.  We  had  a  meeting  here  with  Friends  and 
many  others,  which  we  thought  was  a  good  time,  and  con* 
eluded  in  the  savor  and  power  of  truth.  After  meeting  we 
went  to  Gilmanton,  wliere  next  day  (4th)  we  had  a  small 
lively  meeting,  and  then  proceeded  to  Pittsfield.  5th,  Had 
an  evening  meeting  in  the  Congregational  meeting-house, 
which  James  Hazard  also  attended,  and  which  proved  a  solid 
time,  6th,  Attended  their  Monthly  Meeting  at  Pittsticld, 
which  wns  very  painful  throughout,  in  part  occasioned  by  an 
unsanctificd  appearance  in  the  ministry,  and  partly  from  a 
sense  of  a  careless  lukewarm  spirit  prevalent  with  too  many 
here.  It  was  my  lot  to  be  silent,  except  a  few  words  towards 
the  close,  in  regard  to  discipline.  It  ap|)eared  to  me  that  this 
Monthly  Meeting  was  in  a  very  low  weak  state.  We  found 
that  there  were  divisions  among  them,  and  some  of  a  self- 
seeking  disposition  were  striving  to  be  greatest ;  and  I  thought 
1  had  rarely,  if  ever,  sat  in  a  Monthly  Meeting  where  there 
was  so  much  want  of  truly  baptized  minds,  qualLfied  tu  steady 
the  Ark ;  yet  I  believe  there  are  some  here,  especially  atnong 
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the  younger  class,  who  are  well  disposed,  but  the  prospect  is 
truly  lamentable  on  account  of  the  want  of  lathrrt^  and 
mothers  to  manage  rightly  the  flock  of  God,  and  1  could  but 
leave  thcra  in  a  mournful  state  of  mind. 

lOrh  mo.,  7th.  Went  to  Concord  and  had  a  small  meeting 
with  the  few  Frientls  and  some  others  there ;  and  however 
discouraging  the  prospect  was,  a  renewing  of  God's  visitation 
was  in  a  lively  exhortation  extended  to  them.  After  meethig 
we  visited  a  friend  who  was  out  of  health,  and  went  to  Henni- 
ker ;  where  next  day,  the  8th,  we  had  a  meeting,  in  which  the 
good  hand  of  the  Lord  was  reached  forth  to  our  help  both  in 
testimony  and  supplication. 

First  day,  9th.  Attended  the  North  meeting  at  Weare  in 
the  forenoon,  and  although  long  silent,  I  was  at  length  favored 
to  see  and  administer  to  several  states  present;  and  in  much 
feeling  of  Gospel  love,  was  enabled  to  apply  the  balm  to  the 
mourners  in  Zion,  both  to  my  own  and  tlieir  great  consola- 
tion. In  the  afternoon  was  at  the  South  meeting,  where 
Btrength  was  given  to  sound  forth  the  testimony  of  Truth  to 
a  large  assembly  present;  in  which,  among  other  things,  the 
preparation  of  the  heart  was  enlarged  upon ;  and  the  right 
ground  of  devotion;  as  it  has  been  in  all  ages  witnessed, 
only,  in  faith  and  true  hiimility  of  heart.  This  being  the 
last  meeting  which  we  expected  to  attend,  we  had  to  look 
over  oor  field  of  labor,  and  crave  of  Him  who  had  been  our 
helper,  that  He  wonhi  bless  the  work  of  our  hands  to  those 
where  our  lot  had  been  cast,  and  strengthen  the  mourners  in 
Zion,  and  the  hands  of  those  whom  we  were  about  to  leave 
still  laboring  in  the  same  vineyard.  This  was  to  me  a  very 
interesting  season,  and  the  overshadowing  of  Divine  good- 
ness was  such,  that  it  seemed  like  a  crown  upon  our  labors; 
and  I  could  say  in  my  heart,  it  is  enough,  thy  approbation,  O 
Lord,  is  all  in  all  I 

After  this  meeting  I  felt  entirely  released  from  the  service, 
having  accomplished  what  1  had  in  prospect ;  anil  now  gladly 
returned  home,  which  I  reached  10th  mo.,  13th,  182'%  and 
was  rejoiced  to  find  my  wife  and  family  well ;  for  which,  and 
my  preservation  as  well  Ss  theirs,  while  absent,  I  feel  bound 
to  acknowledge  our  obligation  to  Him  whose  goodness  and 
mercy  have  been  thus  far  extended  to  us. 
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Yiwt  day,  23d.  Having  a  clear  opening  in  our  meet- 
ing, and  speaking  to  some  state?  therein  ;  a  woman  of  the 
Baptist  Society  present  was  greatly  tendered.  She  went 
home  with  me  afterwards,  and  we  had  much  conversation  on 
religious  subjects,  with  which  she  appeared  well  satisfied.  I 
found  iier  to  be  a  woman  of  sincere  mind,  and  of  consider- 
able experience  in  vital  religion. 

11th  mo.,  2d.  My  beloved  and  only  brother,  Isaac  Wilbur, 
departed  this  life  at  his  house  in  Hopkinton  ;  his  sickness  was 
a  malignant  fever,  continuing  about  ten  days.  He  was  a 
man  of  good  abilities,  not  forward  in  his  manners,  but  inter- 
esting in  conversation,  useful  in  his  neighborhood,  and  ob* 
taining  general  respect ;  he  occupied  several  stations  in  the 
Society  to  general  satisfaction,  so  that  his  removal  was  sen* 
eibly  felt  by  his  relations,  friends,  and  neighbors.  Fevers  have 
been  very  prevalent  in  this  and  the  adjacent  towns  of  late,  of 
wliich  many  liave  died,  mostly  young  and  middle  aged ;  by 
which  the  evidence  of  our  mortality,  and  the  uncertainty  of 
time,  have  been  again  and  again  couiirmed  to  us. 

1826.  On  the  ]  st  and  2d  of  2d  month  I  attended,  at  Prov- 
idence, OUT  Select  Quarterly  Meetingj  Meeting  for  Sutferings, 
and  Quarterly  Meeting  at  large,  which  were  held  to  general 
satisfaction.  We  had  the  company  of  James  Hazard  and 
Jabez  Green  from  Cornwall,  New  York,  Mary  Battey  and 
Alice  Kaihbun  from  Smithtield  Quarter ;  the  former  and  two 
latter  held  forth  lively  and  edifying  testimonies  in  the  public 
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Fiftli  day,  9th  of  2d  month,  my  cousin  S.  P.,  died  at  hts 
home  in  Charleston,  aged  Ibrty-three  yearsj  a  roan  of  more 
than  ordinary  natural  capacity ;  but  his  life  such  as  seemed 
to  afford  an  illustration  of  this  sentiment  of  the  poet  Young: 

"  With  thfi  talents  of  uu  angel,  u  miui  may  bft  »  fool^*  ^ 

He  PutTered  himself  to  be  so  far  captivated  with  a  thirst  for 
ardent  spirits,  thaf  he  became  a  slave  to  the  excessive  use  c4 
them ;  which  eo  completely  destroyed  the  vital  functions,  that 
in  a  few  years  he  fell  a  victim  to  the  ravages  of  this  mighty 
foe. — Yet,  to  do  his  character  justice,  it  should  be  added  That 
he  escaped  measurably  the  train  of  immoralities  which  almost 
invariably  attend  such  a  practice ;  and  although  he  had  been 
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flattering  himself  with  the  belief  that  all  men  would  be  finally 
saved  without  reserve,  yet  he  freely  and  fully  recanted  from 
it  before  he  died.  I  attended  his  funeral  on  the  11th.  On  the 
12th,  I  had  an  appointed  meeting  at  Charlestown,  to  a  degree 
of  satisfaction ;  after  which  I  visited  two  sick  persons  ;  S.  S.'s 
wife  and  J.  C,  I  found  her  in  a  sweet  &ame  of  mind;  but 
him,  under  great  apprehension  and  alarm,  on  account  of  his 
past  life,  the  failings  whereof  he  seemed  now  disposed  to 
paint  in  their  true  colors,  and  was  very  penitent,  but  almost 
impatient  in  the  fervor  of  his  soul  to  find  forgiveness  and 
acceptance  with  an  offended  God.  I  advised  him  patientiy 
to  wait  and  quietly  to  hope  for  God's  salvation,  and  to  give 
himself  up  entirely  into  his  hands,  and  wait  the  Lord's  own 
time,  wherein  he  would  give  relief. 

3d  mo.,  22d.  I  attended  the  funeral  of  Joshua  Champlin, 
which,  as  I  thought,  was  a  time  of  favor.  The  public  labor 
was  opened  with  our  Saviour's  words,  "  This  is  the  condem* 
nation,  that  light  is  eorae  into  the  world,  and  men  loved 
darkness  rather  than  light,"  &c.;  the  deceased  having  ac- 
knowledged in  his  sickness  that  he  had  been  followed  all  his 
life  long  by  the  Light,  reproving  and  condemning  him  for  sin 
and  transgression,  opened  the  way  for  illustrating  its  intent 
and  effect  upon  the  mind  of  man,  showing  that  the  condem- 
nation of  the  disobedient  is  predicatpd  upon  this  very  thing, 
their  having  had  the  means  of  God's  salvation,  but  rejected 
it 

26th.  Thomas  Perry  quietly  departed  this  life  at  his  own 
bouse  at  Westerly,  much  beloved  by  his  relatives  and  friends  ; 
being  highly  esteemed  for  integrity  and  uprightness  in  all  his 
temporal  concerns;  for  his  benevolence  and  philanthropy,  and 
his  cheerful  and  obliging  disposition.  He  was  truly  a  peace- 
maker. "  Blessed  are  the  peacemakers,  for  they  shall  be  called 
the  children  of  God."  His  mind  was  remarkably  covered  dur- 
ing some  of  his  last  days  with  pleasantness  and  sweetness, 
and  his  disposition,  as  we  trust,  was  tempered  with  the  tem- 
per of  heaven ;  and  I  have  a  hope  that  he  was  introduced  to 
the  fountain  of  better  enjoyment,  on  the  commencement  of 
endless  life.  His  funeral  was  on  the  28th,  at  the  same  place, 
attended  by  a  large  concourse  of  his  respectable  neighbors 
and  firiends. 
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5th  mo.,  11th.  I  left  home,  with  the  concurrence  of  my 
friends,  in  order  to  visit  the  meetings  and  families  of  Friends 
within  the  limits  of  Rhode  Island  Monthly  Meeting.  I  have 
had  this  concern  on  my  mind  for  some  months,  and  way 
opening  now  to  proceed,  I  went  to  New^port  and  spread  ray 
prospect  before  the  ministers  and  elders  there ;  and  they  unit- 
ing with  the  concern,  and  Andrew  Nichols  having  kindly 
given  up  to  bear  me  company^  feeling,  as  I  believe,  some  en- 
gagement to  join  me  t!ierein,  we  began  on  seventh  day,  the  13<h, 
to  visit  families  in  Middletown, — Jonathan  Dennis  and  wife 
being  also  with  us:  this  day  we  visited  ten  families.  First 
day,  14th.  Visited  three  families  in  the  morning,  and  attended 
their  forenoon  meeting  at  Newport,  to  a  good  degree  of  satis- 
faction, and  in  the  afternoon  went  to  Portsmouth,  and  at- 
tended a  meeting  appointed  fur  us  there,  which  was  large,  but 
dull  in  the  forepart.  It  appeared  to  me  that  the  greater  part 
present  were  not  attending  to  their  own  gifts  in  solid  wait- 
ing; but  after  long  waiting  on  my  part,  and  I  trust  travail  by 
many  others,  way  opened  to  remind  them  of  the  loss  -which 
they  had  already  sustained  for  want  of  coming  down  in  their 
own  minds  to  the  alone  right  object  of  devotion ;  and  a 
solemnity  graduaEy  prevailing,  way  at  length  opened  for 
pretty  extensive  labor  j — the  living  were  encouraged,  the  luke 
warm  called  upon,  the  youth  invited»  and  the  prodigal  was 
ardently  labored  with  for  his  return  to  the  Father's  hou 
the  meeting  ended  in  solemn  supplication  and  thank 
nesg. 

Second  day,  15fh.  Having  Benjamin  Freeborn  in  company, 
we  went  to  Tiverton,  and  visited  the  few  families  there,  (or 
the  most  of  them,)  and  found  things  pretty  low  among  them — 
discouragingly  so — ^yct  we  were  enabled,  through  deep  bap- 
tism, to  sound  a  word  of  alarm  to  some,  and  administer  en- 
couragement to  others  in  younger  life;  and  testimony  was 
borne  to  some  of  them  of  the  power  of  religion,  and  the 
necessity  of  bearing  the  cross  of  Christ.  Towards  evening, 
sat  with  several  families  on  the  Island,  and  was  led  (unusually 
for  me)  to  some  very  close  dealing  with  a  few  young  people 
who  were  disposed  io  take  too  much  liberty.  On  the  three 
following  daysj  we  visited  nearly  thirty  families  in  Ports- 
mouth, and  through  deep  dwelling  (which  I  find  indispensa* 
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Die  for  such  service),  way  opened  for  pretty  extensive  labor  in 
divers  places ;  and  it  did  indeed  appear  to  be  a  time  uf  re- 
newed visitation  of  divine  goodness  to  many,  in  wJiicli  their 
condition,  as  well  as  the  things  which  belonged  to  their 
peace,  were^  through  holy  help,  opened  to  them.  We  also 
attended  their  Preparative  l\I*.-etiiig,  which,  though  lal>oriou3, 
proved  satisfactory.  Now,  feeling  clear  of  other  parts  of  the 
Island,  we  went,  on  sLxth  day  morning,  the  19th,  to  Newport, 
and  visited  two  families*  Seventh  day,  we  visited  eigiiteen 
families  in  town,  and  first  day,  the  Slat,  we  visited  six  fami- 
lies, and  attended  their  morning  and  afternoon  meetings;  and 
a  joyful  evening  it  was  to  me,  feeUng  abundantly  the  in- 
comes of  heavenly  love  and  sweet  peace,  in  which  my  cup 
was  made  to  overflow  with  gospel  love  towards  tiiose  wliom 
I  had  visited  and  travailed  with  for  the  birth  immortal;  and 
unspeakable  thankfulnes^s  was  felt  to  Him  who  thus  deigned 
to  be  near  and  fill  the  heart  of  one  so  unworthy  with  his 
goodness  and  loving-kindness.  I  lodged  this  night,  at  David 
Bttfiiim'g  ;  and  next  day,  after  visiting  two  or  three  families, 
felt  clear  of  Newport,  liaving  been  kindly  assisted  by  Stephen 
Gould  and  accompanied  by  Clark  Rodman  in  this  service  in 
town. 

Second  day,  22d.  Went  to  Jamestown,  and  attended  an 
appointed  meeting  there,  which  was  very  dull  and  heavy  m 
the  forepart;  and  it  seemed  that  I  had  to  sit  where  the  people 
sat.  I  thought  the  weight  of  oppression  wliich  covered  my 
mind  was  almost  insupportable,  and  must  have  been  entirely 
so,  had  there  not  been  a  Hand  of  help  extended,  by  which  I 
was  enabled  at  length  to  break  through,  a  little,  the  shades  of 
darkness  which  for  a  considerable  time  appeared  to  cover  the 
meeting:  and  this  truly  sneering  opportonity  1  hope  was  not 
entirely  tost.  23d.  We  visited  the  few  families  of  Friends 
here,  and  one  family  not  members  of  our  Society ;  to  some  of 
these  the  invitation  of  Gospel  love  flowed  freely.  Thus,  hav- 
ing accomplished  the  visit  in  prospect|  I  felt  a  good  degree  of 
peace,  and  next  day  retiuned  home. 

Seventh  day,  the  8th  of  6th  month,  leaving  home  with  my 
daughter  Lydia,  to  attend  our  Yearly  Meeting,  I  was  uiet  at 
Kingston  HiU  by  O.  Foster,  with  information  of  the  death  of 
Jabez  Tucker,  and  a  request  for  me  to  attend  his  fujieral 
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next  day.  Many  Fricndd  being  gone  to  the  Yearly  Meetio^i 
I  gave  tip  to  the  requent  of  his  widow.  8hft  nnd  her  husband 
had  left  the  Baptist  denomination,  and  had  been  attending 
Friends'  meetings  for  some  time ;  and  she  being  very  desiroiigj 
of  Friends*  company,  it  appeared  best  for  me  to  atteod* 
Many  people  were  gathered  on  the  occasion,  and  it  w»b  an 
opeDf  solemn  time;  after  which  I  set  out  for  Newport,  and 
arrived  there  on  second  day  morning.  Onr  Yearly  Meeting', 
thi8  year,  was  a  quiet,  favored  season;  and  Friends  wetB 
much  united  in  doing  tbe  business.  Elizabeth  Robson  and 
Anna  Braithwaite  from  England,  and  Elisha  Bates  from  Ohio^ 
were  in  attendance  with  us. 

1827,  Ist  mo.,  ^Ist  I  att^-nded,  this  day,  the  Select  Quar- 
terly Meeting  at  Providence,  in  the  afternoon  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings,  and  next  day  the  Quarterly  Meeting  at  large* 
We  had  a  favored  sea:»on  in  the  meeting  for  worship,  and 
also  in  that  for  discipline.  The  day  following,  I  attended  the 
School  Committee,  and  returned  homeward,  but  fomid  a  con* 
oern  on  the  way  to  attend  Friends'  meeting  at  Coventry; 
accordingly,  notice  was  given,  and  we  met  with  them  at  the 
usual  hour  on  first  day,  which  was  a  solemn,  favored  time,  in 
which  we  had  cause  to  believe  that  Truth  gained  the  victory. 
We  returned  peacefully  home  the  same  evening,  my  wife 
being  with  ine. 

2d  mo,,  27lh.  With  many  other  Friends,  I  attended  the 
funeral  of  Henry  Knowles  of  South  Kingston  ;  it  was  a  pretty 
large  gathering,  in  which  I  had  to  labor  extensively,  and  felt 
great  peace  and  thankfulness  to  Israerg  Helper. 

3d  mo.,  11th  ;■ — first  of  the  week.  I  had  not  felt  the  necessity 
of  opening  my  mouth  in  our  meeting  at  home,  (except  once 
or  twice  in  a  few  words,)  for  several  months ;  but  this  day 
was  considerably  enlarged,  both  in  testimony  and  supplica- 
tion, and  felt  the  reward  of  peace  to  follow,  in  which  I  feel 
thankful  for  the  tender  mercies  and  kind  dealings  of  the  Good 
Hand,  in  that  He  withholds  not  his  direction,  and  has  pre- 
served me  hitherto.  I  feel  breathing  desires  for  preservation 
during  the  little  time  which  may  be  allotted  me  in  this  world 
so  that  I  may  be  favored  to  bring  no  reproach  upon  his  holy 
name  and  testimony ;  but  am  sensible  that  my  preservation 
wOl  altogether  depend  upon  deep  dwelling  and  humble  watch* 
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fulness; — for  those  only  who  continue  and  hold  out  in  these, 
have  the  assurance  of  his  protection  and  salvation. 

25th.  I  had  a  pretty  open  time  at  meeting,  to-day,  some  of 
other  societies  being  present. 

4tli  mo.,  9th*  Acors  Rathbun,  of  North  Stonin^on,  died 
suddenly,  and  was  interred  on  the  11th.  The  meeting,  held 
at  our  meeting-house,  on  the  occasion,  was,  I  thought,  a  pretty 
good  opportunity — in  which  the  passage  of  Holy  Writ,  that 
**  Secret  things  belong  to  the  Almighty,  but  things  that  are 
revealed,  to  us  and  to  our  children/'  was  revived  and  opened 
among  us ;  and  allusion  was  also  made  to  another  position 
equally  true,  that  power  and  wisdom  belong  to  God,  but 
weakness  and  ignorance,  to  us  and  the  whole  race  of  man- 
kind, as  men  and  creatures.  In  this  great  contrast  we  were, 
in  a  degree,  favored  by  the  help  alTorded,  to  exalt  the  Creator 
and  humble  the  creature,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  one 
great  object  of  the  Christian  religion— *f or  without  such  a  dis- 
position of  mind  I  believe  we  shall  never  be  approved  in  the 
Divine  sight. 


In  the  7th  mo.,  1827,  I  laid  before  our  Monthly  Meeting  a 
concern  which  had  rested  with  me  for  some  time,  to  visit 
Friends  in  the  western  part  of  the  State  of  New  York^  and 
obtained  its  certificate ;  which  concern  was  also  laid  before 
our  Quarterly  Meeting  in  the  8tli  mo.,  and  was  united  with, 
and  indorsed  by  said  meeting.  The  observations  of  Friends, 
on  the  perils  and  dangers  attending  such  an  undertaking,  amid 
the  existing  commotions  in  that  part  of  the  country,  brought 
my  mind  into  some  deep  exercise,  in  addition  to  the  trials 
preparatory  to  my  opening  the  prospect  to  our  Monthly  Meet- 
iog ;  but  I  saw  no  better  way  than  to  attend  simply  to  the 
prospect,  and  humbly  to  trust  in  the  protection  of  my  Good 
Master  who  called  thereto. 

My  brother-in-law  Abel  Collins,  w^ho  had  a  like  concern, 
accompanied  me  on  this  visit. 

We  left  home  on  the  12th  of  9th  month,  1827,  expectijig  to 
visit  Friends  and  others  within  the  limits  of  Duanesburg, 
Seipio,  and  Farmington  Quarterly  Meetings.     We  were  four 
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days  in  traveUing  to  New  Lebanon ;  tarried  two  nights  witll 
our  brother-in-law  H.  Mory,  and  attended  Friends*  meeting 
at  Chatham. 

The  foUowing  is  extracted  from  a  letter  which  he  wrota 
from  New  Lebanon  to  his  wife : — 

**  We  arrived  here  on  seventh  day  fillemoon,  and  yesterday  went,  la 
company  with  our  brother  and  sifter,  (H.  Mory  and  wife,)  to  Chaiham^ 
and  attended  meeting  there,  rctuniin^  in  the  nttemoon.  My  beahh  hii4 
improved  on  travelling;  and  aUltougb  die  journey  and  serrice  before 
us  looks  great  and  arduous,  yet  I  have  a  little  faith  that  we  tnhall  b4) 
enabled  to  persevere^  and  accompli.'ih  that  whicli  is  assigned  \m  \  but  U 
h  rather  a  low  time  with  rae,  in  wliieh  I  feel  the  neeil  of  be^t  Help,  and 
am  pretty  fully  s^ensilile  that  wiihout  it  we  cannot  im  pre-served  either 
temporally  or  epiritually — more  especially  do  I  feel  this  to  be  the  akse 
while  engaged  in  this  arduous  service  In  a  di>tunt  land  ;  and  I  humbly 
crave  divine  preservation  and  protection  for  thee  and  me,  and  our  dear 
children  ;  that  we  and  they  may  so  live  in  the  Lord's  fear,  and  may  so 
love  him,  that  lie  will  deign  to  be  round  almut  u^^  as  a  safe  enrlo^uro, 
and  guide  us  in  a  way  well  pleading  to  himself*  If  this  is  our  ex- 
perience, we  have  the  promifie  that  hard  thing;^  t^ball  be  made  ea$yt  and 
bitter  things  gweet ;  so  that  our  present  temiKiniry  peparation  will  be 
the  more  easily  enduretl ;  and  I  much  df^ire  thai  it  laay  he  made  e;uy 
to  thee  and  the  dear  children,  by  the  rich  descendings  of  the  dew  of 
Hermon." 

Third  day^  19th.  Went  to  Doanesburg,  and  stopped  two 
nights  at  Isaac  Gages,  the  weather  being  very  stormy.  21  at. 
Attended  their  mid-week  meeting,  (notice  being  given,)  in 
which  faith  in  Christ  was  spoken  of,  and  somewhat  enlarged 
upon,  as  consisting  in  what  has  been  done  for  us  without  us 
as  well  as  in  what  is  doing  within  us;  in  which  labors*  although 
1  felt  at  first  some  opposition,  I  was  favored  to  get  above  it^ 
and  the  meeting  ended  better  than  I  expected,  and  some  who 
I  thought  were  tinctured  with  infidelity,  appeared  to  be  meaa* 
urably  wrought  upon.  From  this  place  we  travelled  to  Bur- 
lingtonj  where  we  arrived  on  the  23d,  and  had  an  appointed 
meeting  with  Friends  and  others ;  and  an  open  heavenly 
meeting  it  was,  in  which  we  were  favored  with  mouth  and 
wisdom,  tongue  and  utterance  ;  for  which  favor  I  was  humbly 
thankful  and  I  trust  in  a  good  degree  sensible  that  nothing 
belongs  to  the  creature,  but  that  all  good  cometh  from  the 
Lord.     This  afternoon  we  went  to  Brooklield,  and  next  day, 
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the  1st  of  the  week,  we  had  a  meeting  there,  which  was  heavy 
and  painful ;  but  towards  the  close  I  was  enabled  to  sound 
an  alarm  among  them,  and  obtained  some  relief.  In  the 
afternoon  we  proceeded  to  Smyrna,  in  company  with  Thomas 
Kenyon  and  wife;  where,  next  day,  we  had  a  meeting  with 
Friends,  which  was  long  silent ;  but  way  at  length  opened  for 
communication,  and  we  had  a  favored  time. 

From  Smyrna  Village  we  went  to  De  Ruyter,  and  on  the 
26 tb,  we  travelled  forty  miles  to  a  place  called  Salmon  Creek, 
and  in  the  morning  reached  Scipio,  and  attended  the  Select 
Quarterly  meeting ;  in  which  it  was  my  lot  to  act  the  part  of 
a  sentinel,  and  sound  the  watchword  tliat  an  enemy  was  round 
about  the  camp.  The  next  day  we  attended  the  Quarterly 
Meeting  at  large,  in  which  I  was  concerned  to  encourage  the 
faithful  to  stand  their  ground  and  hold  fast  to  the  faith.  In 
the  meeting  for  business  we  were  greatly  disappointed  and  ex- 
ercised in  Ending  a  disorganizing  and  rending  spirit  spreading 
its  baleful  inHnence  in  tliis  Quarterly  Meeting;  and  It  fell  to 
my  lot  to  hold  up  the  neeess^ity  of  order  and  discipline  in  the 
church.  The  day  following  (as  their  manner  is)  they  held  a 
meeting  for  worship,  in  which  I  was  greatly  exercised  concern- 
ing the  state  of  things  there,  apprehending  much  unsoundness 
in  the  Christian  faith.  I  was  long  shut  up  in  silence,  but  way 
was  made  at  length  to  step  forward  in  advocating  the  true 
Christian  doctrine,  as  it  regards  our  faith  in  what  hnB  been 
done  for  us  without  us,  as  well  as  what  is  doing  for  us  within 
ua  ;  in  which  it  was  opened,  that  the  latter,  so  far  from  render- 
ing useless  the  former  (by  which  it  has  been  obtained  for  us) 
corroborates  and  illusitrates  its  etlect  and  usefulness.  After  this 
meeting  was  over  (the  labors  in  which  brought  great  peace 
and  consolation  to  my  mind)  we  crossed  the  Cayuga  Lake 
(three  miles  wide)  and  went  to  our  brother  John  Collinses,  at 
Hector,  and  lodged  there* 

10th  mo.,  1st.  We  set  out  for  Farmington,  and  arriving 
there  tiie  next  morning,  attended  the  Select  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing; in  which  my  mouth  was  opened  in  an  incitement  to 
Friends  to  mind  their  calling,  to  deepen  down,  and  feel  for 
the  foundation;  and  a  few  words  uf  encouragement  were 
f^poken  to  the  faithful  among  them.  Next  day  we  attended 
their  Quarterly  Meeting  at  large,  where  it  was  my  lot  to  be 
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silent;  bat  I  had  painfally  to  behold  a  spirit  of  unsonndni 
and  innovation,  lending  to  much  disorder  and  distarbanoe. 
The  day  follo\\i ng  they  held  a  large  public  meeting,  in  wbich 
I  was  deeply  exercised  on  account  of  unsoundness  of  dcx> 
trine,  which  i^  sorrowfully  making  its  way  among  Friends  in 
this  land  ;  and  it  fell  to  my  lot  publicly  to  defend,  as  help  waa 
afforded^  the  doctrines  of  Christianity,  in  which  I  felt  peace* 
We  stxiyed  one  night  with  Caleb  Macombcr,  and  after  Quar- 
terly  Meeting,  went  to  Joseph  Eddy's,  at  Henrietta,  and  on 
the  5th  attended  a  meeting  there ;  and  next  day  went  to 
Wheatland  and  had  a  satisfactory  meeting  there* 

F'lTi^t  day,  7tlK  We  w^ent  to  Rochester,  and  attended  a 
meeting  there,  in  which,  though  laborious  in  the  forepart,  I 
was  favored  pretty  fully  to  discharge  my  mind,  to  my  own 
relief;  called  to  see  Mead  Atwater  and  wife,  and  proceeded 
to  Riga  the  same  night.  8th.  We  rode  twenty  miles  to  Elba^ 
and  had  a  meeting  there  at  fhree  o'clock,  in  which  strength 
was  given  to  preach  the  Gospel,  1  trust,  in  **  demonstra- 
tion of  the  Spirit  and  of  power ; "  and  next  day  we  went  to 
Shelby,  and  attended  a  meeting  there,  which  was  tnily  a 
heavenly  time,  in  which  we  had  to  rejoice  in  Him  from  whom 
the  favor  w^as  received.  After  meeting,  we  went  to  Hartland, 
and  on  the  10th,  after  having  a  meeting  there,  we  rode  to 
Royalstown,  where  we  had  a  sweet  precious  meeting,  and 
afterward.s  an  opportunity  in  a  family,  w^here  my  mind  was 
particulady  drawn  to  an  exercised  young  woman,  whom  I  ap- 
prehended to  be  under  deep  concern  and  tenderly  reached  by 
the  power  of  Truth — encouragement  flowed  freely  to  her. 
Prom  here  w^e  went  to  Lock  port,  where  we  had  a  meeting 
the  next  day,  and  though  I  wa«  considerably  opened  in  testi- 
mony, yet  I  left  them  not  feeling  quite  as  clear  as  usuaL 
After  meeting,  travelled  nineteen  miles,  and  stayed  at  a  public 
house  in  a  village  called  Tonawanda ;  and  the  next  day, 
through  Buffalo  to  Hamburg.  First  day,  the  14th,  we  at- 
tended their  meeting  here,  which  proved  a  favored  time ; 
and  in  the  afternoon,  one  at  Boston,  and  next  day  going  to 
Clear  Creek,  we  had  a  meeting  there  at  the  fourth  hour. 
16th.  We  had  a  meeting  at  Collins,  and  Friends  of  Evans 
meeting  (four  miles  distant)  being  also  invited,  attended  ; 
though  I  was  long  silent,  yet  at  length  I  was  largely  op?^ned  in 
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doctrine,  relative  to  the  mioistry  and  Christian  redemption ; 
and  after  fervent  supplication  the  meeting  ended  well.  We 
then  went  back  to  Hamburg,  and  next  day  set  our  faces  east* 
ward,  travelling  as  far  aa  Orange ville,  where  we  had  an  even- 
ing meeting  with  Friends  and  others,  open  and  satisfactory  ; 
in  which  Christ^s  outward  coming  and  inward  manifestation 
were  fully  spoken  of,  and  near  access  to  the  throne  of  Grace 
was  experienced. 

The  day  following  we  travelled  through  the  villages  of 
Warsaw,  Leroy,  and  Scottsville,  forty  miles,  and  lodged 
wit!i  our  valuable  friend  Robert  Comfort.  20th,  We  went 
to  Mcndon,  and  lodged  again  at  Caleb  Macomber^s.  The 
day  following,  in  company  with  Caleb  and  his  wife,  we 
had  meetings  at  Mendon  and  Palmyra,  These  meetings 
were  rather  dull,  especially  the  latter,  and  the  little  labor  be- 
stowed did  not  alTord  much  reUef,  First  day,  Slst.  We 
travelled  about  twenty  miles  and  attended  Friends'  meeting 
at  Galen,  where  there  appeared  to  be  much  unsoundness,  or  a 
want  of  faith  in  the  outward  coming  of  Christ,  the  Saviour 
of  the  world  ;  I  was  largely  opened  on  this  doctrincj  and  had 
great  peace  in  my  labors.  Li  the  afternoon  we  had  a  meeting 
at  Junius,  where  it  is  to  be  feared  that  things  were  no  better, 
yet  I  felt  no  liberty  here  to  open  my  mouth  on  points  of  doc* 
trine,  but  thought  I  felt  &ee  to  drop  some  advice  to  the  young 
people  present;  though  attended  with  much  weakness.  It 
appears  evident  to  me  that  very  little  can  be  done  for  those 
who  are  unsound  in  the  Christian  faith,  unless  there  is  some 
room  yet  left  in  their  minds,  or  way  is  made  by  the  power  of 
Truth  to  enforce  the  doctrine  most  surely  believed  by  us  as  a 
people ;  namely,  the  necessity  of  the  coming  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  and  of  his  offering  up  his  precious  life 
that  we  might  be  reconciled  to  God  j  for  if  this  faith  is  w^ant- 
ing  in  these  days  of  favor,  it  appears  to  me  that  aU  is  want- 
ing, whatever  they  may  possess  besides,  there  being,  then,  no 
foundation  to  build  Christianity  upon, 

Becond  day,  the  22d.  We  went  to  Hector,  and  lodged  at 
brother  John  Collinses,  where  we  rested  one  day,  and  wrote 
to  our  families,  and  the  day  following  attended  their  mid- 
week meeting,  which  was  a  precious  season.  In  the  afternoon, 
we  had  a  meeting  by  appointment  at  a  school-house,  mostly 
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of  other  people ;  where,  notwith standi Dg  some  were  at  fint 
light  aud  airy,  yet  way  was  made  for  coiijuiderable  labor,  whit 
I  hojie  will  not  bo  altogether  lost.  We  stayed  here  at 
brother-iJi-law,  X  C/»,  till  next  afternoon,  and  then  set  out  for 
Scipio^  but  were  detained  all  night  at  the  ferry.  Next  m< 
ingi  getting  over,  we  had  a  meeting  with  Friends  and  soi 
othera,  at  Spring  Mill,  in  which  stre^ngth  was  given  to 
Christ  the  Redeemer ;  and  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  his 
waa  exalted  over  some  who  had  denied  his  name,  and 
heart  was  filled  with  joy.  28th.  We  were  at  Bcipio,  and  at*] 
tended  North-street  meeting  in  the  morning,  and  South-atreet 
in  the  afternoon.  The  former  was  rather  trying  and  painfull 
— ^not  much  labor — some  opposition  felt  The  latter  was  open, 
and  notwithstanding  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  some  present 
were  opposed  to  the  doctrine,  yet  strength  being  mercifiiJiy 
given  to  get  above  all  opposition,  Truth  had  the  victory,  and 
my  mind  was  filled  with  sweet  peace. 

First  day,  20th.  We  had  a  meeting  at  Salmon  Creek,  in 
which  the  doctrine  of  Christ  was  preached,  and  made  victo* 
riou?^  over  infidelity.  From  this  place  we  travelled  to  De  Ruy* 
ter,  and  hud  an  appointed  meeting  on  third  day,  where  also 
mere  human  reason,  which  is  ready  to  triumph  over  the  meek' 
ness  of  a  Saviour,  was  confounded,  like  the  Babel  builders  of 
old,  and  intercessions  were  offered  for  their  guidance  in  tlic  path 
of  wisdom.  From  here  we  travelled  in  two  days  to  Butternuts, 
and  on  sixth  day,  had  a  comfortable  meeting  there,  aud  an- 
other in  the  evening  at  Lawrence,  in  which,  though  1  s?at  long 
silent,  1  have  to  acknowledge  the  helping  hand  of  the  Lord. 
Next  day,  we  proceeded  towards  Duanesburg,  and  lodged  in 
Sharon,  where  next  morning  we  attended  a  meeting  appointed 
among  the  Methodists  by  our  friend  Joseph  Bowne,  in  which 
it  was  my  lot  to  be  silent,  11th  rao,,  6th.  We  attended  the 
Select  Quarterly  Meeting  at  Duanesburg,  in  which  1  endea- 
vored  to  encourage  its  members  to  a  faithful  support  of  the 
discipline.  At  the  Quarterly  Meeting  next  day,  I  was  silent, 
but  we  liad  two  or  three  short  lively  testimonies  in  the  public 
meeting,  and  one  vi^ry  unsavory  and  burdensome.  Next  day, 
at  the  public  meeting,  I  was  concerned  to  labor  in  w^ord  and 
doctrine  for  the  teslimony  of  Jesus  Christ;  but  the  meeting 
was  interrupted  by  a  young  woman,  in  the  same  manner  as 
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yesterday  5  she  now  atternpted  to  counteract  my  doctrine,  and 
one  other  woman  (not  a  member  of  this  Quarterly  Meeting) 
made  a  similar  attempt  in  a  few  words  ; — ^but  I  trust  neither 
of  them  to  much  effect,  and  I  felt  easy  not  to  subjoin.  This 
was  the  last  meeting  we  attended  while  on  this  visit ;  after 
which  wc  returned  directly  home,  believing  that  the  service 
assigned  us  was  now  accomplished.  We  arrived  at  home  the 
14th  of  11th  month;  finding  my  family  in  usual  health,  for 
which  I  was  truly  thankful,  and  have  to  acknowledge,  with 
deep  gratitude,  the  kindness  of  Providence  in  preserving  us, 
and  in  restoring  us  safely  to  our  friends. 


[This  record,  commenced  in  1824,  here  concludes,  and  does 

not  appear  to  have  been  afterwards  resumed ;  probably  owing 
to  a  prospect  of  further  and  more  weighty  service,  requiring 
long  absence  from  home ;  across  the  Atlantic,  which  had  long 
rested  on  his  mind,  now  approaching  maturity,  whieli  occa- 
sioned increased  exercise,  and  engagement  both  of  mind  and 
body ;  and  after  his  return  from  Great  Britain,  his  mind  was 
much  occupied,  and  his  labors  constant  and  assiduous,  in 
guarding  the  Society  against  the  unsoundness  in  doctrine, 
which  had  for  some  time  been  apparent  to  his  mind,  as  being 
introduced  among  us,  though  in  a  disguised  and  insidious 
manner.  These  engagements,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  opposed,  brought  upon  him  a  weight  of  exercise  and 
labor  in  defence  of  the  cause  of  truth,  and  necessarily  in  his 
own  defence,  which  left  comparatively  little  time  for  other 
occupations.] 


72 


JOURNAL  OF  JOHN  WTLBrR. 


CHAPTER  in. 


FIRST  VISIT  TO  EUROPE,  DURfNG  THE  YEARS  1S31,  1832,  AND  1883. 


About  the  year  1817, 1  began  to  feel  gentle  drawings  in  my 
mind  towards  Friends  in  England^  but  the  opening  seemed  so 
smaU  and  so  distant,  that  I  took  very  little  notice  of  it  for  a  long 
time ;  but  as  years  passed  on,  it  continued  at  times  to  revive 
and  spring  up  in  my  mind^  and  thoiigh  seldom,  yet  generally 
with  an  increased  impression  and  of  longer  duration ;  so  that 
in  the  course  of  seven  or  eight  years,  I  began  to  be  convinced 
that  it  would  some  day  or  other  be  required  of  me  to  go  over 
the  sea  and  pay  a  visit  to  the  seed  there,  in  that  love  which 
seemed  more  powerfully  springing  up  in  my  mind,  and  waa 
now  also  enlarged  towards  Scotland  and  Ireland,  though  in  a 
lesa  degree  than  towards  England^  But  even  after  these 
strong  impressions,  the  prospect  did  sometimes  disappear  for 
many  months,  and  then  would  come  to  me  again  with  greater 
clearness  and  fulness  than  ever ;  and  so  it  was  until  about  two 
years  before  my  liberation,  when  it  became  almost  the  con- 
tinual companion  of  my  mind,  and  at  times  with  great  weight 
and  power ;  insomuch  that  I  now  ventured  to  open  it  to  my 
dear  wife,  for  as  yet  the  Lord  alone  had  knowledge  of  this  his 
own  dealing  with  me,  and  wherein  he  was  requiring  obedience. 
As  to  the  outward,  such  an  undertaking  for  me  seemed  to 
look  very  difficult;  but  when  the  concern  increased  and  grew 
strong  in  roe,  I  was  not  left  to  doubt  His  power  who  was 
calling  me  to  this  service  in  making  a  way  for  the  fulfilment 
of  his  will.  And  now  the  weight  of  the  exerciae  that  rested 
upon  me  was  such  that  I  felt  constrained  to  open  my  mind  to 
some  judicious  Friends  for  their  counsel  herein,  and  meeting 
with  no  discouragement  from  them,  in  the  12th  month,  1830, 
I  laid  my  concern  before  ouj  Monthly  Meeting  of  South 
Kingston,  and  at  their  next  Meeting  received  their  certifi* 


LEAVES  HOME   ON  IHS   FIKST   VISIT   TO   GREAT   DEITAns.        78 

cate  of  concurrence  anJ  full  unity,  which  was  indorsed  by 
our  Qnarterly  Meeting  of  Rhode  Island  in  the  5th  month 
following,  and  the  good  unity  of  our  Yearly  Meeting  of  Mhi- 
isters  and  Eiders  in  the  6tli  month  being  also  obtained,  and 
set  forth  in  their  concurring  certificate,  I  engaged  a  passage 
on  board  the  ship  Birminghani,  a  packet  of  *^^7Q  tons  burden, 
to  sail  from  New  York  on  the  24th  of  7th  month,  1831,  for 
Liverpool.  And  now,  these  preliminary  steps  being  taken,  my 
mind  was  introduced  into  the  consideration  and  sense  of  rny 
own  unworthiness  to  be  sent  on  such  a  mission,  as  well  as  my 
utter  want  of  ability  to  perform  the  service  that  may  be  called 
far  at  my  hands  in  a  strange  land.  Nor  can  my  friends  at 
home,  however  near  their  feelings  of  sympathy  or  fervent  their 
desires  and  prayers,  give  that  qualification  which  is  indispen- 
sable in  order  to  be  rightly  employed  on  such  a  mission.  Yet 
I  have  so  much  assurance  in  the  sympathy  and  prayers  of  the 
fatUifal,  that  I  believe  strength  and  encouragement  is  reaEy  at 
derived  from  the  remembrance  of  them,  and  their  good 
for  us ;  but  I  am  abundantly  persuaded  that  thi:?  is  not 
ta  be  our  food  on  all  occasions.  Tiie  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
Head  of  the  Church — our  Shepherd  and  our  High  Priest,  as 
well  as  Minister  of  his  ministers,  and  goeth  before  and  guideth 
his  messengers  whithersoever  he  senda  them.  And  0>  saith 
my  soul,  that  I  may  now  in  this  great  undertaking,  remember 
continually  my  own  nothingness  and  insulFiciency  to  do  any- 
thing that  will  contribute  to  the  promotion  of  his  cause,  or  the 
glory  of  his  name,  except  He  be  with  me  and  help  me.  Then 
may  I  endeavor  to  dwell  near  him,  and  be  very  low  before 
him,  watching  unto  prayer  continually.  In  company  wdth 
my  dear  wife,  two  of  our  sons,  and  brother  Abel  Collins,  I  left 
home  on  the  20th  of  7th  month,  1831,  for  New  York,  my 
firieod,  Joahaa  Gardner  also  going  with  us  as  far  as  New  Lon- 
don, fJTom  whence  he  and  my  youngest  son  returned  ;  and  the 
icflt  of  MB  took  stage  for  Connecticut  River,  and  irom  thence 
by  fttearoboat  for  New  York,  where  we  arrived  at  ten  o^clock 
next  morning,  and  were  kindly  received  by  our  friend  Samuel 
Wood  and  family,  who  very  obligingly  assisted  me  in  prepar- 
ing  for  the  voyage.  Here  we  met  with  our  dear  children, 
William  and  Mary  Hazard,  from  Dutchess  County,  and  oar 
hrother  and   aister,  Rowland  and   Mary  Hazard,  who  very 
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kiiidiy  came  down  with  them  to  eee  me  before  sailing,  and 
whose  company  and  attention  was  truly  grateful.  We  called 
on  divers  Friends  in  the  city,  to  see  and  take  leave  of  thera, 
until  first  day,  the  24thj  when,  having  got  all  things  ready,  I 
had  a  very  solid  parting  opportunity  willi  my  beloved  wife 
and  children,  brotliers,  sister,  and  near  friends  at  Samuel 
Wood's  house.  Our  feelings,  I  believe,  -were  truly  mutual, 
and  a  door  was  opened  into  the  hou^e  of  prayer,  and  un- 
feigned intercessions  were  put  up  to  our  Holy  Helper,  that  he 
would  be  pleased  to  palliate  and  make  easy  this  great  conllict 
of  parting  with  everything  in  this  world  heretofore  known, 
and  craving  the  preservation  and  protection  of  wife  and  chil- 
reiij  connections  and  friends.  After  this  solid  and  aflecting 
season,  many  Friends  accompanied  us  to  the  pier,  and  about 
fourteen  in  number,  went  with  me  on  board  tfie  ship,  which 
lay  in  the  harbor  about  six  miles  from  the  wharf,  where  we 
parted  in  a  most  affectionate  and  tender  manner,  commending 
each  other  to  God  and  to  the  word  of  his  grace,  not  knowing 
that  we  should  ever  meet  again  in  this  world. 

My  dear  wife,  children,  and  friends  now  returning  to  the 
city,  and  the  ship  being  soon  under  weigh,  we  got  imme- 
diately out  to  sea ;  passed  the  bar  about  two  o'clock,  p.  m. 
with  a  fair  wind  On  losing  sight  of  the  American  conti- 
nent, which  we  did  the  same  afternoon,  and  Ending  myself  on 
the  bosom  of  the  mighty  deep,  my  mind  was  led  into  a  train 
of  solemn  reflections;  regarding  myself,  (a  lonely  messenger,) 
and  the  probable  result  of  the  mission  on  which  I  had  now 
embarked  In  very  deed,  without  any  probability  of  stopping 
short  of  the  shores  of  Europe,  unless  the  Lord  by  his  provi- 
dence interpose,  and  by  his  ministers  the  winds  and  waves 
turn  our  course  another  way,  or  hide  us  in  his  great  treasury 
beneath  the  mighty  waters.  I  said  In  my  heart,  however  un- 
worthy I  am  to  be  called  one  of  the  least  of  thy  disciples,  yet 
now  Lord  I  have  cast  myself  wholly  into  thy  hands ;  carry  me 
whither  thou  pleasest,  ajid  dispose  of  me  as  Thou  wilty  and  I 
will  endeat'or  to  be  resig-ned  to  thy  rightcons  disposal*  But 
now,  Indeed,  is  the  time,  the  power,  and  proof  of  the  coniiict ; 
— a  stranger  to  al!  on  board — not  one  among  the  passengers 
or  crew  to  whom  it  woidd  be  safe  to  open  my  tried  mind, 
or  availing  to  look  for  sympathy  of  feeling  or  the  imparting  of 
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counsel.  My  friends  at  borne  have  done  all  they  can  for  me 
ttt  the  present  time,  unless  the  prayers  of  a  few  congenial 
apirits  should  follow  me  hence,  to  which  I  feel  that  I  have 
scarcely  a  daira,  and  which  I  do  not  merit.  It  is  on  the  mer- 
cies of  the  Lord  alone  that  1  now  rely  for  preservation  and  a 
little  faith  to  sustain  me  whilst,  though  in  the  world  I  seem 
»o  completely  separated  from  it,  or  suspended  between  the 
tr^^o, — (the  eastern  and  the  western,)  or  it  may  be  awfuUy  be- 
tween this  and  that  w^hich  is  to  come!  Or  am  I  placed, 
though  remotely,  between  the  floor  and  the  field  of  offering? 
If,  indeed,  this  dreary  and  painful  travel  should  in  time,  by 
bijigmce,  lead  me  to  where  the  dews  shall  distil  and  the  rains 
descend,  then  will  1  praise  the  Lord  my  preserver !  Yea,  1 
will  praise  him  even  now.  Will  I  not  praise  him  in  the  depth 
as  well  as  in  the  height  ?  If  not  the  *'  most,"  yet  will  I 
blest  thee  in  "the  severe;"  yea,  though  sickness  depress  ray 
animal  spirits,  and  uature  melt  at  the  loss  of  a  tender  wife, 
precious  children,  and  near  friends,  so  that  I  am  left  to  be- 
moan my  condition  as  a  man  of  sorrows,  and  have  literally 
watered  my  couch  with  my  tears,  still  I  will  bless  and  praise 
the  name  of  the  Lord  for  his  hand  has  hitherto  been  seen  to 
be  underneath;  and  when  I  shall  have  sutTiciently  learned,  (as 
I  mm  i»ow  instructed  by  necessity,}  to  trust  wholly  in  Him  and 
to  love  him  alone, — to  withdraw  my  affections  from  things 
below,  then  do  I  hope  to  find  him  wliat  he  ever  was, — a  pres- 
ent helper  in  the  needfid  time.  And  although  I  have  found 
the  utmost  necessity  for  looking  unto  tlie  God  and  Father  of 
all  my  sure  mercies  foi  support  under  these  trials,  still  I  have 
my  apprehension  that  the  time  may  corne  wherein  I  may  be 
more  tried  and  straitened,  if  it  should  faU  to  my  lot  to  turn 
the  battle  to  the  gate  in  that  land  where  my  prospect  seems 
leading  me,  and  wherein  a  more  near  dwelling  with  the  Foun- 
tain of  wisdom  will  be  needful  in  order  to  bear  the  shield  dis- 
creetly, to  the  supporting  and  exalting  of  the  standard  of  ever- 
lastijig  righteousness  than  I  even  now  feel  in  the  midst  of 
these  alllictions. 

I  suffered  much  from  sea-sickness  through  most  of  the  pas- 

E,  the  duration  of  which  was  twenty -six  days;  but  the 
s  company  and  passengers  were  not  only  civil  to  me,  but 
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fortable  aa  could  have  been  expected  uoder  the  circumstancea 

attending;  and  I  have  thought  that  the  affectionate  parting 
opportunity  with  my  friends  on  boardj — their  apparent  respect- 
ability and  solid  deportment  tended  in  some  degree  to  turn 
attention  towards  me,^ — the  occnrrence  was  several  times 
alluded  to  by  the  passengers. 

I  arrived  safely  at  Liverpool  on  the  19th  of  8lh  month,  and 
found  my  way  to  the  honse  of  my  kind  friend  Thoma8 
Thompson,  to  whom  my  letters  of  introduction  were  ad- 
dressed. My  certificatea  were  gent  to  London  for  the  adjudi- 
cation of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferinga  there,  and  until  their 
return,  which  was  about  ten  days,  I  stayed  in  and  about  Liver- 
pool— attended  meetings  for  worship  five  times,  and  was  silent 
in  all  except  one,  when  I  spoke  a  few  words  only.  During 
this  time,  I  also  attended  their  Monthly  Meeting,  now  held 
at  Hardshawj  in  which  I  had  a  short  testimony, 

8ih  mo,j  29th.  I  left  Liverpool  in  company  with  Thomas 
Thompson,  who  has  given  up  to  bear  me  company  for 
a  time,  and  went  to  Penkcth  and  had  a  meeting  there.  It 
was  this  meeting  that  Samuel  Fothergill  used  to  attend; 
and  it  waa  here  his  remains  were  interred.  This  was  a 
aatisfactory  meeting,  though  small;  and  after  it  we  went  to 
Warrington  and  lodged  with  Robert  and  Ann  Gilpin,  and 
breakfasted  at  Joseph  Fell's,  who  lives  in  the  house  formerly 
owned  and  occupied  by  Samuel  Fothergill,  Here  we  had  a 
favorable  meeting  on  the  30th,  and  after  meeting  examined 
some  ancient  documents  contained  in  their  close — these  were 
very  interesting  ;  being  certificates  out  and  returning  of  divers 
valuable  and  ancient  Friends,  as  well  as  some  of  later  time. 
After  meeting  we  dined  at  Ann  Milner's,  and  then  went  to 
West  Houghton  and  lodged  at  James  Hodkinson's.  31st. 
We  had  a  meeting  here  of  Friends  and  others,  wherein 
strength  was  given  to  unfold  some  of  the  doctrines  of  the 
Gbspel.  It  was  a  solid  time;  and  near  the  conclusion,  way 
was  opened  to  the  house  of  prayer.  From  this  place  we  went 
to  Manchester,  and  lodged  at  the  house  of  my  kind  friend 
William  Boulton.  9th  mo.,  1st  Attended  their  week-day 
meeting,  in  which  my  mouth  was  opened  in  a  short,  search- 
ing testimony  to  such  as  were  not  walking  according  to  the 
knowledge  they  had  received,  who,  according  to  our  Lord's 
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declaration,  are  subjects  for  stripes  and  correction.  In  con- 
cltb*ion»  some  comfort  was  administered  to  the  faithful, 
2d.  Went  to  Oldham,  and  had,  after  a  pretty  long  silence, 
an  open,  heart-searching  meeting,  in  which  I  believe  many 
minds,  if  not  all,  were  humbled  and  tendered ;  and  after  this 
went  again  to  Munchester,  and  next  day  rested  and  ^\TOte» 
4tb,  Attended  their  fore  and  afternoon  meetings,  which  were, 
from  Bome  cause,  rather  painful  to  me,  I  attempted,  how- 
ever, some  public  service  in  each,  which  brought  little  peace, 
5th«  Went  to  Bolton,  and  had  a  solid  meeting  there,  in  which 
I  felt  peace ;  after  which  went  to  Rochdale,  and  lodged  at 
James  Midgley*s,  Abigail  Dockray,  wife  of  D,  D.  of  Man- 
chester, came  with  us  from  that  place,  in  order  to  attend  the 
meeting  here,  and  at  Bolton  ;  and  her  company  has  been  ac* 
oeptable  to  us.  6th,  Had  a  meeting  here,  in  which  A.  D.  had 
good  service,  and  w^as  followed  by  an  attempt  at  some  labor 
on  my  part,  but  it  proved  a  day  of  deep  distress  to  me ;  after 
meeting,  we  dined  at  James  King's.  The  day  before  I  land- 
ed at  Liverpool,  and  near  where  w^e  passed,  a  steam  vessel 
called  the  Rothsay  Castle  was  lost,  and  one  hundred  of  her 
passengers  perished,  among  whom  were  two  Friends  from 
tills  place ;  one  of  them  a  brother  of  James  King,  whose 
widow  was  now  here — but  his  body  has  not  yet  been  found  ; 
the  other  a  cousin  of  his,  by  the  name  of  Bottomly,  whose 
body  was  found,  brought  here,  and  buried  two  days  »ince ; 

LbJs  parents,  three  brothers  and  two  sisters,  were  also  here — a 
plain,  good-looking  family  of  Friends.  A.  D.  had  an  open 
time  with  them,  but  I  could  be  no  more  than  their  silent  com- 
panion in  tribulation.  From  this  place  w^e  \vent  to  Tod- 
EDorden,  and  lodged  at  Joshua  B,  Fielding's,  where,  on  fourth 
4lay,  we  had  a  sUent  meeting — still  in  a  tried  and  low  state; 
mnd  religion  appears  to  me  to  be  pretty  low  here.  After  meet- 
ing went  to  Cmwshawbooth,  took  tea  at  John  Dockray's,  and 
lodged  at  Mary  and  Susanna  Haworth's.  8th.  Still  distressed. 
O  Lord,  how  long  wilt  thou  charge  me  with  iniquity,  and 
hide  thyself  from  me  ?  Wilt  thou  cover  me  with  darkness, 
even  forever  I  Wilt  thou  command  thy  light  to  shine  no 
more  upon  me,  and  destroy  me  in  thy  great  displeasure! 
Wilt  thou  not  sttfTer  me,  O  God,  to  look  unto  thee,  and  again 
to  hope  in  thee  ?     O  that  thou  would  wash  me  from  all  ini- 
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quity,  and  Buffer  me  once  more  to  praise  thee!  Attended 
meeting  here — had  a  little  light,  like  a  glimmer  passing  a 
window,  and  towards  the  close  of  the  meeting,  spoke  a  few 
wordsj  but  soon  sank  down  again  into  deep  affliction.  I 
went,  this  afternoon,  to  Marsden,  and  lodged  at  Hannah 
Ecroyd's,  where,  next  day,  wc  had  a  silent  meeting;  after 
which  we  went  to  Blackburn,  and  had  an  evening  meeting, 
in  which  a  degree  of  relief  came,  and  in  a  t*hort.  te^^t]mony  my 
month  was  opened  to  the  few  Friends  here.  10th.  Went  to 
Preston,  and  lodged  at  Ralph  Alderson's ;  and  next  day  at- 
tended their  meeting,  bolh  fore  and  afternoon,  to  pretty  good 
satisfaction.  My  companion,  T.  T.,  left  me  here,  and  took 
stage  for  Liverpool. 

12th.  Michael  Saterthwaite  bearing  me  company^  went  to 
Standish,  where  we  expected  a  meeting  had  been  appointed 
for  us,  but  found  that  the  information  had  failed ;  so  we  went 
on  for  the  next  appointment,  and  lodged  at  the  house  of 
Charles  Holmes,  called  Oriel  Hall.  Near  this  place  is  a  nun- 
nery, having  about  sixty  inmates,  the  fiTst  of  whom  came 
from  France ;  but  the  law  now  prohibits  their  increase. 

13th.  Wc  had  a  little  meeting  at  Ashton  with  Friends  and 
others,  among  whom  was  a  clergyman  of  the  Episcopal  order, 
with  whom  we  had  conBiderable  conversation  after  meeting, 
he  appearing  friendly.  Went,  the  same  evening,  to  Liverpool, 
and  attended  their  Monthly  Select  Meetingjand  next  day,  14th, 
their  Monthly  Meeting,  and  in  the  evening,  the  Select  Quarterly 
Meeting ;  in  all  which  it  was  my  lot  to  be  silent.  15th.  At- 
tended the  Quarterly  Meeting  at  large,  through  the  course  of 
which  my  mental  aufieringg  were  very  great.  There  was 
much  preaching  during  the  meeting  for  worship,  in  which  I 
had  no  part,  and  which,  according  to  my  sense,  had  but  very 
little  solemnizing  effect  upon  the  meeting.  O  Lord,  preserve 
me  in  the  patience,  and  enable  me  to  resign  all  to  thy  dis- 
posal ;  O  keep  me  from  the  snare  of  the  fowler,  and  set  thy 
mercy  round  about  me,  lest  I  fall  and  reproach  thy  holy 
name.     O,  enable  me  to  trust  in  thee  forever* 

On  sixth  day,  the  16th  of  9th  month,  in  company  with 
my  beloved  friend  George  Crosfield,  I  left  Liverpool  again, 
and  went  towards  Cheshire;  travelled  twenty  miles,  and 
lodged   at  our   friend    Ralph   Neild's.       17th.    Had   a   little 
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open  meeting  at  Fratilyi  in  Cheshire ;  after  which  we  dined 
at  William  Derbyshire's.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Bradbury,  has  several  sisters  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
From  hence  we  went  to  Stockport,  to  the  house  of  my 
dear  friends  George  and  Ann  Jones*  On  first  day,  the  18th, 
we  attended  their  meeting  in  the  morning,  to  pretty  good 
satisfaction,  and  another  in  the  evening  for  the  town's- 
people,  which  was  very  full,  and  was  a  laborious  time ;  there 
seemed  but  little  room  in  the  minds  of  many  here  to  receive  the 
testimony  of  truth,  yet  it  was  hoped  that  there  were  some  who 
felt  the  weight  of  things  delivered.  19th.  Went  to  Maccles- 
field, and  had  a  meeting  there,  in  which  I  believe  some  Gos- 
pel truths  were  testified  to,  and  it  proved  a  solid  time ;  after 
which  we  went  into  Staffordshire,  to  Leek,  and  lodged  at 
Toft  Chorley's.  It  was  at  this  place  that  Margaret  Lucas 
lived,  and  experienced  her  close  trials  and  sufferings,  at  the 
time  of  her  convinceraent.  Toft  Chorley  is  a  grandson  of 
Joshua  Toft,  mentioned  in  her  narrative.     The  meeting  here 

ras  rather  trying  and  laborious  ;  for  a  considerable  time  silent 

Rand    very  discouraging ;   it   seemed   very   dilficult   to   speak 

rightly  to  the  conditions  of  the  few,  (for  there  were  but  a  few,) 

yet  a  variety  of  condition  was  very  apparent  to  the  mingled 

feelings  of  ray  mind ;  but  by  endeavoring  to  dwell  deep,  way 

ras  at  length  made,  as  I  trust,  to  divide  aright  the  word  of 
ith  among  them,  in  which  I  found  peace.     After  this  meet- 

ig  we  travelled  twenty-five  miles  to  Nantwich,  in  Cheshire, 
and  lodged  at  Croudson  TunstalFs,  where  we  met  with  a 
lujnber  of  Friends  from  divers  places  at  which  we  had  been. 

ist.  We  attended   Monthly   Meeting  here  in  the  morning, 
wherein  the  virtue  and  sap  of  the  divine  life  was  joyfully  felt 
circulate,  and  Zion's  travellers  were  encouraged  to  hold  on 

icir  way*       In  the  evening,  attended  the  Select  Quarterly 

[eeting  for  Cheshire  and  Staffordshire,  which  consisted,  at 

lis  time,  of  four  members  only ;  but  we  were  informed  that 
ire  are  eleven  belonging  to  it — some  sick,  and  some  away. 
We  returned  to  C.  T.*s  and  lodged. 

22d.     Attended  the   Quarterly    Meeting  at    large,   which, 

lough  small,  was  nevertheless  a  time  of  especial  favor,  and 
I  trust  many  minds  were  tendered  and  encouraged  to  press 
for^)»'ard ;  and  solemn  supplication  ascended  as  incense  from 
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the  altar  of  our  hearts.  Aft«r  this  meeting  we  travelled  twenty- 
four  fiiiles  to  Morley,  and  tarried  at  John  Bartow's,  where, 
next  day,  we  attended  Iheir  meeting — tluU  and  painful,  on 
account  of  lukewarmness  and  carnal  security  in  too  many 
present;  to  whom  an  alarm  was  sounded  near  the  conclu:*ioii 
of  the  meeting.  After  this  meeting  we  went  again  to  Stock- 
port, and  lodged  at  George  Jones's.  Here  he  wrote  a  letter  to 
!iis  family  from  which  the  follow^ing  is  an  extract : — 

"  Stockport,  in  tlm  comity  of  Chosbire^  ftth  mo,,  38d,  1881. 

"  Mr   HEAIi   WIFE  AND    ClllLDWvK^ 

**  I  tiiive  been  tliinking  so  much  of  you  l!iis  aficrnoon  that  I  cannot 
omit  wriling  you.  I  have  not  yet  received  imy  iiiformution  from  you 
since  I  leffe  America — have  been  greatly  in  expectation  of  a  letter 
for  more  than  a  week  past — saw  a  Livei-pool  paper  la.^1  night  which 
t*tate«l  tliJit  the  packet  i>hip  S.  Jenkins  came  round  Iluljhead  on  second 
day  last,  by  which  I  can  haiilly  help  hiipini^  that  I  ratiy  yet  have  a  let- 
ter. I  have  written  three  letters  to  Ameriea  .since  coming  to  this  couu- 
try — the  first  to  Moses  Brawn,  for  you,  the  second,  to  Samuel  Wood, 
for  you,  and  the  third  to  Thomas  Wilhur,  Fall  River,  to  bo  sent  home 
also.  This  place  is  about  forty  miles  from  Liverpool ;  have  visited 
most  of  the  meetings  in  Lancashire  and  Clieslrire.  After  writing  you 
last,  (about  two  weeks  since,)  I  went  again  to  Liverpool  and  attended 
the  Quarterly  Meeting  there,  after  which,  in  company  with  my  beloved 
friend,  George  Crosfield^  sat  out  for  Cheshire,  where  we  have  had  a 
number  of  meetings,  some  of  which  have  been  highly  favoi-ed  seasons. 
I  have  had  of  late  gi*eat  confirmation  of  its  being  right  for  me  to  be  in 
this  land,  and  at  this  time ;  although  I  had  to  endure  much  grievous 
aflliction  for  the  tirst  two  or  tbix'c  weeks  after  arriving  here,  not  of  hotly, 
but  of  mind,  which  I  endeavored  to  submit  to  with  patience,  believing 
it  might  be  an  essential  preparatory  baptism  for  future  service;  but  my 
mind  has  been  set  greatly  at  liberty  for  the  week  past,  in  winch  my 
cords  iiave  been  lengthened  and  ray  stakes  strengthened.  My  com- 
panion is  ranch  more  than  an  ordinary  man,  and  although  a  Liver|>ool 
merchant  of  shining  talents,  is  still  endowed  with  bo  much  meekness 
and  tenderness  that  his  company  and  help  in  this  weighty  work  is  truly 
acceptable  and  useful.  He  ia  an  Elder  of  clear  discemmetit  and 
a  judicious  companioiu  How  long  he  will  stay  with  me  is  uncertain  ; 
his  wife  met  with  us  at  Nantwich,  tmd  manifested  much  tender  feeling 
for  me.  So  much  time  having  elapsed  and  not  hearing  from  you,  I 
begin  to  think  that  something  serious  has  transpired  which  you  may 
deem  improper  for  me  yet  to  know ;  but  be  that  as  it  may,  1  am  en- 
deavoring to  be  resigned  to  the  will  of  Divine  Providence,  and  as  I  did 
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comniit  and  resign  you  most  solemnly  into  hh  hand  and  holy  kooping,  I 
confide  in  the  belief  that  He  wilt  yet  be  meix;ifol  both  to  you  and  me 
amid  llie  sorrows  and  privations  of  oiir  pe[(aration ;  and  truly  one  of 
the  most  fruitful  desires  of  my  heart  i^  now  in  the  exercise  of  this 
lurduoas  service  in  a  foreign  land,  that  you  may  live  and  devote  your 
all  to  Him  who  has  ordered  our  separation,  and  continue  to  be  resigned 
to  \m  will  until  he  shall  be  pleased  to  restore  us  to  each  other  again ; 
and  if  ihii  be  your  experience  I  believe  yowr  hearts  will  be  made  to 
overflow  with  hts  love,  and  his  kind  and  propitious  eye  will  be  over 
you*  causing  your  peace  to  flow  ns  n  river,  which  is  my  chiufest  desire 
lor  you," 

24th*  On  seventh  day  we  travelled  through  a  corner  of 
Derbyshire,  thh^y-six  miles  to  Sheffield,  in  Yorkshire,  and 
lodged  at  the  house  of  our  kiod  friend  William  Hargreaves, 
whose  daughter  Lydia  is  a  minister,  and  were  received  very 
affectionately.  On  first  day  we  attended  their  large  meeting 
here,  both  fore  and  afternoon.  The  first  was  truly  an  over- 
shadowing time  even  in  the  silent  part  of  it;  and  in  this 
respect,  as  I  think,  has  been  surpassed  by  few,  if  any,  which 
it  has  been  my  lot  to  attend,  and  the  latter  was  also  a  good 
meeting.  On  second  day,  with  Wm.  Hargreaves,  Jr.,  for  our 
guide,  we  went  to  Doncaster  and  had  a  meeting  there,  in 
which  the  doctrine  of  the  fall  of  man  and  his  redemption  was 
pretty  fully  set  forth ;  as  also  the  necessity  of  seeing  our  lapse 
and  depravity,  in  order  to  realize  the  all  importance  of  the 
sacrifice  of  Christ  and  the  power  of  the  Gospel ;  and  strength 
was  mercifully  given  to  bring  the  subject  home  to  t!ie  awaken- 
ing of  many  minds.  Here  live  our  valuable  elder  friends 
William  and  Martha  Smith,  ministers  in  good  esteem.  The 
salutation  of  her  spirit  was  truly  animating  to  mine  j  and 
answered  as  face  answercth  to  face  in  a  glass.     26th.  From 

»ncaster  we  went  to  Ackworth,  and  lodged  at  the  school ; 
next  morning  had  a  religious  opportunity  with  the 
scholars;  then  left  and  went  to  the  city  of  York, and  attended 
their  Select  Quarterly  Meeting  the  same  evening  at  six 
o*doek*  in  a  very  low  state  of  mind.  28th»  The  Quarterly 
Meeting  was  very  large,  and  there  was  much  preaching,  so 
that  room  was  hardly  found  for  a  poor  foreign  messenger  to 
deal  out  his  humble  ware  till  towards  the  close  ;  but  I  was 
pfctty  well  satisfied  in  the  end.     There  were  two  sittings  of 
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the  meeting  for  discipline;  the  latter  held  till  nine  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  through  which  I  sat  in  much  weaknessj  and  con- 
tinued in  a  state  of  great  desertion  until  next  morning,  when 
at  ten  o'clock  another  public  meeting  was  held,  wherein  my 
weakness  was  turned  into  strength  and  Truth  was  raised  into 
dominion. 

After  the  Quarterly  Meeting  was  over,  we  visited  their 
ins*titution  for  the  insane  called  the  Retreat ;  which  gives 
full  proof  of  the  benevolence  and  humanity  of  its  founders 
and  supporters.  The  most  soothing  attention  to  the  wants  of 
the  inmates  and  the  strictest  cleanliness,  are  observed.  The 
same  day  we  went  to  see  Hannah  JVIurray,  i,^adow  of  the  late 
Lindley  Murray,  of  Holdgate,  near  York.  With  her  I  had  a 
very  satisfactory  and  interesting  visit  30th.  We  left  York 
and  travelled  forty  miles  to  Burlington,  on  the  eastern  coast 
of  Yorkshire,  and  the  place  where  our  ancient  friend,  John 
Richardson,  once  lived*  Here  we  had  a  meeting  the  next  day 
with  tlie  few  Friends  who  live  at  this  placcj  and  one  or  two 
others;  and  iflthough  the  number  assembled,  I  think,  did  not 
exceed  a  dozen  pers^ons,  it  was  truly  a  savory  season,  and  the 
language  of  encouragemetit  to  greater  faithfulness  was  ex- 
tended, and  a  sweet  offering  of  incense  was  graciously  pre- 
pared for  us.  After  meeting,  we  made  two  or  three  calls  in  a 
solid  way,  and  then  travelled  eighteen  miles  to  Scarborough, 
and  went  to  the  house  of  our  friends  John  and  Martha  Yeardley, 
both  ministers  who  have  been  several  times  on  the  continent 
on  religious  service.  Here  we  saw  the  ruins  of  the  old  Castle, 
in  which  our  ancient  worthy,  George  Fox,  suffered  much 
hardship  in  a  cruel  and  long  imprisonment.  This  town  and 
that  from  which  we  last  came,  are  situated  upon  the  German 
Ocean. 

First  day,  10th  mo.,  2d.  Attended  their  meeting  in 
the  morning — rather  heavy — and  in  the  evening  had  one 
with  the  town^s-people,  which  we  thought  a  favored  time. 
3d.  We  went  to  Knapton  and  had  a  meeting  there— to  this 
place  we  were  guided  by  Robert  Tindal,  who,  with  his 
brothers,  owns  an  estate  here  of  nearly  three  thousand  acres 
of  excellent  land,  on  which  there  are  four  houses  for  public 
worship,  one  of  which  is  for  Friends,  all  built  by  the  owners 
of  the  estate,  they  being  of  different  denominations.     Here, 
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at  their  mansion-house,  called  Tindal  Hall,  we  were  kindly 
accommodated  "^ith  breakfast  and  dinner.  After  this,  we 
went  to  Malton,  and  had  a  nieetiiig  at  five  oVlock,  and  lodged 
at  Joseph  Priestman's,  who  WL*nt  with  us  next  day  to  Picker- 
ingj  where  we  had  a  meeting  with  Friends.  These  last  two 
•were  long  silent  and  rather  laborions,  but  strength  was  given 
towards  the  close,  as  I  trust,  to  stir  up  the  pure  mind  in  many. 
After  the  last  mentioned,  in  company  with  J.  Priestman,  we 
tfa veiled  twenty-one  miles  to  Whitby.  Here,  next  day,  we 
had  a  meeting,  in  which  a  subject  came  unexpectedly  into 
Tiew  and  was  pretty  fully  treated  on — it  was  concern itjg  the 
exalted  character  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Liord,  Ma  mbsion  and 
mediation — ^his  having  done  much  for  us  without  us ;  and 
procured  for  us  also  the  gift  of  the  good  spirit  within  us.  I 
was  informed,  before  we  left,  that  a  Unitarian  preacher  was 
present  in  the  meeting.  Afternoon,  travelled  to  Castleton, 
where  next  day  we  had  a  favored  meeting  with  Friends;  after 
which,  went  to  Gisborough  and  took  lodgings  at  the  house  of 
our  friend  Ann  Coning,  an  acceptable  minister.  Hl-fc,  on 
sbtlh  day,  the  7th,  we  had  a  meeting  in  the  morning  with 
Fticnds,  which  was  a  tendering  time,  and  in  the  evening  an- 

er  ^ith  the  town's-people,  which  proved  a  very  8olid  satis- 

tory  meeting.  Sth.  Went  early  to  Ay  ton,  and  had  a 
meeting  there,  commencing  at  nine  in  the  morning,  in  which 
many  things  were  pretty  fully  opened,  and  strength  was  given 
to  declare  the  Truth  amongst  them.  After  this  niceting  we 
bad  a  solid  time  with  a  sick  Mend,  and  in  a  social  way 
fl/teppcd  into  several  Friends'  houses.  Here  we  parted  with 
dear  Ann  Coning,  who  had  attended  the  last  three  meetings 
with  119,  and  was  truly  helpful  to  us.     This  afternoon  we 

veiled  to  Stockton,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  and  lodged 

Margaret  Atkinson's,  who  is  a  minister. 

First  day,  9th,  Attended  Friends'  Meeting  here  in  the  morn- 
in  which  1  had  some  searching  labor  and  a  serious  call  to 
who  had  been  visited  in  a  remarkable  manner,  but  had 
been  faithful  thereto.  In  the  evening  we  had  a  very  large 
pnblie  meeting,  in  which  the  dispensations  of  the  Law  and  the 
Go0pel  were  exhibited  and  clearly  distinguished,  the  power  and 
eHicacy  of  the  latter  enforced,  and  all  invited  to  Him  by  whom 
macK  and  truth  cometb.    It  waa  a  most  solemn  time,  in  which 
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strength  was  mercifully  given  to  do  the  Master's  will,  and  I 
felt  abundant  cauae  to  be  thankful  to  Hhn  by  whose  power 
alone  the  Gospel  can  be  preached  etTeetually  and  to  his  honor. 
10th.  Had  a  small  meeting  at  Norton  at  the  ninth  hour,  and 
then  travelled  twenty-five  miles  to  Sunderland,  and  attended 
their  Select  Meeting,  for  Newcastle  Monthly  Meeting,  the 
same  evening.  11th,  Attended  the  Monthly  Meeting  held 
here,  which  was  comfortable,  and  the  service  fell  mostly  to  my 
lot,  although  there  were  many  ministers  present.  In  the 
evening,  the  Select  Quarterly  Meeting  was  held,  and  .next 
day  the  Quarterly  Meeting  for  the  county  of  Durham,  in 
wliich  I  was  silent  throughout.  On  fifth  day  went  to  the 
city  of  Durham,  and  had  a  small  meeting  there ;  then  returned 
again  to  Sunderland,  and  had  a  large  public  meeting  in  the 
evening,  to  the  great  relief  of  my  mind*  Here  I  lodged  at 
Solomon  Chapman's,  a  minister  in  good  standing.  Here  also 
lives  one  Elizabeth  Robson,  a  widow,  and  valuable  minister, 
with  whom  I  felt  much  near  unity,  and  she  also  gave  me  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship,  and  offered  much  encouragement 
in  an  interview  I  had  with  her  at  the  close  of  this  last  meeting 
there,  so  that  my  drooping  mind  was  much  refreshed  and 
strengthened  by  her  sweet  and  sisterly  sympathy.  Next  day 
went  to  Shields,  and  had  a  meeting  with  Friends  to  good 
satisfaction — dined  with  William  Richardson,  whose  wife  is 
also  an  acceptable  minister,  and  lodged  at  Robert  Spencer's. 
Next  morning  went  to  Newcastle,  and  took  lodgings  at  Mar- 
garet Braggs,  where  1  rested  and  wrote  to  my  wife  and  chil- 
dren* 

First  day,  16th.  Attended  meeting  in  the  morning,  which 
was  a  favored  time ;  and  in  the  evening  a  very  crowded 
unsettled  meeting  with  the  town's-people,  and  not  much 
openness  to  revive  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  yet  I  hoped  our 
labors  were  not  wholly  lost  Margaret  Bragg  is  the 
daughter  of  Rachel  Wilson,  an  eminent  minister,  who  once 
travelled  iu  America  in  the  service  of  the  Gospel ;  and 
tliis,  her  daughter,  is  also  a  minister  in  good  esteem.  17th. 
Travelled  thirty-four  miles  to  Staindrop,  and  had  a  favored 
meeting  there  at  live  o^clack;  after  which,  went  home  with 
George  Hall  and  lodged,  and  next  day  travelled  to  Cotherstone, 
and  had  a  smaU  meeting  there,  and  rather  an  awakening  one 
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to  some  who  it  was  apprebi-iided  had  lost  ground  in  theLr  ex- 
perience. After  this  meeting  went  twenty  miles  to  Darling- 
ton, and  lodged  at  John  and  Catharine  Backhouse^Sf  both 
I'  -  and  very  kind  friends.     Hud  a  meeting  here  to  good 

^^  .  uon,  and  next  day  John  and  Catharine  took  us  in 
their  carriage  to  Borrowby^  where  we  had  a  very  small  meet* 
iDgj  in  which  both  of  them  bore  acceptable  testimonies  to  the 
Truth  ;  Bomc  labor  also  fell  to  my  lot  and  the  meeting  was 
satisfactory ;  after  it,  in  a  Friend's  house,  we  had  a  solid  part- 
ing opportunity,  in  which  dear  C.  B.,  in  a  weighty  manner, 
put  up  a  petition  for  my  preservation  and  that  of  my  dear 
wife  and  family,  craving  that  we  might  be  favored  to  meet 
again  in  a  mansion  of  rest  After  parting  with  them,  we 
went  to  Thirsk,  and  had  a  meeting  there  at  six  o'clock — long 
silent  and  painful,  in  which  it  was  felt  and  apprehended  that 
some,  at  least,  were  laboring  under  sad  infirmities,  and  knew 
it  not,  so  that  there  was  not  an  applying  to  the  true  Pliysi- 
cian  for  help.  At  length  way  opened  a  little  for  labor,  which, 
by  a  careful  stepping,  was  extended  from  Jess  to  more,  and  it 
became  a  searching  time.  From  this  place  we  went  to 
Helmsly,  and  had  a  meeting  there  at  eleven,  and  at  four,  an- 
other at  Bilsdale,  and  on  the  next  day,  22d,  at  Hutton,  in  the 
Hole,  at  ten,  and  at  Kirby  Moorside,  at  tvvo,  all  open,  and 
some  rather  awakening  times.  At  the  latter  place  reside 
Thomas  and  Mary  Hartas;  she  a  minister  to  whom  T  felt 
nearly  united.  "Whilst  in  this  neighborhood,  and  attending 
the  four  last-named  meetings,  our  lodgings  were  at  the  house 
of  Robert  Bainbridge,  at  Ilelmsly.  Hutton  was  the  last  place 
of  residence  of  John  Richardson,  and  the  same  meeting-house 
in  which  he  attended  is  now  standing,  and  yet  in  use,  though 
poor 

After  these  meetings  we  set  out  for  York,  where  we 
arrived  late  in  the  evening,  and  took  lodgings  at  the  house  of 
our  dear  friend  Mary  Backhouse.  First  day,  23d.  Attended 
their  fore  and  afternoon  meetings ;  1  was  silent  in  the  last. 
On  second  day  morning  my  valuable  and  much  beloved 
friend,  George  Crosfield,  left  me  and  took  stage  for  Liverpool 
being  under  the  necessity  of  returning  home.  His  company 
has  been  truly  grateful  to  me,  and  his  assistance  very  useful 
in  promoting  my  services  in  this  land,  which  indeed  made  me 
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loth  to  part  with  him.  On  the  same  day  I  visited  several 
sick  persons;  also  again  my  dear  friend  Hannah  Murray,  my 
countrywoman,  with  her  companion,  Hannali  Richardson ; 
and  on  third  day,  had  meetings  at  Thornton  and  Huby,  both 
pretty  open  times.  Thornton  is  a  meeting  which  Robert  and 
Sarah  Grnbb  attended  for  several  years,  and  is  eight  miles 
north  of  York.  26th.  Went  to  Cottingi^^tb,  and  had  a  labo- 
rious meeting  there,  and  thence  to  Selby,  and  Ijad  an  evening 
meeting  to  good  satisfaction.  27th.  Went  to  Thorn^  and  met 
with  Mary  Fell,  from  Uxbridge,  near  London,  with  wliom  I 
had  once  met  before  at  Ackworth.  I  found  that  both  our 
appointments  here  were  sent  forward  for  the  same  time,  so 
we  willingly  joined  and  labored  together  in  unity  and  true 
harmony.  Martha  Thorn  bill,  from  Ackworth,  w^as  also  with 
her  and  took  an  acceptable  part  in  the  labor.  William  Proc- 
tor was  onr  guide  from  Selby  to  this  place,  where  we  dined 
at  Mordccai  Cassons,  whose  son  went  as  our  guide  to  Cave. 
David  Priestman,  of  York,  being  now  my  companion,  we  set 
out,  and  arrived  at  Cave  rather  late  in  the  evening,  having  had 
a  ferry  over  the  Humber  to  pass  after  dark.  28th.  Had  a 
public  meeting  at  North  Cave,  in  which  the  spirit  and  powei 
of  the  Christian  religion  was  livingly  felt  and  largely  spoken 
of,  and  through  favor,  tongue  and  utterance  were  given  to 
speak  to  the  people  of  its  superior  excellency  where  its  domin- 
ion prevails  within. 

From  here  we  went  to  Hull,  a  large  commercial  town  on 
the  Humber,  where  I  met  with  my  dear  friend  and  country- 
man, Christopher  Healy,  now  also  here  in  the  service  of  the 
Gospel;  and  we  w^ere  mutually  glad  to  see  each  other,  and 
at  our  dear  friend  John  and  Mabel  Hipsley's,  we  spent  the 
night  and  most  of  the  next  day  together,  w^hen  he  left  for 
York,  and  I  remained  here  till  the  day  following,  w^iich 
was  the  first  of  the  week,  and  attended  their  meetings 
here,  both  solid  and  satisfactory.  On  first  day  evening  we 
went  home  with  Thomas  and  Esther  Priestman,  she  the 
daughter  of  Henry  Tuke,  of  York,  and  Mabel  Hipsley,  his 
sister.  On  second  day  had  a  meeting  at  Oustwick,  open  and 
satisfactory,  and  returned  at  evening  to  Hull,  and  lodged  at 
Isabel  Casson's,  a  minister,  now  from  home,  but  her  daughter 
Hannah  treated  us  wnth  great  kindness. 
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11th  mo.,  Ist.  Returned  to  York,  and  went  to  my  former  lodg- 
ings with  my  friend  M.  Backhouse*  Her  son,  James  Backliouse, 
had  now  gone  on  an  extensive  visit  to  Van  Dieman'a  Land 
and  New  Holland,  on  religious  service.  2d.  I  attended  their 
Biid-week  meeting  at  York,  which  was  a  good  open  time,  and 
fleemed  somewhat  like  finishing  my  visit  here.  After  meet- 
log,  I  had  an  opportunity  with  the  scholars  in  the  girl's  school 
here.  3d.  Went  to  Aekworth,  and  lodged  at  the  school ;  and 
on  rijith  day,  to  Barnsley,  and  had  a  meeting  there  to  pretty 
good  satisfaction  ;  returned  again  to  Ackworth,  and  on  seventh 
dfty,  vbited  the  schools.  On  first  day  morning,  attended  meet^ 
JUlg  at  Ackworth,  and  afternoon,  at  Pontefract,  both  pretty 
open  ;  and  in  the  evening,  attended  the  reading  meeting  of  the 
scholars  at  Ackworth,  which  was  a  solid  time,  and  closed  with 
a  sweet  supplication  by  Priscilla  Kinney,  the  chief  governess. 
On  second  day  we  again  visited  the  girPs  school  and  some 
individuals  in  the  neighborhood.  This  is  a  very  interesting 
institution,  and  managed,  I  believe,  under  much  of  the  right 
authority,  and  hence  of  great  benefit  to  the  society.  The 
snperintendeutg,  Robert  and  Hannah  Whitaker,  appear  to  be 
well  qualified  for  their  station  in  this  institution,  being  happily 
with  Christian  meekness,  cheerfulness,  and  love, 
cb,  with  patience  and  firmness,  seems  to  fit  them  in  a 
peculiar  manner  for  government.  They  are  indeed  valuable 
ends,  and  were  brought  very  near  to  my  best  feelings,  and 
also  were  dear  Friscilia  Kinney,  the  governess,  and  Martha 
Thornhiil,  living  at  the  bottom  of  the  garden — both  ministers. 
Feeling  now  clear  of  Ackworth,  we  left  it  on  third  day  morn- 
ing, the  8th  of  11th  month,  and  went  to  Wakefield,  and  had 
a  meeting  there,  and  at  six  in  the  evening,  at  Dewsbury.  On 
fourth  day  was  at  Brighouse  in  the  morning,  at  Huddersfield 
in  the  evening,  and  on  fifth  day,  at  Halifax — these  were  gen- 
erally pi^tty  open  meetings,  and  I  hope  some  of  them  profit- 
able. From  Halifax  I  went  to  Bradford,  to  the  house  of  my 
beloved  friend  S;uah  Harris,  On  sixth  day  had  an  appointed 
meeting,  long  silent^  but  at  length  there  was  given  me,  per- 
bape^  as  great  a  fulness  of  strength  as  I  have  often  experi- 
anoed,  and  all  that  was  in  me  praised  the  Giver.  In  the 
evening,  had  a  meeting  at  Rawden,  which  was  long  painful, 
but  a  little  strength  was  finally  given   to  relieve   my  mind. 
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Sarah  Harris,  Benjamin  Seebohm,  and  Esther,  his  wife,  went 
with  me  to  this  meeting;  they  are  all  ministers.  S.  H.  and 
E.  S,  both  spoke  in  this  meeting  to  my  satisfaction.  On 
seventh  day,  12th,  in  company  with  B.  S,  and  S,  H.,  (David 
Priestman,  my  late  companion,  having  returned  home,)  went 
to  Ciildcrsome,  where  Robert  Walker  formerly  lived,  and  had  a 
meeting  with  the  few  Friends  there,  and  I  was  here  met  by 
my  beloved  friend  Mary  Cooper,  of  Brighouse.  My  spirits 
being  much  depressed  by  the  information  received  of  the  death 
of  my  dear  friend  Jonathan  Taylor,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Ohio, 
(lately  deceased  at  the  house  of  dear  Mary  J.  Lecky,  at  Kil- 
noek,  in  Ireland,)  I  felt  disqualified  to  labor  much  in  the  rain- 
istry  at  this  time ;  but  my  friends  who  were  with  roe  were 
acceptably  engaged.  Added  to  the  foregoing  event,  an  ac- 
count of  the  sickness  of  ray  dear  friend  and  country  man, 
Christopher  Hcaly^  now  at  Thirsk,  in  this  countyj  seemed  to 
be  an  accumulation  of  afEiction  and  discouragement  sufficient 
to  dishearten  a  lonely  traveller  in  a  foreign  land*  On  this 
account,  or  for  some  other  cause,  J  was  wholly  silent  on  first 
day  morning  at  Leeds.  At  this  time  the  remains  of  Catherine 
El  am  were  interred.  In  the  afternoon  meeting  my  mouth 
was  opened  upon  the  subject  of  humility,  and  I  alluded  to 
our  Saviour's  parable  of  the  Pharisee  and  the  Publican. 

On  second  day,  the  14th,  I  rested  and  wrote  to  America^ 
and  at  evening  bad  a  meeting  with  the  town's-peopicj  much 
favored ;  and  the  power  of  Truth,  I  thought^  was  in  a  good 
degree  exalted,  in  which  many  were  enabled  to  rejoice.  My 
Mend  Mary  Cooper  till  now  remained  with  me,  and  was 
truly  helpful.  My  dear  friend  Richard  Thompson,  from  Raw- 
den,  met  me  here,  in  order  to  bear  me  company  for  a  time 
on  this  journey ;  and  on  third  day,  the  15th,  we  set  out 
together  and  went  to  Biiatwick,  and  had  a  meeting  there 
towards  evening,  in  which  I  trust  no  dishonor  was  brought  to 
the  Truth. 

Fourth  day,  16th.  We  went  to  Addingham  and  had  a  meet- 
ing there,  and  in  the  evening  another  at  Skipton. 


[While  in  this  neighborhood,  he  received  the  following 
letter  from  Frances  Thompson,  wife  of  Thomas  Thompson, 
whose  house  was  his  first  home  in  Liverpool,] 
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FBOH  FBAKCES  TnOMPBOK   TO   JOHN   WILBUH, 

Ltverpool,  lldi  mo.,  I6tli,  isai. 

I  had  given  proof  of  my  remembrance  of  tliee,  by  rather  a  long 
attempt  at  Mrrlting  to  thee  yesterday — but  thy  message  coming  in  the 
evemng,  I  eoocluded  to  begin  afresh,  feeling  a  little  add  It  ion  ally  en* 
couraged  by  the  intimation  of  a  wish  to  have  a  fuw  lines  from  me. 
I  btJieve  thou  may  give  some  of  us  hereaway  credit  for  yfH.*aking  the 
tmtJit  when  we  say  we  are  deeply  interested  in  thy  comfort  and  wel- 
fare arery  way ;  and  rttrj  encouraging  it  is  to  mc,  in  regard  to  thee^ 
wbeo  I  retrace  thy  steps,  and  reflect  how  thou  hast  been  k'd  along, 
fyvm  ihr  time  of  thy  first  coming  amongst  u* ; — how,  in  the  first  in- 
■laaoe^  thou  wast  brought  down  out  of  everything  in  which  the  flesh 
ooold  glory,  and  in  that  state  made  willing  to  wait  the  Master's  time, 
•vcn  tlioiigh  it  should  be  to  the  **  compassing  the  city  seven  days ; " — 
wiMn  I  womdteT  how  thou  wa^^t  preserved,  in  this  time  of  trial,  from 
kindling  a  fire  of  thy  own  and  wanning  thyself  with  t!ic  sparks,  and 
bow  thoo  wast  kept  in  patient  dependence  upon  the  delivering  Arm 
ttitil  a  way  was  made  for  thee — I  think  there  h  cause  for  us  to  mag- 
the  Dftme  of  llim  who  has  dealt  so  bountifully  with  thee ! — who, 
ime  to  time,  (after  having  brought  thee  through  the  deej»s,)  has 
tiiee  up  to  bear  testimony  to  his  goodness,  and  enabled  tliee  to 
exalt  the  standard  of  Truth  and  Righteousne^,  to  his  prai.se,  and  much, 
mtieh,  to  tlie  satisfaction  of  thy  friends.     I  am  induced  to  tell  thee 
dear  friend,  for  thy  encouragement,  for  I  recollect  that  even  the 
Paul  prayed,  or  desired  that  others  should  pray,  that  his  ser- 
be  acceptable  to  the  Church.^ — Yes,  it  muf^be  consoling  to  a 
r,  tried  pilgrim,  to  have  this  seal  superadded ;  therefore,  since  thou 
60  fevored  of  the  Ma^iter,  by  thy  fellow-hiborer*,  and  the  church  at 
let  mc  entreat  thee  to  take  courage,  to  hold  up  thy  head  in  hof)e,— 
He  who  has  dealt  ihuis  bouuufuUy,  will  care  for  thee  sttll;  He  who 
mui  a9tmrm%  ptil  thee  forth,  will  go  before  thee,  and  cover  thy 
to  erei7  batUe ; — therefore  trust  in  Him,  with  al!  thine  heati,  atid 
^"WO  not  way  to  fears,  which  shouhl  be  withst(]Kxl  an  they  arise. 

Am  to  tlie  translation  of  dear  Jonathan  Taylor,  it  is  indeed,  in  refer- 
to  his  family  and  near  friends,  both  here  and  at  home,  a  truly 
?ting  circttinstance,  and  particularly  so,  doubtless,  to  thyself,  Mud 
r,  and  S.  Grellet — but  the  balm  is  still  in  Gilcad,  the  Physician 
itill  there — therefon',  think  not  of  "  discourage menLV*  far  less,  of 
fainting  by  the  way."  ••••••• 

In  a  feeling  of  much  love  and  sympitthy  with  thee,  dear  friend,  1 
mthk  Thy  sincere  friend, 

Fraj^cks  TiioMrsox. 


might 
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17th»  In  the  morning  we  were  at  Airton,  and  in  the  even- 
ing at  Settle; — these  four  meetings,  though  small,  were  open 
and  interesting,  and  seemed  like  a  renewed  visitation  to  those 
little  companies.  At  Settle  we  lodged  at  the  house  of  our 
firiend  John  Tatham,  who  took  us,  next  morning,  in  a  post- 
chaise,  to  Bentham,  where  we  had  an  overshado\^dng  season 
with  Friends  and  others,  Exhortation  and  encx^uragement 
flowed  like  a  river  to  a  precious  little  number  present ;  great 
indeed  were  our  feelings  of  joy,  and  my  soul  was  humbly 
thanld"ul  for  the  favor.  "We  returned  to  Settle  the  same  even- 
ing, and  next  morning  (19th)  went  to  Richard  Wilson's, 
whose  wife,  Deborah  Wilson,  is  a  living  gospel  minister, 
with  wliora  I  did  unite  in  true  fellowship.  We  had  a  little 
meeting  with  Friends  here,  four  in  number,  and  one  or  two 
others,  in  which  the  language  of  gospel  fellowship  flowed  like 
a  stream  towards  them,  in  the  bonds  of  that  covenant  of  life 
and  peace  of  which  Christ  Jesus  is  the  Mediator;  and  living 
intercessions  were  lifted  up  for  all  those  who  are  running  at 
the  Lord's  command,  and  for  dear  relatives  and  friends  at 
home.  After  this  precious  opportunity,  we  went  to  Lothert* 
dale,  and  lodged  at  Slater  Stansfield*3. 

First  day,  20th.  We  had  a  meeting  with  Friends  and 
others,  in  which  divine  power  and  ability  was  mercifully 
given,  to  explain  and  enforce  the  doctrine  that  of  ourselves 
we  can  do  nothing  towards  our  salvation,  but  through  God*8 
grace  and  the  word  of  his  power  we  can  do  all  things  required 
of  us,  in  order  for  that  glorious  object.  Deborali  Wilson 
came  here  to  meet  with  us  again,  and  added  a  short,  lively 
testimony  to  the  truth. 

Second  day  morning,  21st  of  11th  month,  wc  left  Lothers- 
dale,  and  went  to  Marsden  in  Lancashire,  where  1  had  been 
once  before,  when  no  way  opened  for  public  labor ;  but  now 
feeling  an  inclination  for  another  meeting,  it  was  easily  ob- 
tained, and  a  favored  season  it  proved,  in  which  the  people 
were  recommended  to  a  serious  inquiry  respecting  their  stand* 
ing,  and  to  a  consideration  of  their  great  indebtedness  to  tlie 
divine  Giver  of  many  good  gifts  to  them  ;  and  my  dear  aged 
friend,  James  Haworth,  a  living  minister  of  this  place,  was 
exercised  in  fervent  supplication.  Next  day,  with  our  valued 
firiend  Henry  Ecroyd   for   our  guide,   we  went  to   Neuron 
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I  in  Yorkshire,  twenty-four  miles;  had  an  evening  meeting 
I  with  the  few  Friends  there,  and  lodged  at  Francis  Wills^s. 
I  Next  day  we  went  to  their  mid-week  meeting  at  Wyersdale^ 
which  was  a  solid  time  ;  and  after  meeting  went  to  Lancas- 
ter, and  lodged  at  the  houae  of  my  kind  friend  Ann  Crosfield, 
who  with  her  daughter  Elizabeth  were  very  attentive  to  us. 
Here  we  attended  their  mid-week  meeting  on  the  24th,  to 
good  satisfaction,  and  on  the  25th  went  to  Calder  Bridge,  and 
had  a  meeting  there,  in  which  a  lively  call  and  invitation  was 
extended  to  those  present,  and  I  had  great  peace ;  after  meet- 
ing returned  to  the  house  of  my  dear  friend  A.  C. — she  is  the 
mother  of  my  late  companion  Geo.  Crosfield.  25th,  James 
and  Elizabeth  Crosfield  went  with  us  to  Yea] and,  and  we 
bad  a  favored  meeting  there,  wherein  testimony  and  suppli- 
cation flowed  freely,  and  I  believe  to  the  refreshing  of  many 
present;  dined  at  Ann  Wilson's,  who  took  me  in  her  carriage 
to  Kendal.  I  attended  their  meeting  here  on  first  day,  rather 
trying;  and  on  second  day,  one  at  Grayrigg,  pretty  open. 
Third  day,  29th,  we  had  a  good  meeting  at  Preston  Patrick  ; — 
mt  this  place,  in  early  days,  lived  John  Camm  and  John  Aud* 
land,  and  afterwards  Thomas  Gawthrop,  who  visited  America 
in  the  love  of  the  Gospel,  and  on  his  return  was  accompanied 
by  John  Giriffith  and  my  great-grandfather  Peter  Davis.  On 
fourth  day,  we  had  a  meeting  at  Crook,  very  small  but  com- 
Ibrtable.  We  were  told  that  Edward  Borongh  lived  near  this 
place.  Fifth  day,  attended  their  Monthly  Meeting  at  Kendal, 
and  these  words  presented,  "  My  treasure  is  my  trust,  and  ray 
heart  is  with  it,"  and  in  the  course  of  enlargement  it  was  re- 
marked, that  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air  is  full  of  all 
manner  of  deceivableness,  and  as  he  cannot  rule  above, 
he  would  fain  rule  below,  and  that  he  would  rather  have  half 
a  kingdom  than  none  at  all ;  and  inasmuch  as  he  could  not, 
1  by  the  instigation  of  Herod,  destroy  the  young  child's  fife, 
^^HAtfaereby  frustrate  the  gospel  mission,  he  then  oflbred  him 
^^HPkingdoms  of  this  world,  professing  his  ownership  and 
right  to  give ;  that  as  his  object  was  to  turn  our  Saviour  from 
a  heavenly  to  an  earthly  kingdom,  so  also  he  would  turn  us 
the  children  of  men  ;  and  now,  if  it  suited  his  purpose  best, 
would  change  his  ground  and  disclaim  all  right  to  the  tilings 
which  the  Lord  hath  made,  and  in  order  to  induce  us  to  lay 
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hold  of  them  with  avidity,  would  even  tell  us  that  the  earth 
is  the  Lord's,  and  the  fulness  thereof, — thus  striving,  if  possi- 
ble, to  ailore  oui  affections  and  place  them  fully  upon  it,  and 
30  to  divide  our  minds  and  make  us  the  subject  of  two  king- 
doms,— in  which  state,  so  long  as  we  remain  in  it,  our  striv- 
ing to  promote  God's  kingdom  will  be  in  vain* 

Sixth  day,  the  20th  of  12th  mo.,  in  company  with  my  friend 
Wm.  Wilson,  went  to  Colthouse,  and  next  day  had  a  meet- 
ing there,  and  an  opening  for  considerable  labor.  Next  day 
went  to  Ulverston,  near  Swarthmore,  and  on  the  day  follow- 
ing had  a  meeting  in  the  meeting-house  built  by  order  and  at 
the  expense  of  George  Fox,  on  a  valuable  lot  of  land  which 
he  gave  for  the  purpose.  On  a  stone  over  the  door  was  this 
inscription,  "  Exdono  G.  F.  A.  D.  1688."  In  this  house  we  sat 
in  a  state  of  great  barrenness  for  a  long  time,  owing,  as  I 
thought,  to  too  much  dependence  on  formality,  without  the 
pure  life  of  religion,  and  their  hearts  comparing  more  %vith  a 
house  of  mercliandisc  than  with  a  house  of  prayer.  At  length 
way  seemed  to  open,  and  much  labor  was  bestowed,  I  trust, 
to  tht^  solemnizing  of  divers  present;  and  I  believe  some 
resolutions  were  adopted  for  an  amendment  in  the  vital  prin- 
ciple. After  this  labor  the  spirit  of  supplication  prevailed,  and 
the  help  of  those  present,  with  the  messengers  and  ministers 
of  Christ,  and  the  church  at  large  in  this  land,  were  fervently 
interceded  for,  and  that  our  Zion  might  again  shine  forth  and 
be  restored  to  her  ancient  beauty. 

After  this  meeting,  as  we  returned  to  our  lodgings,  we 
stopped  a  little  to  see  Swarthmore  Hall,  the  residence  of 
Judge  Fell,  and  afterwards  of  George  Fox,  who  married  his 
widow,  that  true  handmaid  of  the  Lord,  Margaret  Fell;  and 
next  day  had  a  pretty  satisfactory  meeting  at  Height,  and 
relumed  again  to  Kendal. 

Third  day  morning,  the  5th  of  12th  month,  in  company 
with  Isaac  Wilson,  I  set  out  for  Scotland ;  travelled  forty-five 
miles  to  Carlislcj  and  next  morning  took  the  raail-coaeh  to 
Edinburgh,  where  we  arrived  the  same  evening  and  took  lodg- 
ings at  the  house  of  my  dear  friend  Alexander  Cruikshank. 
On  the  8th,  we  attended  their  two  mouths'  meeting,  which 
was  an  open,  satisfactory  time.  Next  day  rested,  and  WTote 
to  my  wife  and  other  friends  in  America. 


TRAVELS  IN  SCOTLAND-JOHN  WIGUAM. 

'«'8«Tenth  day,  10th.  Travelled  by  coach  to  Glasgow,  forty- 
niiles,  visited  three  families  of  Friends  that  night,  and 
next  day  all  the  rest  iu  this  place,  and  attended  both  their 
momicig  and  afternoon  meeting.  It  was  indeed  a  day  of  spir- 
itQal  fevor,  wherein  I  trust  the  truth  was  set  over  error,  and 
the  power  of  an  endless  life  was  felt  to  abound. 

Second  day,  12th,  We  took  coach  for  Aberdeen  and  trav* 
elled  sixty-six  miles  to  Perth>  and  lay  by,  having  been  ex- 
tremely ill  since  yesterday  evening  with  headache  and  vomits 
ing,  which  was  much  increased  by  the  motion  of  the  coach, 
and  continued  most  of  the  night  following ;  but  next  niorn- 
iog,  feeling  a  little  better,  proceeded  to  Aberdeen,  and  con- 
tinued to  improve  through  the  day.  Took  lodgings  with  my 
dear  friend  Jane  Cruikshaiik,  a  daughter  of  John  Wighain ; 
and  on  the  following  morning  called  to  see  her  father, 
a  valuable  friend,  now  in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of  his 
age.  He  travelled  extensively  in  America  near  forty  years 
ago,  on  Truth^s  account  I  well  remember  seeing  him  at 
my  father's  house  at  that  time ;  myself  and  wife,  then 
joang  and  newly-married,  received  tsome  tender  and  precious 
counsel  from  him,  which  has  endeared  his  memory  to  us  ever 
aince^  and  made  this  interview  exceedingly  interesting  to  me. 
Its  occurrence  was  occasion  of  deep  gratitude;  and  truly  cotn- 
fcutable  was  it  to  witness  the  precious  savor  of  heavenly  good 
that  appears  to  rest  upon  him,  and  to  season  both  his  com- 
pany and  conversation.  His  numerous  posterity  forms  no 
inconsiderable  part  of  the  Society  of  Friends  iu  Scotland. 

Od  the  14th,  had  a  meeting  with  the  very  small  number  of 
FWends  who  reside  here,  and  was  led  in  language  of  encour- 
agement to  them.  15th.  Went  by  post^rhaise  to  Kilmuck, 
and  had  a  meeting  there.  On  this  and  the  following  day, 
made  family  visits  to  all  the  members  of  this  meeting;  I  felt 
great  peace  in  the  service.  After  which,  we  returned  again  to 
Aberdeen,  and  had  an  evening  meeting  for  the  inhabitants  of 
that  tow*n,  which  was  an  open  time,  and  the  people  attentive. 

Seventh  day,  17th.  We  took  coach  and  travelled  to  Edin- 
burgh that  nighty  a  distance  of  126  miles,  where  next  day,  the 
first  of  the  week,  we  attended  their  meetings,  in  which  Divine 
favor  was  granted,  especially  in  the  morning. 

EUzabeth  Nicholson,   from  Whitehaven,   being  about  to 
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engage  in  a  family  visit  here,  was  desirous  of  my  company  in 
the  service,  and  as  I  had  thought  mnch  of  the  families  gener- 
ally ia  Scotland,  1  felt  willing  to  accompany  her,  at  least  for 
a  time,  but  soon  found  that  snch  a  service  here  was  not  for 
me  now,  and  so  declined  going  through.  After  resting  a  day 
or  two,  and  writing  to  my  friends  in  America,  we  left  Edin* 
burgh  on  the  21st,  and  went  to  Hawick  and  attended  their 
small  meeting  in  the  evening,  which  was  a  season  of  open 
labor,  and  way  was  made  for  coming  to  the  feet  of  Divine 
mercy.  At  this  season,  my  work  in  Scotland,  and  the  sub^ 
jects  of  it,  were  brought  to  remembrance,  and  prayers  as- 
cended to  the  Almighty  that  our  labors  might  be  as  a  nail 
fastened  in  a  sure  place,  and  that  a  renewal  of  living  engage- 
ment for  the  upholding  of  the  good  cause  in  Scotland  might 
be  witnessed* 

Now  feeling  clear  of  Scotland,  and  peaceful  regarding  my 
labors  there,  we  set  out  on  the  22d  for  England  again,  and 
arrived  at  Carlisle  the  same  e\^ening,  and  took  lodgings  again 
with  ray  kind  friend  Thomas  Stordy.  This  has,  indeed,  been 
a  fatiguing  journey,  partly  on  account  of  the  great  distances 
travelledj  and  partly  from  my  having  been  several  times  indis- 
posed in  body,  which,  with  other  causes,  sometimes  brought 
much  discouragement  upon  me ;  but  my  blessed  Lord  and 
Master,  whom  I  had  given  up  to  follow,  was  good  and  kind 
to  me,  and  did  not  leave  nor  forsake  me  entirely ;  for  however 
low  I  was  at  times,  yet  in  the  end  I  found  his  hand  to  be  near 
and  underneath  to  sustain  me;  for  which  unmerited  mercy,  I 
feci  bound  ever  to  bless  and  praise  his  holy  name,  and  again 
to  resign  up  alJ,  both  soul  and  body,  wife  and  children,  conn- 
try  and  friends,  for  Christ's  sake  and  the  Gospel's. 

On  the  same  evening  that  I  arrived  at  Carlisle,  I  attended 
their  Select  Meeting,  and  on  the  next  day,  their  Monthly 
Meeting,  to  a  good  degree  of  satisfaction  j  and  the  following 
evening,  had  a  meeting  at  Scotby,  and  lodged  at  the  house  of 
my  kind  friends,  Lydia  Sutton  and  Tabitha  Irwin.  With 
these  friends  next  day  I  rested,  and  was  refreshed  with  their 
company. 

First  day,  25th.  I  attended  their  morning  and  afternoon 
meeting  again  at  Carlisle — the  labor  being  close  and  arduous. 
The  latter  was  also  attended  by  ray  friend  Lydia  Sutton,  who 
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America  on  religious  Bervice,  and  I  saw  divers  of  his  children 

hereaway  who  are  valuable  Friends.  Next  day,  went  to 
Coekermouth,  and  had  a  very  open  meeling  there  ;  the  subject 
treated  on  was  principally  the  necessity  and  excellence  of 
humility  and  Christian  meekness.  We  dined  here  at  Debo- 
rah Rubiiison- s,  and  afterwards  went  to  Ciilfoot,  and  lodged 
at  Joseph  Priestraan^s,  where,  next  day,  we  had  a  little  meet- 
ing to  a  degree  of  satisfaction.  Thomas  Stordy,  having  re- 
signed his  place  as  my  companion  to  James  Nicholson,  we 
went  to  Mosedale,  near  which,  next  day,  the  6th,  had  a  good 
meeting  with  a  few  Friends  and  a  number  of  others,  in  which 
I  was  led  to  treat  on  (lie  subjects  of  purification,  Divine  wor- 
ship, aiid  the  qualification  of  a  Gospel  minister.  From  Mose* 
dale  we  went  to  Penrith,  and  first  month,  7th,  we  travelled  to 
Aldston,  where,  next  day,  we  had  a  meeting  with  the  very  few 
Friends  there,  and  a  number  of  others,  mostly  Methodists, 
wlio  appeared  to  be  very  destitute  of  vital  Christian  it  y,  and  I 
found  it  to  be  very  difficult  to  make  any  impression  upon  their 
feelings.  It  proved  rather  a  painful  time,  and  required  great 
care  in  stepping  safely  along,  as  there  was  felt  to  be  much  op- 
position in  the  meeting;  towards  the  close,  however,  some 
encouragement  went  freely  to  Friends.  After  meeting,  we 
went  to  Allendale,  where,  next  day,  the  9th,  we  had  a  solid 
open  meeting  with  Friends  and  Methodists,  and  I  trust  it  was 
a  time  of  renewing  to  divers  present.  Then  went  to  Corn- 
wood,  and  lodged  at  Thos.  Wigham's,  where  next  day,  the 
10th,  we  had  a  favored  meeting  with  Friends,  Methodists,  and 
others,  in  which  the  substance  and  power  of  Christianity  were 
exalted  above  the  mere  form  ;  the  people  were  very  solid  and 
attentive,  and  appeared  to  be  glad  of  the  opportunity,  and 
I  trust  that  many  of  them  were  edified. 

On  fifth  day,  the  12th,  we  attended  Friends*  Meeting  at 
Penrith,  to  a  good  degree  of  satisfaction,  and  in  the  evening, 
had  a  public  meeting  with  the  town's-people, — long  silent,  but 
way  at  length  opened  to  treat  on  the  ministry,  humility,  and 
Christianity  generally.  This  meeting  was  fully  attended,  and 
among  others,  was  one  Thompson,  called  a  Doctor  of  Divinity. 
It  was  a  solid  meeting,  and  ended  well.  On  sixth  day,  13th, 
(in  company  with  Isaac  Wilson  and  wife,  Mary  Wilson,  a 
minister,  who  also  attended  the  meetings  at  Penrith,)  had  a 
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meeting  at  Terril  and  Morland,  in  which  I  was  favored  to  feel 
peace.  Next  day,  we  travelled  to  Hawes,  in  Yorkshire,  and 
on  first  day,  the  15th|  had  a  meeting  at  Aysgarth,  which  was 
inteimpted  by  a  man  of  the  Methodist  persuasion ;  but  after 
giving  him  some  pretty  close  hints,  we  Iiad  open  service,  and 
the  meeting  ended  satisfactorily.  On  second  day,  the  16th, 
bad  meetings  both  at  Counterside  and  Hawes;  and  in  the 
former  I  was  largely  opened  on  the  successive  dealings  of  the 
Almighty  with  mankind,  from  the  falJ^  down  to  the  present 
time  ;  and  remarks  were  made  upon  the  times  before  the  law, 
^  well  as  upon  the  two  dispensations  of  the  law  and  the 
^Hpspel;  inferring  that,  as  the  people  under  the  law  seemed 
^^pone  to  revert  to  that  which  prevailed  before  the  law,  to  wit, 
idolatry;  so  in  these  gospel  days,  those  whose  religion  is  only 
literal,  or  professional,  and  standeth  not  in  the  life  and  (jower, 
9eem  disposed  to  revert  back  to  the  ceremonials  and  ordinances 
of  the  law.  The  meeting  at  Hawes  was  laborious,  and  the  cur- 
rent of  the  gospel  did  not  run  so  freely.  At  Counterside,  we 
lodged  at  the  hoase  of  William  Fothergill,  grandson  of  John 
FothergiU ;  the  latter  a  valuable  minister  who  once  travelled  in 
America.  On  third  day,  17th,  we  proceeded  to  Dent,  and  had 
tt  good  open  meeting  there,  but  were  apprehensive  tliat  the 
people  were  too  much  hke  Israel  in  Egypt, — easy  under  the 
band  of  the  oppressor.  Next  day,  went  to  Narthwaite,  and 
flat  with  the  few  Friends  there,  silent  for  a  long  time,  until 
at  length  my  dear  friend,  Mary  Wilson,  spoke  a  few  words, 
which  seemed  to  open  the  way  for  me  also  to  subjoin  a 
Little^  and  the  meeting  ended  satisfactorily.  On  fifth  day, 
19tb,  we  went  to  Grisedale,  and  had  a  good  meeting  there,  M. 
W.  having  also  a  shorty  lively  testimony ;  and  on  sixth  day, 
had  a  meeting  at  Brigdats,  near  to  Sedbergh  ; — long  gather- 
ing, long  silent;  bat  way  at  length  opened  for  some  lively, 
alofle  service  among  them.  At  Sedbergh,  we  saw  the  Yew- 
tyeia,  which  are  yet  standing,  under  which  George  Fox  had  a 
meeting  in  1652.  One  of  these  trees  was  dead  and  dry,  but 
the  other  has  yet  a  few  green  branches  about  it.  This  place 
also  the  residence  of  Samuel  Bownas.  The  meeting- 
at  Brigdats  was  built,  as  appears  by  the  date  over  the 
in  1675,  and  the  little  place  over  the  gallery,  where 
oel  Bownus  sat  when  reproved,  in  a  public  manner,  by 
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Anne  "WOson,  still  remains/  On  seventh  day,  the  21st  of 
let  mo.,  went  home  with  L  and  M.  Wilson  to  Kendal 
Wlieii  at  this  place  before,  I  had  a  little  glimpse  of  visiting 
Friends'  families  here,  and,  while  absent,  the  prospect  had 
increased  from  time  to  time ;  and  now,  on  arriving,  the  con- 
cern came  weightily  before  me* 

Next  day,  the  first  of  the  week,  attended  their  morning 
meeting,  but  no  way  opened  for  public  labor;  and  being 
now  confirmed  that  if  I  did  not  give  up  to  visit  the  families, 
no  way  would  open  for  service  here,  or  to  leave  the  place  with 
peace  of  mind,  after  meeting  I  laid  my  concern  before  some 
of  the  ministers  and  elders,  and  obtained  their  concurrence; 
and,  on  the  same  evening,  in  company  with  my  aforesaid 
friend,  Mary  Wilson,  who  felt  an  engagement  to  join  me,  I 
proceeded  on  the  service  which  was  completed  on  sixth  day 
following,  there  being  sixty- four  families  of  Friends,  and 
several  others  w*ho  were  in  the  practice  of  attending  Friends* 
meetings*  This  proved  an  exercising  work,  and  some  very 
trying  cases  occurred,  in  which  close  doctrine  was  adminis- 
tered, and  in  some  others,  where  easy  work  was  expected,  it 
seemed  difficult  to  get  forward,  my  mind  being  exceedingly 
closed  up ;  but  there  were  a  few  instances  where  the  gospel 
current  Bowed  like  oil,  to  our  comfort  and  refreshment. 
Whilst  on  this  family  visit,  my  friend  and  countryman,  Chris- 
topher Healy,  came  to  Kendal,  and  stayed  with  me  two  nights. 
Not  feeling  easy  now  to  leave  this  place  without  another 
meeting  with  Friends,  I  concluded  to  stay  until  first  day,  and, 
in  tJieir  morning  meeting,  had  much  labor,  though  not  very 
relieving  ;  but  finding  a  concern  on  my  mind  for  a  meeting 
with  the  inhabitants  of  Kendal,  it  was  appointed  to  be  held 
at  six  o'clock  in  the  eveuingj  and  a  very  quiet>,  solid  meeting 

♦  Orthie  incident,  Samuel  Bownoa  thus  speaks  b  his  "  Ufe."  (Fricnda*  Libriurr,  Phil* 
ftdelphia,  vol.  iii*  p.  S.)  **  On©  first  day,  being  at  mcetin!?,  &  yoang  womsiju,  named 
Anne  Wltson,  wris  there  Rud  preached.  She  was  yery  Koalous,  and  I  fixmg  my  oyo 
upon  her,  she,  with  a  great  zbbI,  pointed  her  fiiigor  at  me,  uttering  th^e  words  witli 
mach  power:  *  A  traditional  Quaker!  thou  cowesi:  to  tiioetiug;  m>  thou  weut  from  it  the 
laat  time^  aud  goe%l  from  it  as  thou  cama  to  it,  but  nrt  ua  better  for  thy  coming;  what 
wilt  thou  do  hi  lh«  end?  *  This  was  so  suited  to  ray  cotiditioii,  thut,  like  Suul,  I  was 
smitten  to  the  pt>und;  hut,  twruhip  my  thoughts  inwiird,iu  secret  1  cried:  '  Lord,  what 
shall  I  do  to  help  it? '  And  a  voice,  ba  it  were,  spoke  in  my  heart,  saying,  '  Look  unto 
me,  and  1  will  help  thee; '  and  I  found  mach  comfort,*'  ^c.  To  this  •ingniar  and  strik- 
log  reproof,  S.  BownitJi  attributes  hU  BWake»ing  from  hia  previous  state  of  IfiTity  and 
lukewarmnesA,  to  a  ehange  of  life. 


LETTER  FROM   GEORGE   CROSFTELD. 

It  was,  and  power  was  manifestly  ^ivcii  to  prcarih  the  gospel, 
in  the  demonstration  of  the  Spirit,  and  I  felt  to  praise  the 
Lord,  our  only  helper,  with  great  thankfulness  of  heart 

FROM   GEORGE    CROSFIKLD   TO   J.   W. 

Liverpool,  Ut  mo.,  24,  1833. 

MT  DKAK  FRIEXB, 

Haying  thi^  opportunity,  T  wish  to  send  thee  a  few  lines  of  rerneni- 
cCt  tFiough  my  mind  seems  full  only  of  poverty  aiui  a.  great  lack  of 
good*  yei  it  may  ?er\e  to  a^jsure  thee  how  nitieh  we  feel  bound  to  thee 
in  gtmnu  affeetion,  and  that  which  makes  it  pleiis*nnt  frequently  to  hear 
ffom  thee,  and  of  thy  being  favored  to  proceed  in  thy  labor  with  com- 
fortable feelinj^-j  and  increased  strength  for  thy  day's  work  ;  this  I  pray 
for.  nnd  believe  it  will  be  continued  to  thee  to  the  end,  and  doubt  not 
ihou  will  be  permitted  to  feel  at  last  the  reward  of  thy  dedication,  and 
as  one,  who,  having  accomplished  the  apjiointed  labors  can  enjoy  the 
ftVMet  feeling  of  rest,  and  the  wages  of  contentment  and  peace. 

[~  ^.I  often  recur  to  that  portion  of  thy  trnvcU  in  which  I  was  favored 
m  Bcoompnny  ihee,  and  partake  of  tJca^ons  of  refre;?hraent  along  with 
thee  4  such  a  pcrioii  of  abstraction  from  the  many  absorbing  care«  of 
tKe  »itualion  in  which  I  am  placed,  I  felt  tlien,  and  still  feel  to  be  very 
flalutary  and  strengthening,  but  which  I  am  seldom  permitted  lo  partake 
BF;  if  T  could,  T  am  very  senjiible  it  would  greatly  tend  to  my  frrowth 
Bgood,  which  amidst  all  I  do  at  limes  eamei^tly  crave  for  and  seek  atler. 
Ther>(?  i*  abundant  need,  in  the  present  state  of  our  Society,  for  ita 
members  to  seek,  individually^  to  witness  a  growth  and  establishment 
to  the  Truth,  that  :?o  they  may  be  enabled  faithfully  to  uphold  and 
its  testimonie??,  which  are  in  many  place«,  cJist  down  and 
trodden  under  foot ;  hut  it  i.4  cause  of  thankful nesB  that  some 
«r»  called,  and  going  about  to  help  and  strengthen,  in  their  allot- 
mmfs  thfwie  who  ani  concenied  on  these  nccounts  ;  and  if  there  should 
Dot  be  much  apparent  fruit  from  the  labors  of  &uch  immediately  to 
be  iltisTcnied,  yet  it  should  not  minister  discouragement,  for  we  may 
hope  that  the  fruit  will  appear,  even  though  it  may  be  after  many 
day*.    ••♦••• 

It  wn^  very  pleasant  to  ?*^c  Chriritoplier  Healy  at  Liverpool  again  ; 
lie  made  but  a  bhort  »tay  with  m  ;  hut  the  innocent  cheerfulness  nnd 
fwardid  feeling  which  geemed  to  clothe  bis  spirit,  gave  evidence  of  his 
hayiag  bem  engaged  to  the  satiisfaciton  and  relief  of  his  mind. 

1  remain  thy  very  affectionate  friend, 

George  Crosfieli>, 
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On  second  day  morning,  the  30th,  witli  I  W.  still  for  ray 
companion,  1  went  to  Settle,  and  on  tliird  day^  to  Bradford, 
and  lodged  at  John  Hustler' s,  at  Undercliffl  TherCj  next  day, 
attended  their  mid-week  meetings  and  afterwards  went  to 
Foot-Hill,  and  next  day,  to  Wooldale,  to  their  mid-week 
meeting,  and  from  thence  to  the  meeting  at  High-FIatts, 
These  three  meetings  were  pretty  open,  especially  the  last, 
which  was  truly  a  gotid  time.  After  this,  we  went  to  Shef- 
field, and  lodged  at  William  Hargreavesj  who  himself  was 
gone,  with  Stephen  Grellet,  to  Birmingham,  but  his  children 
were  very  kind  to  ns.  On  seventh  day,  in  company  with  dear 
Lydia  Hargreaves  and  Charlotte  Tonikinson,  went  to  Wood- 
honse,  and  had  a  meeting  with  a  few  Friends  and  many  others, 
which  was  favored,  and  next  day,  the  1st  of  the  week,  and 
5th  of  the  2d  mo.,  we  attended  their  morning  meeting  at 
Sheffield,  and,  in  the  evening,  had  a  public  meeting  there, 
very  large,  (supposed  to  be  near  a  thousand  people  present,) 
quiet  and  solid,  and  strength  was  admirably  given  to  exalt 
the  power  of  Christianity  over  all  the  forms  and  ceremonies 
practised  among  the  professors  of  it ;  and  my  heart  was  filled 
with  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  God  for  bis  unspeakable 
gifts. 

From  this  place  he  wrote  as  follows  to  his  wife  .* — 


Sheffield,  2d  mo.,  6,  1832. 


ICT  DEAR   WIFE, 


•  •  •  •  *  On  raj  arrival  at  Kendal,  where  I  have  been  for 
some  time  past  engaged  in  visiting  fiimilies,  I  received  ihj  letter  of  the 
1st  of  12i1j  mo.,  and  was  greatly  comforted  in  Ijcaring  thereby  tbat  you 
were  all  well ;  and  to  be  remembei'ed  by  bo  many  of  my  relations  and 
friends  una  al<o  cause  of  gratitude,  and  I  desire  in  return  to  be  re- 
membered to  them.  ♦  •  •  •  \Ye  attended  their  meeting  here 
yesterday  morning,  and  last  evening  one  for  the  town's-people,  which 
was  v«'rj  hrgQ*  nearly  a  thousand  people  were  thought  to  be  collected, 
and  it  was  an  interesting  meeting.  We  are  about  lo  leave  here  this 
arferntjon  on  our  way  to  London,  taking  meetings  as  we  go — tliink  of 
visiting  the  Capital  and  the  adjacent  meelinga  tsome  time  lietbre  the 
Yearly  Jleeiing,  so  as  not  to  be  there  when  they  are  engaged  in  prepar- 
ing for  that  event.  I  have,  since  coming  here,  received  a  kind  letter 
from  m)'  dear  friend  George  Ci'osfield,  propos*ing  lo  join  me  again  in  a 
few  weeks  as  my  companion. 


LETTER  HOME.-CONTIKUEI>  LABORS. 

jl  fnily  deaiiYiUS  tliat  my  beinj;  absent  from  jou  may  l>e  no  dis- 
►ment  or  hiiidrauce  to  the  well-doing  of  my  dear  cUHdreiu  but 
tlmt  they  would  remember  that  my  mind  u  much  with  them ;  and  that' 
I  hjivc  longing  desires  to  sec  them  that  I  might  impart  some  strength 
lltul  encounigement  to  them  in  wjilking  in  tht;  fi'sir  of  the  Loni  and  in 
tli6  nmys  of  wisdom  ;  and  hope  t!iey  will  coiistuntly  cherisli  feelings  of 
lov«  and  kindness  towards  one  another^  and  towards  their  dear  mother, 
for  this  is  the  very  consummation  of  all  social  enjoyment,  and  leads 
direttly  to  that  of  the  love  of  God  which,  indt*ed,  of  al!  enjoyment^?,  is 
the  ma*i  previous.  That  thi:<  may  be  yours,  is  of  all  tliiog*  the  greatest 
desire  Ihat  I  can  have  for  thee  my  bej^t  earthly  beloved,  and  for  the 
|»ledge$*  of  God*s  goodneas  to  us,  our  dear  children  ;  and  may  the  bleas- 
tngs  of  Heaven  above,  and  of  all  that  is  good  beneath,  rest  upon  you 
ftfid  keep  you  in  the  bond  and  covenant  of  peace  and  love,      •      •      • 

J.  Wilbur. 

We  stayed  at  Sheffield  until  second  day  afternoon,  and  then 
went  to  Chesterfield,  where  next  day  I  had  a  time  of  close 
labor  in  their  meeting,  and  was  apprebenaive  that  too  many 
of  them  were  in  an  easy,  lukewarm  state,  but  had  a  little 
rofineBhing  opportunity  with  a  few  Friends  after  dinner,  and 
then  went  to  Mansfield,  and  had  a  meeting  there,  and  great 
ce  ensued. 

After  meeting,  at  Manfifield,  we  visited  a  charitable  institu- 
tJont  it  being  a  comfortable  accommodation  (made  by  a 
friendly  female  who  died  in  1693)  for  six  females,  widows  or 
single  women,  destitute  of  means  of  their  own,  and  members 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  with  a  room,  closet,  &c.,  for  each, 
on  the  ground  floor,  and  money  enough  to  supply  them  com- 
foftably  with  all  the  necessaried  of  life.  We  had  religious 
opportunities  with  all  of  these,  save  one,  and  they  appeared 
Tcry  comfortable,  and  mostly  thankful  for  thh  outward  pro- 
viaioii,  as  well  as  for  our  visit.  Went  the  same  evening  to 
Heanor,  and  next  morning,  at  Breach,  with  Friends  and 
others,  in  which  the  doctrines  of  the  Liord's  Supper,  baptism, 
tlie  ministry,  prayer  and  singing,  were  severally  treated  on, 
ftlld  very  extensive  were  ray  labors  this  day.  Was  afterwards 
iaformed  that  two  '*  Clergymen  "  and  a  number  of  their  hearers 
W«re  |)it»ent*  At  three  o'clock  this  afternoon  we  had  another 
meedug  at  Furnace,  long  silent,  as  I  thought,  on  account 
of  the  expectation  of  those  present,  being  so  very  much  out- 
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ward ;  bnt,  at  length,  by  a  short  testimony,  I  believe  a  solid 
covering  was  brought  over  the  meetings  and  I  hoped  our 
labors  here  were  not  entirely  lost.  After  this  we  travelled  late 
in  the  evening,  and  got  to  Bakewell,  and  next  day^  the  10th, 
had  a  good  meeting  at  Monyash^  in  which,  I  trust,  many 
minds  were  renewed  and  strengthened,  and  we  much  com- 
forted ill  the  extension  of  the  Lord's  mercy  to  us ;  and  thft^ 
meeting  was  concluded  with  solemn  supplication.  On 
seventh  day,  ILth,  travelled  tlitrty  miles  to  Derby,  where,  next 
day,  the  first  of  the  .week,  we  sat  with  Friends  in  the  morn- 
ing. In  the  evening  we  had  a  very  crowded  public  meeting, 
insomuch  that  all  the  aisles  were  filled  with  people  standing ; 
nevertheless,  when  the  meeting  was  fully  gathered,  it  soon 
became  very  quiet  and  ©olid,  and  help  and  strength  were 
graciously  given,  to  preach  the  gospel  among  them,  and  to 
insist  upon  the  necessity  of  knowing  the  vital  principle  and 
power  of  religion,  every  one  for  himself  and  wilhin  himself; 
and  way  was  made  for  living  supplication,  and  the  house  of 
prayer  was  made  to  us  exceedingly  joyfuL  On  second  dai 
we  went  to  Castle  Donington,  and  had  an  open,  favored 
meeting  there,  and  after  it,  went  to  Nottingham,  where  next 
day  we  had  a  favored  meeting  with  Friends,  in  which  ray 
testimony  was  of  a  very  peculiar  character.  I  had  to  speak 
of  some  uncommon  affliction  and  trouble  which  I  believed 
was  attending  some  in  that  meeting ;  and  also  of  the  admi- 
rable mercy  and  kindness  of  the  Lord,  in  plucking  some,  as  it 
were  from  the  hand  of  the  enemy,  who,  I  verily  believed,  was 
lurking  about  the  camp,  in  order  to  carry  away  captive  some 
of  the  Lord's  people,  (5bc.  After  leaving  here,  we  were  in- 
formed that  a  married  man,  a  stranger,  had  stolen  the  affec- 
tions of  a  precious  young  woman,  a  member  of  that  meeting, 
and  had  taken  her  from  her  father's  house  privately,  in  the 
evening,  put  her  into  a  postchaise,  and  made  off*  with  her; 
but  she,  being  soon  missed,  her  brother  and  anoth^  young 
man  pursued  them  with  great  speed,  and,  after  travelling 
about  twenty  milet^,  overtook  them,  drove  rapidly  by,  and 
wheeling  short  about  before  them,  brought  them  to  a  stand; 
then  going  immediately  to  the  chaise  door,  suddenly  pulled 
out  the  man  first,  and  then  the  young  woman,  who  protested 
strongly  against  going  home — but  home  she  was  carried,  and 
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scon  became  very  penitent,  and  was  made  to  rejoice  at  her 
own  preservation  and  escape.  She  was  that  day  at  our  meet- 
ings and  greatly  tendered ;  and  dined  with  us  after  meeting, 
in  great  broken ness  of  spirit,  but  we  knew  nothing  of  the 
affair  until  after  we  left  the  place. 

In  the  afternoon  we  went  to  Loughborough,  and  lodged  at 
Francis  Cuming's,  where,  on  the  15th,  we  sat  with  his  family 
in  the  meeting-house,  they  being  all  the  members  of  our 
Society  in  this  place.  The  opportunity  was  not  very  lively, 
but  some  counsel  was  oflered  and  peace  ensned.  After  this 
we  travelled  to  L^eicester,  and  on  the  16th,  attended  their 
Monthly  Meeting,  which  was  a  solid,  awakening  time  ;  visitt-d 
a  sick  friend,  and  after  meeting,  w^cnt  to  Ullsthorpe,  thirteen 
milea,  and  next  day,  attended  their  meeting  at  Hinkley;  very 
small,  but  I  had  a  short  lively  testimony  for  them.  Then 
went  to  Atherstone,  where  we  supposed  a  meeting  was  ap- 
pointed for  us,  but  found  the  information  had  failed,  so  we 
went  on  to  Tam worth  and  lodged  at  Ann  Fowler's,  at  Alder- 
mills,  in  Staffordshire. 

It  appears  that  several  meetings  in  these  parts  have  been 
discontinued,  and  those  which  remain  are  very  small,  which  is 
I  a  consideration  truly  mournful,  as  it  must  have  been  occa- 
^^riooed  by  unfaithfulness.  This  day,  ihe  17th,  we  passed 
^Btoar  the  birthplace  of  that  worthy  Elder,  George  Fox,  which 
^was  at  Drayton,  near  Harts-Hill.  At  Tamworth,  on  the 
18th,  we  had  a  meeting,  consisting  of  four  females  only,  to 
wlioni  the  gospel,  in  the  love  of  it,  seemed  to  flow  sweetly, 
and  an  invitation  was  feelingly  extended  to  a  young  woman 
pfeaent,  who  was  gay  and  dressy,  but  not  beyond  hope. 
Prom  this  place  we  went  to  Birmingham,  where  next  day,  the 
first  of  the  week,  we  attended  their  fore  and  afternoon  meet- 
ings; the  first  long  silent,  but  afterward  a  state  of  departure 
(rotn  the  Truths  as  well  as  other  things,  was  spoken  to,  and  I 

I  was  glad  I  waited  for  the  right  opening.  That  in  the  after- 
noon was  open  and  solid.  This  afternoon  I  took  tea  with 
Richard  Cadbnry,  where  nearly  thirty  Friends  came  in,  with 
whom  w^e  had  a  good  opportunity;  and  afterw^ards  called  to 
I  see  a  young  widow,  whose  husband  and  brother  were  both 
I  drowned  on  the  north  coast  of  Wales,  about  the  time  I  passed 
^■tfMse  wben  I  was  first  about  to  land  in  England.    This  young 
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woman  had  with  her  a  brother  and  sister,  and  her  husband's 

brother  aitd  .'^istcr.  She  and  her  sister  were  in  great  affliction, 
and  we  had  a  very  tendering  opportunity  with  them.  On 
second  day  afternoon,  went  to  Coventry,  ^vhere,  next  day,  we 
had  a  meeting,  and  thence  to  Northampton,  where  we  attended 
Friends'  mid-week  meeting,  which  was  satisfactory,  and  in 
the  evenings  had  a  public  meeting;  hard  and  trying.  The 
minds  of  the  [leople  w^ere  so  much  outward,  and  insensible  of 
religious  impressions,  that  it  was  difficult  to  find  an  entrance, 
but  still  we  had  a  hope  that  some  good  might  have  been  done. 
Next  day,  the  24th,  went  to  Kettering,  and  liad  a  precious, 
meeting  there,  and  in  the  afternoon,  another  such  at  Welling- 
borough, and  Friends  from  Finedon  also  met  with  us  here. 
Next  day,  w^ent  to  Raunds  and  had  a  .meeting,  to  which 
came  three  Methodist  preachers,  some  of  their  hearers,  and  a 
few  Friends,  to  whose  difTerent  states,  I  trust,  suitable  instruc- 
tion was  given.  After  this  meeting  we  proceeded  to  Olney, 
(the  residence  of  Cowper,)  where  we  had  a  little  comfortable 
meeting  in  the  morning,  and  at  four  p.  h.  another  at  Ilog- 
sty-End,  to  good  satisfaction.  Thence  we  went  to  Woborn, 
and  next  day  to  Leigh  ton,  where  niy  ministerial  labors  were 
rather  heavy,  but  by  stepping  carefully,  they  became  close 
and  searching.  After  this  we  went  to  Luton,  and  next  day 
had  a  meeting  there,  where  the  gospel  flowed  freely  in  a  liv- 
ing call  to  their  tents,  to  their  watchtower  and  place  of 
safety.  After  this  meeting,  went  to  Ampthill  and  lodged  at 
our  kind  friends'  Samuel  and  Ann  May's,  where,  next  day, 
we  had  a  meeting  with  Friends  of  that  place,  and  those  of 
Cranfield;  a  laborious  meeting*  We  went  from  Ampthill  to 
Hitchin,  and  next  day,  the  first  of  3d  mo.,  attetided  their 
week-day  meeting,  at  which  the  marriage  of  the  grand-daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Shillitoe  was  accomplished.  Here  we  also 
met  with  this  venerable  and  worthy  old  man.  I  was  truly 
glad  to  see  him,  and  bis  company  was  very  savory  and 
acceptable. 

On  sixth  day,  the  2d,  had  a  meeting  in  the  morning  at 
Baldock,  good  and  comfortable,  and  at  two  o'clock  at  Ash- 
well — things  very  low,  and  a  lively  alarm  sounded.  At  six 
in  the  evening  had  a  meeting  at  Royston,  which  was  highly 
favored  both  in  testimony  and  supplication.     These  three 
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meetings  were  all  small,  and  things,  to  outward  appearance, 
in  regard  to  a  succession,  very  discouraging,  yet  I  felt  great 
peace  in  this  day*s  labor.  Next  day  we  went  to  Ware,  and 
the  day  following*  first  of  the  week,  we  had  a  meeting  with 
Ware  and  Hertford  Friends  together,  at  Hertford,  where 
pride  and  high-raindedness,  a  primary  cause  of  missing,  were 
spoken  of,  and  contrasted  with  meekness  and  humility,  the 
true  characteristics  of  Christianity.  In  the  afternoon,  had  a 
meeting  with  Friends  at  Hoddesdon,  long,  dull,  and  dry,  very 
little  life  to  be  felt,  but  after  long  silence,  through  some  honest 
labor,  I  obtained  a  degree  of  relief.  We  here  lodged  at  James 
fifaiiser*s,  who,  with  his  wife,  went  with  us  to  Stan  stead, 
where  we  had  a  painful  meeting  on  account,  as  I  believed,  of 
great  nn  faith  fulness  in  some.  We  lodged  here  at  Isabel 
Grover's,  a  widow  of  fourscore  and  four  years,  but  lively  in 
her  mind,  and  very  kind  to  us.  On  third  day  we  went  to 
Danmow,  where  we  had  a  good,  lively  meeting,  and  in  the 
^^fieTDOOn  another  at  Stebbing,  being  joined  also  by  Friends 
^^i  Felstead,  and  it  proved  a  solid  meeting.  On  fourth  day, 
at  Bardfield,  had  a  painful  and  distressing  meeting.  After 
meeting,  a  friend  living  within  a  few  yards  from  the  meeting- 
hoiisef  desired  me  to  call  at  his  house  to  sec  his  son,  who,  he 
said,  was  not  at  meeting,  and  concluding  he  was  unwell,  I 
went ;  but  when  I  asked  him  how  he  did,  lie  replied  that  he 
waft  well,  and  his  father  remarked  that  he  was  left  in  care  of 
the  shop ;  by  which  account  1  was  much  grieved,  and  observed 
to  the  parents  that  I  had  given  up  all  my  time  and  business 
for  a  long  season,  and  moreover,  had  forsaken  all  my  near  and 
dear  connections,  to  visit  Friends  in  this  country ;  and  now  I 
felt  distressed  that  any  one  living  so  near  should  think  of 
snflfering  the  trivial  concerns  of  business  to  prevent  tliem- 
selve^  or  their  families  from  coming  to  the  meeting.  And  by 
what  I  could  find,  it  appeared  that  there  were  several  in  this 
place  who  were,  in  like  manner,  at  home ;  and  I  have  been 
a0lictrd  at  divers  places  in  this  land,  on  this  account. 

At    Saflfron-Waldcn,    on    the   8th,   we    had    a   solid,    fav- 

meeting,  after  which,  we  paid  four  family  visits  in  a 

religioas  way,  before  dinner.    From  this  place  we  went  to 

Haverhill,  in  Suffolk,  where,  next  day,  we  had  a  meeting  to 

pretty  good  sati^factiun,  and  after  it,  went  to  Halstead,  where 
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on  the  following  day,  we  had  a  solid  meeting  in  the  morning, 
and  in  the  afternoon,  another  such  at  Cohie,  and  the  same 
evening  went  to  Coggeshall,  where,  next  day,  the  11th  and 
first  of  the  week,  we  were  at  meeting  in  the  morning, 
and  the  Friends  of  two  other  meetings  in  the  neighbor- 
hood were  in%'ited,  and  mostly  attended.  This  was  a  favored 
meeting.  On  the  same  day  we  went  to  Colchester,  and  at* 
tended  their  afternoon  meeting,  to  which  also  divers  others 
came  of  their  own  accord.  But  here  it  was  the  Lord's 
will  that  an  outward  expectation,  which  too  much  prevailed, 
should  be  disappointed ;  for  a  w^ord  was  not  uttered  in 
it.  Here  we  lodged  at  the  house  of  a  physician,  w^hose 
wife  is  a  gay  woman  ;  to  whom  a  loving  invitation  was 
extended  in  the  morning  before  we  left,  which  wa:^  accept- 
able to  him,  if  not  to  her.  On  second  day  morning,  on 
our  way,  we  called  to  see  a  dear  Friend  by  the  name  of 
Emma  Elizabeth  Woodward,  w^ho  went  with  ua  to  Layer- 
Breton,  where  we  had  a  refreshing  time,  and  some  present 
were,  I  believe,  comforted,  she  appearing  very  acceptably  in 
supplication. 

We  returned  to  CoggeshaJl  this  afternoon,  where  I  met  with 
our  dear  aged  friend,  Wm,  Kickman,  yet  alive,  and  green  in 
his  old  age,  being  now  in  his  eighty-seventh  year.  This  even- 
ing at  five,  we  attended  the  Select  Quarterly  Meeting  for 
Essex,  iu  which  it  was  my  lot  to  labor,  and  I  found  peace. 
Next  day,  the  13th,  attended  their  Quarterly  Meeting,  which 
was  pretty  good  in  the  forepart,  but  grew  painful  to  me 
toward  the  close.  There  was  seen  a  disposition  in  some, 
who  were  not  enough  baptized  themselves,  to  meddle  wnth 
things  which  belonged  not  to  them,  and  to  call  others  to  ac- 
count who  were  much  better  than  they.  These  forward 
spirits  demanded  the  answers  to  the  queries  from  the  Select 
Meeting  and  had  them  read  in  the  meeting  at  large.  I  left 
this  meeting  deeply  pained,  and  passed  the  following  night  in 
great  affliction;  but  next  morning,  at  Witham,  my  tongue 
was  loosed,  and  way  being  made  for  testimony  and  supplica- 
tion, 1  found  the  truth  of  that  saying  that  "  Sorrow  may  en- 
dure for  a  night,  but  joycometh  in  the  morning."  Afternoon, 
at  Miiklon,  we  had  an  open  meeting,  and  took  tea  at  Robert 
and  Phebe  Aisop's,  with  whom  I  felt  good  unity,  and  in  them 


found  affectionate,  eympathizing  friends.  They  attended  five 
or  «ix  meetings  with  rae.  On  fourth  day  evening,  the  14th, 
we  went  to  Chelmsford,  and  on  the  15th,  had  a  meeting  with 
Friends  there  in  the  morning ;  where  my  testimony  related  to 
the  fall  of  man,  and  the  loss  of  the  Divine  image.  The  intro- 
duction of  that  of  the  wicked  one  was  explained,  and  the  effect 
tfaereof  was  brought  very  closely  home  to  the'  states  of  some 
preaent,  and  some,  too,  who  might  think  themselves  very  wise ; 
and  as  afterwards  appeared,  it  sat  very  uneasily  upon  some 
of  this  description.  In  the  evening  we  had  a  public  meeting, 
at  the  dose  of  which,  several  solid  Friends  expressed  their 
satisfaction  ;  and  our  dear  friend,  Rebecca  Christy,  a  minister 
who  sat  by  mo,  alluded  to  the  meeting  in  the  morning  with 
much  interest,  saying,  she  left  it  rejoicing  on  her  way,  and 
weeping  as  she  went. 

On  the  next  morning,  at  the  house  of  our  Friend  Joseph 
Maniage,  where  I  lodged,  came  a  person  with  a  grievous 
complaiat  against  my  ministry  there,  especially  in  the  rnorn- 
iiig,  declaring  that  meeting  to  have  been  the  most  painful 
one  he  ever  sat  in,  and  that  he  was  not  alone  in  this  op'ui- 
km  of  my  ministry.  I  said  but  little  to  him,  but  let  him 
kaow  that  I  was  not  at  all  surprised  that  my  testimony  lay 
heavy  apoo  some  who  were  in  that  meeting ;  nor  yet  that 
there  were  more  than  one  who  were  uneasy  with  it.  After- 
wards I  ciime  to  a  full  understanding  that  tliis  man  and  his 
Ivolber-in-law  profess  to  be  very  knowing  about  preaching, 
and  though  not  Elders  in  the  Society,  take  much  upon  them, 
In  lepioving  and  dictating  to  the  ministers,  and  appear  to  be 
redtless  under  the  testimony  of  Truth  ;  and,  as  I  believe, 
because  they  cannot  bear  sound  doctrine,  being  lifted  up  in 
tbfslr  minds ;  but  as  to  the  meeting  in  the  morning  above 
alluded  to,  1  have  rarely  had  greater  assurance  in  my  own 
miod,  of  a  right  opening,  and  a  better  declaration,  in  my 
tittle  experience ;  and  well  knowing  that  I  went  to  meeting 
entirely  empty  ^handed  and  unarmed,  desiring  to  follow  the 
pmo  unfolding  of  the  gospel  message,  if  it  should  be  my  lot 
to  preach  ;  I  believe,  through  much  favor,  that  Jerusalem  was 
that  day  searched,  and  some  of  the  iniquities  within  her 
delected  and  reproved;  but  whether  those  to  whom  that 
SBproof  belonged  will  hearken  to  it,  or  harden  their  necks 
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against  i%  is  yet  to  roe  unknown.  We  went  next  day  to 
Eppjng*  and  at  six  in  the  evening  had  a  comfortable  meeting 
with  Friends  there.  The  children  of  a  boarding-school  also 
came,  to  whom  counsel  flowed  pretty  freely. 

Next  morning,  the  17tb,  went  to  Tottenham,  and  lodged  at 
Thomas  SliiJlitoe's,  and  on  first  day,  the  IHth^  attended  their 
meeting  in  the  morning,  and  that  at  Stoke-Newington,  in  the 
afternoon,  botli  prL*tty  solid  meetings.  To  the  latter  belong 
William  Allen,  and  John  and  Sarah  Grubb.  This  evening 
we  went  into  London,  gnided  by  our  friend  Peter  Bedford 
who  came  here  to  meet  us,  and  took  us  to  his  house  and  bade 
us  welcome  there  as  well  as  in  the  metropolis.  On  second 
day,  the  IDth,  took  a  short  view  of  the  city,  and  \\Tote  to 
America;  and  on  third  day,  in  the  morning,  attended  Devon- 
shire House  mid'Week  meeting,  and  in  the  afternoon,  went 
twenty-one  miles  to  Hertford,  and  attended  their  Select  Quar- 
terly Meeting,  the  same  evening  ;  in  which  I  offered  something 
by  way  of  encouragement.  Next  day,  their  G^uarterly  Meet- 
ing at  large  was  favored,  and  the  power  of  Truth  was  evidently 
with  us.  Here  ray  kind  friend  Richard  Thompson,  who  had 
been  about  aeven  weeks  with  me,  as  companion,  took  leave, 
and  returned  to  his  home  in  Yorkshire  and  I  returned  back 
towards  London,  and  lodged  at  Mary  Stacy's,  at  Tottenham ; 
and  next  morning,  with  George  Stacy,  went  into  the  city, 
and  attended  Westminster  Meeting,  and  in  the  evening,  had 
a  religious  opportunity  with  Peter  Bcdford^s  silk -weavers,  to 
some  satisfaction.  On  sixth  day  morning,  we  attended  their 
meeting  at  Radclitij  silent,  and  in  the  evening,  the  Peel 
Meeting,  long  silent,  but  way  was  at  length  made  for  some 
close  communicatiom 

On  seventh  day,  I  was  intending  to  visit  Croydon  School, 
but  was  too  much  unwell  to  do  sOj  and  have  continued 
somewhat  indisposed  to  the  present  time,  which  is  the  28th 
of  3d  mo.  The  Quarterly  Meeting  for  London  and  Mid- 
dlesex was  held  yesterday  at  Devonshire  HousCj  and  an 
adjournment  of  it  to-day;  but  I  have  not  been  able  to 
attend  it,  in  which  allotment  I  am  satisfied.  In  the  after-^ 
noon  I  went  in  William  Allen's  coach,  to  his  house  at  New- 
ington,  and  next  morning,  the  29th,  feeling  much  better, 
returned,  through   London,  to  Peckham,  where  we  attended 
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their  mid-week  meeting,  in  which  sfreiigth  was  given  to  do 
what  ap|>eared  to  be  my  duty.  My  dear  friend  Samuel  May, 
af  AnjpthiU,  having  joined  me  as  companion,  also  attended 
this  meeting.  On  sixth  day,  30th,  went  to  Croydon,  and  had 
m  tseetiitg  there,  where  Friends  of  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
hm.Te  a  boarding-school  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  scholars^ 
who  also  attended  this  meeting,  and  I  had  a  comfortable 
hope  that  some  good  was  done.  Here  we  lodged  at  John 
Barchij's,  (a  descendant  of  the  Apologist,)  an  exemplary, 
coB»i»tent  Friend,  and  minister  in  good  esteem.  Next  day 
weot  to  Wandsworth,  and  had  a  meeting  there,  in  which  an 
alarm  was  sounded  to  some  who  were  believed  to  be  unfaith- 
ful to  the  visitations  of  Divine  Grace  ;  and  1  found  great  peace 
in  this  day's  labor.  Lodged  here  at  the  house  of  our  kind  friend, 
John  BeJl,  a  minister;  and  next  morning,  being  first  of  the 
week,  aad  Erst  of  the  4th  mo.,  went  again  to  London^  and 
dlteiidod  Grace-Church  Street  meeting,  in  which  I  had  much 
clos<^,  Bcarching  labor,  and  therein  had  peace.  And  after 
meeting,  at  the  house  of  Cornelius  Hanbury,  Plough  Court, 
I  met,  for  the  first  time  in  England,  with  ray  dear  friend, 
Stepbeji  Greliet,  just  arrived  in  the  city,  from  Uxbridge,  much 
nawelL  He  went  home  with  William  ^Ulen^  to  rest  and 
recruit* 

Tbi«  afternoon,  we  att*?nded  their  nieetijig  over  the  bridge, 
m  that  part  of  the  city  called  Southwark,^ — nearly  silent; 
and  afterwards  went  to  Peck  ham,  and  lodged.  Next  day, 
inote  letters  to  America,  and  went  to  Deptford,  having  a 
■MetiJig  at  six  oViock  in  the  evenijig,  in  which  I  was  led  to 
t|»^k  of  the  ministry, — of  the  times  and  seasons,  as  well  as 
of  the  immediate  quickening  of  Divine  Truth,  as  the  only 
qoaliftcation  for  rightfully  and  profitably  preaching  the  gos- 
pel el  Christ  I  had  no  information  of  there  being  any  one 
ivesent,  who  professed  such  a  calling,  but  found  afterwards, 
titai  there  was  a  preacher  there,  who,  it  seems,  felt  very  rest- 
kai  under  my  testimony ;  and  he  opened  to  me,  next  mornings 
hiB  mind  upon  the  subject,  saying,  that  he  was  disposed  to 
think  such  an  one  might  teach  the  people  properly  enough^ 
without  waiting  upon  God  for  the  influence  of  his  Spirit 
Tbe  diaoovciy  of  feuch  a  sentiment  as  this,  entertained  by  a 
profeiiacd  minister  of  our  Society,  was,  indeed,  a  great  grief  to 
10 
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me.  And  I  could  but  see,  that  Lf  this  should  become  general, 
our  testimonies  concerning  worship  and  the  ministry  would 
be  lost  and  trodden  under  foot  of  men  ;  for  if  our  ministers 
abandon  that  patient,  reverent,  and  silent  waiting  upon  Gtod| 
for  strength  and  a  renewed  qualification,  as  well  as  for  the 
matter  to  communicate,  their  oiTerings  will  certainly  be  no 
better  than  salt  which  has  lost  its  savor ;  and  we  should  soon 
get  into  the  form,  without  the  power.  Next  day,  we  went  to 
Kochester,  and  lodged  at  the  house  of  our  dear,  aged  friend, 
Wm.  Rickman,  and  the  day  after,  attended  their  Monthly 
Meeting  there,  in  which  I  thought  the  Truth  favored  us. 
The  day  following,  went  to  Canterbury,  and  had  an  evening 
meeting;  thence  to  Dover,  and  had,  in  the  morning,  a  very 
solid  meeting,  and,  in  the  afternoon,  another  at  Folkestone, 
On  seventh  day,  went  to  Hastings,  lodging  at  Richard  P. 
Rickman's,  and  next  day,  attended  their  little  meeting  there, 
kept  up  only  by  a  few  young  Friends  who  have  recently 
settled  in  this  place  on  account  of  trade.  There  I  met  with 
Rachel  Rickman,  a  young  woman  of  much  stability  of  mind, 
to  whom  I  felt  nearly  united,  in  the  bonds  of  gospel  fellow- 
ship.  She  rests,  as  T  trust,  upon  the  true  foundation,  the 
Bock  of  Ages.  And  this  I  was  made  Ben&ible  of,  when  sit- 
ting silently  beside  her,  both  in  meeting  and  out  of  meeting. 
With  this  little  company  at  Hastings,  we  had  a  precious  and 
highly  favored  meeting, — the  current  of  gospel  communica* 
tion  and  of  intercession  flowed  freely.  I  was  comforted  and 
refreshed  by  this  feast  of  fat  things,  and  my  heart  was  lifted 
up  with  thanksgiving  to  the  Lord.  On  second  day,  the  9th, 
had  a  meeting  at  Lewes,  dined  with  John  Rickman,  and  then 
went  to  Brighton,  and  attended  the  Select  Quarterly  Meeting 
the  same  evening. 

At  this  time  he  again  wrote  his  wife  as  follows : — 


FROM   J.    W.   TO   HIS   WIPE. 

Brighton,  4th  mo.,  lOtfa,  1939. 


MT  BELOVED  WIPE, 


*•***!  have  recently  been  greatly  comforted 
and  strengthened  by  the  receipt  of  divers  letters  from  tliec  and  the 
children,  as  well  aa  from  other  dear  friends  in  America ;  and  truly  no 


the  be] 

^^lyid  t 
cUdooB 
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lell,  but  by  experience,  how  good  and  comforUible  it  is  to  get 
ftceouDts  from  their  near  relations  and  frieiidd  while  thus  tra Vel- 
io a  distant  land,  and  meeting  with  an  entire  new  set  of  strangers 
every  day  j  and  having  to  sit  down  with  them  where  they  sit, 
vllieb  fOQietimes  is  not  in  the  most  delightful  place,  but  ofteu  bringfi  into 
anach  painful  exercise,  and  sometimes,  to  pretty  close  dealing ;  but  when 
that  proves  to  be  needful,  I  have,  in  almost  all  cases,  been  favored  to  do  it 
in  m  way  that  tended  to  gather  rather  than  scatter ;  but  in  two  or  three 
instetices,  what  I  have  delivered,  has  set  so  close  upon  a  few,  (hat  they 
bare  manifested  some  restlessness,  and  have,  in  two  instances,  tried  to 
get  me  to  take  it  off  them  ;  but  truly,  their  management  confirmed  me  in 
Ibe  belief*  that  the  garment  fitted  and  set  well  on  them ;  moreover, 
e  solid  Friends  who  knew  the  circumstances,  gave  me  to  under- 
that  I  had  nothing  to  fear  fmm  them,  inasmuch  as  my  communi- 
applied  to  the  state  of  things  there,  and  to  these  individuab  in 
pafticubir.  •  •  *  •If  thou  ha^t  received  all  my  previous  let- 
ten,  thou  wilt  find  that  I  left  Slieffield,  in  Yorkshire,  on  the  6th  of  2d 
mouth,  and  passed  through  many  of  tlie  midland  counties  on  my  way 
op  to  London,  whei*e,  thou  wilt  have  heard,  I  arrived  on  the  18tli  of 
last  month  ;  but  afterwards  went  hack  into  Hertfordshire,  and  atlciiiled 
tKeir  Quarterly  Meeting  j  then  returned  immediately  to  London^  and 
Stt^oded  all  the  meetings  in  the  city  and  its  neigHiorhood,  which  I  left 
on  tlie  2d  inst.,  and  went  into  ilie  county  of  Kent,  to  Rochester,  and 
there  was  at  Wm.  Rickman's,  who  was  in  America  some  years  since  ; 
and  then  to  Canterbury,  Dover,  Folkestone,  Hastings,  Lewes,  and  so  to 
this  place ;  keeping  mostly  on  the  sea-shore  since  leaving  Dover.  The 
King  and  Queen  reside  here  roucb  of  their  time ;  their  palace  is  in  the 
of  the  town,  and  but  a  few  yards  from  the  house  of  our  frknid» 
Glaysier,  where  I  am  now  writing;  but  they  are  at  pnjsent  in 
X^oodofi.  I  have  a  prospect  of  tbilowing  the  shore  about  eighty  miles 
fartlier  we&t,  and  then  wheel  to  tlie  north  and  northeast,  making  towards 
ijOBito,  ^  a^  to  be  at  the  Yearly  Meeting,  if  it  should  appear  safe,  on 
aoeoant  of  tlie  cholera,  which,  I  hear,  has  very  mncli  ahateil  there 
within  two  or  three  days.  1  never  fail  to  think  of  thee^  my  love,  every 
day,  but  have  thought  more  of  thee  within  a  few  days  than  usual ;  and 
thy  tetter  produced  very  lively  emotions  in  my  mind,  and  sympathy 
with  thee  in  ihy  bereaved  and  tried  state  ;  and  the  dcnire  and  prayer  of 
mj  heart  ia,  that  thou  mny^t  be  t^lrengthened  and  enabled  to  hold  om, 
imtit  in  the  ordering  of  Truth  the  time  shall  come  for  me  to  be  restort'd 
to  tlii'c  Again.  And  He  whom  I  have  evcT  found  to  be  good  and  kind 
10  all  who  injst  in  his  providence,  and  patiently  endure  all  their  priva- 
tiociit,  will  stay  and  Mipport  tliee,  and  tighten  every  burden;  and  by 
locdLmg  to  Him,  and  dwelling  neiir  his  power  and  the  pavilion  of  hia 
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goodness,  thou  wiU  find  liira  to  be  thy  present  helper  and  thj  exceed* 
ing  great  rawnnl ;  wliich,  my  dear,  is  my  longing  desire  for  thee  and 
for  our  dear  children,  relalionsj  and  friond-*,     •     •     ♦     • 

Thine  in  dear  love, 

John  WiLRrR. 


The  Quarterly  Meeting  at  Brighton  was  held  on  the  10th, 

in  which  the  public  labor  fell  to  my  lot,  as  also  the  next  day, 
at  their  Monthly  Meeting,  and  both  to  good  satisfaction. 
After  the  latter,  I  traveUed  thirty  niiJes  to  Chichester,  and, 
next  day,  the  12th,  had  a  meeting  with  the  few  Friends  there  j 
after  which,  I  went  to  Portsea,  and  had  an  evening  meet- 
ing, where  only  two  members  of  our  Society  live ;  but  sev- 
eral others  came  in,  and  we  had  an  open  time^  wherein  consid- 
erable encouragement  was  administered.  Next  day,  we  went 
to  Southampton,  and  had  a  meeting  at  six  o'clock,  and  I  was 
much  enlarged  in  the  gospel  amongst  them.  On  seventh 
day,  the  14th,  I  went  to  Poole,  and  lodged  at  Wm.  and  Mary 
Binns'e.  We  have  now  travelled  from  Dover,  nearly  two 
hundred  miles  by  the  sea-shore;  the  meetings  attended  are 
mostly  very  small,  and  the  state  of  things,  in  divers  places^ 
very  low,  but  still  it  seems  to  have  been  a  time  of  awakening 
and  renewal,  and  I  have  some  hope  that  my  arduous  labor 
among  them  will  not  be  wholly  lost ;  and  I  feel  abundantly 
bound  to  acknowledge  the  goodness  of  God  in  affording  help 
to  me,  a  poor,  unworthy  laborer,  as  well  as  encouragement  to 
this  scattered  people ;  for  they  are  few  in  number,  and  live  re- 
mote from  each  other. 

At  Poole  we  attended  their  morning  and  evening  meetingSj 
which  were  open,  especiaUy  the  former,  in  which  I  was  much 
enlarged  in  doctrine ;  and,  in  the  latter,  to  some  who  were  in 
a  state  of  great  barrenness,  as  regards  religion,  some  close 
and  alarming  hints  were  given.  Next  day,  the  16th  of  4th 
mo.,  we  went  to  Fording  Bridge  and  had  a  favored  meeting, 
and  the  17th,  to  Andover,  having  a  meeting  with  T.  H.  and 
his  family,  which  constitutes  the  whole  meeting.  It  was  now 
&  silent  one.  I  was  surprised  that  a  meeting  of  Friends 
should  be  sustained  by  a  gay  family  like  thi?*,  for  there  was 
no  appearance  in  their  habit  like  Friends,  except  in  his  wife; 
and  she  a  good  deal  in  the  background  as  to  dress ;  nor  did  I 
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think  the  meeting  kept,  or  the  testimony  supported,  to  the 
honor  of  Truth. 

Next  day  we  went  to  Basing-stoke  and  had  an  open  meet- 
ing there,  and  the  day  following  to  Alton  and  had  another,  in 
which  the  people  were  strongly  cautioned  against  departing 
horn  the  advanced  ground  wliich  our  worthy  predecessors  had 
taken.  But  alas!  when  I  came  to  mingle  with  a  large  com- 
pany of  tliem  in  the  evening,  I  foniid  that  there  was  already 
A  great  departure  from  our  principles,  and  the  testimonies  of 
Troth,  as  professed  and  practised  by  our  primitive  Friends ; 
axkd  I  felt  restrained  from  much  faraiJiariiy,  le^t  I  should  quiet 
their  consciences,  and,  in  some  degree,  become  a  partaker  in 
their  deviations ;  for  besides  the  gayety  of  their  dress,  I  found 
that  some  of  them  Avere  practising  the  compliments  and  con- 
versation of  the  world,  and  were  bold  in  it.  Next  day,  went 
to  Guilford  and  had  an  evening  meeting,  and  much  close, 
searching  labor;  finding,  a^?  I  apprehended,  much  obstruction 
in  the  minds  of  some,  which  prevented  the  flowing  of  the 
goepel  current;  however,  much  labor  and  some  enouurage- 
ment  were  bestowed  upon  the  young  people.  At  this  place, 
my  kind  friend  Samuel  May  left  me,  and  returned  home,  and 
Daniel  l\  Hack  of  Brighton  met  me  here,  in  order  to  accom- 
pany me  for  a  time.  On  the  following  day,  we  visited  a  sick 
Friend  and  travelled  to  Godalming,  where,  on  the  following 
morning,  we  had  a  meeting  with  Friends,  and  much  labor  in 
Ht  itxid  quietness  followed.  The  state  of  things  here  is  mourn* 
fully  low ;  most  of  the  children  of  Friends  have  left  the  So* 
clcty ;  divers  of  those  from  tbe  first  families  have  joined  the 
Epidcopuliau*,  and  some  of  those  who  have  not,  w^ould  not 
be  sospected  of  belonging  to  the  Society  of  Friends.  In  the 
evening  we  had  a  meeting  with  the  town's-people,  in  which  I 
waa  much  opened  and  enlarged  in  declaring  the  practical  doc- 
trines of  the  gospel,  and  the  meeting  concluded  with  solemn 
rapplication.  We  found  that  the  principal  Friends  of  this 
plaee  did,  some  years  ago,  join  with  what  was  called  tbe  Bible 
Society,  composed  of  bishops,  priests,  and  people  of  divers 
deoominationB ;  and  if  the  parents  could  cordially  join  with 
the  hireling  clergy  and  others,  in  an  association  for  the  pur- 
pose of  promoting  religion,  by  t^prcading  the  Scriptures,  ilie 
ehUdren,  not  being  able,  as  might  be  supposed,  to  distinguish 
10  • 
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soberly  between  such  an  association,  a«d  one  distinctly  for 
the  purpose  of  religious  communion,  were  led  away,  aa  ia 

believed,  by  a  frequent  association  with  such,  and  iiidneed  to 
join  with  other  denominations.  In  the  early  time  of  the  Bible 
Association,  it  appears  that  the  clergy  rather  courted  the 
favor  of  Friends — made  very  free  with  them,  and  spoke  very 
interestingly  to  them,  and  of  them,  and  this  naturally  pro- 
duced its  like  in  Friends,  and  for  want  of  being  sufficiently 
guarded,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  they  were,  in  too  many  in- 
stances, pleased  with  these  worldly  dignitaries,  who  thus 
obligingly  smiled  upon  them,  and  of  course  Friends  wefe 
induced  to  speak  well,  yea,  and  to  think  well  of  them ;  hence 
the  young  people  among  Friends,  who  had  not  the  maturity 
of  judgment  to  make  the  right  allowance  and  discrimination, 
were  gradually  prepared,  by  what  seemed  to  them  a  kind  of 
toleration,  not  only  to  embrace  their  parents'  associate,  the 
priestj  but  his  principles,  too.  For  the  motto  is  true,  *'  The 
better  we  like  a  man,  the  less  we  disflike  his  principles  or  con- 
duct;^ 

It  is  fully  my  belief  that  when  Friends  have  joined  with 
the  clergy  and  others,  in  those  religious  and  benevolent  asso* 
ciations,  It  has  had  a  %'ery  insidious  tendency,  to  a  compro- 
mise of  principle,  and  to  a  dimming  of  the  beauty,  or  lessen- 
ing the  estimation  of  our  testimonies ;  if  not  to  the  quieting 
of  the  consciences,  and  allaying  the  convictions  in  their  minds 
relative  to  that  oppressive  and  wicked  thing  of  forc^ing  a  main- 
tenance from  Friends  and  other  dis.^^enters,  as  well  as  from 
their  own  members.  And  I  think  Friends  will  not  stand  clear 
of  iniquity  in  thus  joining,  unless  they  are  plainly  honest, 
and  give  them  clearly  Xo  understand  that  by  thus  joining  with 
them  in  a  good  things  they  will  not  be  considered  as  conniv- 
ing at  their  practice  in  other  respects,  nor  partakers  with  thera 
in  their  deeds. 

These  observations,  made  on  the  state  of  things  at  Godal- 
ming,  will,  1  apprehend^  hold  good  if  applied  to  many  other 
places  in  England,  and,  although,  as  some  Friends  have 
suggested,  this  intercourse,  by  means  of  these  associations, 
may  have  been  of  some  apparent  benefit  to  others,  yet  I  am 
persuaded,  from  my  observation  and  sense  of  the  thing,  that 
the  unguarded  usage  and  familiarity  allowed  in  such  inter- 
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conrse  have  done  a  vast  deal  more  karvi  to  us,  than  g-ood  to 
lliein*  And  if  by  such  an  intercourse,  they  should  one  day 
be  found  in  greater  unison  with  us,  in  principle  and  practice, 
1  »o»pect  it  will  be  owing  not  so  much  to  their  advancement 
as  io  our  rctrogre&siou. 

I  am  not  able  to  discover  any  more  safety  in  our  mingling 
with  other  people,  than  there  was  for  the  Israelites  under  the 
law.     The  command  to  them  was  **  thou  shalt  dwell  alone," 
bat  we  need  not  suppose  that  this  was  a  prohibition  to  others 
from  joining  with  the  Israelites  or  their  peculiar  testimonies. 
The  restriction  upon   Israel,  regarding  an   intercourse  with 
other  nations,  was  far  from  a  preclurtion  of  all  others  from  the 
favor  of  God,     The    Moabites,    Edoraites,   and  Ishmaelites 
were  all  the  descendants  of  Abraham  and  Lot  his  friend,  and, 
in  their  way,  were  religious  people,  especially  the  two  former 
mitsons;  nor  do  I  remember  to  have  seen  any  account  that 
tlw  Israelites  were  cotnmanded  to  exterminate  either.     But 
now,  in  the  present  day,  it  may  be  argued  that  other  sects  are 
professors  of  Chri:^tianity,  as  well  as  we  ;  and  so  it  may 
be  said  that  some  of  those  nations  believed  in,  and  wor- 
shipped the  same  God,  and,  like  Israel,  offered  slain  beasts 
n  their  altars,  by  the  hands  of  a  priest ;  an  undeniable 
pre:ientation  of  the  office  and  ottering  of  a  mediator.     And 
they  were  not  probably  farther  behind  the  testimonies  of  their 
neighbors,  than  the  generality  of  professors  are,  in  the  present 
day,  in   faith,  behind  the  piu^  testimonies  of  the  primitive 
Quakers*     And,  if  needful,  I  should  have  no  fear  of  losing 
moything  by  detailing  a  comparison  of  all  the  essential  differ- 
onces.    Balaam  had,  luidoubtedly,  been  a  man  highly  favored, 
—a  prophet, — and  might  have  remained  so  to  the  end  of  his 
^^mys^  but  for  his  giving  way  to  love  the  wages  of  unrightcous- 
^^ess — the  bane  of  religion  then,   and  the  bane  of  religion 
now  I 

If  a  union  were  to  take  place  between  our  Society  and 
'  others,  it  would  evidently  be  a  great  loss,  both  to  ourselves 
and  the  world  at  large,  if  we  were  to  meet  them  upon  any 
cither  ground  than  that  premised  by  the  gospel,  in  its  exalted 
and  pure  state — the  high  mark  aimed  at,  and,  in  an  eminent 
degree^  come  to,  by  our  predecessors.  Below  this,  tliere  is  no 
€il]ject  to  be  looked  for,  or  obtained,  that  can  possibly  make 
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amends  for  its  loss  or  abandonment  K  we,  by  joining  with 
other  professors,  might  contribute  in  any  way  to  the  bringing 
of  the  lieathen  to  (heir  standard,  if,  at  the  same  time,  it  led  to 
the  levelling  of  our  own^ — the  loss  would  be  vastly  more  to  us^ 
than  the  gain  to  them.  But  we  cannot  join  them,  in  their 
nmt/y  in  a  missionary  concern  to  the  heathen,  or  to  any  other 
people,  but  at  the  expense  of  our  noble  teatimonies. 

It  was  undoubtedly  because  the  Israelites  had  peculiar  tes- 
timonies in  advance  of  others,  that  the  Almighty  prohibited 
their  intercourse  with  them.  He  who  searcheth  the  heart  and 
trieth  the  reins,  knoweth  the  weakness  of  man,  and  his  liabiU 
ity  to  assimilate  to  the  opinions  of  those  w^ith  whom  he  inti- 
mately associates  ;  therefore,  lest  the  Israelites  should  imbibe 
the  views  and  ways  of  their  neighbors,  to  the  loss  of  their 
own  testimonies^  He  put  a  prohibition  upon  an  intimacy  with 
them.  Human  nature  is  the  same  now  as  it  was  then ;  hence 
it  is  as  needful  now  on  the  part  of  our  Society  to  maintain 
the  boundary,  or  line  of  dernarkation,  as  it  was  then  for  the 
Israelites,  lest  our  doctrines  and  testimonies  be  lost  in  the 
common  mass  of  formal  and  literal  professors. 

In  the  course  of  my  travels  in  England,  I  have  heard 
Friends  speak  favorably  of,  and  even  apologize  for,  the  prac- 
tice of  the  clergy,  in  the  collection  of  tithes  of  all  the  land, 
alleging  that  he  who  buys  land  buys  it  so  much  the  cheaper 
on  account  of  the  tithe,  and  he  also  who  rents  a  farm  is  con- 
sidered on  account  of  the  tithe  that  it  is  liable  to;  and  be 
who  buys  land  that  is  tithe-firee,  pays  more  for  his  title  than 
he  would  do  if  the  tithe  rested  upon  it  All  which  admitted, 
still,  whatever  effect  or  difference  of  bearing  there  may  be 
upon  buying  or  selling,  renting  or  letting,  it  proves  nothing  in 
favor  of  the  principle  of  tithes  j  for  every  additional  demand 
upon  the  land,  whether  tithes  or  taxes,  tends  to  squeeze  and 
press  down  the  farmer,  (and  in  this  country  they  are  mostly 
tenants,)  and  to  increase  the  burden,  both  of  the  farmer  and 
of  the  laborer;  for  if  the  farmer  has  a  very  heavy  burden 
upon  him,  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  pay  as  much  for  labor 
as  if  the  demands  upon  him  were  lighter. 

Now,  to  test  the  foregoing  question,  we  will  suppose  a  man 
has  a  farm  to  sell  or  let,  situated  in  a  place  where  it  is  subject 
to  be  robbed  and  plundered  by  freebooters,  of  much  of  the 
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tmt  that  can  be  grown  upon  it,  iDSomuch  that  the  owner 

Knot  sell  it  or  let  it  for  so  nmch  as  he  othenvise  could ;  is 
any  justification  for  robbery  and  freebootiiig  ? 
But  some  plead  further  excuse  for  the  clergy,  inasmuch  aa 
Urn  iaw  of  Urns  iamd  makes  it  their  right  To  this  argument, 
I  would  reply  that  the  laws  of  the  Carolioas^  as  I  bave  been 
informed,  tolerate  the  kidnapping  a  free  person  of  color,  wher- 
ever he  can  be  found  in  those  States,  and  authorize  the  kid- 
napper to  sell  him  as  a  slave,  and  put  the  proceeds  of  the 
txaffic  into  his  own  pocket.  Now,  I  would  ask,  do  these  laws 
fMlIiate  the  wickedness  of  such  a  deed,  in  any  way  whatever? 
How  ranch  more,  then,  does  an  unjust  law,  made  in  the  bar- 
barous reign  of  Henry  VIIL,  palliate  this  unjust  practice  of 
tprctng  away  a  part  of  the  poor  farmer's  produce,  when  it  is 
grown  by  the  industry  of  his  hand,  and  the  blessing  of  Bi- 
▼ine  Providence  ? 

On  8ec?ond  day  morning,  the  23d,  we  went  to  Horsham, 
we  had  a  meeting  that  evening,  and,  next  day,  to  Ifield. 
this  place  we  had  a  meeting  in  the  morning,  and,  in  the 
>n,  went  to  Capei  and  had  an  evening  meeting  there, 
sod*  on  the  day  following,  to  Dorking,  where,  at  eleven,  we  had 
a  TCfY  favored  meeting,  and  in  the  evening  we  had  a  meeting 
with  Friends  at  Reigate,  and  paid  a  visit  to  a  valuable  min- 
i|^,  now  aged,  and  so  inErm  as  to  be  con£ned  to  her  bed, 
^B  in  a  precious,  sweet  frame  of  mind ;  and  it  was  truly 
eomfortable  to  be  with  her.  Next  day,  we  had  a  meeting  in 
the  morning  at  Esher,  and  in  the  evening  at  Kingston-upon- 
Thames;  and  all,  I  think,  during  the  last  week,  might  be 
called  seasons  of  favor,  although,  in  several  of  them,  some 
matter  was  administered.  The  day  after,  we  went  to 
ics,  and  had  a  meeting  there  in  the  raoriiing,  which  was 
a  refreshing  time  to  me,  and  I  believe  also  to  Friends. 
then  went  to  Ujcbridge,  and  had  an  evening  meeting,  in 
;H  I  was  much  enlarged  in  doctrine;  and  on  seventh  day, 
[•ur  way  to  Amersbam,  we  made  a  little  stop  at  the  ancient 
!ting*plac€  at  Jordan^s.  The  house  and  premises  are  kept 
in  good  Older,  though  no  constant  meeting  is  kept  there.  In 
Uie  buryiiig-ground  lie,  in  one  row,  the  remains  of  Wm*  Penn 
bis  two  wives,  Isaac  Pennington  and  wife,  Thos,  Ellvvood 
wife,  and  Geo.  Bowles  and  wife.     We  dined  at  Samuel 


118 


JOURNAL  OF  JOHN  WILBITl. 


Allen^s,  at  Amersham,  and  afterwards  went  to  High  Wy- 
combe, where,  next  day,  the  29th  of  4th  mo.  aod  first  of  the 
week,  we  attended  their  fore  and  afternoon  meetings,  I  was 
sileait  in  the  formeT,  and  pretty  long  so  in  the  latter,  but  a 
way  was  finally  opened  to  recur  to  the  signs  of  the  times,  and 
to  allude  to  the  various  ways  and  means  which  the  enemy  of 
man^s  happiness  has  adopted,  for  the  last  two  centuries,  to 
lay  waste  the  Christian  church,  so  called,  alternately  inducing 
them  to  exclude  either  the  one  or  the  other  part  of  the  true 
Christian  covenant ;  that  unbelief  of  either  that  part  relating 
to  what  has  been  done  for  us  without  us,  by  Christ^s  outward 
coming  and  mediation,  or  in  his  second  coming,  without  sin 
unto  salvation,  by  his  grace,  spirit,  and  power  in  our  hearts, 
to  our  practical  guidance  into  all  Truth — that  an  unbelief  ia 
either  of  these  legitimate  members  of  the  Christian  covenant, 
will  frustrate  our  salvation ;  and  the  Friends  present  were 
therefore  exhorted  to  faithfulness  in  the  whole  covenant  of 
Christian  redemption,  and  assured  that  neither  part  could  be 
safely  dispensed  with. 

Next  day,  the  30th,  went  to  Maidenhead,  and  had  a  meet- 
ing with  the  few  Friends  there,  and  afterwards  to  Reading, 
and  had  an  evening  meeting,  to  good  satisfaction.  We  lodged 
with  our  beloved  friends  Thomas  and  Susanna  Bigg,  both 
ministers,  she  having  once  visited  America  on  a  mission  of  the 
Gospel.  Their  company  was  cheering  and  comfortable.  Next 
day  afternoon,  went  to  Newbury,  and  had  an  evening  meet- 
ing there ;  and  divers  of  the  town's-people,  by  seeing  us  pass 
towards  the  meeting-house,  discovered  that  a  stranger  had 
come,  and  soon  came  and  sat  with  us,  and  a  precious  meet- 
ing we  had.  Next  day,  went  to  Farringdon,  had  a  very  un- 
settled, painful  meeting;  for  I  do  not  think  there  were  more 
than  ten  minutes  at  any  one  time,  when  there  were  not  some 
either  going  out  or  coming  in,  and  a  number  of  the  Friends 
themselves  were  not  clear  of  restless  conduct;  yet  the  dis- 
turbance was  mostly  owing  to  the  rude  behavior  of  some 
children,  who  came  in  from  the  street;  but  truly  my  mind 
was  pained,  more  than  all,  on  account  of  what,  I  apprehended, 
was  the  state  of  some  who,  in  point  of  age,  were  not  children. 
Next  day,  the  fifth  of  the  week  and  3d  of  5th  mo.,  went  to 
Cirencester,  and  had  a  very  open  and  savory  meeting  there  in 
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the  morning,  and,  in  the  evening,  one  at  PainsT^nck.  On 
aixth  day,  went  to  Gloucester,  where  we  had  a  silent  meeting. 
This  was  a  day  of  great  dii?trej*s  and  conflict  of  spirit,  inso- 
much that  I  felt  entirely  unfit  either  for  meeting  or  company, 
for  conversation  was  very  painful  to  me ;  nevertheless,  as  two 
meetings  were  beforehand  appointed,  I  could  do  no  less  than 
attend  ihem ;  and  in  that  in  the  evening,  which  was  at  Chel- 
tenham, my  burden  and  darkness  began  to  be  dispelled,  and 
my  tongue  was  loosed,  and  I  seemed  to  myself  like  one  raised 
from  the  dead ;  and  it  was  a  favored  meeting. 
Here  he  WTote  to  his  wife  as  follows ; — 


FROM    J.    W.    TO    HIS    WIFE* 

Cheltcutmm,  liloucestcrshire,  6tli  mo.,  6th,  1832. 
mr  iKKu>TKD  inriE^ 

•  •  •  •  •  Be  assured  that  neither  dislanre  nor  time  cun  lessen 
tlie  loTC  Atid  syinpjaihetic  feeliog  which  ab<junds  in  my  heart,  and  Jlowa 
towardd  thee  and  all  our  dear  children  ;  and  ray  desin^  and  prayer  to 
God  for  yoo  is,  that  if  it  be  coo^ijstent  with  hb  blessed  will,  he  would 
ppcserre  your  health  and  spare  your  lives,  so  that  I  may  see  your  faces 
mgam  in  the  flesh ;  and  what  h  still  of  vastly  higher  consequence  to 
joa  and  to  me,  that  you  may  be  enabled  always  to  live  in  his  fear,  and 
to  reverence  and  ^erve  him  with  a  perfect  heart  and  with  a  willing 
mind;  and  then  come  what  may,  his  bless^ing  will  rest  upon  you,  and 
h€  will  give  you  strength  to  endure  whatever  afllictiona  he  may  see 
meet  to  permit  to  fall  in  your  way.  And  this  dispensation  of  Divine 
Pravidf'iYce  which  has  thus  separated  \u  for  a  time  from  eaeh  oiber  will, 
1  hope,  through  his  blessing,  he  found  profitable^  not  only  to  thee,  but 
to  me  and  to  our  children ;  and  I  desire  that  the  feeling  remembrance 
of  their  absent  and  afflicted  parent  may  in  the  end  result  in  as  much 
good  to  them  as  would  my  pre^nce  if  I  were  with  them  ;  and  I  uRen 
of  them  with  longings  not  easily  satisfied,  that  love  and  joy  and 
may  be  thine  and  theirs,  to  your  mutual  c-onsolalion  and  comfort ; 
although  I  am  often  in  the  furniice  of  affliction,  yet  ^^eeing  it  is 
prefmrniory  for  service,  the  better  to  do  the  work  in  which  I  am  en- 
gigedt  I  repine  not,  hut  endeavor  to  rejoice  in  tribulation,  hoping  it 
prove  my  preservation  from  falHng;  for  truly,  I  daily  see  ihe 
»iry  of  divine  preservation  and  protection,  for  I  also  clearly  see 
It  such  a  work  as  this  cannot  be  done  without  danger  and  ex|>oiiure 
to  tlie  temptations  and  attacks  of  the  cnerny  of  all  good  ;  for  he  greatly 
eavict  all  those  who  are  endeavoring  to  weaken  his  kingdom  ;  so  that 
tbry  feel  (if  indeed  wi&dom  be  given  thom)  the  necessity  of  watchful- 
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ness  and  pmyer  for  preservation ;  yen,  utid  tliey  aUo  feel  to  want  tbe 
prayeri*  of  all  that  are  capable  of  feeling  for  ihem,  AnJ  truly,  my 
dear  Ii»Fc,  T  think  there  are  nnnr;  who  can  feel  so  keenly  as  thou  and 
our  beloved  children ;  and  I  comfortably  hope,  therefore,  to  have  your 
united  desire  aod  prayers  for  my  preservation  ;  and  1  can  but  aeknowl- 
edj^e  that  1  feel  much  indebted  to  many  congenial  hearts  in  tliU  land, 
who  have  made  ray  life  as  their  life,  and  have  lifted  up  their  liearts, 
yen,  and  their  voices  loo,  unto  the  F'ather  of  alt  our  sure  mercies,  for 
my  prestTVution  and  comfort.  But  after  all,  T  am  aware  that  jireserva- 
tion  h  rmly  to  those  who  live  near  to  Hira»  the  fountain  of  love  and 
light,  in  which  the  enemy  cannot  dwelL  •  •  •  ♦  • 

Thine,  J.  Wilbur. 


On  first  day,  we  attended  their  fore  and  afternoon  meetings 
at  Tewksbury — ailent  in  the  former,  but  open  in  plain  dealing 
iti  the  kiter.  Next  day,  we  went  to  Evesham,  and  had  a 
meetitig  there  at  six  o'clock,  nearly  silent  on  my  part,  but  tny 
com  pan  i  on »  D.  P.  Hack,  had  good  service.  Here  we  lodged 
with  our  dear  friend  Richard  Burlingham.  The  day  follow- 
ing, went  to  Campden,  and  had  a  good  encouraging  meeting 
with  four  Friends,  the  whole  number  belonging  here ;  and 
afterwards  went  to  Chipping  Norton,  where  we  had  an  even- 
ing meeting,  very  laborious;  it  was  hard  to  make  any  impres- 
sion upon  their  hearts, — or,  at  least,  upon  some  of  them,  who 
seemed  to  resist  the  message  of  truth.  Next  day,  we  went 
to  Burford,  and  had  a  meeting  in  the  room  of  Hannah  Huntly, 
an  aged  Friend,  unable  to  go  out;  a  sweet  meeting  it  was, 
and  my  cotnpanioii  was  exercised  in  supplicatioti.  (At  this 
place,  I  received  the  first  account  of  my  daughter  Hannah's 
illness.)  From  hence  we  went  to  Witney,  and  had  an  even- 
ing meeting  there,  where  we  met  with  our  dear  friend  Amelia 
Brown :  this  was  a  heavenly,  precious  meeting,  (to  which 
many  came  who  w^ere  not  members  of  our  Society,)  and  was 
concluded  in  prayer  by  our  dear  sister  A.  B,  We  lodged 
here  at  Daniel  Rutter's,  who  went  with  us,  next  morning,  to 
Cbarlbm-y,  where  much  labor,  by  myself  and  my  companion, 
was  bestowed,  and  I  have  some  hope  that  it  was  not  in  vain*  ■ 
After  this,  we  travelled  tw^enty-one  miles  to  Abingdon,  and 
sat  with  the  two  Friends  who  constitute  this  meeting,  and  a 
number  of  their  neighbors,  who  also  attended;  it  proved  a 
strengthening  season,  I  believe,  both  to  the  visited  and  visit* 
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OTs.  Next  rnorning,  Robert  AlJen,  though  aged,  went  with 
ns  to  Wallingford,  where  also  we  had  an  open  niet'tiiig,  ujid 
that  same  evening,  another  at  Heidey,  The  following  day, 
we  went  to  Wycombe,  and  in  the  evening,  to  Ainershara, 
and  next  day»  first  of  the  week^  sat  w^ith  Friend?*  there  in  the 
roaming,  and  an  open,  comfortable  meeting  it  was.  After- 
[looiif  at  Cheshara,  where  I  was  silent,  but  niy  companion 
had  considerable  service.  On  the  14th,  we  went  towards  Lon- 
don, and  had  a  meeting  at  Brentford,  which  proved,  after 
long  silence,  to  be  an  arousing  time,  and  I  felt  great  peace. 
We  arrived  in  London  in  the  evening,  and  went  to  my  former 
lodgings,  at  my  dear  friend  Peter  Bedford^B*  On  third  day, 
the  loth  of  5th  mo.,  I  attended  their  Monthly  Meeting  at 
Southwark,  and  there  met  with  my  dear  friend  Stephen  Grel- 
let,  mnch  improved  in  health.  He  had  considerable  service, 
but  I  was  silent.  Here  a  young  minister,  belonging  to  this 
Monthly  Meeting,  was  very  olftcious  and  active — his  preach- 
ing, though  literally  correct,  did  Jiot,  in  power,  rise  mtich 
above  the  letter.  Next  day,  went  to  Hammersmith,  and  at- 
tended their  mid-week  meeting — very  small,  but  way  opened 
lor  some  instructive  counsel,  and  we  were,  in  the  end,  re- 
freahed. 

The  following  letter  was  received  about  this  time : — 


FROII   BKTSKT    rURlNTON   TO   JOHX    WILIUR. 

ProvidencQ,  R.  L,  4lli  mo.,  uh,  1882. 
••••••        or  our  vt'Merable  friend,  Moses 

Biwvi,  now  in  hb  04th  year,  it  is  not  loo  much  to  $peak  often.  Of 
hm  SUoeso,  thou  hast  probably  heard ;  since  whiilu  I  have  oflen  heard 
it  olitcnTd  thm  his  intellect  appeal*^  brigblcr  tlian  for  some  time  past, 
u  rarely  missing  fvom  meeting,  even  when  the  weather  looks  un- 
lable  for  his  juniors»  and  cjin  a^^cend  the  galleJ7  with  less  difficulty 
heretofore  ;  is  quite  active  in  our  meetings  for  discipline,  and  has 
•onietimcA  spoken  in  meetingsi  for  worship.  At  the  time  of  the  decease 
of  Uy  jbughter-in-law,  Ari;s  T^ockwooil,  he  was  ?o  ill,  that  it  r^cjuired 
tlie  a>.,iAta«cc  of  two  to  gel  hira  into  his  chair,  and  his  debihty  was  so 
greats  it  vras  not  thought  he  could  long  survive  tier,  yet  he  sat  through 
thm  roeeting  at  thi.*  time  of  her  interment,  and  when  Wm.  Almy  suppli- 
cmled,  he  was  unable  to  rise,  but  &poke  with  much  feeling  and  great 
bf^kenness  of  Rpirit,  bearinrr  ample  te.^timony  lo  her  worth  nrul  exem« 
plarf  defMrtmcnt  since  ^she  iia^l  resided  in  hi^  family,  a  period  of  more 
U 
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than  thirty  years,  and  of  hi.«  confi(h?nre  in  lier  i)eacefu1  doj^e, — and  fur- 
ther added,  that  U  hat!  loiijir  hc<'n  thf  eliirf  eonceni  of  Im  mitid*  that  hU 
days  might  wind  up  in  peace  with  Him,  whom  uhove  all  olhei-s  hf  de- 
gired  to  serve,  mid  who  ordy  knew  the  conflicts  thmunrh  xvhich  he  bad 
pas-^od,  as  well  as  the  conQlbrt  and  iiinsolation  received  from  his  hands; 
iind  now,  while  the  outwartl  man  was  failing,  that  the  inward  man 
mi;i;ht  renew  its  strength;  that  he  mi;^ht  nut  be  sinfTert'd  to  dishonor  the 
Truth,  or  that  cause  he  had,  though  feebly,  eudeavored  to  esj>ouse  ; 
anil  much  more  to  tlie  same  effect ;  and  it  was  truly  a  baplizing  season, 
ftnd,  I  belies  e,  tliere  was  not  a  dry  eye  in  the  room,  Nicholas  Bro^vn, 
sat  before  me,  and  wept  hke  a  child,  as  did  many  of  ids  fjay  relatives 
assembled  with  us,  to  wliom  ^h  D.  spoke  with  much  hrokennesa,  as  they 
took  him  by  the  hand,  at  the  close  of  the  meeting, 

•  ••*•••  •  • 
The  account  of  (he  decease  of  dear  J.  Taylor  was  alTectingr,  but  we 

rejoice  to  bear  of  the  pjml  health  of  our  other  dear  countrymen,  who 
will*  doublleHS^  attend  the  Yearly  Meeting,  in  London,  to  whom  b  oar 
unite<l  love.  I  oflen  ihiiik  of  you,  in  jour  i*ilfjnmage,  but  trust  He 
that  put  forth  is  goinfj  before,  not  only  in  opening,  but  in  filling  from 
his  own  blessed  storehouse,  from  whence  thinffs  both  aocieiit  and  new 
are  brought  forth,  and  though  it  may  be  no  more  Ifian  a  few  barley- 
loaves^  or  a  few  small  fishes,  it  wilt,  with  the  Master's  bles>*ing,  sustain 
many  a  fainting  .soul.  The  longer  I  live,  the  more  I  feel  the  necessity 
of  a  deep  indwelling  with  the  spirit  of  Divine  life,  and  as  my  dear,  aged 
kinswoman,  (Comfort  CVdlins,)  nwed  to  say,  neither  Miorrow  nor  <teaV 
however  in  want ;  and  this  h  not  all,  but  to  be  content  with  our  little, 
and  neither  suffer  ourselves  to  be  bought  or  sohl,  to  gain  the  popular- 
ity of  the  world,  or  the  applause  of  men.  I  ^jieak  not,  my  dear 
cousin,  these  things  for  thee,  but  in  general;  being  wliat  I  have  often 
to  watch  against,  lest,  in  my  manifold  weakness*  the  mess  of  pottage 
may  ^lip  between  me  and  my  Divine  Master,  againsit  which  the  injunc- 
tion remains  to  be  good — **  Watch." 

•  •••••«# 

Betsey  ^urinton. 


On  fifth  day,  the  17th  of  5th  mo.,  I  attended  Westininstcf 
Monthly  Meeting,  where  was  also  Johti  Dimond,  a  minister 
from  Exeter,  who  spoke  pretty  early  iti  the  meeting,  but  I 
was  long  silent,  even  after  he  took  his  seat ;  at  length,  how- 
ever, a  little  opening  came,  and  from  great  weakness  I  was 
made  strong,  or  rather,  the  power  of  Truth  was  felt  to  flow 
through  a  medium  of  great  weakness,  and  my  spirit  waa 
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comforted)  and,  I  believe,  the  meeting  edified.  On  sixth  day 
I  attended  the  Meeting  for  Sufl'eringf?,  and  on  seventh  day 
rested.  On  first  day,  20th,  meeting  fore  and  afternoon,  at 
Devonshire-house,  silent.  On  second  and  third  day,  was  lield 
the  Yearly  Meeting  of  ministers  and  elders,  at  Grace-Church 
Street,  where  my  lot  was  sutTering  and  silence. 

On  fourth  day,  the  23d  of  5th  mo.  began  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing for  discipline,  at  Devonsliire-house,  and  continued,  by  ad- 
journments until  seventh  day,  the  2d  of  6th  mo. 

On  sixth  day,  the  25ih,  I  was  at  the  public  meeting  over 
the  bridge,  at  Southwark,  wherein  I  obtained  relief,  and  was 
comforted.  On  first  day,  the  27th,  was,  in  the  morning  at 
Stoke  Newington,  silent,  and  at  evening  at  Peel,  enlarged  in 
testimony  and  doctrine,  I  believe  to  the  refreshing  of  many. 
On  fourth  day,  the  3d,  public  meeting  at  Grace-Church  Street, 
in  which  I  was  raised  up  and  enabled  pretty  fully  to  speak  of, 
and  to  recommend  the  whole  covenant. 

Having  never  opened  my  mouth  in  any  of  the  meetings 
for  discipline  until  sixth  day  morning,  the  1st  of  sixth  mo.,  I 
then  a^ked,  and  obtained  liberty  to  pay  a  visit  to  women 
friends,  in  their  meeting  ;  and  my  dear  friend  Charles  Os- 
borne, finding  a  similar  engagement  on  his  mind,  obtained 
the  like  liberty ;  and  we  went  together,  and  were  satisfied  in 
our  labors  with  our  dear  sisters.  Otherwise  than  this  visit  to 
the  womeu^s  meeting,  I  was  silent  throughout  all  the  meet- 
ings for  business,  and  was  greatly  exercised  therein,  under  a 
serious  apprehension  that  everything  was  not  right  amongst 
ibein.  In  this  meeting,  great  professions  of  faith  in  the  me- 
diation and  atonement  of  Jesus  Clirist  our  Lord,  were  made, 
and  this  profession  was  abundantly  reiterated ;  but  still  I 
moumfuUy  felt  a  great  want  of  that  precious  sweetness  and 
earor  of  life,  which  gives  weight  and  solidity,  as  well  as 
power,  to  a  meeting;  and  without  which,  all  the  professions 
of  faith,  however  high  and  glowing,  as  to  words,  are  but  as 
Bounding  brass,  and  a  tinkling  cymbal.  And  I  am  more  and 
more  confirmed  in  the  belief  that  the  most  full  and  literally 
6oand  acknowledgment  may  be  made,  of  faith  in  the  blood 
and  sacrifice  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  blessed  Redeemer,  and  with- 
out ajiy  reserve  too,  but  still  it  may  be  no  more  than  in  the 
of  the  letter,  and  that^  for  want  of  believing  fuHy  in, 
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and  of  being  really  and  practically  quickened  by  the  liviag 

power  of  the  gospel,  that  calls  to,  and  enables  to  keep  the 
cotninandments  of  Christ  our  Lord,  by  whose  spu-it  and 
grace  we  are  i^anctified  through  obedience.  For  those  who 
livingly  believe  are  thus  sanctified^  through  obedience  ;  and 
thos<i  who  are  thus  sanctified^  cannot  be  otherwise  than  be- 
lievers. 

On  account  of  overwhelming  afflictions  and  weakness  of 
body,  I  was  not  able  to  attend  the  concluding  sitting  of  the 
Select  Yearly  Meeting  on  seventh  day  evening,  the  2d;  for 
my  mental  grief  was  such  that  I  could  not  refrain  from  ex- 
cessive weeping,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  meetings  for  dis- 
cipline ;  so,  under  the  kind  .superintendence  of  tny  friend 
Geo.  Crosfield,  I  went  immediately  to  my  lodgings,  and  re- 
tired to  my  chamber,  where  my  head  was  as  waters  and  mine 
eyes  as  fountainn  of  tears,  in  weeping  for  the  backsliding  of 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  my  people,  occasioning  the  face  of 
the  Beloved  to  be  so  turned  from  us,  in  the  day  of  our  great 
necessity. 

From  London  he  wrote  to  his  wife  and  children  as  fol- 
lows :— 

London,  6 lb  Mo.,  3rd,  1832. 

MY    !>EAR  WIFK  AXI»  CITITJ^RKS, 

On  the  .SOth  uUimOj  I  received  letters  from  T and  A , 

which  is  die  third  time  I  have  heard  from  you,  since  the  sickness 
of  our  dear  Hannah ;  by  which,  and  lakiri«i;  her  conslitution  into 
the  account^  and  her  increasing  weakness,  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
that  I  must  give  up  seeing  her  any  more ;  and  oh  I  if  it  is  to  be 
ao,  how  do  I  desire  that  she  may  be  fuUy  prepared  for  a  heavenly*^ 
mansion*  and  that  she  may  have  a  well-grounded  hope  towards 
God,  through  the  mercies^  mediation,  and  redemption  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  the  blessed  mtmus  a[>[>oinled  for  the  salvation  of  all 
who  will  come  to  htm,  believe  in  him,  and  walk  in  the  light  of  his 
blessed  spiriL  If  she  shoald  yet  be  in  mutahility  when  thi^  letter  ar^ 
rives,  I  hereby  send  her  the  assurance  of  my  dear  and  tender  love, 
and  great  longing  for  her  joy  and  consolation  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the 
consummation  of  hi^^  love  and  goodness  ;  even  that  which  has  the 
blessed  effect  of  bringing  us  into  resignation  to  his  adorable  will ;  and 
gives  to  us  the  consoling  evidence  that  we  are  his  ;  and  that  we  love 
him.     Then  we  shall  bt'  able  to  beheve,  that  whether  in  sickness  or 
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lUier  in  life  or  dealh,  we  nre  the  Lord's ;  and   that  he  has 

IHaated  mao^ion  tor  u^.     How  I  desire  that  thig  miiy  he  the 

anil  laith  of  us  all,  my  dear  and  |ireL"iotis  wife  and  children^  and 

llMt  we  imiy  he  invariably  resolved,  so  to  s^eek  llie  Lord,  and  to  walk 

in  Uis  love  and  fear,  that  we  may  find  him  to  he  near  to  u?,  and  to  keep 

lis  from  evil* 

I  have  in  the  main  borne  up  pretty  well  under  the  afflietiuns  whieh  have 
seemed  U>  await  me  of  late ;  both  as  it  rc+^ards  the  sJate  of  tiling;?  with 
you,  aud  those  immediately  conned td  with  ray  engagements  here;  but 
mj  lot  has  been  a  tried  one,  durin;;^  mo.'it  of  the  time  of  this  long  Yearly 
Meeting  winch  concluded  yesterday^  and,  iricludinjT  the  Select  Meeting, 
hid  been  in  session  now  two  week??,  having  two  .sittings  every  day  but 
one,  all  of  which  t  have  attended  except  the  last.  Some  things  that 
iMTe  transpired,  have  been  painfal  to  me,  as  well  as  to  many  others. 
Tlu#  meeting  hjul  a  proposition  before  it,  rel'erred  by  minute  liotn  la^t 
jeu%  to  enter  into  some  measures  *'  to  carry  the  knowledge  of  the 
^06|iel  to  tlie  heathen,"  by  rai^siug  a  fund  for  the  purpuH.s  but  there 
a|i|>cftr9  U>  be  various  mind^  tm  it  regards  the  apjiroprialion  of  it« 
Sane  an  for  helping  other  societies  in  their  niis!«ions^ — tome  are  for 
cneoumging  our  ministers  to  go  forlh  to  convert  the  heathen;  and 
adier^  only  to  encourage  school  teacher-  to  go  and  instruct  them.  Al- 
together, it  produced  a  very  painful  excitement  in  the  Yearly  Meeting, 
but  was  eventually  carried  twj  far  that  a  committee  was  apjwinted  to 
eoEL^der  the  subject,  and  re[jort  next  year.  In  all  the  discussions 
belbrc  this  meeting,  I  found  it  my  place  to  be  isilent ;  but  have  had 
|»retly  extensive  service  in  the  public  meetings  during  the  Yearly 
^^feeting,  at  Grace-Church  Street^  Southwark,  and  Feel;  and  a  very 
^^Bileviiig  time  in  the  women';;  meeting.  My  pro^^pect  is  to  stay  about 
lUxidon  for  A  week  or  so,  hut  not  in  the  cit^' ;  and  then  to  pa^ji 
tbtiMIgh  the  west  of  EngUind  and  Wales,  attending  jiome  meeting*  in 
|]MtM  pana*atid  about  the  last  of  the  7tli  mo.  to  go  to  Ireland.  Daniel 
PHor  llttcJE  will  probably  k«*ep  with  me  a  month  longer,  when  ray 
faaad  Gt^orge  Crosfield  prujjose^  to  meet  me  again.  He  is  now  in 
I/ittdon,  and  baa  during  the  cour&e  of  Friends*  delibertition.s  evinced 
HHnIi  weight  of  character;  and  the  suggestions  of  none  were  belter 
•ttatided  to,  nor,  as  I  think,  more  to  iJie  i>urj>ose.  I  expect  to  leave 
London  the  day  after  to-morrow,  and  s[>end  a  few  days  at  Croydon, 
ten  milej)  from  this  place,  with  Juhn  Harchiy,  a  phtin,  honest,  interest- 
log  Friend,  and  a  direct  descendant  of  the  Apologist.  He  and  his 
sflbrtionate  wife  seem  very  desirous  that  I  would  siR'nd  a  few  days  at 
boose;  and  a*  I  fer*l  to  want  a  little  rest,  and  time  to  write,  I 
to  aeecpt  their  kind  invitation,  mui  tiike  a  little  country  air, 
ShiUlloe  has  just  beeu  in  uiy  einuuber,  and  det»ire«  his  dear  love 
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to  yon  :ilK  •  •  ♦  •  •  Give  my  love  to  all  my  d«ir  friend^ 
and  I  ^Imultl  take  pleasure  in  naiiiing  ninny,  if  time  would  admit.  In 
great  love  1  am  your:*, 

John  Wilbur. 


Oil  third  day,  the  5th  of  6th  rao.,  I  went  to  Croydon,  to 
the  house  of  my  friend  John  Barclay,  to  rest  a  few  days,  and 
next  day  attended  a  marriage  there, — silent. 

On  sixth  day,  had  a  solid  time  with  the  scholars  here.  On 
first  day,  with  Friends  in  the  morning,  and  others  in  the  after- 
noon, both  solid,  open  times.  My  dear  friend^  Ann  Coning, 
from  Yorkshire,  being  here  also,  had  good  service  in  the  pnb- 
Hc  meeting.  On  second  day,  my  friends  John  and  Mary 
Barclay  went  with  me,  by  postchaise,  to  Peckham,  and  made 
a  social  visit  to  Samuel  Casfi  and  wife  ;  and  next  morning 
went  to  London,  where  we  attended  Devonshire-house  week- 
day meeting,  and  also  their  Select  Meeting.  Here  I  was 
iiiuch  opened  in  doctrine  and  exhortation,  and  reminded 
Friends  how  much  had  been  done  for  the  Society  in  that  city, 
both  early  and  late,  and  of  the  impression  I  had  had  of  it 
that  morning,  as  I  had  walked  their  streets  ;  aad  called  npon 
them,  in  much  feeling  of  gospel  love,  to  come  faithfully  for- 
ward in  support  of  the  testimonies  which  had  been  given  our 
fathers,  and  us,  to  bear ;  and  in  conclusion,  the  youth  were  feel- 
ingly and  affectionately  invited  to  a  full  submission  to  the 
grace  of  God,  and  the  blessed  power  of  the  gospel.  Much 
solemnity  was  felt  to  spread  over  the  meeting. 

On  fourth  day  I  was  at  Grace -Church  Street  Meeting,  and 
"Select  Meeting.  Here  I  was  shut  up  for  a  while,  but^  at 
length,  light  sprung  up,  and  a  call  and  invitation  were  ex- 
tended to  come  to  the  one  blessed  source  of  eternal  strength 
and  power,  even  to  Christ  Jesus,  our  hope,  the  Rock  of  AgeS| 
and  the  author  of  our  salvation. 

By  the  attendance  and  service  of  these  two  meetings,  my 
mind  was  considerably  relieved  of  a  burden  that  had  rested 
upon  it,  through  much  of  my  stay  in  the  city  this  last  time, 
and  I  now  felt  easy  to  leave  it  for  the  present.  I  went,  the 
same  evening,  to  Abratn  Rawlinion  Barclay's,  (brother  of 
John,)  who,  with  hi^  sister  Lydia,  were  very  kind.  Next  day, 
sat  with  Friends  at  Plaistow,  and  had  some  close,  relieving 
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vice  among  them ;  made  several  calls,  in  a  religious  way, 
dined  at  Samuel  Gurney's^  In  those  calls,  I  was  accom- 
panied by  his  sister,  Elizabeth  Fry,  ajid  by  Mary  and  Lydia 
Barclay ;  we  returned,  and  lodged  again  at  A.  R.  Barclay's, 
and,  next  morning,  called  at  Robert  Barclay's^  (another  broth- 
,)  whose  wife  ia  sister  to  Hannah  C.  Backhouse,  now  in 
erica.     After  this  call,  I  went  to  Tottenham,  and  spent 

o  days  in  \\Triting,  and  vi:?iting  Friends  there  and  at  Ncw^- 

gton;  and  on  first  day,  the  17th,  went  to  Winchmore  Hill, 

d  had  a  blessed  meeting  there,  wherein  tongue  and  utter- 
ance were  mercifully  given,  both  in  testimony  and  supplica- 
tion ; — the  Lord  be  praised  forever,  for  he  is  my  only  helper  I 

the  afternoon,  I  was  at  their  large  meeting  at  Tottenham, 
bich  was  rather  laborious  and  painful ;  and  as  much  peace 

at  some  other  times  was  not  experienced. 

Here  my  kind  friend,  Daniel  P.  Hack,  again  joined  me  as 
a  companion;  and  on  second  day,  the  18th  of  6th  mo,,  went 
to  Hemel^Hempstead,  and  had  a  meeting  there  at  six  oVIock, 
which  was  pretty  long  silent  and  painful,  but  at  length  the 
clouds  were  dispelled,  and  the  trumpet  of  alarm  was  blown 
among  them,  and  my  companion  joined  me  in  calling  them 
to  the  life  and  power;  and  the  meeting  ended  well.  Here 
my  former  kind  companion,  Samuel  May,  came  twenty-three 

ilea  to  meet  with  me,   and  we  were  rejoiced  to  see  each 

bcT ;  he  stayed  the  night  with  rac,  and  then  we  parted. 

Next  day,  went  in  the  morning  to  Berk-Hempstead,  and 
bad  an  open,  sool-solacing  meeting,  in  which  the  invitation 
of  tbc  gospel  of  Christ  ran  forth  like  the  limpid  stream,  to 
tbc  watering  and  conlriting  of  several  tender  minds  among 
tt  iig  people  ;  and,  I  believe,  that  all  were  aensible  of  the 

y  -  descending  of  the  celestial  shower  that  fell  upon  us, 

— blessed  be  the  name  of  Israel's  helper !     Afternoon,  went  to 

ylesbary,  and  had  an  evening  meeting  with  the  few  Friends, 
a  oonaiderable  number  of  their  sober  neighbors, — very 
op«!n,  and  the  doctrine  of  life  and  power  was  exalted  over 
f  I  ceremony.     Next  day,  had  a  painful,  silent  meeting 

u  iiigham,  and  went,  the  same  evening,  to  Adderbury, 

where^  on  the  following  day,  we  had  a  heavenly,  solacing 
g,  and  my  companion  was  exercised  in  living  prayer. 
hence  we  weut>  Iha  same  evening,  to  Banbury,  and  had 
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a  comfoTtable  meeting  there,  and,  next  day,  at  Sibford,  wliich, 
on  my  part,  was  silent ;  and  this  example  of  silence  was,  I 
trust,  in  the  Lord's  wilJ  and  purpose ;  being  confirmed,  near  the 
close,  that  there  are  too  many  attempts  at  preaching  here. 
After  this,  we  went  to  Eatingtoo,  and  lodged  at  Jeffrey 
Lo\v^i<,  and  next  day,  with  the  very  small  number  who  belong 
here,  we  had  a  &weet  opportunity,  and  exhortation  and  en- 
couragement went  forth  freely,  especially  to  the  young  people. 
From  thence  to  Warwicli,  where  in  the  forenoon  we  sat  w^ith 
Friends,  and,  I  believe,  instruction  was  given,  and  help 
afforded  to  speak  to  the  conditions  of  many  present,  some  of 
whom  were  broken  into  tenderness.  Affernoou,  had  a  meet- 
ing with  the  town*9-people,  in  w^hicli  it  appeared  to  be  ray 
business  to  open  the  plan  of  Christian  Redemption,  through 
the  blessed  mediation  of  Christ  Jesus,  oiatwardly  and  inwardly, 
and,  as  I  continued  speaking,  the  power  rose  and  increased, 
and  it  became  a  solid,  baptizing  time. 

On  second  day,  the  23d  of  6th  mo.,  we  went  back  towards 
Banbury,  and  had  a  little  meeting  with  Friends  at  Uadway, 
in  which  the  alarm  was  sounded  to  some,  and  encouragement 
to  others,  and  we  left  peacefully,  and  came  the  same  evening 
to  Banbury*  The  Select  Quarterly  Meeting  was  held  here  the 
evening  of  our  arrival,  and  next  day,  their  public  Quarterly 
Meeting,  and  that  for  discipline.  I  was  silent  througljout,  and, 
as  I  believe,  for  an  ensign  and  an  example  to  others  ;  for  there 
were  many  olTiTings  made  in  this  meeting,  several  of  which, 
I  think,  might  well  have  been  spared.  The  same  evening,  we 
travelled  fourteen  miles  to  8hipston,  and  attended  their  tSelect 
Quarterly  Meeting,  in  which  my  tongue  was  again  loosed, 
both  in  doctrine,  regarding  the  ministry,  and  also  in  sympathiz- 
ing encouragement  to  some  of  the  weary  travellers.  Next 
day  came  on  the  public  Quarterly  Meeting,  at  which  were 
many  Friends  in  the  minif*try  from  ditTerent  parts  of  the  na- 
tion ;  among  them  were  Anna  Braithwaite,  from  Kendal, 
Thomas  and  Susanna  Bigg,  from  Readings  John  Dimond 
from  Exeter,  and  John  Foster,  from  Luton,  But  the  public 
service  in  the  ministry  fell  mostly  to  my  lot  On  parting  with 
my  dear  friends,  Thos,  and  Susanna  Bigg,  we  had  a  solid 
opportunity,  and  she.  manifested  much  sympathy  and  gospel 
fellowship  with  me,  and  cried  to  the  Lord  for  his  help  and 


guardian  care  over  me,  in  these  ray  travels  and  various  exer- 
cises in  a  foreign  land  ;  and  also  for  my  dear  wife  and  chil- 
dren was  this  dear  friend  engaged  to  petition,  that  the  Lord 
would  be  her  hiding-place,  and  their  care-taker.  And  such 
were  the  pourings  out  of  my  spirit  towards  these  dear  friends, 
thus  made  near  in  a  foreign  land,  that  I  coold  tenderly  reeip- 
rocat4s  their  feelings  and  intercessions,  insomuch  that  I  did 
truly  desire  their  safe  keeping  upon  the  sure  foundation,  and 
their  happiness  through  the  remaining  toils  of  life. 

Afrer  this  solid  parting,  we  travelled  to  a  place  called  Stow- 
in-the-Woalds,  where,  next  morning,  we  had  an  opportunity 
with  the  few  Friends  there,  and  I  was  led  to  bear  a  full  testi- 
mony against  the  spirit  of  this  world,  and  too  close  a  pursuit  of 
it.  From  hence  we  went  to  Cirencester,  and,  next  morning, 
U^Nailsworth,  and  had  a  meeting  there,— open  and  comforta- 
Fve  ;  from  thejice  travelled  to  Olveston,  and  lodged  at  John  and 
Ann  Beards,  and,  next  morning,  had  a  meeting  with  Friends 
of  this  place  and  those  of  Thornbury  together;  it  being  the 
first  of  the  week*  and  1st  of  the  7th  mo,,  and  at  six  o'clock, 
had  a  meeting  at  Frenchay,  where  Friends  from  a  neighboring 
ineefing  also  met  us.  The  first,  was  open  and  favored;  the 
la^t,  laborious.  We  went,  next  morning,  to  Launrence- Wes- 
ton, and  attended  their  Monthly  Meeting ;  and  here  we  met 
in  with  Amelia  Brown  with  a  certificate;  but  the  labor 
jm  U|K>u  my  companion  and  myself.  From  here  we  went  to 
Bli^tol^  and  had  a  meeting,  by  appointment,  at  Friers,  the 
ling.  This  ia  called  the  largest  meeting  of  Friends 
in  i«i.     Here  1  was  pretty  long  silent;  but  Truth  arose 

at  length,  and  we  had  a  solid  time  with  them.  Lodged  at 
S«muel  Capper's,  and  next  day  went  to  Bath,  where  we  had 

I  a  T«fy  open,  searching  meeting.  In  the  afternoon,  at  Calne, 
t  waa  silent  We  lodged  at  Wm.  Gundry's,  and  next  day, 
the  4th,  went  to  Melksham,  and  had  an  open,  interesting 
meeting  there.  Here  reside  our  valuable  friends,  George 
Witliy  and  Rachel  Fowler,  ministers  in  good  esteem.  The 
iJamier  not  at  home ;  the  latter  is  sister  to  Deborah  Derby, 
Kpcc  in  America,  but  now  deceased,  W^e  spent  a  little  time 
with  dear  Rachel  Fowler,  at  her  son  John's,  very  agreeably, 
atid  from  here  we  went  to  Frome  and  had  a  precious,  renew- 
ing time  with  a  few  there;  and  then  to  Shaftesbury,  where  I 
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had  an  awakemng  testimony  to  some,  who,  as  I  believed, 
were  in  much  too  easy  a  state. 

From  this  pluce  we  went  to  Marohiill,  and  had  an  evening 
meeting, — lodged  with  Wm.  and  Rebecca  Bird^  (late  Rebecca 
Young  ;)  these  Friends,  though  aged,  seem  to  retain  a  precious 
portion  of  the  savior  of  life.  From  hence  we  went  to  Wincan- 
ton,  and  had  (on  my  part)  a  silent  meeting ;  we  went,  next  day, 
to  Yeovil^  where  we  had  a  meeting,  rather  disturbed  by  two  or 
three  needless  appearances;  nevertheless,  I  was  enabled  at 
length  to  relieve  my  mind  among  them,  and  went,  the  same 
evening,  to  Bridport^  and  lodged  at  the  house  of  our  friend, 
William  Forster,  where  we  were  aiTectionately  entertained  fur 
two  nights.  Here,  on  first  day,  the  8th  of  7th  mo.,  we 
met  with  Friends,  both  fore  and  afternoon  ;  in  the  morning, 
I  was  silent  J  and,  from  some  ciiusej  under  much  exercise  ;  and 
in  the  afternoon,  pretty  long  in  the  same  state,  but  towards 
the  close  of  the  last,  several  passages  came,  in  succession,  be- 
fore the  view  of  my  mind  ;  to  wit,  Moses'  testimony  of  Christ, 
"  Him  shall  ye  hear," — the  voice  from  heaven  at  two  difl'erent 
times,  "  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  hear  ye  him/' — that  this 
was  spoken  in  the  presence  of  John  the  Baptist,  of  whom  it  was 
said,  "  Among  those  born  of  woman,  a  greater  Prophet  had 
not  arisen,  than  he;*'  and  it  was  also  said^  in  the  presence  of 
Moses  and  Elias,  upon  the  Mount;  by  which  it  seems  that  a 
distinguished  preference  was  given  to  hearing,  or  listening  to 
Christ,  before  the  very  best  and  greatest  of  men  ;  from  which 
considerable  doctrine  was  drawn,  showing  the  necessity  of 
adhering  to  the  grace  and  spirit  of  our  Lord  and  Bavioui 
Jesus  Christ. 

On  parting  with  my  friend  W.  P.,  he  alluded  to  my  visit 
and  service  here,  and  observed  that  he  had  full  assurance  that 
it  was  in  the  ordering  of  wisdom,  and  that  my  communica- 
tion applied  directly  to  some  states  present ;  for  that  there 
were  some  in  that  meeting,,  who  were  dissati^iied  with  him  be- 
cause he  did  not  preach  to  them  more  ;  and  having  learned  that 
I  had  been  frequently  silent,  he  observed  that  it  would  give 
weight  to  my  service.  On  the  9th  of  7th  mo.,  we  went  to  Exe- 
ter, where,  next  day,  we  visited  several  aged  and  infirm  friends^ 
and  had  a  laborious  meeting  in  the  evening,  wherein  a  jeal- 
ousy was  entertained  and  expressed,  that  the  glory  of  the 
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liord  was  given  too  much  to  another,  and  that  they  were  too 
much  making  flesh  their  arm  ;  but  although  I  ^at  very  Jong, 
eilrntly  distressed,  and  afterwards  also  labored  long  among 

jro»  yet,  after  all  my  travail  and  labors  for  the  obtaining  of 
d,  I  found  not  a  eonsunnnation  of  it,  but  left  them  with  a 
lieavy  heart  at  last. 

Next  day  we  went  to  Kingsbridge,  where  we  had  a  precious 
meeting  in  the  evening.  An  exhortation  to  faithfulness,  and 
the  language  of  encouragement,  ilowed,  like  the  Umpid  oil,  to 
sotnc  present,  whose  minds  were  much  humbled  and  tendered. 
Next  day  we  went  to  Mod  bury,  where  we  had  an  open  meet- 
ing with  a  few,  and  ihen  to  Plymouth,  to  Sarah  Abbot's, 
where  I  received  letters  from  home,  by  which  I  learned  that 
there  was  now  no  expectation  of  the  recovery  of  ray  dear 
and  precious  daughter  Hannah,  who  has  now  been  in  declin- 
iitg  health  for  three  months,  or  nearly  so,  and  of  W'hom  my 
aoeoants  heretofore  had  not  been  so  unfavorable  ;  but  now  I 
find  that  I  must  give  up  all  expectation  of  seeing  her  any 
tnore  in  this  world.  And  oh  !  how  my  heart  is  broken  down 
In  tenderness,  under  the  consideration  of  losing,  thus,  in  my 
ab:*encc,  so  precious  a  child,  innocent  and  lovely  I  I  feel  also 
great  commiseration  for  my  dear  wife,  in  her  affliction,  under 
the  protipect  of  losing  her,  thus  in  my  absence,  and  feel  inex- 
pri^sible  tenderness  for  the  dear  child  also,  in  her  sufferings 
and  piroepect  of  seeing  me  no  more  in  mutability  ;  and  for  all 
my  dear  children,  to  whom  this  must  be  a  very  trying  dispen- 
ftation;  and,  although  1  cannot  forbear  weeping,  yet  1  know 
tiiat  resignation  ia  best,  and  I  pray  that  God  may  give  it  me. 

At  Plymouth  we  had  a  meeting  with  Friends,  and  labored 
in  a  doctrinal  way,  open  and  satisfactory.  Our  next 
the  same  evening,  at  Tideford,  very  open  and  com- 
fortable. 

From  thja  place  he  wrote  to  his  wife  as  follows  : — 

Tideford,  Cornwall,  7tb  roo.,  IStli,  isaa. 

La?*  evening,  at  Plyinoulh,  T  received  thine  of  (he  3rd  of  6th  mo.,  by 
wtrich  I  find  that  I  mint  now  give  u[)  our  dear  chilJ   into  better  hands 
OttTA,  and  Apprehend  tlmt  I  must  see  her  no  more  in  this  world.     I 
RQl,  beTore  the  receipt  i>f  this  lotlor,  eniirely  given  her  over ;  nnd 
reter,  1  trust.  I  haive  some  assurance  that  ^he  will,  if  sbe  Icnvu  time 
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DOW,  be  received  into  the  arms  of  our  good  ntid  blessed  Redoimier;  still 
my  hi^nrl  h  much  afflirted  and  me!ied  down  before  t!je  Lord*  in  con- 
siclernlioii  of  llie  circumstance  of  my  now  being  bi  it  dislunt  bind,  and 
not  able  iier^onally  to  mingle   in  feeling  witb   tbee  and  willi  tlie  dear 
sufferer,  and  our  otber  dear  attlicted  children  ;   for  I  am  very  sen8ible 
that  you  all  rnusl  be  greatly  tried  in  the  prospect  of  this  dispensation, 
and  moi-e  es[jec)aMy  seeing  tbat  I  ara  not,  nor  am  sotm  be  with  you  in 
body  ;    but  ob,  my  dear,  I  am  inueli  with  you  in   mitid,  and   weeping 
witb  you  and  over  you.     And,  oli,  tbat  I  could  bul  embrace  my  dear 
cbild  before  sbe  goes  hence !   but,  even  now,  if  1  should  leave  my  work 
undone  here,  and  embark  as  soon  as  j>ossible,  there  seems  to  me  to  be 
much  doubt  uf  arriving  tJmely  to  see  ber  again  ;  so  tluit  I  ara  brought 
to  a  great  slmit,  and  liiid  a  sorrowful  nigbt  for  the  last  ;  but  having  two 
meeting??  appointed  for  to-day,  and  some  dif^tance  to  travel  between 
tbem,  I  ^etnied  to  be  under  tlie  neee.'^sity  of  attending  them  ;  but  truly, 
in  travebing  ibe  road,  1   have  wept  as  I  have  gone,  and  strewed  my 
tears  in  a  lun<l  of  ^strangers;    and  stirely  1  have  said,  I  am  a  man  of 
sorrow  and  acquainted  witb  grief;    but  still  thy  CAtise  for  grief  is   the 
Bame  as  mine,  and  I  doubt  not  that  it  is  more  sensibly  felt  by  tbee  than 
by  me  ;   but  I  do  desire  tbat  tbou  may  be  sup[)orted   through  all,  and 
he  enabled  to  tru^tand  confide  in  the  goodnes:^  and  power  of  our  blessed 
Helper,     And  oh!  if  our  dear  child  should' be  living  when  (bis  cornea 
to  hand,  tell  lier  that  the  prayers  of  her  absent  father  are  lifted  up  with 
tears  and  great  tenderness  for  the  support  of  her  precious  mind  tinder 
and  through  this  s^okmin  dispenstation,  and   tbat   the  Lord  Jesus  would 
make  her  hi!*  own,  and  sanctify  and  tit  her  for  a  joyful  inlmbitant  ofhi* 
blessed  kingdom,  where,  through  the  mercies  and  jtroteetion  of  redeem- 
ing Power,  I  hope  al^o  one  day  to  arrive.     Oh  !    liow  full  my  heart  is 
of  unbounded  love  towards  ber.     Tell  her  never  to  l)e  dismayed  at  the 
dark  vale  ihrougli  which  lies  the  way  to  life  and  glory,  where   the  re- 
deemed shall  come  with  everlasting  songs  of  honor  and   glory  to  the 
Lord,  tmd   where  idl  »*orrow  and  mourning  and  trouble  shall   ceases 
and  joy  unspeakable  shall  be  their  portion  forever  and  ever ! 

*       *       •       Witb  the   assurance  of  great  love  and  tenderness  of 
feeling,  which  words  fall  short  of  expressing,  I  am  thine  and  yours, 

J.  WiLBrn. 


The  next  day  we  went  to  Looe,  and  met  with  four  Friends, 
their  full  number,  of  whom  Sarah  Tucket  is  a  minister  in 
good  esteem.  From  hence  to  Liskcard,  to  John  and  Eliza- 
beth AUen^s,  to  lodge ;  and  here  we  had  a  meeting  with 
Friends  in  the  morning,  and  with  others  in  the  afternoon, — 
both  highly  favored,  the  first  remarkably  so.      Here  lives  a 
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aable  minister  by  the  name  of  Samuel  Ruiidell,  on  whom 
called.  Next  day^  to  Austle,  where  we  had  an  open 
dieeting,  and  from  thence,  next  day,  to  Redruth,  and  had  a 
fneeling  at  three  o'clock,  and  the  day  following  attended  their 
Monthly  Meeting  at  Falmouth.  In  these  last  two  meetings 
1  bad  much  to  say,  yet  there  was  not  that  free  flowing  as  at 
0Orae  former  times  ;  and  I  found  it  needful  to  step  carefully,  as 
1  could  »ee  but  one  sentence  at  a  time.  On  the  next  day  we 
turned  back,  (having  come  pretty  near  to  the  land's  end  in 
Cornwall,)  and  came  to  Truro,  where  we  had  a  meeting,  first 
with  Friends,  in  which  the  current  of  the  gospel  ran  freely, 
h  was  felt  to  be  a  heavenly  time  ;  then,  in  the  evening, 
a  meeting  for  the  town's-people,  long  gathering,  but  quite 
0p6n  when  settled,  and  much  Christian  doctrine  was  commu- 
flleated  to  them ;  but  many  of  them  appeared  to  be  in  great 
Ignorance  as  to  the  true  substance  thereof;  yet  it  was,  upon 
the  whole,  a  pretty  satisfactory  opportunity.  From  hence  we 
went  to  a  place  called  Wade-Bridge,  and  had  a  very  sat- 
bfactory  little  meeting  with  Friends  there;  then  went  on 
towards  Tavistock,  and  stopped  to  dine  at  a  place  called 
L^iunctfston.  Here  we  viewed  the  ruins  of  the  old  castle 
where  George  Fox  was  once  imprisoned. 

On  first  day,  the  22d,  we  attended  their  meeting  at 
jJTavlstock,  morning  and  evening,  to  good  satisfaction,  and  on 
itcoud  day  travelled  thirty-three  miles,  through  Dartmoor 
C>ofnnion»,  to  Exeter,  and  lodged  at  John  Dymond's,  and  next 
I  day  to  Spiceland,  and  had  a  meeting  there,  pretty  open,  and 
L  then  went  to  Wellington,  and  lodged  at  Sylvanus  Fox's, 
^^Merc,  next  day,  we  had  a  meeting,  in  which  my  labors  were 
^l^fltly  on  the  subject  of  the  ministry,  wherein  understanding 
^bd  strength  were  given  me  clearly  to  show  and  demonstrate 
that  the  key  of  David  has  never  yet  been  committed  into  the 
hmods  of  any  man  since  the  world  began,  save  the  man  Jesas 
ooly,  and  that  by  him  every  opening  must  be  made  for  the 
prpachbig  of  the  goapel^  or  every  attempt  for  it  will  be  in 
f«in-  There  are  five  or  six  persons  here,  who  stand  in  the 
station  of  ministt^rs;  but  from  my  feelings  and  opening  in  this 
meetingf  an  apprehension  attended  me  that  there  is  some 
mnoundness,  either  in  faith  or  practice.  From  this  place  we 
it  to  Taunton,  and  bad  a  meeting  there  the  isame  evening 
li 
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— laborious  and  searching,  and  some  were  thought  to  stand 
in  great  jeopardy  of  their  lives,  having,  as  I  was  led  to 
believe,  much  to  do,  and  but  little  time  wherein  to  do  it. 
From  Tauuton  we  went  to  Street,  and,  on  the  26th,  had  a 
meeting  there,  in  which  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  bear  a  faithful 
te?^timony  against  the  doctrine  of  unconditional  election  and 
reprobation,  and  to  show  the  effect  of  action  and  reaction 
upon  Cliristendomj  for  two  or  three  centuries  past,  by  which  the 
prince  of  darkness  has  wrought  to  the  spoiling  of  the  church. 

The  Calvinistic  doctrine  has  been  one  extreme,  and  the 
Armenian  and  Socinian  the  other,  and  the  enemy  has  been 
driving  many  of  the  professors  of  Christianity  from  the  one 
to  the  other,  ever  since  the  Reformation,  which  he  hated  with 
a  perfect  hatred  ;  and  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  frustrate 
the  good  designs  of  God  in  his  attempts  to  bring  his  choreb 
again  out  of  the  wilderness ;  and  has  but  too  well  succeeded 
in  leading  to  great  extremes,  and  even  to  gross  infidelity  on 
the  one  hand,  and  to  the  abominable  doctrine  of  uncondi- 
tional election  and  reprobation,  on  the  other.  And  it  appears 
that  too  many  in  membership  with  ua  are  strongly  tinctured 
with  this  last-named  opinion,  in  this  day  in  England,  to  the 
great  grief  of  the  honest-hearted.  And  1  am  persuaded  that, 
where  the  leading  and  operation  of  divine  grace  is  overlooked, 
or  lightly  esteemed,  although  at  the  same,  time  great  profes- 
sions are  made,  of  faith  in  the  atonement,  {precious  in  itself,) 
that  there  will  be  a  direct  tendency  to  fall  into  the  heinous 
doctrine  of  election  and  reprobation.  And  such,  I  have 
ground  to  fear,  is  the  case  with  some  rather  conspicuous 
characters  in  the  Society  ;  of  which  cases,  on  account  of  their 
standing  and  influence,  it  would  be  difficult  to  take  cognizance 
by  way  of  discipline ;  bo  that  the  aspect  of  things  in  divers 
places,  looks  gloomy  and  mournful.  On  sixth  day,  the  27th, 
we  had  meetings  at  Long  Sutton  and  Bridgewater — ^the 
former  trying,  on  account  of  a  worldly  spirit,  and  the  latter 
silent.  Next  day  I  wrote  to  my  family,  and  went  to  Sidcot, 
and  had  an  opportunity  with  the  scholars  the  same  evening; 
and  next  morning,  first  of  the  week,  and  29th  of  7th  mo.  at- 
tended their  meeting,  and  was  silent  therein  j  but  my  com- 
panion had  some  service* 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  letter  above  referred 

tOi-^ 
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Biidgewnter  m  Soromenetsbtre;  7th  mo.  aitb,  1882. 

DKAR  WllTE. 

•  •  •  •  In  consequence  of  the  intelligence  conveyed 
letter,  connected  witli  other  things  incident  (o  such  a  work 
pilgrimage  is  truly  a  mournful  one ;  and  I  have  thouglit  in 
pMsmg  along  that  I  have  now  been  made  lo  know  more  of  the  Cross 
of  Je^us  Christ  our  Lord,  than  I  ever  knew  before;  being  tluis  eeparat- 
rf  fmm  ihee,  my  clear  companion  in  tribulation,  and  from  all  our  dear 
r*^n,  without  ability  to  participate  personally  in  the  greatest  conliict 
h  ever  outwardly  occurred  in  our  little  group  and  vineyard  of 
precious  plants,  I  often  feel  as  if  I  mmt  take  the  wings  of  the  morning 
and  fly  to  your  relief,  and  bathe  in  tears  of  commiseration  with  you^ 
for  tliey  are  flowing  freely  while  I  am  writing  the.^^e  lines,  a?  they  have 
«Aeo  done  of  late  in  my  mental  visits  to  you,  which  have  ^h^en  verj-- 
An6C|ueoL  I  have  often  placed  myself  among  you^  and  beside  the  lan- 
gobhtng  bed  of  our  dear  child  I  but  I  must  forbear  of  this  melting 
ainun :  my  heart  is  too  full  to  follow  it ;  and  I  must  look  lo  the  stay 
and  staff  which  has  through  all  In  great  mercy  been  given  me  to  lean 
upon,  and  by  which  I  have  been  supported  far  beyond  what  I  could 
buTe  BUpposed;  fo  that  the  work  i!^  going  on  as  usual,  and  I  have 
often  had  to  marvel  in  meetings  that  I  was  m  lifted  tip  to  declare  the 
gCMtpel  of  life  and  salvation  among  the  people,  when  at  other  times  I 
htvr,  felt  myself  much  more  an  object  to  be  ministered  unto  than  to 
I  ]dimsl4ir.  •  •  •  •  In  great  love  to  you  all  I  conclude — e«pe- 
^ciAlly  to  oar  dear  H*  if  she  be  yet  with  you,  and  oh !  that  she  may 
PB^gely  and  fully  vedgn  hereelf  into  ihe  good  hands  of  her  God,  and  of 
bar  father's  God,  to  whom  with  great  tenderness  and  intercession  for 
Jus  mercy  I  resign  her,  believing  in  the  faith  of  the  gospel  that  I  shall 
JoyfoUj  meet  her  again,  if  not  in  thi»,  in  the  world  to  come. 

J,  Wilbur. 

In  the  afternoon,  attended  meeting  at  Claverham,  where  I 
wua  also  silent.  Here  I  met  with  my  dear  friend  Geo. 
Withy,  and  lodged  with  him  at  his  daughter's;  next  day 
went  t«  Chew^magna,  and  had  an  open  meeting  with  the  few 
tlwfe.  Next  day  we  went  to  Bristol,  and  attended  their  mid- 
week meeting,  to  which  also  came  Geo.  Withy  ;  the  public 
tebor  fell  to  ray  lot,  in  which  I  found  peace.  From  Bristol, 
we  went  to  Olveston,  to  John  and  Ann  Beard's,  where  we 
n»ted  two  days,  and  attended  their  mid-week  meeting,  and 
aixth  day,  went  to  Claverham  again,  to  attend  a  funeral, 
rbere  I  was  still  silent^  I  believe  for  the  reason  that  preach- 
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ing  is  made  too  easy  there.  We  lodged  at  John 
and  next  morning  visited  the  widow  and  children  of  the  d^^ 
ceased,  with  whom  we  had  a  solid,  refreshing  season  ;  and  is 
the  afternoon  returned  to  Bristol,  and  lodged  again  with  my 
dear  friend  Samuel  Capper;  and  next  morning,  which  was 
first  day,  attended  this  large  meeting,  in  which  my  companioo 
first  gave  testimony  to  the  Truth,  and  after  him,  way  was 
opened  for  blowing  the  trumpet  of  alarm  among  them,  andl 
believe  many  were  brought  to  a  deep  searching  of  heart,  hi 
the  afternoon,  having  a  cold  and  hoarseness,  which  had  been 
upon  me  several  days,  and  feeling  easy  to  omit  the  afternoon 
meeting,  I  went  to  Frenchay ;  having  now  parted  from  my 
kind  friend,  and  fellow-traveUerj  Daniel  P,  Hack,  he  feeling 
easy  to  tfeturn  home.  On  second  day,  the  6th,  attended  their 
Monthly  Meeting,^ — open  and  instructive.  Whilst  here,  I 
wrote  to  my  friend  Moses  Brown,  in  America,  and  therewith 
eent  him  the  work  of  Priscilla  Gurney ;  wrote  also  to  severaJ 
friends  in  England,  from  Frenchay. 

On  fourth  day,  the  8th,  I  went  to  Bristol,  and  took  passage 
in  a  steam-packet  to  Newport,  a  town  lying  on  the  north  ^ide 
of  Bristol  Channel.  Here,  next  day,  I  attended  their  Monthly 
Meeting,  and  although  weak  in  body  and  somewhat  hoarse, 
yet  was  considerably  enlarged  in  testimony,  and  felt  peace. 
Here  it  was  concluded  to  leave  our  horse  and  chaise  to  meet 
us  at  Brecon,  where  the  Half- Year's  Meeting  was  to  be  held. 
My  friend,  John  Beard,  having  given  up,  for  a  time,  to  beai 
me  company,  joined  me  at  Frenchay,  and  came  hither  with 
me,  From  this  place,  I  took  postehaise,  with  John  and 
Elizabeth  Harford,  for  Swansea,  in  Wales,  where  we  arrived 
the  next  evening,  and  took  lodgings  with  Kobert  and  Ji 
Eaton,  with  whom  I  had  before  some  acquaintance,  H 
being  much  indisposed,  I  stayed  several  days,  rested,  a 
took  medicine.  But  on  second  day  following,  feeling  a  li 
better,  I  set  out  with  the  same  friends,  and  travelled  in  the 
same  way,  towards  Brecon,  where  we  arrived  the  next  aft 
noun,  and  took  lodgings  at  an  inn.  Here  the  Half- Year*s  Me 
ing  for  Wales  was  to  be  held  ;  and  the  Select  Meeting  sat 
evening,  to  which  came  Elizabeth  Fry,  and  her  brother, 
companion,  from  Plaistow,  near  London.  In  this  ineeii 
had  a  testimony  to  bear  concerning  our  belief  in  regard  to 
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listr)', — exhorting  ray  brethren  and  sisters,  exercised  in  the 
to  trust  in,  and  hold  fast  their  belief  in  the  pure  open- 
o(  the  divine  Spirit.     Here  was  also  Sarah  Squire,  a  min- 
ifftex  from  Hantingdonshirc.    Next  day  was  held,  in  the  public 
ball,  their  Half- Year's  Meeting,  for  the  principality  of  Wales. 
This  was,  to  me,  a  painful  meeting  throughout ;  the  Master^s 
seal  not  being  seen  upon  every  oflering  made  here,  and  my  lot 
was  to  set  an  example  of  silence.    A  public  meeting  waa  pro- 
posed for  this  evening,  by  EUzabeth  Fry,  and  appointed,  of 
which  I  had  no  sight,  and  took  no  part;  and  being  indisposed, 
I  kept  to  my  chamber,  and  there  mourned  over  the  state  of 
things  in  this  land,  being  fully  aware  that  there  are  many 
in  the  station  of  ministers,  who  are,  in  great  measure,  lost, 
as  to  the  times  and  seasons,  the  openings  and  the  shuttings 
of  the  blessed  spirit  of  the  gospel,  and  whose  minds  seem 
la  be  so  beclouded  and  darkened,  that  the  true  shining  is  not 
seen  lo  go  forth  with  brightness  as  in  primitive  times,  nor  as  a 
lamp  that  should  burn  through  the  whole  gospel  day ;  and 
it  id  gfeatly  to  be  feared  that  there  are  some  who  are  leaning 
loo  much  to  their  own  understanding,  instead  of  waiting,  in 
patience  and  meekness,  on  Jesus  Christ,  the  great  minister, 
who  always  keeps  the  key  in  his  own  hands,  and  openeth  only 
wben  he  will,  and  to  whom  he  wiil.     And  as  I  did  heartily 
unite  in  spirit  with  my  dear  friend,  Charles   Osborn,  in  the 
Women's  Yearly  Meeting,  in  taking  up  the  lamentation  of 
Jeremiah,  viz :  "  Ob,  that  my  head  were  waters,  and  mine 
eyes  a  fountain  of  tears,  that  I  might  w^eep  day  and  night  for 
tbe  slain  of  the  daughter  of  my  people  I "  so   I  continue  to 
mouTD,  and  to  feel  like  adopting  the  prophet's  subsequent 
language  of  grief,  as  I  pass  through  this  land,  ^'  How  is  the 
gold  become  dim  I  how  is  the  most  line  gold  changed  I  the 
atones  of  the  sanctuary  are  poured  out  in  tbe  top  of  every 
sHeet !     The  precious  sons  of  Zion,  comparable  to  6ne  gold, 
how  are  they  esteemed  as  earthen  pitchers,  the  work  of  the 
of  the  potter  i  ■*     For  lo  I  some  who  have  shone  appar- 
\j  as  stars  of  the  first  magnitude,  seem  to  be  in  danger  of 
a  total  eclipse!    The  outward  standing  and  inlluence  of  some 
that  the  case  seems  almost,  if  not  entirely,  irreraedi- 
mUet  and  what  the   result  of  things  will  be,  is  dillicult  to 
;  but  many  there  are  among  this  people,  who  are  truly 
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awakened  to  serious  and  fearful  apprehensions,  lest  this  So- 
ciety should  be  ahaken  from  its  foundation. 

From  Brecon  we  went  to  LeominsteTr  in  Herefordshire,  in 
company  with  Edward  and  Eliza  Southall,  to  the  house  of 
their  mother,  Mary  SouthalL     Here,  on  the  i9th  of  8th  mo,,  I 
attended  their  fore  and  afternoon  meetings,  which  were  satis- 
factory*   In  that  in  the  morning,  I  had  some  clear  and  striking 
openings,  as  it  regarded  the  leading  and  direction  of  some,  and 
my  dear  friend  E.  S.  took  it  to  herself,  and  Beemed  astonished, 
after  meeting,  that   her   prospect  and  exercise  should  be  so 
plainly  opened  to  another,  and  was  broken  into  tears  of  ten- 
derness.    On  second  day,  we  had  a  meeting  at  Hereford,  and 
returned  again  to  Leominj^ter  the  same  evening,  where  we^H 
rested  until  fifth  day,  the  23d,  and  wrote  j  after  which,  wc  ^B 
went  to  Bromyard,  with   E.  and  E.  Southall  in   company, 
where,  next  morning,  we  had  a  good  meeting,  in  which  the 
last-named  E.  8.  was  sweetly  exercised  in  prayer.    After  this, 
we  went  to  Worcester,  and  had  a  meeting  there  the  same 
day, — very  painful,   in  which   I    had    some  close,  searching 
labor  J  fearing  that  some  things  here  were  not  altogether  as 
they  ehould  be,  and  too  many  mere  literal  professors.     On       I 
seventh  day,  we  went  to  Birmingham,  and  next  day,  attended 
both  their  meetings,  wherein   I  was  much  opened  and  en- 
larged in  unfolding  the  substantial  truths  of  the  gospel,  and        1 
mercifully  favored  with  the  blessed  ownings  and  help  of  the        1 
Shepherd  of  Israel, — ^praised  be  his  holy  name  I 

On  second  day,  we  had  meetings  at  Stourbridge  and  Dud- 
ley, and  the  day  foDowing,  travelled  twenty-four  miles  to  Coal- 
brookdale,  and  lodged  at  Barnard  Dickenson's.  Next  day,  we 
had  a  satisfactory  meeting  there  ;  and  my  dear  friend  E.  S.,  who 
had  continued  with  us  hitherto,  now  returned  home.  On  fifth 
day,  the  30th,  we  went  to  Stafford,  and  lodged  at  an  inn,  and 
next  morning,  had  a  little  meeting  there.    At  this  place,  I  met 

with  C T ,  whom  I  had  seen  before  at  Sheffield, — a 

convinced  Friend.  She  was  here  now  on  a  visit  to  her  sistew, 
who  are  professors  in  the  Church  of  England,  and  pretty  strong  j 
in  their  opinions.  We  breakfasted  with  them,  and  way  opened 
for  some  pretty  free  conversation,  so  that  their  prejudices  ap- 
parently gave  way,  and  three  of  them  came  to  our  meeting 
for  the  first  time, — ^a  blessed  meeting  it  was, — the  life  and 
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power  of  Troth  being  prevalent  among  us.  These  three  sis- 
ters were  seen  upon  their  knees,  while  I  was  exercised  in 
prayer.  From  Stafford,  we  went  to  Leek,  and  lodged  at 
Toft  Chorley*s ;  and  next  day,  to  Stockport,  and  lodged  at  our 
dear  friends,  Greorge  and  Ann  Jones's;  and  on  the  first  of  the 
^week,  to  Manchester,  where  Ann  Jones  also  went,  and  wc  at- 
tended their  large  meetings  both  fore  and  afternoon ;  in  the 
moming,  the  service  fell  to  my  lot,  and  afternoon,  mostly  to 
Ann  Jones, — both  were  satisfactory  meetings.  On  second 
day  morning,  having  been  met  here  by  my  dear  friend, 
George  Crosfield,we  went  with  him  to  Liverpool,  where  Ann 
^--  =  also  soon  came ;  and  she,  with  George  and  Margaret 
field,  and  Jonathan  Flounders,  went  into  an  exami- 
Dation  of  a  series  of  letters  which  I  had  written  to  George 
Crosiield  on  religious  subjects ;  and  it  was  their  united  opin- 
ion, that  the  state  of  tilings  required  the  publication  of  such 
matter  as  is  contained  in  these  letters;  and,  with  some  revi- 
iwl,  it  was  thought  best  to  publish  them. 

While  in  this  neighborhood   he   wrote  as  follows  to  his 
wife : — 

We»t  Derby,  near  Liveq>ool,  6rh  mo.,  7th,  1H32. 
w%  PKAJi  Wire, 

•     •     •     My  health  is  good,  and  I  am  continuing  to  pursue  the 

iBerrice  be/ore  me  as  way  open*  for  it ;  but  my  prugress  as  to  iravtUing 

has  been  rather  more  delibernte  of  late,  on  nccouni  of  other  service  of 

a  peculiar  nature,  which,  I  hope,  will  not  long  protract  my  journeying. 

IbnriutL     I  hare  hitherto  been  very  cautious  in  hinting,  to  any  one  on 

thai  9i<io  the  water,  the  ^tatc  of  things  here ;  but,  truly,  their  aspect 

b  unpleasant  and  unj>rombiing.     How  much,  or  how  greut,  U  the  ira- 

peaiiing  danger,  cannot  well  be  determined  now  ;  still  I  am  dis|>osed  to 

h&fm  for  llie  be-st ;  but  never  did  the  nece*5ity  appear  so  gri^at,  of  being 

truly  wise  in  that  wisdom  which  i^  from  above,  especially  for  those 

vbcae  business  and  allotment  ia  assigned  them  in  tuniing  the  battle 

to  tht  gate.     My  situation,  then,  my  dear  wife,  ii^  one  of  unusual  exer- 

ciMj,  requiring  great  watchfulness  ;  and  I  feel  to  desire  the  prayers  and 

ofiliAed  Inlerccisions  of  thy  spirit,  and  of  all  my  friends  in  that  much 

WUhod-for  country. 

I  ML"  of  thing**  above  alluded  to,  has  already  lengthened  my  ser- 

;  and  how  much  mon-  it  will  do  ao,  I  eannot  now  foresee.   My 

|pro«prci,  however,  eonlinuea  to  be,  to  go  to  Ireland  before  a  great  while. 

Tikcfv  are  many  here,  and  some  among  tho  foremost  rank,  who  are  di^- 

to  think,  tlijil  tiie  writings  of  Hubert  IkircJay  and  utbers>  aruoug 

andeiit  F^eudi^  are  inoorr«cW  And  do  not  hesitate  in  so  saying ; 
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iind  further  sny,  that  ihe  Scriptures  are  **  the  Woi^  of  God/'  and  lb< 
tir^t,  if  not  the  only  rule  of  practice,  as  well  as  of  faith  ;  and  recom- 
raenJ  that  Diinisters  rely  upon  them  more  and  more  for  si  qualiJication 
lo  prea«h.  And  there  appears  to  he  such  a  pt>wrrful  reaction  fi-oin 
the  Iri?h  and  American  secessions,  that  not  a  few  Friends  here  are 
jdarmed,  lest  while  many  are  fleeing  from  Admah,  they  will  bring  up 

at  Zeboim. 

My  love  is  lo  thee,  my  dear,  and  to  all  our  childi-en  and  friends. 

John  Wilbdr. 

I  stayed  some  days  about  Liverpool,  and  attended  their 
meetings  as  they  came  in  course  ;  and  on  second  day,  the 
11th  of  9th  mo.,  set  out  for  N<intTvich,  in  order  to  attend 
Cheshire  and  Staffordshire  Quarterly  Meeting  there,  which 
coiiveued  on  fifth  day,  the  13th,  and  was  a  prolitable  time. 
After  it  was  over,  I  went  to  Chester,  and,  on  sixth  day,  had 
an  open  meeting  there,  and  returned  to  Warrington,  where 
1  met  with  my  dear  friend  Charles  Osborn,  from  my  owd 
country,  with  whom  we  conferred  about  the  publication  of 
the  letters,  of  which  he  fully  approved,  and  so  I  proposed  i 
going  to  London,  to  lay  them  before  the  Morning  Meeting* 
for  adjudication;  but  was  informed  that  such  was  not  the 
usage  now  in  England ;  wliich,  though  well  known,  George 
Crosfield  thought  best  to  have  otlicial  information  of  from 
London,  and  wrote  to  William  Manly  for  correct  informa- 
tion, (He  is  the  Recording  Cierk  of  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing, the  Select  Yearly  Meeting,  the  Meeting  for  Hufferings, 
the  Morning  Meeting,  the  Quarterly  and  Select  Quarterly 
Meetings  for  London  and  Middlesex,  and  the  Six- Weeks* 
Meeting.)  He  informed  my  friend  George  Crosficid,  by  let- 
ter, that  it  was  not  the  practice  of  Friends  in  England  to 
commit  the  inspection  of  manuscripts  for  publication  to  the 
Morning  Meeting,  as  had  been  heretofore  the  case  ;  and  so  I 
left  the  disposal  of  them  to  George  Croslield  and  other  Mends, 
to  do  as  they  thought  best  with  the  letters. 

About  this  time  he  received  the  following  letter : — 

PROM   JOBK    BEARD    TO    J.    W. 

Olvfiston,  15th  of  9th  ma»  18S2. 
>1Y  DEAIt  ratEKD, 

I  fejir  thou  wilt  think  me  neglectful  in  not  writing  to  thee  liefore ; 
iput  iine  of  my  rea&ons  is  that  I  have  been  suffering  from  one  of  my  old 
attacks,  but  am  thankful  to  be  able  to  say  I  am  better.     On  my  arrival 
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\J  found  my  dear  Aon  in  gcMxl  heallb,  which  is  a  great  favor  in  this 
lime,  I  think  I  may  inform  thee  also  thiit,  for  (iome  days,  ray 
Bniid  was  raised  in  thankfulness  to  the  Shepherd  of  Isi^ael,  for  hi>  goo<l- 
BiM  loirards  one  of  the  most  unworthy  of  all  his  flock  ;  but  <ih,  that  I 
oay  bow  in  humility  at  his  footstool,  and  there  crave  the  bletiiriing  of 
prek»ervation  !  I  can  truly  say  that  tlie  Lord  is  good  I  lllesseJ  k  the 
iniin  that  tniMeth  in  him  !  Often,  since  1  lefl  thee,  hiL*^  my  mind  been 
led  into  deep  concern  for  thee,  my  vory  dear  friund,  that  ihou  mayst  be 
strtsngthened  to  do  all  that  iby  gracious  Master  may  have  for  thee  to  do 
ID  tbis  land  ;  and  though  I  am  unworthy  to  encourage  a  brother  in  ihid 
important  work,  yet  I  am,  iit  times,  ma^li;  thankful  that  he  ha^  called 
tlieo  iltlo  this  field,  to  labor  for  the  prouiution  of  truth  and  rlghteous- 
flBBB  in  the  earth.  I  do  feel  ils  thougli  I  might  encourage  thee  to  go  on, 
fbr  he  h«a  said,  *^  I  will  never  leave  thee  nor  forsake  thee."  What 
■iModaat  cause  there  is  for  us  to  take  courage,  and  go  on  in  hh  hltv^s^d 
work  and  pcrviee  ;  for  there  are  no  joys  crimparahlr  to  the  joy»  of  hi* 
salvation.  1  hope,  hy  this  time,  thou  liast  got  on  with  thy  little  work, 
and  iluit  Frienils  have  been  brought  to  see  and  to  feel  with  thee  in  it. 
Should  that  not  l>e  the  ease^  I  do  hope  thou  wilt  be  enabled  to  bring  it 
Ibrward  by  the  help  of  thy  dear  Master,  who  has  called  for  it  at  thy 
tumdib  Great  \s  the  rewartl  of  those  who  do  bij*  will.  That  hi^  choicest 
blemngs  may  rest  on  thee,  my  beloved  friend,  not  only  on  the  present 
oocMoo*  but  in  all  thy  further  labors  amongst  us,  is  the  fervent  desire, 
— inaj  I  not  isay  the  prayer, — of  my  heart  at  this  time.  In  quietness 
ami  confidence  shall  be  thy  strength. 

If,  ray  dear  friend,  thou  shouUUi  have  to  go  again  into  the  furnace 
of  aHUcUoii,  if  He  who  was  seen  walking  in  the  midst  of  the  fire  with 
tha  thrrie  diildren,  be  with  thee,  thou  wilt  have  to  rejoice,  and  not  to 
iKtish  tliy  suffering  less.  If  it  was  fn  my  power,  I  should  be  glad  lu  bear 
a  part  of  thy  ^uflorings ;  but  that  eaimot  be.  May  his  eternal  power 
be  ttademcath  to  support  thee* 


Jtolieve  me  to  be  thy  diueere  and  affectionate  friend, 

John  Bearo. 

From  Warrington  I  returned  again  to  Liverpool,  and  stayed 
$k  few  days  more,  and  then  went  to  Manchester  and  attended 
tlMir  Qaarterly  Meeting,  which  took  place  on  the  19th  and 
2Dtli  of  9th  rao»,  where  it  was  my  lot  to  be  silent,  but  my 
d«ir  friend  C.  Osborn  had  good  service.  Frotn  Manchester 
I  returned  again  to  Liverpool,  from  whence  I  embarked  for 
Ireiaiidf  atid  landed  at  Belfast,  after  a  comfortable  passage  of 
eigbteen  bourt),  on  seventh  day«  the  22d  of  9tli  mo.,  having 
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my  dear  friend  George  Crosfield  for  ray  companion  ;  and  on 
first  day,  attended  their  fore  and  afternoon  meetings  at  Bel- 
fast ;  both  open,  favored  meetings,  but  the  last  long  silent. 
Next  day  I  went  to  Antrim,  and  had  a  pretty  close,  search- 
ing time  with  *he  few  there,  having  to  say  that  I  believed 
some  of  them  had  known  better  days.  These  were  earnestly 
exhorted  to  repent  and  do  their  first  works.  From  hence  we 
went  to  Low  Grange,  and  next  day  had  an  opportunity  with 
Friends  and  a  few  of  their  neighbors,  which  was  a  pretty 
open  time.  After  meeting  we  travelled  twenty-three  Irish 
miles,  to  Lisburn,  and  lodged  at  James  N.  Richardson's,  and 
the  day  following  had  meetings  at  Ballindery  and  Hillsbo- 
rough, The  former  a  precious  opportunity,  the  latter  long 
silent  and  laboriousj  with  some  very  close,  searching  labor 
towards  the  conclusion.  We  dined  with  the  wife  and  chil- 
dren of  our  friend  Jacob  Green,  who  was  now  gone  on  a 
gospel  errand  to  America — a  plain,  interesting  family.  We 
returned  again  to  Lisburn  with  Aima  Richardson  and  her 
daughter  Sarah,  who  had  accompanied  us  to  the  last  two 
meetings. 

On  fifth  day,  the  27th,  we  attended  their  mid-week  meet- 
ing at  Lisburn,  which  was  open  and  satisfactory.  On  sLxth 
day  the  28th,  I  received  letters  from  ray  wife  and  daughter 
Lydia,  informing  me  of  the  death  of  my  dear  daughter,  Han- 
nah C.  Wilbur*  She  had  been  sick  about  six  months,  some- 
times apparently  convalescing,  and  then  again  more  poorly, 
so  that  my  accounts  of  her  had  been  variable,  and  my  mind 
had  been  much  afflicted,  on  account  of  the  sore  trial  to  my 
family,  as  well  as  on  account  of  her  sickness  and  the  proba- 
ble result  of  it ;  and  my  state  of  separation  from  them  and 
from  ray  poor,  languishing  child ;  and  I  Jiot  permitted  per- 
sonally to  participate  with  them  in  this  great  trial  and  afflic- 
tion. I  was  brought  into  deep  searching  of  heart  regarding 
this,  my  absence  fi"om  my  family  ;  but  could  not  find  that  I 
was  out  of  my  place  in  the  will  of  my  divine  Master,  nor 
could  I  feel  easy,  from  the  first,  to  return  to  America,  in  order 
to  see  my  dear  child  before  she  should  go  hence,  until  my 
service  in  this  land  be  finished ;  so  I  endeavored  to  be  resigned 
to  God's  will,  and  wait  his  disposal  of  all  things  which  per- 
tain to  me  and  mine,  and  to  commit  all  into  his  hands.     But 
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when  ray  apprehensions  were  realized,  nature  melted ; 
I  could  do  no  less  than  shed  a  flood  of  tears  I  But  in  the 
^t  of  all,  as  the  account  of  her  preparation  for  the  event, 
her  resignation,  were  so  satisfactory,  I  endeavored  to  re- 

lin  my  grief,  and  to  moderate  my  weeping  for  the  loss  of  my 
child ;  and  for  the  afltction  of  my  dear  wife  and  beloved 

Idren. 
^Ofl  this  occasion  he  wrote  to  his  family  as  follows  : — 

^^^^P  Ltsbarn,  near  Belftmt,  Irelnnd,  0th  tno.  3&th,  HUdS. 

^^StAB  Wins  Ajrv  cniu>BKif, 

^B  Whilst  at  breakfast  this  morning  1  received  the  letters  bearing 
^■l  8ih  mo.  25Lh,  which  brought  to  me  the  solemn  aiid  hcari-tendenng 
Hbount  of  the  change  that  hm^  trnnspired  in  our  little  company — that 
one  of  Qs  is  no  more  !  And  however  snlkl  and  satislkctory  the  cvi- 
^knee,  Uiul  her  pn^cioiis  purified  spirit  lias  gone  to  join  the  saints  in 
I,  when  that  which  I  had  greatly  feiircij  was  confirnjed  to  me  as 
re^illy  taken  place,  my  heart  was  filled  with  grief»  and  mine 
puuit<J  forth  a  flo<jd  of  tears!  and  great  was  and  is  the  eotnrnis- 
tion  which  I  feel  on  heraccount.  Dear  latnh!  suffering — lungui-ih- 
in  ileaUi  f^-called  lo  leave  her  dear,  already  bereaved  mother,  and 
I'ho  on  her  lap  were  borne,  save  that  tittle  innocent  which  went 
! — nor  father  there  to  help  to  raise  her  hope — on  whom  to  rest 
drtK>piiig  head,  or  unto  whom  to  give  her  feeble  hand!  Oh  I  could 
I,  hat  for  an  hour,  have  soothed  her  lovely  spirit !  But  why  lament? — 
\m9A  more  tlmn  earth  could  give.  A  precious  mother  by  her  bed,  a 
littltt  hrolbvr — sisters  dear  around.  And  what  wast  more,  and  over 
fix  tluit  earth  can  give,  the  angel  of  God's  love,  I  trust,  was  there — 
►rtcd  her — supfKirted  all !  But  now  I  know  that  all  the  parental 
ig,  and  all  the  longing  of  spirit,  cannot  reach  or  avail  her  in  her 
Then  I  will  endeavor,  and  let  u^  all  endeavor,  my  dear  be- 
tncasnre.s  to  refrain  from  weeping,  and  to  forego  lamentation 
account ;  for  I  am  assured,  that  jou  have  done  the  whole  of 
part,  *nd  as  nnieh  of  mine  as  was  prnclicable ;  and  ihat  all  haa 
dune  diat  could  have  been  done ;  and  if  perfect  acquiescence 
experience,  then  I  trust  we  shall  see  that  all  is  in  the  order- 
\ot  Divine  Providence,  and  that  all  is  well.  And  O,  1  dei^ire,  how- 
trying*  not  to  murmur  or  complain  of  hin  di^pen:^ation!$.  The 
ig  of  great  {sympathy  now  runs  like  a  stream  towards  you  who 
wiloeMes  of  the  scene  of  affliction  ;  and  at  the  same  time,  my 
lo^  1  have  a  heavy  portion  here  in  a  strange  land  and  antong 
}  bat  still  there  are  some,  where  I  now  am,  who  are  not 
Witttlfi^  in  sympathy  and  commisenition.      My  dear  friend  George 
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Crosfieltl  is  here  with  me,  and  is  a  friend  indeed,  and  sticks  as  close 
as  a  brother.  And  my  friends,  Janice  N.  Richardson  and  family,  at 
whose  liouRf  I  now  am,  nre  exceedingly  kind  and  affeetionjite  to  me, 
none  coy  Id  bo  more  so,  I  had  already  been  here  for  two  or  three 
days,  and  linve  been  attending  meetings  in  the  neighborhood,  and  re- 
turning; but  to-day  had  been,  before,  reserved  for  writing;  and  it  ts 
n^ell  tliat  I  bad  no  appointment  for  it ;  for  truly  I  could  not  liava 
attended  a  meeting  to-day  ;  and  it  seein.^  now  a*  if  it  would  be  very 
trying  to  attend  those  whieb  had  been  already  notified  for  the  three 
following  days ;  still,  I  hope  my  mind  will  get  a  little  settled  by  to- 
morrow. My  way  leads  towards  Dublin,  where  I  had  expected  to 
arrive  on  the  thinl  or  fourth  of  next  week»  My  health  is  good,  only 
as  thi!^  day's  mental  excitement  has  produced  sume  lieaduche,  which  I 
hope  a  good  night's  rest  will  relieve.  I  came  from  Liverpool  by  ttl 
steam-ve5-"5f  1  to  Belfa-it,  where  we  landed  live  daya  ago,  and  had  a  very 
fine  |)a»sagc.  We  did  not  come  to  Ireland  rjuite  as  soon  as  I  had  con- 
tem[tlated ;  but  1  apprehend  my  ^tay  will  not  be  very  long.  I  have 
as  yet  toiuid  an  open  door  here  ;  the  meetings  have  mostly  been  muck 

favored. 

JouK  Wilbur. 

On  seventh  day,  the  29t.h,  we  had  a  favored  and  open 
meeting  at  Lurgan,  and  on  first  clay  morning  at  Rich  ill,  ia 
which  ability  was  given  to  exalt  the  kingdom  of  Christ  above* 
that  of  the  prince  of  darkness.  In  the  evening,  at  Moyallen, 
long  silent  and  painful ;  when  I  thought  the  time  had 
nearly  come  to  conclude  the  meeting,  a  few  words  sprung  up, 
altogether  unexpectedly,  with  an  impulse  to  repeat  them  in 
the  meeting;  which  done,  others  came^  and  so,  from  less  to 
more,  the  opening  increased^  and  a  searching  time  ensued 
among  them  ;  the  trumpet  of  alarm  was  sounded,  and  a  prep- 
aration for  a  readiness  to  receive  the  last  messenger,  was 
closely  recommended* 

On  second  day  we  had  a  large  meeting  at  Grange,  near 
Charlemont,  where  the  doctrine  of  the  fall,  and  the  means  of 
redemption,  were  largely  set  forth.  This  is^  I  think,  tbe  largest 
country  meeting  I  have  raet  with  in  Europe.  After  this 
meeting  I  returned  with  my  dear  frietid,  James  N.  Richardson, 
who  had  been  with  me  for  the  last  few  days,  to  his  house,  and 
tarried  there  several  days,  being  considerably  indisposed. 

On  seventh  day,  the  6th  of  10th  mo,  travelled  by  coach 
seventy-two  Irish  miles,  to  Dublin,  with  J.  N.  Richardson  for 
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my  companion.  Here,  next  day,  I  attended  their  fore  and 
fternoon  meetings,  which  were  solid  season s,  especially  the 
jt.  On  second  day  we  travelled  sixty-three  miles  in  ihe 
same  way,  to  Enniscorthy,  and  witli  us  also  in  the  coach  was 
our  friend  Sarah  White,  a  minister  of  Dublin.  Next  day, 
attended  their  Monthly  Meeting  here,  whieh  was  a  favored, 
open  time.  From  Enidscorthy,  we  went  the  same  evening, 
with  the  same  frieiuis,  J.  N.  R.  and  S,  W,  to  Forest,  where, 
next  day,  we  had  a  meetitjg  to  the  searching  of  some  hearts; 
in  which  also  S.  W.  appeared  acceptably,  both  in  testimony 
and  supplication.  After  this  we  went  to  Ross,  and  had  a 
public  meeting  there — open  and  favored.  Here  we  lodged  at 
Samuel  Buy's,  who  went  with  us  next  morning  to  Waterford, 
where  we  attended  their  mid-week  meeting ;  large,  but  long 
silent  and  laborious  ;  and  never,  to  my  recollection,  did  I  feel 
more  empty  of  any  good  thing;  but  after  the  meeting  had 
been  sitting  nearly  the  tissual  time,  my  way  was  opened,  and 
I  had  a  close  soul-searching  testimony  among  them,  wherein 
Bome  present  were  told  the  danger  of  their  standing,  and  I 
believe  their  ground  was  shaken.  We  took  tea  at  evening 
with  an  ancient  Friend  by  the  name  of  Mary  Watson,  a  niece 
of  Samuel  Fothergiil.  She  has  long  been  an  honest  and 
eminent  laborer  in  the  service  of  the  gospel.  She  told  me 
that  when  she  went  to  meeting  tliat  day,  she  was  very  desir- 
ous that  the  stranger  might  be  favored  to  get  down  to  a  clear 
flight  of  their  condition  ;  and  now  she  rejoiced  that  her  desire 
had  been  realized ;  adding,  that  on  several  such  occasions  of 
late,  the  preaching  had  appeared  to  her  to  have  been  too  nmch 
on  the  surface  of  things. 

On  sixth  day  I  travelled  to  Yo  ugh  all,  and  had  a  meeting 
there  the  same  evening;  in  which  those  present  were  exhorted 
to  "  prove  all  things  and  to  hold  fast  that  which  is  good ; " 
and  in  the  course  of  my  testimony,  I  eaiiie  to  the  passage, 
**  thy  days  are  numbered — thou  art  weighed  in  the  balance 
and  found  wanting;'*  and  I  hope  it  proved  a  profitable  meet- 
ing.  Here  I  lodged  at  Abram  Fisher's.  Next  day,  travelled 
about  thirty  Irish  miles  to  Cork,  where  on  the  first  of  the  week, 
I  attended  their  morning  meeting,  which  proved  a  truly  inter- 
esting time ;  and  feeling  a  concern  to  have  a  meeting  with 
the  townspeople,  it  was  held  at  sLx  o'clock  in  the  evening.  1 
13 
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waa  extensively  engaged  among  them  in  support  of  the  doc- 
trine of  Christ's  outward  coining,  his  chameter,  oflices,  and 
saerilice  for  sin,  as  well  as  of  his  inward  and  gtpirlttial  ap- 
pearance. 

A  letter  was  received  about  this  time  from  Margaret  Croa- 
field,  from  which  the  foiiowing  is  an  extract : — 

"  Mowt  VemoD,  0th  of  10th  tno.,  18SS. 

**  I  aoi  much  engaged  at  presenl,  widi  company  slaying  at  our  house 
and  gevend  other  ways,  but  I  am  not  willing  to  omit  sendiag  thee  a 
lino,  though  hrief,  fjxpressive  of  ray  continued  aJfectionate  remembrance 
of  thee«  and  sympnlhetic  feeling  in  ttiis  sorrowful  event  that  is  permit- 
teil  thee  iu  the  removsil  of  tliy  dear  daughter. — It  is  a  sore  trial  to 
tliose  that  are  left;  I  know  what  it  is;  hut  for  the  dear  objeots  of  our 
love,  when  we  have  hope  that  all  is  well  with  ihetn,  we  ctuiuot  moura 
their  removul  from  a  world  in  which  even  the  hesi  and  mo*t  pi-osperoua 
have  many  hi  Iter  tjwpr*  to  drink  of.  *  *  *  *  *  I  cnive  that  thou  may 
be  .supported  under  this  sharp  trial,  whenever  I  think  of  thee,  which  is 
often,  and  tliy  dear  wife  also. 

."I  carefully  transeribed  thy  manuscript  while  G.  C.  was  with  diee, 
and  Thos»  Tlobj^on  has  rend,  and  t!iiuk3  well  of  it ;  and  it  has  been  re- 
vised again  by  my  husband,  and  I  expect  will  be  in  the  press,  a  part 
of  it  at  least,  by  the  middle  of  the  week. 


"  I  have  had  the  children  very  poorly,  but  they  are  better  now,  and 
I  have  a  cold  myself,  but  my  mind  is  very  well,  and  resolute  in  carry- 
iog  forward  the  [>nbliailion  of  these  letten*,  believing  the  very  fulness 
of  time  is  come  for  something  of  the  kind  to  be  given  forth,  for  the  com- 
fort and  encouragement  of  many  faithful  Friends,  the  strengthening 
of  the  weak  and  wavering,  and  the  inslruclion  of  the  ignorant ;  and 
I  am  satisfied  in  diat  it  has,  in  any  degi-ee,  fallen  to  our  lot  to  iisiiist  in 
raising  again  the  ancient  tiiandard  of  Tnith  in  this  country,  where  Geo. 
Fox  so  faithfully  labored ;  and  that  which  it  will  expose  us  to,  trom 
loose  and  careless  professors,  we  are  willing  to  bear  fur  Jesus  Christ's 
sake. — And  now,  1  believe,  I  muiat  bid  thee  fare  well,  and  in  a  near 
feeling  of  love  and  unity,  remain  thy  affectionate  friend, 

**MAKr»ARET    G-    CHOSFrELU," 

On  second  day,  we  travelled  fifty  miles  to  Limerick,  and 
next  day  atte tided  their  Monthly  Meeting,  to  much  satisfac- 
tion. On  fourth  day,  we  went  to  Cionmel,  and  lodged  at  our 
ancient  friend  Sarah  Grubb's,  at  a  hanolet  called  Anner  Mills ; 
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an  elder  worthy  of  double  honor.   On  the  next  day,  we  at- 
their  mid-week  meelirig,  and  in  it  some  close  counsel 
offered  to  a  state  of  unfaithfulness.     Two  dear  Friends 
witness  to  the  appropriateness  of  such  counsel.     On  the 
afternoon,  I  visited  the  school  formerly  established  and 
owed  by  Robert  and  Sarah  Grubb,  and  had  a  religious 
rtunity  with  the  girb.     At  Cloiimel,  I  also  met  with  a 
minister   by   the  name  of  Ann    Moore,  and  became 
re  acquainted  with  her  at  the  eusuirig  Quarterly  Meeting 
Waterford*     On  sixth  day  evening,  went  to  M^'aterford,  in 
to  attend  the  Qnarterly  Meeting  there ;  where  1  was 
the  satne  evening,  by  my  dear  friend   Chas.  Osborn,  he 
Ying  crossed  the  Channel^  this  day,  from  Milford  Haven,  in 
ales.    We  were  mutually  glad  to  meet  again.     On  seventh 
20th|   attended   the    Select   Quarterly   Meeting,  which 
ved  to  be  a  strengthening  time.     On  first  day,  tlie  21st, 
were  held  two  meetings  for  worship  for  the  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing of  MuBster  Province.      In  the   morning,  the  weight  of 
pubUc  labor  fell  to  ray  lot,  and  my  mouth  was  largely  opened 
„  io  declaring  the  gospel  of  life  and  salvation.     In  the  evenings 
^b}'  friend  Charles  Osborn  was  pretty  large  and  lively  in  the 
^DUUstry.     On  second  day,  the  men  and  women  Friends  met 
separately  to  transact  the  business  of  the  Society.    In  that  of 
tbe  men  I  was  silent,  but  feeling  an  engagement  to  sit  a  little 
wilh  the  women,  I  had  a  precious,  open  time  with  them,  both 
ill  testimony  and  supplication. 

On  third  day,  they  held  another  meeting  for  worship,  as  a 
paitiog  opportunity,  in  which  many  testimonies  were  borne, 
tntt  I  was  silent,  although  I  had  an  opening  pretty  early  in 
Uie  meeting;  but  there  occurred  so  rapid  a  succession  of 
ofledjigs,  that  I  did  not  get  fon^ard  to  relieve  my  mind,  and 
•o  canied  away  somethiiig  of  a  burden  with  me.  At  the 
school  meeting  in  the  evening,  which  is  a  meeting  for  wor- 
alup«  and  open  to  all,  I  was  exercised  in  imparting  some 
oouosel  to  parents,  and  had  much  peace  in  it  Whilst  here, 
I  lodged  at  Joseph  Strangman's,  and  went  several  times  to 
vliit  dear  old  Mary  Watson,  yet  green  and  lively,  both  in  her 
oooYenatioD  and  ministry.  Ofi  fourth  day  morning,  with  C. 
O*  and  J.  N.  R.  for  company,  I  went  by  coach  to  Carlow, 
we  had  a  mcGtiDg  the  same  evening,  and  I  had  mueli 
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close  labor  among  them,  and  C.  O.  not  altogether  silent 
On  fifth  day,  we  had  a  meeting  at  Kileonner,  where  the  pub- 
lic service  fell  to  C,  Osborn.  After  meeting,  to  Ballitore, 
where,  next  day^  we  had  a  meeting,  open  and  favored,  and, 
in  the  evening,  had  a  religious  opportunity  with  the  scholars, 
at  tlieir  board ing-sehool.  Next  day,  parting  with  C.  O.  and 
J.  N.  R.,  who  went  directly  to  Dublin,  James  Forbes  came 
here  and  took  me  to  his  honse,  at  a  place  called  Cliristian 
Town,  and  next  day  I  attended  their  meeting  at  Rathaiiganj 
in  which  my  service  was  extensive.  Next  day,  James  Forbes 
bearing  me  company,  we  had  a  meeting  at  Edenderry,  and 
then  at  Moate,  Killconner,  and  Monntmelick,  which  were  aH 
satisfactory,  and  the  states  of  the  people,  in  measure,  minis- 
tered to.  From  Monntmelick,  I  went  home  with  my  com-  ! 
panion,  and,  next  day,  to  Dublin  ;  and  there,  on  first  day,  the 
4th  of  11th  mo,,  I  again  attended  their  large  meeting,  and 
was  livingly  opened  in  testimony  and  supplication,  and  led^^ 
to  pray  that  the  little  service  done  in  this  nation  might  be^| 
as  a  nail  in  a  sure  place,  not  to  be  moved. 

Afternoon,  I  was  at  their  meeting  at  Kingston,  which 
seemed  painful  at  first,  but  ended  well.  And  now,  on  the  5th 
of  11th  mo.,  feeling  clear  of  Ireland,  and  expecting  to  embark 
on  board  a  steam-packet,  at  five  o'clock  this  evening,  for  Liver^ 
pool ;  it  seems  proper  for  me  to  say,  in  conclusion  of  my  visit 
to  this  nation,  that,  during  my  service  here,  it  has  been  my 
lot  to  endure  many  inward  and  spiritual  baptisms,  as  a  con- 
tinual preparation  for  the  service  of  the  gospel  in  this  part  of 
the  vineyard;  but  the  blessed  Helper  has  been  near,  and  pre- 
pared the  way  before  me,  and  has  given  me  strength  to  labor 
(as  I  hope)  with  some  degree  of  success;  and  I  trust  that 
his  name  has  not  been  dishonored  thereby.  This,  however,  1 
must  say,  in  humble  thankfulness,  that  a  flow  of  sweet  peace 
is  my  joyful,  though  unmerited  portion;  and  the  language  of 
my  heart  is,  "  The  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory  are 
thine ! " 

At  the  house  of  Samuel  Barclay,  at  Kingston,  near  Dub- 
lin harbor,  we  had  a  solid  parting  opportunity  with  divers 
Friends  ;  and  our  spirits  were  baptized  together  into  that  feel- 
ing which  hath  no  fellow,  and  prayers  were  offered  up  for 
one  another,  and  our  hearts  were  melted  into  contrition  and 
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great  tenderness,  under  the  prospect  that  we  should  meet  no 
more  in  this  world. 

We  arrived  safely  in  Liverpool  the  next  morning,  after  a 
►isterous  passage  ;  both  C  Osborn  and  myself  were  very 
L-sick.  This  was  on  the  6th  of  11th  mo.,  and  we  stayed 
over  their  meeting  on  fifth  day,  the  8th,  where  both  were 
silent*  On  sixth  day,  the  9th,  with  Ralph  Neild  for  my  com- 
panion, I  set  out  for  Yorkshire;  went  to  Manchester  that 
oigbt,  and,  next  day,  to  Sheffield,  where^  on  the  day  follow- 
iog,  which  was  first  of  the  week,  we  attended  their  meetings ; 
i^iCD,  anci  considerably  enlarged  in  the  morning,  but  silent  in 
the  afternoon.  Here  I  lodged  again  with  my  dear  friend 
^tlJiam  Hargreaveg,  under  whose  roof  I  felt  very  comfort- 
>le.  After  the  meetings  at  Shetlield,  we  lodged  at  Sarah 
Smith's,  out  or  town,  and  on  third  day,  we  had  a  good,  open 
meeting  at  Doncaster,  where  the  gospel  ran  like  a  stream. 
Aiternoon^  went  to  Ackworth,  where,  the  day  following,  we 
•at  with  them  in  their  meeting;  which,  though  long  silent,  as 
to  nayself,  was,  in  the  end,  a  favored  meeting.  In  this  meet- 
ing, the  governess  of  the  girls'  school  was  favored  to  bear  a 
precious  testimony,  in  the  life  and  power  of  Truth*  From 
hence,  after  parting  with  this  interesting  family,  we  went  to 
Leeds,  where,  on  the  evening  of  the  15th,  we  had  a  meeting, 
gnach  to  my  relief. 

Wliile  at   Ackworth  he  wrote  as  follows  to  his  wife  and 
children : — 


Ackworth  School,  11th  aio.  13th,  isaa. 


WVK  A3n>  CHILD FiBN. 


Wisek  ago  to-duy,  in  conip«iiy  wiili  my  dear  friend  C.  Osborne, 
I  arrived  at  Liver|X)o!  from  Ireland,  and  on  tlie  next  day,  I  wrote  lo 
our  son  A  C.  W^  and  after  it  was  too  late  lo  write  by  the  packet  on 
the  8th  thy  acceptable  letter  of  lOih  ino.  4ih*  dit^ecifd  to  cne  at 
Ihiblin  cani4^  to  hand,  having  lain  in  Liverpool,  enclosed  in  a  parcel,  for 
ten  days  ;  by  some  mL^take  failing  to  he  forwarded.  I  directod  A.  lo 
tranMuir  to  thee  the  suWtance  of  mine  lo  liiin,  by  winch  I  suppose  thou 
will  liave  Iwcome  ac<)uainted  ere  thou  receive  thLi,  of  my  return  from 
Ireibuid*  liealth,  SiC,  But  still  it  may  be  eome  coiv^UitiuQ  for  nie  to 
«,y  in  this,  thflt  in  the  exercise  of  my  gospel  laljors  there,  the  blessed 
Helper  wa^  mer^tifully  very  near  to  give  strength  to  do  his  own 
work,  far  bcyonci  what  I  had  a  right  to  expect  through  *o  weak  an 
;  and  I  was  enabled  to  leave  that  field  of  labor  in  great 
13  • 
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quieiiiess  and  peace  j  by  ivhich  1  have  reason  to  hope  that  my  work  in 
thill  njilion  is  clone.  On  sixtli  duy  nimriinji;  la^L  I  left  C.  0»  at  Liver* 
]>ool  ami  went  ilhet'tly  io  the  re^iidfrice  ut'  my  Irientl  Ralpii  Neild  at 
Warnnglon,  who  now  joined  me  ns  <:'oin|>anion,  and  we  went  lo  Man- 
chester the  same  night,  and  on  seventh  day  to  Shefiield  to  Willuun 
Ilargreaves,  wliose  daughter  Lydia,  a  minister  well  beloved,  desires  her 
deur  lave  to  thee  ;  and  having  lost  htir  ojily  .sister  since  I  was  last  there, 
she  ;«t;ums  to  kfiow  how  to  symiiathize  witli  us  in  our  afflictions,  TVe 
stayed  tliere  two  meetings,  and  yesterday  went  to  Doncaster,  and  last 
evenin*^  vi>itt?d  Martha  Smith,  a  very  valuable  minister  now  in  declin- 
\nii  hridth;  and  in  a  liltte  sulid  season  with  her,  after  I  had  spoken  of 
the  happy  union  of  the  disciples  of  ChrisT,  she  ponied  forth  a  solac- 
ing testimony  of  love  and  fellow-feeling  with  me,  in  the  most  endear- 
ing manner ;  and  also  of  her  sympathy  with  thee  and  the  children  in 
my  ahsenre  ;  and  expressed  propheticidty  her  belief  that  she  saw  in  the 
openings  of  light  that  I  should  be  again  restored  io  t/ott  in  peace,  which 
to  me  were  preeious  exi>res-?ions.  We  had  a  meeting  there  this  morn- 
ings yavy  open  and  lu'ceious,  and  arrived  here  abonl  four  o'clock,  where 
Kohert  Whitaker  and  wife  bade  iia  a  hearty  wekome.  We  expect  to 
attend  meeting  here  to-uiorrow,  and  on  fifth  day  to  go  to  Leeds  and 
have  a  meeting  there,  then  to  York  on  nixih  day,  and  thus  to  finish 
wit!»  Yorkshire  ;  to  a  few  places  within  which  I  have  had  many  times 
lo  lo<jk  baek  since  I  was  here  before.  On  second  day  we  expect  to  go 
diruetly  into  Lincolnshire  and  so  enter  on  a  visit  to  the  five  remaining 
counties  on  that  side  of  England  containing  about  forty  meetings;  but 
as  they  lie  pretty  scattering  will  probably  occupy  nie  till  some  time  in 
the  Hrst  month,  when  if  welh  I  expect  to  go  up  to  London,  and  attend 
som*^  meeting -5  again  there  and  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  during  the 
winirr,  and  h«  ready,  if  Providence  permit,  to  embark  early  in  the 
spring  ;  and  if  blessed  with  the  incomes  of  pe^ice  which,  in  connection 
with  the  honor  of  the  good  Name  is  most  of  all  to  he  desired,  will  be  a 
joyful  day  to  me,  proliably  as  much  so  as  any  that  I  have  ever  experi- 
enced ;  and  towards  which  I  dare  not  presumingly  look,  knowing  that 
all  tilings  jfet  to  come  are  in  the  liatids  of  the  Great  DisfHJser  of  events. 

•  *  *  *  *  Jl>HK    WllBUR. 


A  disposition  is  making  its  appearance  in  divers  places  in 

this  nation,  and  amotig  Friends,  to  tliink  very  little  of  the 
cross  of  Christ,  practically,  and  to  plead  for  liberality,  both  of 
faith  and  practice  ;  the  perceptible  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
is  mournfully  deprecated  by  many  members  of  our  Society ; 
some  of  them  in  conspicuous  standi ng,  are  now  disposed  to 


DEPARTITRE  FROM  THE  PBTMTTI\T  DOCTBINES  OF  FRFEKDS.  151 

put  the  Scriptures  in  the  place  of  the  Spiritj  and  seem  ready 
-to  bold  them  as  the  only  rule  of  faith  and  practice,  or  guid- 
BDoe  of  Christians.  This  dereliction  from  principle,  and  inno- 
vation upon  the  always  acknowledged  doctrine  of  our  Society, 
IDtist  have  originated  in  the  insidious  wiles  of  the  enemy, — 
m  want  of  experience,  and  of  the  true  knowledge  uf  God 
through  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ;  and  by  having 
their  minds  darkened  through  disobedience  and  nnhelief  in 
the  tme  shining  of  the  everlasting  light  and  gospel  of  Christ; 
thus  becoming  disposed  to  throw  otf  and  reject  the  needful 

Ktraints  of  it ;  and,  notwithstanding  they  fully  acknowledge 
propitiatory  sacrifice,  with  its  blessed  effects  for  tlie  remis- 
sion of  sins,  and  place  great  dependence  upon  it,  yet,  at  the 
saroe  time,  Christ  crucified,  is  to  them,  as  to  the  Jews  and 
Greeks  formerly,  to  the  one  a  stumbling-block,  and  to  the 
other,  foolishness.  And  there  is  much  reason  to  fear  that  these 
wif«  and  learned  professors  under  our  name,  who  seem  dis* 
posted  to  look  down  rather  contemptuously  upon  the  old  sort 
of  Friends,  are  designing  to  bring  about  a  change,  in  some  of 
the  prominent  and  essential  doctrines  of  our  Society, — such 
as  the  ministry  and  worship;  than  which  there  can  hardly  be 
any  two  named,  subordinate  to  that  of  faith  in  God  and  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  which  are  more  essential  to  the  preser- 
vfition  and  support  of  our  religious  compact 

It  is  very  evident,  that  if  we  should  come  to  believe  that 
the  Scriptures,  of  themselves,  are  a  sufficient  guide  in  all  the 
walks  of  a  Christian  life,  then  our  silent,  spiritual  worship  will 
ere  long,  sink  into  disuse,  and  our  faith  in  the  immediate 
renewing  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  on  every  occasion  of  the  miuis- 
tr)%  will  be  exploded.    This  result  is  a  consequence  that  must 

I      unavoidably  follow  such  a  faith  concerning  the  Holy  Scrip- 

L    tores,  however   excellent  they   are,  in  subordination  to  the 

Htepirii  which  gave  them  forth. 

"  From  Leeds,  1  went  to  Rawden,  and  on  the  17th  of  11th 
month  we  went  to  York,  and  next  day,  the  first  of  the  week, 
attended  meetings  there,  but  I  was  silent  in  both.  Here  I 
nrstrd  one  day ;  and  called  to  take  leave  of  many  of  our  dear 
friends,  among  whom  were  William  and  Ann  Alexander, 
Hnnnah  Murray,  dec. 

On  third  day  morning,  the  20th,  we  went  to  Thorne,  and 
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had  an  evening  meeting  there,  which  was  open  and  good, 

and  next  day  to  Gainsborough,  in  Lincolnshire,  where  next 
morning,  we  had  an  open,  favored  meeting,  in  which  bumii- 
ity  and  meekness  were  spoken  of,  as  being  prominent  traits 
in  the  Christian  character.  Tlie  same  afternoon,  we  set  out 
for  Broughton,  and  travelled  about  twenty  miles  to  Lincoln, 
an  ancient  city,  and  the  metropolis  of  the  county*  Here  we 
had  an  interview  with  a  few  not  of  our  Society,  but  who  meet 
together  on  the  iirtjt  day  of  the  week,  at  one  of  their  houses, 
in  the  manner  of  Friends ;  and,  with  these,  we  had  a  little 
nieeting  in  our  room  at  the  inn  ;  towards  whom  counsel  and 
encouragement  were  extended.  Next  day,  the  23d,  we  arrived 
at  Broughton,  and  had  an  open,  weighty  meeting,  in  which 
the  persuasive  language  of  invitation  flowed  freely.  The  day 
following  we  travelled  twenty-eight  miles  to  Boston j  and  the 
next  day  had  a  meeting  there  for  them,  and  for  Leak  and 
Wainfleet,  three  small  meetings  together;  the  members  where- 
of nearly  all  attended.  On  the  day  preceding,  and  through 
the  night  and  this  morning,  my  mind  had  been  greatly  exer- 
cised and  bowed  down  before  the  Lord,  under  a  sense  of  my 
own  great  weakness  and  frailty  ;  being  almost  ready  to  fear 
that  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  were  entirely  taken  from  me ; 
but  after  sitting  in  this  meeting  for  a  considerable  time,  mider 
the  same  weight,  my  blessed  Redeemer  renewed  in  me  again 
the  word  of  life,  and  I  felt  to  myself  like  one  newly  risen 
from  the  dead ;  and  to  my  own  a*?tonishment  a  trumpet  of 
alarm  was  given  me  to  sound  among  those  gathered,  I  be- 
lieve, to  the  awakening  of  many  minds.  After  this  meeting, 
we  went  to  Spalding,  and  lodged  at  William  Massey's,  where 
1  received  comfortable  letters  from  several  friends  in  England, 
Here  next  day  I  had  an  interesting  meeting  with  Friends  and 
a  few  Methodists,  and  in  it  was  much  opened  on  the  subject 
of  Divine  knowledge,  and  the  several  means  by  which  it  was 
revealed  to  the  children  of  men,  together  with  some  remarks 
upon  sanctification,  and  the  baptism  of  the  spirit. 

Next  we  proceeded  to  Gedney,  and  lodged  at  the  house  of 
our  valued  friend  Jonathan  Hutchinson.  Here  we  had  a 
meeting  on  the  day  following,  in  which  I  had  much  to  say^  on 
the  obligation  that  rests  upon  us,  to  the  support  of  our  pecu- 
liar doctrines  as  a  people. 
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Oil  fourth  day  the  28th,  in  company  with  J.  H.  and  daugh- 
ter, we  w^ent  to  Wisbeach,  and  next  day,  had  a  meeting  with 
the  few  Friends  there,  in  which  it  appeared  to  me  that  my  lot 
WTis  to  be  silent.  They  were  not,  however,  without  several 
attempts  from  others.  After  this  we  went  to  March  in 
Cambridgeshire,  and  had  a  meeting  the  same  evening,  in 
•which  the  people  were  reminded  of  the  necessity  of  knowing 
oar  infirmities,  and  of  asking  and  receiving  a  portion  of  the 
dirine  Spirit,  whereby  these  infirmities  are  helped,  and  we  are 
enabled  to  cease  from  doing  evil,  and  to  learn  to  do  well.  It 
wad  an  open,  good  meeting,  though  most  of  those  present 
-were  uot  Enembera  of  our  Society.  Next  day,  the  30th,  we 
went  to  Downham,  where  the  day  following  we  had  a  meeting 
with  the  few  friends  living  there,  and  it  was  a  close,  seaich- 
mg  time,  for  it  seemed  as  if  religion  was  at  a  low  ebb  here. 
The  same  afternoon  w^e  went  to  Lynn,  and  lodged  at  James 
and  Cordelia  Buyes's  where  next  day,  the  first  of  the  week, 
and  2d  of  12th  month  we  had  a  meetings  first  with  Friends  and 
sQcb  aa  usually  attend,  and  in  the  evening  with  others.  Both 
af  these  were  solid,  interesting  meetings,  in  which  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Ancient  of  Days  w  as  mercifully  felt  to  be  with  us, 
and  overshadowed  us  in  rather  a  remarkable  manner,  espe- 
flialJy  in  the  evening ;  and  1  believe  there  is  a  seed  sown  here 
that  will  take  root  downward  and  shoot  forth  upward,  and 
will  be  gathered  to  the  elect  and  chosen  of  the  Lord. 

We  went  next  to  Wells,  and  ou  the  4th,  sat  with  the  little 
namber  there,  to  whom  the  gospel  was  preached ;  and  then 
we  went  to  Holt,  where  we  had  an  evening  meeting  with  a 
few  friendly  people,  to  whom  the  language  of  encouragement 
flowed  freely  ;  and  here  also  I  was  persuaded  of  a  little  living 
seed,  sown  in  the  hearts  of  some,  and  trust  that  this  seed  was 
watered  from  the  living  fountain,  and  thereby  refreshed  and 
sirangthened.  Next  morning,  we  went  to  North  Walsham, 
and  flat  with  a  few  who  compose  a  meeting  there,  in  which  I 
was  not  able  to  feel  anything  of  the  heavenly  dew  or  rain  for 
a  king  time.  But  at  length  way  seemed  to  open  to  put  to 
them  an  inquiry  of  what  the  cause  might  be,  that  the  heavens 
were  thus  abut  up,  and  such  a  famine  prevailed  in  their  land  ; 
mod  from  a  little,  my  testimony  increased  to  more,  and  I  hope 
Hie  opportunity  turned  to  some  profit    After  this  meeting,  we 
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had  another  at  Lammas,  which,  at  last,  proved  a  pretty  good 

meeting.  Here  we  lodged  at  John  Wright's,  whose  son  went 
with  ua  next  morning  to  Norwich  ;  and  we  attended  their 
mid-week  meeting,  where  there  waa  no  want  of  preaching, — 
and  I  sat  in  silence.  After  meeting,  we  went  to  Grove,  where 
lives  Jane  Gumey,  the  mother  of  Hannah  C\  Backhouse,  now 
with  her  husband,  Jonathan  Backhouse,  on  a  religious  visit  in 
America,  Here  we  found  three  of  their  children,  with  whom, 
and  their  grandmother,  I  felt  much  sympatliy.  On  sixth  day, 
we  had  a  meeting  at  Tasburg,  to  good  satisfaction,  aud  re- 
turned the  same  evening  to  Grove,  On  Brst  day  morning,  1 
was  much  enlarged  in  their  meeting  at  Norwich,  on  the  means 
of  Cliristian  redemption,  and  the  imperative  necessity  of  man's 
cooperating  therewith*  In  the  afternoon  meeting,  I  was  again 
silent,  but  there  was  no  lack  of  preaching.  On  second  day, 
the  10th,  we  went  to  Wymondham.  In  this  meeting,  a  busy 
spirit  made  its  appearance,  by  one  not  belonging  here,  to 
wliich  some  caution  was  administered,  and  Friends  were  in- 
vited to  that  quietness  and  stillness  in  which  God  is  to  be 
known.  Afternoon,  we  went  to  Attleborough,  and  Thomas 
and  Marianne  Baycs  (at  whose  house  we  dined)  went  with 
us;  and  here  we  had  a  renewing  time  with  the  very  few 
Friends  belonging  thereto,  who  were  feelingly  called  upon  to 
diligence  and  earnestness  in  the  important  concern  of  their 
soul's  salvation.  After  this,  we  went  to  Harling,  and  next 
day  attended  their  meeting,  in  which  a  renewed  call  and  in- 
vitation was  extended  to  those  present,  and  especially  to  the 
young  men,  of  whom  there  was  a  considerable  number.  From 
hence  we  went  to  Tivetshall,  and  had  an  evening  meeting 
there,  in  which  the  union  between  Christ  and  his  church,  and 
between  the  members  of  the  body,  was  described.  On  fourth 
day,  we  travelled  34  miles  to  Yarmouth,  and  next  day,  had  a 
heavenly,  baptizing  meeting  there.  In  the  evening,  we  had  a 
meeting  at  Pakefield,  consisting  mostly  of  the  Episcopal  order 
of  people,  and  the  reality  and  substance  of  religion  was  exalted 
above  the  form.  On  sixth  day,  the  14th  of  12th  mo,,  we  went 
to  Leiston,  and  had  a  meeting  there,  in  which  the  trumpet  of 
alarm  was  at  length  sounded,  calling  to  righteousness,  and  to 
a  labor  in  the  garden  of  the  Lord;  and  next  day,  went  to 
Wood  bridge,  where,  on  the  first  of  the  week,  we  were  at  their 
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niorning  meeting,  in  which  the  universality  of  divine  grace, 
and  the  power  of  it,  were  declared  and  supported.  In  the 
evening,  we  had  a  meeting  at  Ipswich,  in  which  our  pablic 
were  extensive  and  arduousj  being  testimony  to  the 
it  necessity  of  humility  and  meeknesg^  and  a  call  was  also 
extended  to  the  wandering  prodigal.  Here  we  lodged  ^vith 
I>ykes  Alexander*  Next  day,  we  went  to  Sodbiiry,  and  had 
an  evening  meeting  with  Frieiidsj  to  good  satisfaction  ;  and 
here  we  stayed  awhile  and  wrote. 

At  this  time  the  following  letter  was  received  : — 

FROM    T.    A.ND    M.    BAYES   TO   J.    W. 

Crowuthorpe,  12ih  mo,,  lOtb,  1882* 

XaiTiKMRt»  A3tV>  DZAK   FRIKKT), 

Thy  kind  invitatiun  to  me  to  atldr'e.ss  a  few  lines  to  thee  before  ihou  left 
KnglamK  1  feel  at  thi»  lime  some  tlogrt'C  of  liberty  to  Ilcce]^t,  for  when 
we  arc  made  sensible  of  how  good  and  how  plea^unt  it  h  for  brethren 
lO  dwell  together  in  unity,  we  are  also  at  times  encouraged  and  strength- 
ened by  remembering  that  the  precious  ointment  upon  the  bend,  tlmt 
fia  down  upon  the  beard,  even  Aaron's  beard,  went  down  to  the  skirts 
of  the  garments,  even  as  the  pure  love  of  the  gospel  tlowii  from  the 
fathers  to  the  children,  from  the  greatest  to  tlie  least,  uniting  in  one 
bond  <»f  discipleship  those  who  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Chri^it  in  sincerity, 
iod  dr'*in\  flbove  all  thing*,  lo  be  made  jmrtakers  of  tlmt  f\jll  and  free 
flalvarion  whieh  is  in  him  alone.  But  ah,  my  dear  frit.'nd,  liow  often 
does  pature  shrink  from  the  many  bitter  cups  and  deep  baptisms  by  and 
Iknmgh  which  we  must  l>eeome  prepared  to  be  partakers  of  this  salva* 
Ikm ;  «nd  if  we  tndy  desire  lo  atiatfi  unto  it — if  we  sincerely  desire  to 
eoduiv  unto  tlie  end,  how  needful  do  1  feol  it  to  be  to  wait  in  daily  re- 
tiremrnt  and  stillness  betbre  Him  who  only  can  renew  our  spiritual 
Ctrengtli,  who  alone  can  enlighten  our  path  and  uphold  our  feet,  that 

9f  tftumble  not  in  the  way.      Thy   caution  to  me-,  concerning  my 

loTfd  diild,  answered  to  the  counsel  of  the  witness  in  my  own  heart; 
tt  lA  no  light  matter  to  know  our  tiifeetion  for  these  precious  charges  to 
Ve  brought  into  and  kept  under  subjection  to  the  love  of  Him  who  hath 
lid,  "*  Wha«o  loveih  son  or  daughter  more  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of 
**  but  my  supplication  is  that  I  may  attain  unto  tin*,  !*o  that  what- 
cirfr  moy  seem  good  unto  Divine  wisdom,  the  language  of  my  soul  may 
be,  in  trulli^  **  Not  my  will^  but  thine  be  done,"  l)el!e%'ing  that  it  i»  in 
llili  mtirr  reaignallon  of  our  own  will,  that  we  are  kept  in  safety^  and 
permiCtisd  to  teil«  of  peace. 

I  belieTe  I  m»y  acknowledge,  dear  friend,  that  thy  late  visit  to  us 
to  csdification  and  to  comfort ; — it  is  sweet  and  pleasant  to  our  re- 
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mc*mbranco,  (I  speak  for  nij  tleur  Imsbaiitl  as  well  a-«  for  myi^clf.)  an  ^ 
our  united  desire  fur  Lliee  i*,  that  He  who  wu  believe  lias  put  ihee  fort'^ti, 
anr!  who  has  also,  we  believe,  gone  before  tliee,  mny  merafuHj  reslt>':«^ 
tJiL*e  to  the  bosom  of  thy  family  in  peace ;  and  tlmagh  it  may  not  l-^»^ 
given  unto  thy  eye  to  see  of  the  travail  of  I  by  soul,  yet  niayesi  ibc^'i 
be  permitted  to  rely  in  faith  on  the  promise  that  the  word  that  goc^crh 
ftirth  oat  of  his  moutli  Fhiill  not  return  unto  Ilira  void»  but  it  sha-^ ^ 
accomplish  that  which  lie  pleased,  and  prosper  in  the  thing  whereto  1^  * 
sent  it.  In  the  love  of  the  j:^o*pel,  we  bid  thee,  dear  frieod,  most  affe^-^" 
tionalely,  farewell^  and  remain  ihy  friends^ 

Thos.  and  HAEIA^7NE  Bates. 

On  fourth  day,  the  i9th,  we  took  public  coach  and  went  ic::^ 
London,   lodging  again    at  Peter  Bedford-s.     On  fifth   day^  -^ 
went  to  Newington,  and  attended  their  mid-week  meeting,  ii::^^ 
which  the  love  of  our  heavenly  Father  was  sweetly  felt,  in  ou*'^ 
silent  sitting  before  Him,  atid  was  afterwards  spoken  of,  anc0L 
all  were  invited  to  come,  taste,  and  see  how  good  the  Lortt 
ia ;  and  my  dear  friend  William  Allen,  corroborated  the  same-^ 
After  meeting,  I  Bpent  a  little  time  with  my  valued  friends^^ 
John  and  Sarah  Grubb,  and  made  one  or  two  other  calls,  and- 
then  went  to  Wm,  Allen's,  where  I  lodged,  and  next  morn- 
ing, had  reUgious  opportunities  at  the  girls*  school  at  Newing- 
ton, and  with  the  widow  of  Frederick  Janson,  in  which   t 
thought  good  help  was  afforded.     The  same  evening,  1  went 
to  Totteiihain,  and  spent  the  night  with  my  dear,  aged  friend, 
Thomas  Shillitoe,  where  I  met  with  Daniel  Wheeler,  for  the 
first  time,  and  next  day,  made  several  social  visits,  and  re- 
turned  again    to   London.     Next   morning,  the  first  of  the 
week,  I  was  at  Devonshire  House,  and  the  meeting  was  pretty 
opeti  and  good,  in  which  dear  Ann  Jones  followed  me  in  tes- 
timony very  acceptably.     Afternoon,  at  Grace- Church  Street, 
where  we  bad  a  painful,  heavy  meeting,  and  although  I  had 
considerable  labor  therein,  and  some  very  close  remarks,  yet  it 
did  not  allbrd  so  much  peace  and  comfort  as  at  other  times ; 
and  I  felt  confirmed,  that  there  were  some  dark,  hard  minds 
present 

On  second  day,  came  on  the  Select  Quarterly  Meeting  for 
London  and  Middlesex,  which  was  large ;  but  silence  was 
my  lot.  My  dear  friend  Ann  Jones  was  enabled  to  make 
some  interesting  and  pertinent  remarks,  very  applicable  to  the 
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ur  Society,  in  this  land,  at  the  present  day.  On 
Uiird  day,  was  their  public  Quarterly  Meeting — very  full  and 
iRTge.  Dear  Ann  Jones  was  exercised  in  solemn  supplication, 
and  Wrn.  Alien  and  Daniel  Wheeler,  in  testimony,  aceepta- 
bly ;  bat,  as  for  me,  I  sat  silently,  under  a  sorrowful  sense  of 
the  »t«tc  of  things  in  this  land  ;  for  it  is  elearly  to  be  felt  and 
Been,  iimt  among  this  people  under  our  naoie,  there  are  two 
BTxnies  arrayed,  anny  against  army,  lilting  up  their  weapons 
one  against  the  other;  and  great  struggles  are  plainly  to  be 
felt  and  seen,  by  those  whose  eyes  are  happily  anointed  by 
the  finger  of  Jesus.  It  is  seen,  also,  that  instead  of  "  one 
Liord,  one  faith,  and  one  baptism,"  there  is  a  diversity  of  faith, 
aa  it  regards  the  ministration  of  Hitn  wlio  is  one,  by  his  holy, 
aptrilual  baptism,  and  as  to  the  worship  of  the  true  tabernacle. 
And  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared  that  this  strife  will  not  always 
be  kept  within  the  secret  chamber,  and  subdued,  without 
tbe  exposure  of  Antichrist  and  his  kingdom,  and  without  a 
etorm  of  the  elements  in  which  he  worketh.  And  much  com- 
motion,  and  thunderings,  and  lightnings,  and  earthquakes  will 
be  seen  and  heard  in  divers  places;  and  the  tabernacle  of 
tiic»se  who  have  slidden  from  the  sure  foundation,  the  Rock 
of  Ages,  however  lofty  and  beautiful  to  look  upon,  will  be 
thrown  down,  ajid  removed  out  of  the  way,  and  theur  place 
will  he  known  no  more,  in  the  heritage  of  tbe  Lord's  spiritUEd 
JsraeL 

Having  frequently,  since  our  visit  to  Norwich,  felt  some 
drawings  in  my  mind  to  return  thither  again,  I  have,  of  late, 
Hwiught  best  to  attend  their  ensuing  Quarterly  Meeting;  in 
order  for  which,  after  the  Quarterly  Meeting  in  London,  I 
took  tbe  mail  stage  at  8  oVlock  the  same  evening,  in  com* 
pttiky  with  Daniel  Wheeler  and  Ralph  Neild,  and  travelled  all 
night,  118  miles,  and  arrived  at  Norwich  next  morning  about 
9  o'clock;  and,  the  following  evening,  attended  their  Select 
Qnsrteiiy  Meeting,  in  which  I  was  led  into  considerable 
labor,  on  our  doctrine  concerning  spiritual  worship  and  the 
ministry,  and  had  great  peace  therein.  Next  day,  the  27th,  I 
attended  their  Quarterly  Meeting  at  large ;  but  there  seemed 
to  be  no  room  allowed  for  me  to  unburden  myself  of  that 

hich  1  had  borne  many  days.     On  the  opening  of  this  mcet- 
my  dear  [rieiid  Daniel  Wheeler  was  well  exercised  in  a 

14 


158 


JOURNAL   OF   JOHN   WlLBUtt. 


short  teatimony;  after  which,  other  offerings  were  made  ii 
eiich  rapid  succession,  that  I  was  obliged  to  sit  silent  through* 
out;  but  felt  a  strong  engagement  to  appoint  a  meeting  next 
morning,  and  to  desire  Friends  to  attend  it,  before  their  re- 
turn liome;  and  accordingly  the  appointment  was  made. 
Friends  generally  attended.    In  this  meeting,  my  concern  .a^ 
engagement  led  me  to  illustTate  some  of  the  fundamental 
doctrines  of  Christianity — the  different   manifestations   and 
attributes  of  the  Deity — the  doctrine  of  sanetification  and  ja** 
tifieation,  &:c.     The  blessed  Truth  was  near  to  help,  and  the 
victory  wa;^  merciful ty  and  signally  obtained.      After   I  sat 
down^  E.  F.,  a  prominent  minister  arose,  apparently  with  tb€ 
intention  of  sustaining  their  preaching  here  ;  and  first  acknowl- 
edging that  God  had  been  with  us  that  (hry^  proceeded  to  refer 
to  the   apostle's  expression,   "  there   are  divers  gifts,  but  iill 
by  the  same  spirit;'*  and,  in  her  weakness,  disclosed  an  in- 
tention of  spreading  the  idea  over  the  meeting,  that  though 
there  might  seeni  a  difference  in  the  various  appearances  iji 
that  Quarterly  Meeting,  yet  that  they  were  virtually  the  sarae. 
I   had  been  greatly  burdened  with  a  superficial,  busy  spiri^i 
which  seems  to  prevail  here,  both  in  meetings  and  in  famiUc 
The  busy  working  of  this  spirit,  the  dread  of  conflict,  and  tl 
shunning  of  the  cross  of  Christ,  with  a  love  for  the  friendshij 
of  the  world  and  its  greatness,  have  led  to  a  logs,  which  I  fej 
is  irreparable ;  and,  moreover,  some  unsound  doctrines  ap| 
to  have  crept  in  ; — such  as  the  belief  tliat  we  are  elected  an* 
justified  before  we  are  purified  and  sanctified  ;  and  a  tru&tii 
in  a  mere  imputed  righteousness  for  salvation,  without  re| 
to  obedience,  and  those  works   which  are  WTOught  in 
through  the  constraining    and    sanctifying  inlluence   of 
spirit. 

I  was  grieved  at  the  usage  I  met  with  here,  which,  I  thouj 
was  almost  uncivil.  A  stranger  from  a  foreign  land  had  sacri-' 
ficed  all  for  a  long  time,  and  come  over  the  sea  to  relieve  his 
mind  of  a  burden  which  rested  upon  it,  and  now  had  come  all 
the  way  from  London  to  attend  this  Quarterly  Meeting,  yet  the 
time  was  nearly  all  taken  up  therein,  by  such  as  might  well  be 
there  at  any  time ;  and  so  I  was  led  to  appoint  a  meeting,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  relieving  my  own  mind, — then,  that 
they  should  subjoin,  with  a  design  to  give  a  levelling  ca; 
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J  dearly-bought  t-estimoriy  among  thenrij  did,  to  me,  ap- 
dtshonorable,  if  not  unchristian  and  uncivij.  Yet,  to 
satisfy  and  mend  everything  with  me  personally,  they  were 
not  entirely  wanting  in  a  fawning  disposition,  and  a  pro- 
fessed love  and  friendship  for  me.  But,  to  do  justice  to  some 
dear  friends  here,  I  feel  bound  to  say  that  they  received  me 
and  my  testimony,  in  the  fellowship  and  ownings  of  the  gos- 
peJ  of  Christ;  and  these  did  bear  up  and  strengthen  my 
bands ;  and  my  desire  and  prayer  to  God  for  them,  is  that 
he  may  be  very  near,  and  sustain  them  through  all  afflic- 
tions, amid  those  bonds  which  encompass  them.  And  now, 
I  left  Norwich  very  peacefully,  believing  that  I  had  discharged 
all  that  was  required  of  me,  Daniel  Wheeler's  company  and 
nnited  labors  w^ere  very  acceptable  to  me,  during  the  short 
time  we  were  together  laboring  in  the  fellowship  of  the  gos- 
pel He  has  been  residing  for  about  fifteen  years  at  Peters- 
burg, in  Russia,  but  now  recently  obtained  certificates  from 
his  own  Monthly  Meeting  in  Yorkshire,  England,  to  make  an 
extensive  visit,  in  religious  service,  to  some  of  the  South  Sea 
Islands  and  New  Holland,  which  will  probably  take  several 
years  to  accomplish,  I  left  him  at  Norwich.  I  also  parted 
there  with  my  dear  friend  and  kind  companion,  Ralph  Neild, 
from  whence  he  returned  home.  His  company  and  service 
had  been  truly  acceptable  to  me,  he  being  an  honest,  sincere 
mani  of  quick  perceptions  and  discemrfient  io  regard  to  the 
state  of  meetings,  as  well  as  of  individuals. 

On  seventh  day,  the  29th,  in  company  with  Benjamin 
Holmes,  went  to  Bury,  forty-two  miles,  and,  next  day,  met 
with  Friends  in  the  morning,  and  had  a  meeting  in  the  even* 
in^  with  the  town's-people ;  in  both  which  T  was  largely  en- 
gaged in  declaring  the  word  of  life,  revealed  in  the  gospel. 

From  this  place  he  wrote  to  his  wife  as  follows : — 


Bury,  in  Suflblk,  13tb  mtK,  tHh,  199L 


MT  iwiflriD  wirm 


'  •  •  Not  feeling  clear  of  Norwich,  we  returned  thither  again 
finwn  London  on  third  day  night.  We  left  London  the  evening  of 
llieir  Qtimrterly  Meeting, and  reached  Norwich  the  next  morning;  where 
oar  kind  friend  Jane  Guroey  received  us  very  affectionately.  Their 
Select  Meeting  took  place  the  following  evening,  and  their  Quarterly 
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Meeting  the  next  moruhig;  in  the  fonner  I  had  good  service,  bul 
the  liitter  there  was  not  room  in  the  midst  of  so  manj  offering ;  stud 
fe!t  grieved— a  stranger  liere,  and  havinp;  now  come  so  fax*  to 
the  Qitartt^'rly  Meeting,  and  no  oppori unity  afforded  to  throw  off 
bunli/n.  I  bad  attended  tliree  meetings  when  here  before,  and 
Oped  my  mind  in  but  one.  Hence,  it  seemed  best  to  appoint  a 
in  the  hope  that  they  would  allow  time  for  a  poor  exercised  struiger 
to  relieve  his  mind.  Aw-ordingly,  a  meeting  was  appointed  for 
next  day  ;  and  most  of  tlie  Friends)  who  attended  the  Quarterly  Hi 
ing  stayed  and  attt'uded  it ;  and  it  was  a  very  interesting  time,  w 
Truth  wm  made  to  prevail,  and  many  hearts  to  rejoice.  ♦  •  ♦  •  X 
with  a  Friend  at  Tottenham  by  the  name  of  Daniel  Wheeler, 
residence  for  nhout  fifteen  years  has  been  at  Petersburg,  in  Russia, 
is  slill  a  member  of  a  Monthly  l^Ieeting  m  Yorkshire.  He  has 
tained  certificates  to  visit  many  of  the  Islands  in  the  Pacific 
and  Van  Diemen's  Land,  in  which  voyago  he  will  cireumnavignte 
glolje,  lie  had  been  very  desirous  of  seeing  rae,  and,  ou  our  m 
he  pretty  soon  let  me  know  that  he  had  i^ome  view  of  Norwich  in  oon- 
junction  with  me,  and  finding  that  I  was  now  bound  thither,  he  readily 
agreed  to  bear  me  com[>any  ;  and  accordingly,  went  and  joined  in  relig- 
ious service  there.  He  ia  truly  an  interesting  character,  and  »laadl 
upon  the  primitive  foundation  of  Quakerism  and  genuine  Christianity— 
a  man  of  sound  and  clear  mind,  stored  with  the  meekness  of  the  gor 
peL  He  went  to  Russiia  by  the  reii«e,-it  of  t!ie  Emperor  Alexander^  (o 
dmin  morasses  and  boggy  land,  in  which  business  he  has  bef  n  t\^ 
since  employed;  and  now  hi.s  eldc*;t  son  hsLS  taken  his  place.  His  wi 
is  also  leA  there,  and  three  other  children.  Friends  have  nearly 
eluded  to  purchase  a  fimall  vessel  exclusively  for  his  voyage  and 
commmlation,  and  to  man  her  for  the  purpose.  He  will  probably 
gone  five  or  six  years.  I  letl  him  at  Norwich  this  mornings  but  ex 
to  meet  with  him  again  in  London,  when  I  return  there.  It  wa« 
spoken  of  in  the  Select  Meeting  at  Norwich  as  being  very  ioterei^tiag 
to  have  the  company  of  two  Friends  from  such  different  and  remoie 
places  upon  the  earth. — In  much  tender  love  to  thee,  my  dear 
and  to  all  our  children,  relations,  and  friends,  and  desiring  tluit 
good  and  gracious  Helper  would  keep,  instruct,  and  bless  you, 

I  am  thine,  John  WiLaris. 

Here,  my  friend  John  King,  of  Sudbury,  met  me,  in  ordi 
to  bear  me  company  for  a  time ;  and,  on  second  day,  the  3l8t, 
we  travelled  to  Godmanchester,  near  Huntingdon,  forty-t 
miles,  and  had  a  meeting  with  Friends  there  the  same  eve 
ing,  though  open,  yet  plain  in  doctrine  to  some  present. 
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ded  the  Moiitlily  Meeting  there,  long  silent;  but  a  living 
was  at  length  extended,  and  an  invitation  to  gather  to 
and  to  Christ,  the  life  and  the  power.  We  went,  that 
ning,  to  Earith,  and  lodged  at  John  Brown's;  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  had  a  meeting  with  Friends  there,  and  the  same 
erening  one  at  Chatteris, — the  first,  open,  the  last,  close, 
searching,  and  alarming.  The  day  following,  we  had  a  meet- 
ing with  Friends  at  Sutton,  mostly  with  young  people,  to 
whom  caution  and  counsel  went  forth  freely,  warning  them 
to  avoid  high-mi ndedness,  and  the  love  of  the  world.  After 
thifii,  we  returned  with  John  Brown  to  his  own  house  and 
nt  gome  time  with   Sarah  Squire,  a  valuable  minister,  at 

r  brother's,  where  we  had  a  religious  opportunity  that  even- 
ingy  in  which  some  exhortation  went  forth  in  love,  to  the 
young  people  present;  and,  next  morning,  in  a  solid,  parting 
opportunity,  S.  S.  was  exercised  in  prayer  for  our  preserva- 
tion, and  I  had  a  few  words  of  encouragement  to  my  elderly 
fiieods^  to  hold  fast  the  profession  of  their  faith  in  God,  to 
the  end ;  and  to  their  precious  daughter,  Mary  Brown,  was 
subjoined  a  caU  to  some  service,  rather  peculiar. 

I  have  now  gone  over  this  land  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, and  attended  nearly  all  the  meetings  as  I  went,  through- 
oat  both  countries  ;  and  I  begin  to  feel  as  if  my  service  here 
was  nearly  accomplii^hed,  and  think  to  go  pretty  directly  to 
London,  in  order  to  inform  the  Morning  Meeting  there,  of  the 
accomplishment  of  my  services  in  tliis  land,  (or,  as  I  trust, 
nearly  so,)  and  to  obtain  from  them  a  returning  certificate, 
directed  to  ray  friends  in  America,  if,  indeed,  that  meeting 
shall  have  approved  of  my  labors  here.  Howbeit,  I  appre- 
hend I  have  some  service  yet  unfinished,  in  London  and  Mid- 
dlesex. 

On  sixth  day,  the  4th  of  1st  mo.,  we  set  out  for  London, 
aJid  travelled  as  far  as  Ampthill,  lodging  again  with  my 
beloved  friends  Samuel  and  Ann  May,  who  received  us  very 
aflectionately.  On  first  day,  the  6th,  attended  their  meeting 
in  the  moniing,  and  had  a  meeting  in  the  evening  with  the 
townVpeople, — both  open  times.  On  second  day,  I  went  to 
Hitchin,and  the  same  evening  had  a  meeting  there,  when  the 
states  of  some  present  were  opened  and  spoken  to.    Next  day 
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went  to  Hertford,  and  the  day  following  attended  their  -wbcJe^ 
day  meeting, — ^long  silentj  but  open  at  last.  From  hence  we* 
went  to  Tottenham  J  and  lodged  again  at  Robert  Forstei's. 
Here,  on  fifth  day,  we  attended  their  Monthly  Meeting,  in 
which  heavenly  wisdoni  was  distinguished  from  man's  wis- 
dom, and  set  above  it  On  sixth  day,  the  11th  of  1st  mo,,  I 
went  to  London,  to  my  old  home  at  Peter  Bedford's,  and 
rested  and  wrote,  having  travelled,  since  leaving  Dublin,  one 
thousand  and  thirty-seven  miles.  On  first  day,  the  13lh,  I 
was  at  Peel  Meeting,  and  in  the  evening  at  Westminster, — 
both  open,  thougli  the  latter  long  silent ;  and  for  a  time  after 
I  stood  up,  it  seemed  difficult  to  find  an  entrance  into  the 
minds  of  those  to  whom  my  service  belonged  ;  but  the  point 
was,  in  good  measure,  gained  at  last. 

On  second  day,  the  14th,  1  attended  the  Morning  Meeting, 
composed  of  all  the  ministers  and  elders  in  the  nation,  but 
seldom  attended  by  many  from  without  the  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing of  London  and  Middlesex.  I  now  informed  the  meeting 
that  I  apprehended  my  gervices  in  this  land  were  nearly 
accomplished,  and  was  induced,  by  the  peace  and  quietude 
of  mind,  which,  through  unmerited  mercy,  I  now  felt,  to  hope 
that  my  labors,  however  few  and  imperfect,  were  accepted  for 
what  was  required  of  me ;  and  acknowledging  the  great  kind^ 
ness  of  friends,  and  their  readiness  to  assist  me  in  the  pe^ 
formance  of  my  engagements  during  the  time  of  ray  being 
amongst  them,  now  desired  them  to  certify  to  my  friends  at 
home,  if  it  were  so,  that  my  services  had  been  accepted  by 
my  friends  here,  as  I  now  had  a  prospect  of  returning  sfiortly 
to  America*  Divers  present  expressing  much  imity  with  me 
and  with  my  labors,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare 
a  certificate,  and  to  present  it  at  the  adjournment,  that  day 
week. 

On  third  day,  the  15th,  I  went  to  South wark  Monthly 
Meeting,  where  I  had  much  labor  in  the  opening  and  liberty  ^m 
of  the  gospeh  My  former  companion,  Daniel  P.  Hack,  hav-  ^H 
ing  come  up  to  London,  from  Brighton,  hia  place  of  residence, 
and  desiring  that  I  would  go  with  him  thither  to  spend  a  little 
time,  I  having  now  a  few  days  leisure  did  so ;  and  on  fourth 
day,  the  16th,  we  went  to  Crawley,  and  lodged  at  John  Rob- 
inson's,  whose   son  John  was  desiring   to   go  with    me   to 
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America ;    which   being    agreed   on,  we   went   next  day  to 

EfBiigbtoo;    and  I  was  truly  glad  to  meet  with  divers  dear 
[fiirnds  there.     On  sixth  day  was  their  Monthly  Meeting,  in 
wLich  I  hiid  good  open  service.     On  seventh  day,  relumed 
Sgftifi  to  LondoD}  and  on  first  day  morning,  the  20th,  accom- 
ptttued  by  my  friend  Peter  Bedford,  1  attended  their  Morning 
3faeting   at   Peckham,  in  which  we  were  favored  with  the 
Aywings  of  the  gospel ;  and,  returning  to  London,  attended 
«  meeting  at  Grace-Church  Street,  appointed  by  our  beloved 
friend  Sarah   Grubb,  in  which  she  had   good  service.      On 
second  day,  I   attended   the   adjournment  of  the    Morning 
,  Meeting,  at  Devonshire  House,  where  a  returning  certificate 
18  brought  in  for  me  and  approved,  being  satisfactory. 
On  third  day,  I  went  to  Newington,  and  spent  a  day  or  two 
lib  my  dear  friends  John  and  Sarah  (irubb,  both  ministers, 
fihe  an  eminent  instrument  in  the   Lord's  hand  in   the 
promulgation  of  the  ancient  doctrines  of  the  gospel.     With 
Iheae  friends  I  felt  my  spirit  nearly  united,  and  we  had  much 
interesting  conversation  in   the  freedom  and  liberty  of    the 
Truth.     Ou  fourth  day  evening,  went  to  the  house  of  William 
Alien*  who  was  now  about  to  go  to  the  continent,  to  join  Ste- 
phen Grellet,  on  a  visit  into  Spain, — an  adventure  which  I 
think  has  never  been  made  before  by  Friends,  and  is  thought 
to  be  a  perilous  undertaking.    I  felt  my  mind  very  nearly  united 
witb  this  my  dear  friend  William  Alien,  and  we  had  some  in- 
lereeting  conversation  on  the  state  of  the  Society  in  England. 
On  fifth  day,  the  24th,  I  went  to  Tottenham  and  attended 
tbeir  mid-week  meeting,   which    I  think  was  a  solid  time. 
Slaying  a  day  or  two  here,  1  made  a  number  of  social  visits  to 
^fivers  friends  for  the  last  time,  and  taking  leave  of  them  in  a 
^|[^mn  manner,  went  back  to  Newington  on  seventh  day 
ererfing,  and  then  went  into  the  city ;   and  next  morning,  the 
27th,  went  to  Grace-Church  Street  meering,  which   was  an 
Ckpen,  favored,  searching  time.     At  sLx  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
hnd  a  meeting  in  Devonshire  House,  for  Friends  generally,  in 
Liondon,  (except  Southwark,)  as  a  final  parting  opportunity; 
and  I  trust  it  was  a  solemn  time  to  many,  in  which  I  took 
leave  of  them  in  the  love  and  fellowship  of  the  gospel,  com- 
mendiug  them  to  God,  and  to  the  word  of  his  grace.     On 
leootid  day^  I  had  an  interview  and  conference  with  several 
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prominent  characters  of  tlie  Society,  on  our  doctrine  and  testi- 
monies. On  third  day,  the  29th,  in  company  with  Peter  Bed- 
ford, I  left  London,  and  went  on  ray  way  rejoicing,  whilst  my 
heart  was  filled  with  this  language  :  "  Farewell,  farewell,  to 
this  great  city  I  peace  be  within  thy  walls  and  pros|>erity 
w^ithin  thy  palaces  I''  I  had,  first  and  last,  spent  about  two 
months  in  and  about  London,  had  labored  diligently,  and 
had  endured  many  deep  baptisms  and  close  trials ;  but  now, 
in  the  end,  found  peace  as  a  canopy  to  cover  my  mind,  to  the 
rejoicing  of  my  heart;  and  I  praised  the  Lord.  We  arrived 
in  time,  at  the  house  of  Richard  and  Mary  Fell,  at  Uxbridge, 
where  we  lodged,  and  P.  B.  returning  next  morning  to  Lon- 
don, I  went  to  their  mid-week  meeting,  in  which  I  had  a  good 
open  time  ;  and  in  the  evening  came  my  young  friend  Gilbert 
Jilkes,  from  London,  (nephew  to  P-  B.,)  in  order  to  accompany 
me  to  Worcester,  for  which  place  we  took  coach  next  morn- 
ing, and  arrived  there,  at  Henry  Newman's,  about  nine  in  the 
evening — one  hundred  miles.  Here,  next  day,  I  had  a  meeting 
again  with  Friends,  and  was  much  enlarged  in  an  impressive^^H 
and  close  testimony,  and  left  in  great  peace.  I  parted  here^^ 
with  Gilbert  Jilkes,  and  was  met  by  Edward  Southall,  from 
Leominster,  wuth  whom  I  w^cnt  to  his  own  house.  At  Leom- 
inster I  arrived  on  seventh  day  evening,  and  on  the  next  day 
attended  the  meeting  of  Friends  in  the  morning,  and  a  public 
meeting  in  the  evening,  both  good,  open  times. 

On  fourth  day  morning,  I  took  coach  for  Liverpool,  w^ith 
E,  S.  for  my  companion,  and  arrived  there  the  same  afternoon ; 
and  on  fifth  day,  attended  their  mid-week  meeting,  which  wbs 
open  and  satisfactory ;  and  next  day  w^e  went  to  Warrington^ 
our  Mend  Frances  Thompson  going  with  us.  On  the  day 
following,  w*ent  by  the  way  of  Manchester  to  Stockport,  to  the 
house  of  our  dear  friends  George  and  Ann  Jones,  where  w^e 
met  also  with  Elizabeth  Robson  and  Abigail  Bockray,  and  I 
think  it  was  a  mutually  pleasant  meeting  to  us  all.  Next  day 
I  returned  to  Manchester,  to  their  morning  meeting,  in  which, 
through  heavenly  goodness,  ray  mouth  was  opened,  in  the 
demonstration  of  the  gospel,  which,  I  believe,  was  '*  the  savor 
of  life  unto  life  '*  to  some,  and  *'  the  savor  of  death  unto  death  " 
to  others ;  for  in  some  here,  I  apprehend  too  much  reason  to 
fear  a  lapse  and  departure  from  our  ancient  doctrines  and 
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monies.     This  ia  one  of  the  largest  meetings  of  Friends 

England.  Their  meeting-house,  lately  erected,  is  far  from 
ing,  in    my  apprehension,  with  the  simplicity  of  the 

(pel  of  Jeans  Christ.  We  returned  to  Stockport,  and  had  a 
mei^ting  there  in  the  evening,  and  lodged  again  with  George 
And  Ann  Jones;  and  next  morning  returned  directly  to  Liver- 
pool, by  the  railway,  in  order  to  make  preparations  for  my 
Yoyngc  to  America,  having  engaged  a  passage  on  board  the 
|Mcket-9hip  Hibernia,  George  Maxwell,  master,  to  sail  on  the 
l^th^  On  arriving  at  Liverpool,  I  went  now  to  my  dear 
frirods',  George  and  Margaret  Crosfield's,  in  order  to  spend  a 
few  days  with  them,  which  I  did  to  much  satisfaction,  they 
bring  honest  Friends,  and  tnily  desirous  of  upholding  the 
aocient  doctrines  and  usages  of  the  Society.  I  had,  during 
die  last  season,  written  divers  letters  to  this  my  friend  and 
Ibnner  companion,  on  some  subjects  which  rested  with  much 
weight  upon  my  mind,  and  which  he  had  published  in  the 
mo.  last ;  and  now,  as  I  was  about  leaving  the  nation, 
not  knowing  but  a  new  edition  might  be  called  for,  it  was 
tijought  best  to  reexamine  them,  and  to  make  such  revision 
fts  might  appear  useful,  which  with  the  advice  of  several 
(rieods  we  accomplished. 

On  fifth  day,  the  14th,  I  attended  again  their  mid-week 
meeting,  to  which  a  general  invitation  of  Friends  and  friendly 
people  waa  previously  given,  and  it  proved,  as  a  parting 
opportonity,  a  truly  solid  time.  In  my  testimony,  way  opened 
for  a  reference  to  my  services  and  exercises  generally  in  this 
bfidt  and  to  the  sincerity  in  which  I  had  labored  in  the 
Society  here,  though  it  had  been,  as  the  Apostle  expressed 
himself,  in  weakness, and  in  fear,  and  in  much  trembling;  but 
now,  in  the  conclusion,  ray  mind  was  mercifully  filled  and 
comforted  with  the  reward  of  sweet  peace. 

The  spirit  of  supplication  was  also  vouchsafed  at  this 
■dletnti  time,  and  my  mouth  was  opened  in  fervent  prayer, 
that  the  little  service  In  which  I  had  been  engaged  in  this 
laod,  might  be  as  a  nail  in  a  sure  place ;  and  a  fervent  peti- 
tion was  also  lifted  up  to  the  unslumbering  Shepherd  of  Israel, 
that  he  would  deign  to  keep  and  preserve  the  afllieted  and 
lowly  walkers  in  Zion,  and  guide  them  in  the  way  everlasting. 
^3cth  and  seventh  days  were  spent  in  visiting  divers  dear 


166 


JOtmNAL   OF  JOHN  ^TTLBUR. 


friends,  in  preparing  for  my  voyage,  and  in  writing  to  sev- 
eral friends  in  diflferent  parts  of  the  kingdom,  bidding  them 
a  hearty  farewell ;  and  on  seventh  day  evening,  a  large  num- 
ber assembled  at  my  lodgings  at  T.  Thompson's,  where  we  had 
a  comfortable  opportiTnity,  both  social  and  religious  ;  wherein 
both  heart  and  hand  were  lifted  up  for  my  preservation  over 
the  mighty  deep,  and  safe  restoration  to  my  dear  family. 

The  next  morning,  which  was  first  day,  the  17th  of  2d  mo., 
I  was  called  upon  to  go  on  board  the  ship  at  9  o'clock,  and  so, 
accompanied  by  E,  Robson,  G.  Crosfield,  Thos.  Thompson, 
Ralph  Neild  and  a  number  of  others,  I  went  down  and  em- 
barked;  and  the  ship  soon  got  under  way,  with  a  fair  wind 
from  the  S*  E.,  and  went  round  Holyhead  that  night,  about 
8  o'clock.  The  wind  then  shifting  favorably  to  the  N-  W,  and 
blowing  fresh,  we  went  rapidly  down  St.  CJeorge's  Channel  on 
second  day  ;  and  on  third  day  morning,  found  ourselves  fairly 
out  to  sea.  Wind  again  S.  E.  but  very  light ;  nevertheless,  it 
increased  all  day,  till  night,  when  it  blew  with  great  violence 
and  so  continued  all  night.  The  eea  ran  into  mighty  heaps, 
and  the  waves  roared  tremendoudy,  and  seemed  to  threaten 
destruction  to  our  ship,  our  sole  dependence  in  this  world; 
which,  in  comparison  of  the  mighty  waters — now  into  tem- 
pest, now  into  mountains  wrought — seemed  like  a  very  little 
thing — or  as  a  mere  nut- shell  on  a  spacious  stream.  Now, 
by  the  power  of  fierce  winds,  ascending  to  the  summit  of  a 
mighty  wave  ;  then  downward  phinging  with  rapid  speed,  as 
if  towards  the  nether  bounds  of  ocean'a  great  abyss !  But 
still,  in  admiration  seen,  her  buoyancy  was  such,  that,  as 
though  by  the  uplifting  of  Almighty  power,  she  w^ould  rise 
again,  and  mount  the  next  succeeding  swell — or  partially, 
when  the  summit  rolled  too  high,  and  over  us  poured  ita 
briny  floods,  almost  biding  us  in  its  surge  ! 

"Within  the  compass  of  ten  days,  this  severe  storm  was 
succeeded  by  three  others,  of  equal  violence ;  indeed  the  last 
was  thought  rather  to  exceed  the  rest.  Capt  Maxwell  told  me 
that  he  had  not  known  such  a  time  for  a  number  of  years. 
But  through  mercy,  these  mighty  gales  were  not  of  long  du- 
ration, none  exceeding  tAventy-four  hours. 

During  these  severe  gales,  the  ship's  sails  were  all  taken  in^ 
and  she  was  put  in  the  posture  of  lying  to,  and  so  driving 
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with  the  wind;  and  she  rolled  about  so  exceedingly  that  all 
loose  articles  were  thrown  into  confumon  and  disorder.  One 
of  the  steerage  passengers,  by  the  heave  of  the  ship,  was 
throiK^'n  down  upon  the  edge  of  a  box,  whereby  his  arm  was 
fractured  very  badly,  and  the  gcarf  or  splinter  of  the  bone, 
puncturing  a  small  artery,  it  was  thongfjt  by  the  surgeon,  for 
some  days  that  he  was  in  much  danger  of  losing  hii*  arm,  if 
not  his  life;  but  he  is  now,  on  the  14th  of  3d  mo.  in  a  fair 
way  to  do  well. 

After  these  storms  had  subsided,  (during  which  we  had 
apparently  gained  but  a  short  distance  from  Cape  Clear  in 
Ireland,)  we  had  pretty  fair  wind  and  weather  for  some  time, 
and  advanced  very  well,  until  second  day  inorning,  the  11th 
of  3d  mo.,  when  at  4  o'clock,  the  ship  was  perceived  to 
come  in  contact  with  some  solid  bodies,  which  proved  to  be 
floating  and  scattered  pieces  of  ice,  but  not  large  in  their 
dimensions.  No  alteration  was  made,  except  to  Shorten  sail, 
so  as  to  meet  them  with  less  violence  (being  on  direct  course), 
and  ?o  we  continued,  until  9  o'clock  the  same  evening,  when 
we  found  ourt^elves  entirely  enclosed  in  a  vaat  field  of  this 
materia],  and  so  closely  crowded  together  as  entiiely  to  ob- 
stnict  our  progress. 

This  was  in  latitude  45°  north,  and  48°  west  from  London, 
and  not  far  short  of  the  Grand  Banks  of  Newfoundland. 

Here  we  could  see  nothing  but  ice  in  any  direction j  except 
the  way  from  whence  we  came,  But  on  the  same  afternoon, 
the  ?eamen  made  shift  to  get  the  ship  about,  and  reverse  our 
course,  and  so  before  night,  we  got  into  open  sea  again.  It 
was  very  unexpected  by  the  Captain  and  crew,  thus  to  find 
iloaling  ice  in  this  region  so  early  in  the  spring  ;  and  the 
object  now  was  to  try  to  get  so  far  south  as  To  pass  it  on  that 
0ide,  and  then  ^o  on  our  way  to  the  westward.  But  the 
iprind  blowing  from  S.  S.  W.  made  it  very  slow  and  tedious 
gaining  ground  in  tliat  direction.  However  they  beat  to  and 
firo  as  well  as  they  could,  continuing  their  starboard  tack  until 
tbey  began  to  come  in  contact  with  the  ice  every  time,  and 
then  shifting  sails,  &c.,  until  third  day  evening,  when  the 
scattering  ice  appeared  smaller  and  softer ;  and  now  the 
Captain  thought  he  could  make  his  way  through  it,  the  wind 
nearly  south,  and  pretty  favorable  for  our  course.     He 
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made  the  attempt,  but  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  found 
himself  entirely  brought  to  a  stand  again;  for  the  ice,  though 
softer,  was  so  thick,  and  crowded  so  closely  together,  that  the 
ship,  with  all   her  canvas  spread,  could  no  longer  advance; 
so  here  we  lay,  quite  still  until  fifth  day  morning,  the  14th, 
when  they  made  out,  by  breaking  away  the  ice,  to  get  the  ship 
about,  and  to  make  some  progress  eastward,  though  hardly 
perceptible.     Whilst  we  were  lying  here,  we  discovered  two 
large  icebergs,  one  of  them  about  a  mile  to  the  south  of  ua, 
and  rising  about  forty  feet  above  the  water,  and  thought  to 
be  about  one  mile  in  circumference.     The  other  was  to  the 
west,  and  being  more  distant,  could  not  be  so  weil  described, 
but   some   part   of  it  was  evidently  much  higher  than  the 
first.      Before   we    left  this  region   we   saw   seven    of  these 
icebergs  in  different  directions  from  us,  and  of  diderent  dimea* 
gions. 

At  evening   the   wind   shifted    to   the    N.   W.  and   blew 
fresh,  whereby  we  were  enabled  to  get  clear  of  the  ice  at 
about  ten  this  evening,  and  so  run  oil'  southerly  until  morn- 
ing, and  then  took  our  course  again,  and  saw  no  more  of  the 
icje.     From  which  time  until  now,  the  20th,  the  wind  has 
been  often   unfavorable  and  light,  so  that  our  progress  baa 
been  rather  slow ;    and  by  observation  to-day,  find  our  lati- 
tude to  be4P50',  and  long.  63=  22'.     The  22d,  the  wind 
ahead,  making  little  or  no  progress.     The  23d  the  wind  N. 
W.  advancing  some,  but  slowly,  until  the  26th  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  we  made  land  on  the  south  side  of  Long  L^land; 
and  about  noon,  the  pilot  boat  came  down,  and  we  took  a 
pilot  on  board,  who  beat  us  up  near  to  the  Narrows,  where 
we  let  go  anchor ;  and  next  morning,  the  27th,  a  steamboat 
came  down  from  the  city,  and  towed  the  ship  up  against  the 
wind,  and  we  landed  about  11  o*clock.     It  was  cause  of  deep 
thankfulness  that  I  was  permitted  to  set  my  feet  once  more 
upon  this  my  native  land. 

I  stayed  two  days  at  New  York,  and  called  on  divers  friends, 
who  rejoiced  with  me  in  the  mercies  of  a  kind  Providence,  in 
thus  sparing  my  life  through  many  perils,  both  by  sea  and  by 
land.  On  the  29th  I  embarked  on  board  a  steam  vessel,  and 
landed  next  morning  at  New  London,  the  30th  of  3d  mo., 
1S33,  and  about  noon  the  same  day,  arrived  safely  at  njy  own 
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^^^Hb  At  Hopkinton,  and  a  time  of  mutual  rejoicing  I  iiad, 
^^H|b  my  dear  wife  and  children,  and  I  trust  that  our  hearts 
^^Bn*  filled  with  gratitude  and  thank  fid  nesa  to  the  Lord,  for 
H^ft  favors  and  tender  mercies,  in  thuB  reetoring  us  to  each 
|[^Her;  and  I  desure  that  we  may  never  forget  to  praise  his 
r   ^DCkI  and  blessed  name. 

|y       It  appears,  by  my  list  of  distances,  that  I  travelled,  after 

^  landing  in  Liverpool  until  I  sailed  from  thence  again,  seven 

,    lliout-and  eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven  miles ;  and  the  two 

li.  pai^ages  across  the  Atlantic,  allowing  for  the  zizzag  courses, 

Wottitl  amount  to,  at  least,  seven  thout^aiid  miles,  so  that  the 

whole  travel,  by  sea  and  by  land,  w^oold  make  over  fourteen 

r  CbiiUHand  eight  hundred   miles'.     From  a  regular  diary  kept, 

kit  appears  tbat  I  attended  348  of  the  regular,  established 

fit  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  that^  by  including 

an  1  jQal  attendance  of  many  of  tlie  same,  and  appointed 

r|Mil>lic  meetings,  it  will  amount  to  114  more.  To  this  list 
might  be  added  90  meetings  more,  consisting  of  the  sittings 
of  the  yearly  meeting,  and  all  the  quarterly  and  monthly 
meetings  and  their  select  meetings,  the  meetijig  for  suflferings 
and  tbe  moTn'ing  meeting  in  London,  which  I  attended,  and 
the  whole  number  will  be  562, 

I  waa  gone  from  home  one  year,  eight  months  and  ten  days, 
but  rt-mained  in  the  United  Kingdom  only  one  year  and  about 
six  months,  or  545  days,  so  that^  on  an  average,  1  attended  a 
meeting  for  every  day. 

(The  following  letters  from  several  dear  friends  in  Eng- 
laixl  were  %\^tten  on  the  eve  of  J.  W.'s  departure  from  that 
eonntiy,  at  the  termination  of  bis  arduous  service  there  ;  and 
having  e9|>ecial  reference  thereto,  are  published  as  a  fitting 
eonduaon  to  this  chapter.] 

FKOV  ANN  GOKIKG. 

Gisboroagh,  6th  of  lit  mo.,  l$9S, 

I  f-xfM^dcd  to  lee  thee  agidn  before  ihou  took  thy  departure  from 
w^ — toilt^  I  luid  tfoine  expectation  of  meeting  th«?c  at  otir  C^uar- 
lerfr  Merting,  b«t  dear  Hunrmh  Murray  tohi  me  ihou  lmd*«t  bctri  iliere 
I  a  few  wc«'k*  previous,  nnd  llial  ilioii  wy-st  likety  to  \vi\ve  ()ii:»  land 
L  fcefow  kmg.  Sbe  aUo  let  mo  hoc  thy  h-tters  to  George  Crovflold, 
B   wIMi  T  t^rul  tvbikt  undrr  her  ruot^,  and  purchased  several  copies  be- 

k 
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fore  T  lef^  York*  Tliey  were  cordial  to  my  mind,  and  I  believe  gen- 
erally liked  in  Yorkshire.  They  are  very  appropriate  for  the  present 
day — Aomelhing  of  this  kind  seemed  wanting.  There  are  few  who 
will  be  honest  to  iheir  reelinp:s,  or  who  dai*e  to  espoii!?e  a  cause  how- 
CTer  grood,  in  opjmsiUon  to  the  pcjpolar  vittws  uf  ihe  great  and 
learned  ones  amongst  us.  I  think,  my  dear  friend,  this  is  a  service 
worth  what  it  has  cost  thee,  if  thou  hadst  had  no  other  in  tln«  land 
than  thus  to  point  out  the  mafe  path  between  two  extremes,  to  show  ug 
the  ^ood  old  way  in  which  our  worthy  jiredecessors  walked.  How  pre- 
ciou:^  is  the  rememhraiice  of  those  valiant  ones,  who  turned  not  their 
back.9  in  the  day  of  battle,  but  fought  mimfully  uiider  the  banner  of  the 
Lamb,  '^*in  the  midst  of  a  crooked  and  pen^'cr^e  nation,  among  whom 
they  #hone  as  hghts  in  the  world." 

Tlie  time  seems  now  arrived  when  the  cnrrent  of  ]H>i>uIar  innovation 
should  be  eiiecked,  or  it  migfit  have  carried  away  all  before  it,  and 
probably  thou  wast  the  instrument  to  cross  the  great  deeji  lo  do  it,  or  ai 
least  open  the  way  for  it.  I  ho|»e  thoa  wilt  have  solid  peace  aiid  satis- 
faction  in  giving  up  to  what  tfiou  believed  calle<l  for  at  thy  hand:*. 
And  now  my  dear  friend,  I  may  tell  thee,  that,  after  returning  home 
from  the  Yearly  Meeting,  and  weighing  in  my  mind  what  had  occurred 
there,  I  fell  best  salii^fied  to  address  a  letter  to  two  FriendH,  with 
8«eh  variations  a*  circumstances  called  for,  A  co]>y  of  that  lo  Aiiim 
Bniitlnvaite,  with  her  reply,  I  took  with  me  to  York  for  thy  peru>al, 
had  thou  been  there,  and,  a.«i  opportunity  now  offers  for  private  con- 
veyance, I  mean  lo  enclose  my  lelter  to  her  in  this.  Perhaps  A.  Bt 
would  not  like  me  to  .send  a  copy  of  hei-s,  which  was  not  particularl/i 
relieving  to  my  mind.  I  think  mine  would  he  better  not  expoc^ed,  but 
^houid'st  thou  be  at  our  mutually  beloved  friends'  at  Croyden,  I  have 
no  objection  to  their  seeing  it,  nor  yet  our  interested  friend  Geo.  Cros- 
field,  of  Liverpool,  to  whom  present  my  dear  love.  A.  B.  told  us  at 
the  Yearly  Meeting,  that  we  were  to  ''keep  an  even  balance/'  but  the 
scale  hm  long  appeared  to  me  to  preponderate  on  the  wrong  side.  I 
can  recollect  the  time,  when  tiie  mercy  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  in  the 
glorious  plan  of  our  redemption,  wiis  loo  little  adverted  to,  but  now  the 
historical  or  outward  belief  of  thi^»  appears  to  be  held  up  and  broiight 
to  view  by  some,  as  if  our  salvation  whully  depended  on  this  belief,  so 
frail  are  we,  and  liable  to  run  into  extremes,  but  we  are  haixlly  aware 
of  the  serious  eonseqitences  of  giving  the  weight  so  much  on  one  side, 
as  giN^ally  to  weaken  the  other.  There  seems  to  me  something  plausi- 
ble in  it ;  much  that  favors  our  natural  propensities,  lus  we  know  it  i^ 
much  easier  to  believe  iji  what  Ciuist  did  and  siiiiered  for  us  in  that 
prepared  body,  than  spiritually  to  "know  him,  and  the  power  of  hi« 
resurrection,  and  the  fellowship  of  his  sufferings,  being  made  conform- 
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UDto  hi<f  *lcatlj/*  I  think  sach  view^  may  t*xa!t,  not  hiimhlti,  the 
tore,  nntl  also  beget  apathy  and  indifference  in  spiritual  warfare. 

gniiid  deceiver  who  is  never  wanting  in  his  insin nations,  can,  it  is 
,  inmsfonn  himself  into  an  angel  of  light,  and  if,  by  any  means, 
enn  settle  us  at  ease  in  our  sins,  hi^  malignant  purjxises  are  fully 

Cliri.^l,  when  personally  upon  eurth,  who  knew  the  end  from  the 

fining,  who  epoke  and  taught  as  never  n»nn  did,  had,  in  his  memo- 

ecrnion  on  the  mount,  or  in  any  of  his  divine  exhortations  to  the 

e,  in^iiited  tlmt  their  mere  belief  or  acknowledgment  of  what  he 

'  accomplish  for  them,  "  through  the  eternal  Spirit  (in  otfer- 

t   without  *jK)t  to  God  "  was  more  essential  to  their  salva- 

tliun  the  operation  of  his  f^pirit  and  power  within  tliem,  by  which 

were  washed,  sanctified  and  j untitled  in  his  name,  then  we  might 

kept  "  an  even  balance."     But  the  stress  of  Christ's  doctrine  runs 

**  Repent,  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand."     "  Except  your 

tcouioie&s  excecnl  the  righteousness  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,** 

•*  Marvel  not  that  I  said  onto  thee,  ye  oaust  be  bom  again."  "  Enter 

at  the  straight  gate,**  &.c 
ut  I  need  not  dwell  longer  on  the«e  things,  as  I  believe  thou  and  I 
'one  heart  and  one  mind.  We  live  in  eventful  days,  and  those  of 
excitement ;  and  never  was  there  more  occasion  for  the  watchmen 
watch-women  to  •*  walk  about  Zion,  go  round  about  her,  to  t<ll  tln^ 
ens  thereof,  nuirk  ye  well  her  bulwarks,  consider  her  palaces." 
Thily  it  is  well  for  those  who  know  an  establishment  and  safe  abiding 
tKk  ibe  immutable  foundation,  Christ  Jesus,  the  eternal  Rock  of  Ages, 
Hit  no  other  foundation  can  any  man  lay,  with  safety,  than  that  which 
b already  laid;  but  how  greatly  have  we  shdden  from  it  into  by-ways, 
flod  crooke<l  palhs^  in  a  dark  and  cloudy  day  of  temptation.  How  is 
llie  gold  become  dim !  how  is  the  most  fine  gold  changed !  Many  of 
m  Have  gone  back  again  into  Egypt,  and  some  remain  in  the  wilder- 
Btw  Id  a  dry  and  thirs^  land,  where  no  water  is.  It  was  never  the 
floiijpi  of  th(*  Almighty  that  we  should  be  a  people  thus  rohljed  and 
i|wilpd  of  our  ancient  t>eauty,  and  I  &ee  no  other  way  iii  which  the 
clwrch  can  '*  come  up  from  the  wilderness,  leaning  upon  her  beloved** 
tei  by  cha^^tiscmcnts.  It  often  appears  to  me  as  if  we  should,  in  this 
WBfffht  vifitedi  the  foundation  of  many  amongst  ourselves  may  be 
Hied,  tli0  dtdr  separated  from  the  wheat,  which  is  the  weighty,  sub- 
llaiitial  psu*L  "■  The  Ix)rd  knoweth  them  tliat  are  his,'*  and  those  lie 
iHn  hide  ill  his  pavilion  in  the  time  of  ti*oab1e,  for  I  believe  there  will 
always  remain  a  seed  to  serve  him,  which,  af^'r  passing  through  the 
Buy  ordeal  may  survive  these  days  of  tribulation,  to  whom  the  follow^ 
laig  porlJOO  of  Scriptur**  mav  be  appropriate,  "  In  that  day  shall  the 
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Lord  of  Hosts  be  for  a  crown  of  glory,  tkinl  for  a  diadem  of  beauty, 
unto  the  residue  of  his  people," — and  again,  "My  people  shall  »lwell 
in  a  peaceable  hahitalion,  and  sure  dwellings,  and  in  quiet  resling- 
pkces.**  I  am  reminded,  wbil^it  writing  on  the.'^c  subjects,  to  look  wdJ 
to  my  own  standing.     ••*•♦♦♦• 

1  think  I  will  engage,  if  life  and  faculties  be  e pared,  to  deliver  thy 
messages,  and  also  to  write  to  thee  in  return,  and  may  the  blessing  of 
preservation  lie  thine  across  the  mighty  deep.  Thou  ha^t  Keen  the 
LfOrd'fl  wonders  there,  a.^  well  as  on  land,  and  I  have  no  doubt  Fpirita- 
ally  experienced  **  the  flotMls  (to)  have  lifted  up  their  Toice  ;  the  floods 
lift  up  their  waves,"  hut  ihere  is  a  voice  speaketh  louder  than  theirs, 
whose  command  both  winds  and  waves  obey. 

Many  are  the  fribulalions  of  the  righteous,  but  lie  whose  prorai.ses 
are  yea  and  amen  ^rever,  wOl  deliver  them  ont  of  them  all.  A 
little  more  faith,  ray  beloved  friend,  and  a  little  more  patience,  and 
then  conieth  the  end,  and  a  blcjised  one  it  will  be  to  those  '"that  do  His 
commandments,  that  they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  may 
enter  in  thmugh  the  gates  into  the  city." 

With  affectionate  remembrance,  thy  sincere  friend, 

Akk  CoKUffG. 


FEOM  MABQABET   CR  OS  FIELD    TO  J*    W. 

Mount  V^enion,  1st  mo.,  Stii,  188S. 

MT  DBAB  FBIBNn, 

Thou  art  very  often  the  companion  of  my  thoughts  which  follow  thee 
in  thy  pilgrimage  through  this  land,  closely  sympathizing  with  thee  in 
thy  various  trials,  of  which  I  have  a  strong  feeling ;  as  much,  I  think, 
almost,  as  if  I  was  outwardly  a  partaker  of  them  with  thee,  ofteu  desir- 
ing thy  support  under  them,  and  many  times  comforted  with  the  belief* 
that  thy  strength  is  as  thy  day's  work  requires.  We  had  an  acceptable 
letter  from  Ralph  Neild  since  his  return,  with  many  interesting  partic- 
ulars of  your  travels,— in  it  I  was  glad  to  hear  thou  wast  tolerably  well, 
and  dmwing  near  the  end  of  thy  work.  Thy  journey  into  England  lian 
happened  at  a  hunl  lime  for  thee,  but  Providence  saw  thou  wnj^it  able» 
and  has  qualified  thee  for  the  work,  and  I  doubt  not  that  many  m  this 
land  will  profit  hy  thy  labors,  and  have  already  done  so,  Jt  has  been 
the  means  of  o[>ening  our  eyes  to  things  we  did  not  know  existed,  and 
put  us  on  our  guard,  for  which  I  many  times  feel  truly  thankful.  I 
often  am  thinking  of  Jonathan  Taylor, — how  he  was  removed  from  the 
conflict  he  would  have  had  to  go  through,  if  he  had  been  preserved  in 
integrity  as  to  FriejuLs*  ancient  principles.  We  have  no  recent  account 
of  Chas,  tJsbom.  I  think  lie  was  much  harrassed  while  here,  with 
opposing  sentiments. 
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»  «  •  •  Eliznbcth  R*)bsou  ha.*  now  a  mioiite  from  our 
ithly  Mt*eting  to  visit  Friends  iti  Manchester,  in  which  anhjoiis  ser- 
thv  U  now  engHged.  I  wish  her  labors  may  be  blessed  to  profit 
whom  she  is  among,  for  there  is  great  need  of  faithful,  upright 
Friends  to  wnlness  for  Truth  jimong  them.  The  meeting  is  in  an 
\|0ecttog  slate  as  to  the  souj^dness  of  its  headi*,  who  too  much  tliink 
«...  Ives  whole,  and  sound  and  wise  ;  and,  I  fear,  have  httle  knowl- 
tdg<e  of  tbe  real  work  of  Truth  in  the  inner  man,  or  ihey  would 
the  mean,  epeciouis  ways  of  bringing  other!*  over  to  their  views, 
hts  fallen  more  than  once  under  our  observation  to  be  done 
%j  some;  and,  in  practice,  the  old  Jesuitical  dovtrine  brought  out, 
the  end  sanctifying  the  means,  and  all  to  be  covered  up  with  the 
le  of  faith.  1  believe  some  will  be  lunde<),  at  last,  in  conduct  and 
Ujey  little  thought  they  could  evt*r  arrive  at,  when  first  wiirped 
the  integiity  of  Truth.  Riches,  and  the  love  of  the  worh],  are 
of  the  roots  of  these  evils ;  then  eoraes  craving  for  more  liberty, 
religion  mu^ift  be  6tted  to  allow  of  It,  that  we  may  have  a  name 
ig  men.  On  these  things,  I  have  oficn  many  soiTowful  meditations^ 
but  am  comlbrted  with  a  secret  feeling,  tiiut  Providence  will  interpo.^e, 
mnd  Uas>  already  for  the  deliverance  of  the  faithful  among  us,  from  the 
uucture  that  the  workings  of  corrupt,  nnsulKUied  wills  have  introduced 
into  our  Society.  It  will  now,  I  think,  be  seen,  who  are  sound,  and 
wlio  ore  not;  wUich  is  a  great  point  gained,  to  have  the  mists  cleared  up 
wliii:^  have  enveloped  eoroe  amongst  us ;  and  1  desire  nothing  more 
tbMB  that  such  may  go  forth  from  us  who  are  not  of  u>,  which  is  far 
better;  and  1  for  one  am  quite  willing  to  go  tlirough  it,  rather  than 
leave  the  burden  of  such  a  mixture  on  the  next  generation.  I  fear  this 
will  be  a  long  time  in  reaching  thee,  but  1  hope  thou  wilt  excuse  it  and 
all  ti*  errors,  being  a  proof  of  my  near  love  and  unity  with  thee  and 
tbj  labors  in  this  land* 

•     9     •     »     •     f  j^y  ^^\j  iiifecjionale  sister, 
~  Mabqabet  Crosfikld. 


FROM    ANN    MAY. 


Ampthill,  lat  ma.,  Sflth,  1833. 
Muut  numm  jonx  wiuick, 

Pennll  me  lo  express  my  warmest  wisihe^  for  thy  preservation  on 
band,  aod  safe  return  to  thy  native  shores,  seeing  we  must  part 
and  mayist  thou  feel  a  peaceful  relief  from  those  lieavy  ex- 
tbroogh  which  it  l\ah  been  thy  lot  to  wade,  in  the  course  of  thy 
Ic  labors  in  this  Uind.     As  thy  religious  serviees  here  are  draw- 
a  eondusionf  thoughts  of  home  will  naturally  be  indulged, 
15» 
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which  brings  me  to  the  recital  of  that  littlii  anectlole  tbou  wished  me 
to  pen,  although  iiiiportecdy  rehitt'd,  fmm  wanting  the  names  ; — it  was 
thus:  "♦Some  jcur^s  agu,  a  valuahle,  ministering  Friend,  ^e^i^ling  in  a 
very  obscure,  humble  cottiige,  I  think  in  West  more  land,  had  a  concern 
to  attend  the  Yearly  Meeting.  During  his  ^tay  in  and  about  town,  he 
was  »o  much  iniroduced  to  the  table:^  of  the  alllaent,  as  well  as  to  their 
general  habits,  that  some,  wondering  how  he  would  bear  so  great  a  re- 
verse as  returning  to  his  own  poor  home,  asked  his  companion  to  Lake 
notice, — his  report  was  most  satisfactory.  On  espying  it  at  a  distance, 
his  eouiilenance  beamed  with  delight,  while  he  exclaimeJ,  *  Aye,  thou 
bonny  Grey  rig  !  1  hanua  seen  sic'  a  turtle's  nest  sin'  I  left  thee."' 
Possessing  the  true  riches^  this  simple-hearted  Christian  had  been 
taught  how  to  rightly  estimate  earthly  grandeur  and  possessions,  hlfl 
treasure  being  where  "  moth  and  rust  do  not  corrupt ; "  quitting  the 
bustling  scenes  of  town  would,  no  doubt,  be  making  a  joyful  retreat,  as 
from  the  mid-day  sun  into  the  shade,  i-o  much  more  tavorable  to  con- 
templation, and  waiting  for  the  deace tidings. of  heavenly  good;  sitting 
a9  under  his  own  **  vine  and  lig-lree;" — feelings  like  these  are  what 
I  fondly  anticipate  for  my  dear  friend  on  reaching  his  long-deserted 
home,  even  although  the  vacant  seat  of  one  can  hardly  fail  to  casta 
momentary  gloom  over  the  scene ;  but  may  it  quickly  be  dispelled  by 
renewed  ability  to  bless  the  Hand  that  gave,  and  whose  sovereign  right 
it  is  to  take  away.  But  this  state  of  resignation  being  unattainable  by 
our  own  strength,  I  believe  the  most  favored  minds  have  long  to  wait 
tor  it,  m  powerful  are  the  ties  that  bind  us  to  these  dear  objects  of  our 
affection  and  solicitude.  ♦  •  *  We  shall  probably  often  talk,  and 
much  oftener  think  of  thee,  when  tossing  on  the  billowy  deep*  with  fer- 
vent desires  that  thy  return  from  this  arduous  field  of  labor  raay  be 
richly  crowned  with  peace,  even  the  hundred  fold.  *  *  Thy  sincere 
fnend,  Ann  May. 

FROM    ROBERT    WHITAKER, 


Ack worth  School,  8th  of  2d  mo.,  1S83. 

MT  DEAIl  rBtE*71>  JOUK  WILflri^ 

We  rejoiced  to  learn  that  thy  labors  of  love  in  our  country,  which,  I 
believe,  have  been  generally  acceptable,  are  drawing  to  a  satisfactory 
conclusion.  As  regards  thyself^  I  have  no  doubt  the  answer  will  be 
peace, — the  reward  of  faithful  service.  And  though  thou  wilt  mourn 
over  us  when  thou  art  again  permitted  to  reach  thy  native  shores  and 
to  enjoy  the  society  of  thy  kindred  and  friends,  if  thy  doing  so  be  in  the 
ordering  of  thy  great  Master's  councils, — I  say  thou  wilt  mourn  over 
us,  as  a  Society,  because  we  are  a  degenerate*  still-declining,  motley 
people ;  yet,  I  believe,  thou  will  have  satisfaction  m  having  faithfully 
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m  of  our  dangerous  stale,  anil  tried  to  stir  us  up  to  more  dili- 
in  pursuing  llie  things*  wbich  bt4ong  to  our  cvcrla^iting  pence. 
cenainly  have  had  line  upon  line  and  precept  upon  precept,  many 
meeaages  from  the  Lord's  servants,  and  divers  manifestationa  of 
leaBtire  wilh  oor  ways,  in  the  judgments  with  which  our  nation, 
««  many  others,  has  lately  been  visited,    I  frequently  remember 
wonla  of  our  friend  Daniel  Wheeler,  uttered  at  York  during  ttie 
of  our  Quarterly  Meeting,  in  the  9ih  month  of  last  year,  when  the 
whicii  had  so  generally  prevailed  in  this  ii«!and,  was  apparently 
r  6ub&iding,  viz :  that  what  ihia  country  had  then  suffered  was 
like  the  shaking  of  tlie  rod.     At  the  present  time,  the  pestilence 
lo  be  f<layed»     If  the  saying  of  the  prophet  might  happily  be 
ifietl  among  u*,  "  When  ibe  judgments  of  the  Ahnighty  are  tii  the 
the  inhabit^int:?  of  the  world  will  learn  righteousness/'  jirobably 
highly-favured  eouutry  might  still  be  spared  and  protected  t>on» 
further  eahimity.     •••••• 

I  do  not  feel  quite  iiatislied,  without  saying,  that  I  have  read  thy 
leOeni  to  George  Crostield  with  much  t;atisfaction.  My  .sincere  desire 
m  tkmt  they  may  be  raucJi  read,  and  suffieiently  pondered  by  persons  of 
it  ranks  and  ages  in  our  Society,  many  of  whom,  I  am  quite 
stand  in  need  of  such  a  salutary  caveat  tn  these  time:?.  We  shiill 
irerj  often  think  of  thee,  and  shall  rejoice  to  hear  of  thy  safe  arrival  in 
Biiodc  laland.  Repeating  the  message  of  dear  love  from  thy  different 
IHcnds  here,  my  wife  and  daughter  especially  joining,  I  am  truly  thy 

(Heild,  KOIIT,    WHiTAKtR. 


J 


m. 


CHAPTER   IV. 

JOURNEYS  AND   CORRKSFOKDENCE,   FROM  1833  TO  1841. 

In  the  spring  of  18*34,  I  felt  a  concern  to  attend  Philadel- 
phia Yearly  Meeting,  and  having  obtained  a  minute  of  the 
approbation  of  our  Monthly  Meeting,  I  proceeded,  and  at^ 
tended  the  same  accordingly,  to  good  satisfaction. 

[Tlie  following  letters  from  Moses  Brown  clearly  indicate 
his  views  of  the  defection  in  principle  then  beginning  to  be 
apparent,  and  now  so  fuUy  developed  in  the  Society  both  in 
England  and  America.  This  is  deemed  a  sufficient  apology 
for  their  publication,  together  with  the  subjoined  brief  sketch 
of  his  character.] 


FROM   HOSES   BROWN    TO   JOHN    WlLBUIl. 

ProTideDOd,  2Sd  of  8th  mo.  1833* 

URAR  FRIEND,  .rOHS  WlLBtTJl, 

A  few  days  after  thou  returned  home,  I  took  our  friend  Stephen 
Goultl  over  to  William  Almy's,  who  Lad  a  letter  from  Thomas  ShiUltoe 
to  Stephen  which  William  chorgf  d  Stephen  to  be  careful  about  show- 
ing ;  the  latter  on  taking  it  handed  it  to  me,  T  found  it  to  contain  as 
full  a  siattment  of  matters  in  England,  and  in  some  respects  more  so 
than  thou  Imd  mentioned ;  ita  date  is  since  tlieir  last  Yearly  Meeting, 
at  which  thtir  revisjil  of  (he  discipHne  was  completed.  He  sajrs,  in 
effect,  that  a  partj  there  charge  Barclay  with  contmdicting  himself^ — 
that  he  has  done  great  injustice  to  the  Scriptures,  by  placing  them  as 
the  secondary  inatead  of  the  primary  means  of  salvation.  Perhaps 
this  niiiy  be  a  mistaken  understanding  of  the  case,  as  it  seems  too  had 
to  huld,  by  any  pi'ofcsstng  with  us*  He  says  the  enemy  has  laid  his 
snare  there  in  a  different  way  fmoi  Hicki*ism.  By  bome  tlie  Son  is 
set  up  above  the  Father ;  and  mere  faith  in  the  atonement  and  blood  of 
Christ  13  held  to  be  sufficient  for  salvation  (\ery  little  inward  work). 
The^ie  doctrines  are  securing  for  them  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  from 
other  professors,  &&  il  is  to  be  feared  is  the  case  with  some  in  America; 
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mnd  ilia*r.  who  adhere  lo  llie  ancient  fuilh  and  doclrine  are  stigmalized 
witit  the  appellation  of  Hicksite^.  Thomas  fnmsiderji  it  a  gitjat  favor 
to  tlicm  and  us,  that  Divine  Goo4lne-<s  had  commiH.<ioned  and  sent  over 
■OBie  ^ood,  sound,  faithful  valiantn  from  thig  side  the  water,  who 
bsTc  hrlped  to  hold  up  tiicir  hanging-down  Imnds,  against  tlie  inroads 
of  the  wicked  one ;  thus  opf^ninj^  a  mi^re  full  and  desirable  cluinncl  for 
1^  cotmiBaDication  of  their  sentiments  on  this  painful  subject  than  any 
#pie{ohuy  corresi>ondence  hy  thein^  ihe.se  having  seeu  and  heard  and 
Ml  for  tbctDdeWes  iho  deceivablenc^s  of  the  spirit  that  is  at  work 
Krienda  there*  It  Is  mentioned  by  some  to  account  for  Thomas 
vrriliog,  that  the  Ilicksites  claimed  him  on  his  arrival  at  New  York 
Id  1828.  This,  by  J.  J.  Guruey,  who,  it  is  lo  he  feared,  is  too  nidcli  of 
tbe  new  «chooh  Immediately  on  our  sitting  down  in  Wm.  Atmy'-^  !iouse, 
be  tnqtilred  after  thee,  and  complained  tliat  thou  Imd  promiticd  to  eall 
on  biro  wImjo  thou  wa.-^  at  Providence.  I  immediately  clenre<l  thee  by 
frankly  telling  him  he  must  lay  thy  not  seeing  him  at  hi*  hou«e  to  me, 
for  ihou  had  proposed  to  me  to  go  with  thee  ;  but  I  gave  him  my  opiu- 
too  that  it  would  be  best  for  you  not  to  meet  at  present ;  and  1  told 
WUIiimi  1  thought  it  would  be  better  for  him  in  particular  to  have  a 
rtapate,  u  it  had  taken  too  deep  hold  of  ht!^  mind.  I  hatl  no  other  ob- 
jfectaon  to  accompanying  theu  to  .see  hha  save  an  impression  that  it  would 
be  Xn^i  for  him  and  for  thee  that  it  be  left  for  another  time ;  as  the 
■utter  of  difference  •  had  been  gone  into  pretty  fully  at  the  3Ieeling 
§0€  Sttfierings,  and  was  thought  by  Daniel  Howlaml  to  be  well  left.  I 
Ihoil^t  be6t  to  mention  thi^^  tu  thee,  hoping  lie  will  cool  oJT  about  it 
bafciro  we  meet.  If  thou  hast  S.  F.  Hussey's  answer  to  liand.  please 
look  orer  the  conclusion  whidi  was  written  by  W.  A.  I  tliink  thou 
win  find  that  to  coDtain  some  doctrine  tliat  he  hanlly  holds  up  of  late. 
I  ialeod  netting  him  to  look  it  over  for  the  refreshing  of  his  memory. 
I  cooler  it  one  of  the  best  of  his  declarations  and  tluit  it  will  bear 
iii«peetioii« 

With  love  to  thysc'li",  wife  and  family,  I  conclude. 

Thy  friend,  Moses  Browx, 

Providence,  4th  of  7th  mo.,  l»<8«. 


I  daly  rooeived  thine  and  note  its  contenU.     Yesterday  our  frieud 

S.  Uboad^  rend  to  me  )mrt  of  a  letter  from  hb  son,  saying  that 

of  ■  in  England^  writes  that  Eltsha  Bates  was  then  gixing  trouble 

lo  the  select  Yearly  Meeting.     He  says  that  H.  Backhouse  was  en- 
in  TiMlin^  fiimilies  in   Kendal,  the  hotbed  of  Beaconism.  ifiat 
Braithwaite  and  sons  had  proposed  to  ilie  Quarterly  Meeting's 
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coinraitti^e  to  send  up  a  reque?st  that  the  Yearly  IMeetiug  will  decide 
whc'ilifr  the  Scri])ture^  or  tlie  Sttirit  is  tiie  primary  rule  of  faith  and 
prailief,  that  it  was  ohjt?cled  to  and  held  tlic  parties  till  l^etween 
eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  at  night  before  a  minute  was  agreed  on  U> 
be  signed  hy  the  clerk.  This  is  in  coiilinnation  of  a  letter  received  by 
Stephen  Gould,  I  apprehend  the  London  Yearly  Meeting  if  they 
consider  the  question  will  not  be  at  a  loss  to  unite  willi  Barclay,  against 
J»  Wilkin.son,  E.  Bates,  and  tlie  Beacon  party,  unless  that  party  be 
larger  than  I  have  an  idea  of.  AVe  shall  expect  soon  to  hear  the  i&sue, 
Joseph  John  Guniey  has  written  severely  in  opposition  to  the  anony- 
mous writer  agauist  the  Beaeo«,  ajid  there  is  an  adverttsemeot  of  the 
printer  that  printed  the  last  answer  to  J.  Wilkinson,  that  there  was  in 
tbe  press  an  answer  by  tlie  same  anonymous  writer,  against  Joseph 
John's  remarks  on  him.  I  think  Joseph  John  may  he  whipped  by 
him,  and  I  i«houM  not  be  sorry  to  see  it.  William  Jenkins  and  a  few 
other.s  who  were  opposet!  to  doing  anythin^^  against  the  Beacon,  a» 
followers  of  Elisha  Batcs^  1  think  are  now  beat,  and  have  notblng  to 
say  in  favor  of  Elii^ha  or  the  Beacon  Friends  ;  and  I  am  in  hopes  we 
shall  be  clear  of  that  trouble  here. 

I  remain  with  love  to  thyself  and  family ;  thy  friend, 

Moses  Brown. 


[The  foregoing  letters  are  selected  from  a  considerable 
niimber  from  Moses  Brown,  written  in  a  familiar  and  afTeo 
tiouate  stylcj  but  mostly  relating  to  local  Society  affairs,  mitil 
the  development  of  the  unsound  views  promulgated  by  Elisha 
Bates  and  the  Beaconites ;  when  he  spoke  out  plainly  in  con- 
demnation of  this  heresy,  and  evinced  much  concern  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Society  on  its  original  ground  of  principle 
and  practice.  It  is  evident  from  these  letterit,  that  he  regarded 
J.  J.  Gurney  as  being  strongly  imbued  with  Beaconite  senti- 
ments, and  in  private  conversation  with  John  Wilbur,  they 
always  agreed  in  their  views  on  this  subject.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  opposition  evinced  by  his  son-in-law,  Wm.  Almy,  to 
the  latter,  on  account  of  the  letters  written  by  him  to  Geo. 
Crosfield,  while  in  England,  (sec  appendix,)  Moses  Brown 
continued  firiendly,  and  expressed  his  satisfaction  with  those 
letters,  and  with  the  avowed  design  of  the  author  in  writing 
them. 

He  met  with  much  opposition  from  W.  A*,  W,  J.,  and 
others  on  account  of  the  stand  he  made  against  the  introduc- 
tion of  innovating  doctrines  into  the  Society.     On  tbe  occa- 
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of  a  social  visit  of  the  latter,  accompanied  by  S,  A.  Chace, 

introduced  the  subject  of  the  paramount  authority  of 

Holy  Spirit,  and  the  subordination  thereto  of  the  Scrip- 

'Sy  as  always  held  by  Friends,  and  committed  themselves 

iost  this  view,  and  in  favor  of  the  paramount  authority 

the  Scriptures;  maintaining  that  all  religious  impressions 

whatsoever  is  vital    in  religion,   is  borrowed  from  the 

»le. 

iloBes  Brown  firmly  withstood  them  herein;  maintaining 
views  of  R.  Barclay  on  this  question,  and  of  the  Society 
hia  day;  and  when  they  quoted  the  passage  **A11  Scrip- 
Is  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is  profitable  for  doc- 
r,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction  in  righteous- 
,"  ^'.,  he  took  it  up  and  tamed  it  against  them  ;  showing 
lat  it  sustained  his  view,  saying,  in  substance  tliat  as  the 
riplures   emanated  from  the  divine  fountain  of  all  good, 
¥.  in  the  language  of  Barclay,  as  the   stream  cannot  rise 
itgh^r    than   the    fountain,  the    Scriptures  cannot  justly  be 
I  elevated  above  their  divine  Author.     That  they  arc  proJitable 
j  far  doctrine,  reproof,  instruction,  &c.,  he  as  fully  believed  as 
tbry  did;  and  the  Society  always  set  them  above  all  other 
j  writingi^  and  acknowledged  that  they  were  the  only  fit  out- 
'w^ard  judge  of  controversy  among  Christians.     He  alluded  to 
fats  own  experience  in  this  regard,  particularly  in  the  matter 
of  his  slaves;  saying  that   after  the  decease  of  his  first  wife, 
who  made  a  remarkably  satisfactory  and  peaceful  close,  when 
■Bnniing  from  the  grave,  ruminating  upon  the  Lord's  mercies 
Hpd  favors  to  him,  the  query  arose  in  his  mind,  what  shall  I 
'  render  anto  thee  for  thy  loving  kindness  and  abundant  mercy  ? 
wlieo  bis  slaves  were  all  passed  in  review  before  him  ;  adding 
**  I  saw  them  with  my  spiritual  eye  as  plainly  as  I  see  you 
now,  and  it  was  given  me  as  clearly  to  understand  that  the 
sacrifire  that  was  called  for  at  my  hands  was  to  give  them 
their  liberty;"  and  he  concluded  by  saying  "these  imprea- 
flioM  were  not  from  the  Bible."    But  as  W.  Jenkins  continued 

S press?  his  views,  he  turned  to  him  and  said  "  William  thou 
not  right,  and  thou  never  will  be  while  thou  continues  to 
hold  ifnvh  sentiments  as  these.'' 

\om»  Brown  was  remarkable  for  his  uprightness  and  con- 
•y  during  a  long  life  of  nearly  98  years.     He  was  in- 
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trusted  with  a  large  whare  of  this  world's  goods,  which  he  was 
concerned  to  hold  in  due  subordination  to  religious  obliga- 
tions; hence  his  philanthropy  was  proverbial,  though  not 
ostentatious;  observing  in  an  uncommon  degree  this  injunc^ 
tion  of  our  Lord :  "  When  thou  doest  thine  alms  let  not  thy 
left  hand  know  what  thy  right  hand  doeth,"  His  house  was 
always  open  for  the  entertainment  of  Friends;  and  his  hospi- 
tality in  this  respect  was  experienced  by  many.  Being  a  man 
of  good  natural  parts,  and  of  large  and  varied  information,  he 
was  ititeresting  and  agreeable  in  conversation  beyond  most, 
on  which  account  his  company  and  advice  were  much  sought 
by  men  of  all  classes,  not  only  within  his  own  community, 
but  beyond  its  limits;  and  his  simplicity  of  raannerjUnassnm* 
ing  deportment,  unbending  integrity  and  consistent  adherence 
to  his  religious  principles,  won  for  him  the  respect  anti  vener- 
ation of  all  who  Bougiit  his  acquaintance.  For  many  years 
he  occupied  the  station  of  an  elder  in  the  Society  of  Friends; 
and  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  occasionally  spote  in 
our  religious  meetings  to  the  comfort  and  satisfaction  of  the 
right  minded.] 


I 


In  the  winter  of  1836-7,  I  visited  Friends  (with  a  certifi* 
cate)  in  several  of  the  eastern  counties  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  ray  wife  bearing  me  company  as  far  as  our  son-in* 
law's,  Win.  R,  Hazard's,  in  Dutchess  County, 

[No  account  of  this  visit  has  been  found  among  J.  W.'s 
papers,  but  the  following  incident  connected  with  it,  is  given 
froiii  recollection  by  his  children,  (in  whose  presence  he  sev- 
eral times  related  it,)  as  nearly  in  his  own  words  as  could 
be  recollected.] 

Ethan  Foster  accompanied  oe  on  this  visit  as  far  as  Hart- 
ford; where  I  had  a  prospect  of  holding  a  public  meeting, 
should  way  open  for  it.  We  went  to  see  the  celebrated  Joel 
Hawes,  (popularly  known  as  Dr.  Hawes,)  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  his  consent  for  a  meeting  in  his  lecture  room ;  having 
been  informed  that  it  would  be  a  convenient  placcj  and  that 
his  permission  to  hold  the  meeting  there  would  go  far  towards 
giving  us  credence  with  the  people,  and  induce  many  to  at- 
tend who  otherwise  might  not.  On  meeting  him,  he  received 
us  civilly ;  but  when  informed  of  the  object  of  our  visit,  he 
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dM  not  favor  it — said  he  was  careful  as  to  whom  he  admit- 
t.wl  there  to  preach — thought  that  tiuakerism  and  FuritaiiiB.m 

I  not  be  likely  to  work  well  together — ^that  he  regarded 
tilt;  iinakers  as  a  superficial  people  :  to  which  I  replied  that 
thai  might  arise  from  a  want  of  acquaintance  with  tlieiij  and 
tbeir  principles;  but  he  still  hesitated  about  it,  and  said  that 
N  bind  was  the  theatre  of  Puritanism,  Connecticut  its 

61:  ._..  id,  and  Hartford  its  centre,  and  that  Quakerism  was 
its  antagonist.  He  then  asked  me  what  I  was  going  to 
pieaeii  about  1  told  him  I  did  not  know ;  nor  did  I  know 
c^ertainly  that  1  should  preach  at  all :  to  which  he  replied, 
** don't  know  what  you  are  going  to  preach  about!  then  I 
tlitfik  you  will  make  poor  work  of  it;  I  have  tried  a  (ew  times 
lo  that  way,  and  1  did ;  and  I  think  you  will ;  but  if  you  do 
not  preach  at  all,  I  shall."  After  some  further  conversation, 
he  said,  **  if  I  allow  you  to  hold  the  meeting,  you  must  prora- 
iae  not  to  preach  against  my  favorite  doctrine,  '  once  in  grace, 
mlways  in  grace:"*  to  which  I  replied,  that  I  could  not  accept 
It  OQ  those  terms ;  pausing  a  little,  he  said,  "  Well,  1  think 
I  shall  risk  you ;  but  if  you  attack  my  favorite  doctrine, 
I  ahail  oppose  you.*^  At  the  meeting,  he  took  his  seat  by 
my  side,  and  pretty  soon  said,  "  I  think  you  had  better  com- 
mence your  service,  as  I  presume  the  people  are  generally 
in.^  There  being  no  response  to  this,  he  soon  after  made  a 
similar  remark,  and  then  sat  quietly,  until  I  arose,  and  while 
I  was  speaking.  Soon  after  I  sat  down,  he  arose  and  reeom- 
meoded  strongly  to  their  attention  what  had  been  said,  and 
repeated  the  words  of  Peter :  "  Of  a  truth  1  perceive  that  God 
i«  no  reapecter  of  persons,  but  in  every  nation  he  that  feaieth 
htm  and  worketh  righteousness  is  accepted  with  him ;  "— 
then  proceeded  to  say  in  substance,  these  men  came  to  my 
booee,  and  asked  permission  to  hold  a  meeting  here ;  and 
after  some  conversation  with  them,  believing  them  to  be  vital 
iristtans,  I  consejited  to  admit  them ;  and  he  concluded  by 
lying,  **you  now  see  how  vital  Christiana  can  worship  to- 

r,  although  they  may  honestly  differ  in  some  things." 


In  the  spring  of  1837,  I  attended  the  Yearly  Meeting  in 
tlie  city  of  New  York.    In  the  course  of  this  visit,  I  met  with 
Tcry  trying  cases  of  an  unsanctified  ministry.     And,  in 
16 


182 


.TOTJRNAL   OF  JOHN  WILBUR. 


the  city,  I  fell  in  with  J.  J.  Guniey,  from  England,  with  a  cer- 
tificate liberating  him  for  religious  service  in  this  country. 
I  had  before  met  with  him  in  England;  and,  as  then,  so  novfi 
I  believe  him  to  be  misound  in  the  doctrines  of  Friends ;  and, 
therefore,  improperly  in  this  country  as  a  minister,  and  likely 
to  bring  much  trouble  upon  us.  I  felt  it  a  duty,  to  let 
some  Friends  know  that  I  had  not  unity  with  him,  nor  with 
his  mission  here  as  a  minister.  And  when  he  came  to  New 
England,  the  following  month,  J  found  it  to  rest  as  an  obli- 
gation upon  me  to  let  him  know  personally,  that  not  only 
myself,  but  many  others,  were. dissatisfied  with  many  of  his 
religious  sentiments. 


FEOM   SARAH   [lYNES]    OKUBB   TO   JOHN    TnLBUR. 

Stoke  Newingtou,  6 Hi,  of  0th  mo.,  1F33. 

DEAR  AHi)   VALUED   FAtlEKD, 

Jly  iiddress  to  thee  must  be  short,  for  I  liavn  been  much  engageJ 
from  day  lo  day  during  this  Yearly  Meeting*  having,  in  the  iDterval^j  of 
the  vftriou3  -^ittiiig^,  many  Friends  at  my  lodguig  in  town,  and  at  night 
a  hout>e  full  liere,  be.sides  visits  fruni  «kkrs,  *fcc.     Oh,  how  often  luive  I 
thought  uf  ihttt:!  and  Low  painfully  have  thy  forebmlings  of  misjchlef 
amofig  us  been  realized  I     Akis,  the  i^iiemy  of  all  good  has  prevaik*d 
to  no  verj^  limited  extent;  and  die  insidious  spirit  that  showed  itself 
last  year,  appears  now  to  be  mighty  in^leed,  speaking  great  swelling 
word?j  andf  for  the  most  part,  has  liad  the  preeminence,  both  in  meet- 
ings for  worship  and  discipline.     This  being  piirmitled,  has,  however, 
opened  the  eyes  of  many,  who  were  before   unwilling  to  ihiuk  that 
things  among  us  were  sueb  as  called  for  alarm,     I,  for  one,  am  rather 
relieved,  in  the  open  manifyaiation  of  error  in  doctrine  that  ha?  taken 
place.     I  wished  tor  farther  opportunity  to  lay  down  my  burden  in  the 
meeting  at  large,  and  requested  it,  without  etFect ;  but  am  satisfied  in 
doing  what  I  could.     There  have  been  awfui  momenta  among  us,  when 
the  state  of  things  was  clearly  laid  o[ien  in  Truth's  own  autliotnty.     I 
understand,  that  a  vi.^it  from  the  elders  is  impending  for  me ;  may  I  be 
enabled  to  keep  in  the  ([uiet,  holy  habitation.     The  same  individyaU 
wiio  were  erying  peace,  peace,  last  year,  have  done  so,  this  year,  with 
increased  boldness;  yea,  a  lying  spirit  is  gone  fortli,  and  many  arc 
believing  it ;  yet  some  are  distinctly  evincing  the  true  spirit  of  prophecy, 
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which  declares  against  all  that  would  devise  an  easier  way  to  glory» 
tlmn  by  ihu  true  ladiler.  We  have  with  us  liere  our  loved  nieci%  Ann 
Moore ;  1  think  her  already  a  brave  soldier.  I  leave  a  scrap  of  tliij* 
sbet^t  for  her  to  cover,  and  will  now  take  leave.  Am  glad  dear  Ann 
Cooirig  lias  written  larri^ely  to  thee.  Charles  Oslx)ni  Imlged  here  Inst 
It;  be  leaves  this  land  now  soon.  Farewell. — My  husband  and 
cbiWreu  love  John  Williiur.  Hoping  we  may  be  near  in  npirit  still,  I 
remaiD  tiiy  afilicted  and  allectionace  friend^ 

Sarah  Grubb. 


Mo( 
H  sbet 


I 


FROM   AXN   JONE9   TO   J.    W. 

Stockport,  lltb  mo.,  21st,  183S* 
XT  DKAR  rniEND  JOHjC  wilbuh^ 

Thy  truly  acceptable  letter  of  the  15th  uh,  was  welcome  to  my  hand 
yesterday.  I  have  thout^ht  much  of  thee  of  late,  and  wished  to  give 
thee  a  tjingible  proof  of  my  continued  sisterly  sympathy  with  thee,  and 
desire  for  thy  preservation  from  all  the  jiower  of  the  enemy  in  this 
liiiie  of  clof^  sifting  and  proving  of  faith  and  patience;  for  we  are  not 
tgnomnt  of  Satan's  devices,  and  know  full  well  bow  ready  he  is,  when 
be  cannot  cast  down  below  hope,  to  try  to  stir  up  to  undue  aclivity  in 
Tindicating  one's  own  cause  or  proceedings.  Do  not  mi^tidie  me,  my 
Hear  friend — I  write  not  this  from  any  apprehension  that  thou  hast 
fallen  into  this  snare,  but  nit  her  as  an  eacounigcment  to  thee  to  be 
guarded  on  tbi-^  luind,  whil-it  thou  art  endeavoring  to  stand  firmly  mid 
uprightly  to  what  Ihou  belie  vest  to  1>e  right.     It  wai>  a  noble  testimony 

rirhich  the  enemies  of  Daniel  l)ore  to  hi?^  integrity  and  faithfulness,  even 
when  they  eought  his  life  :  '*  We  shall  not  find  any  occasfiion  against 
ihiji  Daniel  except  we  find  it  agavnsl  hira  concerning  the  law  of  his 
God."  The  time?i  in  wliich  we  live  are  perilous,  and  all  thi»se  who 
irould  be  in  deed  and  iVi  truth  the  ibllowers  of  a  crucified  Lord,  have 
ibundant  need  to  look  well  to  their  standing,  to  mind  his  divine  injunc- 
tion— **  What  I  .^ay  unto  you  T  say  unto  all — watch^  wafrh  and  jnay 
that  ye  enter  not  into  temptation,"  Some  of  uri  are  awtire  ihat  our  pro- 
cerdings  are  narrowly  watched — may  the  Lord  be  my  keeper,  and  then 
It  tnatters  Httle  what  man  may  say  or  do  unto  me. 

Do  present  my  husband's  and  my  love  to  our  much  esteemed  and 

worthy  ancient  friend  Moscm   Brown*      Dear  nld   man  !   he  has  stood 

me   stonns   in  \iu  day,  and,  if  he  lives  awhile  longer,  he  will  see 

IbingB  that  he  has  not  yet  seen ;  for  surely  the  clouds  jvre  gathering 

nd   the  stonn  will  bur.^t  with   violenco  somewhere,  I  verily  believe. 

J  the  Lord  Jehovah  be  oyr  strenglh  and  our  Pong  ;  then  will  lie  be 

r  ftalvaijon,  and  out  safe  hiding-jjlace  in  time  of  trouble,     I  am  glad 
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thai  in  dear  M.  B.  thou  ha^^t  i\n  fifjeii  and  firm  friend  :  but  what  ar^^ 
others  alK)ut»  lo  skulk  behintl  tlif  binnacle,  when  ihcy  .should  come  fort^^^ 
and  show  themselves?     If  »hej  have  Trnlh  on  their  side,  th<'y  hnv^^*^ 
nothing  lo  fenr;  and  ihose  who  arc  oot  engnged  on  the  aide  of  Tnith^^i 
had  better  not  meddle  with  church  affuirs. 

Elisha  Batts  Innded  at  Liver[Kio!  (if  I  mistake  not)  the  latter  par  '^ 
of  8(hmo. ;  he  \u\^  been  at  ami  passed  throu*i^|i  Manchester  repeat— ^^" 
ediy,  but  \vc  have  neithei*  seen  him  nor  received  a  Une  or  message  froocr:^*^ 
him, — true,  we  have  not  written  to  bim,  aad  it  is  but  too  plara  that  btr-^  * 
does  not  want  to  have  any  intercourse  wJtli  or  help  from  us.  Ann^^s^^^ 
Brailliwaitc  and  be  were  at  t!ie  Quarterly  Meeting  at  York  io  the  9tl«:^^** 
mo.  together,  also  at  that  at  Darlington,  soon  after ;  fmm  there  MM^^:^^^ 

Kendal  Quarterly  Meelnig,  and  then  it  was  plaaned  for  L^aac  Braith^ --•" 

waite  to  go  with  E.  B.  as  companion,  without  his  even  going  again  lo^c^^O 
Liver|>ool,  but  thh  was  overruled  by  a  letter  from  L  Hadw^en,  at  whose^^^^^ 
house  Elisba  lodges  wdien  at  Liverpool»  contrary  to  A^  B.*s  intention, .«-  ^^ 
for  slie  had  written  to  meet  him  on  hia  arrival  to  request  he  would  go-^C^^J 
to  11.  Benson's,  but  happily  tlie  letter  did  not  reach  him  until  he  was  -^^f 
settled  at  I.  II.'-j.  I  knoxv  not  thnt  it  matter.^  mtieh  where  lie  is,  for  I.  —  --■ 
and  A*  B.  lake  care  to  stii-k  »o  closely  to  him,  that  there  is  not  much  -^^ 
room  for  others ;  they  were  at  Liverjjool  with  him,  aad  Isaac  took  high 
ground  »a  to  his  concern  to  ac(x>mpany  E.  B,  A  letter  from  a  friend 
says:  "The  whole  tenor  of  A.  B.'s  conduct  ever  after  ihey  met  E.  B, 
at  York  shows  the  ?tres<  she  lays  upon  having  it  appear  that  be  ia  one 
with  them.  By  much  that  I  have  heanl  of  late^  it  is  dear  they  wish 
to  hrtve  it  believed  that  ihe  views  they  have  differ  little,  if  at  all,  from 
jsound  Friends/*  Here  h  the  subtlety  of  that  spirit  which  causes  divis- 
ions in  the  church.  E.  B.  and  I,  B.  have  both  been  plainly  told  that 
it  wa5  contrary  to  the  mind  and  judgment  of  Friends  for  I.  B.  to  ac- 
company E.  B.,  and  that  it  was  likely  to  close  up  the  way  in  many 
minds  from  receiving  bira  or  his  ministry,  as  they  otherwise  would, 
on  account  of  Isaac  having  come  out  so  openly  in  the  conference  a  year 
since,  with  views  differing  from  those  held  by  the  Society  from  the 
beginning-^but  all  this  matters  not ;  they  are  gone  together  to  the  west 
of  England,  where  there  are  many  valuable  Friends,  who  are  not  in* 
clined  to  join  in  with  the  new  views.  I  wish  they  may  be  firm  and 
honest  to  tlieir  feelings,  then  good  will  come  out  of  it ;  but  alas  I  rher^ 
are  so  few  who  keep  a  straightforward  course,  with  the  eye  single,  in 
times  of  diffieulty,  that  it  makes  it  harder  for  those  who  do.  Neverthe- 
less, I  do  iKit  lielieve  they  will  accomplish  much,  if  anything,  at  oar 
Yearly  Meeting,  respecting  the  conference ;  and  if,  by  tr).'ing  their 
strength,  they  may  be  convinced  of  their  weakness,  it  will  be  welL 
Whoever  lives  to  see  it,  I  believe  all  those  who  are  really  enlisted 
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lljc?  Imnuer  of  a  cruotficd  Lord  ami  leader,  and  who  follow  hira 
fy  without  fear  or  fuvor  of  man*  will  have  U>  suffur  def/ply.  and 
lf^^  many  will  know  moro  than  the^'  have  yet  done,  of  the  ncccs- 
lo  emiure  hardnrss  &^  good  Kildiera  of  Jesus  CfirinL  Oh,  tlie 
siiUkty  of  thai  spirit  wliich  is  geeking  to  lay  waste  and  destroy  the 
Writage*  deceiTe  the  simple,  and  cry  peace,  when  there  is  no  peace, 

Otir  dear  friends  T.  and  E.  Kohson  have  been  from  home,  principally 
the  west  of  England,  since  the  Yearly  Meeting.  I  fciup|K)se  they 
just  about  returning.  E,  R«  did  not  send  me  thy  letter,  or  write 
on  the  subject;  but,  I'roro  what  1  have  heard  from  dear  G.  and  M. 
CfUfefifld  and  olhens  rcspeetiiig  thy  trouble!;,  I  wa«i  itl  no  loss  to  know 
•he-nee  they  aro*e»  •••♦•♦•It  cjmnot  be  in  the  right  ordering 
Uiings  that  the  affairs  of  the  Society  should  be  managed  by  two 
three  individuald*  May  the  blesi^ed  Head  of  the  church  be  hum- 
r.  ami  earnestly  sought  lo  for  wi.>^dom  and  strength,  and  then  He 
formerly  put  to  flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens  will  arise  for  your 
li^p ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  both  you  and  we  must  suffer  more  than 
have  done,  before  we  «hJLll  *o  humble  ourselves  before  tlie  Lord  (as 
people)  a$  to  know  him  to  ari^e  and  ph^ad  his  own  eau^te,  eminently 
lid  gloriously.  That  he  will  do  it,  I  can  have  no  doitbt,  for  my  faith 
jm  umluiken  that  he  will  reserve  and  preserve  to  himself  a  iiving  peo- 
ple, professing  the  ancient  faith  of  the  gospel  as  held  by  our  primitive 
Friends  tliough  scattering  and  desolaiion  may  eome  upon  many,  I 
brlicvc  the  promi^^e  tbrmerly  made  will  be  fulfilled,  respecting  this  peo- 
ple: *•!  will  leave  in  the  midst  of  thee  an  afflicted  and  poor  people, 
and  fbcy  »hall  trust  in  tlie  name  of  the  Lonl/' 


Akn  Jones. 

FKOM   SARXII    [lTNES]    ORUBB   TO   .t.    W. 

I^exden,  near  Cokhestcft  SOth.  of  Ijt  aio.f  1884. 

The  only  letter  I  ever  i-eceived  from  thee  bears  dale  8th  mo.,  22d, 
lH3d.  I  have  fierused  it  rej>catedly,  and,  I  think,  as  oflen  been  com- 
|brt«4l,  and  my  faith  strengthened  by  what  it  conveys,  I  know*  thou 
incut  consider  it  an  honor  to  autfer  with  the  lowly  innocent  life  of  thy 
dear  Ix»rd«  which  U  now  under  pecuh'nr  (and  with  rortpect  to  our  So- 
ciety) i»c*T/  persecution,  Wjis  there  ever  a  time  among  tins  people, 
the  koguage  of  the  lip  of  Truth  l>ecame  so  applicable? — "  False 
and  faUe  pruphet?i  shall  rise,  and  shall  show  slgn^  and  wonders, 
•o  wdwXp  if  it  were  po.s»ible,  even  the  elect ;  *"  but  may  the  little  ones  be 
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strengthened  nnrl  eticoumgctU  seeing  that  thai  which  comes  into  obe- 
dience to  the  IVuth  is  ever  cliosen  of  God;  and  abiding  in  that  which 
briiigp*  to  the  i'leciion,  these  shall  never  full,  but  arc  indeed  kept 
by  the  |>ovver  of  Him  who  is  mightier  than  ail  that  ever  did  or  can 
oppose  itself  to  his  righteous  government.  Ob  I  dear  friend,  it  >et?ras 
to  me  that  this  is  indeed  a  sad  lime  among  us  in  oM  England,  It  falls 
to  my  lot  .still  to  proclaim  war,  in  the  midst  of  a  general  cry  of  **  peace, 
peace ! " 

Didst  thou  hear  anything  of  dear  Ann  Moore  standing  up  aftcrine 
in  tlie  Yearly  Select  Meeting?  When  I  had  uttered  a  warning  voice, 
and  declared  that  the  jcu!on?iy  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  against  that 
spirit  which  had  crept  in  among  us,  to  draw  away  from  the  ancient  and 
invincible  foundation,  &c.,  jiVim  repeated  the  text:  **0h,  thou  swo»"d  of 
ibe  Lord!  when  wilt  thou  be  quiet?  Put  thyself  up  into  thy  scabbani; 
rest  and  be  stilL  How  can  it  6e  »fi/l  ?  For  the  I^ord  hath  given  it  a 
chai^  against  Ashkelon,  and  against  the  sea-:?hore.  There  hath  he 
appointed  it."  Tlri?^  did  not  fail  to  pixwluce  an  expression  of  disappro- 
bation ;  imd  poor  Ann  was  eouiiaelled  iigaiiidt  siding  with  me,  or  being 
influenced  by  us  and  Thomas  Shi  Hi  toe ;  *but  she  was  conscious  tUAt 
none  of  us  had  ihc  inclination^  even  if  wc  possessed  the  ability,  to  turn 
her  eye  from  its  close  attention  to  the  pointings  of  that  unerring  Guide, 
by  which  she  was  brought  among  us  in  this  land.  I  hope  this  dear 
handmaiden  of  the  Lord  has  written  to  thee  since  her  return  home. 
She  is  otten  deeply  proved,  and  again  she  comes  fortli  as  gold  from  tlie 
furnace, 

I  wish  we  had  more  tmly  baptized  living  ministers ;  we  have  copious 
and  eloquent  communications  from  our  galleiies,  and  there  ia  an  eftect 
produced  on  very  large  audiences  that  is  very  striking ;  the  attention 
seems  riveted  to  the  i^peaker,  and  to  t!ie  subject-matter  dehvered;  and 
when  the  address  is  closed  a  solenm  silence  ensues,  which  is  as  a 
seal  to  such  miniti.try.  Is  it  the  seal  of  our  immortal  King?  Does  his 
holy  hand  stamp  these  offer uigt$,  as  of  his  own  preparing  ?  If  not,  £ix>ni 
whence  have  they  iheir  origin?  Ala^,  1  often  fear  that  creaturelj 
activity  takes  the  place  of  the  moviugs  of  the  all-enlivening  Spix'it  of 
Truth,  the  holy  anointing ;  with  which  we  liave  no  need  that  any  mjin 
teach  us ;  and  to  teach  and  preach  in  the  absence  hereof,  seenis  to  me 
to  be  even  taking  the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God  in  vain*  But  what  I 
consider  a  very  awful  matter  for  retieetion  is,  that  should  the  reality 
of  what  we  profess  in  ministry  and  worship  be  wanting,  then  is  tt  very 
evident  that  there  is  a  substitute  set  up  amongst  u^,  and  a  substitute  too 
which  many  times  bears  an  exact  resembhuice  to  wliat  comes  from  God. 
Then  whence  proceeds  this  likeness?  Must  it  not  be  the  work  and 
device  of  **  Mystery  Babylon,*^  who  can  and  doea  disguise  herself  sa  as 
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for  what  9Le  is  not?     The  eye  which  is  not  anointed  i-armot 
iscover  llie  false  coloring  nor  the  eaiinttTfeit  gloss  of  whicii  ^he  is  capa- 
ble-    Is  there  auylhing  m  thr  true  church  of  Christ,  the  likeness   of 
which  may  not  he  found  in  this  grand  adept  at  the  deceivablenesa  of 

fpTighteousncsi?  ? 
iNany,  very  many,  of  our  religious  community  are  easily  beguiled, 
ing  unwary;  indeed,  not  thinking  it  possible  that  tho^e  to  whom  they 
have  been  accuslomed  to  look  a^  **  ensamples  to  the  flock/'  should  be 
misled.  Our  dear  youth  too,  are  in  numerous  instances  staggered,  say- 
ing, which  way  shall  we  look  for  the  right  path,  and  who  will  show  us 
any  good  ?  I  tru&i,  however,  that  the  Ahmyhty  will  he  the  protection  of 
the  humble,  sincere-hearted  one.-?  among  the  childrenj  gathering  llieir 
9|>iritH  into  communion  with  himself,  evidencing  that  **  as  a  hen  gather- 
eth  her  chickens  under  her  wings/*  even  so  doth  he  shelter  these  tender 
on€9  from  harm, 

I  often  remember  thy  saying  to  me,  by  our  fireside  at  Stoke  Newing- 
ion^  that  some  of  ui  would  be  stigmatized  ba  Hieksitcs ;  and  so  it  has 
proved.  Thou  expressed  thy  apprehension  of  things  getting  worse 
before  they  improved,  which  is  indeed  sorrowfully  the  case  ;  nor  can  I 
think  the  magnitude  of  this  evil  is  yet  fully  manifest,  there  remams 
snch  a  disjxi^ition  to  cover  it  up  and  thus  keep  it  from  view.  But,  oh, 
there  is  nothing  secret  that  the  all-searching  spirit  of  Omniscience  will 
not  bring  to  light ! 

A  conference  has  been  proposed,  again  and  again,  at  the  Morning 
Meeting,  and  in  the  Quarterly  Seleet   Meeting,  but  strongly  opposed. 
^ear  Thomas  Shtlliioe  renewt'd  it  in  our  Quarterly  Meeting  of  minis- 
^k  and  elders  last  month.     It  was  then  deferred,  and  on  opening  the 
mtttter  this  day  week,  at  tlie  Morning  Meeting,  some  got  so  irritable,  and 
there  appeared  such  a  great   reluctjmce  to  it,  that  we  who  had  wished 
it  yielded.     I  thought  it  right  to  confess  that  I  could  not  be  tenacious, 
remembering  that  ♦♦  ihe  servant  of  the  Lonl  must  not  strive,"  express- 
ing, however,  my   convictiim   that   the   slate   of  things  called  for   an 
B{iciiungc  of  views,  and  free  open  communication  one  with  anotlicr ;  for 
Hppprehended  that  there  was  increasingly  a  going  off  from  the  sure 
Btodation  ;  and  that  which  vaunteth  itself  against  the  Truth  stalketh 
%*th  witli  power,  defying  the  simple,  lowly  thing,  so  long  professed  by 
Friends,     J.  F.  spoke  to  everything  many  times  through  the  meeting ; 
he  is  restless,  and  appears  very  zealous  in  the  novel  doctrine.     P.  B,, 
^^  8.,  and  W.  A,  would  have  been  glad  had  way  o])eiied  for  a  con- 
^knce ;  indeed,  divers  whose  cry  wns  to  be  still,  and  not  think  there 
was  any  appnwich   to  schism,  now  see  they  were  mistaken,  and  that, 
had    the   early  appearance  of  danger   been   ariHistedj  much   mischief 
might  fiossibly  have  been  avoided. 
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All  tliid  wliile  I  Uave  Paul  nothing  of  a  highly  talented  Frien*!  [Elisha 
BjUcs]  lately  L-omt;  from  your  land.  Som<i  of  ua  L*annot  gel  at  him,  &[ 
lea>i  not  &o  ns  lo  lulmit  of  any  freedom  of  coiiver^jition.  He  i*  con- 
stantly accompanied  hy  such  as  are  not  of  the  old  wliooL  I.  B.  ha^ 
travelled  with  him  eo  far,  I  believe^  e\'er  jsince  he  commenced  his  visit 
to  this  nation,  and  now  holds  a  minute  from  his  Monthly  Meeting  to 
continue  with  him,  although  he  k  likely  to  stop  a  considerable  lime  in 
and  al>out  London  ;  hut  probably  thou  art  in  possession  of  all  titl*  from 
some  other  pen.  I  heard  the  Friend  preach  in  our  Quarterly  fleeting; 
it  was  a  benutifyl  exposition  of  Scnpture,  and  the  doctrines  of  tlie  New 
Ter*tament  were  brought  into  view,  in  s^ublime  language;  his  delivery  is 
also  excellent,  yet  wraehow  I  felt  a  chasm  which  tried  roe.  •  ♦  • 
In  our  lajst  Morning  Meeting,  the  ^aid  Friend  ^poke  near  the  close,  in 
answer  to  what  some  of  us  had  ventured  to  assert  m  giving  us  alarm. 
I  gathered  from  E.  B.  t!mt  we  neefl  not»  in  hi*  opinion,  yield  to  so  mucii 
miea>ine«^,  rt-C'immendL-d  cluirity,  brotherly  love,  &c.,  and  to  "  beware 
lest  {iFiy  root  of  billrrness  siprinifinjr  up  "  sbuuM  trouble  us.  This  did 
not  lend  to  the  relief  of  some  of  us,  but  the  contrary,  I  thought  it 
savored  of  the  same  spirit  which  has  for  years  been  opposing  itself  to 
that  which  lays  open  our  real  condition  n^  a  people,  in  this  country. 

What  u  very  sad  thing  it  will  be  should  the  receding  party  gain  over 
E.  B.  as  a  cham  pioii !   Oh,  my  dear  friend^  I  can  say  that  my  &oul  weeps 
in  r*ccret  and  h  troubled  for  my  own  dear  people!     Surely  we  are  fast 
mintrling  with  the  world  at  large,  and  not  a  few  of  the  mo^t  active  are 
taking  retrograde  stepiS,  as  though,  having  begun  in  the  Spirit,  we  could 
be  made   perfect  by  the  flesh,     Wliat  a  precious  pillar  must  that  dear        1 
Moses  Brown  be,  of  whom  thy  letter  speaks  so  sweetly  1    How  I  should        \ 
like  to  set  my  eye^  on  the  patriarchal  form  !    I  am  truly  glad  thou  hast        i 
such  a  frietul.     These  are  days  of  peril  among  tklsc  brethren  ;  but  we         \ 
do  find  a  few  prepared  to  sympathize  with  each  other,  and  to  bear  one         \ 
another's  burdens,  and  &o  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ*     Thou  judged  rightly        i 
in  concluding  that  my  dear  husband  and  I  have  much  to  bear  in 
endeavoring  to  keep  firmly  to  tlie  ancient  testimonies  of  Friends;  w<(,^^ 
are  considered  *'  very  naiTow-he^irted,  ignorant,"  and  *' blind  by  pr*.^a-^B 
dice;'*  but  while  we  long   that  .self  may  be  of  no  reputation  with  us»        ' 
we  do  believe  that  the  straitness   is  in  that  which  moves   oflT  from  the^^ 
tminutable  and  invincible  foundation,  even  '^  Christ  within,  the  hope  a(fl| 
glory,  "— }  ea,   while   there   may  he  great   profession  of   faith   in  the 
outward  and  visible  appearance  of  him,  our  blessed  Redeemer,  and  of 
his  being  the  propitiation  for  our  sin^ ;   all  of  which  we  old-fasliioned 
Quakers   as  assuredly  believe  in  as  the  rest,  and  possibly  feel  full  aa 
thankful  for,  in  unfeigned  and  humble  gratitude  to  him  wboite  name  if 
above  every  name. 
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liou  ivould^t  fe«l  for  that  dear  old  servant  of  our  great  Waster^ 
omfi9  Shillitoe,)  could'?!  tlion  -^ee  bow  lie  is  [jcr^fciitcd  nml  s<-t  at 
TJjltijfbl  ;  he,  however,  kr«*ps  firmly  ^xed  on  the  Rock  of  Agr-?,  against 
ich  even  *^  the  gate?  of  hell  shall  not  prcvaiL"  I  slioiild  not  wonder 
ift  h(^»1th  gives  way  under  the  pressure  of  deep  travail  and  {xinoem, 
for  hi«  own  honor,  hut  for  thai  of  the  unfhang«>ahle  Truth  as  it  is 
In  J**?kUf-  Our  friend  J.  J.  Guniey  has  L^eiii  engaged  in  h\s  uhmi]  line 
of  ff  ligiou*  work,  in  and  alx)Ut  London,  lor  a  lung  lime  past,  inking 
iDlerviils  of  rest  at  home,  writing,  &<•.  &c.  Some  Friends  tliink  him 
nrarJi  c!e**|»encd;  I  have  not  yet  diwovered  it.  I  always  cont*idered  hira 
very  de«iiYju?  of  promoting  gootl,  hut  as  not  having  seen  ^u  far  as  the 
nml  Friend,  The  same  applies  to  his  umfah!e  sister  E.  Fry.  E, 
Dudley  is  very  active  with  fier  natural  ahilities  ibr  speah'nff  and  doing. 
All  these  latter  names  /consider  as  not  of  the  old  school  ;  many  others 
I  could  mention.  minit<lerj<  and  elder?,  iu  town  and  toantry — ea^t,  wef.t, 
h  and  south.  I  have  heard  nothing  lately  of  our  niiitual  friend, 
n  Coning — ihink  I  shall  write  to  her  soon.  I  have  been  engaged  in 
eofDfMny  with  my  hu^hand,  holding  public  meetings,  and  vi^iting  tho^e 
of  Friends  in  this  county  and  Sutfolk.  We  received  a  eertiiieate  for 
the  engagement  last  eighth  month;  some  objeetion  was  stiirted  by  one 
menlMsr  in  die  Monddy  Meeting,  and  I  know  he  w^i  not  alone  in  sen- 
tisietir,  but  there  was  an  overiKtwering  expression  of  unity.  Should^t 
tfaoa  favor  me  with  another  epistle  soon,  direct^ — ijonatlmn  Gnibb, 
Lexden.  near  Colchester,  Es^ex,  Wc  have  been  up  to  London  twice 
tti  attend  our  Quarterly  Meeting,  &c.,  but  expect  to  remain  mostly 
liere  lU  our  foo'-*  house,  for  ^me  monilig  to  come.  I  find  some  opposi- 
lioti  in  SuflTolk  to  the  ancient  doclrlnes  of  Friends ;  it  has  not  yet  made 
90  much  way  In  this  county,  I  am  indeed  ex[)Osetl  to  the  arrows  of 
the  arehers  in  a  i>eculiar  manner;  yet  can  at  times  rejoice  in  l>eing  per- 
mitlod  to  stand  against  that  which  is  estranged  from  the  real  cross  of 
Cbrtdt,  ihf:  commonwealth  of  Israel,  although  my  measure  is  ^mull,  and 
it  ift  tmkj  a#»  or  ^  when  I  am  weak,  that  I  am  strong  "  in  I  he  Lonl,  and 
la  Ibo  power  of  his  might ; — tuid  all  the  while  we  are  assured  that  the 
caraM  which  we  are  called  u|>on  to  advocate,  is  not  ours^  but  that  of 
our  iminortid  King,  wlio  has  no  need  of  us,  his  i>oor  frail  worms  but 
who  tM?vtjrlhele*»  calls  into  hi*  service,  in  wisdom  inscrutable,  and  llmt 
Uf  power  may  be  exalted,  while  the  creature  is  laid  in  the  dust.  We 
fcjTi  beard  but  little  of  Charles  Osl>orn  since  his  return  home ;  some 
of  our  spirit*  are  nearly  united  to  him,  a  mourner  in  Zion ;  we  should 
be  gbd  to  bear  of  him  and  dear  Christopher  Healy.  We  have  been 
lOftdo  thankful  in  thy  peaceful  feelings  on  returning  to  the  bosom  of  thy 
deiir  fiimily  smd  friend^*,  yet  do  not  doubt  thy  having  to  pa^n  tln*ough 
nuuiy  bA])tisnis  and  exercises,  in  filling  up  thy  measure  nf  suffrrin.:  and 
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of  nriWo  scrvit-O  m  thu  militant  Church,  and  that  the  kingdoiB 
unoe  cniciliL'd  am]  forevLn'  ;^lonlit(l  Uedef mer  may  prosper  in 
carllu  The  lasit  Yearly  Meeting  in  London  wa5  still  more 
marked  by  novel  doetrine  ihun  the  one  thou  wast  at  the  p 
year,  nnd  lliere  wa^i  more  nianife?4t  proof  ihnt  we  were  not  prej 
"see  eye  to  eye."  I  feur  the  next  will  tin*l  as  more  widely  di( 
still,  anil  I  slifHild  not  wonder  if  the  libend  party  (so  cnllwl)  are 
mitted  to  show  them'^elves  as  the  "scornful  men'*  that  riilenl  in  Jei 
lem  of  old,  aeeording  to  the  sacred  recoi'd ;  yet*  I  believe  thai 
tried  fotindation — the  sure  foundation,  will  be  made  manifest; 
it  will  be  been  that  many  have  not  forsaken  it,  but  do  know  it  to 
hiding-phiee  in  the  day  of  trouble,"  *'as  the  shadow  of  a  mighty  roA' 
In  a  weary  land/'  «  •  ♦  »  j  ^j^m  qqi  ji^  the  hubit  of  much  writ- 
ing, hut  thungliL  tor  once  1  would  make  a  substtiute  for  verbally  cott' 
riuining  with  a  far  distant,  yet  near  and  dear  brotlier.  So  fare-tbef- 
welL 

I  am  in  tender  sympathy  and  regard,  thy  affectionate  friend. 

Sarab  GrC3B. 

FUOM    LYDTA    A,   BARCLAY   TO   ,r.    W. 


STY    PKAi:    FlUEIfD  J.   W. 


CiPoydon,  actor  LoiHlon,  $tli  mo.  3d,  \m. 


I  cannot  help  feeling  it  due  to  thee  affectionately  to  assure  theu  of 
our  near  love  and  unity,  if  such  an  assurance  from  a  weak  diild  wifl 
be  acceptable ;  yet,  I  can  speak  on  behalf  of  many  others  bf  rettboats, 
tor  thou  hast  very  often  been  in  our  affectionate  remembrance  the  f>a*t 
yem%  and  in  speaking  of  thee,  and  of  the  accepLable  labor  in  wliich 
thou  wast  engageil  amongst  ns  in  this  land,  I  think  I  may  say.  a  degrcf 
of  humble  gialitude  has  covered  our  minds,  under  a  sen^^e  of  ills 
ness  who  h  the  giver  of  all  spiritunl  help,  who  still  condeseeod^  to 
and  to  [>lead  with  a  backsliding  peojde,  sending  his  messengers  fr 
afar  with  line  upon  Vine!  It  has  been  truly  refivsljing  to  reiuemlxfj 
thee  and  thy  two  companions  in  laboi",  C  Healy  and  Cliarle*  (hbot 
tending  to  excite  in  ii<  the  desire  to  be  enabled  to  walk  aoswerabfe 
your  exorcise  on  our  hehalf. 

Tlie  letter.s  thou  wrote  to  G.  Crosfield  are  very  valuable,  and  whal 
ever  some  may  say,  I  cannot  doubt  that  they  have  been  very  lielpful  il 
pointing  out  to  many  the  precipice  towards  which   they  were  drawif 
and   have   been    Htrengthening   lo   many  others.     We   have   felt 
symjiathy  with  ihee  under  the  trials  which   they  have  no  doubt  eaujed' 
thee  from  some ;  but  **  wisdom  is  justified  of  all  her  chihiren,"  and  if 
they  have  been  instrumental   in  confirming  many  feeble  knees,  and  t^ 
pointing  out  the  hidden  and  deep  snarcs  of  the  enemy,  surely  there 
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Ibr  gntti(udel  I  expect  (lion  wilt  hear  from  older  hantU  tLan 
in  account  of  this  Yearly  Meeting.  It  appeare*!  to  me  very  de- 
I  of  that  solemn  jitlence  in  wLieh  we  are  at  times  permit  ted  to 
tbnt  Ho  reigns  over  all  and  ha>  the  praise  of  all,  wtiose  alono 
^fif  it  everlastingly  is !  Ah!  this  solemnizJn*^  iwiwer^liow  doci  one 
it  we  may  increa-^ingly  feel  the  superior  value  of  it  above  worda 
.-.^laralions  of  it!  It  was  truly  a  suffering  lime  to  many,  both 
tma  whni  wc  felt  and  beard!  yet  it  was  at  times  comforting  to  see 
ii'W  Mitnt*  few,  even  ainon«r  ili»>  middle-o^ed,  were  sirengiluvned  to 
imr  ft  fiMe  le,««!imony  for  our  ancient  |uineipie?. ;  and  in  some  eases 
err  ilic  meiin.'4  of  stemming  the  torrent,  as  U  weiie.  «  •  •  •  • 
Ji  !  my  dear  friend,  will  it  do  to  patch  all  over  with  love  nnA  unity? 
Ia  ifi  lik<?  trying  to  unite  the  iron  and  the  clay  in  Neliiichn(lnezzar*s 
itoag>e.  But  perhaps  I  had  belter  not  enlarge  forther  on  this  subject; 
It  is  a  day  to  sit  alone  and  keep  silence — to  watch  and  pray  lest  we 
iHtrr  itilo  temptation  whilst  looking  at  and  lamenting  over  fiorae  of  our 
ifettr  firJends,  and  mourning  over  the  desolation*  of  our  Zion !  3Iay 
IW  who  fm^  dealt  h)  graciously  with  us  and  sepiii  ated  us  to  be  a  peo- 
|ile  to  beau*  his  oatne  before  tlio  nations,  luni  yet  bis  lender  hand  upon 
QA,  melt  us,  and  try  us,  rather  than  that  we  should  return  back  to  the 
hooM  of  bondage  again,  and  the  holy  testimony  and  standard  of  Truth, 
^omnilted  to  our  forefather?,  should  be  suffered  to  fall  lo  the  ground, 
IHI  tboQgh  it  had  not  been  anointed  j  •  •  •  •  We  few  I  in  a 
^piiet  comer  here,  although  I  de&ire  to  remember  that  the  unwearied 
itmemy  ctulcavors  to  ereep  into  every  place,  and  that  there  is  no  true 
mdibiy  or  growth,  but  in  an  abiding  in  Christ  the  livhig  vine,  who  will 
htup  ttiOM:  who  trust  in  him  alone  in  perfect  peace  in  the  tnid.?t  of  all 
ilakiti^!  Dear  friend,  crave  for  me  tluit  my  mind  may  be  j=o  stayed 
and  krpt,  and  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  bring  forth  the  fruit  that  the 
pfod  lIuttNftndiiuiii  look*,  for,  tu  the  prai.^e  of  hi:»  great  and  ever  excel- 
lent Dane. 

•  •  •  •  •  J  think  I  may  say,  respecting  dear  S.  Gnibb,  that 
fhfC  Laid  a  striking  and  awful  tcistimony  lo  deliver,  both  in  our*  and  the 
DwnV  mreiing,  a^  to  the  ^tate  of  thiug:4  amongst  u^  also  affectionately 
fmlling  tlw?  **deiir  children  "  to  eoine  away  from  the  Lo!  heres  and  Lo! 
timeiw  to  ChrisI  within,  where  hi^  kingdom  U  to  be  found,  i^c,  and 
lonnnii  llie  efid  ebe  Mood  up  boldly  for  our  ancient  viewij  on  the  ^ub- 
jtfjt  of  firayer,  in  op|K>^ition  to  much  that  UiXs  been  said  inculcating 
Tiew&  C)h  !  it  rejoiced  the  heart.-*  of  many  to  heai-  her,  and  1 
h-  H'd  mind  wuii  a  little  relieved!     May  the  Lord  of  the 

I        -     '  i'  many  more  ^uch  faitiiful  >crvanL^  a:^  she  is^  quzdttied 
hf  tii»  pcwnr  nlone^  and  n<it  by  huimin  artd  and  |»arts  ! 

Wilb  the  «j|Jut«tk>ii  o^*  near  lore,  I  remain  thy  atlectionate  friend, 

Lydia  a.  Bjlbclat, 
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FHOM  JOHN  BEARD  TO  J.  W. 

Oive«toti,  nth  mo.  ?• 

MY    Vr.ltY   HEAR  FBIEXD  JOllX   WILBUR, 

A  packet  from  Bnstol  to  New  York  being ftbout  to  sailmafeirrliji 
I  run  desirous  of  nvailinpf  myself  of  tins  near  o(»portunity  to  ackowi^ 
pdpo  the  rL'crnjil  of  thy  truly  acceptahh  letter  of  3d  mo.  23<L     Iti* 
verv  pleji^ant  both  to  my  wile  and  myself  lo  be  renierabere*!  by  tJifii 
although  it  wa?  long  looked  for ;  but  1  conclude  that,  travelling  ^  fa 
and  widely  as  thou  hji-if,  corresjioiHlent!?  mii!ti[>ly  lintil  it  is  difficuh  nl 
liiburions  to  f*atisry  all  their  demand-*     We  should   indei.^*' 
thou  be  glad  to  meet  again  within  the  confines  of  mortaltt  v . 
world  of  water  separates  us,  that  it  seems  bardly  probable,  ttnkss 
whom   thou   serves  arid  who  has  once  anointed  thee  for  this  pei 
work  should  a;^ai(i  in  his  inscrutable  wisdom  reanoint  far  the 
servict*.  and  lay  the  iieccssity  on  ihee  to  traverse  the  ocean  once 
to  proclaim   to   tliis   nation,  and  particularly  lo  our  Society,  the 
foundation  on  which  bis  church  is  built,  and  that  other  fouudatiiio 
no  man  lay  ihaa  i.s  already  laid  even  Jesus  Christ,  who  h  also  t\w 
heud  of  his  own  clitin^h  and  the  corner-stoae  thereof.      And  be 
atiemptg  to  get  into  this  church  and  fold  any  other  way  than  by  Ilifli 
wlio  is  still  the  dour,  is  but  "a  lliief  and  a  robber."  And,  my  dear  friedL 
I  am  ^eatly  afj'aid  that  there  are  many  such  thieves  and  robbers  who 
have  climbed  up  some  other  way,  or  if  they  have  ever  known 
entrance  have  turned  their  backs  on  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Clir 
sought  to  mark  oul  for  themselves  some  nmt>  way  to  the  kingdom ;  and 
instead  of  wailing  for  the  reneiped^  and  repeatedly  renewed  inspimtMni 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  tlieir  ojihj  authority  for  speaking  in  the  name  of 
the  Must  High,  vainly  imagine  that  once  calle<l,  they  can  always  mlfl' 
ister  to  the  people.     But  the  manna  of  yesterday  is  unfit  for  foo«l  to-day; 
it  must  be  received  afrcsb  from  heaven.     In  this  way  they  not  only 
rob  God  of  his  honor  Imt  rob  the  people  too,  by  teacliing  them  to 
pend  on  that  which  is  not  bread ;  and  which  lias  nut  been  rlelivervd 
them  by  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  to  feed  the  jujople  with.    Sa 
SLtch  ministers  oar  God  will  not  own  ;  nor  will  it  profit  the  hearers, 
am  not  writing  thus  for  iby  information,  but  only  communicnting  my 
feelings  to  a  beloved  brother  who  I  l^elieve  has  similar  TJews  on 
subject.     The  stale  of  my  health  for  ihe  past  Jive  months  has  been  si 
as  greatly  to  lessen  my  ability  lo  bear  latigue,  as  well  as  to  bear 
weight  of  that  mental  exercise  which  must  fall  to  the  lot  of  those 
keeji  their  proper  standing  and  nllotment*  in  such  a  meeting  a^s 
our  yearly  assembly  in  Lrmdon.     For  every  living  member  has  do 
less  his  allotted  station  in  the  body  apix»inted  him  by  the  great  1 
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'4  and  if  we  an*  only  favtire^l  in  abide  in  tltftf  station^  occnjijiiig 

tulent  or  ta1«nU  cotnniilie*!   to  ti^,  I  Imnibly  (rust  we  sliiilt  bL'  ac- 

trd  by  Ilim  wbo  knows?  in  vvho-«*  bt^urt  it  is  to  serve  bim.     1  beUeve 

m   n\y  tbat  1  do  sincerely  «n(l  devmitly  (k'!^ire  I  lie  [>ro<|>eri  ty  of  tbe 

ilL  Hi»J  do  in  my  measure  lament  tlte  grievous  defeelions  of  m.^njr 

tOUr  Society;  but   I   Am  at   time-*  consoled   in  tbe  conviction  that 

itli  id  Truth  thougb  all  men  for^^nke  it,"  sind  altbongli  this  is  a  time 

*rc"in  our  fonndsitions  are  tried  anfl  proved  to  the  utteraio:*!,  and  the 

lyof  ull  ri^ibleousness  i»  endeavorinji^  to  undermitie  ibe  very  pillara 

faith,  yet  we  Imve  ibis  precionni  con-nolaliun,  "  The  Lord  knoweth 

ihnt  iirc  hi:*,  Hnd  they  shall  be  his  in  the  day  when  he  makelli  up 

jetveK'*     My  dear  friend,  with  respect  to  our  SoL'iety^  I  regard  this 

A  day  of  [leril,  wherein  nil  who  nre  on  the  Lord'8  jiide  nre  lik<?  Elijah 

d  iijHin  tx>Idly  to  avow  iheir  attiichrnent  to  the  true  faith.    Oh!  may 

niid  all  tim  faithfuU  both  in  your  land  and  ours,  be  enabled  to  keep 

feet  Hrni  on  (lie  bottom  of  Jonlan^  for  verily  this  is  the  only  s;de 

for  nil  the  true  ^njij^Kirlers  of  the  ark. 

Would  it  w*cre  in  my  power  to  give  thee  a  correct  accounf  of  tbe 

of  thing!(  atnong^sl  u?i  ua  a  Society  in  this  nation.     There  is  evi- 

iiiy  much  ihnt  is  aroi?s  in  the  foremost  ranks  ;  yet  there  is  a  kind  of 

cner  it  wdiich  lo  me  ba-^i  somethirio;  nf  the  a[>pearance  of  a  dead 

before  a  ^lorm  ;  whether  it  will  burst  out  in  our  time  remains 

be  M'isn  ;  but  il  \&  hard  to  believe  (hut  such  discordant  sentiments 

long  keep  the  peace,  e-^pcctally  with  the  prevailing  desire  of  the 

Xo  be  head*  and   lea*lers.     Some   think  them:i.elve;*,  once   called, 

t1w:iys  able  lo  minister  without  ihe  fre^h  anointing,  othera  are  unduly 

cxAllitig  the  written  hiw,  or  giving  the  Scriptures  the  preeminence  over 

I  tJhc  inlc-rnal  manifcstalion  of  tbe  same  Divine  Spirit  which  gave  them 

^Apth  ;  and  wliere   the   enemy  will  lead  these  wandering  Htars,  Omni- 

^Klcjice  otdy  know^  ;  but  surely  in  their  present  state  they  cannot   bo 

^^htlt*il  in  tbe  Truth.     It  i>  a  feaHal  thing  to  conlemplatt.',  but, my  dear 

PlneiKl,  cnn  we  do  otherwise  than  look  for  a  time  of  .sitting,  when   the 

fiidaic*  df>clrine  shall  be  scpai^aied  from  tbe  true  ?     I  feel  at  times  atj  I 

|>rlit*ve  thou  and  other  exercised  minds  feel,  discouraged,  a^*  did  Elijah 

len belaid  they  have  ^lain  thy  prophets  and  digged  down  thine  altars, 

I  CMily  aai  le(V ;  yet  Divine  gi»odnes&  is  ^lometimes  pleased  to  show 

deeply  exercised  ones,  that  there  are  yet  many  in  Isniel  who 

not  Iwwed  tbe  knee  to  limd  nor  woi-shipped  his  image. 

Should  thy  Master  see  n)e<t  to  send  thee  here  again,  thou  wilt  I  bu- 

fitid  a  hearty  welctmie,  and  most  assuredly  |deniy  of  woik  to  do;  we 

(I  »«ch  m-arkroen  aud  tuch  watchmen  ;  but  whether  we  arc  |)i*rmit(ed 

tiH*ei  again  in  tnotabili^y  or  not,  it  is  the  pniyer  of  my  spirit  ihjil  we 

»h<sii  tliisi  tiiorlid  ^halJ  put  off  luorialiiy,  be  favored  to  ubtiun  the 
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end  ot*  our  faitlv,  even  tlie  sulvjition  r>f  our  smiU,  l>y  nml  thrnii^irh  Jokiis 
Christ  <i(ir  Lonl.  IMay  we  l>e  pnaliloil  noUvithstsuHiiiig  our  present  trials 
to  look  IwAyond  the  scenes  of  this  life,  and  with  an  eye  of  thith  discover 
the  crown  iinmurtiih  eternaU  that  faileth  not  away,  wliieh  can  only  be 
ohtuincd  at  flif"  end  of  the  race  ;  and  may  this  aiinnatc  us  to  press  for- 
ward frcn  to  the-  enft  My  dear  Ann  joJns  ine  iti  very  dear  love  to 
ihec  and  thy  wife  and  family,  and  dcj^ircs  to  add  her  name  and  be  a 
parl^tker  in  this. 

Wi^  remain  thine,  very  affectionatelyt  John  Beahp, 

Ann  Beard. 

tliOit    GKORGE    CROSFIELD   TO    J.    W. 

Liverpool,  "til  mo.,  23J,  1884. 

MY  nKA«  FKIRND, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  iieceipt  of  thy  hotter  of  (iih  mo.,  2nth, 
from  Ncwporl,  which  I  receiveii  on  the  1  iih  iii^t.  Thu  aoeount  wliieh 
tliou  hast  g:iven  me  of  your  Yearly  Meeting,  is  w^n-y  intei'eslin'^ ;  and  I 
am  obliged  to  thee  for  it.  We  >hall  receive  John  Warren  a*  a  brother, 
and  as  one  attached  to  the  ancient  viewr*  of  Friends  ;  if  he  su[>jjorts  those 
'Views,  as  [  trust  he  will,  Ijomls  and  alHietioiis  and  even  pf-r.seeutions 
await  him  in  this  land.  I  ho|ic  be  will  t>e  jire^erved  ;  hut  it  i.^  wonderCuI 
how  some  with  you  have  coincided  with  tlie  inuovating  class  here. 
♦  ♦  ♦  *  *  I  annex  ati  extinct  from  a  letter  of  Jame,4  Backhouse, 
which  I  am  sure  thou  will  peruse  with  much  iniere.^t.  I  consider  it 
as  most  valuable  testimony,  because  it  come>  from  one  well  able  to 
judge*  and  who  is  entirely  removed  from  all  induence  of  the  diflerent 
vievv:^  which  have  been  taken  of  thy  letters.  It  has  been  copied  by 
many  Friendst  and  extensively  circidated.  I  read  it  to  Elisha  Bates 
and  I-  Bniithwaite  ;  they  made  ao  comments,  an<l  often  a^i  1  have  been 
in  E.  B.'s  company »  he  has  never  alluded  to  the  letter  pro  nor  con. 
•        *        *        »        »        George  Crospield. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  James  Backhouse,  of  Yorkj  dated 
at  Hobartown,  in  Van  Diemen^s  Land,  10th  mo,,  12th>  1833, 

and  received  at  York,  4th  mo.,  3d,  1834. 

**  I  have  not  read  ihrongh  Jaffrey's  Diary,  but  am  pleased,  inter- 
ested, and  instructed  by  what  I  have  read.  We  are  greatly  comforted 
by  reading  John  Wilbur's  letters;  it  is  real  cause  for  tbankfulnes?;  that 
he  has  been  enabled  to  point  out  the  dangers  attendant  upou  the  Chris- 
tian's path,  both  oil  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left.  I  hojie  the  Divine 
blessing  may  rest  ou  his  labors,  and  that  those  who  have  been  like  to 
be  jostled  o!f  the  foundation  by  conflicting  views,  may  become  settled 
thereon  in  soundoesa  of  faith,  doctrine  and  practice,  and  know  what  it 
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h  to  Iiave  salt  m  lliem^elves.  If  persons  would  look  upon  Ihe  pages  of 
IIolv  Scripture,  a*  cliructiuii-posls  on  the  way  of  the  Christian  tmveller, 
but  not  fL>  tlie  wiiy  itMAi\  iUvy  would  not  get  far  wrong.  And  it  only 
say.s  littli*  for  the  degree  in  which  any  have  the  eyes  of  their  under- 
standing tinlightened  when  tliey  begin  to  mistake  the  direction- posits  for 
the  road,  and  lo  fancy  that  they  are  travelling  ou,  becau^^e  they  now 
and  then  read  them.  If  they  read  them  without  regard  to  the  way 
they  point,  they  may  read  them  and  even  go  the  wrong  way;  but  if 
with  diligence  they  attend  to  their  direction,  and  continue  to  pass  oa 
from  faith  to  faith,  they  will  find  ihal  their  joy  will  be  greatly  increased 
by  ob-^erving  that  they  make  progrest?,  and  that  their  jii^ogress  is  pmved 
by  tlio  lessons  taught  from  Holy  Scripture  according  with  those  learned 
in  the  way  of  experience,  and  tho^e  learned  in  tlie  way  of  experience 
accoi-ding  with  those  taught  by  Holy  8crtptare/' 


FROSr   SARAH   TUCK  EH   TO   J.    W. 

Dartmouth,  |  IMiL^Bucbufietts^]  Sthnso.,  7th,  1834. 

MT  DSAR  FRIBJTD  JORK  WUMUR, 

I  may  inform  thee  that  we  received  thy  aceeptable  and  satisfactory 
letters  in  due  season,  and  are  rejoiced  to  tind  that  thou  art  fully  aware 
of  ihe  arrows  of  the  archers,  and,  we  believe,  truly  sensible  wherein 
thy  safety  alone  dependn;  and  have  no  doubt  but  that  tliou  wilt,  thrungh 
all  the  eontlieta  and  deep  bapliHuis  which  Infinite  Wisdom  may  see  meet 
to  allot  unto  thee,  experience  divine  preservation ;  hid  m  in  the  hollow  of 
Im  holy  hand,  fmra  even  the  noise  of  archers  aj«  the  watch  and  warfare 
is  on  thy  part  maintained.  I  believe  my  dear  husband,  feeUng  and  see- 
ing thy  exposed  situation,  designed  those  hints  more  ud  a  watchword 
than  as  a  repitKjf  for  anything  he  knew. 

We  feel  deeply  for  tliee,  as  well  an  for  the  precious  cause  of  Truth, 
greatly  desiring  thy  encouragement*  believing  that  strength  and  ability 
suitable  to  the  day,  will  be  mercifnlly  afforded  unto  all  tho^e  who^e 
meal  and  ^vIio^hc  drink  it  is  to  do  or  to  suffer  their  Divine  IMastefa 
will.  But  it  id  a  day  in  which  the  cry  for  more  liberty  and  confonnity 
is  very  vehement,  notwiih^tJinding  the  Holy  Scriptares  (which  lhe*e 
innovators?  profess  to  value  very  hi^ldy)  do  [losilively  say,  "  Be  ye  not 
confoi'incd  to  thin  worM,  but  be  ye  transtbrmed  by  tiie  renewing  of  yoiir 
minils,  that  ye  may  prove  what  ir*  that  good  and  acceptiible  and  perfect 
will  of  God.**  A  sense  of  these  things  is  atfecling  and  grievous  to  the 
rightly  exercised,  and  ctxusies  many,  I  believe,  to  go  heavily  oa  their 
way,  rhid  with  mourning  and  sackcloth.  But  \v!iat  ditferent,  1  would 
ask,  are  the  followers  of  a  crucified  Lord  to  expect  ?  Is  not  ihiii 
the  very  paih  which  he,  the  Lor*l  of  life  and  glory  trotl,  and  did  he 
not  forewarn  fcia  folio wers*  that  this  must  be  the  path  of  all  who  would 
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be  hU  (liscfple*,  when  Jti*  told  them  tlij^t  in  tliii  world  elipj  should  have 
tribulation?  But  how  Hustiiiniog  and  cfinsoliun;  h  the  8uh;*f"quLMit  lauguii(re 
Uttered  by  him  at  the  sam<*  time,  "  Bo  <if  ^ikjc]  cheer,  fiir  T  hnxv  over- 
coitie  Ihe  world."  Tlion  li't  m  not,  my  dear  frfen<h  he  too  imirh  ra>1 
down  or  depres^fd  in  sjhHi,  at  tlie  Peeing  or  ifie  hearing  of  these  thin^?; 
for  verily  the  Lord  will  pro.'*per  hk  own  work,  his  honorable  and  glori- 
ous* work  ;  for  mfgUty  is  Eii*  arm,  strong  Ia  his  band,  and  high  h  hh 
right  lisind  I  It  does  appear  to  m*^  to  be  ^d'e,  while  we  are  eoneerned 
to  endure  patiently  repro-iebe-;  and  rt*viliiigs, — yea,  huffetiriL'^  and 
scornings, — with  all  forl>earance  and  ni?ekncss  and  g:entlcne^s  and 
dmrity^true  charity — ^that  we  also  be  concerned  earne!*tly  to  eontend 
for  the  faith  once  delivert-d  to  the  saiiitSt  as  wi/  feel  our*ielve-*  author- 
ized by  Christ  Jesuj!  our  heavenly  she|iherd,  who  alojie  can  guide  in 
wisdom's  pati*!!,  and  ;^trd  wilb  Divine  strength  for  every  battle  ;  shield- 
ing with  that  faith  which  give?;  the  vidory,  atid  by  which  alone  we  are 
enabled  to  stand  fast  in  ihe  Hbertj  where witlj  Christ  hath  made  us  free 
that  we  bti  not  again  entangled  in  the  yoke  of  iHitidage. 

Now,  I  may  tell  thre  what  I  sometimes  think  of,  and  it  .<*eem-  com- 
fortable, I  think  I  have  a  little  gleam  of  better  days,  for  it  always  ap- 
peared to  me  that  hinldingj*,  however  s^tately,  without  good  foundation, 
were  of  short  duration  ;  because  they  will  not,  they  cannot,  in  the  very 
nature  of  things,  endure  trial,  hut  when  the  fire,  the  wind,  imd  the  enrih- 
quak(>  approach  and  beat  against  ihem,  they  must  fall;  and,  I  believe, 
tliat  after  all  these  have  spent  themselves  and  are  pajk<ed  away,  a  quiet 
serenity  and  [Jliltness^  will  .<uee^ed  ;  at  which  time  it  will  he  a  season  of 
returning  and  of  gathering  unto  that  city  which  bath  foundation!*  whose 
builder  and  maker  the  Lord  is.  Thi>  I  pray  the  Almighty  Father  to 
hasten  in  his  own  time  ;  and  I  do  believe  that  the  Lord  i»i  yi*t  gmeiou-^ly 
ditJposed  to  build  n[)  Zion,  and  to  jiirengthiMi  tiie  walk  of  Jeru>aleni, 
and  will  be,  yea  h  now  plea*.ed,  witli  the  saerifiet">  of  rigliteoujine.-^'*,  and 
will  preserve  n  remnant  who  will  be  found  willing  to  suffer  for  the  tes- 
timonies of  Jej^iUiit  concerned  to  magnify  the  law,  and  make  it  honor- 
able;  even  the  law  of  the  Lord  after  the  inner  imin. 

Wilt  thou  not  t^ay  I  tiave  forgotten  whom  I  am  addressing?  I  ani 
consciiHi?,  my  dear  friend^  that  thou  knowest  all  these  things,  and  much, 
very  much  more  than  I  can  say.  But  I  trust  I  shall  not  give  offence; 
for  I  fee!  oflen  as  though  I  could  weep  with  (hose  who  weep,  and  re- 
joice with  those  who  can  rejoice  in  tribulation,  in  jioverty,  and  "leser- 
tion,  in  having  nothing — nothing  of  their  own — no  coat  or  covering  that 
they  dare  trust  to,  or  depend  upon,  but  the  |Mjwer  and  spirit  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  yet  with  this  possessing  all  things  needful  ;  my  spirit  ^sym- 
pathizes  with  such  wherever  scattered,  and  can  hid  them  God  sjiced. 

*♦• Tliytriend, 

Sarah  Tucker. 
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MY  DKAJl  rWEWD. 


Grojdofi4  6th  of  10th  mo.,  iSSl. 


I  fear  it  will  almost  seem  as  if  1  did  not  value  thy  kind  communica- 
tion of  the  12th  mo.  ]a^U  to  suffer  so  long  an  i titer val  to  elapse  ere  I 
reply  to  it.  But  be  a.stiiired  this  is  not  llie  ctise,  l^r  from  it.  Thy 
letter  has  been  in  my  ^Kjckelhook  ever  since  I  received  it,  wfiich  was 
not  till  the  5th  mo.,  in  order  to  reply  to  it,  a-  well  as  to  have  the  plea.s- 
ure  of  ot\en  reading  it  lK>th  to  niy!*elf  and  oeea.sionally  to  an  inliiiiMte 
friend — a  poor  mourninj^  limther  or  a  sister  m  the  tiiitlu  Mo>t  fully  do 
I,  and  many  more,  nnite  in  all  ihou  hast  conveyed  bulh  in  those  lines 
and  in  every  line  I  have  heard  read  as  coming  fit»m  thy  pen,  and 
especially  in  thone  dear  view.-?  thou  hiist  received*  to  give  forth,  ns  I  do 
believe,  relative  to  the  state  of  Ihe  church.  [ta<t,  present,  and  lo  come. 
Ami  my  heart,  with  the  hearts  of  many  in  tlii-s  land,  does  indeed  salute 
thee,  and  bid  thee  God  speed  on  ihy  journey,  iruvail,  and  service ; 
desiring  that  no  man  or  thing  may  hinder  thee  fiom  doing  all  ihou 
ha-sti  ill  thy  measure  and  in  thy  day,  to  do  for  Him  and  his  glory,  for 
his  can^e  and  people,  while  life  and  strenj;;th  are  graciously  vouchsafed. 
Oh,  how  often  have  I  remembered  thee  and  thought  of  thee,  us  one 
whom  the  Lord  has  made  use  of  in  an  eminent  manner^  wliile  on  tliy 
visit  in  tliese  Inlands,  to  uncover  and  bring  out  to  view  the  working  of 
the  wily  enemy,  as  it  is  this  day,  and  to  riianifest  the  path  of  tlie  Just 
OuCt  and  the  work  of  Gud  in  and  among  his  people.  Thou  wilt  be 
pleased  to  hear  (and  Oh*  that  I  may  continue  in  the  gratefuh  Immldiug 
»ense  of  these  mercies  I)  thai  "Jaffray"  ha*  been  almost  everywhere 
very  favorably  received,  even  enemies  to  the  Truth,  or  those  that 
would  prevent  it,  acknowledging  their  admiration  at  the  record  therein 
borne.  •  ♦  • 

I  advertised  "  Jaff'ray  "  pretty  largely  in  pei'ioilicab,  litemry  and 
religious,  and  have  esjjecially  in  view  those  among  other  Societies  ivho 
are  seeking  the  best  things*  and  not  settled  in  their  forms.  As  surely 
as  I  believe  the  views,  which  we  have  ever  held,  to  be  according  to 
Truth,  so  do  I  believe,  that  many  u]j  and  down  are  preparing  to  ac- 
knowledge and  emhrace  them  ;  tuid  that  these  old-fashioned  testimonies 
wliicli  are  advocated  in  our  early  Friends*  bookri,  will  come  to  be  ad- 
mired and  sought  out,  whether  our  people  scout  them  or  not. 

Some  of  those  who  once  were  in  esteem,  have  said  Pcnington'a 

writirtgs  had  better  b«.^  put  intu  a  heap  aiul  burned  ;  while  on  the  other 

hand,  a  preacher  at  Brighton,  wJio  preache-j  in  his  own  chapel  without 

pay,  and  is  flocked  to^  recommended  publicly  to  his  bearers  Peniugtou's 
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Letters,  and  in  consequence  Frienth  there  were  applied  to  for  the 
b(K>k  !  Oil,  surely  there  h  a  gocKlly  com|»r»nT  without  our  |>?ile,  who 
may  even  take  the  plitces  mid  the  crowns  loo  of  tliose,  be  thev  wiio 
they  may,  who  desert  ihe  eause  which  once  was  dear  to  tiiem,  und 
which  ihey  Iionored,  hot  riow  seek  to  undermine,  lay  waste^  or  make 
of  none  effeel,  endeavoring  to  lower  the  standard,  and  make  it  square 
with  their  own  notions  and  pnicliee.  I  have  been  asked  by  more  than 
one,  titandiiigf  somewhat  high  among  us,  to  leave  out,  in  my  2d  tdilion 
of  "Jaffray/'  that  qnotalion  from  thy  **  Letter!?,"  in  my  notes  to  the 
Memoirs  of  Friends  in  Seoiland ;  but  I  ii^erted  it  purposely,  and  out 
of  a  sense  of  duly,  knowing  it  would  not  please  isych  ai*  depart,  or 
are  in  danger  of  depaitiitg  from  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
saints.  ♦  •  «  »  ♦ 

There  has  been  a  mighty  endeavor  by  all  means  to  salve  things  over, 
and  heal  tip  alh  and  some  have  seeme<l  in  degree  to  see  and  recover 
them^selves  out  of  the  snares  in  which  tliev  were  all  but  taken,  and 
other**  pmfess  great  desires  for  love  and  unity,  meekness,  gentlenesHi, 
patience,  &c.  But  on  the  whole,  it  does  dceui  to  me^  the  temptatioas 
are  more  and  more  seen  through  by  Friends  at  large,  espeeialiy  the 
truly  lowly,  contrite,  little,  teachable  one.'* — tlie  poor  of  ihe  flock.  I 
have  been  absent  fi'om  home  three  month*?  this  smmnn'r,  in  the  West* 
having  liberty  for  religious  service  among  Friends  as  way  might  open ; 
and  found  myself  obhged  to  join  hands  with  a  beloved  Friend,  in  visit- 
ing the  families  of  Friends  in  Falmuuth  Monthly  Meeting,  And  in 
that  engagement,  as  well  as  everywhere,  1  had  occasion  to  notice,  that 
though  the  standing  of  many  seems  in  slippery  places  and  on  sluftitig 
ground,  and  many  of  understanding  may  yet  fall,  there  is,  nevertbeles?, 
a  worthy  remnant,  whose  liands,  though  hanging  down,  I  trust  will  not 
let  go  their  liold  of  tliat  whicli  they  have  truly  handled,  and  know  to 
be  their  only  hope,  and  strength,  and  saiety.  Dear  William  liyrd  is 
yet  living,  and  alive  in  the  Truth,  though  very  helpless,  laid  on  a  sofa 
by  day,  yet  cheerful,  calm,  and  cle^ar  in  his  intellect*  Samuel  Rumlell 
of  Liskeard,  and  Sarah  Tucker^  are  veterans,  and  ijuile  aware  of  the 
mode  of  wartare  now  abroad.  The  former  hiis  published,  at  Yearly 
Meeting  time,  **  Observations  on  Redemption,  Worship,  Ministry, 
Supper,"  ifee.— a  pamphlet  thou  wouldst  Viilue  I  think.  It  is  for  those 
not  Friends,  but  hits  many  points  in  which  Friends  are  implicated,  and 
is  Hkcly  to  be  i*eprinled,  and  I  am  now  in  correspondence  with  him 
upon  it,  having  had  it  in  hand  before.  Poor  Ann  Tweedy  seemed 
bowed  in  mourning  greatly,  feeling  like  many  others  of  us  day  and 
night,  how  things  are  tending  and  verging,  though  very  f[uielly  and 
artfully,  and  to  many  ahnost  imperceptibly.  No  convubion  awaits  us, 
as  with  you ;   it  might  be  belter  for   us  if  it   were  so.     No,  no  i  the 
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enemy  is  wber  than  to  foment  tliis  ;  hp  would  not  liurt  us  for  the  worlil ; 
no,  only  If t  us  be  indured  to  give  up  ihu  true  foundutian  for  anuihf'r, 
and  he  |1^omi:^es  so  gently  and  peactiably  to  glide  u-?  on  it,  tlml  we  ^hnU 
not  know  it,  except  that  it  will  he  less  rugged  and  hard  to  ffe.^li  nnd 
blood,  without  any  cross  or  slnjggb-%  and  there  shrtM  he  nothing  taken 
from  us  that  we  ntfect  to  priite,  such  as  our  customs  and  Iniditinn?,  our 
churcli  system,  and  so  forth,  nothing  shall  be  disturbed  of  all  tltis,  and 
all  the  profes.sora  and  the  world  too,  shall  love  us  the  better!  A  new 
edition  of  J.  J.  Guniey'a  Peculiarities,  f£'(V/i  additions Am^  passed  a  com- 
mittee of  ike  Slorning  Meeting,  of  which  I  wa^  one.  Oh,  it  made  my 
heart  sick  to  attend  it,  only  that  my  Cluster  whispers,  "All  thef:e  things 
nni^t  ne(;d.'=t  come  to  pass — but  .^ee  that  ye  bt'  not  troubled."  A  Friend 
lliat  I  have  been  aceujatomed  to  look  up  to,  as  to  a  mother  in  Israel, 
actually  :*aid  on  one  occasion,  when  we  came  upon  sumethiiig  of  very 
doubtful  and  dangerous  import,  that  many  years  haek  she  shouM  have 
found  a  ditiiculty  in  the  passage,  and  she  thought  the  Society  at  large 
was,  perhaps,  not  prejiared  to  receive  it  as  it  stood;  yet  she  aektiowl- 
edgetl  the  truth  of  it,  but  thought  it  had  better  be  somewhat  modi- 
fied I  Ah !  my  IViend,  the  language  h,  "  1  will  show  thee  yet  greater 
abominations  than  these."  And  in  this  Ixjok  of  which  I  speak,  thou 
may^t  see  tar  more  open  pal[jable  proof  (in  an  additional  chapter  on 
worship  and  mioistry)  tlmt  thy  sentiments, expressed  in  thy  "  Letters" 
are  indeed  true,  or  rather  short  of  the  whole  truth.  It  is  needful  I 
should  say,  I  protested  in  my  feeble  way,  against  the  tendency  of  the 
whole  chaj>ter,  telling  the  committee  and  the  author,  that  tJjc  contrast 
wtis  stmug  between  that  and  Barclay's  Apology.  Tlie  Morning  Meet- 
ing is^  however,  dissatisfied  that  works  should  be  examined  by  a  com- 
mittee, so  that  I  hope  the  rule  will  be  altered  next  year.  The  above 
mentiooed  Friend  [J.J.  C».]  has  been  visiting  hunilies  in  our  Quarterly 
Meeting  for  a  long  time  at  intervals,  and  especially  giving  lectures  on 
religious  subjects  j  which  is  a  sort  of  new  tfijl  that  has  sprung  up  in 
these  At\y^^  wherein  the  performer  htis  more  liberty  to  follow  the  divina- 
tion of  his  own  brain,  than  in  speaking  by  immediate  revelation,  ixs  the 
Spirit  lays*  under  a  necessity  and  gives  ability  and  utterance  ;  thus  there 
1<*  more  room  for  the  creature  to  lake  a  pai*t.  1  have  not  attended  any ; 
but  they  have  been  floeked  to  by  Friends  and  others,  who  are  generaEy 
much  taken  with  tlie  [dan.  We  heard  yesterday,  in  the  Meeting  for 
Suff'eiings,  that  John  VYarren  is  arrived  at  Liverpool  Oh,  that  he 
may  be  iustruclfrd,  ajid  led  fUong  in  safety,  preserved  and  strengthened 
to  espouse  the  holy  cause,  and  refresh  tlietpoor  heritage  I 

As  to  K.  Bates,  who  is  just  about  setting  sail  from  our  shores,  it  is 
ray  paintul  belief  lie  has  been  sadly  milled,  tis  to  the  state  of  things  in 
this  land,  ^upijosing  we  were  in  danger  from  Ilicksism  ;  and  he  has  been 


SOO  JOUHNAL  OP  JOHK  WrLBlT?. 

shckereil  under  the  vvirif^  of  those  who  have  carefully  kept  Iiim  froiu 
beings  imtluceived.  Oh,  how  instniclive  it  is  to  see  that  the  most  emi- 
nently giftt*d  instruraent.H  nre  only  really  useful  while  in  t!ie  Biiiue 
hand  and  ordering  }  nm\  that  the  Almighty  i*  not  bound  to  work  by 
them  h«j!  iia  lie  sees  meet  ;  and  he  can  raise  u|j  striplingji,  that  so  no 
flesh  fihouW  glory.  It  is  the  distinguishing  feature  of  this  heres^y,  that 
it  nina  among  the  rich,  tlie  great,  tiie  learned,  the  elofjuent,  the  spirit- 
ualiy  gifted,  and  highly  experienced;  and  the^e  in  our  laml  are  con- 
nected by  various  ties,  almost  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the 
other;  so  tbal  they  generally  bear  rule,  where  things  are  carried 
by  resspeet  of  person!*,  or  other  iiifeiior  eonsJdemtion.  My  dear  brother 
Kawlinson  sees  more  and  more  into  thej^e  things  ;  he  likewise  ha*  heeti 
tnivelling  through  many  nortliern  counties,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health 
in  jmrt,  and  has  been  mueh  at  large  meetings  and  among  the  ehief 
folks.  He  soays  ihe  withering  lendeney  of  these  new  viewg  is  already 
beginning  to  appear,  ajal  will,  he  believes,  more  and  more.  He  sipeaka 
of  having  eneunntered  some  that  have  l»i'en  a;*  pillari^,  and  it  astoni^iied 
liiui  how  scKiU  tliey  were  isileneed,  and  how  little  theyeould  suh^laiuiale 
against  the  early  Friendi*  and  their  doctrines.  Speaking  of  a  great 
meeting  in  Wesfirmreland,  and  of  a  Friend  with  whom  he  had  a  lotigh 
discom-se,  he  writes  that  he  appeared  on  the  1st  day  in  both  meetings; 
'*  but  stieb  a  drowsy  afienioon  meeting  I  do  not  remember  to  have 
attended  anywhere.  Before  me  (for  I  faced  the  meeting)  and  behind 
me,  the  process  of  nodding  was  gohig  forward  !  Alas,  surely  if  the 
wonl  of  faitli  is  not  preacbed — the  word  nigh  in  the  heart,  Iiow  <"billing 
must  be  the  ministry  in  Qttakers' naee tings,  for  worship!"  All  thid 
will  not  surprise  thee,  ray  de4ir  friend.— Oh,  ihat  all  who  are  not  with 
us  would  even  go  out  from  us^  and  show  their  true  colors ;  it  would 
be  more  honorable  than  to  be  endeavoring  to  insinuate  something  else 
among  us,  wdiieh  our  fathers  could  not,  neither  can  we  m\o\\\ ;  nay, 
which  we  have  protested  against,  and  came  out  from,  when  wu  became 
a  people.  *••♦*#* 

Dear  Thomas  Shillitoe  was  taken  poorly  at  P.  Bedford's,  and  was 
prevented  being  at  our  (Quarterly  Meeting,  but  is  better  again.  He 
told  me,  after  the  Select  Meeting,  there  wits  noilitug  too  bad  to  expect 
ill  ther-e  times  ;  and  truly  I  much  question  whether  some  who  cim  speak 
abundance  about  what  our  blessed  Saviour  has  done  for  them,  hav  in^*^ 
foisiiken  or  slighted  his  witness  in  the  conscience,  can,  notwithstanding 
all  their  high  profession,  be  trusted  for  common  honesty  and  sincerity. 
There  is  a  want  of  simplicity*  uprightness,  straightforward  acting;  and 
it  manifests  itself  in  our  meetings  for  discipline,  in  pulitical  expediency, 
raantJL^uvring,  and  subtle  unworthy  ways  of  getting  things  passed  in 
meetings*      From   wbat  I   understand,  things  are  more  as  could  be 
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wi.*he<l  in  Ireland  tlian  here,  and  those  they  senrl  us,  as  rep res-^en tali ves 
?\i\Ti(\  thi^ir  ground  firmly,  ami  arc  a  real  lit'l]»  to  us.  ♦  »  *  ♦ 
•  *  Farewell,  my  beloved  irieml ;  nmy  I  he  Mo=«t  High  be  our  .shield 
and  our  exceediug;  great  reward^  aud  a  very  present  helji  in  trouble, 
Wilh  dear  Jove,  m  whiidi  my  wife  aud  sister  Lydia  unite.  I  reniuin  thy 
sincere  friend,  Jotix  Bakclay. 


PHOM    JOHN    VFILBUR    TO    SARAH    TUCKER. 

HopTtintoti,  2d  mo..  2r>tb,  18,15. 

MY  DEAlt   PMEXD   SAR.\tI   TUCKECR, 

I  will  HOW  aeknowled*ze  that  for  more  than  half  a  year,  I  have  been 
indebted  to  tbee  fur  thy  truly  comfortable  aud  inlerestiug  salutntion  re- 
ceived at  Portsmouth^  and  a  sweet  repast  it  proved  as  we  travelled  on 
the  wav  from  thence  towards  Providence.    And  how  refreshiuff  indeed, 
and   sireugihening  too,  to  (race  in  the  commuiucations  of  a  dear  friend 
thril  whieb  rueefsthe  wilne^is  in  ourselvea,  Jiud  auswers  a.^  faee  to  laee  in 
a  gla.ss  ;  >irikiuglv  indicative  of  the  m^.-rey  and  goodness  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  not  only  in  permitting,  but  in  wisely  ordering  a  union  of  feel- 
ing in  the  covenant  of  the  everlasting  gospel  among  all  hi?*  children, 
from   the  leun^t  unto  the  greatest.     This  makes  them  rejoice  in  the  ex- 
cellency of  bis  love  which  so  exceedingly  enlarges  our  heart ^  towards 
him,  and  abundantly  tends  to  quicken  our  feelings,  and  lo  bring  us  near 
one  to  another — yea,  and  mutually  to  de:*ire  tlie  building  up  and  e^^tnb- 
lijihment  of  one  nnofbcr  in  '*  the  obedience  of  ikith,"  and  n[wn  a  tbun- 
datiou  which   never  failetb.     How  precioufi,  my  dear  friend  does  this 
look  to  me,  and  how  tbt^kful  do  I  desire  to  be^  that  the  blessed  Giver 
of  every  good  and  perfect  gift,  has  given  ine   mimy  beloved  brothers 
and  tender  sL'^ter^4 ;  and  disposed  them  by  the  power  of  that  love  which 
pervade-i  his  whole  heritage,  and  gathers  unto  himself, — to  drsire  and 
to  intercede  for  my  preservation  !     The  pra3'ers  of  the  righteous  are 
declafifd  to  avail  much  ;  hut  tlien   I  need  not:  say  to  thee,  that  G&d 
must  have  the  glory  and  honor  of  our  preservation,  if  indeed  we  are 
favored   with   that  ntispeakuble  gitl.     But   tryly  my  dear  friend,  thou 
also  knowe?t   that  unless  we  watch  con  tin  u  ally  and  pmy  fervently  for 
ourselves,  and  for  the  angel  of  his  presence    to  be  encamped  round 
about  UH,  all  the  pniyers  of  all  the  saints  in  tlic  militant  church  will 
not  keep  us  !     Then  how  clearly  we  see  tiui  profiiriely  of  anneximg  to 
our  prayfrs  for  one  another,  ibe  exhortation,  of,   ''  Staml   fast   in   the 
Lord^  and  let  no  man  take  thy  crown."     O  the  teitiptalious,  a.^suuU^, 
and  buffetings  of  our  souls*  enemy  !     He  ^eein^  to  be  stalking  abroad 
HA  at  noonday,  seeking  for  prey  which  be  may  devour  I     Tiifu   how 
oeedfid  for  the  servaiUs  of  the  Lord   to  dwell  in   hi.>s   light  which  will 
detect  Ibe  iwlversary  in  his  every  movemenl  and  in  his  every  irunsfor* 
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madon ;  and  to  live  and  to  rlwell  vtry  near  to  Him  whose  power  nlon© 
can  pnitt.'rt  us  agaiinst  the  delusion^,  as  well  as  against  *'  tlie  fiery  »lurU 
of  the  wicked  one," 

Attlxiuf^li  ray  life  for  these  several  years  pa^it,  Las  been,  very  much 
a  life  of  inoumiiig  atul  a  sea^ui  of  lamentation,  on  account  of  the  re- 
ductions of  the  enemy,  and  the  ifiroads  whteh  he  U  making  in  our 
Zion,  yet  I  am  bound  to  ^ay  that  the  Lord  hiis  beeo  very  gracious, 
and  in  the  midst  of  my  despond  in  gs,  sometimes  for  rayjiclf,  and  siorae. 
liraes  for  the  Church,  has  removed,  nt  i^eason.s  all  doubt  of  the  snirieien- 
Cjof  his  grace  or  of  his  power^  and  encouraged  my  soul  to  trtist  in  hira. 
In  some  of  these  seasons  it  has  been  made  manifest  to  my  underi^tand- 
ing,  t!mt  everlasting  kindne-ss  will  not  suffer  anything  to  befall  hia 
obedient  and  truly  di'peadent  ehihlren,  ttntt  will  do  ihem  any  harm  ;  m 
they  are  faithful — keep  the  word  of  his  patience  and  trust  in  him. 
When  thus,  througli  unmerited  mercy,  my  mind  has  been  strengthened 
to  trust  in  the  Lord,  and  to  rejoice  for  a  season  in  his  salvation,  then 
my  own  (rials  and  individual  sufferings  have  appeared  as  but  a  drop 
from  the  byt^ket,  eouipsired  to  ihe  atiliclions  which  do  rest,  aTid,a!4  I  i»p- 
preheiid,  will  increasingly  rctit,  upon  all  the  fuithful  teslimuuy  hearers 
iji  our  IsraeL  Will  not  the  cries  of  these,  lifted  up  day  and  night  be 
graciously  heard  of  the  Lord  of  Sabaoth,  and  regarded  by  him,  as  ihey 
lie  very  low  before  him  and  confess  their  own  nothingness  aud  imwor- 
thinesa  as  well  as  insutRciency  to  do  anything  without  him ;  and  are 
also  willing  to  endure  hardness  for  his  blessed  name's  $ake — to  do  what- 
soever he  calls  for  at  their  hands,  and  careful  to  do  no  more.  Uy  the 
prayers  and  faithfulness  of  the^e  I  trust,  my  dear  sister,  the  Redeemer 
of  the  world  will  send  forth  his  p<>wer,  to  the  saving  alive  ami  to  the 
sparing,  at  lenii*t  of  a  remnant  of  his  people.  And  if  ihey  will  count 
nothing  too  dear  to  'give  for  tlie  exaltation  of  his  testimonies,  he  will 
cause  tlie  life  and  power  of  his  blessed  presence  to  abound  in  them,  and 
to  go  along  with  them,  to  the  [»uliing  down  of  some  of  the  .4roug»htdds 
of  the  destroyer.     ♦*♦♦•♦♦ 

John  Wilble, 

prom  daniel  wheeler  to  john  wilbuk. 


*'  Henry  Frceling  "— Fnpieta  Bay,  IsUad  of  OtJitieite,  5th  rao.  2l«t,  1836. 
MY  HEAR  FIltEXO,  JOHN  wtLntra^, 

Although  much  time  has  elapsed  since  we  saw  each  other  ni  Nor- 
^vieh  in  England,  and  though  many  have  been  the  turnings  and  over- 
turnings  of  my  heavenly  Loid  and  Master's  hand  since  that  day,  yet 
at  seasons  I  have  never  ceased  to  remember  thee,  in  the  fresh  abound- 
inga  of  that  love,  the  precious  influence  of  which,  binds  together  in 
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one,  the  disciples  of  tlie  one  crucified,  risen  and  glorified  LonT»  bow- 
ever  distnrit  from  fiieli  oilier  llioir  lot  mny  be  cast.  Tliou  maj-est  prob- 
ably hiwii  b<?ard  .*;omt'thing.  (ihoiigli  I  doubt  rt  as  I  writL*,)  of  thr  figbt 
of  H(!licfion  and  distress  wlnrh  I  had  to  ondiire,  wilhin  the  borders  of 
ray  own  beloved  fnmily,  wbit'h  deprivt^d  me  of  the  beloved  partner  of 
all  my  joy-s  and  sorrow?,  and  n  faithful  sharer  in  them  for  more  ihan 
itiirty-tvvo  and  a  half  years.  What  my  Master  did,  I  knew  not  at  the 
time,  Ijut  have  ^Inre  known,  to  the  eomfort  and  conj^olahon  of  tnv  trib- 
ulated  mind,  and  to  the  praise  and  glory  of  bis  grace.  "  What  I  do, 
ihon  kni)v\M'>t  not  novr.  but  thou  slialt  know  hereafter."  And  persuaded 
I  am.  reiii'Wedly,  that  everj'  dis[)eniHiition  of  hi:^i  holy  will  toward.-*  me, 
wa^  only  to  pre  [wire  me  lor  the  great  work  in  w!iieh  I  am  now  en* 
gitged ;  and  to  set  the  ciiiJlive  spirit  more  and  more  free  from  every 
earthly  eare,  and  to  w*ean  it  from  the  near  and  dear  social  tie,  and 
render  it  more  fit  to  be  emidoyed  in  the  liiglie^t^  greatest,  and  most 
noble  ealling  upon  earth,  even  in  a  eause,  dignified  ivitli  innuortulfty, 
and  ertnvjied  with  elernal  life. 

In  addition  to  this  lienvy  trial,  which  took  me  back  across  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe,  a  winter's  journey,  twenty-eij;ht  days  in  length,  once 
more  to  liehohl  (be  wreck  of  my  preeioiia  tamily,  and  regnlale  their 
affairs,  tor  their  future  well-being,  the  messengei's  of  Saian,  (for  they 
were  many,)  were  let  loose  to  bulfct  me.  After  the  vessel  **  Henry 
Freeling,"  from  which  I  now  address  thee,  was  fitted  out,  we  sailed 
from  London  on  the  thirteenth  of  eleventh  mo<,  183-],  and  joined  her  a 
few  nirlrs  below  Gruvesend;  and  eventually  proceeded  from  (here  to 
Portjimouth,  in  the  neighborhooil  of  which  we  were  deluined  more  than 
four  months  by  strong  adverse  gales,  iind  other  circumstance:?,  but  aJl 
tending  evTentually  to  promote  the  great  object  in  view;  and  I  tully 
believe,  "  working  together  for  good.'*  During  I  his  long  detention* 
in  the  winter  months,  our  little  bark,  of  alnjuf  one  hundred  tons  only, 
was  often  tempest-tost  withont,  and  some  on  boani  often  tenipest-iost 
within. 

AfK'r  having  been  hen^  about  a  month,  my  mind  wa*?  i^orely 
exercised,  and  ihei^  was  but  one  way  for  rac  to  thnnv  it  off,  to  my 
relief;  and  this  was  by  making  an  open  avowal,  that  I  was  not  satis- 
fied to  pmceed  atiy  further^  let  the  consequences  be  what  they  might, 
with  the  Friend  j*p|Mjinted  by  the  **  Meeting  lor  Siitferings  "  in  Lon- 
don, a."*  an  assi<tjirit — <jr  by  s4*ine  termi'tl  a  eompttnimi^  but  not  by  ray- 
stdf.  Tfris  eireum:?tance  seemed  to  raise  a  *'  kue  and  cry  " — or  some- 
thing like  it,  against  me  in  almost  evei-y  part  of  England;  and  at 
length,  drew  down  a  committee  appointed  by  the  **  Meeting  f*ir  Suffer- 
ings" lo  visit  me  at  I'ortsmoutb,  vix:  Peter  Bedford,  George  Stacey, 
JosiahVorsterof  Tottenham,  and  Samuel  Gumey;  bringing  with  them 
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the  final  ilrtcrminfUion  of  n  I^Froting  for  Sufferings  gpecially  convpned 
on  tlu*  ocaision,  which  wa«— tliiU  1  ,<houM  be  left  at  liberty  lo  [iroceed 
(Ml  \\m  voyage  without  any  fiirllier  companion  than  niy  son  Charles^ 
(ubonL  twcnly-tbiir  year:^  of*  nj^e,)  wlio  t)t4ieved  it  his  tliity  to  iT.*i^i 
hb  siiuriiion  in  Russin,  (all  tin?  living  thiit  he  had,)  aud  snrn'nihn*  him- 
self to  the  Divine  disposal,  by  making  the  offer  of  going  wifh  mo,  and 
of  making  himself  iisefnl  in  any  way  that  mi^ht  present,  if  approved 
by  Friends  iu  London;  and  this  was  accepted  by  the  f^encralily  of 
Friend*,  as  far  a**  I  know;  but  the  condiici  of  Daniil  Whe<*h^r  in  this 
buj^iness  wa*  considered,  from  nurth  to  sontli,  to  he  highly  n/pi-ehensi- 
ble,  if  not  shameful,- — to  use  the  said  Friend  in  the  manner  I  !iad  done. 
They  wanted  a  rea^ion,  and  I  eould  give  them  none  ;  but  (hat  I  had 
acted  under  a  sen-^e  of  duty.  Thi-^  eotdd  not  be  reconciled.  It  was 
not  under>tood  by  those  who  never  lienrd  the  Master's  voice,  at  any 
time,  or  saw  his  shape  ;  and  I  fear  it  may  be  sai<l,  believe  not  in  him. 
or  this  defienplion  I  am  aware  thou  art  not  ignorant;  there  arc  not  a 
few  in  our  Soeiely  in  Eufrhmd.  I  think  they  cjinnot  be  better  i>ointed 
out  than  by  my  saying,  lliey  were  f^uch  a^  Idghly  di-approve  of  "John 
Wilbur*!?  Letter:*"  piddi^hed  by  Gwrge  Crosfield,  of  which  I  am 
thankfulf  m  having  several  copies  now  along  with  me.  But  what 
puzzled  these  i>eople  most  of  all,  wan  that  the  Friend  and  myself  parted 
in  brotherly  love.  There  had  at  no  time  l>eea  any  diffeiTiiee  existing 
between  u.s,  jmd  I  quite  thought  thnt  he  had  been  right  in  msiking  the 
offer,  at  the  out-set,  intusniueh  as  he  had  promoted  my  being  eet  at  lib- 
erty by  the  '*  Meeting  for  Sufferings,"  which  would  not  have  been  the 
case  if  another  Friend  had  not  offered  himself,  as  neither  the  outfit  nor 
the  purolia^e  of  the  vessel  would  have  been  entered  into,  until  one  had 
showed  hituseif.  When  we  riepamted  at  Portsmouth,  he  gave  me  as 
handsome  a  clearance  in  writing,  m  1  could  desire,  or  wish  for ;  and  in 
a  letter  to  iIk;  Monthly  Meeting  at  Ttalhy,  (near  Doneaster,)  lo  which 
we  iKjth  b(dong  as  member:?,  J  had  also  given  him  full  satistiietion,  and 
the  meeting  too,  as  well  as  the  *^  fleeting  fur  Sufferings,"  which  had 
been  furnished,  by  myself,  witli  a  copy  of  the  said  letter.  Moreover, 
when  sifted  by  some  friemk  who  wanted  to  get  information  from  him, 
he,  in  the  snme  noble  manner,  deelnreil  that  if  lie  had  it  to  do  again,  he 
would  i*liH  do  the  same  ;  Imt  even  this  eould  not  switisfy.  I  received 
letter  after  letter  reproaching  me  fur  my  conduct,  and  declaring  that 
my  going  had  not  their  unity ;  and  one  Friend  did  not  hesitate  to  expre&s 
his  belief  that  ihe  Divine  preseuee  was  withdrawn  from  rne,  that  I  was 
left  lo  myself,  and  that  the  deteittion  and  other  eireumstanet's  eora- 
bined  to  declare  it.  At  one  time  I  concluded  to  return  to  London,  and 
meet  these  enemies,  face  to  face,  but  something  continually  occurred  lo 
preveid  my  taking  this  ?tep,  when  ready  to  set  out.     Some  of  my  true 
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(ricntis  approved  of  it,  and  otbers  dreaded  the  result.  I  was,  however, 
favored  to  see  througli  tlii-i  snare  of  (be  eoeiny,  for  I  fully  believe  if  I 
had  gone  again  to  London,  the  voynge  would  have  been  set  uside  alto- 
gether;  as  I  mn  satisfied  that  it  would  have  caused  a  eomplete  expos* 
.ure  of  the  principles  of  many  among  us,  and  a  complete  explosion 
;  and  I  was  not  desirous  to  shrink  from  going,  on  this  account,  but 
tlie  language  in  my  mind  was,  "  Let  the  dead  bury  llieir  dead — but  go 
tboi) !  "  1  believe  many  Friends  could  .*ce  the  divine  Hand  in  all  lliis, 
aa  it  occasioned  my  writing  many  letters,  in  support,  I  humbly  trust, 
of  the  Truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  The  detention  also  afforded  time  for 
our  captain's  character  to  be  fully  developed,  and  another  to  be  ap- 
pointed in  bis  place-  It  wa^  thought  afterward-s  by  many,  and  partic- 
ularly by  myself,  thut  we  had  not  been  detained  one  day  loo  long.  I 
must  pas3  over  all  particulars  of  the  voyage;  however,  on  leaving  the 
neighborhood  of  Port.smouth,  we  reached  our  anchorage  in  tlie  harbor 
of  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  Brazn,^without  making  a  single  tack, — a  thing, 
perliaps,  never  done  before  by  any  vesseL 

Farewell,  my  very  dear  friend.  My  dear  love  awaits  thee  and 
thini%  and  all  those  that  in  sincerity  love  the  Lord  Jesus,  in  which  my 
Charles  would  ghully  join,  and  believe  me  thy  affectionate  iViend. 

Daniel  Wheelkji. 


FROM  JOHN  WILBCTR  TO  JAME9  AND  SARAH  TUCKER. 

Hopkinton,  Qtb  mo.,  8th,  1886. 

MT  DBAIC  FRIENDS  JAM^  AND  BAtUB  TtJCKBR, 

Although  I  have  not  received  a  line  from  your  hands  since  I  last 
wrote,  for  which  omission  I  have  no  doubl  but  you  have  had  sufficient 
reason,  yet  having  now  a  good  opportunity  by  my  niece,  and  feeling 
too,  a.*t  I  trust,  a  continuance  of  that  love  which  has  many  times,  even 
when  absent,  brought  you  very  near  to  me^ — 1  am  wilhng  to  renew 
iJie  salutation  of  it,  in  a  covenant  which  I  hope  will  never  end;  for  I 
am  [jersuaded  that  you  are  of  that  number  who  are  deisiring,  according 
to  the  strength  which  may  be  given^  to  support  and  even  advance  the 
Loral's  cause  among  his  jteople.  And  I  rejoice  in  believing  that  there 
are  yet  in  the  Church  those  wdio  are  faithful  *'  In  labors,  in  waichings, 
in  fastings  ;  by  pureness,  by  knowledge,  by  kindness,  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  by  love  unfeigned,  by  the  word  of  Truth,  by  the  power  of  God, 
by  the  armor  of  righteousness  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left,  by 
honor  and  dishonor,  by  evil  report  and  good  report;  as  deceivers  and 
yet  true ;  as  unknown  and  yet  well  known ;  as  dying  and  behohl  they 
live  J  as  chastened  and  not  killed ;  as  dormwful,  yel  always  rejoicing ; 
18 
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as  poor,  yet  makini^  many  fu-h  ;  &^  having  nothing,  and  yet  po^^cssing  all 
tiling^/'  May  ihe  Churclj  umkr  our  name  nevf  r  be  wanting  of  iliose 
who  ran  set  tlitfir  seals  to  this  striking  description  of  ihe  humble  and 
true  Christian's  experience.  To  the  livinnr  members  of  the  body  it  is 
no  mystery — to  you,  my  dear  friends*  it  nvt'iln  no  interpretation.  "Well, 
my  friends,  however  depres^scd  with  a  st^^isie  of  our  own  weaknesses, 
however  laden  with  inflrmkie:*,  let  ua  look  confidently  to  Him  on 
wliom  help  is  laid,  let  us  nevertheless  press  forward  towards  tlie  mark 
for  the  prize  of  tlie  hi;^h  ealhng  of  Go*!  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord,  in 
the  faith  of  the  everlasting  covenant  i  then  will  he  be  to  us  strength  in 
weakness,  riches  in  poverty,  and  a  present  help  in  the  time  of  need. 
And  when  the  deepest  baptisms  are  administered  by  the  hand  of  the 
Lord,  or  suffered  through  any  medium  whatever^  then  sluiU  we  witness 
judgment  lirought  to  the  line,  yea,  as  it  msiy  be,  in  thi*  midst,  or  with 
our  feet  standing  upon  ihe  very  bottom  of  the  River  of  »Iudgment. 
Then  shall  we  be  prepared  also  to  see  rigliteousness  and  uprightness 
invariable  with  the  plumb  line  ;  we  shall  be  ejuieksighted  and  of 
ready  discernment,  not  only  lo  see  a  little  of  the  pu^po^es  of  heavenly 
Wisdom,  but  of  the  mystery  of  inifiuiiy,  and  its  working  in  the  chil- 
dren of  disobedience.  And  then,  however  deep  and  ctm,staiit  our  con- 
cern for  the  safety  of  our  own  souls,  we  shall  sometimes  witness  this  t?on- 
cem  to  be  swallowed  up  of  one  which  is  greater  and  higher,  even  for 
the  safety  of  the  Church  of  Christ  and  for  her  testimonies.  In  such  a 
concern,  his  loyal  subjects  have  not  been  wont  to  account  their  own 
live^  dear  to  themselves,  when  compared  with  the  ministry*  which  they 
have  received  of  Christ  Jesus  to  testify  of  the  gospel  of  the  grace  of 
God. 

And  now  I  feel  free  to  .say  to  you,  my  dear  friends,  as  to  tho«?e  whom 
I  know  will  be  discreet  in  knowledge,  that  my  fears  regarding  things  on 
the  other  side  of  the  water  are  being  hmientably  realized ;  that  such 
as  my  labors  there,  Ijoth  by  word  and  wriliijg,  were  designed  to  coun- 
teract, are  notwithstanding  very  likely  to  prevail  to  an  alarming  de- 
gree; and  whether  the  Society  there  will  be  able  to  purge  itself  by  a 
copious  dismemberment,  or  whether  a  disj unction  will  take  place,  or 
whether  the  leaven  will  be  sutFered  to  remain  tili  the  whole  be  leavened, 
as  w.os  the  case  witli  the  primitive  Church,  when  it  graduated  into 
apostasy,  is  yet  tincertain. 

The  unsoundness  is  far  the  most  prevalent  amongst  the  wise,  the 
rich,  the  learned  and  the  influential ;  which  renders  it  exceedingly 
difficult  to  raise  the  authority  of  Truth  above  it.  The  avowal  and  de- 
velopment of  their  views  were  issued  forth  (in  the  "  Beaeon  ")  by  a 
person  living  in  a  Monthly  Meeting  where  their  strength  was  great,  so 
that  the  author  could  not  there  be  dealt  with.     But  the  Quarterly 
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Meeting,  by  a  great  exertion  of  the  faithful  members,  did  appoint  a 
committee  to  assist  the  Monthly  Meeting  in  dealing  and  placing  judg- 
ment. And  it  is  said  that  tlie  Quarterly  Meeting,  on  account  of  the 
strength  it  had  to  contend  with^  applied  to  their  last  Yearly  Meeting, 
and  tiiat  the  Yearly  Meetiug  a|j{>oiuted  a  committee  to  assist  the  Qaar- 
terly  Meeeting.  But  unhappily  (as  I  gi-eatly  feared)  several  of  those 
inftuentiul  cliaracters — such  a^s  above  alluded  to — were  nominated  on 
the  committee.  By  recent  information  we  leara  that  the  committees 
both  met  at  Lancashire  Quarterly  Meeting  ^  and  all  that  I  can  under- 
stand to  have  been  done  was,  that  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee 
retjuested  the  Quarterly  Meeting's  committee  not  to  act  without  its 
permis.sion.  So  that  thijigs  stand  in  a  very  unpleai»ant  suspense.  But 
after  all  there  h  one  favorable  circumstance^  namely,  the  disavowal  of 
the  Beacon  by  the  Morning  Meeting  in  London.  Nevertheless  the 
aspect  of  things  there  looks  fearful  ;  and  that  fearfulness,  or  the  occa- 
sion of  it,  has  extended  itself  to  thecje  shores.  Suinetimea  the  sallies 
from  sound  Christian  doctrine  are  in  one  direction,  and  sometimes  in 
another  j  the  object  and  aim  at  this  time  eeems  to  be,  to  divide  and 
distinguish  Christ  from  his  own  spiriu 

Such  assertions  as  the  following  are  now  to  be  met  with  repeatedly, 
— if  ministers  and  elders,  and  others  both  of  our  own  parts  and 
strangers  are  to  be  credited — namely,  that  *'  the  Spirit  of  Truth  is  no 
part  of  a  Saviour;'*  "that  Christ  only,  and  hira  crucified,  is  to  be 
preached ;  that  these  pretensions  of  the  Liffht  and  the  Spirit  must 
vanisli  away,"  &c.  &c.  But  the  advocates  for  such  assertions  and  for 
such  a  preadier,  say  that  he  ia  entirely  sound,  and  that  the  difficulty 
re^4  wholly  upon  our  want  of  understanding  him, — an  apology  as  yoti 
will  recollect,  very  similar  to  one  frequently  nwidc  on  behalf  of 
another  innovator  some  ten  years  ago,  about  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia. I  am  thinking,  that  if  the  wise  and  learned  cannot  speak  so  as 
to  be  understood,  whethw  they  would  not  do  well,  to  give  place  to  the 
ignorant  imd  unlearned,  whose  declarations  are  seldom  if  ever  misun- 
derstood ;  especially  if  their  motives  are  pure  and  their  anointing  of 
the  Lcjrd,  as  were  those  of  Peter,  James  and  John.        •     •     •     •     ♦ 

I  remain  your  friend  and  brother  in  tribulation, 

John  Wilbur. 


FROM    STEPHEN    GOfJLD    TO   J.    W, 

Newport,  10th  mo.,  30th,  1886. 

FBIEaa  JOHH  WILAi'R, 

I  have  nothing  new  from  England.     Our  friend  T*  T,  has  either 
tlXNtght  best  not  to  wTit«,  or  tlie  letter  h^s  miscarried.    I  expect  his 
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mind  is  under  much  discouragement  and  pcrpk'xUy  on  account  of  the 
state  of  thing:*  uniong  lliem,  and  M-ell  indeed  it  msij  lie,  for  where  is  our 
Society  in  n  state  of  settlement^  holding  the  authority  and  jwwcr  in  the 
Trutli  that  it  did  in  the  day^  that  are  past — to  be  j?ure  somethiuj^  remains 
among  us,  hut  the  seed  h  under  oppression  and  sorely  distre^^rd  in 
many  pkces.  •  ♦  I  leam  that  things  at  the  school  are  oo  hetter. 
Poor  Seth  and  Mary  have  a  fiery  trial  and  my  soul  sym|jnlhizes  with 
them  deeply  ;  I  have  troil  their  path  nnd  know  it  well-  *  ♦  •  "Wlien 
that  which  was  once  known  in  our  Society  as  skill  and  wii^dom  degen- 
erates into  mancKuvre  and  stratagem,  it  is  time  thiiiga  were  stopped  azid 
resumed  on  a  more  honei?t  plan,     •     »     • 

Hannah  Backhoiise  and  Anna  Thorn  are  now  aliout  twelve  days  on 
their  pasj^age,  and  if  they  have  had  thu  weather  as  wc  have  had  it,  they 
inu?t  have  had  a  pleasant  time,  I  wrote  to  Anna  while  she  was  in 
New  York,  and  gave  her  such  advice  as  T  thought  might  be  beneficial 
to  her  on  the  passage,  and  in  England,  and  particularly  cautioned  her 
against  too  close  intimacy,  in  which  the  nafuml  part  was  apt  to  be 
caught,  and  true  vision  obstructed.  ♦  •  ♦  Friends  here  are  gener- 
ally well  Seeing  Peter  Collios  in  town  this  morning,  I  thought  I 
would  salute  thee  as  a  brother  m  exercise  for  the  welfare  of  the  Church. 
Thy  affectionate  friend,  Sikphen  Gould* 


FBOr  J*    W.    TO   MARY   DAV13. 

HopkiDtOD,  1st  of  lit  mo.|  1886. 

MY   nitAR   FRIES n   MART   DATTS, 

The  various  and  very  peculiar  trials  and  afflictions  which  have  fallen 
to  the  line  of  thy  experience,  and  to  that  of  thy  dear  husband,  have  truly 
induced  many  brotherly  feelings  of  sympathy  and  commiseration  in 
my  mind ;  and  so  far  as  I  have  been  capable  I  have  craved  your  pres- 
ervation and  support,  through  all  the  enmity  and  huffetings  of  Satan, 
Oh  I  how  the  cmcl  enemy  strives  to  beguile  and  to  destroy  the  disci- 
ples of  a  crucified  Lcrd — ^to  sift  them  as  wheat ;  hut  how  consoling  and 
strengthening  the  Lord's  intercessions  for  Peter  r  "  I  have  prayed  for 
thee  that  thy  faith  fail  not."  And  certainly,  my  dejir  Mary,  He  whose 
mercies  fail  not,  but  are  new  every  morning,  will  not  leave  thee,  nor 
forsake  thee  in  the  day  of  trouble  and  anguish  of  spirit,  which  he  has 
safilerfid  to  overshadow  thee,  as  the  clouds  overshadow  the  earth  ;  for 
aa  thy  trust  is  in  him,  and  thy  cries  are  mightily  lifted  up,  his  ear  is  open 
to  hear,  and  hti  will  break  through  the  clouds  and  melt  them  away. 
He  will  fill  thy  dwelling  with  his  i-adiimce,  peace  and  love.  He  will 
encamp  round  about  thee  by  the  angel  of  his  presence,  and  cause  thy 
enemies  to  be  at  peace  with  thee,  as  a  glorioua  reward  for  a  faithful 
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endurance  of  hardness  as  a  good  soldier,  and  an  ample  remuneration 
for  days  and  months,  nay,  even  years  of  tlie  keenest  anguish.  Well, 
my  dciir  iVienfl,  I  rejoiee  not  that  sore  tribukilions  have  fallen  to  thj 
lot,  (or  I  might  say  to  t^our  lot,  for  I  believe  that  Seth  has  had  his  part 
with  thee,)  Imt  1  rejoice  in  heheving  that  the  grace  of  God  is  suffieient 
for  yoUf  is  sufScieiit  in  the  greatest  of  straits  and  deepest  of  wadiogs  : 
sometimes  in  standing  stilh  (it^  at  bis  command)  we  shall  see  his  salva- 
tion ;  and  sometimes  in  turning  the  battle  to  the  gate,  his  strength  will 
be  our  crown  and  victory. 

And  again*  though  I  have  sorrowed  in  your  sorrows,  yet  I  do  rejoice 
that  such  as  you  succeeded  E.  and  L.  [in  charge  of  the  boanling-school 
at  Providence]  for  certainly,  if  persona  of  the  new  views  had  taken  the 
superin tendency,  tlie  consequences  would  have  been  (in  my  appreliea- 
sioa)  trnly  forlorn.  And  ina**much  as  I  entertain  some  feara  in  rela^ 
tion  to  thy  health,  and  the  endurance  of  thy  patience  m  ?o  painful  and 
arduouiS  a  service,  I  stiil  feel  many  forelMKlings  as  to  the  continued 
usefulness  and  safety  of  that  in;«titution ;  for  when  you  leave,  if  the 
preyenl  uaJluence  oonUnue,  persons  of  a  diflerent  cast  will  undoubtedly 
be  sought  for  to  fill  your  place.  And  whether  we  shall  be  able  with 
such  influence  in  the  committee,  even  with  you,  or  any  other  sMjund 
Friends  at  the  lieiid  of  the  funiily  to  preserve  the  school  from  gross 
defection  in  principle,  is  at  best  very  doubtful ;  and  1  preaumc  there  is 
no  section  anywhere  in  the  Yeai'ly  Aieeting,  where  the  dissemination 
of  unsound  principles  would  so  much  contribute  to  destroy  Quakerism 
in  New  England.  It  is  indeed  a  day  of  great  tearfulness  and  much 
trembling  for  the  safety  of  the  ark  of  our  testimonies,  lest  the  enemies 
of  our  Israel  should  overcome,  and  the  ark  of  God  be  taken.  Should 
such  unhappily  be  the  case,  then  judgment  will  certainly  rest  upon  the 
house  of  Eli,  or  those  whose  sins  may  be  the  cause  of  such  reproach  in 
Israel. 

Farewell  my  dear  friend,  and  may  He  on  whom  help  is  laid  be  near, 
yea  he  with  thee  and  thy  dear  husband,  and  keep  and  comfort  you  with 
the  sweet  incomes  of  his  goothiess,  and  stablish  you  upon  the  imaiu table 
foundation  ; — and  remember  in  your  most  tried  moments,  that  you  have 
a  friend  who  loves  you,  and  hopes  that  your  prayers  and  his  will  con- 
tinue to  be  mutual.  John  Wilbub. 


FROM   8 ARAB   TCOKER. 

Dartmouth,  lit  ino»,  I9tli^  18M. 

I  acknowledge  there  may  have  been  some  cause  for  thee  to  suspect 
tliai  we  were  grown  rather  cool  and  indifferent,  in  regard  to  answering 
18* 
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thy  commynicationB,  as  some  time  haa  elapFed  svince  we  wrote.  But 
can  assure  thee  it  is  not  so,  for  tliy  letters  were  tmiy  acceptable^  inter- 
esting and  comforting  to  our  jtoor  minds,  and  would  long  ago  have  been 
replied  to  by  me,  if  I  had  thought  that  any  thin*?  I  eould  write  would 
have  been  worthy  of  thy  perusal,  I  have  been,  much  of  the  time, 
confined  in  consequence  of  ill-health,  and  sometimes  felt  so  poor  and 
destitute  of  right  materials  for  profitiible  writings  that  I  have  scarcely 
dared  to  attempt  such  a  thing.  Yet  I  have  often  remembered  thee, 
and  now  feeling,  a:^  I  apprehend,  a  little  of  tljat  love  which  unites  the 
liearta  of  poor  pilgiims,  who  are  laWring  and  travailing,  in  s^pirit,  to 
obtain  a  better  and  more  enduring  inlieritance — ^who  through  hiith  and 
patience  are  striving  and  wrestling,  even  as  it  were  in  the  night  sea- 
flOD,  for  the  blessing,  the  new  name  and  the  white  stone — am  willing 
again  to  resume  my  pen,  hoping  that  it  may  at  least  serve  as  a  fresh 
token  of  our  unfeigned  friendship  and  fellowship  with  thee  in  the  gos- 
pel of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  And  I  pray  that  this  may 
C5ontinue  forever  on  that  ground,  whereby  we  sitall  be  enabled  always, 
whetlier  present  or  absent^  to  be  one  another's  helpers,  yea^  joy  and 
rejoicing  in  the  Loi'd. 

Althongh  I  do  not  go  much  al>roadj  and  am  much  secluded  from  my 
friends — particularly  so  this  winter^ — ^that  I  get  but  little  information 
how  the  times  are  ;  yet  it  seems  to  me  that  it  ia  rather  a  low,  poor  time 
in  the  general,  and  this  poverty  I  fear  is  not  the  worst ;  is  it  not  a 
season  of  distress,  of  great  perplexity,  of  darkness,  and  of  treading 
down,  a  day  in  which  we  are  called  to  mourning  and  lamentation  ! 
and  in  which  the  priests,  the  Lonrs  ministers,  have  to  weep,  as  between 
t]ie  (x>reh  and  the  altar,  saying,  "  Spare  thy  people,  O  Loni,  and  give 
not  tliine  heritage  to  reproach  ?  "  Such,  indeed,  are  my  feeliugrs,  but 
most  gladly  would  I  be  informed  that  I  am  altogether  mistaken.  But, 
notwithstanding^  my  dear  friend,  I  do  feel,  at  seasons,  some  encourage- 
ment ;  a  little  light  now  and  then  break*  forth,  by  which  it  is  clearly 
seen  that  all  those  who  adhere  to  good  old  Joshua's  resolution,  let  others 
do  as  they  may,  they  will  serve  the  Lord,  and  that  in  his  own  way, 
(which  is  the  way  of  the  Cross,)  and  not  in  tlic  will  and  wisdom  of  the 
natural  man  ;  will  be  preserved,  although  sharp  mny  be  their  conflicts, 
and  deep  their  baptisms.  Yet  He  who  knoweth  those  who  are  his, 
who  bcholdetb  purity  of  intention  and  cleanness  of  heart  with  Divine 
approbation,  will  not  suffer  a  hair  of  t!ieir  head  to  be  hurt ;  so  that 
amidst  all  the  commotions,  the  jars  and  the  rents,  the  ups  and  the 
downs,  within  our  borders,  I  humbJy  trust  and  believe  that  a  precious 
remnant  will  escape,  whose  lives  will  be  given  them  for  a  prey.  O! 
that  thou  mayst  not  faint  or  give  back  in  the  day  of  battle,  when  called 
upon  to  stand  for  the  faith,  even  that  precious  faith  which  was  once 
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delivered  to  the  saints.  I  believe  thou  hast  oobly  stood  therefor,  and  that 
thoa  wilt  continue  to  do  so,  whatever  thou  mayst  siifTer ;  and  it  seemed 
as  if  I  might  just  offer  thee  a  word  of  encouragement,  as  I  feel  it  to 
arise  at  this  time,  altliough  I  know  I  am  addre^ising  one  whose  experi- 
ence in  all  those  things  doth  far,  very  far,  exceed  ray  own.  Thou  art 
not  alone,  I  can  assure  thee,  in  thy  tribuhited  path ;  I  beUeve  there  are 
not  a  few  who  are  in  the  same  way,  who  go  bowed  down  all  the  day 
long,  whose  hearts  are  pained  within  them,  who  are  dismayed  at 
the  seeing  and  hearing  of  those  things  which  ai-e  floating  within  the 
borders  of  our  once  highly  favored  Society*  Indeed,  is  not  this  the 
language' of  some  of  the  little  remnant,  *' Oh !  that  mine  head  were 
waters  and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears,  that  I  might  weep  day  and 
night  for  the  slain  of  the  daughter  of  my  people  ?  "  In  my  retired  mo- 
ments my  heart  is  sometimes  raised  in  desire  and  humble  prayer  to  the 
God  and  Father  of  all  our  sure  mercies  for  the  pro3(^>erity  of  the  true 
Church,  that  her  iMioken  wallj*  may  be  repaired  and  her  desolated  gates 
again  set  up,  her  stakes  strengthened  and  her  cords  lengthened — that 
she  may  yet  break  forth,  both  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left,  and 
may  yet  shake  herself  from  every  defilement,  and  thus  become  an  eter- 
nal excellency,  the  joy  of  tbe  whole  earth  j  ♦  ♦         ♦         • 

Sabah  Tuckcb. 


FBOM   J*  W.  TO    SAHAH  TUCKER. 

Ppovldenoe,  6tb  mo.,  6th,  1830* 
Thy  iBs^i  salutation,  my  dear  friend,  was  received  in  due  season,  and 
was  truly  cordial  to  my  mind,  bringing  with  it  a  savory  evidence  of 
tliat  which  unites  in  one  and  makes  glad  the  hearts  of  those  who  love 
the  blessed  appearing  of  our  Lonl  Jesus  Christ ;  and  by  this  renewed 
evidence  and  assurance  I  feel  no  reserve  at  all  in  writing  freely  to  thee, 
aa  to  &  flieter  beloved,  in  the  bonds  of  gospel  love  and  fellowship,  in 
Him  who  hath  in  his  tender  mercies  favored  ub  to  drink  together  of  the 
one  spirit. 

I  have  read  thy  letter  again  and  again,  and  I  can  assure  thee  that  as 
ofl  as  I  have  read  it  I  have  been  refreshed  and  comforted ;  and  now, 
while  writing,  I  am  made  to  feel  thankfol  to  the  Grod  and  Father  of  all 
our  sure  mercies  that  there  are  here  and  there  to  be  found  those  who  are 
travelling  and  laboring  together,  in  the  spirit  of  their  minds,  for  the 
safety  of  the  Lord's  [leople,  and  for  the  keeping  of  his  testimonies.  My 
desire  and  prayer  for  this  precious  few,  is,  that  they  may  not  only 
receive  their  daily  supplies  of  strength  from  the  everlasting  and  inex- 
haustible Fountain  of  life  and  j>ower,  but  by  "  oflen  speaking  one  to 
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another,"  and  communing  one  with  another,  as  well  secretly  as  expres- 
sively, they  may  be  a  istrength  one  to  another.  And  I  do  account  it  a 
great  favor  that  personal  separation  and  distance  In  die  world  cannot 
deprive  these  of  such  sweet  communion  ;  they  are  often  lud  by  the 
same  blessed  Hand,  sometimes  lo  the  test  of  their  fmth,  in  the  deep 
waters  of  Jordan,  and  souietinaes  to  a  fuU  conlirraalioii  of  it  hy  marvel- 
lous dclivcranoes.  These  become  thereby  quulilied,  in  the  living 
experience  of  God'd  providences,  to  be  helpful  in  **  building  one  an- 
other up  in  the  moat  holy  faith,"  Well,  then,  my  beloved  sister  and 
felltiw-traveller,  let  us  avail  ourselvea  of  his  mercies  in  permitting 
us  to  joy  in  one  another's  joys,  aa  well  as  to  sorrow  in  one '  another's 
sorrows. 

And  although  more  oongtantly  watching  over  ourselves,  and  engaged 
in  intcrcessiotis  for  our  own  preservation*  yet  these  exercises  arc  some- 
times swallowed  up  in  the  greater  concern  for  the  keeping  and  spreading 
of  the  lestimonies  of  Truth,  and  the  preservation  of  the  Lord's  people 
everywhere.  ♦*•*••• 

I  remain  thy  irieud  &ud  brotherp 

John  Wilbuh, 


FROH   BTEPHEir   GOULD   TO  J.    W. 

Newport,  4ih  mo.^  1886. 

MY    DKAR  FBISSD  JOBM  WU.BUR, 

Thine  of  the  2Gth  ult,  did  not  reach  me  until  the  4th  inst  It  was 
very  acceptable,  and  I  can  respond  sincerely  to  thy  feelings  on  account 
of  the  state  of  our  Society,  both  in  Europe  and  America.  It  is,  indeed^ 
"  Watchman  \  what  of  the  night  ?  "  and  I  believe  it  is  somewhere  said 
in  Scripture,  *'  What  of  the  day  ?  "  for  both  our  night  and  our  day  are 
gloomy  and  appalling.  But  it  does  not  seem  as  if  it  will  quite  answer 
to  give  up  and  let  all  go  by  the  board.       *♦•♦•* 

I  have  received  probably  all  the  information  from  England  that 
thou  hast.  Lately  has  come  to  hand  a  parcel  and  a  pretty  long  letter 
from  T.  T.  Among  the  things  sent  was  the  printed  Report  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting's  Committee  to  the  Monthly  Meeting.  On  reading 
it  I  was  reminded  of  old  Robert  Knowlea,  who,  when  a  person  told 
him.  that  '*  he  was  an  unaccountable  original,"  went  home  and  told  the 
family  that  "  a  man  had  said  something  about  him  which  he  could  not 
decide  to  be  for  him  or  against  him."  On  reading  the  forepait  of  this 
report,  it  looked  much  as  if  it  was  right  and  decided ;  but  was  exceed- 
ingly neutralized  at  the  close.  In  the  parcel  is  also  Ricliai*d  Ball's 
wicked  book,  entitled  "  Holy  Scripture  the  Test  of  Truth/'  which  is  all 
plain  and  flat  in  the  face  of  Barclay,  Fenn^  and  Hancock.    I  learn  that 
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John  Wilkinson,  at  a  meeting  at  Tottenham,  lately,  said,  "  Let  not  those 
who  believe  in  an  inward  Ught*  think  they  believe  in  Christ,  for  every 
infidd  believes  in  an  inward  light."  T.  Shillitoii  followed  him  and  said, 
**  If  there  is  not  an  inward  light  witb  whteh  I  have  been  acquainted 
these  sixty  years,  I  am  now,  when  on  the  brink  of  the  grave,  in  a  most 
deplorable  condition  " — and  then  proceeded  m  a  very  good  and  appro- 
priate testimony.  Soon  after,  he  was  at  another  mceling  where  J.  Wil- 
kinf?on  advocated  the  propriety  of  judicial  oaths,  and  was  spoken  to  by 
a  woman  Friend,  who  told  him  she  was  sorry  to  have  the  meeting  dis- 
turbed with  such  remarks,  and  requested  him  to  de?ist»  which  he  did  not 
do,  and  another  Friend  repeated  tlie  request  for  him  to  i«it  down,  which 
he  did ;  and  at  the  next  Monthly  Meeting  that  occurred  he  and  hia  wife 
requ edited  to  be  dismissed  frora  the  Society.     •*«•#♦ 

I  have  not  thought  of  going  to  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting,  hut  if 
thou  liast  a  mind  to  go  thou  hast  ray  unity  in  30  doing,  and  hojve  thou 
wih  attend  to  it.     *****     * 
Affectionately, 

Stephen  Gocld. 


FROM    STEPHEN    GOULD    TO    J.    W. 

Newport,  12tb  mo.,  24th,  lgd6. 

DBAB  FRIEND  JOHN   wn:.BUR, 

It  is  now  sometime  since  I  saw  thee  or  beard  from  thee,  and, 
now  in  the  opening,  the  prospect  is  not  very  large  of  communication  j 
arising  much  from  the  apprehension  that  thy  friends  in  England  freely 
communicate  with  thee  on  the  state  of  things  with  them.  My  let- 
ters from  there  have  been  quite  frequent  of  late,  and  it  looks  lo  me 
that  another  Yearly  Meeting  there  must  result  in  a  separation,  ihoygh 
U  is  said  the  "  Evangelical  Friends,"  as  they  call  themselves,  are 
agreed  in  nothing  among  themselves,  excepting  to  remain  with  Friends 
and  give  them  as  much  trouble  as  they  possibly  am.  Those  who 
have  resorted  to  the  weak  and  beggarly  elements,  still  remain  with 
the  Society  and  attend  meetings  for  business  t  and  in  Kendal,  the 
Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  though  of  this  description, 
continues  to  keep  his  seat  at  the  table,  yet  the  resignation  of  Anna 
Braithwatie's  daughter,  after  being  some  time  withheld,  has  been  ac- 
cepted by  the  meeting. 

EHsha  Bates  has  published  bis  reasons  for  being  baptized, as  he  calls 
it,  in  a  very  simple  mode,  by  Dr.  Smith,  at  Homerton,  in  or  near  Lon- 
don ;  that  is,  he  was  sprinkled,  and  considers  he  never  received 
Christian  baptism  until  this  was  done.  His  reasons  ai*e  published  in 
a  pamplilet,  which  I  have,  and  should  not  desire  anything  better  to 
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refute  him  than  his  own  words,  contained  in  his  *'  Doctrine.^  "  under  the 
head  "  Baptism,  <fec./*  which  i^  now  being  republished  in  the  '*  Friend  ;'* 
and  it  seems  to  me  it  will  not  be  very  ^mlatable  to  Mm  to  eat 
his  own  words.  In  his  **  Reasons,"  &c,,  his  weakness  and  his  nakedness 
and  the  shame  of  his  nakedness  most  strikingly  appean  It  seems 
to  me  a  good  writer  might  expose  him  to  his  great  discomfiture, 
although  he  has  displayed  much  ingenuity  and  adroitness^  and  also 
assumed  much  humility  of  himself  and  concern  for  the  Society,  for 
which  lie  says  his  love  has  much  increased*  But  not  doubting  the 
same  may  have  reached  thee,  I  shall  say  no  more  about  him,  save  that 
we  Jearn  he  has  arrived  in  this  eountry.  In  New  York  he  stayed  bat 
a  short  time;  he  was  invited  to  dine  at  Samuel  Woods,  by  his  soos. 
While  there  he  manifested  much  uneasiness  or  agitation  of  mind.  In 
Philadelphia,  he  stayed  hut  about  three  hours,  and  I  do  not  learn 
that  he  spoke  with  any  Friend  while  there.  I  have  heard  tlmt  some 
prominent  individuals  at  ML  Pleasant  have  renounced  him  since  his 
baptism — Benjamin  Wright,  in  particular ;  but  there  are  some  others 
in  that  neighborhood  who  are,  I  fear,  as  wild  as  himself,  and  there  is 
no  knowing  to  what  lengths  they  ivill  go. 

I  have  lately  had  a  good  letter  from  Joshua  L}Tich,  and  another  from 
dear  old  John  lleald,  hut  both  letters  were  previous  to  Elisha*s  arrival 
in  this  country*  They  are  both  alive  and  aware  of  the  dangers  wiiich 
await  our  poor  and  distressed  Society,  John's  letter  ivas  peculiarly 
sweet  and  acceptable,  as  from  Ms  age  and  many  infirmities  I  never 
expected  again  to  have  seen  the  traces  of  his  pen* 

The  Yearly  Meeting's  Committee  have  recommended  the  case  of 
Isaac  Crewdson  to  tlie  care  of  his  Monthly  Meeting,  and  he  now  stands 
on  their  minutes  as  an  offender.  William  Porster  and  J.  J*  Gurney 
were  with  the  committee  when  this  was  done.  It  would  seem  as  if 
there  is  sufficient  strength  in  Hardshaw  East  to  effect  his  disownment, 
and  it  is  said  J.  J.  G.  was  very  pointed  and  decided  in  his  expressions 
in  support  of  the  order  and  doctrines  of  the  Society,  when  attending 
that  Monthly  Meeting  with  the  Yearly  Meeting's  Committee ;  hut  he 
must  do  something  as  E.  Bates  is  doing  before  I  can  have  full  confi- 
dence in  his  pretentions  to  i?oundnes^  ;  that  is,  he  must  unwrite  some 
things  which  he  has  written ;  and  I  have  not  failed  to  apprise  Thomas 
Thompson  that  such  are  my  ideas  respecting  J*  J.  G.,  though  I  appre- 
hend  he  is  alarmed,  and  finds  that  he  has  let  down  so  many  bars  that 
tMng.s  liave  run  to  much  greater  length  than  he  was  aware.  But  the 
fact  is  that  the  present  state  of  things  in  England  is  the  legitimate  fruit 
of  many  of  his  publications. 

I  attended  the  kst  Quarterly  Meeting  at  New  Bedford  j  it  was,  on 
the  whole,  a  pretty  good  time,  and  I  was  favored  to  be  a  little  more 


LETTER  FROM  SABAH  TUCKER. 


ns 


faithful  tlifinlwas  m  a  Select  Meeting  thou  and  I  sat  in  there  together  j 
in  short,  &ome  general  and  a  good  deal  of  individual  tabor  fell  to  my 
lot^  which  1  thought  it  my  |ilace  to  extend,  as  one  of  the  committee 
from  iho  Select  Meeting,  for  the  purpose.  On  the  whole  I  thought  the 
brethren  there  were  disposed  to  do  very  near  right ;  hut  some  were  far 
from  being  apprised  of  the  length  things  had  run  in  England,  and  of 
the  danger  of  their  running  in  this  country.  Friends  there  seemed 
glad  to  see  me,  and  I  did  not  feel  that  I  bad  left  any  bad  savor  behind 
me.  In  the  public  meeting  Mary  Battey  was  highly  favored,  and  my 
spirit  rejoiced  in  her  exerci^ses.  Lindley  M.  lloag  wad  there,  and  some 
part  of  his  testimony  was  good ;  but  one  part  of  it  atuscd  me  some 
doubt  and  j^uffering,  for  in  the  first  purt  of  it  he  clearly  made  tbe  Scrip- 
tures to  be  the  only  means  of  salvation,  though  in  the  latter  part  he  han- 
dled spirituality  so  well  that  it  was  covered  with  what  might  be  called 
ft  good  plaster ;  but  the  first  ought  not  to  have  been,  I  had  not  a 
chance  to  speak  to  him  on  the  subject,  which  I  regret. 

In  the  last  meeting  there  was  not  much  business  of  note,  bvit  I  was 
glad  to  find  thy  visit  with  Benjamin  Biiflinton  was  sijoken  of  in  the 
accounts  in  very  acceptable  tenns,  particulariy  the  Monthly  Meetings 
of  Nantucket  and  Sandwich,  and  verbal  accounts  from  another  or  two, 
but  it  is  not  now  in  my  recylleetion  whether  returning  minutes  wei*e 
made.  On  the  whole,  it  was  a  pretty  good  Quarterly  Meeting,  and 
I  was  glad  I  was  there.  Thomas  and  Lydia  Ann  Gould  were  there 
ah>o* 

Thoy  hast  or  will  hear  of  the  decease  of  D.  Braylon  and  John  Buf- 
finton,  before  this  reaches  thee.  1  have  this  morning  seen  Thomas  and 
Henry  Gould,  at  their  mills ;  they  were  both  well  and  the  family  also. 
Father  and  Mother  Rodman  and  Friends  generally  are  in  usual  health. 
If  thou  hast  any  further  intelligiMice  from  England  do  let  me  have  it. 
My  last  date  was  lOlh  mo.,  8th,  1B3G,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  remem- 
bered to  thy  sidtcr,  the  widovs'  of  Abel  Collins,  and  her  family.  My  wife 
unite*  in  love  to  thee  and  thine,  and  I  remain 

Thy  affectionate  friend, 

Stephen  Gould. 


I 


FROM    SARAH   TUCKER   TO  J.   W, 


Dartmouth,  1st  mo.,  tst,  1887. 

f>XAR   rilUCKD, 

Some  little  time  boa  elapeed  since  the  reception  of  thy  kind  and  af- 
fectionate letter  which  was  very  acceptable.  It  is  always  cordial  to  hear 
from  and  to  know  we  are  had  in  remembrance  of  those  whom  we  love, 


216 


JOURNAL  OF  JOHN  WILBUR. 


in  the  Truth,  and  for  the  Truth's  sake,  and  perhaps  the  more  so  to  me 
at  this  time,  as  1  have  iiosv  been  ajtifiucd  for  a  number  of  weeks  to 
the  house,  and  mostly  to  my  room,  thus  deprived  of  seeing  many 
friends ;  at  theae  aeaeous,  such  testhsonials  of  gospel  affection  are  indeed 
precious. 

M.  and  B,  Purinton,  in  Ihe  conrse  of  their  vkit  this  way,  called  and 
tarried  a  night  with  us.  I  was  glad  to  see  them  ;  Ihey  seemed  to  be 
quite  encouniged  respecting  some  individuals,  in  and  alxiut  ProvidencCt 
of  whom  we  have  luid  the  greatest  fears.  I  hope  they  may  not  be 
deceived. 

No  doubt  thou  heard  lliat  L.  M.  II., attended  our  Quarterly  Meeting, 
and  expected  to  visit  in  youi-s.     I  hope  he  may  not  receive  harm.     But 

0  I  the  dangers  tliat  await  us  on  every  hand  !  What  need — what  great 
need  of  a  strict  attention  to  the  ssjicred  injunction  of  our  blessed  Lord: 
"  What  I  my  unto  you  I  say  unto  all,  watch."  Ah,  herein  alone  is  our 
safety — a  continual  watching,  even  unto  prayer,  lest  we  enter  into 
temptation — ihut  thus  we  may  he  preserved  from  the  snares  and  baits 
of  the  iiubtie  twining  serpent,  who  I  believe  never  was  fuoro  busy ;  and 
of  a  truth  his  insiuuatious  are  but  too  successful,  with  the  unwatehful 
and  unwary ;  for  with  his  tail  he  hath  dniwn  dowu  (hath  he  not  ?) 
stars  of  the  first  oiagnitude.  Such,  I  have  been  ready  to  feur,  were 
not  satisfied  with  moving  in  that  orbit  which  infinite  wisdom  allotted 
them,  but  aspiring  to  rise  still  higher,  how  have  ihey  fallen  far  below ; 
yea,  how  are  the  mighty  fidlen,  and  become  as  wandenng  stars,  having 
no  sure  abiding  place  on  the  immutable  Rock,  but  are  leil  to  wander  on 
the  barren  raoyntains  and  desohite  hills»  where  ihere  is  neither  rain  nor 
dew,  nor  fields  of  oflTering — unhappy  mortals  !  whose  situation  is  greatly 
to  be  lamented  and  deplored*  But  they  have  made  their  own  choice, 
and  we  must  leave  them  to  partake  of  the  fruit  of  their  own  procuring, 

1  notice  thy  remarks  on  a  state  of  poverty  with  which  I  coi*dially  unite, 
having  long  since  l>een  satisfied  that  gi'eat  is  the  advantage  resulting 
therefrom,  to  us  poor  frail  finite  creatures  ;  and  that  it  is  in  infinite  wis- 
dom and  mer<;y  tliat  those  seasona  of  stripping  and  reduction  are  meeted 
out  to  us.  Thou  knovve^t  as  well  as  I,  my  dear  friend,  how  much  bet- 
ter it  is  to  be  of  the  number  of  the  poor  in  spirit,  llian  of  the  proud  in 
heart— seeing  the  Lord  is  nigh  unto  the  poor  and  needy,  that  are  ready 
to  faint  by  the  way,  who  have  no  strength  to  rely  on,  but  his  eternal 
arm — to  these  he  giveth  i>ower,  and  supplyeth  them  with  his  own 
strength.  I  have  of  km  said  in  the  secret  of  njy  heart,  (I  humbly  trust 
from  a  living  sense  of  the  abundant  mercy  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  in 
thus  wisely  dealing  with  us,)  O  I  Lord,  keep  me  always  poor  and 
^6o^"gt  ^'<5n  sensible  of  my  own  frailty  and  weakness,  keep  me 
watchful  and  dependent  an  thee  for  every  blessing,  and  here  may  we 
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always  be  found,  because  we  tlo  know  that  this  keeps  us  neftr  the  Foun- 
tain of  divine  life,  in  whom  are  all  our  fresh  springs. 

I  liave  often  recurred  to  ihy  late  vtsit  anionpfst  U9  with  satisfaction; 
for  it  rarely  happen;*  (I  think  thou  wilt  admit)  in  these  days,  that 
we  can  meet  with  those  with  whom  we  can  commune  and  inlerchange 
our  view*  and  ideiia  on  subjects  which  ought  greatly  to  interest  the 
rigJitly  concerned  in  our  S(>ciet3%  without  a  fiit-ling  which  oU'jtrucJj^  our 
open  and  tree  intercourse.  But  I  belii^ve  thou  wcrt  sensible  that 
a  goodly  number  hereaway  were  prepiired  to  hail  thee  as  a  servant 
of  the  IjOi'd,  aiming  to  keep  his  covenant,  even  the  new  covenant  of 
the  everhisting  gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ — and  who 
could,  and  some  of  whom  did  secretly  bid  thee  God  speed— so  that  how- 
ever there  may  be  .<efisons  in  which  thou  mayat  feel  poor  and  empty, 
be  encouraged  to  hold  thyself  in  all  readinesei,  that  when  the  command 
goea  forth  to  lift  up  thy  voice  oa  a  trumpet,  to  declare  unto  Jacob  hk 
transgressions  and  to  Israel  his  sins,  prompt  obedience  may  be  iliiue  ; 
remembering  as  a  stimulus  that  "  he  that  watereth,  shall  himself  be 
watered*" 

Sad  and  deplorable  a.^  is  the  state  of  things  and  of  individuals  in 
England  and  on  this  continent,  it  i^  neverthelejis  interesting  to  know 
how  they  progi*er^.^;  and  for  thy  kindne.^s  in  furnishing  now  and  then 
some  little  account,  we  feel  much  obliged,  I  hope  thou  wilt  continue 
to  favor  us  with  such  informuiion  as  thou  nuiyest  deem  prudent. 

What  those  Friends  who  have  endeavored  to  hold  up  the  hands  of  E, 
Bates  will  now  say,  or  can  say,  resjpecttng  his  soundness  in  ihe  princi- 
ples of  friends,  1  know  not — will  they  wtill  plead  for  Baal,  or  will  they 
return  and  look  unto  Abraham,  our  father,  and  to  the  hole  of  the  pit 
whence  they  were  digged?  •♦♦••♦  I  hope  thou  will  often 
think  upon  and  remember  me  when  it  is  well  with  thee — my  situation 
is  one  that  is  conducive  to  low  times — ^but  I  endeavor  to  keep  near  to 
Him  who  is  my  sure  comforter,  and  as  much  as  in  me  lies  to  wear  a 
cheerful  countenance ;  but  there  is  much  to  depress  and  to  weigh  down 
the  spirit ;  added  to  tliis  is  my  extreme  weakness  of  body,  which  at  times 
aeems  as  much  as  I  can  well  bear — yet  after  all,  there  are  seasons  in 
which  I  feel  raised  above  all  these  things*  0 1  when  the  Bmalleat 
token  is  given  of  divine  regard,  and  a  little  evitlence  is  felt  that  imder- 
neath  is  the  everlasting  Arm ;  yea,  to  know  that  my  Redeemer  lives, 
it  is  enough,  I  ask  for  nothing  more.  OK  my  dear  friend,  I  am  not 
boasting ;  for  truly  and  feelingly  1  know  that  unto  me  belongeth  shame, 
blushing,  and  confusion  of  face.  But  unto  the  blessed  author  and  tin- 
isher  of  our  faith,  be  forever  ascribed  all  praise,  might,  majesty,  and 
power,  who  haih  loved  ui  and  washed  us  in  his  own  most  precious 
blood !  •  •  •  •  With  desires  for  our  mutual  preservation  out  o( 
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all  the  dangei's  nnd  .sn.ir**s  ihnt  nmy  await  (is  ihroujErh  this  vnle  of  tt-aiN, 
sorrow,  and  tcmpiaikin,  I  roiirltjtle  in  much  love  lo  thoe  nnd  thy  dear 
wife,  in  which  my  dear  husband  uiiile*;,  and  remain, 

Thy  sincere  friend, 

Sarah  Tucker. 


FROM    J.    W.   TO    SARAH    TUCKER. 

Hopkinton,  l»t  ma,  21th,  1837. 

Ji^DKAll  FItlKND, 

Althougli  mutdi  lime  is  not  allotted  me  at  present  to  make  returns 
for  thy  late  favor,  yet  I  feel  Ijound,  in  a  tew  words,  to  aeknowledge  the 
satisfaction  which  I  felt  in  reading  and  re-residing  tliy  salulary  and  truly 
iiipilnielive  letter,  and  can  say,  that  I  believe  1  eoinprehend  every  part 
of  it,  and  trust  it  i^  one  of  those  experinieiitiil  and  lively  epistles  by 
which  1  have  been  so  often  ia^lructcHl  and  }>ixj(ited.  Some  of  thy  re- 
marks upon  thy  own  experiuiiee,  do  reraaj  kably  jmsiwer  to  mine,  as  face 
to  face  in  a  glass  ;  and  herein  confirmation  and  in^lniction  has  been 
voui'hKufed  at  a  time  wlieti  I  had  been  almost  ready  lo  faint  by  the 
way,  having  uf'len  (eh  as  though  1  bi*d  never  a  friend  in  llie  world,  nor 
yet  above  the  worhl ;  and  it  was  under  such  feelings!  that  thy  very  un^ 
expected,  yet  truly  welcome  letter  arrived,  and  brought  with  it  a  pre- 
cious portion  of  sisterly  feeling  and  sjisterly  fellowship,  with  the  assurance 
ihat  I  was  not  alone  in  daily  necessities  and  daily  begging  for  a  morsel 
of  bread.  Wei!,  my  dear  friend,  I  desire  to  be  boived  in  humble  ihauk- 
fulness  for  every  crumb  of  heavenly  nourishment,  when  a  very  little 
seems  like  a  feast ;  for  so  it  is  when  there  is  a  famine  in  tlie  land.  And 
oh  I  I  am  ready  to  fear  that  I  am  not  humble  enough,  and  thankful 
enough,  and  watchful  enough,  when  favored  with  the  richea  of  the  Re- 
deemer's lovi?,  in  the  service  of  Truth,  as  well  as  the  sweet  society  of 
brethren  and  sisters  almost  as  dear  as  lite  itself,  I  ho[)e  to  be  favored, 
if  consistent  with  the  Divine  will,  to  moderate  my  joy,  as  well  as  my 
Borrow,  as  it  is  probable  that  wisdom  would  lead  to  a  more  even  tem- 
perament of  mind  than  I  have  yet  been  favored  (o  attain  ;  however,  I 
hope  never  lo  be  insensible  to  the  abundant  and  unmerited  mercy  of 
God  our  Saviour,  nor  yet  to  the  tender  sympathy  and  fellowship  of 
my  dear  friends^  for  these  1  count  to  be  all  that  makes  it  life  to  live, — 
because  iaithfitl  obedience  is  certainly  included  as  a  requisite  in  sudi 
experience  and  favor.  I  feel  entirely  safe,  my  dear  and  vahied  friend, 
in  thus  freely  opening  my  mind  to  thee,  knowing  well  to  whom  I  am 
writing,  and  trusting,  that  in  the  freedom  and  fellowship  of  that  gospel 
which  we  have  both  been  desiring  and  endeavoring  to  promote,  that 
thou  wilt  feel  thyself  eotirely  at  liberty  to  unfold  thy  views  in  relation 
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to  thy  own  religious  experience,  as  well  as  to  give  counsel  to  a  brotber, 
who  knows  that  his  own  safety  much  depends  upon  watching  unto 
prayer,  and  in  having  a  place  in  his  own  mind  tor  the  counsel  of 
dear  friends.  The  purposes  of  social  order  are  great  and  exceedingly 
interesting.  •  ♦  *  Qj^  i  jiyny  imperious  the  necessity  to  mt  low 
with  the  hrcthren,  and  not  to  seek  for  great  things ;  for  he  that  desireth 
to  be  above  his  brethren,  ia  sure  to  fall  into  ii  snare,  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  # 
Very  aifectionately  thy  friend, 

John  Wilbur. 

Extract  from  a  lett**r  from  Sarah  [Lynes]  Grabb  to  Ann 
Coiling,  transmitted  by  the  latter  to  John  Wilbur,  dated  24th 

of  6th  mo.,  1837. 

"  I  fully  concur  in  the  belief  mentioned  by  dear  John  Wilbur,  as  being 
that  of  some  valuable  Friends  in  America,  that  the  disaffet'tion  in  this 
country  grew  out  of  the  unsound  writings  of  the  Friend  in  question, 
and,  I  would  add,  the  unsound  preaching,  the  much  speaking  on  the 
knees,  and  the  great  lecturing,  a.^  well  as  more  private  engagements. 
It  is  well  understood,  that  J.  J.  Gurney  had  little  doubt,  that  by 
entreaty  in  his  own  way,  he  could  prevail  upon  the  Beaconitea  to  re- 
main with  Friends  as  member-"*,  but  finding  his  efforts  fail,  and  not 
being  satisfied  to  go  all  the  way  with  them,  he  chose  openly  to  dissent 
from  them,  and  bear  all  the  aspersions  thrown  on  him  firom  that  quar- 
ter, which  seems  to  have  procured  hira  the  warm  approval  of  those  who 
last  year  could  not  Iiave  evinced  the  sjirae  feeling.  I  confess,  that  nothing 
short  of  an  acknowledgment  of  error,  and  deep  sorrow  for  the  past, 
though  done  with  good  iotenlion,  appf  ars  to  me  to  be  sufficient  to  satisfy 
my  tried  mind,  with  respect  to  one  so  infloential,  and  whose  sentiments 
on  things  of  great  importance  to  us  as  a  body,  are  published  to  the 
nations.  The  ministry  of  this  Friend  of  late,  is  much  appro\'ed  by 
most,  as  perfectly  orthodox,  but  are  his  views  really  changed  f  I  doubt 
it ;  and  if  they  are,  would  it  not  seem  likely  to  l>e  right  to  wait  a  little 
in  deep  abasedaess,  until  it  could  be  known  that  such  is  the  case? 
What  occasions  me  the  most  son-ow,  is  that  in  this  day  of  sifting 
as  from  sieve  to  sieve,  we  have,  in  a  Society  capacity,  retarded  the 
great  work,  and  owned  much  which  the  great  Lord  of  the  heritage  has 
appuinled  to  be  winnowed  away,  0,  the  considemtion  hereof  weighs 
down  my  spirit,  and  because  there  appears  at  present  no  remedy,  my 
soul  weeps  in  secret  places,  and  I  go  mourning  all  the  day  long ;  yet 
there  is  at  times  a  humble,  hut  sure  hope,  that  there  will  he  a  discern- 
ing more  clearly  between  thing  and  thing,  between  tlie  covering  which 
is  not  of  God's  spirit,  and  that  which  he  prepares  and  grants  to  thotse 
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who  are  truly  watchful.  Not  knowing  how  fur  it  might  ho  best  (o  com- 
municate any  part  of  thy  letier,  or  the  extracts  from  J.  W/s,  I  left  t(  at 
hornet  but  may  mention,  that  Ann  Jones  was  a  good  deal  troubled 
about  the  American  concern,  to  which  she  upoke  in  the  Mcetinn-  for 
Ministers  and  Elders,  and  would  have  been  glad  if  it  had  been  given 
np  for  the  present.  Most  likdy  thou  hast  written  to  John  Wilbur. 
IIow  exactly  he  and  ourselves  see  eye  to  eye  1  Well,  it  is  a  comfort 
tliat  some  are  prepared  to  do  ao.**         •♦•••♦ 

FROM   LTDUL  A.  BABCLAY   TO   J.   W. 


CroydoQ,  ti«&r  London,  28th  of  Qth  mo.,  1887* 

MT  DEAR  AJn>  VAHJK1>  miSllV, 

Thy  last  valuable  communication,  dated  3d  mo.,  was  forwarded  to 
me  at  DubHn,  whither  I  had  gone  to  attend  the  Yearly  Meeting ;  it 
was  truly  strengthening  and  confirming  to  me,  and  how  sweet  to  be 
permitted  to  feel,  that  though  the  mighty  ocean  swells  and  foams  be- 
tween us,  yet  that  it  cannot  hinder  the  feeling  of  a  sweet  unity,  and  the 
flowing  of  a  precious  love  to  and  fro  between  kindred  spirits  on  your 
shores  and  ours*  Oh  I  it  h  indeed  a  favor  I  feel  unworthy  to  partake 
of,  though  I  dare  not  disallow  it,  and  desire  to  be  preserved  from  for- 
feiting !  The  subject  of  a  part  of  thy  letter  was  very  remarkable  to 
me,  as  thou  wast  ignorant,  outwardly,  of  how  we  were  likely  to  be 
tried  this  Yearly  Meeting  by  the  laying  before  us  of  J.  J.  G.'s  concern 
to  visit  America.  Oh !  it  was  indeed  a  jminful  meeting ;  I  never  sat  the 
like !  Oh !  my  dear  friend,  there  are  too  many  superficial  ones  amongst 
us,  that  look  too  much  on  outward  show  and  appearance,  and  so  are 
deceived.  Most  of  our  principal  Friend^i  (in  the  true  weight  and 
deepnesfl  of  judgment),  such  a.9  S.  Grubb,  G.  and  A,  Jones,  Jacob 
Green,  William  Gundry,  and  others,  spoke  against  his  being  liberated 
at  this  time,  S.  G.  very  strikingly,  and  my  heart  fully  united  with  it; 
the  reminded  us  of  the  restraimug  as  well  as  constraining  influences  of 
the  Spirit,  instancing  in  the  Apostles'  days  wliat  is  recorded  in  the  Acta, 
and  said  that  she  believed  in  the  present  case  "  the  Spirit  Buffered  it 
ix>t/'lhAt  our  dear  friend  wanted  further  purification  from  the  mii- 
tui*e,  &C.  There  were  a  nuniber  more  of  the  ditfident  ones,  who,  I 
beUevey  were  entirely  of  this  mind,  but  held  their  peace.  But  it  was 
an  overruled  by  eiich  as  were  connected  or  partial,  also  such  ns  (I 
tmst  it  is  not  improper  for  me  to  say)  are  blinded  by  his  adopting  and 
preaching  ancient  views.  Some  spoke  in  an  awfully  painful  way, 
attributing  dear  S.  G/s  view  to  the  serpentine  wisdom  and  the  under- 
Manding  of  the  prudent,  and  one  returned  thanks  at  the  conclusion  iliat 
it  bad  been  confounded  and  brought  to  nought !     Ah !  my  dear  friend. 
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many  of  ns  are  greatly  painefl  by  his  liberation ;  we  feel  it  ia  a  aanc^ 
tion  of  his  books  and  k^ctiires,  as  well  aa  minisiry  ami  condu(^t,  and  to 
the  injury  of  the  precioua  cause.  I  fully  unite  with  what  thou  say  a 
of  his  books,  I  have  been  watching  the  rise  and  spreading  of  these 
views  theae  ten  years  past,  and  have  felt  inwarrlly  clothed  with  sack- 
cloth because  thereof.  But  much  as  I  deplore  tbe  holding  back  of 
many  cautious  ones  in  the  above  meeting,  I  am  inclined  to  hope  with 
my  brother  John  tliat  it  will  be  overruled  for  good  by  Him  who  can  do 
mighty  things  for  his  poor  oppressed  ones,  aod  make  a  way  of  relief 
where  they  can  see  none,  Jolin  seems  to  be  surprised  or  dismayed  at 
wo  $mi  things  amongst  us,  but  marks  with  calmness  and  confiding  hope 
the  gradual  development  of  the  man  of  sin.  To  return  to  J.  J,  G.^I 
hope  you  will  he  strengthened  to  be  faithful  to  your  feelings  towards 
him,  for  the  honor  of  the  cause  and  for  our  help  here  I  ♦  *  *  ♦ 
Oh  !  is  it  not  the  case  that  the  cunning  and  cruel  adversary  finds  tlmt 
Beaconism  will  no  longer  serve  his  turn  now,  so  he  sets  up  another 
image,  still  more  beautiful,  and  paints  it  to  the  very  hfe,  and  calls  all  to 
fall  down  and  worship  it,  to  the  sound  of  outwai"d  sweetness  and  har- 
mony ?  Oh!  that  the  weak  little  ones  nniy  be  enabled  to  seethe 
lifeless  image  through  all  the  paint,  that  we  may  shut  our  ears  tigainst 
the  mek>dy,  and  may  be  strengthened  to  siand  tinu  to  our  God,  however 
the  furnace  of  atHiction  may  be  heated  as  it  were  sevenfold  1  It  is 
very  striking  to  me  that  a  number  of  the  younger  sort  see  through  all 
these  beautiful  things;  they  can  taste  where  there  is  life  or  where  it  is 
a  picture  ;  whereas  most  of  those  we  look  on  as  fathers  and  motliera  can- 
not ;  they  salve  all  over  with  love  and  not  judging.  I  expect  it  is  to 
humljle  us  and  prove  us  still  more,  that  we  may  lean  on  none,  and  that 
tnany  more  of  such  will  fall  awny,  so  that  the  remnant  will  be  small, 
that  a  child  may  number  them.  One  seems  to  long  for  the  good 
meetings  again  as  in  ancient  days ;  and  when  we  are  thoroughly 
purified  and  reduced,  I  can  but  tJiink  with  dear  S,  Grubb,  that  there 
will  be  a  flocking  to  us  as  doves  to  the  windows,  to  the  name  of  (he 
Lord  which  shall  be  written  upon  us,  and  for  the  enjoyment  of  his 
presence,  which  shall  Ije  in  us  and  with  us.  Edward  Ash's  book  ap- 
pears to  some  of  us  a  specious  ami  unsound  thing,  professijig  to  stand 
up  for  our  ancient  Friends,  but  really  lessening  lliem.  My  brother 
Kawlinson  has  oppostid  its  large  second  edition  in  the  Meeting  tor  Suf- 
ferings, and,  in  consequence,  had  an  interview  with  E.  A,  upon  it;  but 
it  was  a  very  [lainful  time,  only  showing  more  clearly  his  unsoondnees. 
The  Morning  Meetitig  approved  of  the  first  edition.  •  •  •  •  • 
♦  ♦  •  •  ♦  Weil,  dear  friend,  do  breathe  for  the  help  q^  the  poor 
little  panting  ones  a^^  thou  art  enabled  ;  and  I  shall,  I  know,  think  and 
feel  greatly  for  you  across  the  ocean,  under  coming  circumstances. 
19» 
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Wilt  thou  wnie  to  me  a  little  on  this  subject,  If  thou  art  free,  witboat 
waiting  a  whole  year?  My  mind  felt  much  with  thee  just  al>out  ihe 
time  ihoa  wast  writing  to  rae*  Thou  had  a  clear  sen.^e  of  what  is 
passing  here,  hut  oh  I  how  it  would  pain  thee  to  see  to  the  full !  The 
Lord  help  the  poor  weak  children^f  preserve  them  patient  in  suffering 
and  in  deep  humility  before  him,  saith  my  soul  I  And  Oh  I  that  we 
may  be  strengthened  to  be  faitiit'iil  to  him,  for  truly  it  is  a  most  dis- 
maying time ! 

Farewell,  very  aiFectionately. 
From  thy  truly  sympathizing  and  nearly  united  friend, 

Lydia  a*  Babclay. 

FROM  J.    W.   TO    >V.  AND   M.   HAZARD. 

HopklDton,  etb  mo«,  IStfa,  1B8T. 

Having  been  repeatedly  admonished  and  instructed  in  regard  to  the 
uncertainty  of  the  very  best  of  our  earthly  possessions  and  enjoyments ; 
and  bow  subject  we  are  to  he  separated  one  from  another  for  time  ;  one 
thing  have  I  greatly  desiretl,  and  do  still  crave,  for  our  little  hand,  even 
for  every  one  of  those  who  call  us  "  father"  and  "mother,"  including, 
too,  both  father  and  mother^  that  such  may  be  our  tjondition,  in  the  re- 
lation in  which  we  stand  with  the  Father  of  Spiritaj  that  however  we 
may  be  separated  in  time*  and  some  leave  before  others,  nevertheless, 
that  the  whole  little  corajiany  may  again  be  joyfully  collected,  tliough 
it  may  be  one  by  one,  and  united  in  a  state  uucliangeablc  and  full  of 
glory,  when  death  shall  be  swallowed  up  in  victory,  and  shall  never 
be  able  to  break  our  ranks  again*  How  unspeakably  excellent,  then, 
that  we  be  all  fully  reoonciled  to  Him  who  rules  and  reigns  in  the  king- 
dom of  his  own  glory,  and  to  all  his  ways  and  providences.  However 
nearly  we  may  he  connected  with,  and  possessed  of  a  part  not  durable  or 
redeemable,  but  perishable  ;  let  us  look  through  the  veil  of  these  fleshly 
tabernacles,  and  regard  that  which  perisheth  uot^  bat  which  is  eternal^ 
and  the  paramount  object  of  all  that  has  been  done  through  the  cove- 
nant of  a  Redeemen  May  the  whole  of  that  covenant,  then,  my  dear 
children,  be  availed  of,  both  by  us  and  by  you,  in  all  which  it  lias  done 
for  us  withotit  us,  and  is  proffering  to  us  and  doing  for  us  within  us, 
through  an  unshaken  faith  in  his  power,  and  the  rewards  of  obedience. 
Bat  how  shall  I,  my  dear  children,  submit  to  give  you  the  information 
(if  not  received  before)  of  the  severe  sickness  and  removal  from  us  of 
oar  dear  Lydia !  Precious  cliild  !  her  Heavenly  Parent  has  seen  meet 
to  take  her  from  her  eartlily  parents,  and,  as  we  trust,  to  himself  and 
into  his  own  kingdom  ;  from  her  brothers  and  sisters  here,  to  his  family 
in  heaven;    and  but  for  the  ties  and  tenderness  of  nature,  though 
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unspeakable  our  loss,  we  could  not  weep.  Her  breathing  was  very 
laborious  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  liours,  but  her  mind  and  recollection 
were  strong  and  unimpaired  to  the  lasL  She  exhibited  precious  evi- 
dence of  her  readine:>is  and  preparation  for  the  event,  having  been 
impressed  from  the  first  thai  her  time  was  come.  She  was  full  of  love, 
and  sent  a  message  of  it  to  all  her  absent  brothers^  and  sisters,  and  to 
everybody — said  she  was  ready  to  go — took  solemn  leave  of  every  on© 
present  by  the  salutation  of  a  kiss — and  exhorted  the  children  present 
to  greater  faithfulness.  She  fmallj  passed  away  as  one  falling  into  a 
sweet  sleep,  without  the  least  struggle ;  for,  truly,  it  did  apjiear  that 
d«ath  had  lust  its  Btiag,  and  had  no  terrors  for  her.     •      »      •      •      • 

Your  parent,  John  Wilbur, 


FROM   J.    W.   TO    H18   DAUGHTER   PHEBE   F09TEK, 

HopkintoQ,  Btb  mo.,  1887. 

MY   DEAB  PAUOHTER, 

Thy  letter,  foi'wai*ded  by ,  was  truly  interesting  and  comfortable 

to  us,  both  in  i^elation  to  thy  late  dear  sister,  and  your  own  trials  and 
consolations,  and  I  did  rejoice  in  the  peace  and  comfort  which  re!*ulted 
from  the  testimony  of  our  friend ;  and,  as  in  your  tribulations,  so  in 
your  joys,  I  think  I  am  prepared  to  take  a  part  with  you^  and  since 

^*8  arrival  1  have  feared  that  an  excess  of  trouble  has  contributed 

to  thy  present  sickjiess,  my  precious  child,  and  a  living  desire  arises 
that  all  may  work  together  tor  good  to  thee»  and  trust  that  it  will  prove 
iO^  IS  I  know  thou  lovest  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  may  therefore 
fiafely  and  confidently  commit  thyself  unreservedly  to  his  tender  care 
and  holy  keeping;  for  though  he  suffers  us  to  pass  through  great 
tribulations,  yet  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  our  high  calling  of  God  in 
Clu-ist  Jesusj  is  the  kee[iing  of  the  word  of  his  patience,  in  faith  and 
refiignation  to  all,  and  so  he^'ome  the  happy  and  distinguished  receivers 
of  his  gracious  promises,  unfailing  to  those  who  willingly  wade  through 
great  tribulations ;  whereby  their  robes  are  washed  and  made  white  in 
the  bloo<l  of  the  Lamb— the  life  and  power  of  the  Lamb.  Such,  my 
dear  child,  is  the  chief  of  all  my  desires,  both  for  parents  and  children ; 
ftnd  at  this  time  is  my  sympathy  and  tender  love  more  especially 
awakened  and  dmwn  out  towards  thee,  with  breathing  desires  and 
prayers  that  the  God  of  all  our  sure  mercies  will  be  pleased,  in  the 
abounding  thereof,  to  replenish  thy  heart  with  his  love  and  goodness, 
with  his  blessed  presence,  which  is  lite  and  peace,  and  never  fails  to 
make  hard  things  easy  and  bitter  things  sweet ;  and  I  believe  he  will 
sanctify  all  and  crown  all  of  thy  afflictions,  and  make  them  pruductive 
of  an  exceeduig  mid  eternal  weight  of  glory.  •  •  •  ♦  In  (hat  wliich 
never  fails,  my  dear  child,  I  am  thine,  JoiiK  Wilbur. 
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FROM   JOHN    BABCLAT   TO   J.    W. 


HBtting»,  in  Sussex,  8th  mo.,  1837. 

MT  mtRT  mtAILt  THOUOir  FAR  BlSTAIfT  FRIKITIl,  JOHN  WILBOll, 

Thou  liast  been  often,  yea,  very  oflen,  brought  into  sweet  and  pre- 
cious remembrance;  and  great  closeness  of  fellowslitp  in  that  which 
never  fades  nor  grows  cold  has  been  felt  both  by  my  beloved  wife  and 
myself  towards  thee,  whenever  we  have  thought  of  tfiee,  although  we 
have  been  wanting  in  the  expression  of  it.  Indeed,  were  we,  or  were 
I,  to  express  by  letter  all  I  feel  towards  my  dear  frienda,  I  need 
have  little  else  to  do;  and  if  thou  wast  to  address  or  be  addressed  by 
all  in  this  land  who  love  and  esteem  thee  as  highly  as  they  do  and 
ought,  there  would  he  a  large  field  of  corres[x>ntlence  opened  and  to  be 
kept  up.  But  wttEi  reganl  to  letter  writing,  before  I  proceed  further,  I 
must  say  that  I  feel  indebted  to  ihce  for  tiiy  vahied  communication, 
now  of  so  long  date  back  as  the  7tli  mo.,  1835,  and  for  thy  frequent 
messages  of  love  and  remembrance  to  my  dear  wife  and  self»  through 
different  channels,  especially  in  one  letter  addressed  to  my  sister  Lydia, 
of  which  I  have  made  a  copy,  and  have  it  by  me.  And  indeed,  my 
beloved  friend,  allow  me  to  say,  without  any,  the  farthest  wish  to  flat- 
ter, thy  letters  are  not  for  thyself  alone,  or  for  ilwsG  thou  writest  to ; 
it  is  my  belief  tfte^  (or  else  some  other  record  of  thy  sentiments  on  the 
state  and  prospects  of  the  Church  of  Christ)  ai*©  designed  for  the  in- 
fitruction,  consolation,  and  warning  of  thy  successors.  This  is  my 
deliberate  judgment,  and  I  deliberately  mention  it ;  and  that  I  desire 
thou  may  est  see  it  thy  duty  to  make  such  memoranda  or  arrangement 
in  thy  lifetime,  that  thy  correspondents  may  be  knoxvn  and  applied  to. 
To  some  ditldeut  minds,  I  know,  anything  of  this  sort  may  be  painful, 
and  what  ihey  would  shrink  from ;  and  to  some  weak  minds  such  hints 
might  be  injurious ;  but  I  trust  tbou  know  est  well  where  all  thy  fresh 
springs  of  wisdom  and  utterance  lie,  and  in  whom  the  prerogative  is, 
to  open  or  to  shut ; — so  much  the  more  blamable  or  responsible,  in  ray 
opinion,  is  such  an  one,  if  he  wrap  his  Lord's  talent  comparatively  in 
a  napkin,  and  put  his  light  under  a  bushel-  I  may  fell  thee,  I  have 
m  past  years  even  kept  a  memorandum  of  letters  sent,  when  I  could 
not  well  keep  a  copy.  Now,  I  have  relieved  my  mind  in  the  alx)ve 
respect,  how  shall  I  do  to  set  forth  all  I  could  say  on  our  present,  past, 
and  probable  future  position,  as  a  religious  body,  in  this  land?  I  trust, 
on  many  points,  thou  art  ably  and  fully  addressed  by  many  Friends  of 
this  country.  I  shall  then  only  touch  at  things  that  come  before  me, 
and  thou  must  give  me  credit  for  entire  union  with  thee,  and  all  those 
who  still  remain  wholly  on  the  Lord's  side,  and  one  with  our  ancient 
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Frienck  and  valiants,  even  the  primitive  stock,  who  came  forth  in  the 
powerflil  Name  which  is  above  every  name,  and  unto  which,  every 
other  name,  however  high  and  Kfted  up,  must  bow*  Oh!  Moved 
friend,  thou  that  saw  the  first  seeds  and  dawning  of  that  which  has 
now  manifested  itself  in  rlegree,  knowest  well  enongh  how  much  of  the 
same  nature  and  root  we  stiU  have,  to  oppress  and  ailli(*t  ub,  and  of 
which  it  is  ditficull  to  particularize,  or  speak  closely,  in  the  ah^stract, 
wititout  alhii^ions  to  indiviiliials  who  give  uneasiness.  The  author  of 
**  Truth  Vindicated,'*  Henry  Martin,  has,  by  that  book  and  the  others 
he  has  since  written,  done  what  I  consider  to  be,  in  some  respects,  a 
simiiar  j^ervice  to  that  of  thyself  in  thy  published  letters ;  he  htis  opened 
up  the  radical  causes  of  di^sttnction  between  the  early  and  the  modem 
Friends,  and  their  opponents.  1  hope  thou  hast  seen  all  his  publica- 
tions, especially  the  I'ecent  ones,  continued  in  Letters  No.  1  and  No.  2, 
and  a  third  is  soon  expected,  which  m  to  contain  strictures  on  J*  J.  G.'a 
**  Brief  Remarks  on  Impartiality  m  the  Interpretation  of  Scriptui-e^'* 
&c.,  in  which  J.  J.  G.  takes  the  modem  and  usual  prolessor-ltke  view 
of  many  text«,  which  may  be  called  Quaker  t-exts,  and  which  we  have 
appreciated  and  made  use  of  differently  from  others.  The  pamphlet  of 
J,  J,  G/s  in  MS.  was  examined  by  our  poor  Morning  Meeting,  and 
declined  to  be  pasised  ;  it  was  at  that  time  appended  to  J,  J*  G.'s  lamen- 
table *•  Stricturea  on  Truth  Vindicated."  He  then  prwatdi^  pufdkhed 
it,  as  we  may  say,  that  is,  printed  it  for  private  circulation,  not  tur  sale  ; 
and,  in  consequence,  it  waa  the  more  rare  and  sought  for,  aud  MS. 
copies  were  taken.  I  was  not  in  the  Morning  Meeting  when  it  was 
examined,  nor  did  I  glance  at  it,  till  a  copy  was  forwarded  anonymously 
to  George  Jones,  while  lie  and  his  wife  were  under  our  roof  at  Yearly 
Meeting  time  this  year.  They  and  many  sound  Friends  were  made 
very  uneasy  with  it  at  that  time  j  and  I  do  trust  some  did  their  duty 
towards  the  writer,  but  I  should  fear  with  but  little  effect,  as  in  other 
instances.  Thus  much  I  thought  fit  to  tell  thee,  and  thou  mayest  doubt* 
less  obtain  a  copy  of  it,  by  applying  to  thy  corr(?9pondent,  G.  Crosfield. 
I  conclude  the  author  to  be  now  on  your  side  the  great  watiT,  and 
theretbre  hope  he  may  be  more  widely  de^ilt  with  than  he  has  been 
here.  Have  you  no  Priaeillas  and  Aqtiillaa,  to  tjdce  him  unto  them, 
and  expound  matters?  I  openly  expressed  my  desire  this  might  bo  the 
cajse,  and  that  he  might  be  a  good  Apollos  is  my  prayer  for  him,  if  it 
be  portsible,  and  may  mightily  convince  and  convert  to  the  good  old 
way,  instead  of  subverting  it  and  those  that  are  in  it!  *  *  *  *  Samuel 
Rundell's  pamphlet,  which  treats  on  Redemption,  Worship,  the  Supper, 
&c.,  was  published,  I  think,  two  years  ago;  and,  before  lie  republished 
it,  he  wished  to  submit  it  to  the  Morning  Meeting,  and  put  it  under  my 
care ;  which,  through  want  of  health  and  time,  I  handed  over  to  my 
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dear  brotlier  A.  R.  Barclaj,  with  the  author's  approbation ;— *it  was 
read  hi  the  imt'f  thig»  and  ^ome  matters  in  it  wore  left  to  two  or  three 
Friends  to  confer  with  S.  R.  about;  it  has  now  been  a  year,  jjerJiaps 
a  year  and  a  half,  under  care,  and  the  Friends  cannot  agree  with  S,  R, 
in  regard  to  it ;  he  beltevmg  his  %4ews  are  sound  and  scripturalj  and 
according  to  those  of  our  early  Friends,     The  objecting  Friends  are 
Josiah  Forsler  and  Geo.  Stacey.     How  they  will  hobble  over  (heir 
difficulty,  I  know  not     They  took  the  sentiment  of  Susanna  Corder 
about  it^  wlio  was  of  their  mind  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand»  S.  R.  wished 
John  Allen,  his  neighbor  of  Liskeard,  to  meet  Joel  Lean,  Gowen  Ball, 
and  myself  upon  it.    We  did,  and  thought  S.  R,  was  right,  and  Jasiah 
wrong.    One  point  is,  "  the  eating  the  flesh,"  &€,»  which  we  Bay  is  spirit- 
ual, but  they  say  otherwise,  and  yet  manage  to  steer  elear  of  the  Papists, 
a»  tliey  think.     We  may  hope  this  film  will  be  removed ;  hut  there  are 
other  obstacles,  and  1  understand  that  J.  J.  G.  objected,  in  the  Morning 
Meeting,  to  the  whole  scope  and  tendency  of  the  tract,  as  partaking  of 
tHt/sticisttiy  &c.     Edward  Ash'ij  Addresa  to  Friends  has  given  some  of 
ys  much  uneasiness  in  pari*? ;  as  letting  down  the  standard  of  the  early 
Friends,  as  well  m  in  other  ref^pects*     So  do  some  other  pieces,  pro- 
fessedly written  to  defend  the  Truth  :  they  will  not  go  the  whole  length 
with  the  early  Friends,     Indeed,  they  differ  not  merely  from  the  very 
oldest  and  first  books,  but  from  those  deUherately  sanctioned  bi/  the  0iurch 
from  thejirst,  as  standurd  works ^  doivn  to  these  times.     Very  numerous 
and  vai-ious  are  the  proofs  and  illustrations  of  this  innovating,  libertine 
spirit,  that  caimot  brook  the  cross  to  their  false  wisdom  and  crude 
notion^  sucked  in  from  mixed  authors  of  other  persuasions.     I  have 
written  some  few  plain,  full  lettei"B,  within  the  last  two  years  or  more, 
to  Thomas  Evans  of  Philadelphia,  opening  ray  mind  as  to  the  tenden- 
cies of  our  day  in  this  land,  and,  in  one  of  them,  begged  he  would  send 
or  show  tkee—a^  one  deeply  interested  in  our  state— what  I  had  writ- 
ten, if  he  had  opportunity,  and  excusing  myself  from  writing  to  thee  ; 
but  his  replies   are  loose,  general,  and   indefinite,  not  responding   to 
the  pith  and  marrow  of  mine,  nor  alluding  to  ihee  at  all,  but  only  as 
to  general  degeneracy  and  a  worldly  spirit,  Jcc,     So  that  I  have  felt 
much  of  a  stop  in  my  mind  to  close  coraraunicatioo  with  him  on  the 
gist  of  the  controversy  that  troubles  us.     He  once  spoke  of  H.  Martin's 
Deism^  iind  I  replied  to  that,  strongly.     And  though  I  have  letters  of 
his   father  to  Thomas  Shillitoe,  complaining  of  J,  J,  G:s  unsound- 
ness, yet  I  fear  the  son  may  be  inclining  to  look  on  the  hopeful,  chari- 
table, or  con desc<en ding  side,  or  rather  to  overlook  the  main  grounds  of 
dissatisfaction.     How  remarkably  appropriate  and  well-timed  were  thy 
letters  to  my  dear  sister  Lydia,  dated  4th  mo.,  1836,  and  3d  mo.,  1837, 
copies  of  which  I  have  by  rae  at  this  place,  where  I  am  staying  with 
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my  dear  Mary  and  family,  for  the  ixjnfinnation  of  my  liealth.  These 
letters  we  both  thought  fit  to  show  to  divers  Fritinds,  who  with  u?^  do 
fully  unite  with  thei.^  Also  thine  to  myself,  in  IS35,  h  entirely  what 
I  t-uuld  have  myj^elf  written  or  signed.  Dear  Thomas  Shiililoti's  Jour- 
nal was  consigned  to  me  for  pubUeation,  ^ome  time  before  his  death. 
I  uiidertook  it  because  it  seemed  as  if  he  could  trust  but  few  if  any; 
but  it  is  a  great  job,  and,  in  my  feeble  state,  Friends  must  still  have 
patience  with  mr-,  lor  it  is  not  yet  gone  to  |jre:*^.  My  liae  in  more  in 
reviving  the  ancient  wriling^s  of  early  Friends.  Thou  hast  doubtless 
seen  l^^wsburj's  Life ;  I  am  now  nearly  reiuly  with  Joseph  Pike's 
Journal,  an  elder  of  Cork,  who  wa^  cotemiwrary  with  W.  Edmundson, 
— also  Joseph  Oxley's  Journal,  who  IraveOed  to  your  !:ind  about  1770. 
I  intend  producing,  if  my  lif*e  be  spared  and  ability  extended,  **  Ivetters 
of  early  Friends,"  having  had  acccBS  to  large  colleetions;  it  will  devel- 
ope,  in  plain,  strong  colons,  the  standing  and  movementa  of  our  worthy 
predece Opel's,  and  what  spirit  they  were  of.  So  that,  though  often  laid 
by,  and  much  prevented  trom  travelling  or  exposure,  and  also  feeling 
the  spring  of  gospel  minislrj^  much  ghut  up,  and  great  oppression  and 
obsiniction  in  meetings^  especially  where  there  has  been  a  deal  of  liv- 
ing on  words  ;  my  task  little  by  little,  as  I  am  able,  seems  to  be,  to  liold 
up  to  view  what  the  power  of  Divine  Life  has  made  those  who  have 
gone  before  us,  and  have  received  the  end  of  their  faith;  and  whose 
faith  we  are  bound  to  follow^  and  to  consider  the  end  of  their  conversa- 
tion ;  Jesus  Chrijit,  the  same  ye-sterday,  to-dayj  and  forever.  In  this 
work  I  am  often  encouraged,  not  only  by  the  rallying  effects  visible 
especially  among  the  faithful,  the  tender  and  young,  and  not  only  so, 
but  among  the  convinced,  and  also  those  true  sheep  that  are  not  of  oar 
fold.  Many  there  are,  who  have  i-etirer!  from  all  other  persuasions  and 
system:*,  and  walk  mucli  alone  in  religion,  and  these  oflen  :5ay.  Friends 
are  not  what  they  oiu-e  were  ;  that  they  unite  with  G.  Fox,  Barclayi 
&c,  but  not  with  modern  Friends.  Many  hidden,  precious,  seeking 
chanicters  there  are,  sciitlered  up  and  down  ;  so  that  I  have  been  ready 
to  think  the  messengers  will  have  to  go  more  into  the  highways  and 
hedges,  and  ask  who  is  worthy,  and  gather  them  to  their  Teacher,  and 
to  sit  down  under  his  teachings  and  follow  their  inwaixl  convictions, 
without  reference  to  any  gathered  people,  till  they  come  to  sec  there  is 
a  remnant — a  |>oor  and  aHiict<  d  remnant,  aiready  gathered  ;  and  then 
they  may  be  in  time  prepared  to  flock  as  doves  to  the  windows. 

It  is  my  full  belief  that  all  the  outcry  against  Friends  will  be  over- 
ruled for  the  good  of  the  Church,  and  spread  of  the  gospel  principles 
we  profess  ;  and  I  long  that  all  who  cannot  see  with  us  would  honestly 
go  their  ways  from  u^s  and  we  should  be  the  stronger,  purer  people, 
and  take  more  root  downward,  &c.     But  it  is  a  disingenuous,  dark,  un- 
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wortliy  spirit  that  pos-ies^se.s  tbem,  ami  they  flcek,  by  remaining  among 
us,  gradimlly  to  tiiihinge  and  weaken  us,  and,  if  jjossihle,  to  refine  and 
dkei^t  us  of  what  is  intrinsic  and  indispon^ble.  The  best  among  other 
persuasions  symjjathize  witb  us;  tbey  like  the  old-fashioned  cut  of 
Quakerism,  and  wish  us  to  be  faithful  lo  our  prmciides;  but  it  is  the 
mass  of  high-profeiising  people,  that  are  riveted  to  their  eect  and  syS' 
tern,  who  rejoice  in  our  divisiions,  and  hope  to  gain  some  from  u*.  Our 
state  about  London  h  still  lamentably  weak  and  low,  sickly  and  de- 
crepid ;  none  scarcely  coming  forward  in  a  bold,  undeviating  way,  but 
crouching  and  cringing  often  ;  yet  I  think  ew>rae  little  ones  begin  lo  show 
tliemselves,  and  Hft  up  their  headj ;  and  some  who  stood  high  and  bear 
rale,  and  have  erred  in  vision,  and  whose  feet  had  well-nigh  slifjped, 
the  dragon  having  nearly  swept  them  down  with  those  who  have 
fallen^  are  somewhat  humbled  ;  at  least  I  hope  so;  but  not  sufliritntly — 
not  so  as  candidly  to  acknowledge  iheir  mistaken  tendencies;  yet  they 
are  restrained,  and  draw  in  their  horns  somewhat.  As  to  the  eountry 
districts,  there  is,  by  what  I  learn  or  know,  a  goodly  company,  in  the 
North  e!?|)eeially^  and  here  and  there  elsewhere,  who  more  and  more 
gee  through  not  only  Beaconi.>^m  but  (r«r7ieyiKm  ;  and  desire,  however 
wenkly,  to  contend  tor  the  faith  once  and  still  delivered,  and  to  keep 
the  faith,  and  hold  fast  what  they  have,  and  reach  forth  to  what  h  pure 
and  most  excellent,  **»*•««« 
We  ai*e  a  mixed  company,  who  must  be  sifted  yet  further;  indeed,  the 
disaffection  is  working  its  way,  but  morbidly. 

My  knee  ia  much  in  the  same  state,  no  appearaiice  of  active  dijiejisc ; 
but  I  am  still  on  erutchesi,  and  quite  reconciled  to  it,  and  ihaiikful  lo  be 
so  comparatively  hearty  and  well  generally,  though  delicate  and  feeble. 
Our  very  dear  love  to  thee,  thy  family  circle  all,  as  if  they  were  named, 
and  all  who  are  dear  to  thee  and  joined  to  the  Lord,  and  no  of  one 
spirit ;  we  salute  all  such  who  can  receive  our  saluttition,  desiring  all 
mercy,  peace,  strength,  and  salvation  to  be  poured  out  upon  them  m 
on  ourselvei^,  now  and  evennore.  Fare  thee  well,  beloved  frieml !  and 
may  the  Lord  Jesus  ^tand  by  thee  in  all  thy  exercises,  and  bring  thee 
tbrough  them,  to  his  own  praise  and  thy  rejoicing. 

John  Barclay. 

.from  jonathan  evans  to  j.  w. 

Philadelphia,  9th  mo.,  11th,  1B87. 

DEAR    FBIENP,   .TOHM  T^ILBCTR, 

1  received  thy  letter,  and  am  glad  to  find  that  there  are  some  yet  left, 
who  are  not  carried  away  by  the  stream  of  popularity  and  fashionable 
opinions,  which  now  seems  threatening  to  overwhelm  our  poor,  tried,  re- 
ligious Society.     Oh,  the  want  of  weight  and  deptb  which  is  strikingly 
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evident  in  our  meetings,  both  for  wor^liip  and  dij^cijiline.  When  naet  to 
traniyict  the  affairs  of  the  Churcli,  what  a  cringing  and  niouching  to 
those  notfd  for  raiu-b  worldly  wisdom,  and  abundance  of  the  riches  of 
this  world  J  so  tfiat,  indeed,  the  pure  hifiuence  of  the  Spirit  ia  seldom 
sought  after  or  expected;  it  being  eonside  red  only  mysticism  or,  at  best, 
bul  undetintid  imaginary  sensations,  not  saf-ti  to  follow;  and  that  which 
the  Lord  hath  determined  a  death  ujwn,  is  kept  alive,  and  made  tlie 
chief  agent  in  conducting  the  concern?  of  Society,  which,  if  rightly 
understood,  is  surely  the  Lord's  business.  The  conduct  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elder:9  in  London,  13  really  very  aflfecting. 
This  man,  J.  J,  Gni-ney,  because  he  has  written  ranch,  is  considered 
very  learned,  highly  polished,  and  an  acute  reasoner  j  and  being  very 
rich,  and  living  in  high  iityle,  is  greatly  caressed,  and  eeiteeraed  as 
almost  a  prodigy  among  us.  I  have  perused  a  great  deal  of  his  writ- 
ings, and  have  been  sorely  distressed  at  the  darkness  and  confusion 
which  is  almo.st  inseparable  from  their  contents. 

The  Hebrew  and  Greek  languagea  being  very  limited,  one  word  in 
them  will  sometimes  embrace  several  significations,  some  of  which  will 
be  hi  eniire  contrast  with  others  ;  this  he  has  caught  ai,  and  then  made 
use  of  those  opposite  senses  to  vary  the  present  translation  of  tlie 
Scriptures,  and  to  promote  his  purpose  in  undervaluing  and  contradict- 
ing  the  solid  sense  and  judgment  of  our  ancient  Friends,  thai  he 
may  the  more  readily  inti*oduce  and  propagate  Episcopaliun  doclriues. 
lie  tries  to  make  out  that  the  editing  of  the  flesh,  aad  drinking  tbe 
blood  of  Christ,  means  a  belief  in  his  incarnation,  thus  lowering  down 
ihat  deep  experience  and  blessed  fellowship  in  spirit  with  the  Lord 
Jesus,  in  his  baptisms  imd  sufferings,  to  a  mere  assent  of  the  imman 
mind — that  the  gospel  which  is  preached  in,  or  to  every  human  l>eing, 
means  the  outward  preaching  of  the  gospel  doctrines,  that  is,  the  dec- 
laration of  the  atonement  of  Chri*;t ;  that  the  name  of  Jesus  doea  not 
signify  his  power,  but  only  to  ask  of  the  Father  that  he  would  grant 
our  petitions,  merely  because  of  his  beloved  Son,  Jesus  Christ  j  that 
therefore  we  are  not  to  look  for  the  immediate  influence  of  the  Sjiirit 
as  a  qualification  to  pray,  but  to  push  forward  into  this  otfering  when- 
ever we  incline  to  it ;  and  many  other  changes  he  make^  which  I  can 
call  by  no  other  name  than  perversions.  He  endeavors  to  make  out 
that  our  primitive  Friends  w^ere  under  mistaken  views  ;  in  order  that 
he  may,  with  more  fueility,  lay  waste  our  attachment  to  the  doctrines 
and  testimonies  they  held,  and  prepare  us  to  embrace  new  schemes 
which  will  be  more  acceptable  to  the  unregenerate  man ;  liberute  us 
from  the  mortifying  operation  of  the  cross  of  Christ,  and  cause  us,  as 
a  Society,  to  be  more  respected  by  the  carnal,  euperfieiul  professors  of 
religioQ  in  tbe  fieveral  denominations. 
SO 
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Early  after  lus  arrival,  the  elder:*  in  thi^  city  btting  ciilled  together, 
be  metitJoned  that  he  had  a  prospect  of  a  general  public  meeting  for 
third  day  evening,  which  several  of  the  elders  were  disposed  to  allow 
of;  thi^  I  could  not  leul  easy  with,  and  made  my  objection  in  hi*  pres- 
ence ;  hut  next  morning,  ixs  he  limited  hk  design  to  tfie  member^  only, 
they  acceded  to  it.  Having  so  fully  expressed  my  disapprobation  of  a 
meeting,  in  the  before-mentioned  interview^  I  did  not  attend  their 
second  meeting,  nor  the  piibli<;  inetjting.  There  apf»ear9  to  be  many 
who  will  doubtless  he  caught  with  his  politeneKs,  his  affability,  and  his 
seeming  accordance  with  our  religiou:*  tenet* ;  but  before  he  can  be  re- 
ceived as  a  minister  in  unity,  he  ought  to  condemn  the  sentimeuts  and 
doctrines  contained  in  his  writings,  and  give  iiuluhitable  evidence  of 
hurablvng  submission  and  sincere  abiding  umbT  thu  purifying  baptism 
of  the  TToly  Ghost,  and  fire,  whiidi  would  indeed  make  him  humble, 
simple,  and  perhaps  giv*.^  him  to  see  that  he  has  never  yet  been  so 
stripped  of  his  own  righteousness,  as  to  be  called  to,  and  qualified  for 
the  work  of  the  ministry* 

[He  here  inserts  an  extract  from  Thomas  Shillitoe'a  dying 
testimony,  declaring  J.  J,  G.  to  be  no  Quaker,  &c»,  which  is 
omitted.] 

1  hope  Friends  in  New  England  will  be  on  their  guard  against,  and 
Dot  be  taken  by  plau.-^ible  outward  appearance,  or  tlie  flourish  of  ora- 
tory, but  endeavor  to  keep  to  the  inward  sense  and  feeling  which  the 
Holy  Head  of  the  Church  will,  no  doubt,  graciously  grant  to  his  sin- 
cere fiumble  followers,  even  under  the  depth  of  close  trial  and  beset- 
ment  There  are  a  few  here,  who,  as  they  cannot  unite  with  his  sen- 
timents and  doctrines,  are  narrowly  watched,  and  thus  they  find  it 
necessary  to  be  very  cautious  ;  hoping  that  it  may  please  the  Lord,  not 
only  to  preserve  them  in  faithfulness,  but  that,  in  due  time,  he  may 
make  it  manifest  that  the  cause  and  testimony  of  Truth  has  been  their 
only  aim,  and  the  fervent  deaire  of  their  souls.      •***♦» 

As  J.  J.  G.  was  almost  continually  surrounded  with  company  of  vari- 
ous kinds,  and  but  a  very  few  days  in  the  city,  I  believe  that  no  private 
opportunity  was  taken  with  him-  Although  some  of  his  advocates  en- 
deavor to  make  out  that  his  intended  visit  was  almost  unanimously 
approved  in  the  meeting  which  liberated  him,  yet  the  published  account 
states  that  the  numbers  on  each  side  were  nearly  balanced. 

In  love,  I  remain  thy  friend, 

JoKATKAir  Evans. 


LETTER  FROM  MABGAEET  CROSFIELD, 


281 


FROM    ICAfiGAHET    CR08FIKL0    TO   J.    W. 


IMUK   FSIXJVD, 

♦    ♦«♦*♦«*•  yveppool,  ad  fno.,  Sad,  1638. 

I  can  never  forget  thy  acceptable  labors  and  company  amongst  us; 
thoo  came  in  a  critical  time,  and  wa-st  the  means  of  preserving  my 
husband  and  me  from  swerving  from  tbe  Truth  ;  we  saw  not  the  dan- 
ger until  thou  came,  but  I  fear  through  sophistry  and  delusion,  and 
undue  confidence  in  some,  we  should  have  siidden  oif  and  been  now 
like  some  once  of  high  standing,  who  are  now  wandering  from  moun- 
tain to  hill,  unsettled  from  waiting  on  the  true  Teacher,  and  seeking 
water  from  broken  cisterns  ;  anxiety  and  unhappiness  depicted  so  legi* 
bly  on  some  of  their  viaages  as  to  be  apparent  to  all  who  see  them. 
Since  thou  wast  here,  what  a  sea  of  troubles  have  some  of  us  passed 
through  !  and  in  degree  do  yet ;  but  thou  knowest  what  a  bitter  sepa- 
rating spirit  can  produce  wliere  it  get-s  Jn  ;  its  arrows  have  been  di- 
rected against  thee,  even  in  thi.'i  land,  in  this  house,  and  in  my  presence 
— a  poor  return  for  thy  labor  of  love  in  coming  as  a  gospel  messenger 
amongst  us. 

Poor  Isaac  and  Anna !  Tliey  were  high  then  and  bitter,  and  are  so. 
dtill ;  attempting  to  carry  the  same  appearance^  but  they  are  fallen  stars ; 
and  the  iron  must  often  have  entered  their  souls,  seeing  their  children 
scattered,  their  two  most  beloved  and  eldest  gone  to  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  two  more  wandering  here  and  there ;  their  nearest  connec- 
tions denying  women's  ministry,  a  cut  more  to  the  quick  to  Anna  than 
til  tlie  rest,        •*•♦•♦•♦* 

My  dear  husband  wa-s  not  at  our  last  Yearly  Meeting.  I  was  ;  and 
fts  far  as  I  am  ciipable  of  judging,  the  Friends  influential  in  our  men's 
meeting  for  discipline^  if  they  are  to  be  judged  by  their  doing'^,  are  not 
of  the  sentimenti^  tauglit  by  George  Fox,  and  embodied  in  the  ajiology 
of  Robert  Barclay.  Many,  especially  among  the  women  are  faith- 
ful in  the  principles  beheved  in  by  early  Friends,  but  they  cannot 
make  head  against  the  others ;  tliis  was  evident  in  the  sittings  of  die 
Seltict  Yearly  Meeting,  had  it  not  been  so,  Joseph  John  Gurney's  visit 
would  have  been  delayed,  if  not  set  aside.  The  Friends  who  did  not 
approve  of  it  were  faithful  and  very  plain  with  him,  which  he  bore 
very  well,  but  it  was  of  no  avail;  his  numerous  influential  relations  and 
private  friends  carried  him  through*  That  his  written  works  were  the 
foundation  of  the  present  aecei*sion»  I  undoubteiUy  believe.  Many  that 
hav«  left  have  declared  tlii?y  were  the  first  thhigs  that  led  them  lo  these 
new  views,  it  was  so  declared  publicly  by  several  of  them  to  the  Lon- 
don Committee.      ••••••••••*••• 
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Dear  John,  I  have  just  read  tliine  carefully  over^  and  I  do  see  clearly, 
and  unite  in  thy  views  respecting  the  writings  of  the  Friend  alluded  to, 
BO  does  my  husband;  and  we  are  the  same  we  ever  were;  and  according 
to  our  ability^  labor  to  uphold  the  Truth,  and  I  cleared  my  mind  in  our 
last  Select  Yearly  Meetin^^ ;  but,  as  I  said  before,  the  other  current 
prevailed.  Jo^iah  Forster  came  from  Ins  sick  chamber  to  throw  his 
weight  into  the  8Ciilc,  and  Elizabeth  Dudley,  though  sutfering  under 
paralysis,  was  led  up  between  two  Friends  for  a  similar  purpose. 
Thou  knowest  the  influence  of  the  Forstera.  Dear  Sarah  Gruhb  did 
her  best  against  it;  but  I  he  truth  is,  he  has  gone  into  your  land  with 
the  nnity  of  that  part  of  the  Society  who  are  influential  in  our  Yearly 
Meeting.  I  conceive  thy  query  to  be  unanswerable;  his  works  on 
many  points  ai*e  not  in  unison  with  Fox  and  Barclay,  nor  in  ray  ap- 
prehension can  ever  be  explained  to  mean  anything  that  sound  Friends 
of  primitive  views  can  accord  with  ;  they  are  many  of  them  a  burden 
to  concerned  Friends,  a  sore  burden  to  many  in  this  land  as  well  as 
yours ;  and  must  remain  so  until  he  himself  disavows  the  obnoxious 
passages,  and  the  speculative  turn  of  them.  All  I  have  not  read.  I 
never  profited  by  any  I  read,  they  are  very  superficial,  and  have  no 
unction  accompjinying;  it  has  alway;?  been  incomprehensible  to  me  that 
Friends  who  condemn  Isaac  Crewdson's  writings  can  unite  with  Joseph 
John's  which  in  many  parts  tliey  resemble.  ••••♦*♦ 
Many  injorious  concessions  were  made  to  the  Beaconites  by  way  of 
conciliation,  which  did  no  good.  At  Isaac  Braithwaite's  request  my 
husband  was  removed  fi-om  being  assistant  clerk  to  the  Yearly  Meeting, 
and  Samuel  Gurney  put  in  his  place.  That  made  peace  for  a  while  ; 
but  those  things  would  not  wi^ld  the  iron  and  the  clay  together,  they 
were  not  of  us,  and  it  was  better  to  let  them  go  forth  at  once,  as  they 
have  mostly  done  sinc^,  rending  as  much  as  possible  in  their  transit, 
like  the  evil  spirits  of  old,  united  in  nothing  that  I  know  of  but  the 
abandonment  of  seeking  for  Divine  assistance  in  ministering  and  in 
wor.-^hi[>,  being  ready  at  all  times,  some  praying  by  a  watch  to  measure 
half  an  hour  set  aside  for  that  purposc^hut  I  will  leave  this  sad 
theme. 

I  remain  thy  affectionate  friend,  and  sister  in  the  Troth. 

MAIiGAKET    CROBFIELD. 


LETTER  FROM  THOMAS  B.   GOULD. 
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Newport,  Sd  mo.,  80tb,  18^8. 


XT   DEAR   FHIRMD, 


For  myself,  I  have  seen  no  cause  to  change  nay  opinion  of  J,  J, 
Garney*  I  coaLiniie  to  believe  that  he  is  ad  great  an  ent^my  to  the 
Truth  as  ever  he  vva.s,  and  that  the  only  reason  why  he  tries  to  uiix  in  a 
sound  form  of  words  sometimes,  is  tliat  he  may  allay  the  fears  of  Friends, 
and  get  their  hearts  at  rest.  While  they  are  in  this  state,  he  can  say 
what  he  will^  and  such  would  not  notice  it.  I  do  not  believe  Lliat  he 
can  fnime  to  pronounce  "  Sitihboleth."  Aa  for  waiting  to  see  him,  so 
long  as  his  books  remfiin  on  his  back,  I  see  no  necessity  for  it  They 
are  sufRcient  evidence  against  him.  For  it  is  impossible  that  such 
carnality  as  he  has  advocated  in  them,  should  exist  or  remain^  under  the 
lire  of  that  baptism,  with  which  the  true  believers  are  baptized  by  the 
"one  spirit  into  the  one  body  ;*'  and  so  come  into  the  unity  uf  *'  the 
one  faith,**  as  it  is  in  him  who  u  Lord  of  all.  Head  over  all  tilings  to 
his  church  und  people.  ■  ♦  •  ♦  Xlie  longer  1  live,  the  more 
abundantly  I  am  convinced  that  no  part  of  that  divhie  Truth,  which  we 
were  originally  raised  up  a  people  to  bear  testimony  to,  can  be  dis- 
penaed  with,  neither  can  it  ever  be  changed-  For  it  is  unchangeable  in 
its  nature,  like  the  unchangeable  rock  tunl  foundation  upon  wliich  it  is 
based^^the  Kock  of  Ages — not  of  that  age  only  in  which  our  worthy 
forefathei-s  preached  truth  unto  those  to  whom  they  were  sent ;  but  it 
U  aSi  important  to,  and  as  imperative  and  obligatory  uix»o  us  of  this 
*'  degenerate  age,"  as  it  was  in  that  age,  and  will,  I  am  r^atiafied,  so  con- 
tinue to  the  latest  period  of  the  world.  And  it'  we  as  a  people  should 
tqni  asi<|e  from  that  testimony  to  the  light,  spirit  and  power  of  Clirist, 
revealed  in  the  heart,  as  the  primary  ruie  and  foundation  of  our  taitb 
and  practice,  the  whole  building  must  and  will  falL  There  is  no  mediuno. 
For  as  William  Penn  said  :  *'  The  light  of  Christ  witliin,  as  God's  gift 
for  man's  salvation,  is  fm  the  root  of  the  goodly  tree  of  doctrines,  wiiich 
grew  or  branched  ibrth  i>ut  of  iL'*    I  quote  from  memory,  »*••♦» 

dth  mo.,  lOth.  It  geems  to  me,  my  dear  friend,  that  if  our  precious 
testimonies  aro  supjiorted,  it  will  be  tlirough  suflerrng.  They  that  are 
born  after  the  flesh,  always  did  and  always  will  persecute  them  tliatar© 
born  after  the  Spirit.  Our  worthy  and  honorable  predecessors  were 
persecuted  even  unto  death  itself.  That  may  be  the  case  again  ;  but  it 
^eems  to  mo  that  it  will  more  probably  be  of  that  kind,  spoken  of  by 
our  blessed  Lord  i  *'  Suppose  ye  that  1  came  to  give  peace  on  earth  ? 
i  tell  you  nay ;  but  rather  division  I  For  from  henceforth  there  shall 
20* 
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T>ear  Joliii,  I  have  ju>i  ' 
and  unite  in  ihy  views*  n    ; 
so  does  my  husband;  and  wr  ; 
to  our  ability,  labor  to  upV   '  ' 
last  Select  Yearly  Mc*  f 
prevailed.     Josiah   Forster  > 
weight  into  the  scale,  and  1^ 
panilysis,  was  led  up  botw« 
Thou  knowest  the  influ^M 
her  be«t  against  it;  but 
the  unity  of  tliat  part  of 
Meeting,     I  conceive   i. 
many  points  are  not  in 
preheni<iou  can  ever  be  • 
of  primitive  views  can    i 
to  concerned  Friends^  a 
yours;  and  must  rerTv'-' 
pAs«age,s,  and  the  s; 
never  profited  by  an 
unction  accompanying 
Friends  who  condemn  1 
John's  which  in  raair 
'ilany  injurious  coti- 
conciliation,  which  «! 
husband  was  remo\' 
and  Samuel  Gum*  , 
but  those  thin;::-  ^ 
were  not  of  u-^.  > 
have  mostly  dour  i 
like  the  evil  ^piri' 
abandonment  <>! 
worship,  bf^n^  r 
half  an  hour   - 
theme. 

I  remain  i 
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b  neutralized,  if  not  entirelj  evaporated.  *  *  *  I  greatly  desire 
to  see  ibee,  and  to  be  somewhat  "  filled  "  witli  thy  company ;  and  I 
want  to  give  thee  an  account  of  some  tilings  which  it  would  not  be  so 
easy  nor  so  pro[)er  to  put  upon  paper.  I  will  just  add,  that  my  liaviug 
been  with  the  burden-hearers  there,  is  a  source  of  solid  satisfaction  to 
my  mind ;  and  I  am  thankful  in  believing  that  the  channel  through 
which  rcpixwf  and  condemnation,  as  well  as  peace  and  consolation,  flow 
thereinto,  Is  still  mercifully  kept  open ;  but  I  have  not  felt  tfie  former, 
neither  do  I  think  it  is  truly  *'  evangehcal "  to  be  found  in  the  condition 
of  "  miserable  sinners  "  through  life, — '*  doing  those  things  which  we 
ought  not  to  do,  and  leaving  undone  tho&e  things  which  we  ought  to 
do," — any  more  than  t!ie  apostle,  when  he  said  : — "  There  is  therefore 
now  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Christ  Jesus,  who  walk  not 
after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  spirit."  Satisfied  I  am,  that  walkiirg  after 
or  in  tlie  spirit,  does  not  bring  it,  any  more  than  walking  in  the  hght 
brjnga  darknes:*.  And  whatever  "Christian  love"  and  fellowship  or 
unity  J.  J,  G.  may  speak  and  write  of,  for  those  that  are  in  Egyptian 
darkness  with  himiscif,  or  desire  them  that  are  in  the  "  light "  to  have 
for  him,  I  am  abundantly  convinced  that  there  is  but  one  kind  of  unity 
or  fellowship  that  is  worth  having,  and  no  other  means  of  obtaining  it, 
but  by  **  walking  in  the  light."  This  is  the  unity  and  the  fellowship 
that  I  desire  to  feel,  and  to  be  felt  for  me  and  with  me  ;  and  I  desire 
no  other ;  and  they  that  are  in  the  light  can  have  no  unity  with  the 
unfruitful  works  of  darkness. 

Thy  friend,  in  the  nearness  of  true  Christian  love, 

Thos.  B.  Gould- 

froh  a.  kawlixson  barclay  to  j.  w. 


LovtoDAtone,  near  London,  iStb  of  &th  mo.,  1838. 

Thup,my  dear  friend,  I  have  to  bear  up  as  well  as  I  may  be  enabled, 
agamst  the  loss  of  a  brotiier  closely  beloved  in  the  Lord  ;  we  were  very 
near  to  each  other  in  our  viewii  and  ftjeling"*  as  to  the  state  of  things 
amongst  u:«,  and  he  was  the  cheerer  and  encourager  of  my  heart  under 
OUT  late  and  present  disoouragements.  One  is  ready  to  cry  out,  who  is 
there  to  tight  the  battles  of  the  Lord  in  this  gloomy  day?  •  »  ♦  ♦  ♦ 
My  dear  friend,  where  we  seem  to  be  suffering  most  in  the  present 
time,  i»  in  the  feebleness  and  faiihlessneas  of  our  London  Morning 
Meeting.  Thia  was  what  was  so  deeply  upon  dear  John's  mind  ;  and 
I  think  he  looked  to  some  effort  being  made  in  the  Select  Yearly  Meet- 
ing, this  time,  lo  strengthen  the   former  meeting  by  representatives, 
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from  time  to  time,  of  Friends  from  the  country.  Thou  knowest  a  little 
what  sad  pennings  that  meeting  has  parsed,  in  J.  J.  G.'a  reckless  writ- 
inga  ;  also  E.  Ash's  sorry  slurs  on  our  ancient  Friends*  writings;  (which 
I  was  gkd  to  see»  in  my  recent  numbers  of  ''  The  Friend,"  had  been 
touched  yjwn,  and  which  I  liope  will  mt^et  tho  eye  of  some  here.) 
Then  they  have  alijo  rejected  a  new  edition  of  dear  Samuel  Rundeil's 
tract,  wliicii  came  under  my  notice,  the  author  having  deputed  me  to 
attend  to  it ;  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  the  reasons  and  viewa  of  tlie 
committee  of  the  Morning  Meeting  were  inconsistent  with  our  ancient 
principles,  and  directly  contrary  to  R.  B.'s  apology.  It  is  a  small 
committee  of  this  meeting  to  whom  is  referred  the  close  examination  of 
MSS. ;  and  if  they  rei>ort  to  the  meeting  an  opinion,  one  way  or  the 
other,  tht^  meeting  records  it  ;  and  llms  the  business  falls  into  a  few 
hands.  On  this  occasion*  in  having  to  do  with  them,  I  did  not  hesitate 
to  reprove  them  sharply,  for  deserting  the  G.  Whiteheadsi,  the  R,  Bar- 
clays, the  George  Foxes,  &.c,,  of  old  times,  a3  the  expositors  of,  or  tes- 
timony-bearers unto  our  principles  and  taking  to  the  J.  J.  Giirneya, 
&o,.  of  modern  times.  My  dear  brother  also  hatl  to  stand  out  nearly 
singte-handed  against  these  innovators,  some  months  ago. 

I  tiave  recently  publii<hed  another  little  tract,  of  Extracts  from  early 
Friends,  on  Baptism  and  the  Supper,  in  which  I  devoted  a  section  to 
extracts  intended  to  counteract  their  new  notions  on  the  eating  the  flesh, 
&C.,  (6ih  of  John) — for  which  hi  part  they  rejected  S.  Rundetra  tract ; 
they  seem  to  consider  that  the  flesh  of  Christ  there  spoken  of,  means 
Ids  outward  boily  spiritually  eaten,  ^y/«iVA,  his  outward  sacrifice  so  par- 
taken of,  believed  in,  iScc.,  which  is  given  for  the  hfe  of  the  world ;  and 
thus  rejecting  R.  Barclay's  view,  that  it  refers  to  his  spiritual  hoiJy  ;  this 
spiritual  view,  it  seems,  savors  too  much  of  Hicksism  for  them.  I  would 
forward  thee  my  tract,  but  fear  it  would  come  heavy  in  postage.  Didst 
thou  ever  receive  my  last  ?  Thy  last  two  letters  to  ray  dear  brother 
came  too  late  to  be  seen  by  him  ;  I  have  them,  and  shall  take  care 
of  them.  We  have  heard  little  of  J.  J.  G-  of  late  ;  I  used  to  see  many 
of  his  letters  to  his  brothers  or  cliildren ;  but  I  now  hear  they  are  not 
shown  about  i  so  I  suppose  he  has  been  busily  occupied  in  Philadelphia, 
llis  last  sheet  on  Scripture  Interpretations  is  or  has  been  sought  up,  and 
I  have  not  been  able  to  get  one.  It  is  a  sad  eflusion,  imd  I  mucli  fear 
has  occasioned  us  much  mischief,  and  been  the  cause  of  some  of  die 
members  of  the  committee  of  the  Morning  Meeting  adopting  the  'views 
I  have  alluded  to,  and  thus  has  beguiled  and  beclouded  them  in  their 
judgment  of  MSS.  This  is  a  melancholy  business  for  me  to  reflect 
U|K>n,  to  think  that  just  before  going  away  from  us,  he  should  have 
printed  and  signed  a  document  of  that  kind^  which  has  I  bcdieve  occa- 
sioned, and  coadnuea  so  to  do^  so  much  mischief  and  stumbling  amongst 
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ibose  occupying  upper  ranks  amongst  us,  on  whom  devolves  tho  very 
imjwjrtant  duty  of  revising  MSS.  on  our  faith,  &c.  This  matter,  this 
»ore,  now  lurk^  and  prevails,  I  believe,  among  these  select  Friends ;  but 
being  on  points  of  doctrine  seldom  touched  upon  in  public,  does  not  get 
out  much  amongst  us.  With  respect  to  E,  Ash's  book,  I  took  occa5ion, 
soon  after  I  had  read  it,  to  remark  openly  in  our  Meeting  for  Sufferings, 
that  I  regretted  to  think  thiit  there  were  parts  in  that  book  which  I 
feared  had  ei^caped  the  proper  care  of  the  Morning  Meeting,  and  I 
resisted,  in  consequence,  our  printing,  a$  was  proposed,  a  large  edi- 
lion  of  it  for  extensive  circulation  ;  this  was  a  year  ago ;  I  then  (lost 
Yearly  Meeting)  took  an  opportunity  of  .''peaking  to  the  author,  stating 
ray  objections,  and  that  I  should  still  object,  in  our  Meeting  for  Suffer- 
ings to  its  being  again  printed  in  its  then  state;  at  the  same  time,  I 
felt  that  my  controversy  was  necessarily  against  the  Morning  Meeting 
for  having  parsed  it,  and  thuH  tihielding  the  author.  Far  more  came 
out  of  uniiound  views^  in  our  conversation,  than  at  all  occurs  in  the 
book  J  and  I  could  see  lie  wa*  tully  tinctured  with  J.  J.  G.'s  views  on  the 
flesh,  &e.^  of  Christ.  He  stated,  that  be  liad  at  home  a  large  collection 
of  oiijeetionable  passages  from  early  Friends,  upon  which  he  grounded 
his  remarks  in  his  second  part.  I  invited  hira  to  let  me  see  ihem,  as  I 
was  familiar  with  their  controversial  works,  and  knew  how  birgely 
they  had  replied  to,  or  explained,  &c. ; — but  he  has  never  sent  them. 
I  was  desired  (o  confer  with  him,  that  my  objections  might  be  attended 
to  in  the  next  edition ;  but  I  never  did  so,  as  I  could  make  nothing  of 
such  a  piece  of  disjointedness.  1  was  afterwai-ds  called  upon,  as  a 
member  of  the  Bleetiog  for  Sufferings,  to  exjihun  what  I  had  done,  and 
why  I  objected  to  what  had  passed  the  Morning  Meeting;  thus  I  was 
fiurly  brought  out,  and  with  my  dear  brother  beside  me,  we  made  out 
such  a  strong  case  against  them  (the  very  members,  or  some  of  ihera, 
of  the  aforesaid  committee  of  the  Morning  Meeting)  that  they  were 
silenced,  and  they  thought  it  best  to  drop  the  matter.  It  so  happened, 
I  had  the  hottest  part  of  the  engagement,  as  I  was  deemed  to  he  the 
prominent  obstacle  in  the  way.  I  remember  coming  away  from  that 
sitting  in  admiration  at  the  mercy  and  help  of  the  Lord,  that  a  poor 
stripling,  taken  on  a  sudden,  should  (without  any  contrivance  of  his 
own)  be  so  helped  against  these  authoritative  ones*  (Alas !  for  their 
autltority !)  Whether  at  this  Yearly  Meeting  the  clouds  about  the 
minds  of  these  may  be  dispelled,  I  know  not ;  but  there  ii  a  hard,  tough 
feature  about  them ;  they  act  so  much  by  ptirty,  and  sutTer  family 
interest  to  sway,  and  the  like,  and  thus  J.  J.  G.'s  works  have  been  (I 
believe  I  might  say)  forced  through  that  revising  meeting ;  mid  now 
we  see  the  consequences.  Nothing  will  do  but  the  pni'e  truth  !  I  Imve 
told  tJiem  plainly,  it  is  no  use  speaking  of  their  authority,  or  that  a 
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work  has  passed  that  meeting,  if  it  be  inconsistent  with  our  prindpleg, 
and  gives  offence  to  well  coneerned  Friench  up  mid  down  the  country, 
and  in  America, 

I  hi^arlily  desire  my  cousin  J.  J.  G-  may  be  lii-ouglit  to  see  the 
incon.sistencies  of  some  of  his  writings.  I  hope  there  are  Aquilas  and 
Priscillas  in  PhiMelphia  and  elsewhere,  who  will  &how  him  more  per- 
fectly the  beauty  and  Lhe  excellency  there  is  in  the  Truth  and  its  princi- 
ples, and  the  iinjKjrtance,  in  one  tilling  the  station  he  doesj  of  perfect 
consistency. 

My  dear  slsterj*  Mary  and  Lydta  are  tolerable  j  the  latter  is  very 
delicate;  she  is  flaying  with  the  former  during  Yearly  Meeting,  It  is 
affecting  to  hear  how  nearly  our  loss  is  felt  by  Friends  with  us,  in  this 
annual  solemnity. 

Dear  John,  last  year,  when  dijiabled  from  attending  Yearly  Meeting, 
was  visited  by  a  large  number  of  Friends  from  the  country  ;  and  he 
used  to  encourage  ihem  and  cheer  them  often,  and  show  his  deep  inter- 
est in  the  welfai-e  of  our  poor  Httle  Society.  He  is  gone  to  his  rest  in 
the  Lord;  sweet  was  the  assurance,  when  I  was  with  him  near  the 
last,  of  hid  accepUmce  In  the  Beloved,  and  that  the  everlasting  amiB 
were  holding  out  towards  him,  whilst  struggling  in  the  laj^t  decay  of  the 
outward  tabernacle.  May  we  be  animated  to  follow  him,  as  lie  was 
concerned  to  follow  his  blessed  Lord  I  Farewell,  my  dear  friend  ;  do 
write  to  me,  thou  hast,  never,  I  think,  yet  done  so,  I  remain  thy  truly 
aiFectiouate  friend.  A.  RAWLnraoN  Barclay, 

FROM    LYDIA    A,    BARCLAY    TO    J.    W. 

Croydon,  18th  of  9th  mo.  18S8. 

MT  DEAB  AKD  VAmKI>  FBtBa^D, 

It  was  in  my  heart  to  have  written  to  thee  soon  after  the  receipt 
(in  Ist  mo.)  of  thy  kind  and  very  acceptable  letter,  dated  lllh  mo. 
last  year,  but  it  wa«  the  beginning  of  a  long  illness  with  me,  and  I 
thought  perhaps  il  was  better  to  write  after  our  Yearly  Meeting.  My 
dear  friend,  1  felt  it  truly  kind,  and  cause  for  humble  tliankfulness  to 
Him  in  whom  are  all  our  fresh  springs,  that  thou  should  be  drawn  thus 
to  wnite  to  me,  to  strengthen  and  to  comfort  me  at  a  very  low  time, 
and  amidst  much  that  dismays  and  oppresses.  Were  it  not  for  such 
cups  of  refreshment  and  help,  ^ome  of  the  poor  exercised  od^  would 
be  in  danger  of  fainting  by  the  way. 

But  how  shall  I  proceed  lo  tell  thee  of  the  great  affliction  that  ifl 
permitted  us— or  how  shall  I  describe  our  great  loss^  in  the  removal 
by  death  of  ray  dearly  beloved  brother  John,  the  11th  of  last  month! 
but  thou  canst  enter  into  it  and  canst  feel  for  us.     He  and  I  were  united 
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together  iu  closer  bonds  than  those  of  outward  relationship,  even  from 
the  time  that  he  was  fourteen  and  I  twelve  years  of  age,  and  when  he 
wa-H  first  cJrawn  into  ix-lig-ious  thouj^litfulness,  and  then  appeared  inclin* 
ing  towards  the  Church  of  England  ;  and  ever  since  that  time  I  have 
shared  in  all  Ids  exercises,  his  letters,  and  hb  works,  for  he  has  most 
kindly  tliought  my  poor  judgment  worth  consullidg  as  well  as  made 
use  of  my  pen  in  copying  for  Inm,  I  cannot  tell  thee  how  sweet  has 
been  our  intercourae  of  latter  years,  especially  since  they  lived  at 
Newington,  where  1  have  gone  nearly  every  month  to  see  them,  (after 
attending  the  Morning  Meeting)  taken  my  work  done  and  received 
iresh  to  do.  But,  dear  fri«nd,  1  cannot  repine,  it  is  all  well  ordered 
by  a  tender  Father,  both  for  rae  and  tor  him, — it  is  for  my  good  this 
dear  prop  is  taken  from  me,  and  he  has  joined  the  just  of  all  genera- 
tions, (made  perfect  througli  svtrterings  like  their  dear  Master)  whose 
bright  examples  he  has  been  faithftdly  concerned  to  hold  up  to  our 
view  m  his  publications !  His  day  hajs;  been  a  short  one  but  a  full  one, 
and  the  work  thereof  kept  pace  with  the  light  thereof;  he  was  just 
turned  forty-one  years  of  age,  nearly  the  age  of  our  dear  ancestor  the 
apologist.  He  had  the  influenza  this  i^pringat  the  same  time  that  I  had  it, 
frutu  which  he  never  recovered,  but  ;^unk  in  very  rapid  consumjition, only 
being  very  ill  alH>ut  a  fortnight.  He  had  gone  to  Brighton  for  change 
of  air,  and  was  removed  from  there  to  Tunbridge  WelW,  in  Kent,  about 
three  days  before  hi;i  death.  There  I  went  to  him,  and  was  favored  to 
witness  hi;*  peaceful  close,  al>out  thirty  hour?  at*ter  I  got  there  ;  he  had 
no  pain  at  all,  nor  any  pang  of  separation,  but  he  seemed  so  redeemed 
from  all,  that  it  was  like  translation  !  He  uttered  many  sweet  expres- 
sions, the  day  betbre  his  death,  which  we  have  put  down.  These  are  the 
principal.  Alluding  to  the  texts  John  i.  9th,  and  viii,  12th,  he  said, 
'*  It  does  not  say  thai  we  shtdl  all  at  once  know  all  things,  but  as  they  can 
t>ear — 0,  'tis  because  they  want  to  know  all  at  once^  not  as  children 
learn,  that  the  light  is  taken  away : "  **  pi*aise  where  it  is  due,  and 
thanksgiving  and  melody."  Another  time,  '*They  say  there  is  no 
revelation— but  what  is  made  manifest  to  us  as  our  duty,  as  the  Lord's 
will,  /*  revelation^his  is  my  belief — ^1  am  sure  of  it — they  slight  reve- 
lation, but  it  shall  prevail,  and  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  reign  over 
all/'  *'  None  that  trust  in  the  Lord  shall  l>e  confounded,  but  they  shall 
be  as  Mount  Zion  which  can  never  be  removed ;  for  the  mouth  of  the 
Lord  hath  spoken  it."  **  You  all  know  my  desire  to  be  preserved  neai* 
the  Lord ;  I  only  want  to  be  strengthened  and  upheld  by  ihe  Lord, 
to  be  found  in  him — this  h  the  way  of  peace."  '*  The  Lord  will  be 
your  Lord,'*  with  more  relative  to  Ids  being  a  sure  refuge  and  Idding- 
piace,  '*  We  must  be  iiiithtul  to  what  is  made  known, — to  the  smallest 
diaooveries  of  tiie  light  of  Ti*uth."     When  I  was  alone  with  him  be 
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said,  "  The  quiet  habitiilion,  dear  lister ;  thoii  looks  as  if  tliou  loved  the 
quiet  lirtbitatioii.  0,  bow  desirable,"  with  more  about  it  aiid  orreater 
dedicatiojj  and  faithfulness.  He  often  said,  **  Let  us  all  be  still  and  tjtiiet," 
''  Let  lis  be  retired  in  our  mind^/*  That  same  evening  hid  voice  was 
lifted  up  in  a  sweet  mtdody  in  which  we  could  oecasionallj  dtJitinguish 
such  words  as  these :  **  O,  Lord,  dear  Lord,  come  I "  "I  bless  th^ 
Lord!"  *'I  am  the  Lord's  forever."  "  Cleave  to  him,  oh,  cleave  to 
him  !  "  "  Love  him  witb  all  jour  heart !  "  with  *'  Hallelujah  !"  very 
often  repealed  as  a  constant  and  melwlious!  song  of  praise  for  hours 
together.  0,  I  shall  never  forget  the  sweet  feeling,  alxnjl  an  hour 
beibre  the  close;  dear  Mai'y,  after  giving  him  some  nourishment, asked 
him  if  he  knew  her^ — he  replied  with  a  sweet  smile,  *^  YesJ,  my  Mary;" 
had  he  any  pain  ?  *' No,  not  any;"  was  he  happy?  "Yes^very;" 
and  then  laid  down,  and  fj,uietly  drew  his  breath  shorter  and  shorter 
and  seemed  to  fall  asleep,  so  sweet  was  the  clone*  ♦  •  « 

I  have  dwelt  long  on  this  subject,  but  now  will  turn  to  others,  knowing 
thy  feeling  heart  will  excuse  me. 

I  do  not  know  if  thou  Un^l  heard  about  dt^ar  Samuel  Rundell*8  tract 
on  "  Redemption,  Divine  Worship,  and  partaking  of  the  flesh  and  blood 
of  Jesus."  It  was  fin?t  published  four  years  ago ;  the  second  edition 
was  submitted  to  the  Morning  Meeting,  two  years  ago  last  2d  month  ; 
it  was  only  then  read  at  an  adjournment  of  that  meeting,  (which  1  call 
very  unfair,  ns  but  few  attend  such,)  and  then  given  in  charge  to  the 
txjmmittee  (which  consists  principally  of  a  eei-tain  influential  class,  but 
my  dear  brother  John  was  also  one  to  his  humbling!)  they,  after  reading 
it,  kept  it  twenty  months,  and  then  the  subject  wiis  brought  forward  again 
last  lltb  month  in  the  committee,  where  it  appeared  that  many  or  most 
of  them  disapproved  of  it  as  tending  to  undervalue  the  outward  coming 
and  sacrifice  of  our  Saviour,  and  embracing  views  which  they  tliought 
objectionable.  (F  must  say  that  P.  Bedfoixl  was  not  present.)  My 
dear  brother  John  confuted  them  all,  being  strengthened  to  an  inno- 
cent boldness,  and  spoke  very  closely  to  several ;  he  told  E.  Fry  that 
had  she  lived  in  the  days  of  the  reformers  she  would  have  been  no 
martyr,  she  was  so  for  covering  things  over  with  love,  (or  something 
to  this  effect.)  He  answered  S.  Corder  cloisely,  reminding  her  that 
in  his  own  parlor,  she  had  expressed  such  a  sentiment  that  he  toM  her 
then,  she  was  a  downright  Papist.  Samuel  Gurney  spoke  something 
against  Wm*  Penn's  writings,  saying  that  he  was  not  in  unity  with  his 
friends ;  John  answered,  "  Yes,  dear  friend,  Wra*  Penn  was  in  unity 
with  his  friends,  but  his  friends  were  for  a  time  afraid  of  him  as  thine 
ai-e  now  of  thee  for  the  same  reason,  because  he  was  so  linked  with 
the  great,  and  the  rich  and  the  wise  " — this  is  as  much  as  I  can  recol- 
lect; he  was  kept  io  great  sweetness,  and   meekness,  and  peaceful 
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quiel  lliroygh  iIjc  whole.  W,  Allen  wns  ihe  only  one  who  stood 
up  for  him  and  the  tract  ;  so  they  had  their  own  way,  and  ordered 
a  k^tter  wriiKJii  to  S.  R.  advising  sti-ougl}-  hh  \vithdrawiiig  it,  nud 
then»  to  finish  all,  "  Mcy  wmpt  it  itp"  with  the  circulation  of  liiis 
report,  viz  :  that  S.  R.  hatl  witlidmwn  it !  This  ia  tlie  way,  dear 
friend,  that  sound  thi»gi?i  are  nrjt'Ctcd  and  discouraged,  wliile  unsound 
things  are  violently  urged  through  that  meeting!  and  the  rea^^n 
of  it  if!  that  the  merahcrs  of  tht"  said  committee  have  the  views  (or 
most  of  them  in  diffl-rent  degrees  of  inixtmT)  contained  in  J.  J*  G.'s 
private  book  ;  a*  their  rea^on^  for  objecting  to  it  were  in  coincidence 
with  ifiat  book.  But  1  have  now  the  eali;*faction  to  tell  thee  that  in 
couift^q nonce  of  dear  LX  Whcclcr'*  strong  encouragement  ami  stimulus 
to  8.  R.,  he  is  induced  to  think  of  publishing  hia  tmct,  notwithstandinf/  ; 
as  he  has  deiiired  to  have  a  conference  with  that  committee  to  ftcfend 
his  own  and  our  early  Friends'  views,  which  they  wholly  decline  lo 
allow  hi ra  J  eo  he  feels  liberated  fmm  them.  My  brother  Rawlinson 
litt^  or  will  have  it  in  charge  to  get  out  shortly.  •  #  •  ♦  •  ♦ 
Sarah  Grubb  desired  her  dear  love  to  thee  ;  she  was  raised  up  to  come 
and  beiir  her  noble  yet  close  testimony  among  us  this  Yearly  Meeting, 
saying  that  we  should  yet  be  sifted  more,  yea,  wiped  out,  ad  a  man 
wipeth  a  dinh  turning  it  npjjide  down  !••••• 
It  is  well  to  sit  alone  and  keep  silence  in  these  troublous  times!  and 
how  sweet  at  times*  to  teel  united  to  some  at  a  di:^tance  though  out- 
wardly unknown  to  us — this  unity  cJinnot  be  disssolved  by  death  or  by 
distance,  or  by  the  tloodn  of  atfliction.  May  1  send  my  love  in  the  I^ord 
Jesu^  to  dear  donathan  Evans  of  Ph]ladel[>hia  ?  I  consider  the  preface 
to  Pike  and  Oxiey  as  dear  John's  dying  testimony ;  thou  wilt  greatly 
like  it,  and  abo  the  book.  It  strikes  at  the  accumulation  of  riches,  and 
getting  into  superfluitie:^.  O,  lhe:^e  have  got  to  a  fearful  height  now 
over  here,  so  that  ministers  and  elder*  who  ought  to  be  good  examples 
to  the  Hock,  are  instead  thereof  examples  of  tnhaking  tuind'^  with  the 
worldly  spirit  in  aUthingi  !  there  are  but  a  few  whose  hands  are  clean, 
and  such  go  under  reproach  tw  narrow  ;  but  we  must  be  content  lo  be 
fnA  our  Lord  and  his  Spirit  ever  was  and  will  be,  contrary  to  the 
worldly  spirit  We  are  mingling  with  the  mass  of  other  professor;*,  as 
dear  Sarah  Grubb  said  we  should  be,  by  our  mingling  with  them  in 
benevolent  matters,  even  in  tlie  Yearly  Meeting  of  182tJ,  and  told  us 
to  note  it  in  our  pocketb+wk^,  and  said  that  we  should  tiiereby  get  lo 
think  thei-e  was  no  gooil  in  this  querj^  or  the  other  query,  till  all  the 
discipline  would  by  degrees  fall  to  the  ground;  so  now  iXm  U  coming 
to  paj^^  rapidly  in  reality  or  life,  however  fair  the  auperslruelure  or 
form  may  still  appear.  ••♦••••• 
1  remain  tliy  nearly  united  friend, 
21  Lydia  a*  Barclat. 
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FROM    ABIGAIL    DOCKRAY   TO   J.    W. 

^Utichester,  tSth  of  9th  mo.,  1SS8. 

KT   BELOVSD  7ltlRKt>  JOHN   WTLAL'ft, 

♦  •  •  1  am  Iroly  glnd  to  nvail  myself  of  llm  opening,  to  assure 
thee,  my  tlear  friend,  ilmt  ihoy  ait,  and  bast  been,  much  and  often  in 
our  rLMnembrnnct'.  I  low  nhouUl  it  be  other  wine,  wbiljit  we  have  been 
witnet!sing  the  de\*elopments  of  those  exercising  prospeet.s  with  wbich 
thy  pmjT  iifllieted  spirii  was  at  limes  well-nigh  overwbelmeii  whilst 
within  our  borders!  The  recollection  of  some  season^*,  wherein  mj 
own  mind  was  pertnitlcd  to  partieipate,  though,  ]HThu[is,  in  a  small 
mcnswre,  with  thine,  is  i^till  fresli  in  my  remenibninee.  Mimy  and  sore 
have  been  our  affiicltonfj,  and  tbey  are  not  yet  ended.  I  soineiimeij 
think  it  U  only  a  part  of  the  roughest  of  tlie  mixture  which  hns  been 
sifte*!  from  us.  There  is  mneb  of  a  more  specious*  and  refined  nature 
remaining,  which,  if  I  mistake  not,  is  stil!  juore  opposeil  to  the  .simplic- 
ity of  ttie  Truth,  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  Ah,  what  a  subtle  enemy  is  ours  I 
working  in  a  mystery.  Loud,  indeed,  is  the  call  to  us,  every  one» 
♦*  Let  him  that  tbinkelh  he  standeth,  take  heed  lest  he  fall/'  Mj 
beloved  husband  has,  I  think,  been  wonderfully  delivered  from  a  lojid 
of  oppression  which  lung  pressed  him  down,  and  now  jsceius  to  mc  and 
nmny  of  his  friends,  to  have  been  hidden  as  iu  a  ciive,  and  tliercby 
prepared  to  take  his  place  in  the  midst  of  a  little,  band,  who,  though  in 
their  own  estimation  luH  as  a  feeble  few,  have  yet  been  favored  to  stand 
faillifwlly,  and  bear  the  ditferent  assault^s  which  have  been  permitted 
to  try  them. 

Well,  I  could  write  more,  but  am  obliged  to  conclude,  as  this  goes 
by  the  hand  of  a  friend  who  waits  for  il. 

My  de«r  D.  D,  desires  me  to  give  his  dear  love  to  thee.     Farewell, 
my  dear  friend.     In  the  precious  feeling  of  love  and  near  unity, 
I  remain  thy  very  aflectionate  friend, 

Abigail  Dockiiat. 


FROM   DANIEL    WHEELER   TO   J.    W. 

Philadelphiit,  2d  of  Second  Month,  IBM. 

MY   DILIR  ratEMU   JOHJT   WILBUR, 

When  just  on  the  eve  of  taking  my  departure  from  Kew  York 
for  tbia  city,  thy  letter  of  the  22d  ult.  was  received ;  and  truly  welcome 
it  was  to  hear  from  thee  once  more  upon  thy  own  fibores.     My  time 
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ba$  been  fully  occupied  ever  since,  in  Burlmgton  and  ita  neigliborliood, 
until  yesterday,  when  I  left,  and  got  hem  in  the  afternoon-  •  »  •  ♦ 
On  leaving  Eiij^land  for  North  America,  I  luid  do  defined  plan  in 
prospect  of  what  I  might  hnve  to  do  when  I  got  there ;  but  it  was  clear 
to  ray  mliid  tliat  the  first  step  which  I  had  to  take  was  to  make  the  beat 
of  my  way  thither ;  and  since  my  arrival  I  have  foimd  that  I  must  be 
ctmtent  to  live  one  day  alone,  and  am  tliaiikfyl  to  be  able  to  i^aj  that 
thus  far  I  have  been  graciously  supijorted  and  helped  along  to  ray  own 
fldmiralion  and  comfort  and  peace.  I  am  not,  however,  insensible  that 
bonds  and  atilictions  abide  me  ;  and  I  do  not  fuel  any  disposition  to 
ehrink  frum  feeling  the  burden  of  them,  believing  tliat  if  they  be  ac- 
ee[)ted  for  Christ's  sake  ami  hi^  gospers ;  in  his  own  time,  if  patiently 
abode  tmder,  the  freedom  and  liberty  and  consolations  of  the  gospel 
will  also  be  permitted  at  seasons  to  abound  to  bis  praise. 

Without  aritieii>ating  more  tribulation  to  be  my  portion  than  what 
falls  to  the  lotuf  other  mortals,  I  can  nut  conceive  it  should  be  otherwise 
than  a  daj  of  sutfering  with  those  who  are  called  upon  to  fill  up  a 
share  of  thai  which  remains  for  the  body's  sake  according  to  their 
measure,  wlten  those  thittgs  which  make  truly  desolate,  and  destitute  of 
the  Divine  presence,  stand  where  they  ought  not,  (in  the  place  which 
should  be  holy,)  instead  of  lliat  pure  vital  religion  which  the  spiritu- 
ality of  the  gospel  dispensation  bestows  upon  all  that  believe  in  iU 
teachings ;  and  it  is  these  only  that  know  it  to  be  the  power  of  God 
unto  salvation  from  sin  and  trai^sgression.  How  many  are  contenting 
themselves  at  this  day,  even  though  making  high  profession  of  the 
Christian  religion,  whh  a  mere  outward  declaration  of  *'  glad  tidings  ot"^ 
gootl  things,  and  great  joy  to  all  people,"  without  coming  to  the  heart- 
felt knowledge  of  this  very  gospel  within  themselvfe^,  though  preached 
in  and  to  every  creature  under  heaven,  in  language  as  intelligible  as 
tliat  of  the  angel  which  John  saw  fly  through  the  midst  of  heaven 
with  it  in  his  hand,  who  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  "  Fear  God  and  give 
glory  to  him,"  and  which  is  only  hidden  from  those  '*  whose  minds 
are  blinded  by  ihe  gml  of  this  world,  lest  the  light  of  the  glorious  gos- 
pel of  Christ  should  shine  unto  them !"  It  is  much  more  jwihitithle  to 
the  creature  to  be  fed  with  pleasant  food  from  the  tree  of  knowledge, 
which  never  cwn  sustain  the  soul  nnd  was  never  intended  for  man  to 
fee^l  upon,  though  goo<l  in  it.^  proper  place,  (and  if  to  a  projier  extent 
cuhivatpd,  allowable,)  than  to  have  the  attention  turned  to  that  holy 
principle  of  gospel  light  which  shines  in  every  heart,  which  would  set 
a  man*g  sins  in  order  before  him  without  flattery  or  deceit,  whereby  he 
might  be  induced  to  commence  the  great  and  necessary  work,  and  learn 
the  tirsi  principles  of  the  doctrines  of  Christ,  which  is  "  rejientance 
toward  God,  and  faith  toward  oui-  Lord  Jesus  Chriat,'^  by  faith  in  the 
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power  of  tlie  Holy  vSpirit  to  ptirify  and  clennse  tire  heart  from  everj 
defilement.     "  Repent   antl  belicvi?  the  gospel/'  "  Repent  and  obey  the 
gospel,"  h  coarse  food  in  the  present  day*     •»••♦• 
Fareweilj  my  dear  frienJ  ;  desiring  my  love  to  thyself  nnd  flimily, 
I  am  thy  affectionate  friend, 

Daniel  Whreleh. 


FROM   .1.    W.   TO   THOMAS   B.    GOULD. 


HopkbtoP,  aad  of  3d  rao,,  1839. 


UT  DRAR  inOMAS, 

♦       •       «       * 


♦  The  lo:;s  of  onr  dear  aged  friend  Jonittlum  Evans 
lias  indeed  filled  my  heart  with  s^orrow  ;  and  the  question  has  arisen  in 
my  almost  desponding  mind,  is  it  intended  by  the  God  of  Israel,  on 
account  of  the  great  iniquity  of  bis  people  and  of  the  priesthood^  to 
suffer  the  arkof  hi.H  testimony  to  go  into  the  hnnds  of  the  Philistines, 
as  he  did  formerly  by  reason  of  the  profuning  of  their  sacred  office  by 
tbe  house  of  Eli?  One  after  another  of  tlio  most  valiant  among  the 
few  left  to  give  glory  to  bis  name  on  account  of  Israeffi  deliverance 
from  bis  former  enemie^'t  are  removed  and  called  away  to  their  everlast- 
ing mauiiiong  !  Great  gain,  indeed,  to  thera  ;  but  how  will  it  fare  with 
the  RiIiLary  one4^  who  are  thus  stripped  and  bereaved  of  their  :strengih 
and  counsel  in  this  day  of  treading  down  by  the  enemy  ?  But  if  He 
disband  the  elder  warriors  altogether,  aa  having  fulfilled  tiieir  roramis- 
sion,  will  he  raise  up  another  array  from  tbe  ranks  of  an  eai*ly  walk, 
and  send  {Jtem  into  the  field  against  tlie  mighty  ? 

Yestenlay,  before  receiving  the  sorrowful  tidings,  I  was  reading  in 
the  history  of  Israel's  kings  and  their  warfare,  and  ibe  gi^cat  strait  to 
whieh  the  armies  of  Isrne!,  Judah,  and  Edom  were  bi'ought,  in  their 
going  forth  agtiiust  Moab,  for  want  of  water,  and  thereby  induced  to 
seek  counsel  of  the  Lord  ;  and  when  inquiry  was  made  for  a  prophet, 
one  of  the  king'^  servants  answered  and  said,  "  here  is  Elisha  the  son  of 
Shaphat,  which  poured  water  oh  the  hands  of  Elijah  /  **  My  mind  was 
much  interested  in  this  beautiful  dej^cription  of  the  young  prophet  and 
his  mission.  He  had  been  called  and  anointed  by  Elijali,  had  waited 
on  him,  and  received  a  doulde  [)orlion  of  his  spirit,  had  caught  the  fall- 
ing mantle  when  Elijah  ascended  up  to  heaven,  and  twcame  a  prophet 
in  his  room.  And  subsequently,  in  the  midst  of  my  bemoauing  of 
Israelis  loss  in  our  day,  I  was  instructed  by  a  recurrence  to  the  onier^ 
ing  of  Intinite  Wisdom  in  that  day,  when  the  condition  of  liis  people 
was  exceedingly  forlorn,  by  reason  of  a  forssiking  of  their  testimonies, 
yet  he  saw  meet  to  take  away  from  them  Itim  who  was  enlled  "^  the 
chariot  of  Israel,"  but  not  without  a  succession.     And  a  little  hope 
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revives,  that  there  will  be  fonnri  "  one  of  a  city,  and  two  of  a  family,** 
called  to  uphoM  fhe  ancient  testimomes  of  Israel,  who  will  at  least  have 
known  as  mwh  as  to  have  poured  water  upon  the  hati^iU  of  those  who 
have  eitcendedy  and  gone  before  them  I 

*      *      •       *      In  much  love,  I  renaain  thinej  &c, 

John  Wilbur. 


FROSl    THOMAS    B.    GOULD    TO   J.    W. 


Ne^TKJrt,  1st  of  3d  mo.,  1889. 

Long  ago — ^years  ago,  when  I  was  a  little  child,  I  reraember  how  I 
loved,  and  how  I  was  coneei'ned  to  endeavor  to  keep  near  those  who 
kept  near  the  Ixird,  and  how  earnestly  I  desired  then  to  be  able  to  f>ee, 
spiritually,  who  were  near  him  ;  and  I  remember  how  it  was  opened  to 
rae  then  that  it  was  neee^^^arj  for  me  to  keep  my  own  eyes — the  eye  of 
ray  mind— to  him,  and  upon  him,  and  **  in  him,"  not  only  for  my  own 
safe  eondilion  and  standing,  but  also  it  wa^  clearly  and  imuiediately 
Opened  to  my  view  that  even  those  who  had  attained  to  a  good  condi- 
tion— to  a  heavenly  and  honorable  condition,  might  lose  it  and  iall  from 
it ;  and  yet  this  migbt  be  the  case  when,  m  to  the  outward^  there  might 
be  little  changti  in  the  appearance ;  m  that  the  mind  must  be  kept  prin- 
cipally and  primarily  in  the  "  Heail/*  and  not  look  bo  men  or  follow 
men,  any  farther  than  they  followed  him  and  were  found  in  him.  I 
desire  to  s^peak  it  to  the  praise  of  that  grace,  everla.'Htiag  loving-kind- 
ness and  tender  mercy,  by  which  not  only  I  atu  what  I  am,  but  by 
which  alone  I  have  been  preserved  from  slill  clinging  to  and  following 
after  men  who,  having  once  been  favored  with  it,  and  nchiy  adojTied 
and  eminently  (lualified  by  it  tor  u.-^!! fulness,  and  tliereby  made  as  exam- 
pie*  to  the  dock,  have  turned  from  it  to  wantonness.  Itut  how  many 
there  are  who  practise  upon  the  false  principle,  "  once  in  grace  always 
in  grace,"  however  unwilling  they  may  be  to  own  it ;  so  ihat  if  a  man 
has  ODoe  had  a  name  to  live,  and  especially  if  hi»  reputation  has  been 
great  aiid  generally  acknowledged,  when  he  loses  his  life  and  becomes 
gpirituaily  dead,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  nothing  remaining  but  a 
lifeless  carcass,  and  even  this  unlike  that  of  the  pi^ophet  who  wa:^  shiin 
by  the  lion,  (for  his  cjircass  was  no(  eaten^  nor  the  Jiss  on  which  he  rode 
torn,)  he  must  i^tiil  be  honored  and  cheriahed,  as  if  he  were  a  Uving 
manl  ••••«•••* 

Farewell. 

T,  B.  Gould. 
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FKOM    L¥D1A   A-    BARCLAY    TO   J.    W. 


Reigate,  Surrey,  21at  of  3d  mo.,  1S30. 


WT   PEAR   AHD   YALUED    rKTEMT>, 


I  hope  I  am  not  iinsuiraljly  iiitrudlng  by  wniitig  before  my  ii^iml 
time*  but  1  thought  it  was  due  to  thy  deeply  exercised  mind  to  acknowl- 
edi^e  the  comfort  it  was  to  receive  ihy  very  kiml  and  acceptable  letter 
of  12tl»  momh  last,  and  though  it  contained  truly  sorrowful  tidings,  yet 
it  was  a  confirmation  to  see  that  w©  were  one  in  feeling  and  in  suffer* 
ing  re^peeiiiig  a  prominent  individual,  and  that  the  fears  aod  feelingr*  of 
a  little  band  of  suflTt-riag  ones  have  been  entirely  R^aHitcJ.  Oh!  the 
bright  accounts  that  1  htar  from  different  piirt-?,  speaking  of  the  hfe  and 
presence  of  the  MiisiiiT  attending  the  ministry  of  such  an  one,  and  from 
those  who  are  much  looked  up  to  by  some,  and  theretbi^e  it  U  more 
likely  that  even  ihe  chosen  ones  should  be  deceived!  But  I  have  been 
reminded  of  the  injunction,  "  When  they  shall  say,  See  here  !  or,  Lo  he 
is  there !  believe  it  not,  go  not  aiter  ihem,"  and  also,  "  see  that  ye  be 
not  tTOubkd,"  (at  what  we  sec  ami  hear,)  **  for  these  things  must  needa 
be,"  **in  your  patience  possess  ye  your  souls."  One  is  ready  to  thtnk 
that,  ere  long,  something  surely  will  occur  to  show  more  plainly  where 
sucli  ai*e,  and  how  they  are  departed  from  the  life  of  Tnjth,  for  all  the 
world  seems  gone  after  them,  and  the  doctrine  of  this  spirit  is  (as  J. 
Steel,  the  honest  ploughman  faraterly  said,  see  Pike  and  Oxley)  so 
smooth  that  none  can  pick  a  hole  in  it;  nevertheless  the  tendency  is  to 
scatter  from  the  life  I 

Some  of  my  few  and  mournful  correspondents  are  ready  to  say,  {in 
beholding  and  feeling  these  things,  as  well  a^  the  sad  torrent  of  liberty 
out  of  the  cross  that  sieems  to  overwhelm  us  here  and  to  sweep  all 
before  it,)  Alns !  there  is  no  hope  !  and  truly  in  low*  and  discouraging 
seasons,  which  are  not  few,  I  am  ready  to  join  in  their  mournful  fore- 
bodings. This  spirit  of  deception  has  lamentably  gone  forth  with  rapid 
stride,  the  above  individual  setting  the  example  in  chopping  round  from 
Beacon ism  to  what  is  called  and  passes  for  ancient  Quakerismj  (the  imi- 
tation is  so  exact,)  othei-s  of  different  degrees  of  powerful  influence 
have  followed,  the  bail  ha**  been  eagerly  swallowed,  the  golden  pill 
gone  down,  and  the  effects  have  seemed  so  goo<i  tliat  almost  all  are 
deceived  into  unity  with  it !  How  it  does  remind  me  of  dear  Sarah 
Grubb's  dream,  a  few  years  ago  !  She  dreamed  slie  weis  sitting  in  meet- 
ing, and  saw  something  very  excellent  and  beautiful  come  in  at  the 
door,  and  as  it  entered  it  was  immediately  so  admired  by  all  and  won- 
dered at  for  its  beauty,  that  all  made  way  for  it  and  caressed  it,  and  it 
went  right  up  into  the  mtaisters'  gallery,  and  crept  about  the  feet  and 
legs  of  the  Friends  there,  and  all  loved  it  and  mad«  way  for  it,  and  it 
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crept  up  hfgherand  higher  Rboiit  their  bodies,  till  at  last  it  squeezed  the 
very  hft!  out  of  them  !  Alas,  ihi^  is  too  true !  ♦  ♦  •  Oh,  my  dear 
friend,  ihe  luxury  that  Is  t'lept  in  amfjng^t  U!*  here  is  sad  indi-t-d  ;  the 
houses,  tahks,  carriages^  gardens  and  cbildren  of  our  ministers  and  elders 
arc  exampU'S  of  shaking  hands  with  the  worldly  spirit^  under  various 
pretences  and  other*,  of  course,  fcdlow  it;  so  that  there  is  very  little  true 
simplicity  left  amongst  us,  except  amongst  the  poor  or  country  Friend:* 
and  i?onie  weak  ones  like  myself,  that  must  bear  our  ^lingular  tei^timony 
against  that  which  we  were  in  the  beginning  brought  out  ofj  (surely 
George  Fox  would  have  no  unity  with  ua,  hut  would  cry,  Woe!  against 
U8;)  and  the  consequence  of  this  ij^  that  either  the  cross  (the  jiower  of 
God)  is  not  preached  amojigi?t  us,  or  else  it  is  not  it  cannot  l>o  truly 
preached  with  convincing  energy  ;  for  I  confess  it  seems  a  paradox  to  me, 
how  any  can  really  and  truly  preach  the  cross,  testify  against  the  worldly 
spirit,  or  exhort  to  faithlidness  in  any  degree,  whilst  their  own  conduct 
contradicts  what  they  prejich  !  and  yet  this  h  continually  the  ca^e,  to 
my  dismay  and  pain.  But  I  fear  I  siiall  make  ihee  sad  with  my 
lamenlulious !  Yet,  dear  friend,  there  is  a  little  iaitliful  remnant  with 
us  as  with  you,  as  it  were  "one  of  a  city  and  two  of  a  tribe,"  and  they 
are  a  comfort  one  to  another,  and  I  l>elieve  also  to  others  that  louk  on 
their  ways.  (Ezekiel,  xiv*  22.)  May  they  be  preserved  as  in  the  hol- 
low of  the  Almighty  hand,  whilst  this  sifting  ia  going  on,  for  surely  we 
roust  have  more  sifting  and  shaking  stilly  and  (as  John  says  in  one  of  his 
letters)  ^*raore  falling  away,  ihat  ihe  man  of  sin  may  be  revealed  und 
more  and  more  discovered,  and  that  Zion  miiy  be  redeemed  through 
judgment  and  saved  as  by  fire,  and  the  ovcrtiowing  scourge  must  pass 
through,  when  the  refuge  of  lies  is  swept  away,  and  the  sure  founihition 
established  and  manifested,  and  when  the  Lord  is  about  his  work,  his 
Btnmge  work." 

Thy  aflectionate  friend^ 

LvDtA  A.  Baticlay. 


rROM   TSOMAS   B.   GOULD. 

Newport,  3l8t  ofSth  mo,,  1880. 


MY  DEAR  PR1ZXD, 


I 


Sure  I  am,  that  nothing  which  is  of  the  right  stamp  can  contradict 
the  spirit  of  our  discipline*  a^  it  was  originally  framed.  (I  will  not 
Bpeak  ijf  mot:lern  tiroes.)  Still,  George  Fox  ami  other  worthies  never 
intended  lo  limit  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  fmm  putting  forth  his  own 
power,  and  magnifying  his  own  name,  in  such  a  way  as  pleased  him. 
They  only  intended  to  limit  and  keep  down,  by  the  discipline,  wrong 
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things  of  the  unauthorized  activity  of  the  creature  ;  and  thetf  lifuT  die 
true  ?;pirit  of  judgment,  and  could  discern  tlie  ^.tamp  of  Divine  authuriiy, 
when  it  appeared  in  iin  unusual  way — a  way  CMiilrary  to  tlie  deductions 
of  fsillen  mail,  with  all  hi:;  boasted  powers  of  reiisotit  oixler,  and  (he  rule 
of  decency  and  right  (so  called),  llow  would  the  prophet  Ii^iali  have 
fared  if  he  had  appealed  in  our  day  as  he  did  formerly,— a  si^i  to 
Egypt  and  Ethiopia?  Or  how  w^ould  Thomas  Aldara,  aud  a  host  of 
Other  worthies,  luive  fared  amongst  us  ? 

In  a  view  of  our  dead,  cold,  formal  state  and  condition,  I  was  led  to 
ihink  of  these  things.  We  seem  very  much  to  have  set  up  for  our- 
selves; and  to  he  under  no  obligation  to  wait  to  know  the  mind  of  Truth'^ 
And  I  freely  confess  it  would  he  no  surprise  to  mc^  if  the  Lord  of  the 
whole  earth  should  raise  up»  qualify  and  exercise  some  of  his  servants, 
who  are  not  in  an  outwardly  gathered  stale,  in  such  a  w^ay  aa  would 
make  both  (he  ears  of  them  that  heard  it,  tingle,  and  the  eyes  of  them 
that  saw  it,  to  fail  of  seeing  it  in  its  true  light  an<l  bearing.  The  whole 
course  of  his  Providence,  and  of  the  diripenjialion  both  of  his  mei'cy 
and  of  his  judgments  to  backsliders,  whether  we  look  at  the  people  of 
Ismei  after  the  flesh,  or  the  apostate  Christian  church,  (and  espe^^ially 
ttt  the  hi'eaking  forth  of  Truth  in  the  seventeenth  century,)  has  hitherto 
beea  attended  by  signs  and  wonders,  which  bidlled  all  the  wisdom  and 
prudence  of  the  natural  man,  and  which  such  could  neitlier  receive 
nor  believe,  although  it  was  declared  unto  them,  however  high  their 
profes:^ion  might  be !  And  in  consideration  of  the  fact,  that  no  peojde 
since  the  apostolic  times,  have  ever  approached  so  near  to  the  purity 
and  power  then  witnessed,  as  Friends,  and  also  of  our  degeneracy,  for- 
mality, carnality,  and  lukewarmaess,  at  present,  it  seems  as  if  the 
language  was  applicable  to  us  :  "  You  only  have  1  known,  (in  compari- 
son with  others,  and  in  respect  to  the  nearness  of  communion,  and  the 
opeimess  of  vL-^ion,)  therefore  ^ou  will  I  punish  for  all  your  iniquities !  ** 
And  if  one  woe  will  not  turn  us  back  to  Truth  there  will  he  another  and 
another, — even  overturn,  overturn,  overturn,  until  lie  comes  wdiose 
right  it  is  to  reign,  who  is  wonderful  in  working  and  almighty  in  power! 

We  were  glad  to  hear  of  thy  engagements,  both  epistolary  and  lu 
the  line  of  the  ministry  ;  and  of  the  latter  being  owned  by  Him  who 
still  putteth  forth  his  own,  and  goeth  before  them,  and  ble^seth  their 
labors,  even  causing  those  who  preach  the  gospel  of  his  grace,  to  live 
of  fhe  gospel ;  and  although  they  oftentimes  go  forth  weeping,  yel*  hear- 
ing ** precious  seed,"  they  will  doubtless  retura  again  rejoicing,  bringing 
their  sheaves  of  peace  with  them ;  as  I  doubt  not  has  been  the  case 
with  thee. 


I  am  thy  sure  friend, 

Thoius  B.  GotJi'D. 


VISITS   QUARTERLY  MEETINGS  IN  NEW  ENGLAND. 
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Having  felt  drawings  in  my  mind  for  several  years,  to  visit 
tnost,  or  all  the  Quarterly  Meetings  belonging  to  New  Eng- 
land Yearly  Meeting,  and  obtaining  a  certificate  from  our 
Monthly  Meeting  of  their  unity  with  the  concern,  I  left 
hame  on  the  29th  of  11th  mo*,  1830*  and  reaching  Newport 
next  day,  attended  their  two  meetings  on  the  day  following  j 
and  although  the  meeting  then  was  in  a  condition  which  made 
it  very  trying  for  me  to  ait  with  them,  yet  I  waa  favored  in 
mercy,  after  a  diatressing  night,  to  have  pretty  o[)eri  service  in 
botli.  On  second  day  I  attended  the  funeral  of  Sarah  Cong* 
doo,  (my  sister*! n-law^)  and  had  a  short,  awakening  testimony 
in  the  meeting  held  on  the  occasion. 

On  third  day  morning,  I  left  Rliode  Island  with  my  beloved 
friend,  Henry  Gould,  as  companion,  for  New  Bedford,  and 
lodged  at  our  friend  8eth  Davis's,  and  next  morning  got  to  the 
Select  Quarterly  Meeting  at  New  Bedford;  in  which  I  was 
silent.  The  day  following,  in  the  public  Quarterly  Meeting, 
way  was  made,  and  a  door  of  utterance  was  given,  to  speak 
of  the  greatness  and  goodness  of  God,  and  the  exalted  nature 
of  his  kingdom,  and  the  condition  of  being  stayed  on  him  and 
trusting  in  him.  In  this  meeting  strength  was  mercifully 
given  to  declare  the  Tnith  in  a  manner  truly  relieving  to  my 
tried  and  afflicted  mind ;  and  fr«e  access  to  the  feet  of  Divine 
mercy  was  granted  in  prayer,  to  the  praise  of  God^s  holy 
name.  On  sixth  day,  we  had  a  satisfactory  meeting  at  Long 
Plain,  and  returned  to  New  Bedford. 

On  seventh  day,  finding  no  opportunity  to  take  passage  to 
Nantucket,  whither  I  felt  myself  bound,  w^e  visited  several 
families  in  a  religious  way,  to  good  satisfaction,  and  some 
others  in  a  social  manner.  On  first  day  morning,  we  took 
passage  in  a  steam  vessel,  with  the  Friends  from  that  Lsland, 
where  we  safely  arrived  in  time  for  the  afternoon  meeting, 
which  proved  an  open  time ;  and  at  the  close,  a  meeting  was 
appointed  for  second  day  evening,  to  which  the  youth  were 
particularly  invited,  with  others  who  generally  attend.  This 
meeting  was  very  satisfactory  and  relieving,  strength  being 
given  to  make  a  renewed  call  to  a  faithful  support  of  our 
testimonies.  While  on  the  Island,  we  visited  a  number  of 
families,  such  as  were  sick  and  afflicted,  and  unable  to  attend 
meetings,  and  had  divers  opportunities  with  many  dear  Friends 
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at  our  lodgings ;  in  all  which  service  we  seemed  to  find  an 
open  door  in  testimony,  and  sometimes  in  solemn  snp[>lica- 
tion,  I  believe,  to  the  renewal  of  the  strength  of  many.  On 
fourth  day,  feeling  clear  of  the  Island,  we  left  it,  and  landed 
at  Falmouth,  where  next  day  we  had  a  favored  meeting,  and 
great  peace  ensued.  The  day  following,  went  to  Yarmouth, 
and  on  seventh  day,  had  a  good  meeting  there.  After  this  we 
went  to  Sandwich,  and  on  first  day,  attended  their  meeting, 
in  which  help  was  graciously  afforded  to  preach  the  gospel) 
in  some  degree  in  the  demonstration  of  the  Spirit,  and  with 
power.  Next  day  we  went  to  John  Davis's  to  dine,  and  then 
to  our  beloved  friends^  James  and  Sarah  Tucker's  to  lodge  ; 
and  the  day  following  to  Fall  River,  where  next  day,  the  18th 
of  12th  mo,,  and  fourth  of  the  week,  we  attended  their  mid- 
week meeting,  in  which  strength  was  mercifully  given  to  exalt 
the  name  of  the  Lord  over  all.  Here  my  companion,  Henry 
Gould,  left  me,  and  went  home ;  and  I  arrived  home  on  the 
21st  of  the  month,  and  found  all  well ;  and  sweet  peace  was 
my  reward. 

On  fourth  day,  the  8th  of  Ist  mo.,  1840,  I  set  out  on  my 
visit  to  Friends  in  the  Eastern  States,  and  went  by  public 
conveyance  to  Lynn,  where  I  arrived  on  sev^enth  day,  and  on 
first  day,  was  at  their  forehand  afternoon  meetings.  Not- 
withstanding Friends  are  here  in  a  mournful  state  of  dis- 
sension, which  made  it  appear  to  me  exceedingly  dilTicult  to 
speak  among  them  in  a  manner  to  divide  the  word  aright,  yet 
the  blessed  Shepherd  was  mercifully  pleased  to  go  before,  and 
to  guide  in  a  way  which  1  trust  none  could  gainsay  or  con- 
demn. On  third  day  I  attended  the  Select  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing at  Salem,  and  was  therein  led  to  invite  those  present  to 
gather  to  Christ,  our  Holy  Head,  that  his  presence  and  his 
word  might  be  our  stay  and  statf  in  this  day  of  trouble,  and 
that  our  souls  might  be  anchored  in  God.  On  fifth  day  at^ 
tended  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  and  large  and  weighty  service 
therein  fell  to  my  lot.  On  sixth  day,  I  went  to  West  Newbury, 
and  had  a  meeting  there  in  the  evening,  to  pretty  good  satis- 
faction, and  lodged  with  my  friendfS  Robert  and  Susan  Brown- 
Seventh  day,  these  friends  went  with  me  to  Amesbury,  where 
we  lodged  at  Philip  Jones's,  whose  wife,  with  her  Christian 
cheerfulneBS  and  hearty  kindness,  helped  me  to  take  courage 
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in  holding  up  ray  head  in  hope.  At  this  place  I  had  a  highly 
favored  meeting,  in  which  divers  Christian  doctrines  were 
opened  and  delivered  to  those  present^  in  a  degree  I  trust,  of  the 
right  authority ;  and  way  was  mercifully  made  to  the  house 
of  prayer.  In  the  afternoon^  I  had  a  trying  meeting  at  Sea- 
brook,  but  way  was  at  length  made  to  sound  an  alarm 
fttDongst  them* 

From  hence,  Edward  Gove  kindly  took  me  to  Dover,  where 
we  had  an  appointed  meeting,  to  my  great  relief.  Here  I 
lodged  at  ray  kind  relatives,  William  and  Hannah  Wilbur's; 
and  afterwards  went  to  Lower  Rochester,  and  had  a  meeting 
there  at  ten  next  morning,  which,  though  somewhat  open»  was 
not  very  satisfactory,  owing  1  believe,  to  great  mi  faith  fulness 
in  some.  The  same  afternoon,  I  attended  the  Select  Quarter- 
ly Meeting,  at  Upper  Rochester, — a  trying  seaaon  to  me. 
Next  day  I  attended  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  which  was  small^ 
on  account  of  a  great  snow.  But  in  this  meeting,  way  was 
early  made  to  preach  Christ,  the  Resurrection  and  the  Life, 
and  to  invite  Friends  to  first  principles — to  that  high  and  holy 
calling  to  which  our  predecessors  bore  testimony,  and  to  the 
way  in  which  they  walked.  Next  day  I  went  back  to  Dover, 
where  we  attended  a  marriage,  but  it  was  my  lot  to  be  silent. 
After  this  I  proceeded  to  North  Berwick,  where  a  prospect 
which  had  been  increasing  on  my  mind  for  some  days,  of 
visiting  the  families  of  F'riends  of  this  Monthly  Meeting, 
seemed  so  to  mature,  that  I  thought  it  best  to  call  a  meeting 
of  the  select  members,  in  order  to  open  my  prospect  to  them, 
for  their  advice  and  concurrence  therein  ;  which  met  their  ap- 
probation ;  and  after  a  good  meeting  on  first  day,  I  proceeded 
in  this  weighty  service,  having  for  company,  Joshua  Jenkins 
and  wife,  Joshua  Meader  and  John  D*  Lang,  though  not  all 
at  the  same  time.  In  the  course  of  the  week,  this  visit  was 
accomplished,  with  the  attendance  of  Oak  Woods  and  Elliot 
meetings,  all  to  good  satisfaction  as  to  the  discharge  of  duty. 

On  seventh  day,  the  1st  of  2d  mo.,  I  went  to  Westbrook, 
and  on  first  day,  attended  meeting  at  Falmouth  and  Fort- 
land ;  the  former,  through  close  searching  labor,  proved  a 
favored  meeting;  the  latter,  very  trying,  though  considerable 
labor  was  bestowed.  On  second  day  I  went  to  Gorham,  and 
next   day  had  a   meeting   there,  pretty  satisfactory ;   and  on 
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fourth  day,  attended  the  Select  Quarterly  Meeting  at  Wind- 
ham, which  was  a  comfortable  season  to  me.  Next  day 
was  the  Public  Quarterly  Meeting,  which  was  an  exercis- 
ing time  to  me,  and  silence  W2is  my  lot  When  the  Meeting 
for  Discipline  was  opened,  there  was  a  person  who  had  been 
disowned,  that  refused  to  leave  ;  on  which  account  the  meet- 
ing was  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  next  morning;  of  which  I 
was  glad,  because  it  seemed  so  unsettled  that  I  apprehend- 
ed I  should  not  be  able  to  throw  off  my  burden.  At  the 
adjournment  next  morning,  I  obtained  liberty  to  visit  the 
women's  meeting,  in  which  way  was  made  for  extensive  and 
fervent  labor ;  and  on  returning  into  the  men's  meetingj 
Truth  opened  my  mouth  in  its  own  demonstration,  and 
its  power  pievalled,  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  the  living,  and 
divers  Friends  expressed  their  thankfulness  for  the  favor  this 
day  extended  to  us.  After  meeting  I  went  to  Bnuiswick^ 
where,  on  first  day,  I  attended  their  meeting,  in  whicli  I  had 
extensive  service,  both  in  testimony  and  in  supplication.  This 
was  a  very  large  meeting,  and  the  power  of  Truth  overshad- 
owed it^  to  the  praise  of  the  Lord's  great  name,  to  whom  it 
belongs !  On  the  same  afternoon,  we  travelled  to  Litchfield, 
where  next  day  we  had  a  favored  meeting,  in  which  the  great 
doctrines  of  the  true  gospel  ministry,  and  the  baptism  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  were  largely  explained  in  the  authority  of  Truth. 
It  afterwards  ap[>eared  that  a  number  of  the  Baptists  and 
their  minister,  were  present*  The  same  afternoon  we  had  a 
meeting  at  Winthrop,  which  was  long  silent  and  painful,  in 
consequence,  as  I  believed,  of  a  careless,  lukewarm  state, 
prevalent  amongst  them. 

Next  day,  at  Hallowell,  we  had  a  good  meeting ;  and 
from  thence  I  went  to  Vassalboro,  and  the  day  following,  at- 
tended the  Select  Quarterly  Meeting  there,  where  a  little 
labor  rested  on  rae.  The  next  day,  I  attended  the  public 
Quarterly  Meeting,  and  much  arduous  service  felt  to  my  lot, 
both  in  testimony  and  supplication ;  and  Truth  prevailed. 
On  sixth  and  seventh  days,  the  14th  and  15th  of  2d  mo.j  I  had 
meetings  at  the  Outlet,  China  Neck,  South  China  and  China, 
of  which  the  last  was  silent  on  my  part,  and  that  at  the  Neck 
long  silent  and  laborious,  but  ended  pretty  well ; — the  other 
two  were  good  meetings.     On  first  day  we  had  an  open,  good 
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meeting  at  Albion,  as  also  the  next  day  at  their  Monthly 
Meeting,  at  Unity ; — both»  I  truat,  profitable  seasons.  Next 
morning  attended  China  Monthly  Meeting,  which  was,  to  me, 
a  deeply  instructive  timej  in  which  strength  and  wisdom  were 
mercifully  given,  and  prayer  and  praise  were  humbly  otiered 
to  Him,  who  did,  in  unbounded  mercy,  deign  to  preside  over 
this  gathering.  The  day  followring,  I  went  to  Vassalboro, 
and  attended  the  Monthly  Meeting  there,  in  which  the  subject 
of  the  New  Covenant  was  demonstrated,  and  its  nature  in  a 
twofold  sense,  explained  ;  Christ  without  us,  and  Christ  with- 
in us,  together  with  the  doctrine  latterly,  bo  much  insisted  on, 
of  justification  by  faith  in  the  paschal  sacrifice  alone,  without 
regard  to  obedience;  the  fallacy  of  which  doctrine  was  ex* 
posed.  After  this  meeting,  we  went  to  Sidney,  and  next  day 
attended  the  Monthly  Meeting  there,  in  which  the  necessityi 
as  well  as  excellency  of  gathering  to  the  Shiloh,  and  of  wait- 
ing upon  him,  was  pressingly  set  forth. 

Tlie  same  afternoon,  went  to  Litchfield,  and  next  day  at- 
tended Monthly  Meeting  there;  in  which  Christ, both  crucified 
mid  risen  again,  the  hope  of  glory,  was  preached  in  the  dem- 
onstration. The  next  day  we  travelled  to  Durham,  and 
attended  their  meeting  the  following  day ;  which  was  long 
silent,  I  believe  because  the  people  were  looking  unto  man 
rather  than  gathering  unto  Christ.  On  second  day,  went  to 
Falmouth,  and  next  day  to  Windham,  where  we  had  a  meeting 
the  same  afternoon^ — long  silent  and  exercising,  but  concluded 
pretty  well.  The  day  following  I  wrote  to  my  wife  and  chiU 
dren,  and  called  on  several  Friencb,  and  the  day  after,  went  to 
Limington,  where  next  day  was  held  Windham  Monthly 
Meeting ;  and  after  meeting,  went  to  Parsonsfield,  where,  on 
seventh  day  morning,  we  had  a  meeting  which  was  open  and 
much  favored;  and  in  the  afternoon,  travelled  about  thirty 
miles  to  North  Sandwich,  and  next  morning  liad  a  meeting 
there,  in  which  my  exercised  mind  got  some  relief.  In  the 
afternoon,  1  had  a  meeting  at  South  Sandwich,  (silent,)  and 
after  it  visited  a  sick  Friend  and  her  sister,  to  good  satisfac- 
tion ;  and  then  went  to  Ezra  Meader's  and  lodged. 

Next  day,  travelled  to  CJilmanton,  and  the  day  following, 
bad  a  meeting  in  the  forenoon  with  Friends,  and  in  the  after- 
noon at  the  Academy,  with  the  Theoiogical   Students  and 
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others ;  both  to  good  satisfaction.     On  fourth  day  I  went  to 

Pittsfield,  and  had  a  meeting  there  the  same  evening,  in  which 
much  counsel  was  administered.  From  thence,  the  next  day, 
went  to  Epping,  and  had  a  little  meeting  there  in  the  even- 
ing. Here  I  lodged  with  my  aged  friends,  Benjamin  and 
Abigail  Folsom ;  and  on  fourth  day  morning,  went  to  the 
railway,  near  Exeter,  N,  H,,  and  through  Boston  to  Provi- 
dence, and  lodged  with  my  children,  John  T.  and  Sarah 
Ken  yon,  near  Pawtucket,  and  the  day  following,  going  by 
railroad  to  Westerly,  lodged  there  with  my  children,  Ethan 
and  Anna  Foster,  and  next  day,  the  5th  of  3d  mo.,  1841, 
reached  home,  thankful  to  find  my  dear  wife  and  family 
well. 

I  had  travelled  in  this  winter  journey,  from  seven  to  eight 
hundred  miles,  was  preserved  in  good  bodily  health,  and 
also,  as  I  trust,  in  the  line  of  Divine  appointment;  and  en- 
abled, in  a  good  degree,  to  fulfil  the  service  allotted  me,  and 
to  return  with  the  reward  of  peace,  through  the  condescend- 
ing mercy  and  help  of  Him  who  had  called  for  this  service, 
and  without  which  it  could  not  have  been  performed  to  any 
profit  J  and  whether  it  has  been  to  any,  or  how  much,  I  leave 
to  him  who  saw  meet  that  this  labor  should  be  bestowed  upon 
his  people.  May  all  the  honor,  and  the  glory,  be  rendered 
unto  the  Lord  God  and  the  Lamb,  which  was,  and  is,  and  is 
to  come  I 

In  the  4th  mo.,  following,  I  went  with  a  certificate,  and  at- 
tended Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting,  to  a  good  degree  of 
satisfaction ;  after  which  I  attended  several  meetings  in  that 
city,  and  some  on  my  way  returning  in  Bucks  County. 

FROM   J.    W,    TO   THOMAS   B.   GOULD, 


flopkintoa^  4th  mo,,  7th,  1840. 

1  liave  but  once  put  my  pen  to  paper  to  any  of  my  ilear  friends  since 
retuniing  fi-um  my  eiistern  journey,  and  that  one  time  wa^  to  T.  and  E. 
Kobson,  To  them  1  lutve  written  pretty  fully  on  the  signs  of  the  times, 
and  thereby  obtained  much  relief.  I  beheve  them  not  to  have  inten- 
tionally departed  from  our  doctrines ;  but  so  long  as  they  eontiriue  to 
apologize  for  the  palpable  errors  of  their  countryman,  J.  .1,  Guiiiey,  or 
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U>  cherish  a  diBpositioD  to  find  fault  with  those  who  are  conscientiously 
making  a  stand  against  his  errors,  I  fear  they  will  be  in  great  danger. 
It  seems  that  his  upholders  and  supporters  have  naade  these  Frienda 
believe  that  they  are  perfectly  sound  in  our  uncient  doctrines,  and 
thereby  have  obtained  great  advantage  and  much  infiuenee  over  them. 
And  I  do  consider  this  professed  soundneisg  in  Quakerism,  both  in  the 
leader  and  in  hib  followers,  to  be  the  very  worst  feature  in  their  whole 
Bystem  ;  because  it  shows  a  great  waul  of  sincerity,  and  is  fraught  with 
guch  deception,  that  many  honest  raiiida  are  liable  to  he  influenced  and 
deluded  thereby*  I  apprehend  there  is  scarcely  an  iniquity  among 
tJiOiie  professing  the  Christian  name^  more  displeasing  in  the  Divine 
eight  than  that  of  hypocrisy,* — ttmn  that  of  men's  pretending  to  be 
what  they  are  not*  But  Grod  will  not  be  mocked ;  such  aa  men  sow, 
such  shall  they  reap.  And  peradventure  thia  heinous  trait  of  char- 
acter prevails  among  none  more  than  with  those  who  have  taken  and 
giTisp*  d  the  lead  and  dominion  over  the  professing  churches  of  the 
.Christian  name,  and  are  lording  it  over  the  heritage.  But  the  domi- 
nation of  such,  over  those  bodies  which  are  themselves  enveloped  in 
dead  formality,  does  not  seem  to  caJl  so  loudly  for  the  Divine  indigua- 
tion  and  judgment,  as  in  eases  wliere  the  Lord's  sincere  and  living  chil- 
dren are  groaning  under  the  weight  of  their  oppressive  hands.  But 
these  of  the  latter  description,  if  their  eyes  and  cries  are  singly  directed 
unto  him,  and  their  whole  trust  is  in  him,  and  they  are  also  endt?avor- 
ing  to  keep  the  word  of  his  patience,  will  not  fail  to  witness,  in  time,  his 
promise  of  deliverance  verified  to  them. 

*♦•♦♦♦  I  returned  my  eastern  certificate 
to  our  Monthly  Meeting,  and  produced  many  indorsements  thereon, 
which  appeared  satisfactory  to  Friends.  I  then  proposed  to  the  meet- 
ing a  prospect  which  was  fresh  with  me  whilst  yet  in  the  North,  of 
attending  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting,  and  the  meeting  freely  cer- 
tified their  unity  with  my  going,  I  expect,  to-morrow  week,  to  set  out 
on  my  journey  thither.         ♦         «        •         • 

With  much  love  to  all  your  family,  and  all  other  of  my  dear  friends 
on  that  island,  I  conclude,  and  remain,  in  great  nearness,  thine  as  ever, 

JOHK   WiLBUB. 


FR03I    LYDIA    A.    BARCLAY   TO   J,    W. 


MT  OEAR  rSUKD, 


Heigntfi,  Sarrey,  6th  mo.,  fib,  1640. 


I  hasten  to  acknowledge  thy  letter  of  2d  of  last  month,  (received  on 
the  SOth^)  which  I  felt  very  kind,  and  though  I  too  soon  came  to  the 
end  of  it  yet  it  was  very  acceptable ;  a  word  in  season,  for  had  thou 
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known  the  trials  and  exercises  I  hare  lately  had  to  pass  through,  thoii 
couldst  not  have  written  more  stren^heiiingly.  Ah  !  were  it  not  for  n 
cup  of  cold  water,  aa  It  were  from  time  to  time,  handed  in  mercy^  I 
fear  some  of  us  weak  oneB  would  he  very  near  faintinjSf ;  for  the  tribu- 
lations of  the  pre'^ent  day  are  many  and  *ore !  and  when  we»  s«ome  of 
us,  look  around,  upon  our  poor  Society,  and  hear  the  reproaches  of  the 
enemy  **as  with  a  sword  in  our  bones,"  we  are  ready  to  say  with  the 
Psahnist,  **  the  enemy  hath  smitten  my  life  down  to  the  ground*  he 
halli  persecuted  my  sou!,  he  hath  made  me  to  dwell  in  darkness  as  those 
that  have  hcen  long  dead ;  therefore  is  my  *ipirit  overwhelmed  within 
me,  my  heart  within  me  ia  desolate ! "  Yet  oh,  that  in  the  midst  of 
mourning  we  may  "  remember  the  days  of  old,"  (as  he  di(U)  meditate 
on  the  Lord's  wonderful  and  gracious  works,  even  on  the  miglttiness  of 
his  power,  and  tliereforc  stretch  forth  our  hands  unto  him,  **  thirsting 
for  him  as  a  thirsty  land,"  waiting  for  his  coum^el,  for  his  humbling,  for 
his  strengthening  unto  all  fatthfulnesa  and  patience,  to  the  very  end  I 
then,  surely,  will  he  caupo  us  to  know  the  way  wherein  we  should  walk. 
He  will  enable  us  to  do  and  suffer  his  holy  will,  and  lead  us  into  the 
land  of  wprightneBS  f  Oh  !  may  we  lean  increasingly  on  him,  without 
over  anxiety  ;  for  it  is  his  work^  and  he  will  take  care  of  his  own,  dear 
Church,  (were  not  the  wings  of  an  eagle  given  her  to  make  her  escape 
from  the  dmgon  into  the  wilderness  ?)  and  he  will  keep  her  true  cliil- 
dren  as  the  apple  of  his  eye  f  Oh,  the  precioiisnesg,  the  peaceful  quie- 
tude, the  powerfulness  of  that  slate  of  unity  with  the  Divine  will,  where 
the  true  worship,  the  true  amen^  reigns  over  all  trials  and  tribulations, 
so  that  nothing  is  a  eurprisaU  nothing  too  hard, — yet  the  language  of 
heavenly  love  is  breathed,  **  Gather  them  if  it  please  thee,  O,  most 
Mighty  I "  May  I  be  brought  more  and  more  into  this  state,  by  any 
means,  is  the  earnest  desire  of  my  soul !  Thy  last  letter  to  Rawlinson, 
and  this  to  me,  is  deeply  interesting  and  instructive  ;  how  encouraging 
to  hear  how  thou  wert  helped  over  thy  trials  through  evil  report !  How 
marvellously  are  the  faithful  enabled  to  confront  the  fierce  lions,  yea, 
out  of  weakness  are  made  strong,  and  given  to  labor  in  demonstration 
of  the  Spirit,  and  with  heavenly  power,  to  the  strengthening  the  hands 
of  their  dear  fellow-sufferers,  and  to  the  glory  and  praise  of  Him  to  whom, 
indeed,  it  alone  belongs,  and  be  it  aiscribed  by  the  whole  house  of  the 
spiritual  Israel  forever  1  How  wisely  you  seem  to  be  going  to  work,  and 
with  what  unanimity  I  You  are  a  more  free  and  independent  people ; 
we  are  so  shackled  by  rank  and  custom,  politeness  and  fear.  And  these 
great  folk^  jire  so  connected  by  marriage  with  the  principal  Friends  all 
over  our  little  island,  and  they  much  rule  our  Yearly  Meeting  I  Nay, 
I  think  1  may  say  to  thee,  (for,  no  doubt,  thou  felt  similarly  when  over 
herOt)  that  two  or  three  men  rule  the  highest  meetings  in  London,  as- 
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sisted  hy  two  or  three  women  I  and  our  dear,  country  Friends  cannot  see 
through  it,  (at  least,  many  of  them,)  but  tliink  all  tilings  are  well,  and 
they  sipeak  of  the  favored  meeting,  &c.,  &c,  Cheshire  and  Stalfordshire 
Quarterly  Meeting  sent  up  a  proposition  to  the  Yearly  Meetings  to  re- 
vise the  rules  respecting  the  revision  of  MSS.  by  the  Morning  Meeting  j 
it  was  put  into  the  hands  of  a  committee^  (of  whom  Rawlinson  was  one, 
and  spoke  closely  on  the  subject,  I  heard,)  there  it  was  handled  about, 
few  of  our  country  Friends  knowing  the  true  slate  of  the  Morning  Meet- 
ing, and  ^till  fewer  daring  to  speak  I  But  dear  George  Jones  did  speak 
manfuOy,  and  in  such  a  way  as  I  hope  may  stick  by  them,  and  do  some 
good ;  although  the  matter  ended  wiUiout  any  alteration  of  the  rules, 
ijust  as  one  might  expect  from  the  above  overbearing,)  but  country 
Friends  were  encouraged  to  attend  the  Alorning  Meeting  I  Oh,  my 
dear  friend,  the  worldly  wisdom  and  policy,  the  raanceuvring  and  con- 
trivance there  is  amongst  ua  in  these  that  ought  to  be  solemn  meetings 
of  weighty  ministers  and  elders,  and  other  exercised  Friends  1  But 
alas !  when  people  go  from  the  lowly  principle  of  Truth  in  their  own 
hearts,  can  we  marvel  at  any  deceit  or  underhand  doings  >♦♦«*♦ 
I  know  not  whether  Rawljn>Jon  lias  answered  thy  last  yet ;  but  thou, 
raisunderstixMi  what  he  aaid  about  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings.  They  are 
too  much  in  unity  with  J.  J.  G.  to  wiali  to  hear  anything  against  him. 
What  dost  thou  think  of  a  member  of  that  meeting  writing  a  tract  in 
favor  of  marrying  first-cousins,  and  getting  his  Monthly  Meeting,  (a 
weak  one,)  to  send  up  a  proposition  to  the  same  effect  lo  the  last  C^uar- 
terly  Meeting  at  London  I  It  seamed  the  genci-al  feeling  that  the  early 
part  of  our  Select  Yearly  Meeting  and  our  men's  and  women's  meet- 
ings were  favored ;  no  outbreakings,  the  evil  seemed  kept  down,  and 
we  had  more  quiet*  But,  I  have  been  ready  to  think,  whether  the 
enemy  does  not  hush  things  up  in  this  way,  in  order  to  carry  on  his 
own  wily  purposes  moi*e  hiddenly  and  surely.  The  answers  were 
very  low ;  especially,  I  thouglit^  the  select  ones ;  yet  the  summaiy 
was  drawn  up  fair,  as  if  all  was  right  with  us.  O,  I  felt  it  was  as  a 
lie  in  our  mouth!  In  the  second  week,  it  seemed  as  ti'  man's  wisdom 
and  activity  got  up  more,  and  the  conclusion  of  each  of  our  three  above 
meetings  was  trying,  no  quiet  pause,  but  breaking  up  all  in  a  hurry, 

after  several  trying  supplications,     •     *     *     *     It  ia  said and 

are  quite  come  hack  again  to  ancient  views  I     If  this  were  the 

case,  surely  a  public  confefision,  or  condemnation  of  their  outgoings 
would  be  the  first  token  of  amendment,  or,  at  any  rate,  to  keep  the 
mouth  in  the  dust  Ah!  it  is  merely  luniing  a  new  face  and  ap- 
pearance upward^  as  it  were,  when  the  root  ol*  the  matter  remains  the 
^ame  at  the  bottom !  This  is  what  on«  feels,  as  to  many  amongst  us, 
who  speak  words  of  ancient  doctrine ;  being  quite  turned  round  from 
22  • 
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what  thej  once  were !  Bwt  it  eeems  like  mere  empty  Found.  There 
wantii  a  more  thorough  hreiiking  to  pieces,  and  bringing  to  naught,  that 
old  things  may  be  done  awnj,  and  all  things  be  made  new;  for  it  will 
not  do  to  be  building  with  the  old  rubbish.  *  »  ♦  •  •  Jdy 
health  has  been  very  declining  ;  last  winter  I  wna  urged  by  my  frienda 
to  consult  a  noted  Dr.  in  Warwickshire  in  the  spring,  who  told  me  my 
lungs  are  diseased;  but  he  hoped,  by  care,  I  might  be  spared  awhile 
longer.  His  remedies  were  blessed  to  me,  but,  my  dear  friend,  I  am 
not  sanguine,  nor  yet  anxious,  believing  my  times  arc  in  good  bauds ; 
only  desiring  to  be  made  ready  through  redeeming  love  and  mercy  for 
the  awful  summons  whenever  sent  1  I  have,  indeed,  a  sweet  and  peace- 
ful outward  home  in  this  retired  and  beautiful  comer ;  yet  I  do  trust  the 
better,  even  the  heavenly  home,  is  not  out  of  mind,  where  I  often  long 
lo  be,  if  8o  I  might  be  permitted  ;  and  eurely  what  unutterable  grace  it 
would  be  !  eternity  would  be  too  short  to  sing  ilia  praise  j  ♦  ♦  •  * 
I  am  inclined  to  tell  such  of  thy  dear  family  as  are  mothers,  that  Mary 
Tanner,  (a  minister  of  Sidcot,  where  we  have  a  public  school,  and 
whose  eldest  son,  quite  young,  is  also  a  ministerT)  was  engaged  in  a 
sweet  and  instructive  way,  during  our  Yearly  Bleeting,  to  the  mothers 
amongst  U9,  advising  them  against  a  supertluous  and  ornamental  educa- 
tion of  their  daughters,  and  alludijig  to  the  great  deal  of  fancy  needle- 
work now  taught  and  allowed.  She  said  she  had  often  viewed  these  things 
a&  like  taking  a  deal  of  pains  in  ornamenting  a  flower-garden,  whilst  the 
culture  of  the  lowly,  weighty  grain  of  the  fields,  from  which  a  satisfactory 
and  enriching  harvest  might  be  expected,  wa-*  neglected  !  I  thought  tliere 
waa  much  in  it ;  for  alas!  there  are  many  things  now  allowed  aud  used 
amongst  our  dear  young  people,  which  are  very  inconsistent  with  the 
simplicity  of  the  Truth,  and  in  unison  with  the  worldly  spirit,  which  we 
ought  lo  testify  against     ♦        *         ♦         • 

With  dear  love,  I  remaiD  thy  nearly  united  friend, 

Ll'DIA  A.  BARCL4T. 


FEOM  J,  W.  TO  THOMAS  B.  aOULD. 


Hopkinton,  11th  mo.,  10th,  1640. 

ItT  DEAR  wmVSW  TflOUAa   Q.   OOULD, 

♦  ♦  ♦  *  I  Still  feel  the  many  obligations  which  I  am  under  to 
thee  and  other  sympathizing  Friends  on  your  ialand ;  and  those  feelings, 
1  trusty  are  full  of  gratitude,  and  accompanied  with  a  desire,  if  not  a 
prayer,  that  the  blessing  of  Heaven  may  continue  lo  rest  upon  you, 
through  your  continited  faithfulness  to  the  best  of  all  causes,  and  dwell- 
ing near  to  him  and  with  him  who  can  command  the  winds  and  the  seas 
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to  be  still  and  thej  will  obej  bim  ;  and  to  them  that  keep  the  word  of 
his  patience,  his  covenant  and  his  fuithfolnuss  are  everksiing  anil  un- 
changeahle.  With  what  confidence  then  may  wc  trust  in  hira,  and 
continually  call  upon  him  in  hope,  in  that  hope  whieh  heareth  up  ihe 
plaintive  mind,  and  rescues  it  Tram  despair]  And  trulyj  my  dear 
friend,  we  can  botli  say  that  it  has  been  through  thia  trust  and  thi^  hope 
in  the  Lord's  [Kiwer  alone,  that  we  have  been  preserved  from  falling  a 
prey  to  the  jaws  of  the  devourer.  May  we  then  give  thanks  for  i\w.  mer- 
cies wliich  wc  have  already  received^  and  take  courage  in  those  which 
still  await  us,  if  we  will  fight  under  his  banner,  and  keep  our  eyes  in- 
tently u|>on  the  ensign  of  his  command,  under  which  no  weapon  that  is 
formed  against  us  shall  ever  prosper.  And  I  feel  it  right  to  acknowledge 
to  thee  that  I  have  recently  been  a  witness  of  the  interposition  of  his 
providence  and  of  his  power,  in  covering  the  head  of  a  feeble  and 
sometimes  almost  despairing  soldier  in  his  army,  and  causing  the  arrows 
of  the  archers  to  full  harmless  at  his  feet;  may  his  name  be  praised! 
The  committee  *  have  not  been  wanting,  heretofore,  in  apparent  endeav- 
ors to  provoke  and  to  aggravate,  in  order,  as  I  believe,  to  obtain  from 
me  some  unguarded  Hct  or  expression,  of  which  they  might  take  an  ad- 
vanlage.  And  now,  at  the  Select  Quarter,  in  order  for  a  still  greater 
effort  to  reproach  me»  iK  Mender  requested  their  ap|K)tatment  to  be  read, 
when  R,  Greene  reported  that  they  had  endeavored  to  attend  to  their 
appohitment,  as  way  had  opened  for  it,  but  that  their  labors  had  not 
as  yet  been  attended  with  much  success,  and  elicited  the  encouragement 
of  the  meeting  for  further  service*  *  •  *  *  a  record  of  their 
report  was  raa<le,  and  of  the  encouragement  to  proceed.  But  the  com- 
mandment of  tlie  King  was  to  answer  them  not»  and  so  the  thing 
passed  over.  But  when  I  took  these  men  and  their  abettors  by  the 
hand,  at  the  close  of  the  meeting,  and  looked  tliem  full  in  the  tace, 
their  countenances  fell.  However,  they  cited  mo  to  meet  tiiera  at  3 
o'clock  that  afternoon,  which  1  declined  to  do^  perceiving  them  to  be 
mach  excited^  and  I  thought  best  to  give  them  a  little  lime  to  cool,  and 
proposed  the  following  afternoon  or  evening.  ♦  ♦  *  •  jj^j^  j 
feel  entirely  resigned  to  the  controlling  hand  of  Him  who  can  permit  or 
overrule  all  events,  as  in  wisdom  may  answer  best  his  righteous  pur- 
poses. *  ♦  •  ♦  1  am  more  and  more  assured  that  deliverance 
will  be  one  day  wrought  for  us,  if  we  are  wise  and  bold  in  the  cause. 


Farewell, 


Joror  WiLBXTR* 


^  A  eommitlee  ofRtiodc  Isl&ncl  Select  Qumrtvrly  Meetings  for  a  purticator  account  of 
which  iee  .T.  W;'&  Narrative  ajid  Expositioti,  page  86,  aa  well  aa  ft  iyiiopiia  of  the  same 
In  the  present  volaine,  [mge  377. 


I 
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FROM   J.    W.   TO   A    CONCERNED    YOUNG    FRIEND, 


^•s^  HopkiDtoD,  eth  mo.,  2d,  1840. 

^M|K.SCT  DIEJIR  FRIESD  M , 

I  have  thought  much  of  thee  of  late,  in  the  fresh  feelings,  too*  of  thai 
love  which  knoweth  no  bounds,  but  goeth  heyond  sea  imd  land,  wherever 
those  may  he  found  who  are  pre|>iired  to  receive  and  to  reciproctUe  its 
fresh  and  living  spririgg,  througliout  the  whole  family  and  heritage  of 
the  Lord's  faithful  ehildren  ;  and  I  bcheve,  my  dear  young  friend,  that 
it  is  tlij  chiefest  concern  so  to  U7e<,  and  80  to  walk^  us  that  he  would 
deign  to  number  thee  among  his  chosen  followers.  Well^  ray  dear*  if 
thou  wilt  patiently  endure  all  things  for  His  sake  who  has  touched 
and  ravished  thy  heart  with  hia  heavenly  love,  he  will  not  only 
Dumber  thee  among  those  whom  he  delighteth  to  honor,  hut  he  will 
make  thee  his  by  adoption,  and  prepare  and  ftanctify  thy  heart,  and 
make  it  moi-e  and  more  a  fit  receptacle  for  the  abounding:*  of  his  love 
and  good  presence.  And  if  lliou  continuest  to  delight  to  live  near 
and  to  dwell  with  him  there,  as  well  in  the  depths  as  in  the  heighta, 
as  well  in  his  judgments  as  in  his  praise^  as  well  in  trihuhitiou  and 
peril  as  in  a  joyful  deliverance  from  them,  then  will  he  increase 
thy  experience  and  enlarge  thy  understanding  in  him,  and  in  hia 
wisdom  and  power,  as  well  as  in  his  unspeakable  grace  and  tender 
mercy ;  then  will  the  seasons  of  living  sacrifice  often  return,  and  an 
altar  of  praise  will  he  dedicated  to  him  in  thy  grateful  heart,  and  a 
broken  heart  and  a  contrite  spirit  will  be  more  frequent  than  the  re- 
turning morning  and  the  succeeding  evening,  offered  thereon  to  hm 
great  and  excellent  name — even  to  him  who  is  fearful  in  praises, 
glorious  in  holiness^  doing  wonders.  And  in  this  condition  if  thine 
eye  is  gathered  from  all  that  was  created,  tind  turned  singly  to  him, 
thy  whole  taheraacle  will  he  full  of  light,  even  the  light  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  J  whose  countenance  is  as  the  sun  shining  in  his  strength  ; 
and  in  the  radiance  of  this  light,  ali  things  wliich  are  to  be  known  of 
God,  as  said  the  apostle^  will  be  manifested  in  man,  and  will  direct 
thee  in  the  way  of  holiness  and  of  appointed  duty ;  yea,  a  single  ray 
of  this  Divine  hght  is  a  sure  guide  to  those  whose  eyes  are  singly 
directed  to  it  And  matter  of  great  rejoicing  it  is  that  he  who  died 
for  usJ,  and  for  our  reconciliation  to  God  while  we  were  yet  sinners, 
giveth  his  own  Divine  life  to  us,  to  animate,  to  quicken  and  to  make 
us  alive  unto  God;  yea,  how  true  the  saying,  that  *'in  him  was  life 
and  that  lite  was  the  light  of  men."  And  inasmuch  as  that  Ufe  which 
was  In  him  was  fraught  with  power^  even  so  to  whomsoever  he  giveth 
that  life  he  giveth  power  to  become  the  children  of  God,  and  the  ability 
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to  do  whatsoever  he  commands  them.  And  I  feel  it  like  a  charge  to 
ihee,  Jem*  child,  at  thb  thna,  thul  in  the  openings  of  this  Hght,  and  by 
tlie  pointings  of  t!iis  spirit,  and  in  the  strength  that  he  jrivolh,  whatso- 
ever In*  biddeth  ihee  to  do,  that  do,  however  Hulc,  and  low,  and  igno- 
rant tliou  may  feet  thyself,  for  then  thy  strength  will  not  be  in  thyself, 
but  in  him,  and  if  on  Idra  thou  humbly  wait,  and  in  him  alone  thou 
put  thy  trtiiit,  he  will  be  l»oth  wisdom  and  strength,  he  will  b*>  mouth 
and  wis^lom,  tongue  and  utterance,  yea,  he  will  make  hard  things 
ea*y,  and  bitter  things  sweet.  And  it  will  he  given  lliee  to  see  that  "it 
is  not  in  him  that  walketh  to  direct  his  ^tepsi,'*  in  divine  things  ;  nay, 
it  is  not  in  the  wisest,  nor  most  learned  in  man^s  wisdom^  to  direct 
their  steps  aright  in  that  way  that  leads  to  holiness,  the  end  whereof 
is  everlasting  life.  I  know  it  is  thy  delight  to  turn  thy  mind  inward 
and  to  wait  ujjon  the  Lord,  and  I  do,  my  dear  child,  heartily  com- 
mend thee,  for  thy  love  of  tlits  profitable,  and  I  may  say  this  heavenly 
exercise,  for  here  in  this  inward  eourt  the  whole  soul  is  poured  out 
in  continual  prayer  or  praise,  as  its  condition  may  be,  and  lie  who 
plainly  sees  and  hears  all  tlie  silent  language  of  the  inner  man,  will 
regard  it. 

The  tendency  of  thinga  in  our  Society  seems  now  to  be  outwai"d,  too 
much  outward  in  many  places,  and  a  dispoi^ition  to  avoid  that  flesh- 
paining  exerciije  of  the  cross  of  Christ,  is  sorrowfully  apparent,  the 
endurance  wliereof  was  seen  both  by  the  primitive  Christians,  and  by 
oor  forefathers,  as  indispensable  to  the  mortifying  of  the  deeds  of  the 
body,  so  essential  to  regeneration  and  consequently  to  salvation,  inso- 
much that  true  discipleship  ciuinot  be  known  and  experienced  without 
it,  as  demonstrated  by  our  Lord  himself— "  except  a  man  deny  himself 
and  take  up  his  cross  daily  he  cannot  be  my  disciple  '* — the  way  and 
the  only  way  of  coming  to  him  the  Fountain  of  living  waters,  whereby 
the  inner  man  can  be  sustained,  refreshed,  and  kept  alive.  Great 
effort  lias  been  made  and  is  making,  great  skill  and  ingenuity  is 
brought  into  requisition  by  the  wise  and  the  learned  to  devise  an 
easier  way  to  Paradise,  to  liew  out,  to  frame,  and  to  build  a  cistern, 
or  system  of  man's  wistlom/that  will  be  a  likeness  or  substitute  for  the 
living  fountain ;  but  idas,  for  such  builders^  their  language  is  and  will 
remain  to  he  confounded,  and  they  themselves  will  he  scattered  abi*oad 
to  the  unsettled  opinions  of  those  who  believe  not  in  the  light  and  life 
and  presence  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  as  their  living  iustructor  and  director 
to  the  one  etermil  and  saving  power  and  principle  of  Clirislian  redemp- 
tion,  both  by  the  way  of  the  cross  outwardly  for  the  remission  of  siaa 
that  are  past,  and  by  the  power  of  the  cross  inwardly,  **  the  wisdtim  of 
God  and  the  power  of  God  "  to  the  sanctifying  of  the  will  of  the  tlesh. 
\  ■  la  tlie  records  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  is  to  be  found  abundance  of 
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material  for  building,  and  it  is  ever  lamentable  to  see  bow  ready  the 
wise  of  this  world,  and  tlie  learned  in  tlie  scliools  of  men  are  to  lay 
bold  of  these  oiateriaU  with  unhallowed  handj*,  and  to  raise  up  migbty 
stmclures,  beaatiful  and  pleafling  to  the  unsanctified  vision  of  man,  and 
to  cjdl  it  the  temple  of  the  Lord ;  but  the  Lord  doea  not  own  it,  for 
"  except  the  Lord  build  the  city,  he  laboreth  in  vain  tbat  buildeth  it," 
How  lamentable  tbat  men  of  tbi*  description  should  have  unfurled  their 
ensiigna  within  the  pale  of  this  Society,  and  bow  far  more  so  that  they 
ghould  become  influential  and  popular  I 

I  have  no  doubt^  my  dear  child  that  ray  having  omitted  so  long  (or 
rather  been  withheld)  from  writing,  has  been  a  trial  to  thy  patience, 
but  in  wisdom,  pcrhap*^  designed  to  be  profitable,  and  I  do  desire  that 
every  trial  permitted  to  reach  thee,  may  be  sanctified  for  good*  and 
prove  a  furtherance  to  every  good  woi-d  and  work,  and  perhaps  for  the 
greater  joy  wben  he,  the  Good  Shepherd,  shall  come  again  to  speak 
peace  and  comfort  to  tlie  weary  soul,  for  such  is  the  experience  of  thy 
unworthy  correspondent;  the  greater  the  trials,  and  the  deeper  the 
provings  which  have  been  permitted  to  assail  him,  if  patiently  endured, 
such  have  been  the  liarbingers  of  the  greater  joy  and  peace.  Finally, 
my  dear  friend,  I  must  with  love  unfeigned  bid  thee  farewell,  with  a 
desire  to  hear  from  tbee  when  thou  feels  like  writing. 

I  am  affectionately  thy  friend, 

JOBN    WlLBUK. 


TO   THIS   BAMM, 


Hopkinton,  Sth  of  lid  mo,  1841. 


MT  SBAB  FRIEHD  M , 

Time  rolls  on  so  rapidly,  and  my  engagements  and  correspondenta 
are  so  numerous,  that  I  am  almost  afraid  some  of  my  dear  iriendi*  will 
tax  me  with  forgetful uess  and  neglect ;  but  I  desire  they  may  make 
allowance  for  the  length  of  time  that  intervenes  after  the  receipt  of 
their  letters,  until  the  answer  arrives ;  for  truly  my  time  is  not  idly 
passed  away.  Some  of  my  precious*  corres^pon dents  have  to  wait  tor 
an  answer  from  three  to  six  months^  and  even  some  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  a  year.  But  on  reading  thy  letter  again  titis  morning,  it 
seemed  right  lor  me  now  to  set  apart  a  few  moments  to  tell  thee  how 
acceptable  it  was,  and  remains  to  be,  (for  I  have  read  it  divers  times,) 
BO  full  was  it  of  what  was,  and  remains  to  be,  the  true  characteristic 
of  discipleship,  of  Christianity,  even  the  love  of  God  which  is  in 
Christ  Jesus,  coupled  with  meekness  and  humiliiy*     These,  my  dear 

M ,  are  treasures  of  great  value  in  the  j?ight  of  Grod^  and  lor 

the   reason    that   they   are   derived    from    him,  and   come  from  that 
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cme  Fountain  of  everlasting  goodness,  and  are  among  the  best  of  his 
gifts. 

Oh  !  how  many  are  the  heavenly  gifts  which  he  mercifolly  hestows 
upon  the  faithful  t  Some  indeed^  he  bestows  upon  the  disobedient,  but 
the  increase  thereof  is  in  due  proportion  to  the  faithfulness  and  fidelity 
of  the  receiver.  How  nmch  encouragement  then,  my  dear,  for  failh- 
fulnes?,  for  obedience,  for  trusting  in  him,  for  a  willingness  to  sutFer 
with  hira,  and  to  enchire  for  his  great  name's  sake,  and  for  hig  testi- 
monies' sake,  all  the  reproaches  that  man  may  be  permitted  to  heap 
upon  u.s  and  to  bear  them  patiently. 

How  good  it  i:*  indeed,  under  the  keenest  and  most  aggravated  sufler- 
iiigs,  to  realize  the  injunction  of  Him  who  suflereil  for  us,  viz;  *' In 
patience  possess  ye  jour  souR"  For  it  is  in  and  througli  this  abiding 
and  increasing  patience  tliat  we  can  possess  and  enjoy  our  souls,  and 
be  enabled  to  profit  by  our  sufF<'nrtgs  and  afflictions.  Thus  it  is  then, 
in  this  day  of  trial  and  conflict,  wherever  men*s  souls  arc  iried,  that 
I  greatly  desire  to  be  enabled  to  keep  the  word  of  God's  patience,  his 
everlasting  patience,  so  that  the  annexed  promise  may  be  witnessed, 
**  I  will  keep  tbee  in  the  hour  of  temptation." 

Oil,  then !  pray  for  us  here,  my  dear  child,  that  those  who  have  hith- 
erto been  mercifully  preserved  through  the  fulfilment  of  thi*  blessed 
promise,  may  be  kept  hent^eforth  from  denying  his  name,  either  in  the 
thing*  which  they  do^  or  in  the  things  which  they  allow  j  that  they  may 
be  ftiniislied  with  wisdom  to  guide  them  aright,  either  in  the  doing,  or 
not  doing,  and  strength  from  the  inexhaustible  fauntuin  of  atrength,  to 
do  tluit  which  is  called  for  at  their  hanfLf,  to  his  honor  and  to  his  praise, 
and  to  the  upholding  of  his  testimonies  and  hid  staiittes^  even  those 
testimonies  which  were  so  precious  in  the  sight  of  God,  imd  the  raising 
of  them  up  in  the  world,  a  matter  of  such  vast  importance,  that  lie  even 
deigned  to  give  the  lives  of  many  who  were  near  and  dear  to  him  as 
the  apple  of  his  eye,  in  purchase  of  them.  Who  then  will  venture,  in 
frujitration  of  his  ble^^sed  pur|>ose,  to  sacrifice  even  the  lea^t  of  these 
dear-bought  testimonies  of  his  upon  the  altai*s  of  men  ?  I  believe  the 
true  doctrines  and  testimonies  of  our  Society  are  subjects  of  the  greatest 
hatred  with  the  wicked  one  of  anything  that  exists  in  this  world  ;  and 
therefore  it  would  seem  that  all  the  arts  of  deceivablcness  and  insidi- 
ousness  in  his  power  are  brought  into  requisition  in  these  our  days,  for 
the  pervei-sion  and  destruction  of  them  ;  and  among  bis  intrigues^  that  of 
casting  opprobrium  and  reproach  upon  iboac  who  stand  laiththl  to  these 
doctrines  and  testimonies,  is  not  the  leasL  And  it  seems  here  in  Rhode 
Island,  as  it  was  a  few  years  ago  in  New  York,  in  those  places  where 
lb«  sup[>orters  of  Elias  Hick?  were  the  most  numerous,  they  cast  u[>on 
those  who  withstood  his  views  the  atigma  of  *' disaflected,"  or  "  the  dis- 
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affecteJ  party"  an^l  "opposers  of  good  order,"  nnd  **  intruders  upon  the 
harmony  of  Society  ;"  and  all  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  thr^ir  influence, 
ftnd  the  good  which  they  might  otherwise  do  in  the  Bustaining  ot'  our 
primitive  doctrines  and  testimonies.  Well,  my  dear  friend,  such  has  been 
the  lot  of  the  faithful  in  different  age^s  of  the  world  ;  the  most  faithful  to 
God'^s  testimonies  have  been  '*  numbered  with  the  transgressors,"  and 
therefore  we  have  no  reason  to  marvel  that  sueh  remains  to  be  their 
lot  in  tills  *lay*  wherein  there  seems  to  be  little  ur  no  hesitation  with 
maoy  in  upholding  thoj^e  who  are  liji^luly  esteeming,  if  not  perverting,  the 
doctrines  of  Troth  as  ever  held  saered  by  our  Society. 

Thou  eeems  desirous  of  knowing  whether  the  Jifflictiona  that  have 
befallen  me  have  not  been  injuriou:*  to  my  iiealth  ;  a  ihought fulness 
fraught  with  great  kindne^id.  In  an.^wer  to  which  T  can  tell  thee,  that 
^though  I  was  considenibly  indisposed  for  most  of  last  month  with  the 
epidemic  which  has  gone  through  this  country  very  much^  of  an  affec- 
tion of  the  chest  and  lungs,  commonly  called  a  cold»  yet  I  bi?lieve  it 
was  not  the  effect  of  the  affliction?^  that  have  befallen  me  in  relation  to 
the  prescrvalioa  of  our  inestimable  principlei*.  It  is  tnie  that  on 
account  oi'  the  jeopai-dy  that  seems  to  await  them^  together  with  the 
efforts  that  are  in  operation  to  drive  me  from  that  jjost  and  station 
which  I  trust  the  Cat»tain  of  our  salvation  has  as?iigned  me,  that  many 
deep  saffering-s  from  the  arrows  of  the  areherd  which  have  Iw-'en  aimt-d 
at  me,  and  sometimes  pierced  and  caused  great  pjiin  for  a  seiVion,  have 
fallep  to  my  lot.  But  blessed  be  the  name  of  ilim  who  waji  pierced 
before  me,  and  for  me,  that  1  might  live,  he  has  been  my  phy?iicim\  j 
his  coming  and  returning  (ircsence  has  been  a  balm  to  my  woutidcd 
aool ;  and  when  he  ha§  bid  me  live,  his  word  has  been  a  word  of  life 
and  power  to  me;  and  behold  I  yet  live^  yet  not  I,  for  whatsoever  I 
have  of  that  which  makes  me  Hve,  in  only  and  altogether  from  him  ;  and 
for  the  continuance  of  which  I  feel  myself  bound  under  the  sli-ongest 
obligation  to  trust  in  him,  to  serve  him,  and  obey  hira^  and  to  render 
unto  him  the  praise  of  hitherto  keeping  me,  ina.^much  as  I  am  sure 
without  the  encompassing  of  his  power  1  shall  never  be  able  to  endure, 
OT  ward  off  the  fiery  darta  of  tiie  wicked  one.  Nor  is  it  in  him  that 
walketh  to  direct  his  steps.  Then  how  needful  that  we  should  live 
near  to  the  Lord,  and  wait  on  him  for  direction,  and  call  mightily  on  him 
for  preservation,  as  well  aa  to  He  very  low  before  him,  in  gre^t  meek- 
nesM  and  humility ;  for  then  he  will  teach  us  of  his  ways  and  guide  ua 
in  the  midst  of  the  paths  of  true  judgment.  Oh  !  for  this  true  judg- 
ment I  Oh !  for  the  right  discrirnination  !  How  gre4illy  wanting 
amongi4t  us  in  this  our  day !  Und  all  tor  waal  of  true  humility,  and 
getting  down  to  the  pure  witness  for  God  in  the  heart. 

Ever  since  our  first  acquaintance,  and  during  my  larriftuce  at  thy 
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fatLer'.4  hoiipe,  I  hav**  Mt  a  deep  inlcrtst  in  ihy  8ucce<sa  in  the  jcmmey 
heavenvvan.1 ;  on  whieb  I  wa^  tben,  and  am  now,  sure  that  thou  hast 
set  oui,  and  wa^t  endoavoring  lo  advanci*  therein,  and  to  make  straight 
stepii  with  thy  feet  thitherward.  During  our  stay  at  thy  uncle's  tliat 
inten?3t  and  living  desire  for  thy  preservation,  progress,  and  growth 
in  tlie  ever  bles^sed  Truth  continued  and  incre^ised  ;  and  my  prayers 
at  the  present  time  are  for  thy  enbirgetnent  in  that  soul-sustaining,  in- 
wardly revealed  knowledge  of  Goit,  attained  only  through  Hioi  who  \B 
tlie  messenger  of  all  that  is  lovel)',  all  that  is  holy,  of  all  that  give*  con- 
solatiuu,  of  all  that  gives  wi:jdom  and  power,  and  of  all  that  su.^tiiins 
the  inner  man.  These,  my  dear  ehild,  are  mercifully  given  to  those 
who  seek  for  wisdom  at  the  liand  of  God  in  their  own  hearts;,  m  such 
mciU'^ure  as  is  suited  to  their  condition  and  experience ;  and  it  is  only  in 
proportion  to  our  fiiith,  and  the  obedience  of  it,  that  an  unders^tanding 
of  divine  things  is  vouchsafed.  Inasmuch  then  as  it  was  through  suffer- 
ing that  our  dear  Kedeemer  wraught  s;ilvalion  for  uh  both  without  us  and 
ttvV/it'w  U8,  whereby  his  mission  was  made  perfect,  even  so  it  is  tli rough 
the  fellowship  of  hh  suflfenngs  wrought  in  us,  that  a  preparation  of  heart 
for  tfie  enlargement  of  the  knowledge  of  divine  things  is  made  iieifect ; 
not  merely  by  his  sufferings  being  imputed  to  u:*,  as  suffering  for  our 
fiiake,  but  also  by  the  endimmce  of  deep  sufferings  in  ourselves  tor  his 
Bake,  wherein  only  tlie  iellowAhip  of  his  sufleriiigs  ia  known  in  these 
earthly  tabernacles.  Now,  therefore,  we  have  no  occasion  lo  fear  the 
want  of  knowing  the  divine  mind  and  will  concerning  us ;  if  we  pa» 
ticntly  and  faithfully  abide  the  nece-jsary  baptisms  in  preparation  for  it, 
wc  shall  be  sure  to  receive  the  necessary  instructions,  even  ail  that  we 
are  prepared  to  profit  by.  Otn*  way  will  at  times  be  made  pkin  before 
us,  as  we  wait  for  him  and  wait  upon  him. 

I  remain  in  the  salutation  of  gospel  love, 

thy  very  affectionate  friend, 

John  Wilbur, 
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CHAPTER  Y. 

ACCOllCT  OF  HIS  SrFFKKlXGS,  FROM  THE  TEAR  1S40  TO  1844,  FOR  HIS 
ISSTUIOXY  AGAIXST  UXSOIXD  DOCTRINES. 

[Tbb  foUowiog  narrative  of  events,  forming  a  most  impoor- 
tant  poTtk>n  of  the  travails  and  exercises,  and  deep  so  fieri  ngs 
of  John  Wilbur  for  the  cause  and  testimony  of  Troth,  is  ab- 
stracted from  his  published  ^  Narrative  and  Exposition/*  and 
is  introduced  here  in  the  absence  of  any  regular  diary  of  these 
events,  in  the  belief  that  his  biography  would  be  imperfect 
if  omiting  to  elucidate  this  eventful  period  of  his  life.] 


seeking  and  awakened  souls,  who  became  dis- 
with  the  lifefeas  formalities  which  yet  remained  in 
tbe  professing  Cimstimii  choirh  af^er  the  reformation  from 
Fopery,  was  Geotge  Fox.      He,  through   deep   meditatioo, 

with  God  in  spirit,  was  made  a 
nstmiiieat  Ib  wifeWiig  the  religion  of  Jesus  Cfamtp 
more  perfectly  mgncaJttkt  to  thtt  New  TestAmettt;  and  wwm 
fiuiiil  witii  •  icaOAilEable  gift  of  discemnient  of  the  eoo& 
iMMi  of  meo ;  mad  a  Ilia  nysleiy  of  tnie  godliness,  that  it 
^tood  Dot  in  fdim  iMrt  m  power.  And  wttli  great  meekocas 
aad  ChristiaB  eomge,  Ve  wns  f—liiad  lo  combat  the  sins  of 
Ike  age  ia  wUeh  hm  JStnd^  and  bmk  ehazly  to  iostmct  and  to 
aiiect  those  mli^  aoob  to  the  tndiiiig  of  ChiM  iiithaui- 
MraM.lv  Ua  light  and  good  SkiWl;  Md  lolHii^  them  off 
aM.  aad  Ima  ^oa«.  who  Bl»  tha  F^inlB» 
aAnadrof  the  goi»pei,  a  thing  nnkBOwaui 
of  thaChmwk 
T^lhfeMlhawlaiMrtiT.aadlDlhaomHntof  tep« 
of  pernor  MMif  wiM  cithoiaJ.     Tho»  separated 

of  te  woiU.(ao 
of  IhttkdaTjIbr  tha  p«pooe 
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operations  and  purgations  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  the  doing 
away  of  war,  retaliation,  and  oppression,  as  well  as  a  hireling 
ministry;  all  of  which  had  been  introduced  into  the  church 
during  its  degenerate  condition. 

This  doctrine,  which  inculcates  the  belief  in  Christ's  teach- 
ing his  people  himself,  and  the  faith  that  every  true  believer 
has  access  to  God  through  him,  as  also  the  testimony  against 
war  and  a  hireling  ministry,  spread  alarm  among  the  clergy  of 
that  day. 

Hence,  as  the  number  of  the  Quakers  increased,  the  clergy 
began  to  have  fearful  apprehensions  as  to  the  safety  of  their 
callings,  or  the  continued  enjoyment  of  their  salaries;  and 
consequently,  resorted  to  the  exercise  of  their  influence, 
(which  was  then  great  in  England,)  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
affecting  the  minds  of  the  people  against  tins,  to  them,  new 
doctrine,  of  free  grace,  and  a  free  ministry ;  and  soon  suo 
ceeded  in  raising  a  storm  of  persecution  against  these  unre- 
sisting Christians.  And  they,  the  priests,  succe.ssfully  invoked 
the  civil  powers  to  their  assistance ;  so  that  the  spoiling  of 
goods,  imprisonment,  and  even  death  itself  was  often  inflicted 
upon  this  unofTending  people ;  when  nothing  could  be  laid  to 
their  charge,  but  obedience  to  the  law  of  their  God,  in  hon- 
estly promulgating  the  doctrines  of  Christ  and  his  apostles 
as  exemplified  in  the  New  Testament,  and  thereby  carrying 
out  the  reformation  which  the  first  reformers  had  begun. 

Here  tht'n  were  seen,  Protestants  intlicting  persecution 
upon  their  fellow  Protestants^  (similar  to  that  which  those 
of  the  Roman  Church  inflicted  upon  one  another,)  and  only 
for  the  reason  that  the  latter  were  consummating  the  good 
work  that  the  former,  or  their  predecessors,  had  begun. 

But  God's  permission  of  the  deep  sufferings  of  the  many 
messengers  whom  he  liad  sent  to  bear  witness  for  him,  is  no 
evidence  against  the  validity  of  their  mission  or  calling. 
Their  sutferings  were  as  seed  sown,  and  the  fruit  to  be  gath- 
eied  in  God's  pro%^idence  in  after  generations,  by  those  who 
are  accounted  worthy  also  to  suffer  for  the  name  of  Hira  who 
died  for  them ;  whilst  those  who  have  lifted  up  their  cruel 
hands  against  the  Lord's  humble  messengers,  are  equally 
reprehensible,  whether  those  messengers  were  prophets  or 
apostles,  or  early  Christians,  or  modern  reformers,  however 
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unsuccessful  any  of  them  may  appear  to  have  been,  in  obvi- 
ously reforming  the  church  from  a  lapsed  condition,  or  of 
having  effected  a  reformation* 

One  thing  is  very  observable,  that  the  peaceable,  unresist- 
ing, and  patient  endurance  of  persecution,  by  our  early 
Friends,  as  dictated  by  the  precepts  and  spirit  of  Christ,  has 
been  apparently  instrumental  in  terminating  to  a  great  extent, 
persecution  among  Protestants ;  an  influence  which  we  have 
reason  to  believe  has  also  reached  the  Roman  Catholics. 

Persecution  is  a  thing  so  heinous,  and  so  irreconcilable 
with  the  law  of  Christ,  that  we  may  well  say  it  was  never 
inflicted  by  one  true  Christian  upon  another,  or  upon  any 
other  person.  Discipline,  the  church  of  Christ  has  always 
had— not  for  wounding  but  for  curing^ — not  for  the  annoyance 
or  restraining  of  him  who  reprobates  the  evil,  but  for  reproof 
to  him  who  doeth  evil. 

But  the  liability  of  men  and  Christians  to  a  declension 
and  departure  from  the  immediate  government  of  Truth,  as 
individuals  and  as  a  body,  induced  George  Fox  and  his  fel- 
low-helpers to  institute  and  establish  a  written  discipline, 
both  for  the  church  and  for  the  members,  as  a  guide  to  the 
ordering  of  church  government,  and  for  the  deciding  of  all 
questions  that  might  after  arise  in  the  Society. 

They  were  aware  that  the  same  liability  existed  in  the 
primitive  church,  and  that  a  sad  departure  from  the  meek- 
ness and  true  Christian  spirit  of  right  government,  did  by  de- 
grees actually  take  place  with  their  successors,  and  saw  the 
great  benefit  that  a  just  and  wholesome  system  of  discipline 
set  up  and  established  during  the  purer  condition  of  the 
church,  under  the  authority  of  Truth,  would  have  been  to  those 
who  followed  after,  if  adhered  to  by  alL 

Under  these  considerations,  it  undoubtedly  was,  that  the 
discerning  minds  of  our  first  Friends  saw  the  importance  of 
a  written  system  of  Christian  discipline,  set  up  and  established 
under  the  dictates  of  Truth,  and  by  the  consent  and  authority 
of  the  whole  church  collectively,  for  the  future  government  of 
the  Yearly  Meeting,  and  its  subordinate  branches,  and  for  the 
reproof  and  reclaiming  of  disorderly  walkers,  as  well  as  for 
the  jiraise  of  them  that  do  well 

Coincident  with  a  written  disciphne,  a  written  confession 
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of  faith  was  also  adopted  in  the  Society,  as  exemplified  in 
tlie  writings  of  the  first  Friends,  and  agreed  to  by  the  whole 
Society.  And  these  doe tri lies  were  fully  recognized  by  the 
discipline,  and  sunnmarily  incorporated  in  it,  Wliosoever, 
therefore,  deviated  either  in  faith  or  practice,  became  subjects 
of  dealing  by  the  true  int*fnt  of  that  discipline,  be  their  out- 
ward tjtandiiig  or  condition  in  the  church  wliat  it  might. 

Hopefid,  and  in  a  good  degree  successful  had  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  discipline  been,  when  in  the  hands  of  faithfnl 
men  and  women,  acting  under  the  authority  and  benign  in- 
fluence of  tlie  spirit  by  which  it  was  dictated,  in  guarding 
against  innovation,  and  honestly  laboring  for  the  safety  of  the 
Society. 

But  not^vithsta^ding  the  many  advantages  with  which  the 
Society  is  favored,  if  unhappily  the  **  leaders  of  the  people  " 
should  become  apostate  in  principle  and  practice,  as  did  the 
successors  of  the  primitive  churcli,  tliat  excellent  system  of 
doctrine  and  discipline  handed  down  by  George  Fox  and  his 
cotemporaries,  woidd  not  govern  tljeir  proceedings ;  but  would 
be  disregarded  or  shaped  into  a  mere  automaton,  and  turned  in 
an  unhallowed  manner  to  ahnost  any  direction,  or  made  to 
serve  almost  any  piu-pose  that  such  men  might  choose,  and 
finally  be  changed  into  an  instrument  of  persecution  I 

Notwithstanding  the  great  and  helping  hand  of  such  a  system 
of  discipline,  is  not  the  deepest  concernment  to  the  church 
ander  our  name,  involved  in  the  rectitude  of  the  rulers,  and 
in  the  inquiry  whether  this  people  are  more  secure  and  less 
liable  to  an  apostasy  than  was  the  primitive  church  ?  Is  it  not 
obvious  that  when  the  heads  of  the  tribes  begin  to  cry  peacey 
peace,  and  to  preach  up  the  safety  and  infallibility  of  the 
church  and  of  themselves,  that  the  greater  danger  awaits  it, 
as  in  the  middle  ages?  Yes;  and  then  it  is  that  the  watch- 
ful and  faithful  sentinel  sees  the  greater  cause  of  alarm  and 
the  most  imminent  danger. 

And  how  many  deeply  exercised  and  afflicted  laborers  could 
be  named,  from  the  days  of  George  Fox  down  to  the  present 
time,  who  have  watched  over  this  people  as  they  have  watched 
over  their  own  souls !  And  how  often  have  they  trembled 
with  fear  for  the  church's  safety,  when  they  were  made  to  see, 
in  the  visions  of  light,  that  an  enemy  had  entered  the  camp ! 
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And  liow  faithful  to  give  the  watchword  of  alarm,  and  to  cry 
aloud  for  the  awakening  of  the  armor  bearers^,  lest,  while  men 
slept  in  security,  the  city  should  be  broken  up  I 

The  following  narrative  has  been  taken  from  records 
made  at  the  time  when  the  events  took  place.  In  the  early 
part  of  John  Wilbur's  visit  to  England,  in  the  year  1832, 
his  mind  was  brought  into  deep  exercise  by  the  unexpected 
disco%^€Ty  of  a  spirit  at  work  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the 
inline ntial  members  of  our  Society ,  which  appeared  to  him 
to  be  at  variance  with  the  established  and  well-known  doc* 
trines  and  testimonies  of  Friends.  As  he  advanced  in  his 
religious  engagements,  more  and  more  of  this  spurit  was 
brought  to  view,  in  a  manner  which  led  him  to  suspect  that 
the  Society  was,  at  least  in  some  danger,  either  of  a  retrograde 
lapse,  as  a  body,  into  a  similar  state  of  things  from  whence  it 
came  out,  or  otherwise  of  a  rent  or  division,  if  its  members 
generally  could  not  be  awakened  to  the  perils  which  awaited 
them,  or  induced  more  decitledly  to  rally  to  the  standard 
which  George  Fox  and  his  fellow-helpers  set  up  against  the 
spirit  and  friendship  of  the  world,  as  well  as  against  the  cere- 
monials and  false  doctrines  wiiich  then  remained  among  the 
Protestant  professors  of  Christianity, 

Finding  this  departure  so  formidable,  on  account  of  the 
talent  and  station  of  many  of  those  concerned  in  it,  his  mind 
w^as  brought  into  great  distress,  and  mourning  over  the  flock  of 
God,  once  so  loyal  to  the  precepts  of  Christ,  the  Mediator  of 
the  New  Covenant,  But  iiowaias!  in  this  very  land  where 
this  standard  was  first  set  up,  (after  the  apostasy,)  a  depart- 
ure from  first  principles  was  seen  among  some  of  the  leading 
members;  the  consideration  of  which  was  very  afflicting  at 
times  during  his  sojourn  in  that  land. 

He  saw  the  great  subtlety  of  the  enemy,  (in  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  Hicksite  heresy,  which  led  off  on  the  one  side  from 
the  true  doctrine,)  working  on  the  minds  of  those  who  were 
the  most  prepared  to  forsake  the  original  ground  of  vitality ; 
so  that  whilst  they  were  guarding  against  a  fatal  lapse  on 
the  one  hand,  he  might  the  more  easily  and  unsuspectedJy 
plung  them  into  another  as  destructive  on  the  other  hand,^ — 
both  insidious  and  defective  in  relation  to  the  true  faith  in  the 
offices  and  attributes  of  the  Saviour  of  men. 
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Under  these  circumstances  and  apprehensions,  the  author 
wrote  a  series  of  letters  whilst  in  that  country,  to  his  friend 
George  Crosfield,  which  were  by  hini  published,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  apprising,  at  least,  some  of  his  friends,  of  his  exercises, 
and  concern,  and  with  a  desire  that  both  of  these  extremes 
and  departures  might  be  avoided. 

These  letters  drew  upon  their  author,  as  well  as  their  pul> 
lisher,  the  great  displeasure  of  those  in  England,  who  were 
disposed  to  confound  Hicksism  with  primitive  Quakerism. 
They  came  out  on  the  eve  of  the  publication  of  their  avowed 
sentiments  to  that  effect ;  which  they  soon  after  published  in 
a  work  called  the  "  Beacon,"  and  which  also  contained  many 
other  sentiments,  which  stand  directly  at  variance  with  the 
fundamental  doctrines  of  Friends*  Many  of  the  abettors  of 
these  opinions  soon  after  separated  themselves  from  the 
Society,  and  set  up  meetings  of  their  own  j  and  much  better 
would  it  have  been  for  the  Society,  if  all  at  that  time,  who 
held  opinions  discordant  with  its  ancient  doctrines,  had  with- 
drawn from  Friends,  and  openly  avowed  their  real  sentiments 
on  the  Cliristian  religion;  if  indeed  they  were  beyond  the 
reach  of  being  reclaimed. 

Subseqaentlyj  when  the  author  returned  to  America,  a 
number  were  not  wanting  in  New  England,  who  instead  of 
strengthening  his  hands  in  that  important  concern  as  they 
ought  to  have  done,  hesitated  not  to  condemn  his  letters  and 
the  publication  of  them,  and  thereby  much  too  nearly  com- 
mitted themselves  to  the  views  which  those  letters  were  in- 
tended to  counteract,  affirming,  "  that  the  state  of  things  in 
England  was  not  such  as  called  for  the  writing  of  those  letters." 
They  professed  to  know  more  of  the  state  of  things  in  that 
country,  than  one  who  had  mingled  largely  with  the  Society 
there,  and  had  held  conversation  with  most  or  all  of  their 
principal  members. 

But  the  coming  out  of  the  *'  Beacon  "  soon  after,  and  the 
author  of  it  being  strongly  supported,  as  he  was,  by  divers 
leading  and  influential  characters,  put  the  question  out  of  all 
dispute  with  sound  Friends,  that  those  letters  were  needful  on 
the  occasion  and  published  at  the  right  time, — that  it  was 
highly  important  that  something  of  the  kind  should  have  been 
laid  before  the  Society  at  that  time. 
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When  that  pernicious  book  called  the  **  Beacon  "  so  sub- 
versive of  Quakerism,  as  well  as  of  vital  Christianity,  reached 
this  country,  the  writer  of  this,  under  the  same  concern,  used 
his  best  endeavors  to  prevail  on  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  for 
New  England  to  testify  against  its  sentiments,  but  his  labors 
in  this  respect  were  unsuccessful. 

The  doctrines  of  J.  J.  Gurney  contained  in  his  "  Brief 
Remarks  on  impartiality  in  the  interpretation  of  Scripture/* 
arc  of  the  same  cast  with  those  of  the  "  Beacon,"  by  Isaac 
Crewdson,  and  so  nearly  agreeing  in  substance,  that  a  wise 
man  could  scarcely  distinguish  the  piuport  of  the  one  from  the 
other. 

Each  of  these  writers  has  published  doctrines  essentially  at 
variance  with  those  of  the  religious  Society  of  Friends,  which 
being  carried  out  and  adopted,  must  unavoidably  undermine 
Quakerism;  and  it  is  self-evident,  that  whosoever  opcnbj  de- 
ft; mis  or  {idvocales  either  of  these  men^  commits  himself  to 
and  identifies  himself  with  the  doctrines  of  the  man  whom  he 
thus  defends  against  the  Society,  and  the  more  especially  so, 
if  that  defence  be  made  upon  the  occasion  of  others  oppoa- 
ing  such  doctrines.  This  course  has  been  unhappily  pursued, 
and  to  a  fearful  extent,  by  prominent  members  of  New  Eng- 
land Yearly  Meeting,  to  whom  allusion  will  be  hereafter  made. 

It  is  apprehended  that  a  loss,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  of 
the  virtue,  life,  and  power  of  pure  Christianity,  had  j>repared 
the  minds  of  too  many  in  the  Society  of  Friends,  to  imbibe 
sentiments  at  variance  with  true  self-denial,  and  full  con- 
formity to  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and,  conse- 
quently, with  his  doctrines,  as  held  and  laid  down  by  the  early 
writers  in  our  Society.  That  a  great  tendency  outward,  and 
to  outward  views  and  outward  things,  has,  of  late,  been  ap- 
parent in  this  once  greatly  favored  Society,  is  very  obvious. 
Consequently  the  sentiments  of  some  writers,  who  have  not 
known  the  living  savor  of  the  Divine  life  to  predominate  in 
their  own  hearts,  (or  otherwise  have  lost  its  unction,)  have 
sorrowfully  spread  and  taken  root  in  many  minds* 

Moreover,  the  great  schism  and  fearful  departure  from  the 
Christian  covenant  on  the  one  hand,  in  the  Society  farther 
west,  has  furnished  the  enemy  with  vast  and  powerful 
machinery,  to  delude,  deceive,  and  draw  off,  from  the  same 
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covenant  on  the  other  hand ;  insomnch  that  many  of  those 
who  were  not  caiight  in  the  snare  of  that  apostasy,  called 
Hicksism,  have  been  of  late  in  great  jeopardy,  by  the  in- 
fluence and  insidiouB  sentiments  of  persons  of  genius,  high 
standing,  and  great  learning  in  the  schools  of  men^  tending 
to  draw  away  firom  the  same  gospel  covenant  in  an  opposite 
direction. 

These  having  lost,  or  never  found  that  hidden  treasure 
of  this  covenant,  as  revealed  by  the  Divine  power  in  the 
inner  man  of  the  heart,  have  taken  oflence  at  the  law  and 
restraints  of  a  meek  and  lowly  Sa\^our,  and  so  far  imbibed 
the  spirit  of  this  world  and  of  the  age,  as  to  despise  the  fool- 
ishness of  the  cross,  which  is  the  power  of  God  and  the  wisdom 
of  God,  and  not  of  man^  nor  of  the  flesh,  but  of  God. 

Instead  of  submitting,  therefore,  to  die  with  Christ,  and  to 
abide  the  painful  struggle  of  yielding  up  the  will  and  wisdom 
of  the  flesh,  these  have  moulded  and  fashioned  to  them  selves 
a  substitute,  by  professedly  extolling  and  claiming  the  faith  of 
Christ's  incarnate  suflerings  and  propitiatory  sacrifice  upon  the 
cross  without  the  gates  of  Jerusalem,  as  the  whole  covenant 
of  salvation,  and  by  him  thus  accomplished  without  them; 
and,  consequently,  it  is  feared  are  carnally  believing  and  trust- 
ing in  this  alone  for  justification,  without  its  essential  con- 
comitant, the  true  obedience  of  faith,  and  the  work  of  eancti- 
fication  wrought  in  the  heart. 

These  views,  and  many  others  of  the  like  tendency,  having 
been  avowed  and  published  by  Joseph  John  Gurney,  (who, 
unlike  Isaac  Crewdson  and  his  followers,  continued  his  con- 
nection with  the  Society,  and  maintained  great  influence 
therein,)  were  spread  far  and  wide,  and  have  been  the  cause 
of  great  uneasiness  and  much  dissatisfaction  in  the  minds  of 
faithful  Friends ;  and  the  more,  because  many  are  found 
among  us  who  are  disposed  to  advocate  and  defend  the  author 
of  them,  without,  and  in  the  refusal  of  an  examination  of  his 
published  sentiments,  or  a  comparison  of  them  with  our  ac- 
knowledged and  well-known  doctrines. 

Some  concerned  Friends,  who  have  remained  at  their  posts, 
have  watched  over  the  "landmarks"  of  Israel's  inheritance, 
as  they  have  watched  over  their  own  souls,  and  can  but  trem- 
ble for  the  safety  of  the  Ark  of  his  testimonies,  when,  with 
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their  eyes,  they  behold  the  dcmolbhing  of  those  stakes,  of 
wliicli  the  good  Shepherd  of  the  fold  ordained  that  "  not  one 
of  them  should  be  removed.** 

And,  notwithstanding  what  they  have  fearfully  beheld,  of 
that  whieh  they  apprehended  was  an  attempt  to  obliterate 
and  cancel  those  distinguishing  signals  of  our  profession  and 
its  defence,  they  have  marvelled  to  hear  so  many  of  the  watch- 
men cry  peace!  peace  !  when  tlie  citadel  itself  is  beset  by  a 
troop  of  strong  men.  They  believe  that  so  great  a  loss  can- 
not otherwise  be  sustained,  either  by  us  or  by  the  world 
at  large,  as  would  be  sustained  by  the  breaking  down  of 
our  distinguishing  doctrines  and  testimonies*  Consequently, 
they  see  the  great  necessity  of  keeping  a  single  eye  to  their 
safety,  and  a  scrupulous  watchfulness  against  "  every  appear- 
ance of  evilj"  that  may  in  the  least  forebode  an  apostasy  of 
principle,  inasmuch  as  such  did  happen,  to  a  sorrowful  extent, 
to  the  primitive  church-=-the  best  of  bodies^ — -and  that  too  by 
small  beginnings. 

Furthermore,  these  concerned  Friends  have  felt  not  a  little 
responsibility  resting  upon  themselves,  and  upon  the  church 
at  large,  by  reason  of  the  committal  to  its  charge  and  keeping 
of  the  most  exalted,  efficient,  and  dignified  principles  vouch* 
safed  to  the  hand  of  man  in  these  modern  times,  or  in  any 
age  of  the  world,  because  they  are  the  same  as  committed  to 
the  primitive  church,  in  that  all  relates  to  Christian  redemption 
and  salvation.  And  they  have  also  felt  something  of  the 
weight  of  that  appeal  which  was  made  of  God  to  his  servant, 
the  Prophet  Ezekiel,  chap,  iii,  28 ;  also  xxxiii,  8,  9.  "  U  thou 
do  not  warn  my  people  from  their  ways,  they  shall  die  in  their 
iniquity,  but  their  blood  will  1  require  at  thy  hands,"  &c. 

Moreover,  the  late  attempts  at  innovation,  by  those  above 
alluded  to,  speak  loudly  as  a  warning  to  us  of  the  jeopardy 
which  awaits  us  as  a  people ;  for  our  unfaithfulness  and  dis- 
loyalty to  the  blessed  Truth  is  such,  that  Satan  appears  to 
have  availed  himself  of  the  advantage  of  our  relaxation,  and 
seems  resolved  to  divide  and  scatter  us  from  the  true  faith ; 
still  we  hear  the  cry  of  peace !  still  we  hear  the  language  of 
safety  reiterated  among  us  !  still  we  see  a  prevalent  disposi- 
tion to  trust  in  man,  and  to  make  flesh  our  arm  I 

J.  J.  Gurney,  on  his  visit  to  America,  came  to  New  Eng- 
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land,  in  the  6th  month,  1838,  and  found  the  ground  already 
prepared  in  many  minds  to  receive  and  defend  hiiHj  notwith* 
standing  the  defection  of  his  doctrines. 

The  persons  whose  minds  had  been  thus  prepared,  had  evi- 
dently been  for  some  years  seeking  control  over  New  England 
Yearly  Meeting,  and  its  concerns,  in  which  they  had  been  suc- 
cessful ;  and  being  men  of  influence,  and  disposed  to  avail 
themselves  of  all  means  within  their  reach,  (which  were  not 
in  any  wise  very  limited,)  whereby  to  clothe  themselves  with 
rule  and  with  power,  have  drawn  many  to  them,  or  after 
them,  by  their  proflfered  friendship,  by  promotion  in  appoint- 
ments, by  the  honor  of  roan,  and  by  temporal  favors,  be- 
stowed in  many  ways.  By  these  means  they  have  encom- 
passed (however  unsuspected  their  object  by  many)  a  great 
proportion  of  those  who  were  active  members,  as  well  as 
others,  and  have  promoted  and  made  active,  many  who  were 
not  so  before. 

And  those  who  have  not  fallen  into  these  new  views,  have 
not  been  desirous  of  office  or  control  in  the  church,  and  con- 
sequently have  not  put  themselves  or  one  another  forward 
much  for  appointments ;  and,  more  especially  of  late,  perceiv- 
ing a  disposition  in  tliose  of  the  new  ground  to  exclude  them, 
have  mostly  refrained  from  action.  And  latterly  in  the 
Yearly  Meeting,  these  were  entirely  excluded  from  taking  a 
part  in  its  concerns,  by  the  supporters  of  unsound  men  and 
their  doctrines  deciding  to  reject  from  any  service  the  names 
of  all  such  as  had  expressed  themselves  opposed  to  their  pre- 
vious proceedings,  thus  declaring  such  out  of  unity ;  a  meas- 
ure which  had  already  been  adopted  and  acted  upon  by 
Erhodc  Island  Quarterly  Meeting. 

Those  who  had  thus  assumed  the  control  in  the  Yearly 
Meeting,  formed,  from  their  own  number,  standing  committees 
therein,  as  also  committees  of  Khode  Island  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing, and  clothed  themselves  with  anthority  to  visit  and  control 
subordinate  meetings,  and  consequently  to  control  the  relig- 
ious rights  of  all  their  members ;  and  these  committees  have 
not  been  backward  in  exercising  this  authority »  And  further, 
the  Yearly  Meeting,  through  their  influence,  of  late  made  its 
committee's  advice  and  decisions  conclusive  and  final ;  so 
that  appeals  from  their  advice,  either  by  individuals  or  sub- 
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ordinate  meetings,  to  the  Yearly  Meeting,  have  been  nnavail* 
ing,  however  contrary  to  discipline  their  advice  or  decisions 
may  have  been. 

In  the  11th  month  of  1839,  John  Wilbur  felt  himself  bound 
under  a  religious  concern,  to  visit  most  of  the  Quarterly  Meet- 
ings in  the  Yearly  Meeting;  and  was  cordially  liberated  by 
his  own  Monthly  Meeting  for  that  service.  After  having 
visited  one  Quarter  and  some  of  its  subordinate  meetings,  he 
was  cited  by  one  of  these  committees,  to  appear  before  a  de- 
putation from  their  body.  But  tlieir  letter  not  arriving  sea^ 
sonably  for  him  to  meet  them  at  the  time  and  place  assigned, 
he  called  on  the  writer  of  that  letter  as  he  passed  on  in  pup- 
suanceof  his  journey.  His  having  made  a  stand  against  the 
new  doctrines  by  WTiting  to  some  ministers  and  elders,  as  well 
as  by  conversation,  was  alleged  by  the  writer  of  the  letter 
as  a  disqualification  for  travelling  in  the  ministry  ;  but  J. 
W*  was  enabled  to  convince  him  that  he  ought  to  be  left  at 
liberty  to  pursue  his  journey — and  he  did  so. 

When  J.  J,  Gurney  first  arrived  in  New  England,  there  was 
a  report  in  circulation  that  he  had  made  satisfaction  to  his 
friends  at  home  on  account  of  his  exceptionable  writings  ;  but 
J,  W.  being  aware,  through  direct  communications  from  Eng- 
land, that  the  report  was  unfounded,  (a  matter  of  great 
importance  for  the  Society  to  know,)  took  an  opportunity 
with  him,*  and  informed  him  of  the  apprehensions  of  many 
Friends  in  regard  to  his  sentiments,  as  set  forth  in  his  books, 
and  so  extensively  abroad  in  the  Society ;  and  suggested  to 
him  the  desirableness  of  his  satisfying  Friends  in  relation  to 
such  of  his  doctrines  as  were  not  in  conformity  with  our 
acknowledged  principles,  and  thereby  open  his  own  way 
among  us. 

But  instead  of  giving  any  encouragement  of  doing  bo,  he 
entered  into  a  prompt  defence  and  justification  of  all  hia  writ- 
ings, without  exception. 

In  consequence,  therefore,  of  the  result  of  J.  W.'s  visit  to 
the  author,  he  believed  it  to  be  his  rehgious  duty  to  caution 

♦  Thv  first  mtervicw  of  J.  W.  with  J.  J*  G.  on  ftcconxit  of  uneasiness  with  his  sen- 
Umerits,  wft«  in  I^mloii  during  their  Yearly  Meeting  in  1632,  in  presonco  of  Jonathan 
Hntclitnson,  and  George  mid  Aim  clones,  m  which  no  BatisfactJon  was  obtained.  This 
latter  ititerview  w«a  at  Newport  in  the  6th  mo.  1888,  in  presence  of  Henry  Hiniidaie  of 
New  York. 
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Friends,  on  suitable  occasions,  against  receiving  or  imbibing 
the  unsound  doctrines  alluded  to ;  and  at  the  same  time  mak- 
ing direct  reference  to  some  of  the  most  exceptionable  among 
them. 

On  John  Wilbur's  return  from  his  eastern  visit,  he  produced 
certificates  from  all  the  Quarterly  and  Monthly  Meetings 
which  he  attended,  expressive  of  their  satisfaction  with  his 
services  among  them.  And  soon  afti^r  his  return  from  thia 
journey,  he  obtained  the  concurrence  of  his  Monthly  Meeting 
and  attended  the  Yearly  Meeting  in  Philadelphia. 

But  his  travelling  as  a  minister,  on  account  of  his  objection 
to  thoi^e  doctrines,  was  displeasing  to  those  who  were  sup- 
porting and  defending  the  author  of  them. 

It  being  apparently  too  much  of  a  circumstance  frequently 
to  call  together  the  committee  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of 
Ministers  and  Elders ;  and  further,  as  the  committee  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting  at  large  was  not  authorized  to  recognize 
mini,'^terial  service,  a  way  was  devised  to  get  a  committee  ap- 
pointed in  the  Select  Quarferlt/  Meeting;  and  if  practicable, 
to  be  vested  with  authority  to  take  hold  of  him,  and  to  stop 
his  speaking  against  the  doctrines  of  J.  J.  Gurncy,  or  travel- 
ling as  a  minister. 

To  effect  this,  deficient  accounts  were  brought  up  in  rela- 
tion to  unity,  from  two  siibordinate  meetings,  where  them- 
eelves  predominated,  and  under  the  pretension  of  bestowing 
labor  in  the  cases  referred  to  in  those  accounts,  a  committee 
Was  appointed,  ostensibly  for  the  restoration  of  unity  and  har- 
mony.* Howbeit,  if  their  own  confession  is  sufficient  evi- 
dence, we  are  warranted  in  saying,  that  they  never  attempted 
any  labor  of  the  kind,  whatever,  within  the  limits  of  those  two 
meetings  from  which  the  defective  accounts  came  up, 

John  Wilbur  was  called  upon  to  meet  this  committee  the 
next  morning  after  its  appointment ;  and  they  artfully  at- 
temped  to  make  him  a  subject  of  dealing,  and  to  decoy  him 

tto  place  himself  within  the  purview  of  their  appointment,  by 
asking  him  the  question,  "  whether  be  believed  any  of  the 
members  of  our  Select  Meeting  were  unsound  ?  "  expecting, 
as  was  supposed,  an  affirmative  answer ;  and  if  so,  then  here, 


*  The  AoconntA  which  want  up  ftt  thj»  time  ^m  South  Kiogston  Monthly  Meeting, 
to  which  J.  W.  belonged,  w«r«  nuexceptionable  «i  to  uoity. 
U 
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as  they  might  thinkj  would  be  a  case  of  disiiiiity  fairly  within 
their  reach.  But  their  object  was  seen,  and  the  quei^tion  not 
answered,  although  all  the  committee,  save  one,  joined  in 
pressing  him  to  answer  it.  Being  defeated  in  this,  they  se- 
verely reprimanded  him  for  having  been  to  Philadelphia,  ac- 
cusing him  of  having  known  that  they  were  unwilling  he 
fihould  travel  in  the  ministry.  But  this  charge,  of  knowing  it, 
he  was  able  to  meet,  by  adducing  what  some  of  them  had 
said  to  him  and  others,  during  his  eastern  journey*  One  of 
the  committee  had  said,  in  a  letter  to  his  daughter,  that  **  ike^ 
had  no  desire  to  stop  his  iraveilin^  in  the  ministrT^y-  and  an- 
other, who  met  with  him  on  the  journey,  said  '*  he  was  glad 
to  meet  with  him  ikereJ^ 

But  they  brought  many  other  complaints  and  accusations 
against  him,  of  which  the  principal  was,  that  *•  he  had  written 
and  spoken  against  J,  J.  Gurney,  and  had  spread  long  lists  of 
extracts  from  his  doctrines." 

He  now  informed  them  that  he  had  not  spoken  to  the  dis- 
advantage of  J.  J.  G,,  otherwise  than  by  a  recital  and  disa- 
vowal of  some  parts  of  his  doctrines  ;  and  in  order  to  show 
them  that  those  parts  of  his  writings  to  which  he  had  made 
exceptions  were  unsound,  and  consequently  that  the  course 
which  he  had  taken  was  correct  and  agreeable  to  discipline, 
he  proposed  reading  to  them  the  extracts  which  they  had 
charged  him  with  spreading. 

But  they  were  unwilling  to  hear  him  read  these  extracts, 
and  conceded  there  might  possibly  be  some  things  in  the 
manner  of  J.  J.  Gurney's  expressions  that  would  be  deemed 
exceptionable.  But  J»  W.  insisted  on  reading  these  extracts, 
in  order  that  the  committee  might  know  how  unsound  his  doc- 
trines uwr€j  (believing  that  his  defence  rested  upon  their  de- 
merits,) but  the  committee  appeared  exceedingly  unwilling  to 
allow  the  reading  of  them,  and  the  dilemma  in  which  they 
were  now  placed,  apparently  drew  from  David  Buffum,  one 
of  their  number,  the  expression,  "  I  acknowledge  that  some 
of  J.  J.  Gurney's  writings  are  very  unsound."  But  for  this 
imprudence,  he  was  immediately  jogged  by  John  Meader,  one 
of  his  colleagues  who  sat  near  him,  and  who  dissented  from 
Ma  concession,  by  saying,  "  I  should  not  have  said  so." 

Finally,  they  utterly  refused  to  hear  his  defence  or  the  read- 
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ing  of  the  extracts  from  Gariiey*8  doctrines,  aad  gave  hirn 
very  iittte  opportunity  of  any  oral  vindication  of  himself  in 
relation  to  the  charges  brought  against  him,  by  reason  of  their 
own  claims  upon  the  time ;  freely  and  in  close  succession 
bestowing  upon  him  their  censnres,  and  demanding  from  him 
immediate  concessions,  accompanied  with  the  advice  "to  stay 
at  home  and  be  quiet/'     And  so  this  interview  ended. 

Thus  being  denied  a  full  and  fair  personal  hearing,  which 
truth  and  justice  always  allows,  even  to  the  greatest  offenders, 
John  Wilbur  addressed  the  following  letter  to  Thomas  An- 
thony, the  first-named  of  the  committee,  with  whom  he  had 
previously  stood  in  the  relation  of  great  intimacy. 


HopkintOD,  80tli  of  5th  mo.,  1840. 


nj  MY  DEAR  FRISn^D,  THOMAS  A9THOXT, 


After  thus  allowing  time  for  solid  deliberation  on  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion with  Friends  at  thy  daughter's,  it  seems  right  for  me  to  address 
a  i'tiw  lines  to  tliee  in  relation  th*^relo,  inasmuch  n^  I  had  not  full  op|)or- 
tunity  in  tlic  end  to  si>eak  for  myself,  by  reason  of  the  claims  of  oLlicrs 
on  the  time,  as  well  as  the  want  of  time ;  thou  wiU,  I  apprehend,  allow 
me  the  opiKirtunity  of  reviewing  it  in  this  way,  and  lo  remark  further 
upon  tlie  charge:!  brought  against  me  ;  and,  ns  J  trust,  will  hear  me 
patiently,  seeing  that  vastly  more  h  involved  in  the  consideration  of 
the  quejition  than  merely  the  exculpation  or  condemnation  of  an  indi- 
vidual, without  allowing  him  the  right,  hotli  ci^'il  and  religious,  of  a 
defence,  not  only  of  himself,  but  of  the  testimonies  and  usages  of  the 
Society,  5uch  as  truth  and  justice  cnll  for 

Thou  nri  \%'etl  aware  that  wen  m  the  civil  department,  the  law8  of 
the  laml  allow  the  accused  a  defence  of  himj^elf,  in  all  the  bearings  of 
his  case,  and,  not  only  so,  they  premise,  if  need  be,  that  he  should  be 
provided  with  counsel,  lest  unhappily  the  inncwient  should  be  adjudged 
guilty.  And  in  the  religii>U:i  deiiurtmenl,  tliou  wilt  agree  that  a  still 
higher  and  purer  order  of  justice  and  righteousness  is  contemplated, 
for  beyond  all  controversy,  such  ia  the  true  character  of  Christianity, 
and  its  superiority  over  every  other  system  of  moral  or  civil  order  in- 
stituted by  the  cliildren  of  men. 

Bnt  when  we  become  acquainted  with  the  history  of  ecclesiastical 
transactions  since  the  Christian  era,  we  are  bound  to  acknowledge  that 
the  civil  haa  never  been  more  abused  than  the  religioua,  under  the 
dominion  of  power. 

lint  to  come  directly  lo  the  question,  and  the  capacity  in  which 
Friends  acted,  I  deem  it  right  for  me  to  remark,  that  I  might  suppose 
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they  acted  as  indivifluals  under  fin  apprehension  of  the  ne(!essitjrf 
case,  and  not  as  a  committef  of  tlie  Select  Quarterly  Meeting}  h 
appointment  of  the  committee  was  grouD<led,  and  ottly  ^oundeL 
under-itand  it,)  upon  deSLJcncies  reprer?enled  in  the  au^jwew  Ui  lb 
ries  from  the  suhordinnte  meetings,  and,  confiequently,  Friends  Q^^i,^ 
not,  as  a  coaimittw  of  that  meeting,  extend  care  to  any  mt^liug^ 
a  member  of  it,  which  gave  no  account  of  deficiencies  in  rrlmi 
things  queried  after ;  and  no  tangihle  hiference  can  be  drawn  frcm 
of  Sottth  Kingston^  (however  it  may  be  in  other*,)  that  th»?re(loeii 
want  of  harmony  or  unity  exi:^t  in  that  meeting;  and  which  1 
as  a  favor,  for  which  we  are  bound  to  be  thankfuL     But  I  am 
prepared  lo  say,  tluit  I  ever  ho|>e  to  be  willing  to  receive  advice  «i 
from  committees  or  individuals,  acting  conformably  to  the 
Trutli,  and  the  order  e.stablished  in  our  Society. 

But  are  Friends  now  pi-epared  to  evacuate  the  ground  whirh 
been  taken,  viz :  that  a  certiticale  for  a  man  to  travel  as  a  muu»t0 
a  full  defence  to  liim,  against  all  comers  in  relation  to  whaiever 
have  transpired  previous  to  the  issuing  of  that  certificate?    Or 
they  say  that  the  deputed  right  of  one  Wly  shall  be  regarded,  anil  tiirf 
of  anotber  im\j  be  disregarded  and  contemned  ?     And  doe^  it  T^\  wilt 
committees  or  others,  not  delegated  for  thai  special  purpon  by  tlM 
Yearly  Meeting  it&elf,  to  aiTe^t  the  established  right  and  order  whidj 
that  body  ba^  conferred  u^Kjn  its  subordinate  branches  ?    Of  shall  lhe« 
things  yet  rest  upon  their  ancient  foundation  and  usage,  that  wl  -  r  • 
minister,  though   liberated  by  an  authorized  bo<ly,  is  found  dct 
either  mfaiih  or  conduct^  and  for  which  satisfaction  has  not  been 
that  he  shall  be  liable  to  be  called  to  an  account,  by  those  whose 
stituted  duty  it  is,  under  whatsoever  circumslance&  lie  may  have  pi 
himself,  or  others  may  have  placed  him? 

By  tlib  rule,  my  dear  friend,  1  am  entirely  willing  to  be  tried 
judged,  hut  not  upon  mere  hearsay,  or  vague  allegations  and  re 
not  for  the  alleged  faults  or  imprudence  of  others;  nor  yet  withcHit 
hearing  upon  the  great  point  and  premises  of  the  ca^e,  lo  wit:  thes 
which  I  have  taken  against  the  erroneous  doctrines  which  are 
abroad  among  us  by  their  author,  both  before  and  since  his  U3 
for  our  land.     And  whatever  I  have  said  or  done  in  tlie  case, 
unefjuivocMllj  to  those  doctrines;  and,  consequently,  the  merit*  or  dt' 
merits  of  that  couffie  rests  upon  the  sountlness  or  nnsoundnext  of  tlmi^ 
doctrines,  as  will  be  shown  further  on ;  and  I  hesitate  not  to  say, 
the  present  dissension  in  the  Society  at  large,  is  the  legitimate  fruits 
the  circulation,  and  the  author's  continued  adherence  to  the  doct 
alluded  to.     And  my  concern  has  been,  (as  I  told  Friends  when 
getlier,)  that  those  sentiments  might  be  clearly  developed  and 
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reprobated,  so  that  tlie  fearful  consequences  of  such  dissension  might 
be  obviated. 

But  if  these  baneful  doctrines,  or  their  unrelenting  author,  which  Is 
the  same  thing,  are  continued  to  be  advocated  and  defended,  we  have 
reason  to  fear  that  serious  ditlicuUies  will  ensue ;  bectiuse  there  is  no 
doubt  tliere  are  some,  and  perhap?^  not  a  few  in  this  Yearly  Meeting, 
who  cannot  be  brought  to  the  adoption  of  iueh  sentiments,  aime  what 
may  come.  And  ina:^niuch,  as  great  wrong  has  been  milicted  ypon  the 
Truth,  and  its  principles,  who,  thinkest  thou,  ray  dear  friend,  will  find 
the  most  peace  of  mind  in  the  result  of  things?  Will  it  be  those,  who, 
out  of  a  good  conscience,  have  withstood  those  innovations,  (though 
perhaps  not  alway^j  in  the  mo^it  perfect  line  of  Divine  wisdom,)  or  those 
who  have  defended  such  views  by  strenuously  advocating  and  warmly 
defending,  and  thereby  giving  strength  to  their  aufhor,  and  by  endeav- 
oring to  put  down  lho*e  who  have  honestly  withstood  his  sentiments  ? 

IIow  any  can  defend  an  unsound  man,  at  the  expense  and  rejection 
ot  those  who  are  sound,  and  yet  be  acting  upon  sound  principles,  is  a 
[iroblem  which  1  very  much  desire  to  see  demonstrated,  il*  demonstrated 
it  can  be. 

I  will  now  remark  upon  the  charges  brought  against  me,  and  how- 
ever trivial  some  of  them  arc,  and  unrcawnable  others  appear  to  me, 
yet^  as  they  have  been  deemed  by  ministers  and  elders  to  be  worth 
naming^  they*  will  be  recognized,  by  way  of  a  defence  and  apology, 
tor  the  course  I  have  taken- 

1st.  That  I  have  frequently,  in  conversation  and  in  writing,  repro* 
baled  some  of  the  sentiments  of  J.  J.  Gurney,  and  even  on  some  occa- 
sions when  abroad  to  the  ministry.  To  this  charge,  so  worded,  I 
confess  guilty,  if  guilt  is  idiaclied  thereto;  and,  in  remarking  upon  it, 
I  will  first  ask  thee,  Thomas,  whether  ihou  will  admit  that  a  prolessed 
minister  abroad  could  be  chargeable  with  doctrines  80  dangerous  as  to 
warrant  such  procedure? 

2d.  Wliether  the  doctrines  of  Hannah  Barnard  and  Elias  Hickg 
were  so  exceptionable  as  to  wamint  a  watehword  to  the  churches 
under  similar  circumstances  ? 

3d.  Whether  Moses  and  the  prophets  were  warranted,  in  so  full  and 
so  public  a  manner  as  they  often  did,  in  testifying  against  the  abuses  of 
tlje  doetrines  and  commandments  of  the  former  covenant? 

4lh.  Whether  the  apostle  Paul  and  GJeorge  Fox  did  right  in  pub- 
licly withstanding  and  marking  those  who  caused  divisions  by  intro- 
ducing doctrines  contrary  to  the  doctrines  of  Christ? 

The  apostle,  it  seems,  in  his  public  epistle,  entreated  his  brethren, 
without  distinction  of  age  or  standing,  and  without  exception  to  any 
circumstance,  to  mark  those  which  cause  diviaions  and  o6ences,  con- 
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trary  to  tlie  doctrines  whicli  tliey  have  learned,  and  to  avoid  tbera. 
Rom.  xvi.  17.  And  so  we  shall  tind,  if  vn^  exaDiine  the  Holy  8mp- 
tures,  ibat  both  prophets  luid  apostles  were  prompt  and  vigilant,  in  de- 
tecting and  exiM)*ing,  as  well  as  in  extcmiinaliiig  everything  which 
stood  at  variance  with  the  Lord's  doctrines  and  ttjstinionie^,  whether 
»cea  in  kinjjs,  prince?,  or  prophets,  (however  reprehensible  such  dcteo- 
lioii  was  deemed  by  those  in  power,)  a  proeedure  led  to  by  the  inspira- 
tion and  eommandi*  of  Grod.  For  it  was  seen  then,  as  it  in  some  degree 
h  seen  now,  that  human  iiature  is  ^o  propense  to  eat^e,  and  to  overlook 
the  needful  restraints  of  true  religion,  diat  a  guurd  against  tile  inlet  of 
evil  was  continually  needful. 

But  one  of  our  Friends  said,  that  he  acknowledged  the  doctrines  in 
question  were  vciy  unsound,  but  afterwards  said  he  thought  we  ought 
to  give  ti  pas.^  to  their  author.  But  truly  he  cnuld  not  have  meant  to 
have  been  understood  to  say,  that  the  Yearly  Meeting  ought  to  give 
liim  a  cei-tifieate  of  unity>  for,  in  so  saying,  he  would  exhibit  an  opinion 
difftTent  from  that  of  the  ajHistle,  when  he  was  speaking  of  tliose  who 
bronght  in  doetrines  contrary  to  the  dt)ctrines  of  Christ;  for,  said  he, 
"  lie  that  bid<k'th  hiin  God  tspecd,  h  a  partaker  of  his  deeds/' 

2d  charge.  Tlmt  I  knew  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee  were  un- 
willing that  I  should  travel  iu  the  ministry ;  therefoi-e,  I  ought  not  to 
have  gone  to  Philadelphia.  To  which  I  need  to  eay  no  more  than  to 
refer  to  thy  expression  to  a  Friend  j  to  Thos.  Plowland's  <jw*n  handwrit- 
ing, and  to  J.  Meader's  language  to  me  at  Dover  Quarterly  Meeting, 
all  amounting  to  this,  that  the  committee  had  no  desii-e  to  stop  my 
going  on  the  proposed  visit ;  besides  which,  1  had  never  heard  from 
tlicm- — ^how,  then,  can  the  c^^mmittee  make  this  charge  ? 

8d  charge.  Tbal  they  understood  that  I  had  favored  the  idea  of 
H  division  of  the  Yearly  Meeting;  which  was  so  fully  answered  at 
thy  daughter's,  viz:  That  no  one  among  us,  to  my  knowledge,  had 
labored  more  to  keep  Friends  in  New  England  to  the  one  faith,  even 
to  that  alone  which  would  keep  us  together,  and  jircvent  our  being 
scsaltered ;  [showing]  that  a  disagreement  in  principle  is  the  root  of 
schism. 

4tb  charge.  That  I  have  corapanied  with  some  young  men*  who 
have  made  a  stand  against  the  unsound  sentiments  of  J,  J*  Gurney ; 
lo  which  1  confess  judgment ;  and  that  I  liave  also  corapanied  with 
Bome  who  are  not  young,  hut  have  the  same  opinions  of  the  same  man. 
But  I  would  say,  that  I  believe  these  with  whom  I  have  compnnied, 
BTul  who  have  taken  the  same  ground,  would  not  suffer  in  point  of  char- 
ftClcJ"  in  ^  comparison  with  others. 

5th  charge*  That  I  suffered  Thomaa  B,  Gould  to  go  witii  me,  as 
companion,  to  Philadelphia.     That  he  went  in  company  with  me,  as  did 
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(livers  other  Friends,  1  acknowledge ;  but  tlmt  he  went  with  me  as  a 
companion,  in  the  way  that  this  phniso  is  unil(irstoo<i  by  Friends,  is 
ahogtthi^r  unfounded;  nur  did  he  pass  tor  sucli  at  any  pkce  wliure  we 
were  j  nor  George  F,  licud  either,  though  hti  lodged  with  me  every 
night  at  Phihuklphiaj  and  is  also  a  sound  Friend ;  nor  am  I  ashamed 
Lo  be  in  compauy  with  either  of  them;  although  neither  may  be  with- 
out his  faults — nor  jet  myself — did  not  think  of  its  being  any  disgrace 
to  bo  Been  with  them. 

6th  charge.  **That  I  suffered  letters  and  extracts  from  John  Barclay 
and  Ann  Jones  to  pass  through  ray  hands  to  others,"  In  answer  to 
this,  I  would  ask,  whetlier  it  would  he  more  hai'm  to  quote  English 
authority  against  vertf  iinmitfid  doctnufs^  or  to  quote  English  aotliority 
in  defence  of  t^ery  unsound  doctruiesf  And  I  would  Jisk  again,  whether 
there  has  not  been  a  great  deal  done  throughout  our  settlements?  in 
America,  in  spreading  English  and  other  letters  in  commendiition  of 
this  very  unsound  man  ?  I  say  unsound  man^  for  he  yet  udhei*es  to  his 
unsound  doctrines.  Again,  whether  thy  colleagues  are  so  much  dia*;at- 
isficd,  and  do  find  as  much  fault  witli  letters  which  go  to  give  currency 
to  the  author  of  these  very  uuifound  doctrines^  as  they  do  with  letters 
which  go  to  expose  and  detect  them  ? 

7t}i  charge.  "  That  I  said  to  N.  Monroe,  that  J.  J,  Gumey  would 
not  dare  to  come  to  New  England."  Now  we  know  the  difficulty 
of  proving  a  negative ; — ^but  I  will  ^ay,  that  I  was  at  Monroe's,  and 
probably  said  something  in  relation  to  the  man ;  but  in  how  many  and 
what  kind  of  words,  I  eaimot  now  recollect;  however,  as  I  know  that 
I  never  had  the  least  expectation  of  our  esciiping  a  visit  from  him,  it 
looks  so  altogether  unlikely  that  I  used  that  form  of  words,  that  I  feel 
safe  in  demurring  to  the  charge ;  however  little  or  nottiing  could  be 
made  of  it,  if  I  Iiad  so  spoken,  more  than  that  I  was  mistaken. 

Now,  if  we  take  all  these  accusations  into  view,  my  dear  Thomas, 
which  of  the  things  complained  of  would  not  be  affected,  in  point  of 
right  or  wrong,  cither  by  the  sotinduess  or  un^jundnesa  of  the  doctrines 
of  J.  J.  Gurney  ?  When  you  say  that  I  have  spoken  against  his  doctrines 
— ^that  1  have  written  against  hia  doctrines — that  I  have  suffered  to 
pass  through  my  hands  letters  which  go  to  discourage  the  imbibing  of 
his  doctrines,  and  to  warn  of  the  consequences  of  doing  so — that  I  have 
companied  with  other*  who  protest  agauist  his  doetrints^  you  say  truly  j 
and  yet  wonderful  it  is  to  hear  you  further  say,  that  his  itnsoundness  of 
doctrine  has  noihing  to  do  unth  my  defence  for  doing  $o  I  !  I  And  as 
wonderful,  tliat  pertinent  evidence,  offered  in  defence  of  the  rectitude  of 
the  course  taken,  sufficient  to  exculpate  from  blame  thy  correspondent, 
should  be  refused ! ! !  I  say  siifBcient,  because  the  refusal  of  hearing 
that  evidence,  proho  factum^  gives  to  me  the  right  of  this  assumption* 
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But  you  seora  inclined  to  resort  to  the  aU^trBct  doctrine,  tliat  a  ct?r- 
titicate  from  a  ooiTusjjonding  Ixxiy  or  Yearly  Meeting  ought  to  defend 
him  against  all  charges  for  wrongs?  done  pieviotis  to  the  dale  of  that 
document.  For  a  full  refutation  of  which  position,  1  refer  to  my  letter 
to  John  Meader. 

But  inasmuch  as  aome  continue  to  advance  an  abstract  proposition, 
you  will  admit  an  abstnvct  solution. 

In  the  civil  department,  we  are  an  independent  nation,  yet  are  on 
good  corresponding  and  commercial  terms  with  Great  Britain;  and  let 
ns  suppose  that  one  of  their  ti-ailing  vessels  had  heretofore,  by  means 
of  an  iuclination  thereto,  and  a  strong  armory,  made  many  captures 
and  had  committed  many  wrongs  upon  the  rights  and  property  of  the 
Araeriean  people. 

However^  in  process  of  time,  the  ^rae  vessel,  having  escaped  retri- 
bution, obtains  R'gular  papers  for  a  general  trading  voyage  lo  our  land. 
Now,  I  would  inquire  whether  it  would  be  any  breach  of  good  faith 
towards  Great  Britain,  civilly  to  n^\  the  commjinder  of  this  vessiel  to 
make  reparation  tor  the  wrongs  which  lie  liad  dune  us?  Or  Avhether 
it  would  be  reprehensible  in  any  of  our  citixena,  to  speak  of  the  wrongs 
which  that  vcii'^el  had  commitied  upon  us,  when  those  wi-ongs  were 
clearly  jirovuble  by  the  register  of  the  vessel,  and  had  been  feariessly 
published  hy  the  commander  throughout  all  the  trading  corapaniea  in 
the  country  ?  Or  whether  it  be  a  breach  of  faith  for  our  government 
to  refuse  to  give  her  returning  papers,  and  a  protection  upon  the  high 
seas,  until  she  would  make  reparation  for  the  wrongs  which  ^he  had 
done  us?  And  inasmuch  as  worldly  property  and  civil  rights  bear  no 
proportion  to  religious  principles  and  Christian  rights,  the  civil  depart- 
ment could  not  |>03aibly  sustain  an  equal  loss  by  means  of  the  strongest 
ship  upon  the  high  seas,  as  would  be  incurred  by  our  Society  in  the 
striking  out  of  even  but  two  or  three  of  the  fundamental  and  distin- 
guishing articles  from  our  confession  of  faith,  as  appartutly  aimed  at  by 
the  person  alluded  to.  But  let  us  stop  a  moment,  and  inquire  whether 
there  have  not  been  some  depredations  committed  during  the  present 
visit. 

First,  he  ju5tities  liis  former  wrongs,  which  i-evives  and  restores 
them  to  the  present  tense,  and  refuses  to  make  tlie  least  concession  of 
them. 

Second,  he  has  himself  been  spreading  defective  books  smce  his 
arrival  in  America-  I  saw  one  which  he  presented  to  a  Friend,  with  a 
note  desiring  his  acceptance  of  it,  dated  Philadtdfihia,  8th  month,  1837, 
and  signed  with  his  own  hand — a  book  recommending  a  fonn  of 
prayer^  and  public  discoursing  upon  Christianity,  distinct  from  the 
mitiislry.    This  is  said  not  to  be  a  solitary  instance.     And  besides  his 
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spi'eading  unsouiwl  books  since  his  arrival,  rnaDj  defective  ideas  of 
ductririe  Iiave  escaped  liim  in  the  GiiUirry;  the  which,  if  collected 
with  the  like  industry  as  ha*  been  obvious  in  some  other  iustunce*,  the 
CiitiilogUL'  would  be  very  considerable- 

Now,  my  dear  friend,  paur^e  for  a  moment,  and  see;  one  man  can 
write,  and  preach,  and  spread  very  unsound  doctrines,  and  Btill  receive 
the  warm  support,  or  defence  of  both  mintslerri  and  elders  among  ug; 
whibt  another,  who  h  afllicted  becaujie  of  the  jeopardy  which  avvait3 
our  Society,  by  meana  of  the  spreading  of  these  unsound  sentimenta, 
and  ventures  to  bear  witness  against  them,  is  consigned  to  rcfiroach  J 
However,  this  case  is  not  entirely  new*;  there  have  been  honest  Friends 
heretofore,  and  undoubti^ly  better  tban  thy  correspondent*  greatly  re- 
proaehed  and  defamed  for  withistaudi^g  unsound  doctrines,  and  even 
disowned;  and  to  what  extremity  this  may  come,  tlie  Lord  only  knows. 
But  there  is  one  thing  whicli  I  de>ire,  and  another  which  1  lanietit. 
The  former  is,  ihat  I  may  be  reconciled  to  whatever  sufferings  may  be 
permitted  to  fall  to  my  lot,  iu  the  discharge  of  duty,  and  myself  made 
to  profit  by  it.  The  latter  is,  that  I  am  not  more  worthy  to  suffer  for 
the  Truth,  and  for  it^  doctrines  and  testimomes.  But  I  might  well  say, 
that  a  releascment  from  labor,  if  the  eDJoymenl  of  peace  and  quietness 
were  be?:towed,  must  be  esli?emed  a  great  favor. 

To  be  reh^a^ed  from  the  labors  and  dangers  of  the  field,  and  yet  be 
pemiiited  to  divide  the  spoil,  Is  a  privilege  of  God's  own  conferring. 
That  precious  peace  and  quietness,  which  is  the  reward  of  honctJt  labor 
in  the  tiekh  h  neverthele^^  the  Iruit  of  tds  abundant  gi'ace;  how  much 
morCt  then,  that  which  fitl3  the  heart  with  peace  and  joy  in  its.  private 
exereii^e  and  retirement  in  the  house  of  prayer,  and  under  its  own  vine 
and  fig-tree,  must  be  of  unutterable  love. 

And,  however  he  who  servelh  at  the  altar  receives  his  portion  of 
the  gtft»  yet,  if  God  be  pleased  to  rcleuse  from  the  service  for  a  time, 
as  he  often  did  our  first  Friends,  and  though  it  were  by  means  of  the 
secular  |)Ower,  yet  it  undoubtedly  contributed  to  their  furthemnce,  and 
greater  depth  in  the  power  of  the  cross  of  Christ — hia  name  be  [^raised ! 
And  my  confidence  in  thee  is  such,  that  it  will  not  be  perilling  the 
pearl  to  acknowledge  to  the  unlxtunded  grace  of  a  good  and  merciful 
God,  ibrough  Christ  Jesus,  in  vouchsafing  to  his  weak  and  unworthy 
menenger,  in  his  late  joorney^,  a  greater  fulness  of  strength  and  under- 
standing, in  speaking  of  the  things  of  his  own  kingdom*  and  power,  and 
glory,  than  he  ever  saw  meet  to  bestow  before ;  ami  my  enjoyment, 
subsequent  to  many  of  the-to  seasons,  was  inexprcsaible.  And  the 
praise  and  the  glory  was  and  is,  as  I  trust,  wholly  rendered  unto  him ; 
for  I  clearly  aaw  that  it  was  entirely  of  him ;  and  to  him  it  was  ren- 
deretl,  in  language  both  utterable  and  unutterable.     And  it  1ms  been, 


JOURNAL  OF  Join?  WILBUR. 


and  remains  to  be»  to  me  an  evidence,  not  to  be  despised,  that  my  good 
God  has  owned  and  does  own  my  sincerity  in  bearing  a  fiutliful  testi- 
mony againjst '"  every  appearance  of  evil/'  and  innovniiun*  upon  our  ine*- 
limabie  testimonies,  both  in  the  times  of  our  former,'  amV  our  present 
trouble:*  and  dangers.  And  that  it  h  his  will  that  I  .should  do  so,  doeg 
not  re«t  [wholly]  upon  his  unmerited  favors  abroad  {as  evidence),  but 
peace  and  quietness  have  succeeded  to  the  fulfilment  of  apprehended 
duty  in  that  ret-pect  at  home. 

Nor  wuH  I  ever  mtire  rlearly  instructed,  than  in  these  la(e  journeys, 
in  relation  to  the  opening  and  shuuing  of  the  fre^h  eprings  of  the  gos- 
pel ministry.  In  one  large  public  Quarterly  Meeting,  and  in  several 
other  iitrge  meetings^  the  ministry  wuh  to  me  "as  a  spring  shut  up, 
a  fuuniain  sealed,"  for  which  I  could  a^^sign  no  other  reason  tJian 
that  the  good  Mmter  would  have  it  so.  But  in  tlie  same  Quarterly 
Meeting  for  business,  which  was  held  the  next  day»  a  very  unusual  flow 
of  the  gospel  life  and  power  (for  me)  waa  witnessed  in  both  the  men's 
and  wonien'i^  meeting. 

The  two  or  three  exceptionable  doctrines  of  J.  J.  Gumey,  alluded  to 
above,  might  be  selected  from  the  many,  under  the  following  head:^ : — 

lat.  Tliat  the  go^jpel  of  Chrij>t,  is  not  in  itself  the  power  of  God 
unto  salvation. 

2d.  That  men  are  justified  by  faith,  without  regard  to  obedience. 

3d.  That  was  the  true  light  which  lightelh  every  man  that  cometh 
into  the  worlds  he  constroea  to  mean  no  more  than  Christ  incarnate, 
"  the  enlightener/'  Let  all  imbibe  these  three  items  of  doctrine,  and 
Quakerism  would  be  no  more. 

Having  a  httle  room  yet  left  upon  this  sheet,  I  will  occupy  it  vfith  a 
few  extracts  from  a  piece  in  my  possession  on  church  order,  as  follow- 
eth : — 

*•  It  would  appear  to  be  at  variance  with  the  very  nature  of  things, 
as  well  as  the  right  order  of  church  government,  and  the  spirit  of 
Christian  diwiplinc,  to  suppose  that  a  person  can  plaee  Immelf,  or  that 
otliers  can  place  him  under  such  circumstances,  as  that  he  cannot  be 
reprehended  for  a  breach  of  faith  in  the  pramulgatlon  of  sentiments 
perversive  of  tlie  established  and  fundamental  doctrines  of  a  religious 
society  to  w^hich  he  belongs. 

"  If  a  way  has  been  found  in  which  a  person  can  be  securely  shel- 
tered and  protected,  under  an  obvious  and  public  vioktion  of  the  doc- 
trines of  his  own  society,  (witliout  concessions,)  then,  indeed,  it  would 
^itftm  tliat  innovation  upon  its  principles  may  be  considered  inevitable^ 
and  without  a  remedy. 

*'  If  a  religious  body  has  no  alternative,  but  to  unite  with  and  to 

*■  Hickfite  troitblea. 
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give  currency  to  the  religious  and  official  standing  of  such  person,  then 
would  it  he  in  vuin  to  hope  for  I  he  presenation  of  the  purest  system 
of  Christifinity,  or  the  best  confessions  of  faith, 

"  But  the  Truth  itself,  it  is  presumed,  has  never  placed  a  man  in  such 
a  condition^  that  his  errors,  wlietlier  doctrinal  or  practical,  could  not 
be  rightly  recognized  and  reprobated,  so  long  as  they  remain  unre- 
tractcd, 

"  Hence,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  anybody,  acting  in  conformity  to 
the  Truth,  should  be  understood  intentionally  to  approve,  or  give  cur- 
rency to  doctrines  which  are  at  variance  with  the  Truth  ;  nor  (hat  any 
rightly  qualified  person  am  be  reprehensible  for  detecting  wwngs 
which  have  been  inflicted  upon  the  Trulh,  and  its  principles,  and  doc- 
trines, as  exemplified  in  the  Holy  Scripture?,  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end;  nor  do  we  find,  in  those  ^cred  records,  that  ihe  name$  of  those 
who  had  committed  depredations  upon  the  Truth  are  spared. 

**  By  the  exercise  and  diciatei;  of  Truth's  principles,  it  was  ths^t  good 
ord<-r  and  wholesome  regulalionj^  were  originally  instituted  and  estab- 
lished in  the  Society  of  Friends^  for  the  protection  and  security  of  its 
doctrines,  as  wtdl  a&  for  the  support  of  lU  moral  economy ;  hence  it  is 
not  to  be  believed,  that  a  wise  and  discreet  exercise  of  that  nrder  can 
ever  lead  to  the  strengthening  or  upliolding  of  error,  or  the  jut^tifiration 
of  wrongs  committed  against  the  author  of  that  order^  to  wit,  the  pi*in- 
ciple  of  Christianity. 

"Tliercfore,  any  ptxjceedlnga  under  a  profession  of  sustaining  that 
order,  if  their  tendency  is  to  strengthen  the  wrongs  done  to  that  prin- 
ciple which  brought  all  good  order  into  existence;  then  sucli  proceed- 
ings, so  far  from  being  the  right  support  of  ffood  order,  are  but  the 
abuse  of  order,  and  can  1m?  accounted  of  no  better  than  an  attempt  to 
support  order  at  the  expense  of  principle,  tlie  parent  of  order. 

I  am  thy  friend,  J.  W." 


To  this  letter,  both  himself  and  his  colleagues  declined  alto- 
gether to  make  any  reply,  or  to  attempt  a  refutation  in  writ- 
ing ;  yet  they  did  not  fail  to  resoirt  to  personal  declamation 
and  high-sounding  words,  in  an  interview  which  they  called 
for,  iti  the  early  part  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  at  Newport,  1840, 
with  an  evident  design  to  alarm  him,  and  to  induce  him  to 
condemn,  not  only  the  course  which  he  had  taken,  but  also 
the  letter  which  be  had  written  to  them  ;  and  because  he  hesi- 
tated, conscientiously  doing  so,  they  cast  upon  him  many  re- 
proaches, and  the  epithet  of  stubbornness,  and  a  disposition 
to  resist  his  friends  and  the  good  order  of  society.     They  also 
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now  denied  the  intimation  in  the  letter,  that  one  of  tbeir 
Dumber  bad  said  that  some  of  /.  X  Gumft/s  doctrines  teere 
persf  mumind.  And  D.  Boffnin  himself  denied  e\er  saying 
any  such  thing.  And  they  further  declared,  that  no  one  would 
know,  by  reading  the  letter,  anything  about  what  transpired 
at  their  meeting  at  Greenwich. 

During  these  interviews,  in  which  the  committee  evinced 
much  excitement,  J.  W.  was  favored  to  endure  their  re- 
proaches and  revilings  without  reviling  again,  and  to  make 
no  concession  or  compromise  of  principle. 

The  fourth  meeting  of  the  committee,  with  some  additions 
to  tbeir  number,  was  held  at  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  and  J.  W.  was 
cited  again  to  meet  with  them,  which  he  did. 

The  committee  now  attempted  reading  extracts  from  his 
letter  to  them,  against  which  they  were  intending  to  join 
issue  J  but  he  objected  to  their  reading  extracts  from  his  letter 
withoot  first  reading  the  whole  Utiefi  and  the  more,  because 
a  number  of  the  committee  now  present  had  never  become 
acquainted  with  its  contents,  except  by  hearsay;  and  because, 
also,  T.  Anthony,  one  of  their  number,  had  told  him  that  he 
had  placed  upon  it,  with  pen  and  ink,  the  inscription  oi  false* 
hoodL  J,  Wilbufs  arguments  for  either  reading  the  whole  let- 
ter or  else  for  not  reading  the  extracts  from  it,  though  strongly 
opposed  by  some,  finally  prevailed. 

After  the  letter  was  read,  some  attempts  were  made  (though 
feeble)  to  read  extracts  from  it,  in  order  for  refutation,  but  in 
this  course  tliey  procx^eded  not  far,  as  J.  W.  now  called  for 
their  objections  in  writing,  both  to  the  course  which  he  had 
taken  in  the  first  place,  and  to  the  letter  itself,  distinctly  and 
severally  giving  their  reasons  for  such  objections. 

This  seemed  to  throw  the  committee  into  considerable  dis- 
order, after  which  their  proceedings  were  irregular  and  des- 
ultory. At  one  time  they  would  declaim  against  his  making 
a  defence  against  his  friends,  and  at  another  time  they  would 
accuse  him  of  having  taken  false  premises  in  his  letter;  and 
again,  D.  BufTura  came  forward  in  a  denial  of  saying  at  Green- 
wich, '*  that  some  of  J,  J.  Gurney's  writings  were  very  un- 
sound," and  attempted  to  change  the  ground,  by  now  adopt- 
ing this  version  of  it,  to  wit,  **  For  argument  sake,  I  will  admit 
that  some  of  J.  J,  Gurney's  writings  are  very  unsound.*'    And 
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John  Meader,  who  jogged  him  at  Greenwichj  and  remarked, 

"/should  not  have  said  so,**  now  responded  to  the  truth  of  his 
present  version  of  it,  and  said,  I  remember  these  were  David's 
expressions.  Why,  then,  asked  J.  W.,  didst  thou  jog  David 
at  Greenwich,  and  say^  "/  should  not  have  said  so?"  But 
before  this  query,  to  which  John  Meader  made  no  reply,  sev- 
eral of  the  committee  had  indorsed  his  present  statement  of  it. 

Finally,  as  Andrew  Nichols  had  said  nothing  to  this  dis- 
puted point,  they  called  on  him  to  testify  in  regard  to  it ;  and 
though  a  diifident  man,  he  did  say  to  David,  the  words  which 
thou  hast  now  prefixed,  were  not  prefixed  at  Greenwich,  thy 
words  then  were,  *'  1  acknowledge  that  some  of  the  doctrines 
of  J,  J.  Gorney  are  very  unsound/*  And  so  ended  this  part 
of  the  discussion. 

After  having  been  together  near  four  hours,  they  began  to 
talk  of  what  course  should  be  taken,  inasmuch  as  the  object 
of  their  meeting  had  not  been  attained.  Two  of  the  com- 
mittee proposed  to  burn  the  papers  and  drop  the  subject  alto- 
gether ;  but  others  hesitated.  J.  Wilbur  had  complained  of 
the  injustice  and  severity  of  their  charges  thrown  out  against 
him,  of  the  aspersion  of  falsehood  indorsed  upon  his  letter, 
Baying,  that  he  had  never,  in  speaking  of  them,  or  of  J.  J» 
Gurney,  made  use  of  such  language,  In  answer  to  which 
T.  A.  said,  "  1  don't  tliink  that  John  Wilbur  meanl  to  say  any- 
thing in  that  letter  which  was  untrue."  J.  W.,  after  repeating 
his  request  to  be  furnished  with  their  complaint  in  wTiiing, 
withdrew,  in  order  to  remove  all  embarrassment  from  their 
deliberations. 

From  this  time  J.  W.  heard  nothing  of  the  intentions  of 
the  committee  until  the  hokling  of  the  Select  CiuarterJy  Meet- 
ing at  Somerset-,  in  the  11th  month  following,  wherein  his 
sufferings  were  by  no  means  inconsiderable  in  consequence  of 
their  bringing  the  case  to  view  before  that  meeting;  but 
silence  was  believed  to  be  his  lot  and  ground  of  safety. 
After  meeting,  he  was  called  upon  to  meet  them  that  after- 
noon at  three  o'clock  ;  but  not  feeling  ready  in  his  own  mind 
therefor,  and  having  other  good  reasons,  he  declined  an  inter- 
view on  that  day,  but  informed  them  that  he  would  wait  on 
them  the  next  day,  or  at  any  future  time,  as  they  would  best 
like.  Accordingly  he  was  notified  the  next  day,  after  Quar- 
25 


S9& 


JOUBNAL  OF  JOHN  WILBrR. 


tcrly  Meeting,  to  mpet  them  on  the  following  morning  at  the 
Boiirding  School  at  ProT.ndence,  to  which  he  agreed ,  and  met 
them  there  accordingly  on  6th  day  morning,  the  6th  of  11th 
month,  to  wit,  six  men  and  two  women.  And  after  a*  short 
pause  Rowland  Greene  rose  and  said,  that  passing  over  J,  W.'s 
speaking  of  a  Friend  travelling  in  the  ministry  to  his  disad- 
vantage, they  %vould  proceed  to  read  such  passages  from  his 
letter  as  were  not  satisfactory  to  the  committee,  and  so  pro- 
ceeded to  read  them.  To  which  objections  J.  W,  now  felt  at 
liberty  to  make  some  remarks  and  to  reply  somewhat  in  eonrse ; 
but  withal  again  claiming  the  right  of  !>eing  put  in  possession 
of  their  objections  on  paper. 

With  a  view  of  sustaining  their  charge  of  falsehood  against 
his  letter  they  had  taken  the  ground  at  a  former  interview, 
that  their  censure  of  hira  was  not  for  objecting  to  Jos.  J,  Gnr- 
ney's  doctrines^  but  for  speaking  against  J,  J.  Gurney  himself. 
But,  nevertheless,  their  first  and  prominent  charge  against 
him  at  the  first  interview,  was  that  he  had  "  spread  long  lists 
of  extracts  from  Jos.  J.  Gurney's  doctrines."  It  is  true,  that 
when  at  that  intervieWt  J.  W,  attempted  to  justify  his  having 
done  so,  by  showing  the  unsoundness  of  those  doctrines,  they 
feigned,  in  order  to  avoid  the  exposnre  of  them  even  among 
themselves,  to  let  go  the  complaint,  which  they  had  thus 
emphatically  preferred  against  him,  and,  attempting  to  dis- 
criminate between  the  man  and  his  doctrines,  to  make  their 
charge  against  him  for  objections  to  the  man  only.  Which 
latter  charge  they  never  could^  nor  can  they  ever  substantiate, 
and  consequently  by  this  wily  contrivance  to  shift  their  hold, 
their  whole  fabric  falls  to  the  ground. 

Now,  at  this  meeting  at  Providence,  J.  W,  inquired  of  them 
whether  they  were  now  disposed  to  relinquish  their  first  cliarge 
against  him  of  '*  spreading  long  lists  of  extracts  from  that 
Friend's  doctrines,*'  to  which  several  of  them  responded,  No, 
oh  no.  And  although  J.  W.,  at  Newport,  did  not  feel  himself 
at  liberty,  even  to  clear  himself  irom  many  of  their  accusa- 
tions, yet  now  such  restraint  was  removed,  and  his  mind  was 
tree,  and  opened  in  clearness,  and  strength  was  given  to  speak 
in  defence  of  the  good  cause,  and  to  exculpate  himself  from 
blame  in  so  far  as  he  had  been  endeavoring  to  guard  it  against 
innovation. 
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It  was  not  long  the  committee  pursued  reading  extracts, 

becausi'  of  their  objections  being  so  fully  answered ;  choosing 
rather  to  object  to  the  letter  in  a  more  summary  way,  they 
alleged  that  J.  W.  had,  by  that  letter,  '*  implied  that  the  com- 
mittee were  unsound  as  to  their  religious  sentiments."  To 
this  he  replied,  **  that  no  body  of  people,  or  individuals,  had 
any  occasion  to  fear  that  a  charge  of  unsoundness  could  be 
made  to  lie  against  them,  if  they  had  not  accused  or  identified 
themselvea  therein  by  things  which  they  had  said  or  done — 
that  if  this  committee  would  corae  forward  and  now  disavow 
and  condemn  the  nfmniml  doctrines  of  J.  J.  Gurney,  as  him- 
self liad  doncj  there  was  no  one  who  would  attempt  to  im- 
plicate them  therewith ;  and  he  earnestly  and  affectionately 
entreated  them  to  do  so  for  the  clearing  of  themselves  from 
all  imputation. 

This  proposition  and  entreaty  brought  much  solemnity  over 
the  company,  and  silence  prevailed  until  he  found  it  right  to 
speak  further,  and  to  tell  them,  that  they  had  found  much 
fault  with  him  in  relation  to  expressions  in  the  letter ;  that  he 
as  well  as  they,  had  susceptible  feelings,  and  if  they  would 
give  htm  leave,  he  would  remind  them  of  a  few  expressions 
and  movements  of  their  own  which  had  been  afflictive  to 
him,  and  then  paused  for  liberty  to  proceed.  After  standing 
for  some  time,  he  subjoined,  If  Friends  are  unwilling  to  be 
thus  reminded,  I  will  take  my  seat ;  but  soon  rose  again,  and 
revived  tlie  saying  that  sihnce  g^ves  cousefity  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  tell  them  that  because  he  conscientiously  heyitated 
to  condemn  his  letter  at  Newport,  they  ''charged  him  with 
sitdfborfmcss^^^  and  also,  divers  times,  said  "  that  no  one  could 
tell  by  his  letter  anything  about  what  transpired  at  the  first 
interview,"  [making  the  whole  document  a  fabrication,)  and 
further,  at  Portsmouth,  had  "  pronounced  the  premises  therein 
taken  to  be  false,  and  the  conclusions  therefore  to  be  false  and 
unsound,^'  and  had  inscribed  this  uix)n  the  letter,  and  in  the 
Select  Quarterly  Meeting  but  a  day  or  two  previous,  had 
opened  the  subject  in  a  manner  altogether  uncalled  for  and 
unnecessary,  unless  it  was  needful  to  reproach  him  in  that 
open  manner.  Silence  again  reigned,  until  he  again  pro- 
ceeded ;  the  committee  also  required  of  him  to  hear  them 
read  to  him  an  ationymouB  letter,  reflecting  unfairly  upon  his 
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fMiud  Itet  X  W.  •boold  be  fimoAed  wrA  ^idr  obieGiMM  to 
Ui  letter  mi  paper,  or  witii  a  copf  of  hb  letter  with  tkcfe 
rtjecttoiie  dfiigiwteH  io  tbe  mafgin,  Tbey  ageeed  tfuU  T.  A^ 
wlio  W81  iKii  prewot,  «tKm]df  if  he  was  wilfin^  lamnb  hn 
with  tbein  to  the  one  form  or  the  other.  Bat  still  befofe  we 
p^irtedy  tkey  eo  Cv  leeorered  their  former  feelings,  that  the^, 
or  iiidiiridttab  of  tbem,  were  dUposed  to  annoy  him  witli 
qo^tiona,  if  not  to  entrap  him,  in  an  miproToked  manner ; 
a  prooeea,  in  soch  a  case,  as  dUhooorable  as  it  is  nnchristiao. 
But  the  resolt  was,  that  the  answer  to  ererj  qnestion  they 
askedt  as  well  as  to  every  accusation  they  made^  tended  toc 
tht'ir  iuvn  ciisappointment. 

Oil  the  28th  of  12th  month  following,  Rowland  Grrecne  aiid 
Thotrms  Anthony  of  the  Select  Quarterly  Meeting's  com* 
mittee  came  to  South  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting,  and  at  the 
dose  thereof,  called  together  the  ministers  and  eiders.  When 
convened,  R.  G.  stated  to  them,  that  a  misTinderstanding  ex* 
ipfptl  between  the  Quarterly  Meeting's  committee  and  John 
WJlljur,  a  member  of  this  meeting,  on  account  of  a  letter 
which  he  wrote  to  them,  which  letter  was  very  dissatisfactory; 
and  tlify  jipj»r*4ierKled  that  the  meml>era  of  this  select  meet- 
ing hfid  brrn  Tni«informed»  and  therefore  had  not  a  correct 
knowiedgn  of  the  ca»e ;  that  they  of  the  committee  had  now 
calh'd  tbe  mfiiibrrii  together  in  order  to  give  them  a  right  un- 
dcrst[inditig  of  it.  To  this  T.  A.  subjoined,  that  tbe  letter 
albulcd  io,  contained  tilings  that  were  untrue,  and  again  re- 
pented it — rnnffimfii  things  that  were  not  trne ;  and  then  pro- 
puHi'd  reading  extrjicts  from  tbe  said  letter,  for  tbe  information 
of  the  meetifig,  ButX  W.  proposed  tbe  reading  of  the  whole 
It-iter,  because  divers  of  the  members  had  never  seen  it,  and 
hrcanse  there  was  a  chain  of  connection  throughout,  showing 
a  filiation  of  one  part  with  another  And,  although  tbe  read- 
ing of  tbe  whoh'  jrlter  was  strongly  opposed  by  these  two 
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committee  men,  yet  the  proposition  for  reading  the  whole  pre- 
vailed, and  the  letter  was  deliberately  read.  Now  the  com- 
mitk^e,  instead  of  offering  their  extracts,  and  instead  of  going 
about  to  prove  their  assertions  of  falsehood,  which  they  had 
^aid  it  contained,  propos^ed,  and,  as  they  said,  in  order  to  put 
an  end  to  the  controversy,  to  destroy  the  letter,  with  the  copy 
retained  by  the  writer;  and  at  the  same  time  etoutly  affirmed, 
and  re|)eated  it  agaiti  and  again^  that  the  letter  was  ahogether 
inapplicable  to  what  they  said  to  him  at  Greenwich ;  that  he, 
the  writer,  had  made  his  own  premises  and  drawn  his  own 
conclusions,  &c.  Wherefore  J.  W,  desired  them  to  put  a 
finger  on  one  of  liis  seven  references  to  their  charges  at 
Greenwich,  and  to  refute  it.  This  he  pressed  them  earnestly 
several  tim«?s  to  do.  But  instead  of  doing  it  they  boldly 
affirmed  that  they  never  made  any  charge  against  him  there, 
tibat  they  only  made  some  friendly  inquiries  of  him,  and  thus 
evaded  an  examination  of  the  premises  so  distinctly  grounded 
upon  their  own  charge.  They  had,  in  this  meeting,  made 
both  a  formal  and  formidable  complaint  of  something  which 
he  had  said  or  done,  and  he  now  earnestly  caUed  upon  them 
to  show  what  it  was,  that  thereby  it  might  be  seen  wliat  it 
was  not,  alleging  that,  in  the  civil  department,  a  man  was 
never  so  much  as  brought  to  trial  for  defaming  others,  with- 
out propounding  the  words  cliarged  upon  him,  much  less  sub- 
jected, without  proving  them. 

But  they  now  declined  altogether  an  examination  of  those 
items  in  the  letter  which  referred  to  their  charges  against  him, 
which  charges  w*ere  the  wlioie  occasion  and  groundwork  of 
the  letter. 

And  again,  inasmuch  as  they  had  inscribed  upon  the  letter 
tlus  condemnatory  Erentence,  viz :  that  "  the  premises  therein 
taken  were  faht'y  and  consequently  that  the  conclusions  were 
false  and  unsound^'^  which  inscription  had  been  read  in  this 
meeting,  and  they  had  also  declared  at  the  same  time,  without 
reserve,  that  "the  letter  contained  things  which  were  not 
true,"  he  now  called  upon  tliem  to  make  good  those  high 
charges. 

Being  thus  closely  pressed  to  do  the  thing  which  they  at 
first  professed  to  have  come  for,  they  referred  to  the  passage 
relating  to  their  **  endeavors  to  put  down  those  who  honestly 
25  • 
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withstand  J.  J.  Gurney's  sentiments,"  ajKl  said,  "  those  expres- 
eions  which  they  understood  to  have  been  applied  to  the  com- 
mittee, were  untrue," 

J,  W.  now  reminded  them  of  what  one  of  them,  (R. 
Greene)  said  to  him  whilst  at  Greenwich,  viz:  "  Thou  knew 
that  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee  were  not  willing  that 
thou  should  travel  in  the  miniatry,  and  therefore  thou  ought 
not  to  have  gone  to  Philadelphia,''  and  subjoined,  "and  my 
advice  to  thee  h  to  stay  at  home  and  be  quiet."  To  which 
advice  every  one  of  the  committee  then  present,  except  An- 
drew Nichols  responded.  Knowing  that  these  were  their  own 
words,  they  appeared  to  feel  the  weight  of  their  defeat. 

It  was  observed  by  one  of  the  members  of  South  Kings- 
ton Select  Meeting,  and  seen  by  every  one  present,  that  the 
truth  of  the  passage  referred  to  was  sustained.  To  this 
observation  they  of  the  committee  made  no  reply.  And  then 
again  J,  W.  asked  them  for  other  objections,  if  any  they  Irad, 
tenth ng  to  prove  their  charge,  but  without  effect ;  they  wholly 
declined  challenging  any  other  item  in  the  whole  letter,  though 
once  and  again  called  on  to  do  so. 

And  inasmuch  as  the  committee  had  pressingly  proposed 
the  burning  of  the  letter,  and  had  given  the  a89urance  that  such 
a  measure  would  put  an  end  to  the  whole  controversy ;  one 
or  two  members  of  the  meeting,  seeing  the  utter  failure  of  the 
committee,  and,  as  it  may  be,  feeling  a  little  for  them,  and 
greatly  desiring  the  restoration  of  peace  among  us,  proposed 
to  John  Wilbur  that  he  consent  to  the  consuming  of  the 
papers  that  related  to  this  unhappy  controversy  ;  being  also 
unduly  credulous  as  to  tlie  assurance  given,  that  this  measure 
would  end  it, — not  seeing  the  consequences  that  would  most 
likely  follow  ;  for  should  this  letter  become  extinct,  and  there- 
fore could  no  longer  bear  witness  for  itself,  false  charges 
might  be  brought  against  it,  in  which  case  the  writer  would 
be  left  in  a  very  unpleasant  predicament,  on  account  of  the 
difficulty  of  proving  a  negative  without  a  record.  Moreover, 
another  good  reason  why  the  letter  ought  not  to  be  burnt 
was,  because  the  charge  of  falsehood  was  written  and  re- 
mained upon  it,  and  because  the  writer  of  it  was  now  charged 
in  a  meeting  of  ministers  and  elders,  with  writing  things  therein 
that  are  UfUrue,     Consequently,  for  him  to  consent  to  the  de- 
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stniction  of  the  papers,  until  those  slanderous  charges  were 
removed  and  retracted,  it  might,  and  not  very  unfairly,  be 
construed  as  an  acknovvledgnit-nt  on  the  part  of  the  writer  that 
those  accusations  of  falsehood  were  correct.  Hence  he  saw 
it  much  safer  to  preserve  a  correct  copy  of  the  letter,  and  re- 
solved to  do  so.  ^ 

The  great  efforts  and  unhallowed  means  resorted  to  hereto- 
fore by  the  committee,  to  calumniate  J,  W.,  atid  to  prevent 
hia  having  an  opportunity  to  vindicate  his  cause,  induced  hira 
to  suspect  their  integrity  in  a  professed  desire  and  assurance 
of  a  settlement  through  the  destruction  of  this  letter. 

And  this  suspicion  has  been  since  abundantly  confirmed 
by  the  acknowledgment  of  other  members  of  the  Select 
Yearly  Meeting's  committee.  Thomas  Rowland,  the  one 
who  first  cited  J.  W.  before  them,  having  said  in  a  letter  to  a 
friend,  "  The  burning  of  that  letter  would,  1  conceive,  have 
done  little  if  anything  at  all,  towards  settling  the  ditTiculty  " 

At  the  close  of  this  interview,  J,  W.  asked  T.  A.  for  the 
extracts  which  they  at  first  proposed  to  read  in  that  meeting, 
which  be  declined  giving,  but  handed  him  a  copy  of  the  letter 
with  some  pencil  marks  in  the  margin. 

At  our  Select  Quarterly  Meeting  at  Providence,  2d  month, 
3d,  1841,  the  couimittee  presented  a  report  setting  forth,  as 
near  as  can  be  remembered,  (for  J.  W.  has  been  denied  a 
copy)  that  "a  metnber  of  this  meeting  having  s[)read  reports 
to  the  injury  of  the  order  of  Society,  was  labored  witli  on  that 
account  by  your  committee,  whereupon  the  said  member  wrote 
a  letter  to  them  containing  things  that  were  unjnst^^^  &:c. 

This  report  produced  considerable  expression,  mingled  with 
censure  and  exhortation,  pointedly  to  the  individual,  with 
professions  of  sympathy  for  and  travail  with  the  committee. 
And  it  was  concluded  that  the  subject  should  remain  with 
the  same  committee.  It  was  perceived  by  J,  W.,  t!iat  the 
committee  at  large,  was  resolved  to  drsregard  and  overlook 
the  proceedings  of  the  two  who  had  been  to  South  Kings- 
ton;  he  rose,  on  behalf  of  the  person  alluded  to  in  that 
report ;  requesting  that  the  meeting  would  either  take  up  the 
subject  itself  and  allow  that  individual  a  fair  opportunity  of 
making  his  innocency  appear;  or  otherwise^  instruct  their  com- 
mittee to  do  so ;  stating  that  some  of  their  rmmber  had  con- 
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vened  the  select  meeting,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and 
there  openly  in  the  meeting  brought  complaints  against  him 
of  a  more  aggravated  nature  than  those  stated  in  this  report ; 
but  which  complaints  they  were  not  able  to  sustaiui  and  which 
failure  he  believed  was  obvious  to  every  member  of  that 
meeting;  that  he  had  been  suing  for  sLx  months  past  for  dis- 
tinct objections  to  the  course  which  he  had  taken ;  and  as  he 
thought  obtained  a  promise  three  montlis  before  to  furnish 
him  with  those  objections  ;  but  that  promise  had  not  yet 
been  redeemed.  He  referred  to  the  trial  of  W.  Penn  and  W. 
Mead,  in  London,  to  whom  a  full  and  fair  hearing  was 
promised,  but  which  promise  was  not  fultilletl ;  and  the  court 
seemed  disposed  to  condemn  them  upon  the  reports  abroad 
and  the  prejudice  against  them.  By  which  reference  J.  W. 
suggested  whether  the  reports  abroad  tending  to  produce  un- 
favorable feelings  towards  the  person  alluded  to  in  the  report, 
had  not  in(!uenced  the  minds  of  some  of  his  friends  against 
him. 

The  committee  now  seemed  to  be  brought  to  a  stand  w!iat 
to  say  to  this  statement,  but  one  or  two  of  them  did  say  that 
much  opportunity  had  been  allowed  him  ;  and  referred  to  the 
time  of  one  sitting,  which  they  said  continued  for  five  hours  in 
discussion  of  the  case.  But  he  reminded  them,  and  informed 
the  meeting,  that  his  solicitations  through  that  meeting  were 
the  same  as  now,  to  give  him  a  plain  statement,  on  paper,  of 
their  ground  of  uneasiness;  and  thus  the  subject  was  left. 
But  before  leaving  Providence,  J.  W.  asked  T.  Anthony, 
(who  furnished  him  with  the  co]>y  of  the  letter,)  whether  those 
pencil  marks  on  the  margin  were  intended  to  designate  their 
objections  ?     To  which  he  replied  that  "  he  did  not  know." 

John  Wilbur  received  from  one  of  the  same  committee  a 
previous  notice  to  meet  them  at  Greenwich  on  the  4th  of  5th 
month,  1841,  the  day  before  the  Select  Quarterly  Meeting  there. 
He  went  accordingly,  and  met  with  nine  Friends  of  the  before- 
mentioned  committee,  and  six  of  the  standing  committee  of 
the  Yearly  Meeting.  And  after  a  time  of  silence,  one  of  the 
former  said,  that  inasmuch  as  J,  W.  had  expressed  a  desire 
for  an  opportunity  to  make  his  defence,  the  committee  had 
now  met  to  give  him  that  opportunity* 

He  now  waited  some  time  for  their  complaint  to  be  brought 
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forward  ;  but  not  being  presented,  he  mentioned  that  he  had 
been  waiting  in  expectation  that  a  complaint,  if  any  they 
bad  against  hira,  would  be  pre^sented;  and  that  nothing  to 
that  effect  had  been  given  him ;  that  ait  hough  there  were 
pencil  marks  on  tfie  copy  of  his  letter;  yet  T.  A., who  handed 
it  to  him,  said  he  did  not  know  whether  those  pencil  marks 
covered  the  committee's  objections  or  not;  and  that  therefore 
he  vvaa  not  prepared  to  respond  to  their  complaint,  having 
received  no  other  designation  in  writing  of  their  unea^^ines3. 
But  John  Meader  »aid  that "  John  Wilbur,  having  received  that 
marked  copy  from  tlie  hands  of  the  committee,  he  might  have 
known,  that  it  contained  their  objections."  But  as  one  of  their 
own  number  had  spoken  doubtfully  in  relation  to  it,  J.  W. 
was  not  now  prepared  to  meet  those  objections  specifically. 
But  the  committee  decided  on  going  into  the  consideration 
of  the  case  at  this  time.  Whereupon  he  requested  that  they 
would  allow  him  the  rightful  privilege  of  one  of  two  things, 
viz  :  that  they  would  either  give  him  their  objections  in  writ- 
ing, and  time  to  canvass  them,  or  that  they  would  constitute 
an  individual  of  their  number  as  their  organ  to  speak  on  their 
behalf,  intimating  that  for  one  individual  to  be  laid  under  the 
necessity  of  replying  to  the  objections  and  allegations  of  so 
many,  might  tend  to  an  unreasonable  embarrassment  ;  these 
requests  were  both  denied.  The  Quarterly  Meeting's  cora- 
mitt*;e  plead  that  he  had  been  furnished  as  above,  and  that 
their  objections  were  marked  upon  that  copy,  and  that  he 
might  have  known  that  it  defined  their  objections,  &c. 

It  was  now  proposed,  as  he  thinks,  by  the  Yearly  Meeting's 
committee,  that  the  letter  should  be  read,  and  that  the  Quar- 
terly Meeting's  committee  should  discuss  the  objectionable 
passages  as  the  reading  went  on.  To  this  proposal  J.  W. 
objected,  for  the  reason  that  the  Yearly  Meeting*s  committee, 
(who  were  presumed  not  to  have  seen  it,)  could  not  in  that 
way  so  well  comprehend  it  as  a  whole.  And  so  the  whole 
letter  was  read  without  any  interruption.  And  quite  a  solem- 
nity prevailed  throughout, and  for  some  time  after;  insomuch 
that  it  did  almost  seem  doubtful  whether  the  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing's committee  would  make  any  objections,  nor  did  they  do 
so  until  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee  encouraged  them  to 
bring  them  forward,  saying  that  it  contained  the  insinuation 
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that  the  Quarterly  Meeting*s  committee  were  unsound,  &c. 
Finally  they  attempted,  but  in  so  feeble  a  manner,  and  so 
indefinite,  that  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee  proffered 
their  help,  (though  brought  here  professedly  to  judge  in  a  case 
of  uneasinesa  between  the  Quarterly  Meeting^s  committee 
and  J.  W.»)  in  pointing  out  a  paragraph  or  two  which  they  said 
by  a  reasonable  construction,  appeared  to  them  to  bear  upon 
the  doctrinal  views  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting's  committee. 

But  to  this  J.  W,  said,  as  he  had  heretofore  said,  that  it 
was  not  his  intention  to  charge  the  committee  with  un- 
soundness ;  and  if  it  would  give  them  any  satisfaction  he 
was  still  prepared  to  say  so,  by  way  of  explanation,  and  as 
they  had  asked  the  question,  he  would  say,  that  he  was  as 
willing  to  say  it  in  writing  as  verbally,  as  it  could  not  then 
be  misconstrued. 

These  committees  held  three  meetings  at  this  time  at 
Greenwich ;  at  the  first  of  which  they  gave  occasion  for  J, 
W.  to  mention  the  substance  of  the  interview  of  two  of  the 
Quarterly  Meeting's  committee  with  the  ministers  and  elders 
at  South  Kingston,  and  he  was  astonished  to  hear  them  dis- 
claim having  any  remembrance  of  what  he  related;  and  in 
the  sequel  they  denied  it  I  although  provable  by  every  mem- 
ber of  that  meeting, 

Bavid  Buffum  said  (though  uncalled  for)  '*  that  he  had 
never  read  amjthing  in  J.  J.  Gurney's  writings,  which  he  con- 
sidered unsound,"  (probably  to  redeem  what  he  had  at  first 
said  against  them.)  And  at  the  close  of  the  sitting,  whilst 
many  members  were  yet  present,  Abraham  Sherman,  jr.,  said 
he  believed  that  J.  J.  Gurney's  doctrinesj  when  compared 
one  with  another,  would  very  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  comport 
with  the  doctrines  of  otir  early  Friends.  To  which  William 
Jenkins  and  one  or  two  more  responded,  and  no  objection 
to  either  of  these  affirmations  was  expressed  by  any  one  of 
the  committees  then  present.' 

On  4th  day  morning,  J.  W.  met  again  with  the  committee, 
and  in  a  recurrence  to  the  great  question  of  doctrines,  as 
treated  of  the  preceding  evening,  he  told  them  that  his  fears 
had  not  diminished  by  reason  of  what  passed  yesterday  ;  that 

t  \\i*t^  tden,  we  find  those  committees  voluntarily  irJeiitifyittg  thomselvei  with  the 
»lwclrJiii'»  or  J-  J.  Guniey. 
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one  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting's  committee  had  said  that  he  had 
never  read  anything  in  J.  J.  Gurney'9  T^vTitings  which  he  thought 
unsound ;  and  that  one  of  the  Yearly  Meeting^s  committee  had 
also  said,  that  he  beUeved,  if  we  were  to  compare  one  thing 
with  another,  that  we  should  find  J.  J.  Gumey's  doctrines  to  be 
nearly,  if  not  entirely  conformable  to  the  doctrines  of  our  early 
Friends ;  and  that  one  or  two  more  responded  to  that  sentiment 
But  no  reply  to  these  remarks  is  recollected  to  have  been 
made.  Subsequently,  and  after  some  conversation  not  recol- 
lected, R.  Greene  spoke  at  considerable  length,  in  commenda- 
tion of  J,  J,  Gurncy,  bestowing  high  encomiums  and  much 
praise  upon  him  and  his  services  in  this  country.  Soon  after, 
they  asked  J.  W,  if  he  were  willing  to  commit  to  writing  his 
expressions,  that  he  had  had  no  intention  of  charging  the 
committee  with  unsoundness  ?  to  which  he  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  inasmuch  as  he  had  quite  a  choice  that  such  ex- 
planation, if  made  at  all,  ehooid  be  in  writing;  and  proposed, 
if  A,  S.  had  a  pencil,  that  he  should  sketch  it  out,  (meaning 
then  while  we  were  sitting.]  Bnt,  contrary  to  his  expecta- 
tion, the  committee  proposed  to  rise,  and  did  so.  After  the 
sitting  of  the  Select  Quarterly  Meeting,  he  was  requested  to 
meet  the  committee  again  next  morning  at  nine  o'clock* 

On  lii^h  day  morning,  when  assembled,  A.  S.  read  a  paper, 
not  only  embracing  the  explanation  agreed  to,  but  a  condem- 
nation of  expressions  contained  in  his  letter,  and  so  shaped, 
as  J.  W,  thought^  that  they  could  apply  it  to  any  part  of  the 
letter  they  might  choose,  and  thereby,  if  they  pleased,  make 
him  appear  to  retract  the  whole  letter,  and  the  whole  ground 
which  he  had  taken  against  the  doctrines  of  J.  J.  Gurney,  as 
well  as  his  objection  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Quarterly 
Meeting's  committee ;  hence,  of  course,  he  refused  to  sign  it, 
but  asked  them  to  what  expressions  in  the  letter  they  alluded  ? 
A.  S.,  the  writer  of  the  paper,  first  referred  to  J.  W.'s  saying 
that  D.  Buflum  "  acknowledged  that  some  of  J.  J.  Gurney's 
writings  were  very  unsound,"  when  David  arose  and  denied 
making  such  expressions.  But  J.  W.  now  related  the  conver- 
sation that  led  to  it,  and  mentioned  J,  Meader's  expression  of 
dissatisfaction  wnth  it  at  the  time,  vvhen  he,  retnarked,  "  / 
should  not  have  said  so."  J.  W.  then  called  on  Andrew 
Nichols  (who  had  not  arrived  until  this  morning)  to  state  his 
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uuderstanding  of  what  D.  B.  said  at  the  time  alluded  to.  And 
he,  althouifli  hiickward  about  testifying,  gave  it  verbatim  as 
the  letter  «ktat<»d  ;  and  immediately  that  subject  was  drojiped. 

A»  8horman  then  referred  to  the  passage  in  the  letter  which 
dttVi*.  "  Wh«*n  you  say  that  I  have  spoken  against  the  doctrines 
of»l.  ♦!.  li.,  «k.c,,*'  and  said,  '*  that  the  committee  alleged  that 
Jt  W.  had  attributed  expressions  to  thera  which  they  had  not 
inndr  Uic  of." 

H«  now  plainly  stated  to  them,  that  at  the  first  interview 
(And  previously  to  his  proposing  to  read  extracts,)  they  didj  and 
with  Home  severity^  *'  censure  him  for  spreading  extracts  from 
Hirt  do(!trines  of  J.  J.  Gurney,"  but  that  on  his  producing  those 
extracts,  and  proposing  to  read  them,  for  their  information,  a» 
to  the  extent  of  their  unsoundness,  thereby  to  evince  the  pro- 
priety of  his  showing  those  extracts,  then  it  was  that  they 
cami!  round  and  said  that  the  unsoundness  of  the  doctrines  of 
J.  J.  G.  liad  nothing  to  do  with  J.  W/s  defence.  But  even 
now  (continued  he)  suppose  we  were  to  waive  this  impassa- 
ble ground,  and  look  to  the  restraints  which  the  Select  Quar- 
terly Meeting^s  committee  essayed  to  lay  upon  him  at  that 
time,  and  inquire  for  what  cause  ?  Let  the  answer  be  in  their 
own  language — for  his  having  spoken  against  J.  J.  Gnrney, 
This  was  effectually,  and  to  every  intent  and  purpose,  miiking 
him,  so  far  as  such  could  make  him,  an  offender^  for  speaking 
against  the  {loctrines  of  .L  J,  Gurney,  and  not  otherwise,  be- 
cause it  was  his  doctrinal  characteristics  only  that  were  implied 
in  these  animadversions.  And  if  the  committee  can  separate 
the  difeirincs  from  the  man,  bo  he,  as  well,  can  separate  the 
rnan  from  his  doctrines. 

In  the  next  place,  A.  S.  spoke  at  some  length  in  denuncia- 
tion of  the  course  which  J.  W.  had  taken,  and  much  in  the 
same  strain  as  did  the  Quarterly  Meeting's  committee,  in 
the  first  place  at  Greenwich,  affirming  it  to  have  been  a 
breach  of  order,  <5cc.  The  speaker  appeared  to  understand 
how  to  foreclose  a  reply,  by  immediately  proposing  an  ad- 
journrncnt  on  taking  his  seat,  viz:  to  meet  again  on  first  day 
evening,  at  the  time  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  at  Newport,  which 
Was  agreed  to. 

At  Newport,  1st  day  evening,  the  13th  of  6th  month,  1841, 
*he  committee  again  met  j  J.  W,  being  pre8ent>,  let  them  know 
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that  he  had  responded  to,  or  rather  vindicated  the  passages 

marked  on  their  copy  of  his  letter  to  the  Quarterly  Meeting^s 
committee,  and  now  desired  to  be  furnished  with  tlieir  objec- 
tions, in  writing,  in  relation  to  the  stand  which  he  had  made 
against  the  ^Titings  of  J.  J.  Gurney* 

They  now  denied  having  said,  at  their  last  meeting,  that  the 
marked  passages  includetl  the  committee's  objections,  and  J. 
Meader,  the  very  man  who  then  said  that  "J.  W,  might  have 
kno%vn  that  the  marked  passages,  coming  from  the  committee^ 
did  include  their  objections  to  the  letter,"  now  said,  that  it 
was  himself,  unauthorized  by  the  committee,  who  marked 
those  passages* ;  and  that  they  did  not  include  all  the  com- 
mittee's objections  to  that  letter  ;  to  the  last  assertion,  to  wit, 
that  they  did  Ttot  include  all  their  objections^  several  others 
responded* 

Then,  after  reminding  them  of  the  promise  in  the  lltb 
month,  to  furnisli  him  with  their  objections,  and  of  their 
assumption  in  the  5th  month,  that  they  had  done  so,  aa 
related  to  the  letter ;  he  called  upon  the  committee,  most  seri- 
ously, to  furnish  him  with  a  plain  account  of  their  dissatis- 
faction with  him  on  paper,  in  a  manner  which  could  no  more 
be  changed,  averring  that  the  allegations  and  complaints 
against  him  had  been  several  times  changed!  But  they  said 
he  knew  enough  already  of  their  dissatisfaction,  and  utterly 
refused  to  give  him  a  written  recital  of  their  uneasiness ! 

How  belt,  he  told  them,  that  such  waa  not  only  his  right, 
but  altogether  reasonable. 

Wherefore  he  now  told  them  that  if  they  persisted  in  a 
refusal,  there  would  be  no  use  in  his  meeting  them  any  more. 

Much,  however,  was  said  by  this  committee,*  (which  now 
amounted  to  about  thirty  persons  together,  at  this  time,)  and 
endeavors  were  not  wanting  to  place  him  in  a  fearful  and 
alarming  position*  They  ultimately  resorted  in  turn  to  per- 
suasion, exhortation,  and  denunciation,  in  order  to  obtain 
concessions  from  him ;  at  one  time,  repeatedly  said,  that  it 
was  but  a  little  they  would  require  of  him  to  say  ;  at  another 
time  proclaimed  him   to  be  in  a  dangerous   position ;    and 


*  The  Select  Quarterly  Moetiiif?**  comraittco  Imd  now,  as  tliey  said,  reiigned  their 
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again  they  told  him,  that  he  was  in  a  dark,  hard  state  of 
mind !  After  laboring  in  this  way  for  some  time,  they  eon- 
chided  that  a  smaller  number  would  be  better,  to  labor  in  a 
more  private  way ;  and  so  appointed  about  half  a  dozen  out 
of  the  number  for  the  purpose,  and  adjourned  till  3d  day 
evening.  This  sub-committee  requested  him  to  meet  them 
next  morning  at  7  o^clock,  which  he  did.  But  during  the 
recess,  and  on  much  deliberation,  he  became  more  and  more 
confirmed  in  the  belief,  that  he  could  not  safely,  in  any  man- 
ner whatever,  retract  the  course  which  he  had  taken.  In 
which  conclusion  he  had  the  unity  as  well  as  the  sympathy 
of  his  friends^ 

When  this  sub-committee  met,  he  told  them  that  he  had 
but  very  little  to  say,  that  his  mind  had  been  deliberately 
made  iip,  that  he  could  make  no  concessions,  and  therefore 
was  disposed  to  withdraw  ;  that  the  committee  could  take 
such  course  as  they  thought  proper.  But  they  seemed  very 
unwilling  he  should  go  out,  and  proposed  that  he  read  his 
defejice  to  such  objections  as  he  had  akeady  received  from 
the  ct>mmittee,  but  he  said  there  would  be  no  use  in  answer* 
ing  to  a  part  of  an  indictment,  before  it  was  finished,  or  the 
whole  l>ronght  in,  which  they  could  not  gainsay,  but  seemed 
inclined  to  administer  more  exhortation,  and  to  show  him  the 
danger  of  his  condition;  and  so  he  stayed  until  he  supposed 
all  had  done.  They  were  quite  importunate,  however,  that 
he  would  meet  the  full  committee  the  next  evening,  but  he 
gave  them  no  encouragement  of  doing  so,  and  did  not  meet 
them* 

At  the  close  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  he  was  invited  into  the 
committee  room,  where  he  met  with  three  or  four  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  where  the  question,  whether  he  would  take  the 
advice  of  hie  friends,  was  urged  by  one  of  them  ;  which  waa 
only  answered  by  asking  him  whether  he  was  prepared  to 
give  advice;  intimating  that  it  would  be  time  enough  for  them 
to  ascertain  that  fact,  when  their  advice  was  given. 

These  few  uow  importuned  most  earnestly  that  J.  W. 
would  make  at  least  some  little  concession,  and  asked  him  if 
he  would  not  say  this,  viz :  "  If  I  have  done  ^vrong,  I  ana 
sorry  for  it,"  To  which  he  replied,  this  is  by  no  means  a 
proi>er  way  [for  a  transgressor]  to  make  satisfaction.     They 
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filially  asked  him  if  he  would  not  meet  the  whole  commit- 
tee next  morning,  and  pressed  him  to  do  so;  but  he  did 
not  promise,  telling  them  he  should  take  the  advice  of  his 
friends. 

Sixth  day  morning,  agreeably  to  the  counsel  of  hh  fricnda, 
he  again  met  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee,  and  was  there 
again  pres^sed  to  make  them  sati^^factioii  by  acknowledgment, 
and  R.  G.  undertook  to  give  a  history  of  the  case,  but  stated 
it  in  the  most  aggravated  point  of  view,  omitting  the  circum- 
stances militating  against  the  committee,  and  in  favor  of 
J.  W.  However,  as  the  latter  had  before  concluded  to  make 
no  defence  before  the  committee,  until  they  had  allowed  htm 
the  just  right  of  having  a  plain  account,  in  writing,  of  all 
their  charges  against  him,  he  told  them  that,  however  unjust 
and  aggravated  that  statement  was,  he  should  make  no  formal 
defence.  Subsequently,  his  letter  to  the  committee  was  read, 
and  when  accomplished,  reference  was  made  by  them  to  the 
denial  therein  contained,  of  the  right  or  authority  of  that  com- 
mittee to  reprehend  him  in  the  form  and  manner  they  had 
done.  He  now  called  for  a  copy  of  the  minute  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Select  Quarterly  Meeting's  committee,  but  it  was 
not  produced;  and  then  stated  that  he  had  applied  to  the 
clerk  of  the  meeting  which  appointed  them,  for  a  copy  of  that 
minute,  but  he  had  'refused  to  give  it.  And  so  they  were 
pleading  for  assumed  powers  while  they  refused  to  produce 
evidence  of  having  such  powers.  He  then  related  the  purport 
of  the  minute  of  their  appointment,  substantially  ats  it  was, 
which  they  had  no  right  to  gainsay,  as  the  only  evidence 
was  in  their  hands,  and  ikat  a  matter  of  record. 

He  stated  to  them  a  supposed  case  where  defective  accounts 
should  be  sent  from  one  of  the  Quarters  to  the  Yearly  Meet^ 
ing,  and  a  committee  appointed  on  that  account,  and  asked 
whether  such  committee  would  have  a  right,  under  that 
appointment,  to  go  all  over  the  Yearly  Meeting  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  authority  thus  conferred  upon  it.  To  this  they 
made  no  reply. 

Tliey  now  professed  to  have  in  their  posses^iion  other  com- 
ptaints  agaittst  him,  of  iMch  thnj  had  not  yet  told  him  I  He 
then  desired  that,  if  tliey  had  otlier  charges  against  him, 
they  would  be  so  good  as  to  bring  them  forward,  as  well  as 
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those  of  which  they  professed  that  he  had  safficietil  kii 
edge,  so  that  he  might  have  a  plain  list  of  the  wboic 
which   one   of  them  replied,  that  they  had   majMf 
[He  supposed  tliat  they  made  this  pretence  of  haviti^' 
charges   in  store,  for  the   purpose   of  alarming   him, 
induce  him  to  yield  to  their  demand*.)     But  no  eni 
ment  was  given  of  letting  him  know  what  they  were, 
of  oiaking  tangible  on  paper  anything  of  the  kind  wl 
In   answer   to  their   frequent  demands  for  concessic 
replied,  now  near  the  close,  that  there  were   many 
and  probably  in   all  parts  of  the  Society,  who  were 
united  in    making   a  stand    against  the    unsound  dcN^ 
spread  abroad  among  us,  and  that  with  thera,   and 
same  cause,  he  had  taken  a  pretty  prominent  part;  the: 
if  he  should  now  condemn  his  having  withstood  thos-<^' 
trines,  he  would  inflict  a  wound  upon  the  good  cause^ 
upon  the  feelings  of  his  friends,  as  well  as  upon  his  own f 
science.     To  this  one  repliedj  that  those  alluded  to  in 
parts  of  the  Society,  were  as  likely  to  be   mistaken  as 
John  Wilbur.     To  which  he  saw  fit  to  make  no  reply. 

This  committee,  as  it  appears,  were  desirous  that  he  shoold 
say  something  that  they  could  call  a  condemnation  of  errm 

which  he  had  commilfed,  and  then  to  liberate   him  bv  tkf 

* 

pardon^  and  in  that  way  cast  a  stignta  upon  him,  and 
the  cause  which  he  had  supported;   and  which  would  go 
strengthen  the  doctrines  which  he  had  reprobated.     This 
couM  no  more  agree  to,  than  George  Fox  and  others 
agree  to  be  released  from   prison,  under  tlie   sentence  of 
piemunircj  by    a  pardon  from   the  king,  the  acceptance 
which  would   have  implied  a  confession  of  guilt.     Geof 
Fox  therefore   declared,  that  he  would  rather  have  lain 
jail  all  his  days,  than  to  act  in  any  way  dishonorable  to 
Truth,  or  as  implying  trauMgression  on  his  part. 

Considerable  more  parsed  in  the  course  of  these  discuMio* 
that  was  not  essential  to  the  merits  of  the  controversy,  aud 
therefore  omitted. 

At  uur  Select  Quarterly  Meeting  in  the  11th  month  foIl( 
ing,  and  in  the  forepart  thereof,  divers  pointed  declriratioi 
were  thrown  out,  evidently  aimed  at  J.  W.,  which  pai 
without  remark ;  but  near  the  close  of  the  business  p.irt  rf. 
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that  meeting,  one  of  its  committee  fell  to  censuring  South 
Kingston  Sflect  Meeting,  for  sending  up  to  that  meeting,  as 
representative,  one  who  was  under  tlie  care  of  a  committee 
of  that  meeting.  And  now,  although  J.  W.  had  let  past*, 
without  remark,  those  pointed  declarations  which  were  aimed 
at  liim^  (he  having  a  right  to  do  so,)  yet  when  the  proceedings 
of  the  meeting  from  which  he  was  there  as  a  representativej 
were  condemned,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  come  forward  in 
vindication  of  its  rights;  and  he  informed  the  meeting  that 
Friends  of  South  Kingston  Meeting  believed  that  this  meet- 
ing's committee,  not  being  appointed  for  that  purpose,  had 
interfered  with  and  invaded  the  rights  which  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing had  confided  to  it,  and  to  all  others  within  its  limits,  of 
that  description  ;  and  that  in  a  manner  unauthorized  by  dis- 
cipline, and  that  this  interference  was  therefore  gratuitous  ; 
and  further  said,  that  su]>erior  meetings  and  their  committees 
were  bound  to  move  through  the  regular  and  defined  channels 
of  the  same  discipline,  which  was  to  govern  thosje  of  an  infe- 
rior order,  as  well  as  individuals.  To  which  no  one  responded, 
for  the  meeting  immediately  rose. 

In  the  4th  months  1842,  fifteen  in  number  of  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing's committee  attended  South  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting, 
and  brought  a  vohnninous  complaint  against  him,  without  any 
previous  notice,  and  literally  made  good  their  assertion  eight 
or  ten  months  before,  viz:  that  they  batl  many  things  against 
him,  of  which  they  had  not  yet  told  him.  So  they  did  in- 
deed couch  divers  charges  in  this  complaint  which  they  had 
never  before  brought  against  him  as  such. 

This  attempt  by  force  of  numbers,  as  it  appeared,  to  com- 
pel the  Monthly  Meeting  to  take  immediate  measures,  so  con- 
trary to  the  usual  course  of  business,  by  overseers,  and  through 
a  preparative  meeting,  caused  a  loss  of  confidence  in  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Monthly  Meeting,  and  raised 
the  question  in  many  minds,  What  can  be  the  merits  of  a 
complaint  which  they  dare  not  venture  with  the  overseers 
and  preparative  meeting,  nor  even  with  the  Monthly  Meet- 
ing, without  so  great  a  number  to  enforce  it?  Not  that  the 
Monthly  Meeting  was  unwilling  to  recognize  it,  through  the 
usual  channel  prescribed  by  discipline  and  the  order  of  so- 
ciety.    Nor  was  J.   W.  unwilling  that  this  case  should  be 
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submitted  to  Sooth  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting  for  decision 
in  a  regnlar  manner  according  to  discipline. 

The  complaint  thus  irregtilarly  brought  into  the  Monthly 
Meeting  is  as  follows : — 

T&  S(mdt  Kingston  Mmih%  M$&img  €f  Friends  :~~ 

We,  the  commit  tee  appointed  by  I  he  Yearly  Meeting  \o  extend  a 
general  care  on  its  behalf,  for  the  znainteiiance  of  our  Christian  prin- 
ciples and  testimonies,  and  the  preservation  of  love  and  unity  among 
our  meinbers,and  in  the  ability  that  may  be  afforded  us  to  assist  and 
advise  such  meetings  and  member»,  as  circumstances  may  require,  and 
way  open  for,  under  the  direction  of  best  wisdom,  having  had  our 
mindd  introduced  into  deep  concern  and  exercise  on  account  of  the 
course  pursuetl  for  some  time  past  by  John  Wilbur,  a  member  of  S<:»uth 
Kingston  Monthly  Meeting,  in  the  station  of  a  minister,  believe  the 
time  has  now  come,  for  us  to  -^tate  some  of  the  particulars,  wherein  he 
has  departed  from  the  good  order  of  our  religioos  Society,  in  the  dis- 
regard of  our  Christian  discipline. 

He  has  circulated  an  anonymous  pamphlet,  wliich  impeaches  the 
character  of  our  Society,  and  in  which,  some  of  it^  ira|>ortant  doctrinea, 
aa  exemplified  in  the  religious  engagements  of  some  of  its  faithful  min- 
i»terH«  are  reproachfully  held  up  to  view ;  and  puqwrts  to  contain  the 
proceeilings  of  London  Yearly  Meeting  of  Mini^.ter-i  and  Eldei-s,  with 
the  sentiments  of  divers  Friends  thereiii  muiied,  when  the  subject  of 
liberating  a  minister  to  visit  this  country  was  before  that  meeting. 
The  object  of  which,  together  with  sundry  letters  which  he  has  circu- 
lated, appears  to  be  to  induce  the  belief  that  the  conceni  did  not  receive 
the  unity  of  the  meeting,  and  tliat  the  clerk  did  not  act  in  conformity 
with  the  true  sense  and  judgment  of  the  meeting  in  signing  the 
certificate^  thus  endeavoring  no  invalidate  lx)th  the  [iroceedings  and 
conflusion  of  a  me€?ting,  in  unity  with  this  Yearly  fleeting,  and  who>e 
certilirate  on  behalf  nf  ilie  same  Friend  was  receiveil  and  nntted  with, 
as  entered  on  oiir  reeonU,  And  while  the  Friend  was  in  this  country, 
and  engaged  in  the  disdmrge  of  his  apprehended  religious  duty,  with 
full  certificates  of  unity  from  the  Monthly  and  Quarterly  Meetings  of 
whi(3h  he  is  a  member,  and  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  El- 
ders of  London,  and  which  were  duly  [presented,  rticcived,  and  accred- 
ited, in  all  tlie  Yearly  Meetings  in  this  euunlry  except  one,  which  he 
did  nut  attend ;  and  thus  wus  he  at  libiit}'  lor  religious  service  within 
their  limiL's  in  the  full  and  acknowtcdged  character  of  an  approved  and 
authenticated  minister  of  the  Society  of  Friends; — ^Tohn  Wilbur,  for 
the  want,  as  we  believe,  of  an  Inmibte  aliiding  in  tlie  Truth,  has  circu- 
lated divers  letters,  one  or  more  of  which  appear  to  have  been  written 
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in  En^lanil,  and  others  originating  with  liimself,  addi*essed  to  differ- 
ent Friends  in  tlii'?  countfy,  whitli  were  intended  to  fliow  that  the 
minister  thus  liberated  to  religious  service  was  not  tzi  unity  with  \m 
friends  at  home,  contrary'  to  the  long  estabhshed  order  of  our  religious 
Society,  and  designed  to  close  his  way  in  the  minds  of  Friends.  And 
we  also  believe,  tlmt  for  the  want  of  maintaining  his  integrity  in  tlial 
dependence  upon  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  would  have  preserved  hini  in 
unity  with  Friends,  he  hiiis  indulged  m  a  spirit  of  detraction,  in  speak- 
ing and  writing,  by  which  the  religious  character  of  divers  Friends  in 
our  own  and  other  Yearly  Jlectings  has  been  mucli  misrepresented. 

Slany  Friends  were  introduced  into  deep  concern  on  Lis  account, 
and  several  of  them  treated  with  him  in  tenderness  and  love  in  relation 
to  it,  hut  without  producing  any  a]^parent  change  in  his  mind,  and 
there  having  been  a  committee  appointed  by  Rhode  Island  Quarterly 
Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders,  in  the  tifth  month,  1840,  of  which 
body  tie  was  a  member,  on  account  of  existing  deficiencies  as  manifest 
fmm  the  answers  to  (he  queries,  and  under  a  concern  for  the  cause  of 
Truth  i  and  tliey  having  been  made  actiuainted  with  John  Wilbur's 
oour-^e,  as  last  above  stated,  and  he  having  made  divers  assertions 
ten'ling  to  induce  di^s^itisfaclion  among  Friends,  and  with  the  proceed- 
ings of  our  Yearly  Meeting  in  various  partieulars,  and  calculated  to 
produce  division  therein,  find  also  to  disturb  the  unity  of  different 
Yearly  Meetings,  and  to  alienate  the  feelings  of  their  member^  from 
each  other,  sought  an  opportunity  with  him,  in  wtiich  they  endeavoie<l 
to  show  him  the  effects  of  his  pi\>ceedings  both  upon  himself  and  others  ; 
but  be,  so  far  from  receiving  these  hibors  of  love  in  tlie  spirit  in  which 
tliey  were  administered,  soon  after  wrote  a  letter  to  one  of  the  commit- 
tee, in  which  he  made  unjust  insinuaiions,  and  preferred  charges  against 
them  which  they  deny  in  point  of  fact. 

They,  nevertheless,  continued  their  cjire  and  labor,  but  his  mind  ap- 
pearing closed  against  their  advice  in  the  5th  month,  1841: ;  we,  at  their 
request,  believed  it  to  be  our  duty  to  extend  care  in  bis  case ;  and  it  is 
with  deep  regret  and  sorrow  we  have  observed  the  etlect  his  course  of 
conduct  lias  produced,  in  lessening  that  regard  for  the  wholesome  re- 
straints of  the  discipline,  and  for  the  labor  of  faithful  Friends,  for  the 
preservation  of  that  good  order,  love,  and  unity,  which  are  essential  to 
the  [>eaee  and  welfare  of  the  body, 

IVc  have  had  repealed  opportunities  with  him,  in  which  we  have 
labored  to  convince  him  of  his  errors,  but  this  desiiable  object  not 
having  been  accomplished,  and  after  waiting  several  months  to  afford 
him  opportunity  to  make  satisfaction  for  Ins  deviation,  and  two  of  the 
committee  havhig  unavailingly  visited  him  on  this  account  at  his  own 
liouse,  and  there  not  appearing  that  change  in  his  mind  which  is  neces*- 
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sary  to  his  being  rCi^toretl  to  the  unity  of  Friends,  we  now  belit-ve  it 
incumbent  upon  usi  in  Ji.^chargt^  of  the  service  conlided  to  us  by  the 
Yi'nrly  Alccling,  to  recommend  his  case  to  the  imtuediale  notice  and 
ear*i  of  South  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting. 
Providence,  m  Mo.,  23, 1842. 


(Signed,) 
Rowland  Greene, 

JuHN    OsUOltNE, 

Caleb  NtciioLs, 
Daniel  Taber, 

El>WARD    WiNO, 

Thomas  Antiioxy, 
Elizabeth  Header, 
Allen  Wing, 


Perez  Peck, 
David  Buefdm, 
John  ^Ieadek^ 

W 1  L  L  t  A  M    J  EN  KINS, 

Mary  Win«, 

Olive  Wing, 
Mary  B.  Allen. 


After  the  reading  of  the  complaint,  the  Yearly  Mecting*s 
committL»e  proposed  that  the  meeting  should  take  action  upon 
it,  by  appointing  a  comtnittee  on  the  case  at  that  time. 

The  Friend  complained  of,  and  others^  took  the  ground 
that  the  complaint  should  come  to  the  Monthly  Meeting 
through  the  overseers  and  preparative  meeting — agreeably  to 
our  uniform  practice, — *but  the  committee  said  their  authority 
from  the  Yearly  Meeting  was  such  as  to  obviate  the  necessity 
of  such  preliminary  proceedings ;  and  when  it  was  proposed 
that  the  case  should  be  referred  for  a  month,  on  the  ground 
that  the  Monthly  Meeting  was  hardly  in  a  situation  to  act  in 
so  important  a  matter,  on  account  of  the  small  number  pres- 
ent,* the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee  insisted  upon  immedi- 
ate proceedings,  saying  an  addition  could  be  made  at  a  future 
time  to  the  committee  now  appointed,  if  the  meeting  desired 
it ;  and  threatened,  if  the  Monthly  Meeting  did  not  comply 
with  their  advice,  to  carry  a  complaint  against  it  to  the  Quar- 
terly Meeting. 

After  an  expression  by  the  meetingj  in  which  the  greater 
number  objected  to  the  proposed  immediate  action,  the  clerk 
proposed  to  refer  the  decision  of  the  question  to  the  Yearly 
Meeting's  committee,  who  had  been  urging  it  upon  'the 
meeting. 

They  recommended  the  clerk  to  decide ;  which  he  then  did 
in  favor  of  their  views. 

♦  Tlic  MJcetitJH  was  at  this  time  licld  tit  the  most  remote  place  from  the  greiiter  num- 
ber of  Kr»ensl»,  and  the  day  was  wet,  and  conaeqaently  a  smaller  number  than  usual 
were  present. 
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The  members  of  Sooth  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting  gen- 
erally knew  very  little  of  the  merits  of  this  case  before  it 
was  brought  to  them  by  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee. 
At  the  Monthly  Meeting  in  the  5th  month,  the  time  for  which 
the  clerk  was  appointed  having  expired,  a  new  clerk  was 
chosen,  having  the  unity  of  more  than  three  fourths  of  those 
who  expressed  themselvea;  and  those  who  opposed  the  ap- 
pointment did  it  on  the  ground  of  postponing  the  action  of 
the  meeting,  and  not  from  any  expressed  objection  to  the 
person  appointed.  The  former  clerk  having  left  the  table,  the 
one  newly  appointed  was  requested  to  take  his  seat,  but  be- 
fore doing  so,  he  proposed  for  the  former  clerk  to  make  a 
minute  of  the  appointment,  but  the  former  clerk  said  it  was 
not  customary.  The  new  clerk  then  went  to  the  table,  and 
the  business  of  the  meeting  proceeded ;  the  former  clerk^  and 
those  who  had  advocated  the  postponement  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  clerkj  participated  therein.  At  this  time  one  of 
the  committee  in  the  case  of  J.  Wilbur  proposed  that  an  ad- 
dition be  made  to  that  committee,  the  case  being,  as  he  said, 
a  very  important  one,  and  the  meeting,  when  they  were  ap- 
pointed, small.  An  addition  of  five  Friends  was  then  made 
to  the  committee. 

At  the  Monthly  Meeting  in  the  6th  month,  several  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting's  committee  attended,  and  proposed  that  the 
new  clerk  should  resign,  and  that  the  meeting  should  reap- 
point the  former  one;  giving  it  as  their  opinion  that  this 
course  would  tend  to  restore  itnitif  and  harmony  in  the  meetings 
which  they  professed  to  be  the  object  of  their  visit.  The 
committee  said,  their  reason  for  this  advice  was,  that  they 
had  heard  that  the  appointment  of  the  clerk  was  mado  in  a 
disorderly  manner,  and  that  it  was  planned  out  of  meeting; 
but  they  were  unable  to  sustain  these  charges  when  called 
upon  to  do  BO.  A  large  part  of  the  meeting  expressed  their 
satisfaction  with  the  appointment  of  the  new  clerk,  making 
it  evident  that  the  change  proposed  would  not  tend  to  unite 
the  meeting ;  and  the  subject  was  passed  from  without  mak- 
ing the  change. 

A  committee  being  appointed  at  this  time  to  transfer  the 
books  and  papers  of  the  Monthly  Meeting  from  the  former  to 
the  present  clerk,  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee  stated  that 
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they  bad  advised  the  former  clerk  to  retain  them  ;  and  gave 
as  a  reason^  that  they  had  caose  to  apjireht'rid  that  a  srfmra' 
tiofi  was  contemplated  by  South  Kingston  IMonthly  Meeting, 
This  was  disclaimed  by  the  Monthly  Meeting,  and  no  evi- 
dence of  it  was  adduced  by  the  eomiiiittee. 

In  the  7th  month  the  committee  in  the  case  of  John  Wil- 
bur met  for  the  investigation  of  that  case,  and  six  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting's  committee  attended*  Before  the  examina- 
tion of  the  case  was  commenced,  X  W.  desired  to  have  one 
or  two  of  his  friends  to  sit  with  him  and  assist  him ;  and  after 
some  discussion,  in  which  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee 
made  objection  to  his  having  this  privilege,  the  respective 
parties  withdrew,  submitting  the  matter  to  the  Monthly  Meet- 
ing's committee,  who  unanimously  decided  to  allow  J»  W. 
the  assistance  of  two  of  his  friends.  Upon  their  return,  the 
Yearly  Meeting's  committee  still  objected,  and  again  retired 
a  short  time  for  consultation  among  themselves.  On  again 
coming  in,  they  took  decided  ground  that  the  decision  of  the 
Monthly  Meeting's  committee  must  be  reversed  or  they  should 
not  proceed  with  the  opening  of  the  case,  but  should  leave. 
The  Monthly  Meeting's  committee,  on  being  again  appealed 
to,  declined  to  take  from  J*  W.  the  privilege  they  had  granted, 
without  he  should  consent  thereto.  J.  W*  subsequently  did 
consent  to  proceed  without  the  help  of  his  friends,  as  from  the 
determination  of  the  Yearly  Meeting^s  committee,  no  other 
way  appeared  to  go  forward  with  the  case,  with  said  com- 
mittee present,  which  was  to  him  desirable.  During  the 
discussion  of  this  question  of  allowing  him  assistance, 
which  occupied  the  whole  of  the  first  day,  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing's committee  claimed  that  it  was  their  province,  after 
representing  the  ease  on  tlieir  part,  to  join  the  Monthly  Meet- 
ing's committee  in  judging  the  same;  a  position  which  the 
Monthly  Meeting's  committee  were  not  ready  to  allow. 
The  Yearly  Meeting's  committee  also,  during  the  same  dis- 
cussion, denied  that  they  were  complainants  in  this  case  ;  and 
when,  the  next  morning,  they  were  asked  by  J.  W,  whether 
they  still  persisted  in  this  denial,  notwithstanding  their  names 
were  attached  to  the  complaint,  they  made  no  reply.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  trial,  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee  intro- 
duced the  pamphlet  alluded  to  in  the  complaint,  and  which  J. 
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W.  was  therein  charged  with  circulating.  He  requested  the 
pamphlet  might  be  read,  but  thi^  the  Yearly  Meeting's  com- 
mittee opposed,  proposing  to  read  only  certain  extracts  which 
they  had  selected  from  it;  and  said  if  it  was  read  at  length 
ihf^j  should  leave ;  tliey  opposed  it  strongly,  saying  it  would 
make  them  accessory  to  the  further  circulation  of  an  improper 
book)  and  responsible  for  it,  if  read  before  the  Monthly  Meet- 
ing's committee,  but  subsequently  said  they  were  willing  the 
committee  should  have  the  pamphlet  for  examination  I  The 
Monthly  Meeting's  committee,  however,  decided  to  have  it 
read,  and  it  was  read  accordingly*  The  evidence  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting's  committee  in  support  of  the  charges  in  the 
complaint  being  gone  through  with,  X  W.  proposed  in  his 
defence  to  go  into  the  examination  of  certain  fundjirnental 
doctrines  of  the  Society,  as  held  by  the  early  Friend??,  and 
also  of  certain  other  doctrines,  promulgated  by  Joseph  John 
Gnrney,  as  those  of  the  Society,  because  it  was  on  account 
of  his  objection  to  the  latter  that  he  w^as  complained  of.  This 
was  objected  to  by  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee. 

In  support  of  his  right  to  do  so,  J.  W.  referred  to  the  dis- 
cipline, p*  74,  which  is  as  follows  : — 

"Tiie  importance  of  steariru^tly  maintaining  our  ancient  principles, 
respecting  the  doctrines  of  the  gosiiel,  coming  reneweiHy  under  our 
consideration,  we  earne-^tly  recommend  and  enjoin  upon  Quarterly  and 
Montlily  Meetings,  and  upon  till  faidiful  Friend-?,  to  be  watchful  over 
oyr  members,  as  it  regards  the  profession  of  tlieir  faith  in  our  Lord 
Jesu.H  Cbrist,  both  as  to  his  outward  coming  in  the  flesh,  wherein  he 
ta:itetl  death  for  every  man,  and  wiw  the  propitiatory  sacrifice  for  our 
sins,  and  not  for  ours  only,  but  alfsO  for  tiie  sin?*  of  tlie  whole  world, 
suffering  itie  junt  for  the  unju.>-l,  tliat  we  niiglit  be  brought  ujilo  God 
through  him;  and  to  his  spiritual  ai»p<iarance  in  the  heart,  for,  *^unto 
them  that  look  for  him,  shall  he  appear  tbe  second  time,  without  ain, 
unto  salvation,"  Ami  if  in  any  instance  there  sbould  he  manifested 
any  deviation  from  our  Cbristian  principles  in  these  respects,  that  tliey 
proct^ed  to  labor  witb  such  in  the  9[»trtt  of  meekne-*s  and  wisdom,  en- 
deavoring to  bring  them  to  a  aen«e  of  their  departure  from  our  ac- 
knowledged principles,  that  if  possible  they  may  he  restored  to  sound- 
ness of  fuith.  And  if  there  should  lie  any  who  should  persist  in  their 
errorrt,  notwitbstanding  such  labor  in  brotherly  love,  that  our  testimony 
may  be  maintained  by  testifying  against  such." 
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The  Yt'arly  Meetiiijar^s  committee  took  the  ground  that  the 
Monthly  Meeritig's  coramittee  had  no  right  to  sot  themselves 
op  as  judg»^s  of  doctrine ;  and  that  only  two  bodies  are  in  any 
csase  authorized  to  jiidgi^  of  doctrines,  to  wit :  the  Yearly 
Meeting  and  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  ■  that  if  they  entered 
int^i  doctrines  they  woul<l  assume  authority  to  decide  that  the 
great  body  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  are  unsound,  taking  into 
view  the  great  unanimity  of  it,  in  granting  Joseph  John  Gur- 
ney  a  returning  certificate* 

The  Yearly  Meeting's  committee  a^ked  a  decision  of  this 
queslion,  and  after  taking  time  for  deliberation  the  commit- 
tee of  the  Monthly  Meeting  gave  the  following  written  decis- 
ion : — 

'*  Ititi.>tniich  as  the  pomplaint  ngainst  John  Wilbur  charges  him  with 
circulating  an  anonymoua  pamphlet,  in  which  some  of  the  important 
doetrinex  of  our  religious  Society  are  reproachfully  held  up  to  view; 
and  inasmuch  as  the  merits  of  that  matter  have  been  fully  gone  ifito» 
on  the  part  of  the  Yearly  Meeting'd  committee,  and  further,  as  it 
appears  to  us,  that  the  mi-rits  of  this  ease  essentially  def)tMK!s  upon  ihe 
doctrines  vvhieh  iiave  been  caUed  in  question  bj  John  Willmr,  we  have 
concluded  (o  allow  him  to  proceed  with  his  defence,  introducing  such 
evidence;  and  docuiuents  on  these  subjeets,  as  shall  appear  essetitially  to 
relate  to  the  same." 


And,  subsequently,  the  committee  gave  the  following  rea- 
sons for  this  decision,  namely  i — 

"  We  come  to  this  conclusion  on  the  ground  that  John  Wilbur 
has  been  charged  with  circulating  information,  both  in  writing  and 
print,  calculated  and  intended  to  clo&e  the  way  of  a  Friend,  from  Eng- 
land, travelling  among  us  as  an  approved  and  accredited  minister,  as 
well  as  certain  other  oflTences  against  the  discipline  and  order  of  the 
Society ;  and  lie  pleads  in  defence,  that  what  he  has  done  has  been  in 
the  faithful  disctuirge  of  his  appi'chended  religious  duty,  in  guarding  the 
Society  against  the  introduction  of  unsound  and  pernicious  doctrines, 
subversive  of  Quakerism  ;  w^hich  doctrhies  he  maintiiins  were  held  and 
promulgated  by  the  individual  alluded  to.  Now,  aince  oar  Christian 
discipline  enjoim  upon  all  faithful  Friends  to  be  watchful  against  such 
doctrines,  and  to  testify  against  them^  it  appears  to  us,  that  no  less 
oouhl  be  done,  than  to  allow  the  person  so  charged,  to  show,  if  he  can, 
that  he  has  been  acting  in  conformity  with  the  discipline  '  in  such 
cases. 
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"  In  answer  to  the  assumption  of  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee, 
that  we  have  no  right  to  jmls^e  of  doctrines,  and  that  tlie  only  hodies 
authorized  to  do  so,  ure  ihe  Yearly  Meeting,  Riid  the  Meeting  fur  Suf- 
ferings we  would  obj?erve>  that  Alonthly  Meetings  and  committees 
appointed  hy  them,  are  required  to  judge  of  doctrines  in  many  cases; 
as  on  receiving  members,  whetlier  they  embrace  our  prineiples,  and 
sometimes  in  disowning  members  for  an  abandonnient  of  tlicm.  And 
it  will  he  seen  that  the  discipline  above  alluded  to,  would  involve  an 
ah^iurditj  if  this  was  not  the  case,  fur  therein  all  faithful  Frit-nds  are 
enjoined  to  he  watchful  against  the  manifestation  of  unsound  doctrines 
among  our  members. 

"We  acknowledge,  tlmt  the  Yearly  Meeting  has  yery  propei'ly  consti- 
tuted its  Meeting  for  Sutfering?*  th«  body  to  jurlge  of  the  soundae?<d  of 
doctrines  proposed  to  be  published  as  those  of  the  Society,  and  whose 
especial  duty  it  is  to  guard  against  every  inroad  of  error  among  us; 
but  this  does  not,  and  cannot  debar  subordinate  meetings  and  their 
members,  from  thy  rtff/U  and  fluttf  of  judging  for  themselves  in  so  vital 
a  matter  as  the  doctrines  ihey  embrace,  and  bearing  their  testimony 
against  manifest  unsoundness,  in  whomsoever  it  may  appear.  And,  ao 
far  as  our  meetings  and  membera  are  gtiided  by  the  Spirit  of  Truth, 
which  leaib  into  all  Truth,  so  far  there  will  be  an  unity  of  sentiment 
among  them»  and  nil,  as  we  believe,  in  full  acconlance  with  those  doc- 
trines and  principles  so  clearly  and  fully  testified  of,  in  the  early  days 
of  the  Society  by  George  Fox,  and  the  primitive  Friends." 

The  Yearly  Meeting'a  committee  being  mformed  of  the 

decision  of  the  committee  of  the  Monthly  Meeting  on  this 
question,  immediately  withdrew,  taking  with  them  all  the 
papers  and  documents  which  they  had  introduced  to  sustain 
their  charges.  The  Monthly  Meeting^s  committee  continued 
their  sittings  to  the  conclusion  of  the  investigation. 

At  the  Monthly  Meeting  in  the  seventh  month  a  number  of 
the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee  attended*  The  committee 
appointed  to  transfer  the  books  and  papers,  reported  that  they 
were  unable  to  obtain  thein,  the  former  clerk  refusing  to  give 
them  up,  alleging  as  a  reason,  that  the  Yearly  Meeting's 
committee  advised  him  to  retain  them*  It  was  proposed  to 
take  him  under  dealing  for  the  offence,  and  the  meetitig  took 
the  case  into  consideration,  denying  the  right  of  the  commit- 
tee to  interfere  with  the  records.  The  Yearly  Meeting's 
committee  objected  to  his  being  taken  under  dealing,  but 
expressed  their  satisfaction  with  the  continuance  of  the  com- 
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mittee  for  the  transfer  of  the   records,  and  were  willing,  if 
Friends  thought  best,  that  one  or  two  names  be  added  I 

The  Yearly  Meeting's  committee  again  said,  that  from 
what  they  had  seen  and  heard,  they  were  induced  to  believe 
that  a  separation  was  contemplated  on  the  part  of  South 
Kingston  Monthly  Meeting,  in  which  event  they  said  it  was 
very  important  that  the  Socktt/  should  have  its  records,  and 
gave  this  as  a  reason  for  advising  the  former  clerk  to  retain 
them.  Regret  was  expressed  by  the  meeting  that  the  com- 
mittee should  again  allude  to  that  subject,  and  they  were 
reminded  of  the  great  inconsistency  and  impropriety  of  such 
course  ;  professing  to  be  laboring  to  restore  unity  and  at  the 
same  time  talking  about  a  separation. 

The  committee  in  the  case  of  John  Wilbur,  stated  that 
they  were  not  prepared  to  report  at  present.  One  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting's  committee  made  inquiry  whether  no  part 
of  the  committee  were  ready;  upon  which  one  of  the  com- 
mittee s1:atedj  that  two  of  them  had  a  report  in  readiness. 

The  Yearly  Meeting*s  committee  advocated  the  reading  of 
this  report  of  two  out  of  a  committee  of  nine,  but  the  meet- 
ing decided  against  it. 

The  seven  members  of  the  committee  who  did  not  sign 
this  report  had  never  had  an  opportunity  to  see  it,  this  intro- 
duction of  it  to  the  meeting  being  their  first  knowledge 
of  it. 

Near  the  close  of  this  meeting,  that  member  of  the  com- 
mittee who  said  two  of  them  bad  a  report  in  readiness,  pro- 
posed tliat  those  in  unity  with  the  Yearly  Meeting,  and  the 
Yearly  Meeting's  committee  and  their  doings,  be  requested 
to  stop  in  the  house  a  short  time,  at  the  close  of  the  meeting. 
With  this,  the  former  clerk  united,  and  wished  the  same  re- 
quest made  of  the  women.  The  Yearly  Meeting's  commit- 
tee encouraged  and  approbated  this  proposal,  but  the  meeting' 
gene  rail  ij  objected  to  it,  on  the  ground  that  it  appeared  to  be 
a  scheme  for  a  separation^  which  it  was  hoped  would  not  re- 
ceive any  encouragement,  and  objected  to  this  test  of  unity 
with  them,  as  an  improper  one,  fully  expressing  unity  with 
tlie  doctrines  of  the  Society,  as  held  by  the  early  Friends, 
choosing  rather  to  commit  themselves  to  principles  than  to 
men.     The  Yearly  Meeting's  committee  made  no  charge  of 
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unsoundness  against  any  j  but  one  of  them  said  that  a  man 
might  be  entirely  sound  in  doctrine^  and  yet  be  very  far  from 
being  in  unity  with  the  Yearly  Met^ting.  The  judgment  of 
the  meeting  was  acquiesced  in'  by  him  who  made  the 
proposition  upon  a  suggestion  of  a  member  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting's  committee,  and  the  subject  was  passed  from- 

This  was  the  condition  of  things  relative  to  South  Kings- 
ton Monthly  Meeting  at  the  time  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting 
in  the  eighth  month,  when  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee 
reported  it  in  a  state  of  disunity,  disorder  and  insubordina- 
tion ;  and  a  Quarterly  Meeting*3  committee  was  appointed 
to  unite  with  them  in  visiting  that  Monthly  Meeting,  while 
the  case  of  John  Wilbur,  about  which  the  Yearly  Meeting's 
committee  had  manifested  such  extreme  anxiety,  was  still  in 
the  hands  of  the  committee  of  the  Monthly  Meeting,  who 
had  not  yet  reported. 

At  the  Monthly  Meeting  in  the  eighth  month,  several  of 
the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee,  and  all  the  committee  of 
the  men's  Quarterly  Meeting  attended,  and  claimed  that  the 
Quarterly  Meeting's  committee  were  incorporated  with  the 
meetings  having  a  right  to  act  as  members,  and  to  advise  and 
assist  the  Monthly  Meeting,  and  that  the  meeting  was  bound 
to  act  according  to  their  advice,  even  to  the  abrogation  of  its 
recorded  acts  for  months  past. 

The  Monthly  Meeting  did  not  allow  this  claim ;  it  expressed 
its  willingness  to  hear  and  consider  whatever  advice  the  com- 
mittee might  ofler,  and  give  it  all  proper  weight,  but  claimed 
the  right  to  exercise,  its  own  final  judgment  as  to  adopting 
it;  acknowledging  itself  responsible  to  the  Quarterly  and 
Y^'early  Meetings  in  the  manner  and  form  prci^cribed  by  the 
discipline,  for  any  breach  of  the  discipline  and  order  of  the 
Society, 

Seven  of  the  committee  in  the  case  of  J,  W,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report. 


"  To  Soui/i  Kingston  MonlMi/  Meefing  of  Friendi^  (o  he  held  at  Ilop- 

kinton,  tlie  22d  of  Stk  mo.^  1342- 

**The  coniniiiitpc  ap|>ointecl  by  South  Kingj^ton  Jlrmihly  Meeting  to 
ireat  with  John  Willnir,  on  account  of  the  cornplaiul  brought  against 
him  by  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee,  have  attended  to  that  seiTice ; 


JOURNAL  OF  JOHN  WILBUR. 

luiving  f^ven  notice  to  ihe  parties  of  the  time  and  place  of  our  meeting, 
John  Wilbur  aud  several  of  the  Yearly  Meelinj^f's  committee  atlenJed 
and  were  lienrtl  ujioti  the  several  matters  coiitiuiieti  in  gnid  ct^iM|ilaint« 

**  MlH>n  u  full  and  deliberate  iiivesii^'atioti  of  llie  ai»e,  our  jmlgment  u 
thul  the  cliarges  ngiiinst  Jolin  Wilbur,  Imve  ntjt  been  sustuiiit'd,  but 
that  hii^  defence  is  suflieierii  to  exonerate  him  frnrn  the  i^ame ;  it 
appearing  from  the  evidence  brought  before  ua^  that  the  complaint 
origitiated  on  account  of  Ji*hn  WilbiirV  laljor^  under  an  apprehension 
of  hi^  religious  duly,  and  in  ecuiformity  with  our  Chrifitian  discipline, 
against  the  introiluction  into  our  Society  uf  defective  principles  and 
doetrlnea,  and  tor  the  preservation  of  those  ancient  testimonies  of 
Truth,  committed  to  us  a^  a  people.  W'e  therefore  recommend  that 
the  eoniplaini  ugainat  him  be  di^niia^ed. 

^HifpkintQn^  &h  mo,,  1842. 

Othkiel  Fostkr, 

WtLLIAM    NtCHOLS» 

John  Foster, 
Isaac  Collins, 
Joshua  Gardner^  Jr. 

SaMUBL    SflKFFIELD, 


Two  of  the  coTntnittee  made  a  coutiter  report.  The  con- 
sideration of  the  first  was  then  entered  upon  by  the  nieeting  f 
and  the  Quarterly  Meeting's  committee  advised  against  it«! 
adoption. 

One  of  the  Yearly  Meeting^s  committee  called  for  an  ex- 
planation of  the  causes  which  led  that  committee  to  leave, 
before  the  investigation  of  the  case  of  J.  W.  was  concluded. 
The  clerk  of  the  Monthly  Meeting's  committee  then  read  an 
Q]itraot  from  the  committee's  minutes,  giving  their  reasons  for 
aUowing  him  to  go  into  an  investigation  of  doctrinee  in  his 
defence.  Tfiese  reasons  were  nut  aliemjded  to  be  controverted 
0t  answered*  The  meeting  gave  a  very  full  expression  in 
favor  of  receiving  the  report  of  the  committee ;  four  fifths  of 
the  number  of  those  who  spoke  in  relation  to  itj  supporting 
it;  and  at  its  final  adoption  only  one  member  of  the  Monthly 
Mooting  spoke  decidedly  against  it.  The  meeting  deliberated 
long  upon  the  subject,  hearing  all  the  committees  had  to  say 
and  when  all  discussions  had  ceased,  and  the  meeting  had 
i^miaiiied  some  time  in  silence,  the  clerk  made  a  minute  ate- 
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cepting  the  report,  and  it  was  sent  to  the  women's  meeting 
for  their  consideration.  The  Quarterly  Meeting's  committee 
united  with  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee  in  advising  the 
former  clerk  to  retain  the  records  of  the  Monthly  Meeting. 

Before  the  report  was  returned  by  the  women,  an  attempt 
was  made  by  two  of  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee,  sitting 
at  the  head  of  the  meeting,  to  break  it  up^  but  it  was  not 
successful ;  and  the  report  was  united  with  by  the  women's 
meeting. 

At  the  Monthly  Meeting  in  the  ninth  month  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  labor  with  Timothy  C.  Collins,  the  former 
clerk j  on  account  of  his  withholding  from  the  Monthly  Meeting 
its  records,  and  the  committee  had  an  opportunity  with  him 
on  that  account;  after  the  opportunity  was  ended,  he  informed 
one  of  the  committee  that  he  had  delivered  our  records  over 
to  the  Quarterly  Meeting's  committee,  who  had  given  him  a 
receipt  for  them,  and  taken  them  away  out  of  the  limits  of 
our  Monthly  Meeting!  Thus,  by  this  bold  depredation  upon 
our  property,  eflectually  depriving  our  members  of  the  right 
secured  to  them  by  the  discipline  of  having  access  to  our 
records. 

At  the  Monthly  Meeting  in  the  10th  month,  four  of  the 
Quarterly  Meeting's  committee  attended  and  presented  the 
folio  wing  written  advice  to  the  Monthly  Meeting. 

**  The  coramtKee  appointed  by  the  Quarterly  Meeting  to  visit  Sooth 
Kingston  Monthly  Meeting,  and  for  other  services,  as  will  appear  by 
the  minute  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  herewith  presented,  now  believe 
U  right  to  state  to  Sotith  Ki(*gston  Monthly  Meeting,  that  having  taken 
into  our  delibemle  foii^iJeiJition,  thtt  proceedings  of  that  meeting  in  the 
Sth  month  la^t,  and  other  prLniuuts  proceedings  ronne^cled  with  it, 
If bich  have  ha<l  the  tiffect  to  produce  the  prei^ent  unha|jpy  tlit!erenfea 
existing  in  that  meeting,  and  the  state  of  insubordination  in  which  it 
now  i^»— have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  placing  of  Samuel 
Sheffield  at  the  table,  to  act  a*  clerk  in  the  5th  month  last,  in  the 
irregular  and  disorderly  miinner  in  which  it  was  effected,  and  by  wliieh 
procedure  the  fi^elings  and  views  at  many  of  the  members  were  wholly 
disregarded ;  and  being  s^ati^lied  that  he  took  lii»^  .seat  at  d»e  table,  and 
made  the  minute  ap]miinting  himself  out  of  tin*  n>nal  and  long  estab- 
lished ortler  ot  fsaid  meeting  in  appointing  iheir  cb'rk,  we  did  thertifoi*e 
unite  with  die  advice  previously  given  to  Timotliy  C\  Collin*,  by  the 
27* 
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Yearly  Meeting*^  committee,  that  he  should  continue  for  the  preseut  to 
Witnin  the  records  of  that  meeting. 

*•  And  as  ihid  committee  were  also  fully  united  in  the  advice  given  in 
the  8ih  raoiilh  hist  to  South  Kingston  Mouthly  Meeliug,  not  to  accept 
die  report  presented  hy  that  portion  of  ihe  comiiiitlec,  five  of  whom 
were  udded  (contrary  to  ihe  general  usage  of  our  Society,)  to  the 
committee  aptminted  in  tl:e  4th  month,  to  have  charge  of  the  case, 
after  Snrauel  Slielleld  tiM>k  hi^  seat  nx  the  table  in  the  r>th  month,  and 
as  we  have  cause  to  apprehend  from  the  manner  in  wliich  they  were 
selected,  and  from  llieir  relationship  to  the  individual  under  care,  it 
was  with  a  view  to  prevent  an  impartial  exercise  of  our  Christian 
discipline. 

*'  We,  therefore,  now  on  behalf  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  advise  Sotith 
Kingston  Slonthly  Meeting  at  this  time,  to  remove  Samuel  Shetfield 
from  acting  as  clerk,  and  to  reap]mint  Timoiliy  C.  Collins  to  the  service, 
to  dismiss  the  case  of  Timothy  C.  Collins  from  iheb*  recordt?,  and  dis- 
charge the  committee  appointed  la-'t  month  to  visit  him  as  an  offender 
for  retaining  the  rccordas  of  said  meeting  as  advised  to  do  by  this  com- 
mittee, and  likewise  that  the  decision  in  the  8th  month  last,  as  entered 
on  their  minutes  in  rehition  to  John  Wilbur,  against  the  judgment  of 
concerned  Friends  of  that  meetinij  and  against  the  united  advice  of  this 
committee,  be  now  get  aside  and  be  made  void  and  of  no  eSect. 

*'  Signed  by  the  committee  appointed  by  Rhode  Island  Quarterly 
Meeting  to  visit  South  KingsHon  Monthly  Meeting  and  advise  it  on  its 
behalf. 

Asa  SnERaiAN, 
Beriaq  Collins, 
JosEPn  Metcalf, 

AUNOLD  CONGDON. 

"  Members  of  the  committee  present. 
"Bopkinton,  lOth  mo,,  24th,  1842." 

The  advice  having  been  twice  read,  and  embracing  matters 
of  great  moment,  and  wholly  unprecedented,  involving  not 
only  the  rights  of  individuals,  but  of  meetings,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  refer  it  another  month  for  consideration.  This  doc- 
ument being  dated  at  Hopkinton,  the  same  day,  those  present 
were  asked  if  the  whole  of  the  committee  were  consulted  ia 
those  advices ;  they  answered  in  the  negative.  On  inquiry 
of  the  committee,  whether  they  intended  to  ask  the  meeting 
to  act  upon  it  without  time  for  deliberation,  one  of  them  re- 
plied he  thought  it  reasonable  that  the  meeting  should  have 
time  to  consider  of  it     But  afterwards  the  committee,  aod  a 
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few  members  of  the  Monthly  Meeting,  advocated  the  imme- 
diate compliance  of  tlie  meeting.  The  subject  was,  however, 
referred  for  furthejr  consideration  to  the  next  month. 

At  the  Quarterly  Meeting  held  at  Somersetj  3d  of  11th 
month,  1842,  the  committee  appointed  at  the  last  Quarterly 
Meeting,  to  visit  South  Kingston  and  Swanzey  Monthly  Meet- 
ings, reported  that  they  had  visited  Swanstey  Monthly  Meeting, 
and  extended  such  advice  as  appeared  necessary  ;  that  they 
had  also  visited  South  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting  in  the 
eighth  month  and  given  their  advice  in  relation  to  the  business 
of  that  meeting,  which  was  disregarded^  they  continuing  to 
manifest  a  spirit  of  insubordination,  &c.,  having  appointed  a 
committee  to  deal  with  their  former  clerk,  for  complying  with 
the  advice  of  the  Quarterly  and  Yearly  Meeting's  committees 
in  retaining  the  records  of  that  meeting  ;  that  they  had  also 
again  visited  them  in  the  tenth  month  and  given  thera  advice 
in  writing,  (here  reciting  their  advice  to  the  Monthly  Meeting,) 
which  advice  was  not  accepted  by  the  meeting,  but  they  re- 
ferred the  consideration  of  it  another  month. 

In  conclusion,  they  gave  it  as  their  united  judgment,  (as 
near  as  recollected)  that  South  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting 
was  not  in  a  suitable  state  to  transact  business  as  a  Monthly 
Meeting  in  conformity  with  our  Christian  discipline,  and  to 
the  furtherance  of  the  best  interests  of  Society,  and  there- 
fore recommended  that  that  Monthly  Meeting  be  dissolved, 
and  the  members  of  it  joined  to  Greenwich  Monthly  Meeting, 

The  reading  of  the  discipline  under  the  head  of  Quarterly 
Meetings  was  called  for  by  a  member  of  South  Kingston 
Monthly  Meeting,  and  urged  by  many  Friends,  and  for  a 
considerable  time  refused,  during  which  time  several  united 
with  the  report. 

At  length  after  much  importunity  the  discipline  was  read, 
and  it  having  been  shown  that  the  adoption  of  the  report 
would  be  a  direct  violation  of  it,  some  of  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing's committee  said  a  wrong  construction  was  put  upon  the 
discipline,  but  did  not  attempt  to  point  out  in  what  particu- 
lars. 

Many  Friends  spoke  against  the  adoption  of  the  report,  in- 
somuch that  the  meeting  appeared  nearly  equally  divided  ;  but 
a  disposition   being  plainly  manifested  to  adopt  the  report, 


some  of  the  members  of  South  Kingston  Monthly  Meetiag 

strongly  remonstrated  against  tlie  summary  dissolution  of  that 
meeting  and  joining  it  to  another,  as  a  violation  of  the  plain 
provisions  of  the  disci |)line,  and  asked  for  an  opportunity  to 
be  heard  before  a  committee,  or  in  some  other  mode,  before 
the  Quarterly  Meeting  should  proceed  to  this  extremity.  This 
was  denied.  It  was  then  stated  on  the  part  of  South  Kings- 
ton Monthly  Meeting,  that  if  no  other  opportunity  was  to  be 
afforded  they  t^honld  now  be  obliged  to  make  a  statement  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Yearly  and  Quarterly  Meeting's  eom- 
mittees  in  that  Monthly  Meeting,  for  the  information  of  the 
Quarterly  Meeting  before  it  should  act  in  so  important  a  case. 
Such  opportunity  being  denied,  one  of  the  representatives 
from  South  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting  rose  to  read  such 
statements;  when  he  was  peremptorily  directed  by  the  clerk 
to  "  take  his  seat  and  put  up  his  paper/'  but  he  continued  to 
stand,  and  amidst  great  interruption,  to  plead  for  the  privilege 
and  the  right  to  be  heard.  The  clerk,  however,  who  was 
himself  an  active  member  of  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee, 
read  the  minute  dissolving  the  Monthly  Meeting. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  minutCj  South  Kingston  Monthly 
Meeting  is  dissolved,  and  the  members  thereof  annexed  to 
Greenwich  Monthly  Meeting.  It  provides  that  the  books  be 
delivered  to  some  person  to  be  appointed  by  Greenwich 
Monthly  Meeting  to  receive  them,  and  that  all  unfinished  busi- 
ness be  closed  by  that  Monthly  Meeting,  It  declares  null  and 
void  the  appointment  of  the  addition  to  the  comraittee,  in  the 
fifth  month,  in  the  case  of  John  Wilbur,  and  the  adoption  of 
the  report  in  his  case  ;  also  all  that  has  been  done  in  the  case  of 
Timothy  C.  Collina.  It  continues  the  same  committee,  with 
instructions  to  visit  South  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting,  next 
to  be  held  at  Hopkinton,  and  there  to  read  to  that  meeting 
this  minute  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  and  advise  those  as- 
sembled quietly  to  sepsurate,  and  hereafter  to  consider  them- 
selves members  of  Greenwich  Monthly  Meeting,  and  under 
its  care;  and  the  committee  is  authorized  and  directed  to  ex- 
tend its  care  over  all  the  Monthly  Meetings  in  the  Quarter. 

At  the  Monthly  Meeting  held  at  Hopkinton  on  the  21st  of 
11th  month,  1842,  several  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting's  com* 
rnittee    attended,   and    read    the   minute   of   the    Quarterly 
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Meeting,  dissolving  Sooth  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting,  both 
in  the  men's  and  women's  meetings^  and  advised  the  members 
in  the  langnage  of  that  minute^  "  quietly  to  separate^  and 
consider  themselves  members  of  Greenwich  Monthly  Meeting, 
and  under  its  care;"  whereupon  they  withdrew,  and  eleven 
members  of  each  meeting  with  them*  Before  they  left,  ap- 
plication was  made  to  them  on  behalf  of  South  Kingston 
Monthly  Meetings  for  a  copy  of  the  minute  of  the  Quarterly 
Meeting,  but  they  declined  giving  one. 

The  Monthly  Meeting  continued  together,  and  concluded 
to  appeal  to  the  next  Yearly  Meeting,  against  the  decision  of 
the  Quarterly  Meeting;  and  then,  notwithstanding  the  in- 
justice and  irregularity  of  the  requirement,  it  was  concluded 
to  suspend  the  Monthly  Meeting,  until  the  Yearly  Meeting 
shall  have  acted  on  the  ap^jeal. 

At  Greenwich  Monthly  Meeting,  held  at  East  Green wichj 
2d  of  1st  month,  1843,  two  members  of  the  Yearly  Meeting's 
committee,  and  one  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting's  committee, 
besides  those  belonging  to  Greenwich  Monthly  Meeting,  at- 
tended. 

One  of  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee  requested  that  the 
minute  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  dissolving  the  Montlily 
Meeting  be  read,  which  was  done.  He  then  said  it  would 
be  seen  by  this  minute  that  the  appointment  of  a  part  of  the 
committee,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  in  the  case  of 
John  Wilbur,  were  anmifled,  and  that  it  now  became  the 
duty  of  the  committee  originally  appointed,  to  report  to  this 
meeting* 

One  of  the  two  of  that  committee  who  made  the  counter 
report  in  the  eighth  month,  inquired  if  it  would  not  be  proper 
for  them  to  have  another  interview  with  John  Wilbur,  and 
this  was  concluded  on.  Objection  was  made  to  this  proceed- 
ing, on  the  ground  that  South  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting 
had  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting; 
that  the  action  against  that  meeting  was  solelf/  in  conse- 
quence of  its  decision  in  the  case  of  John  Wilbur ;  that  case 
was  specified  and  fully  brought  to  view,  in  the  Quarterly 
Meeting's  committee's  advice  and  the  Quarterly  Meeting's 
minute,  and  the  appeal  ought  to  stay  all  proceedings  in  the 
case,  until  the  Yearly  Meeting  should  decide  it     This  just 
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and  reasonable  groujid  was  not  allowed,  but  a  nnembcr  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting's  committee,  who  had  from  the  first  been 
very  active  in  tlie  case,  said  that  the  appeal  and  this  case 
were  distiiict  matters.  Another  member  of  the  same  com- 
mittee urged,  that  if  that  Monthly  Meeting  intended  to  be 
subordinate  to  superior  meetlngSj  it  must,  as  the  Quarterly 
Meeting  had  directed,  close  the  unfinished  business  of  South 
Kingston  Monthly  Meeting,  and  thin  ease  was  particularly 
nientioned  and  brought  before  them  by  the  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing's minute.  It  had  annulled  the  proceedings  of  South 
Kingston  Monthly  Meeting  in  the  case. 

It  was  replied,  that  South  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting  had 
appealed  a^^ain^t  all  this^  and  that  it  would  only  be  proper  for 
the  Mont  lily  Meeting  to  carry  out  the  direction  of  the  Quar- 
terly Meeting,  after  the  Yearly  Meeting  had  decided  that  the 
Quarterly  Meeting  had  done  right 

A  minute  was  made  directing  the  committee  in  the  case  of 
J.  W,  to  report  at  a  future  meeting. 

At  Greenwich  Monthly  Meeting,  held  at  Coventry,  30th  of 
1st  month,  1843,  three  members  of  the  Yearly  Meeting'a 
committee  attended,  besides  those  belonging  to  that  meet- 
ing. The  case  of  John  Wilbur  was  taken  up»  and  one  of  the 
committee  appointed  in  the  fourth  month  by  South  Kingston 
Monthly  Meeting,  stated  that  two  of  them  had  met,  having 
given  notice  of  the  meeting  to  the  others,  and  also  to  John 
Wilbur,  that  the  latter  might  be  present,*  if  he  saw  fit,  and 
make  an  acknowledgement ;  but  he  refused  to  attend.  These 
two  members  of  the  committee  now  made  the  following 
report,  to  wit : — 

We,  of  the  committee  appointed  in  the  4th  raontli  last,  in  the  caee 
of  John  Willjur  report:  that  we  have  attemled  to  the  tint  iei?  assigned 
ns  by  meeting  John  Willmr  and  the  Yeiirly  Mcetiiiir's  eomrailtee,  and 
hearing  the  evideiK-e  in  the  case,  and  which  wjis  in  oar  judgment  suf- 
ficient to  sub^Jtantiate  all  the  charges  preferred  agsiitiat  him,  and  which 
charges,  having  relation  altogether  to  hi*  departure  from  diseipliue  and 
good  order,  it  was  evident  to  ns  his  defence  ought  to  be  predicated  on 
that  ground  alone.     And  whereas  the  other  part  of  the  Monthly  Meet- 


♦  Tliia  waa  uiconrect;  he  was  not  ai^keJ  to  bo  present,  but  merely  notified,  by  letter, 
of  the  tinie  of  tlioir  meeting,  and  informed  thtit  li<j  might  send  iti  wa.  ncknowledginent| 
If  10  di»pu«ed. 
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iiig's  committee^  were  u  illiiig  to  iillow  him  to  make  hts  Mence,  by 
leaving  this  on\y  hgitwrnte  ground,  ftiicl  go  into  a  ju^lificatron  of  hU 
conduct  by  allusions  lo  doctrines*,  and  which  in  onr  view  w»s  entirely 
fomgn  lo  the  subjpt.'t-matter  under  consideration  ;  we,  therefore,  felt 
ourrielve?*  bound  lo  dissent  from  Mich  a  course*  And  it  is  our  united 
eense  and  judgment  that  he  is  not  in  a  situation  and  stale  of  mind,  to  be 
continued  a  member  ol  our  rehgious  Society^  which  we  suhinit  to  the 
Monthly  Meeting. 

William  S.  Pkrrt, 
IlKzt:KiAii  Babcock, 
South  KingUon,  1th  mo.  23</,  1842, 


This  report  was  the  same  as  that  presented  by  the  same 
persons,  to  South  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting  in  the  eighth 
month* 

The  meeting  being  now  about  to  act  upon  the  report, 
it  was  stilted  that  the  Complaint  against  J.  W,  had  never  been 
read  in  that  Monthly  Meeting!  and  upon  inquiry  it  was 
found  that  it  was  not  now  present  in  the  meeting. 

The  clerk  sent  a  messenger  for  it-,  and  the  meeting  sus- 
pended further  proceedings  in  the  case,  until  his  return. 

When  the  complaint  was  brought  in,  it  was  read,  and  the 
report  of  the  committee  was  then  united  with  by  most  or  all 
the  members  of  the  Yearly  and  Quarterly  Meeting's  com- 
mittees present,  and  but  two  others. 

Objection  was  made  to  the  report  by  several  Friends,  but 
the  clerk,  an  active  member  of  the  Yearly  Meeting's  com- 
mittecj  made  a  minute  adopting  it,  and  John  Wilbur  was  in 
this  irregular  and  disorderly  manner  disowned. 

At  Rhode  Island  Quarterly  Meeting  held  at  Providence,  in 
the  2d  month,  1843,  one  of  the  committee  of  South  Kingston 
Monthly  Meeting  on  their  appeal,  laid  a  copy  of  the  appeal 
on  the  clerk's  table  in  the  early  part  of  the  meeting,  and  after 
a  time  the  clerk  stated  that  there  was  a  paper  on  the  tabic 
purporting  to  be  an  appeal  from  South  Kingston  Montlily 
Meeting,  and  asked  for  the  direction  of  the  meeting,  as  to 
what  disposition  should  be  made  of  it.  It  was  proposed  to 
appoint  some  Friends  to  take  it  and  examine  it,  and  report 
whether  it  should  be  read.  The  reading  of  the  disciphne  re- 
lating to  such  appeals  was  called  for,  but  the  committee  was 
first  appointed,  and  after  they  had  taken  the  appeal  out  for 


examinationj  considerable  profession  was  made  of  willingness 
to  have  the  discipline  read,  and  it  was  then  done.  Shortly 
after,  the  cammittec  returned  the  appeal,  and  reconinicnded 
that  it  be  read;  which  being  done,  the  clerk  said  Friends 
would  observe^  that  there  was  the  name  of  a  Friend  on  the 
committee  of  the  Monthly  Meeting  on  the  appeal,  who  had 
been  placed  under  dealing  by  the  action  of  the  Quarterly 
MeetiDg*  He  said  the  meeting  would  decide  whether  they 
would  allow  that  name  to  stand  there,  in  case  the  appeai— 
should  go  on  their  minutes,  H 

After  considerable  discussion,  in  which  the  injustice  and  in- 
compatibility with  the  discipline,  of  the  act  of  the  Quarterly 
Meeting  was  shown,  the  clerk  made  a  minute  stating  in 
substanee,  that  although  the  appeal  contained  the  name  of  a 
Friend  placed  under  dealing  by  the  action  of  the  Quarterly 
Meeting,  we  have  concluded  to  enter  it  upon  our  minutes, 
and  send  it  up  to  our  next  Yearly  Meeting, 

One  of  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee  corrected  the  clerk 
as  to  the  latter  clause,  saying  that  the  conclusion  of  the  meet- 
ing was,  to  refer  the  consideration  of  it  until  next  Quarter, 
whereupon  he  made  that  alteration.  The  same  member  of 
that  committee  proposed  that  the  word  "  individual "  should 
be  substituted  for  '*  Friend,"  and  the  clerk  at  once  made  the 
change. 

While  the  appeal  was  in  the  hands  of  the  committee,  sfl 
member  of  South  Kingston  ftlonthly  Meeting,  (one  of  the 
committee  on  the  appeal,}  stated  that  at  the  time  that  Monthly 
Meeting  was  dissolved,  a  request  was  made  of  the  Quarterly 
Meeting's  committee,  then  present,  for  a  copy  of  the  minute 
authorizing  the  dissolution,  but  it  was  refused ;  that  since  then 
application  has  been  made  to  the  clerk  of  the  Quarterly  MeeWS 
ing  for  a  copy,  who  also  refused  it^  on  the  ground  that  he  waa 
not  authorized  to  give  it,  without  the  authority  of  that  meet- 
ing. He  now  requested  of  the  meeting,  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee  on  the  appeal,  a  copy  of  that  minute. 

A  member  of  the  Yearly  Meeting^s  committee  said  that  the 
meeting  had  not  come  to  any  conclusion,  as  to  the  disposition 
of  the  appeal;  he  thought  it  proper  to  \v ait  until  that  was 
decided  on,  and  then  the  subject  might  be  taken  up.  The 
Friend  who  made  the  request,  expressed  Ms  satisfaction  witW 
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that  course.  Afterwards,  when  the  appeal  bad  been  referred 
to  the  next  Quarter,  the  clerk  being  about  to  proceed  to  other 
business,  applicatioti  was  renewed  on  behalf  of  South  Kings- 
ton Monthly  Meeting,  for  a  copy  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting^s 
minute,  but  it  was  refused ;  a  member  of  the  Yearly  Meeting's 
committee  saying;  that  he  thought  it  improper  to  give  a 
copy !  that  it  would  be  sufficient  for  them  to  furnish  the 
Yearly  Meeting  with  a  copy!  and  this  being  sustained  by 
other  members  of  the  same  committee^  the  meeting  proceeded 
with  other  business ;  thus  denying  South  Kingston  Monthly 
Meeting  a  copy  of  the  document  by  which  it  had  been  dis- 
solved, containing  matters  of  the  greatest  importance  relative 
to  its  case. 

At  the  Quarterly  Meeting  held  at  Greenwich  in  the  5th 
month,  184Ji,  the  account  from  Greenwich  Monthly  Meeting 
informed,  that  John  Wilbur  having  given  them  notice  of  his 
intention  to  appeal  from  their  judgment  disowning  him,  they 
had  appointed  a  committee  to  represent  the  case  before  a 
committee  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  It  was  stated  on  be- 
half of  John  Wilbur,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  prosecute  his 
appeal  at  that  time. 

Representatives  were  appointed  to  attend  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ings one  of  whom  asked  to  be  excused,  which  being  done,  an- 
other was  named  in  his  place,  but  being  obnoxious  to  those 
in  authority,  his  name  was  rejected,  upon  the  pretence  that 
there  were  already  enough  appointed. 

The  minute  of  the  last  meeting,  relating  to  the  appeal  of 
South  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting  was  read.  A  member  of 
the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee  spoke  of  the  great  strait  he 
was  in,  on  account  of  the  name  of  an  individual,  standing  as 
one  of  the  committee  on  the  appeal,  who  had  been  placed 
under  dealing  by  the  action  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting ;  and 
said  he  did  not  see  liow  the  appeal  could  be  carried  forward 
in  its  present  shape*  Another  member  of  the  Yearly  Meet- 
log's  committee  expressed  himself  in  a  similar  manner. 

A  Friend  remarked  if  this  was  the  case,  Greenwich  Monthly 
Meeting  might  have  dirtowned  all  the  members  of  the  appeal 
committee,  and  thus  have  defeated  it  altogether.  Another 
Friend  said  he  thought  the  minute  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting 
carried  its  own  condemnation  on  the  face  of  it,  stating  as 
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il  %M  thut  an  individual  was  placed  under  dealing  by  the 
Qu«iH«vly  Meeting ;  he  knew  no  discipline  to  warrant  such  a 

Tho  ol«»rk  said  he  was  readp  to  propose  that  this  appeal 
skamid  be  again  referred!  A  Friend  from  South  Kingston 
•Htd  the  appeal  was  made  to  the  next  Yearly  Meeting,  and  to 
f«f^f  it  again  would  defeat  it. 

It  wurt  now  concluded  to  appoint  a  coram ittee  to  represent 
the  cuwo  nt  the  Yearly  Meeting,  premiaing  that  none  should 
be  npjunntcd,  who  did  not  unite  with  the  proceedings  in  lay- 
\\\^  \\w  Mtuithly  Meeting  down. 

'riiti  committee  on  the  appeal  of  South  Kingston  Monthly 
Mi^rlhig,  made  application  in  writing  for  access  to  the  records 
i*f  \\w  (.Quarterly  Meeting,  with  a  view  to  the  timely  prepara- 
\Um  nl*  (he  case;  referring  to  the  diseiplinei  "that  our  records 
»lmi1  Ijc  open  to  any  of  our  meetings,  particular  members,  and 
iu  nuch  others  as  the  respective  Monthly  Meetings  may  think 
|lf*rMw«>iry,  for  the  ascertaining  of  marriages,  births,  or  other 
fi^htMr     Page  43. 

Tliirt  requestj  after  considerable  discussion,,  was  refused, 
»4ii<l  much  severity  of  expression  was  indulged  in  towards  the 
ttpplicants;  after  which  a  member  of  South  Kingston  Monthly 
M tiling  rose,  and  very  calmly  commenced  speakings  when 
u  large  number  of  persons  in  the  body  of  the  meeting  rose 
and  hurried  out  of  the  house,  those  at  the  head  of  the  meet- 
ing shook  hands,  and  it  broke  up  in  the  greatest  confusion 
and  disorder. 

The  voice  of  the  person  speaking  was  entirely  drowned  by 
the  noise,  and  perceiving  the  meeting  really  breaking  up,  he 
desisted. 

At  New  England  Yearly  Meeting,  held  on  Rhode  Island, 
6th  month,  1843, 

It  appeared  from  the  account  of  Rhode  Island  Quarterly 
Meeting,  that  a  portion  of  Greenwich  Monthly  Meeting,  late 
members  of  South  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting,  had  appealed 
from  their  judgment  dissolving  said  Monthly  Meeting  and  an- 
ntjxiii^  the  same  to  Greenwich,  and  that  they  had  appointed 
i^ttrnic  Peck  and  others  to  rej^rcsent  the  Quarterly  Meeting  be- 
Inrti  a  committee  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  to  be  appointed  to 
lumr  the  appeal. 
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When  this  case  came  up,  the  clerk  read  the  discipline  relat- 
ing to  such  appeal,  and  remarked  that  it  had  been  costomary 
in  cases  of  appeal  to  appoint  a  committee  of  two  Friends 
frona  each  Quarterly  Meeting,  but  proposed  in  this  case  the 
appointment  of  three  from  each  Quarter,  which  was  united 
with. 

On  behalf  of  South  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting  a  desire 
was  expressed  to  have  the  case  tried  in  open  Yearly  Meeting, 
for  the  full  information  of  the  members  generally  before  act- 
ing thereon,  and  referring  to  the  practice  of  London  Yearly 
Meeting,  in  important  cases— where  doctrines  are  involved. 
This  was  objected  to  on  the  ground  that  we  must  be  gov- 
erned by  our  own  discipline  ;  and  that  the  usual  mode  of  try- 
ing appeal  cases  should  be  adhered  to. 

The  clerk  said  that  in  cases  of  defamation,  the  discipline 
gave  the  person  complained  of  the  right  to  object  to  those 
named  for  a  committee,  provided  such  objection  does  not  ex- 
tend to  the  major  part  thereof,  but  there  was  no  disdpliue 
which  would  apply  to  cases  of  this  kind.  He  said,  however, 
that  the  usage  of  Society  had  been  to  allow  appellfints  this 
privilege  in  other  cases,  so  far  as  he  knew.  He  propo:^ed  to 
read  from  the  discipline  of  another  Yearly  Meeting;  but  ob- 
jection being  made  on  the  ground  that  the  Yearly  Meeting 
had  already  decided  that  we  must  be  governed  by  our  own 
discipline,  lie  did  not  read  it. 

A  Friend  said  if  he  was  correctly  informed,  there  was  a 
large  committee  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  which  had  been  ac- 
tive in  this  case,  having  repeatedly  attended  South  Kingston 
Monthly  Meeting,  and  advised  in  relation  to  the  proceedings 
which  had  taken  i>lace  in  regard  to  that  meeting;  and  if  so, 
he  thought  it  improper  to  appoint  members  of  that  commit- 
tee, on  this  appeal  The  clerk  replied  it  might  not  be  proper 
to  appoint  those  of  tlmt  committee  who  had  attended  South 
Kingtiton  Monthly  Meeting  and  been  active  in  the  case.  Ob- 
jection was  made  on  behalf  of  South  Kingston  Monthly 
Meeting  to  the  appointment  of  any  portion  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting's  committee,  and  allowing  them  to  nominate  for  this 
committee, 

The  clerk  proceeded  to  take  names,  and  having  obtained 
the  rei|uisite  number,  inquiry  was  made  whether  any  of  the 
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Vteilv  M******R  *  committee  was  inchided  among  them.  The 
j^  Igm^i^i^  lJM'r«  was  ont! ;  that  one  asked  to  be  excused, 
ll^  W|iliy>  doiu%  niiother  Friend  was  appointed  in  his  place. 
It  trti  *i*^  itnt^^d  tliat  several  members  of  the  committee  had 
l>«^ti  nntiMMl  by  inrmbrrs  of  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee, 
nwd  i^hj'*t'<'»*"  WU8  made   to  these. 

4  hMniiher  of  the  Yearly  Meeting^s  committee  said,  if  these 
|S\^»*M«l*«  vvt're  objected  to,  it  would  not  probably  stop  there; 
thrt<  (ihjfM'tion  would  be  made  on  the  other  side,  &:c.  The 
ly,^i^nuMtec    was   allowed    to    stand   without   further   altera- 

A  (♦Vieiid  from  Sandwich  Quarterly  Meeting  said,  it  ap- 
ptmn^l  inident  to  him  from  the  discipline,  as  read  by  the 
(vlrrli,  lliiit  tlie  Quarterly  Meeting  had  departed  from  it,  in  an- 
*Hi\liig  Hc*uth  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting  to  another,  while 
fit  Ihi^  Hame  time  the  Montldy  Meeting  has  appealed  against 
IJir  flinnulution*  If  he  understood  it  right,  the  discipline  only 
iillovvrt  Kuch  annexation  in  case  the  Monthly  Meeting  refuses 

\lv  retjuested  the  clerk  again  to  read  that  paragraph  giving 
this  right  of  annexation.  The  assistant  clerk  then  read  the 
Bucceeding  paragraph.  The  Friend  said  this  was  not  the  one, 
hut  the  preceding  one  he  wished  read. 

The  whole  passage  was  then  read ;  when  done,  the  Friend 
said  it  was  very  clear  that  the  discipline  had  not  been  kept 
to,  lor  the  Monthly  Meeting  not  only  had  not  refused  to  ap- 
peal, but  the  Quarterly  Meeting  had  given  us  information 
that  it  had  actually  appealed* 


DISCIPLINE, 

Authorizing^  the  dissolution  of  Monthly  Meeting'Sy  ^"C. 

(From  Book  of  Discipline,  ptiges  118,  11&-) 

♦*  "When  a  Quarterly  Meeting  hath  come  to  a  judgment 
respecting  any  difference,  relative  to  any  Monthly  Meeting 
belonging  to  them,  and  notified  the  same  in  writing  to  such 
Monthly  Meeting,  the  said  Monthly  Meeting  ought  to  sub- 
mit to  the  judgment  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting ;  but  if  such 
Monthly  Meeting  shall  uot  he  satisfied  therewith,  then  the 
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Monthly  Meeting  may  appeal  to  the  Yearly  Meeting,  against 
the  judgment  and  determination  of  the  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing- 

**And  if  a  Monthly  Meeting  shall  refuse  to  take  the  advice 
and  submit  to  the  judgment  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  and 
notwithstanding  will  not  appeal  against  the  determination 
of  the  said  meeting  to  the  Yearly  Meeting ;  in  such  case  the 
Quarterly  Meeting  shall  be  at  liberty  either  to  dissolve  such 
Monthly  Meetings  or  bring  the  affair  before  the  next  or  suc- 
ceediJig  Yearly  Meeting. 

"And  in  case  a  Quarterly  Meeting  shall  dissolve  a  Monthly 
Meeting,  the  dissolved  Monthly  Meeting  or  any  part  thereof, 
in  the  name  of  the  said  meeting,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  appeal 
to  the  next  or  succeeding  Yearly  Meeting,  against  such  dis- 
solution ;  but  if  the  dissolved  Monthly  Meeting,  or  a  part 
thereof  in  its  behalf,  shall  not  appeal  to  the  Yearly  Meeting, 
the  Quarterly  Meeting  shall  join  the  members  of  the  said 
late  Monthly  Meeting,  to  such  other  Monthly  Meeting  as  they 
may  think  moat  convenient ;  and  until  such  time,*  shall  take 
care  that  no  inconvenience  doth  thereby  ensue  to  the  mem- 
bers of  such  dissolved  meeting,  respecting  any  branch  of  our 
discipline, 

**  And  if  any  of  the  Monthly  Meeting,  to  which  the  Quar- 
terly Meeting  shall  join  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  late  Monthly 
Meeting,  do  think  themselves  aggrieved,  they  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  appeal  against  the  Quarterly  Meeting  to  the  Yearly 
Meeting,  and  until  such  appeal  is  heard  and  determined,  the 
Friends  added  by  the  Quarterly  Meeting  to  them,  shall  be 
deemed  their  members.     1743." 

The  clerk  was  requested  to  read  the  "  appeal,'^  a  copy  of 
which  was  in  his  hands,  and  several  Friends  expressed  a  wish 

to  have  it  read,  when  one  of  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee 
said,  that  by  our  discipline,  no  paper  could  be  read  in  oui 
meetings  not  coming  from  an  immediate  correspondent,  un- 
less first  examined  by  a  committee.  To  this  is  was  replied, 
that  the  discipline  made  these  appellants   immediate  corre- 


«  This  portion  of  Discipline  was  transcribed  from  that  of  Loudon  Yearly  Meeting, 
ftad  ftilopted  here.  In  the  original  the  words  ^'  until  such  junctlou  **  were  mod  iuatead 
of  **  antU  luoh  ilme." 


sao 


JOUBMAL  OF  JOHK  WILDIR. 


spondeiits  by  giving  the  rtg'ht  of  appeal;  and  that  the  YearJy 
Meeting  ought  ta  know  the  grounds  on  which  the  appeal  is 
made. 

After  considerable  discussion  it  was  decided  not  to  read  it ! 

At  the  last  sitting  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  the  committee  on 
the  appeal  presented  two  reports;  the  first,  that  the  judgment 
of  Khode  Island  Quarterly  Meeting  ought  to  be  confirmed, 
which  was  signed  by  thirteen  members. 

The  other,  that  the  judgment  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting 
ought  to  be  reversed,  because  some  of  its  proceedings  were  in 
violation  of  the  discipline*  This  latter  report  was  signed  by 
BIX  members. 

Two  members  of  the  committee  did  not  sign  either  report. 

The  report  of  the  majority  was  adopted. 

At  Rhode  Island  Quarterly  Meeting,  in  the  8th  months 
1843,  a  committee  of  nine  was  appointed  in  the  case  of  John 
\Vilbur*3  appeal,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  appoint  mem- 
bers of  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee.  This  was  opposed, 
on  Ihe  ground  that  they  had  already  prejudged  the  case,  and 
some  of  them,  several  times  over.  It  was  relinquished ;  but 
a  proposition  that  none  should  be  appointed  who  were  not  in 
unity  with  "  the  body,"  was  adopted  and  acted  upon.  The 
ntune  of  a  Friend  who  had  taken  no  active  part  in  the  case, 
was  reft! Bed,  merely  because  he  was  known  to  disapprove  of 
mmw  4>f  the  proceedings  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting, 

On  asking  for  ,L  W,  the  privilege  of  objecting  to  a  part  pf 
the  euniniittee,  if  he  should  desire  it,  agreeably  to  discipline, 
In  case  of  detraction,  and  a  usage  in  all  cases ;  one  of  the 
N'cnrly  Meeting's  committee  took  the  ground,  that  the  com- 
I flu i lit  against  J.  W.  was  not  for  detraction  ;  that  if  the  word 
dftractum  was  in  the  complaint,  it  was  incidental,  and  as  to 
usage,  it  was  of  no  consequence ;  the  meeting  could  do  as  it 
pleased!!  It  was  decided  that  J,  W,  could  not  be  allowed 
to  object  to  any  of  tlie  committee,  luiless  the  committee  of 
Greenwich  Monthly  Meeting  were  allowed  to  object  to  an 
equal  number,  for  which  no  provision  is  made  in  the  discipline. 
In  the  discussion  of  this  question,  as  many  opposed  this  de- 
f^ision  as  favored  it;  and  of  the  latter  the  Yearly  and  Quar- 
tfjfly  Meetuig's  committees  were  the  principal  actors. 

John  Wilbur  being  called  in,  plead  for  his  right  of  objec- 
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tion,  both  on  ground  of  discipline  and  usage,  bat  without 
effect,  and  fiimliy  said,  if  this  was  the  conclusion  of  the  meet- 
ing he  should  not  attempt  to  exercise  the  right  of  objection, 
as  it  would  be  of  no  value* 

The  committee  appointed  at  this  time,  proposed  to  meet  at 
Somerset,  in  the  11th  month,  at  which  time  J.  W.  attended, 
when  the  committee  informed  him  they  had  ascertained  that 
one  of  their  number  was  named  by  a  member  of  Greenwich 
Monthly  Meeting,  which  was  not  proper,  and  they  could  not 
consent  to  proceed  on  that  account.  J.  Wilbur  told  them  he 
came  there  [near  fifty  miles]  prepared  to  proceed j  and  was 
anxious  to  do  so,  and  that  he  would  waive  all  objections  on 
account  of  the  irregularity  named;  but  they  pressed  the 
objection,  and  adjourned  to  meet  at  Providence  in  the  2d 
month,  1844. 

At  the  Quarterly  Meeting  in  the  11th  month,  1843,  it  was 
stated  that  a  member  of  the  committee  on  the  appeal  of 
J.  W.  had  been  improperly  named  by  a  member  of  Green- 
wich Monthly  Meeting,  and  the  clerk  suggested  that  the  same 
Friend  should  be  named  by  one  of  bis  own  Montldy  Meet- 
ing, which  was  dont*,  and  t!ie  committee  stood  as  it  did 
before.  This  committee  met  at  Providence  previous  to  the 
Quarterly  Meeting  held  there  in  the  second  month,  and  gave 
X  W.  a  hearing. 

At  that  Quarterly  Meeting  six  of  the  committee  reported 
in  favor  of  confirming  the  judgment  of  Greenwich  Monthly 
Meeting,  two  signed  a  contrary  report,  and  one  was  not  pres- 
ent. Both  reports  were  read.  One  of  the  Yearly  Meeting's 
committee  was  the  first  to  unite  with  the  report  of  the  major- 
ity ;  he  was  followed  by  two  others,  who  were  not  only  of  the 
same  committee,  but  also  of  Greenwich  Monthly  Meeting ! 
both  very  active  in  that  meeting  in  favor  of  J»  W.'s  disown- 
ment!  being  also  of  the  number  of  those  who  visited  South 
Kingston  Monthly  Meeting  so  constantly,  and  who  were 
before  the  committee  of  that  meeting  as  prosecutors  in  the 
same  case ! 

On  being  reminded  of  the  impropriety  of  this  proceeding, 
another  of  the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee  immediately 
united,  and  these  four  were  all  signers  of  the  complaint 
against  J*  Wilbur!!     Others  of  the    Yearly  and   Quarterly 
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Meeting's  committee  followed,  and  not  more  than  three  or 
four  are  believed  to  have  united  with  the  majority  report  who 
were  not  of  these  committees.  Some  united  with  the  other 
report,  but  the  first  was  decided  by  the  clerk  to  be  adopted, 
and  he  made  a  minute  to  that  effect. 

It  was  inquired  whether  John  Wilbur  would  be  allowed  to 
come  in  and  hear  the  conclusion  ;  this  inquiry  being  answered 
in  the  affirmative,  he  was  calied  in  and  the  clerk  read  the 
report  and  the  minute  adopting  it 

J.  W.  informed  the  meeting  that  he  considered  their  decis- 
ion not  a  rightful  one,  and  that  he  wished  to  appeal  to  the 
Yearly  Meeting  against  the  judgment  of  this  meeting.  He 
then  left  the  house.  The  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
represent  the  Quarter  was  referred  to  the  next  meeting. 

At  New  England  Yearly  Meeting,  held  on  Rhode  Islandj 
6th  month,  1844,  the  account  from  Rhode  Island  Quarterly 
Meeting  brought  to  view  the  appeal  of  John  Wilbur  against 
the  conclusion  of  that  meeting  confirming  the  judgment 
of  Greenwich  Monthly  Meeting  disowning  him.  A  com- 
mittee of  twenty-one  was  appointed,  to  which  the  case  was 
referred.  In  the  appointment  of  this  committee,  the  meet- 
ing decided  that  members  of  the  standing  committee  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting,  who  had  heretofore  been  engaged  in  the  case 
of  J,  W,,  and  those  Friends  who  constituted  the  committee 
appointed  last  year,  on  the  appeal  of  South  Kingston  Monthly 
Meeting,  (the  two  cases  being  nearly  similar,)  should  be  ex- 
cluded. It  was  further  proposed  that  those  who  had  openlt/ 
expressed  themselves  opposed  to  the  proceedings  of  (he  Yearly 
Meeting  should  also  be  exchtdcd. 

The  meeting  decided  in  favor  of  the  proposition,  and  isrhen 
a  name  was  offered,  eupposed  to  be  of  the  class  alluded  to 
therein,  it  was  rejected 

The  right  w^as  asked  for  the  appellant  to  be  present  and 
object  to  a  portion  of  the  committee,  should  he  desire  it,  in 
conformity  with  the  discipline  and  usages  of  the  Society. 
This  gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion,  and  views  of  an 
opposite  character  were  expressed. 

The  meeting  finally  decided  that  the  appellant  might 
state  his  objections  if  he  desired,  and  the  meeting  would 
take  them  into  consideration,  and  decide  on  their   validity. 
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This  was  objected  to  on  the  ground  that  it  would  render  the 
right  of  no  value,  and  that  there  was  neither  discipline  nor 
usage  for  it. 

The  appellant  was  called  into  the  meeting,  and  the  privi- 
lege of  ol>jeeting  proilered  him  under  this  restriction.  It 
was  declined.  He  requested  to  be  allowed  some  one  to 
assist  him  before  the  committee,  as  from  his  age  and  infirmity 
it  would  be  a  hard  task  for  htm  to  perform  the  necessary 
labor.  Many  expressed  themselves  in  favor  of  granting  this 
request,  but  the  meeting  decided  against  it ! 

The  committee  having  completed  the  investigation,  reported 
in  favor  of  confirming  the  judgment  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting; 
one  of  their  number  declining  to  sign  the  report,  which  was 
adopted  by  the  meeting. 

John  Wilbur,  desiring  to  be  present  to  hear  the  report  of  the 
committee  and  conclusion  of  the  meeting  in  his  case,  was 
called  in,  and  they  were  read  in  his  hearing.  After  sitting 
a  short  time  in  silence,  he  rose,  and  remarked  in  substance, 
that  however  unjust  he  believed  the  decision  to  be,  yet  he 
should  entertain  no  hardness  against  any  concerned  in  the 
procedings  against  him ;  that  it  was  his  desire  that  none  of  our 
members  should  depart  from  the  ancient  prinei|)les  and  testi- 
monies of  the  Society,  nor  suffer  any  innovation  upon  them; 
these  bad  been  dear  to  hini  from  his  youth  up,  and  were  still 
dear  to  him  ;  he  then  withdrew. 


[It  will  be  apparent  to  the  reader  of  the  foregoing  narrative 
that  South  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting  was  kid  down  in  a 
very  extraordinary  manner,  in  violation  of  the  plain  provis- 
ions of  the  discipline  ;  and  that  it  was  done  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  John  Wilbur  again  within  reach  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting's  committee,  in  another  Monthly  Meeting  which  was 
entirely  under  their  control  His  disownment  there  was  only 
effected  through  the  direct  action  and  influence  of  that  com- 
mittee, lit  a  summary  and  most  irregular  manner,  in  utter  dis- 
regard of  his  rights  as  a  member.  These  proceedings,  under 
the  same  pervading  and  desolating  influence,  were  conftrmed 
on  appeal  to  the  superior  meetings,  in  1843  and  1844. 
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It  may  bf*  proper  hrre  to  show  the  manner  in  which  these 
sad  pervtTi^ions  of  right  order  were  afterwards  overruled,  and 
how  those  who  were  so  unjustly  cast  out  for  their  faithful 
stand  ugaiiist  innovation  upon  our  principles,  were  restored  to 
their  just  position  and  station  in  the  Society.  Near  the  close 
of  the  year  1844,  in  the  progress  of  the  measures  adopted  by 
those  supporting  the  new  views,  to  enforce  a  conformity  to 
their  rule^  they  effected  a  separation  (through  the  action  of 
the  Yearly  Meeting's  committee,  assisted  by  a  committee 
from  the  Quarter,)  in  Swanzey  Monthly  Meeting,  w^iich  was 
speedily  followed  by  further  separations  throughout  Rhode 
Island  Quarterly  Meeting,  of  which  that  Monthly  Meeting 
was  a  component  part.  After  these  had  taken  place,  the  Quar* 
terly  Meeting,  though  much  reduced  in  numbers,  was  relieved 
of  that  unhallowed  influence  and  rule  which  bad  so  long  pre- 
vailed therein  ;  and  many  members*  of  the  late  South  Kings- 
to!i  Monthly  Meeting  gave  written  information  to  the 
Quarter,  that  they  felt  themselves  aggrieved,  and  the  princi- 
ples and  Discipline  of  the  Society  to  have  been  sorrowfully 
violated,  in  the  dissolution  of  the  Monthly  Meeting,  and  that 
they  desired  the  restoration  thereof,  believing  it  would  "  con- 
tribute to  the  right  vindication  and  establishment  of  the  prim- 
itive Christian  doctrines,  discipline  and  order  of  our  religious 
Society ; "  which  request  was,  by  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  for- 
warded to  the  Yearly  Meeting,  with  the  expression  of  its 
"  deliberate,  united  sense  and  judgment,  that  the  cause  of 
Truth  does  require  that  the  Yearly  Meeting  should  reverse 
its  former  decision  in  the  case,  and  restore  South  Kings- 
ton Monthly  Meeting,  with  the  rights  and  privileges  and 
obligations  belonging  to  it,  and  resting  upon  it  prior  to  its 
dissolution." 

John  Wilbur  also  gave  notice  to  Greenwich  Monthly  Meet- 
ing, of  his  intention  to  appeal  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  for  a 
reconsideration  of  his  case,  and  a  reversal  of  its  judgment 
therein.  The  Monthly  Meeting  united  in  requesting  the 
Quarterly  Meeting  to  "  forward  a  minute  to  the  Yearly 
Meeting  respecting  this  case,  as  one  of  unjust  dealing, 
requiring  its  reconsideration,  and  a  reversal  of  its  former 
decision ; "  which  was  done  by  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  with 
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an  expression  of  its  judgment  "  that  this  case,  equally  with 
that  of  South  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting,  calls  for  the  like 
action  on  the  part  of  the  Yearly  Meeting." 

These  appeals  came  before  the  Yearly  Meeting  in  1845, 
after  the  separation  ;  and  upon  a  full  and  thorough  investiga- 
tion, the  former  judgment  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  was  in  both 
cases  reversed,  the  Monthly  Meeting  reestablished,  and  John 
Wilbur  restored  to  his  right  of  membership  and  station  of 
minister  in  our  religious  Society.] 
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CHAPTER   VI. 

CORRESPONDENCE  FROM  1&41  TO  1801  INCLUSIVE. 

[In  the  early  part  of  this  painful  controversyj  many  Friends 
in  different  parts  of  the  Society  who  took  decided  ground 
against  the  innovations  of  Gurney  and  others,  and  continued 
faithful  for  a  season,  fellow-helpers  and  sympathizers  with 
John  Wilbur  in  his  labors  and  trials,  afterwards  yielded  to  the 
powerful  influences  brought  to  bear  upon  them,  and  fell  away 
from  their  integrity,  coming  to  support  the  very  things  which 
they  had  but  lately  testified  against  These  cases  were  cause 
of  deep  sorrow  to  thia  true  and  faithful  Friend,  both  on  ac* 
count  of  the  lamentable  condition  of  such  backsliders  them- 
selves, and  the  effect  which  their  apostasy  was  calculated  to 
have  upon  others  regarding  the  precious  cause  he  had  so  much 
at  heart.  With  several  of  these  he  labored  both  personally 
and  by  letter,  in  love  unfeigned  but  with  faithfulness  and 
truth,  for  their  restoration  ;  manifesting  an  ardent  desire  for 
their  eternal  welfare,  and  that  they  might  not  make  shipwreck 
of  the  faith. 

A  few  of  the  letters  he  wrote  on  these  occasions  are  given 
in  this  volume,  one  of  which  here  follows.] 

FROM  J.    W.   TO    ELI   AND    SIfBIL   JONES. 


Hopkinton,  2d  tno.,  11th,  1641, 


MY  DEAR  FIllESDa   ELI   AMD   BVniL  JOES. 


I  have  not  heard  from  you  since  yoii  Icfi  Fall  River,  but  many  times 
have  I  tiioiight  of  jou,  and  more  especially  of  late,  and  as  I  believe  in 
that  which  revives  a  living  evidence  of  the  unity  of  the  one  Spirit,  as 
well  as  the  fellowship  of  the  gospel  of  CLrist  in  the  bonds  whereof 
hb  messengers  can  greet  cacli  other — can  greet  those  that  are  in  bonds 
as  being  boond  with  ibem ;  and  how  truly  great  is  their  w^ork  of  with- 
standing that  which  is  evil,  and  of  furthering  tliat  which  is  good,  of 
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pulling  tlown  the  kingdom  of  Satnn,  and  of  building  up  the  kingdom 
of  Christ  the  Redeemer,  To  be  bound  lo  such  a  work  as  (his,  is  a 
solemn,  and  n  high  and  holy  calling,  of  wliicdi  I  um  satire  you  are 
well  awai'e,  as  al^o  that  the  anointing  of  the  l^avor  of  life,  in  and  by 
that  gospeh  which  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation,  id  the  ap- 
pointed and  only  means  of  the  exahation  of  God's  kingdom  and  power 
successfully  among  men.  Wherever  tliat  ii*  ralstid  up,  it  is  and  must 
necessarily  he  upon  tlie  ruin:!  of  Satan's  emjjire  in  their  hearts,  and 
accomplished  only  through  conlention  and  strife,  even  to  making  war 
in  righteousness  against  the  mighty  foe  wherevur  be  may  have  en- 
camped himself,  and  hi  whatever  form,  or  under  whatever  name  he 
may  he  setni  and  detected,  even  by  that  true  light  of  Christ,  without 
whieh  you  know  that  his  warriors  and  measenger.s  will  run  in  vain, 
and  instead  of  saving  the  lives  of  olhem  will  Jeopard  their  own. 
The  stranghold  and  kingdom  of  the  enemy  i:*  in  the  niimi??  of  men  ; 
and  rthhough  he  h  a  distinct  being,  his  dominion  is  only  known  in  the 
hearts  of  men,  that  is,  in  ihi^  world^ — in  llie  hearts  of  those  who  re- 
ceive him  iind  serve  him.  Hence  when  the  poor  warrior  of  Christ's 
banner  makes  war  against  him  (otherwise  than  in  his  own  hexirt)  be 
necesj^iirily  has  a  twofold  contention  and  combat,  namely,  with  the 
enemy  combined  with  his  servants.  And  more  e-spectally  arduous  must 
be  the  contest,  when  his  servants  arc  many  and  leagued  together ;  and 
most  of  all  under  the  dominion  of  a  spurious  religion.  The  popular 
prevalt^nce  of  such  a  state  of  things  combined  with  powei*,  has  un- 
doubtt'dly  iK-'cn  ihe  hardest  thing  xvhieh  the  Lord's  messengers  have 
ever  h;ul  to  contend  with  in  this  lower  world ;  a  stronghold  uf  which 
Satan  lias  been  wont  proudly  lo  possess  himself;  and  however  little  by 
little  were  his  strides  in  the  primitive  Christian  church,  yet  alas  how 
lamentably  he  finally  succeeded  in  apostatizing  and  corrupting  that  once 
best  of  all  bodies,  whieh  instead  of  cynlinuing  to  be  the  spouse,  the 
LamVs  wife,  degenerated  into  a  horde  of  sordid,  cruel  oppressors,  tuid 
even  murderers  of  the  faithful 

How  easily  might  that  H[»ostasy  have  been  arresteil  at  first  whilst 
yet  it  Irad  gained  but  little  ground,  by  a  united  stand  of  the  church  at 
large.  But  alas  I  what  inexpressible  suffering  and  rivers  of  blood  it 
csoftt,  to  oliiain  hut  a  partial  reformation  alter  the  consummation  of  the 
lapse  of  the  church  into  formality  and  idolatry.  Again  how  the  fear 
of  maji,  the  love  of  ease,  and  the  dread  of  conflict  and  contruvcrsy, 
unhappil)  induced  the  priaiilive  Christians  to  jeopard  the  standing  and 
safety  i»f  the  ehureh.  Satan  who  had  striven  in  vain  to  destixiy  them 
from  witliont,  now  resorts  to  a  different  stratagem.  Men  of  irifliience, 
talent  and  learning,  having  got  above  the  |iure  witness  in  themselves, 
inlrodyeed  innovations  by  degrees  within  her  pale,  upon  her  pure  doc- 
29 
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truios  an<1  prjictices,  until  at  lenglh  Ikt  jmiiciples  were  subverteil  and 
her  destiny  -culed.  Is  it  not  wonderful  as  well  aa  sorpowful  tliat 
the  cry  of  these  innovators  of  peace,  of  wifely  and  (Security,  should 
have  drt erred  t!ie  fnilhftd  from  sounding  the  alurm  at  the  insid* 
ion:*  Rppnmeli  uf  an  enemy,  and  of  unflinclnngly  malting  a  stand 
itgainst  him;  for  it  is  not  altogether  unlikely  that  there  were  some  if 
not  many  who  from  lime  to  time  saw  the  danger  which  awaited  them 
and  gave  warning  (jf  it,  hut  were  decried  and  made  unpopular  hy  the 
leader!*  in  those  innovation:*,  and  thtjir  credulous  adherents.  Herein 
the  piansibilily  of  tlir^  snare  consisted,  and  the  great  subtlety  and  fK>wer 
of  the  enemy  was  .suceessful,  the  cry  being  peace,  peace,  no  detraction, 
no  controversy,  &C- 

Now  in  this  view  and  mirror  of  former  times,  we  clearly  see  the  face 
of  things  in  tlie^e  our  day.*.  The  Ilicksites  at  the  West»  whilst  they 
.  were  peraistenily  undermining  Qiiakerism,  were  phiusibly  avowing  their 
integrity,  and  at  the  r»ame  time  .striving  to  avoid  all  inquiry,  and  to 
stoj»  the  mouths  of  the  honest  by  crying  peace,  peace,  love  and  unity, 
no  detmction,  ni>  cixilroversy.  The  very  pamc  course  was  taken  by 
Isaac  Crewdson  and  his  party  in  Engiand,  as  also  by  Elisha  Bated, 
striving  to  inipn.'Ks  the  mhHl4,  even  of  honest  Frienil?,  (and  sometimes 
successfully,)  that  it  was  impmper  to  j^pcak  of  any  apprchendecl  danger, 
lest,  as  they  saitl,  the  pt-are  and  Epiiet  of  the  Society  shuuld  be  disturlK.'d, 
and  tl»e  good  onler  broken.  It  was  seen,  however,  tlmt  those  plausible 
pretensions  were  but  the  scdocliona  of  the  enemy,  because  the  principal 
movers  of  them  had  evidently  departed  from  Friends'  doctrine  and  only 
resorted  to  this  artful  policy  to  avoitl  detection.  Time  W}\s  as  above 
lunled,  when  the  gnuid  em  my  wanvrl  against  the  true  church  by  bis 
ministers  from  withimt.  Tliis  was  the  ca,se  both  in  the  primitive  times 
and  in  the  days  of  George  Fox  and  liis  eutemporaries  ;  anushig  j^reat 
contenllun  and  controversy,  at  each  of  those  jicriods,  tliough  we  know 
mo?t  in  relation  U\  tlic  latter.  And  our  early  Friends,  lionestly  and  man- 
fully met  and  n^bultcti  every  attack  upon  the  true  doctrines  of  the  gos- 
pel, in  due  season,  and  nithout  fear  of  coaHcfjucnces.  And  how  are  we 
to  suppose  that  Gtxl's  tender  image  of  purity  and  uprightness  was  pre- 
served in  ihem  and  kept  ah've,  amid  the  strife  of  liuigues,  and  such  a 
mighty  controversy?  Was  it  not  bermtse  they  were  ixtvered  with  tlie 
armor  of  God  ?  Was  it  not  bec4iuse  they  accounted  not  their  own  Uvea 
dear  in  coming  up  to  the  lielp  of  the  Ixa-d  against  ilie  mighty  ?  Waa 
it  nut  because  they  walked  in  the  light,  jind  dwelt  in  ihc  lite,  and  wer© 
endiAved  with  tlie  tem|H'r  and  spiritof  heaven?  Was  it  not  because  the 
Captain  of  their  salvation  led  theia  out  and  brtnight  them  in  and  covered 
them  with  hi^  unfailing  power  in  the  day  of  battle?  Was  it  not  becnus© 
their  plaindealing  with  those  who  committcil  wrong  ujHin  the  Truth,  wag 
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in  the  love  of  ChrUt,  and  therein  extendcil,  a.^  well  for  their  repovery 
as  for  the  defence  of  his  rk>ctrines  and  te^^li monies?  And  riow^  my 
denr  friends,  if  such  resii^ting  of  ihsit  which  is  evil  frf)m  an  enemy 
without  the  camp,  was  in  the  will  and  ordering  of  tiie  blessed  Iletid  of 
the  church,  what  may  we  suppose  i^  hi^  will  in  relation  lo  re^^i^tin;^  that 
which  h  evil  and  djingerous  within  our  walls?  ^len,  women  arif!  chil- 
dren wen^  then  united  in  making  a  stand  against  (he  opixiscrs  of  Truth*;* 
doctrines.  And  inasmuch  as  those  docti-ines  are  as  eminently  valua- 
ble, both  to  us  and  to  the  world  now,  a^  they  wei-e  then,  is  it  not  as 
needful  that  all  of  every  class,  shonld  unite  heiirt  and  hand  in  with- 
stiinding  and  repelling  everything  wliieh  teiid^  to  lead  off  and  scatter 
from  the  blessed  standiird  of  life  and  power^  in  all  that  is  worth  the 
name  of  religion.  Is  the  danger  te»s  to  (he  flock,  when  the  wolf 
Las  at  I  i  red  himself  with  (he  sheep's  clothing,  and  made  his  way  into 
the  fold  ?  Is  less  effort  rerjuisite  expelling  and  getting  hira  out  than 
to  prevent  his  coming  hi  ?  And  if  God's  testimonies  and  doctrines 
are  as  dear  to  himself  now  as  they  wera  in  former  limes,  when  he  gave 
the  lives  of  many  of  his  faithful  children  for  them,  will  he  not  extend 
the  ainn  of  his  power  for  the  spiritual  preservation  of  those  who  walk 
in  his  fear  and  trust  in  him  in  fulfilling  his  command,  in  their  allot- 
ment of  watching  over  the  flock  now^  as  well  as  formerly  ?  We  read  in 
Acts  XX.  28th,  **  Take  heed  therefore  unto  yourselves  and  to  all  the 
floek  over  which  the  Uoly  Ghost  hath  made  you  overseers,  to  feed  the 
chiireh  of  God,  which  h«  hath  pareliased  with  his  own  blood  ;  tor  I 
know  this,  that  after  my  departure  shall  grievous  wolves  enter  ij»  among 
you,  not  sparing  the  f!of'k,"  &c.  And  the  solemn  charge  to  Ezekiel, 
iii.  20th,  ''  When  a  righteous  man  doth  torn  from  his  righteousness, 
because  thoti  lia.>t  not  given  him  warning,  he  shall  die,  hut  his  blood 
will  I  require  at  thy  band."  This  passage  has  di\'ers  times  been 
brought  home  to  my  mind ;  and  if  the  church  were  subi^tituted  for  the 
righleouii  man,  how  va^stly  greater  the  responsibihty  upon  him  wlio 
negleetcth  or  refuscth  to  give  warning.  But  this  warning  we  know 
must  be  in  tlie  spirit  and  temper  of  the  gospel,  in  tliat  love  and  meek- 
ness which  enlerlaineth  no  personal  aniinosily,  in  that  wisdom  deserihed 
by  the  apostle  na  being  fii'st  pure,  then  peaceable,  &c.  Why  did  Wil- 
liam Penn  advij^e  Jaseph  Pike  to  read  conl rove rsi/  on  the  do<irines  of 
Frien<ls,  if  it  were  not  for  his  contirmatioii  in  tlieni^ — he  knew  that  J. 
P.  was  no  superficial  man,  and  that  he  had  no  life  in  the  faults  and 
failings  of  others;  but  he  knew  that  to  see  tlie  deformity  and  tendency 
of  l>ad  doctrines,  would  be  likely  to  enhance  and  confirm  the  excellency 
of  the  good  in  that  sincere  and  upright  man.  At  this  day  there  seems 
to  he  no  safety  without  it — to  eom[»are  all  doctrines  now  introduced  to 
our  reading  with  the  standard  j  imd  for  those  who  cannot  lest  them 
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than  formerly,  ••••«♦  i  f^ar  it  will  be  a  disappointment 
lo  thee  to  receive  this  from  me,  itistead  of  my  buj^himd,  but  1  expect  it 
will  sitOT}  be  followed  by  one  fi-ora^  him,  giving  thee  some  accoimt  of 
our  Yearly  Meeting  now  near  at  hand.  Tlie  Groove  no  r-street  meeting- 
hou.-ie,  at  Manchester,  owned  l>y  the  separatists  ftioni  us  there,  15  otiered 
for  sale  or  to  let,  the  congregation  having  dwindled  away.  I<aac 
Crewdson  travels  up  and  down  performing  the  rite  of  water-ba[jtism 
on  9uc!i  as  he  can  persuade  to  receive  it,  1  believe  most  of  our  Friends 
who  have  submitted  to  it,  have  received  it  at  his  hands. 

Anna  Braithwaite  aaid,  some  years  ago,  that  it  xvas  inexplicable  to 
her  why  she  was  discountenanced  and  looked  upon  with  distrust,  wliile 
J,  J.  Gnrney  was  received  and  caressed  by  the  same  periKms,  for  their 
sentiments  were  very  similar;  which  was  a  remark  not  easily  aasvs^ered. 
Hia  popularity  is  very  great;  a  certain  courtliness  of  manner,  seconded 
by  a  very  liberal  use  of  his  immense  wealth,  gives  him  great  influence 
with  tlie  young,  and  with  perilous  in  liinited  circumstances.  His  min- 
istry has  long  been  a  burden  to  me,  and  is  less  satisfactory  even,  since  his 
return  from  your  land.  His  writings  I  have  only  read  in  part,  admiring 
them  no  way ;  hi.*^  :*tyle  is  artificial  and  formal,  and  difficult  to  under- 
stand; but  those  pnrts  quoted  in  thy  letter,  with  the  lielp  of  thy  annota- 
tions, T  can  comprehend.  They  are  not  in  accordance  with  the  writings 
of  our  forefathers,  nor  do  they  meet  the  witness  for  Truth  in  me, — far 
otherw^ise.  At  that  most  trying  and  tedious  Select  Yearly  Meeting, 
when  he  laid  his  concern  lo  visit  you  before  us,  the  first  who  spoke  was 
that  valiant  man,  William  Gundry,  who  said  that  he  ought  to  satisfy 
Friends  that  his  sentinient43  had  undergone  a  change  before  he  could 
approve  his  concern ;  after  Sarah  Grubb,  Ami  Coning,  and  myself 
had  spoken,  a  relative  of  J.  J.  G,  said,  that  the  spirit  that  iictuated  our 
opijor-ition  was  from  beneath,  for  which  i^he  was  af^erwaixls  reproved 
with  little  effect ;  altogether  it  was  a  most  trying  lime.  •  ♦  •  ♦ 
It  is  true,  I  fear,  that  the  greater  part  of  English  Friends  are  like  those 
thou  speaks  of  in  New  Eugbindi  (and  they  are  the  most  influential 
class,)  **  changing  the  ground  of  our  primitive  doctrines,"*  yet  there  are 
many  up  and  down  who  faithfully  adliere  in  principle  and  pnictice  to 
our  old  standards  as  displayed  by  Fox,  Penri,  and  Barclay.  With 
theie,  as  way  opeos,  we  shall  confer. 

Thy  affectionate  friend, 

Margarbt  Crosfield. 
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FROM    THOMAS    B. 


MT  I>EJLR  TJOESVt 


GOULD    TO    J.    W. 

Xcwport,  l8t  of  6th  mo.»  1841. 


Although  I  have  taken  no  notice  hitherto,  on  this  sheet,  of  thy  re- 
peated conflicts  with  ihy  committees  at  Greenwich,  it  is  not  because  I  am 
indiilerenl  about  it.  No,  my  dear  frienil,  not  in  the  least ;  for  ray 
heart  ts  ftiU  of  sympathy  with  thee  in  tliy  sntlerings ;  at  any  rnte,  it  is 
a*  fud  a.>  my  very  .smsill,  and,  I  often  think,  decreasing  Ciipaeiiy  for 
feeling  will  admit ;  for  1  do  have  to  tread  niy?ieir  in  very  low  placea, 
and  as  to  any  more  enlargement,  I  am  ready  to  conclude  the  day  and 
time  for  it  is  passed  over,  so  that  my  pri*on  will  prove  my  grave.  But 
I  do  believe,  that  the  victory  will  be  «^iven  thee  over  all  tbine  enemies, 
even  by  him  who  halh  hitherto  covered  thy  head  in  the  day  of  battle, 
and  on  every  succe.^stve  engagement,  sq  that  tbey  have  not  been  per- 
mitted to  hurt  a  single  hair  j  for  "  how  should  one  be  enabled  to  eliase  a 
thousand,  and  two  put  ten  thousand  to  tlight,  except  their  Rock  had 
sold  them,  and  the  Lord  had  shat  tliem  up  ?  **  I  am  persuaded  that 
tiiey  now  are  even  ready  to  call  upon  the  rocks  lo  cover  them,  to  hide 
their  &hame,  for  they  are  at  their  wits'  end  !  They  know  not  what  to 
do ;  and  I  should  not  be  at  all  surprised,  if  they  should  be  themselves 
caught  ill  the  very  net  which  they  have  laid  for  thee.  And  thou  hadst 
a  reuewed  opportunity  at  Greenwich  to  see  how  He  who  Lath  caliedi 
qualilied  and  sent  thee,  as  he  did  one  formerly,  unto  a  captivated 
peoi)le,  in  a  "  land  of  darkness,"  to  lead  them  forth,  that  they  may  serve 
him  according  to  his  wilh  and  not  Pliaroab*s, — I  say,  thou  hadst  re- 
newed evidence  of  his  providential  care,  in  that  lie  stood  between  thee 
and  thy  purr^uers,  as  in  a  eloud,  which,  doubtless,  gave  thee  light,  but 
was  darkness  unto  them.  And  Iiow  tliey  were  troubled  by  it !  And 
were  not  their  clmriol-wheels  smitten  off,  so  tliat  they  drave  them 
heavily  ?  Thy  account  of  it  did  seem  wonderful  to  me,  and  not  to  me 
alone.  Oh,  that  atifence^  which  succeeded  the  reading  of  thy  letter  !  I 
thought  it  might  truly  have  l>een  said,  **  MarA'ellous  things  did  he  [as] 
in  the  land  of  Egypt,  [as]  in  the  tield  of  Zoau."  And  never  fear, 
my  dear  friend,  for  lie  who  has  been  with  thee  in  six  troubles,  ^vill 
not  desert  thee  in  the  seventh  !  But  it  was  not  till  Egypt  had  been 
smitten  with  all  his  wonders,  that  they  let  the  people  go  formerly  ;  and 
it  is  not  for  thyself  alone  that  they  are  suffered  to  pursue  thee  so 
ehaiply ;  the  Lord  will  doubtless  be  honored  by  it,  and  his  glorious 
cause  adviuiced ;  generations  unborn  will  hear  of  these  things,  and 
speak  of  them,  and  rank  them  among  his  wonderful  works. 


I  remain  thy  friend, 

Taos.  B.  Gould. 
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FROM   L.   A.    BARCLAY   TO   J.    W. 


Reigatc,  Surrey,  Otli  mo,,  21^t,  1841, 

Ab !  my  dear  friend,  il  is  so  chcenng^  and  filrcngthcning  to  hisir  fmm 
the€  ;  it  seems  to  give  one  a  little  liil  amid  tlie  trial.-^  of  the  day,  altliough 
thy  account  was  indeed  a  mournful  one ; — liow  painful,  that  tltost?  who 
are  leader*  of  the  people,  and  i^houJd  be  patterns  of  good  tilings,  should 
show  tliat  such  a  wrong  spirit  is  ruling  in  them  !  I  do,  indr*_'d,  v*.'ry 
tenderly  synipathisse  with  thee  under  such  suffering  as  thou  must  go 
through,  and  one's  heart  seemed  iilled  with  praise  and  admiration  of 
that  divine  Power  who  enables  his  humble,  faithful  servants  and  children 
to  wax  valiant  in  tight,  and  preserve.^  ihem  in  the  meekness  of  true 
wisdom  ;  and  I  do  tru-^t  tliou  wilt  be  sup|)or(ed  to  the  end  through  all 
that  may  be  permitted  to  come  upon  thee  in  the  unflinching  "dutence  of 
the  gospel."  ♦•*•«•*  When  I  last  heard  from  Sarah 
L,  Grubb,  she  pai^tictilarly  wi.-^hed  her  tender  ttympathy  and  lovr  in  the 
uncliangeable  Truth  "  to  thee*  But  I  must  copy  what  she  Fay^,  for  it  is 
thy  due.  I  had  sent  her  thy  kind  letter  to  read,  which,  she  says*,  "  is 
very  confirming  a?  to  my  own  vicwsj  of  the  present  stale  of  ihingji 
amongi't  us.  I  am  truly  ghid  to  Jind  that  dear  J.  W.  has  maintained  hi^ 
ground  so  nobly.  I  had  thought  much  of  him  for  a  considerable  time 
past,  and  wislied  to  know,  were  it  posmbk  that  one  so  eminunlly  chosen 
for  advocating  Truth's  testimonies  could  be  tunied  at  all  aside  by  fair 
appearances ;  for  there  is  something  in  this  day  like  the  ehnmeleon 
change  of  color.    Was  there,  indeed,  ^rer  a  time  when  the  grand  adver- 


sar)' 


showed  liim>;elf  in  his  various  transformjitions  as  now  ?     Ah  !  we 


had  need  be  endued  with  that  wisdom  that  is  of  an  opposite  character 
from  his,  '  the  crooked  serpent,'  even  what  comes  *  from  above,* 
which,  while,  it  is  gentle  and  easy  to  be  entreated^  gives  true  <li>cern- 
ment,  and  penetnUes  tlie  false  coveringij,  however  gilded  and  calculated 
to  deceive.  Well,  my  dear  friend,  we  are  yet  favored  to  see  a  few 
QvercomerSy  who  are  made  pillars  in  the  temple,  hewn  out  and  estab- 
lished by  an  almighty,  all-skilful  Pland^ — what  a  mercy  I  Yes,  *  wis- 
dom hath  buildcd  lier  house,  she  hath  hewn  out  her  pillars*'  Our 
beloved  brother  could  not  have  been  one  of  these  any  other  way  than 
by  entire  passivcness  to  the  power  working  in  him,  both  to  wUl  and  to 
do  of  the  good  pleasure  of  Him  whose  understanding  is  infinite,  and^ 
Uierefure,  not  to  he  comprehended  by  that  which  is  finite  It  ia  my 
humble  trust,  that  the  great  Head  of  the  church  will  yet  separate  mure 
manifestly,  *  tiiai  which  doth  ^erve  him,  from  that  which  serveth  him 
not,*  even  *  the  precious  from  the  vile,'  to  his  own  gloiy, — bringmg  the 
righteous  to  shine  forth  as  the  light  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father, 
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evidencing  thai  they  arc  truly  umler  His  governincnl,  whose  right  it  U 
to  sway  hLs  sceptre  in  the  liearts  of  tlie  cbildreri  of  men,  and  whose 
dominion  is  forever  and  ever.     Amen." 

*«••«•     J    remain    thy    niiurly  united   and   afll-ciionate 
friend,  Lvdia  A.  Babclay. 


FKOM    J.    W.    TO    THOMAS    B.    GOULD, 

HopkiDtoD,  Tth  mo.,  lOth,  184L 

MY   DBAS  THOMAS, 

Thy  very  acceptable  letter  came  to  band  in  due  course ;  but  I  still 
remain  unuhle  [o  do  ranch  by  way  of  a  papor  correspondence,  but  will 
just  say  tlmt  my  fractured  limb  appears  to  be  doing  as  well  as  can  be 
expected  for  tlie  time.  *  *  •  •  It  appears  that  the 
bones  have  hi-come  united,  though  they  have  not  yet  acqtiired  mricb 
strength.  I  find  no  cause  at  all  to  complain  of  my  lot,  fully  believ- 
ing that  my  confinement  will  prove  profitable  to  me  ;  having  always 
timnd  liuit  what:iO*'ver  lend*  to  reduce  and  humble  the  natnral  mind, 
if  patiently  endured,  and  received  as  ordered  or  permitted  by  God, 
proves  profitable,  as  it  may  and  does  contribute  to  deepen  ray  ti<dd  on 
him.  And  truly,  much  room  tliere  was  and  still  is,  in  the  great  pro- 
fundity of  his  ix>wer  and  wisdom,  for  me  to  get  down  through  all  that 
is  movable  or  changeable,  to  the  everlasting  Rock  whereon  alone 
there  is  jwrfect  safety  ;  from  whence  neither  the  sorrow  of  friends,  nor 
rejoicing  of  enemies  can  niove  the  feet  of  those  who  stand  fast  thereon. 
Nor  need  the  blowing  of  the  wind  or  vehement  beating  of  the  storm, 
be  any  discouragement  to  these,  altliongli  the  blindness  of  man  may 
deem  such  pi*ovings  to  have  been  the  fruits  of  God's  displeasure  and 
indignation.  But  1  know  not,  my  dear  Thomas,  that  the  exigencies  of 
the  true  church  in  the  days  of  its  greatest  perils,  ever  required  cleai-er 
vision,  or  that  itJ*  standard-hearers  stionld  be  more  livingly  prepared 
by  the  bapiism  of  Christ  s  sutferings,  than  at  this  very  memorable  limts  1 
No  matter  how  much  evil  may  be  said  of  them  (without  cause)  for  his 
sake,  and  for  his  cause's  sake,  if  they  are  deeply  grounded  in  that 
blessed  Truth  which  chaiigt^th  not  f  then  they  shall  stand  and  the 
cause  shall  prosper  in  their  hands^ — no  matter  how  adverse  the  winds 
nor  how  frequently  they  ch«mge,  if  these  have  good  ground  and  are 
furnished  with  the  sure  anchor  of  God's  Providence. 


I  have  not  yet  been  off  the  bed,  but  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  do  so  in 
a  week  more,  but  great  caution  ivill  be  necessary, 

•  •  ♦  •  I  that  which  I  truat 

changeth  not.  I  am  thy  friend,  John  Wilbur. 
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FROM   J,    W.   TO    THOMAS    B.    GOULD. 


Hopkmton.  12th  mo.,  14tb,  184t. 

♦  *  *  •  The  transactions,  as  thoti  wilt  have 

beard,  respecting  Mary  Davis  and  Isaac  MitctTell,  seem  to  hnva  been 
perfectly  in  accordance  with  Giirneyigm,  and  no  worse  tlian  wti  had 
reason  to  expect,  now  so  near  as  we  are  approximating  towards  the 
consummation  of  our  troubles  ;  ihe  endurance  whereof  is  certainly  not 
joyous,  hut  grievous  ;  and  only  as  they  are  borne  in  true  Ciiristian 
patience  it  is,  that  these  afflictions  will  contribute  to  an  exceediuj^  and 
eternal  weight  of  glory  ;  of  which  thiug-4  I  do  not  speak  with  ilie  least 
afiprehensiioii  that  they  are  unknown  to  tbee^  my  dear  fetlow-suff*«irer, 
but  as  being  well  known  and  appreciated. 

But  truly,  if  we  might  l>e  favored  to  escape  with  our  lives  until  the 
Lord  of  iSahaotli  shall  he  pleased  (o  say  it  is  enough,  how  then  i?hall 
we  rejoice  in  his  salvation.  But  at  the  Fiame  time,  though  it  he  but 
human,  the  prayer  can  hardly  he  forborne,  that  the  Lord  Almighty 
would  hasten  the  time  of  our  deliverance,  and  that  not  for  ourselves 
aIoDe»  but  for  others,  lest  faith,  botli  theirs  and  ours,  should  not  endure 
the  test  of  a  sore  and  perilous  and  protracted  warfare!  Nay,  biu  how- 
ever good  i I  IB  to  look  forward,  and  to  see  things  c!ea.rly  thai  are  com- 
ing and  must  come,  yet  as  to  the  endurance  of  labor  and  atliictioo, 
our  prayer  for  ability  must  he  day  by  day  ;  and  then  we  shall  find, 
that  the  evil  is  not  only  sufficient  for  the  day,  but  the  day  sufficient  for 
the  evil ;  and  now  and  then  a  little  time  to  spare,  for  the  ren(?wal  of 
our  hope  in  the  arm  of  God's  salvation.  Oh!  then,  seeing  the  promise 
rests  upon  this  one  thing,  *'  to  them  w/m  love  God  shall  all  things  work 
togetlier  for  goml,"  let  us  gather  unto  him^  and  sink  down  into  the 
ocean  of  his  love !  And  then,  thongh  the  voice  of  the  enemy  may  roar 
Iremendously,  and  a  flood  may  be  poured  forth  out  of  his  mouth  after 
the  woman,  yet  our  dwelling  will  be  in  safety  and  out  of  hi>  reach, 
becaujie  love  is  an  element  in  which  the  Dragon  cannot  live  ;  because 
God  is  love,  unto  whom  he  cannot  cofne. 

But  witli  wliat  bnguage  shall  we  describe  the  condition  and  enjoy- 
ment of  the  Mule,  humble,  faithful  followers  of  a  crucified  Saviour? 
Their  communion  is  with  him  and  with  one  another;  and  when  they 
come  togetlier,  and  can  speak  one  to  another,  as  they  desire  often  to 
do,  what  joy,  what  salutations,  wluit  tender  embraces  !  And  He  who 
10  Lord  over  all,  deligbleth  in  the  pure  love  of  his  children,  to  him- 
self and  to  one  another.  What  a  bnive  thing  then,  to  be  happily  num- 
bered with  those  who  serve  him,  through  all  ilioiic  perib  which  the 
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apostle  enume^rates,  or  so  manj  of  them  as  the  Lonl  in  wisdom  shall 
permit,  for  ihe  full  proof  of  their  loyalty  and  fidelity  ! 

•  *  *  •  ♦  It  has  fallen  to  my  lot  of  lale, 

to  ullend  sL'voral  funerals  with  those  uncomircled  with  Friends ;  a 
seri'ico  in  which  life  and  power,  tongue  and  utterance,  were  mercifully 
vouchsafed.     May  the  Lord  only  have  the  praise  ! 

♦         •         *         *         In  dear  lovi;  to  you  all,  &c., 

John  Wjlbub, 

FROM    JOHN    WlLBm*    TO    MARY    DAVIS* 

Hapkititon,  8th  mo,,  13Th,  IMl. 

JIT    DEAll    FHIEXO,    MAUI'    DAVia, 

It  id  now  more  than  six  weeks  since  I  received  the  injury,  and  con*e- 
quently  since  I  have  been  ahrond  to  any  other  house,  but  my  fractured 
limb  has  succeeded  and  improved,  I  holicve,  quite  as  well  as  h  common 
for  a  person  of  my  age  ;  I  am  alxjut,  both  within  doors  and  out,  with  my 
cnitches,  hut  dare  not  venture  to  bear  enough  weight  on  my  weak 
leg  to  go  without  ihem  yet  But  I  have  some  thought  of  trying  to 
get  to  meeting  next  first  day.  Tl»is  comparatively  light  affliction  and 
privatioa  has,  I  trust,  not  been  unprotitahle  to  me.  All  our  trials, 
if  patiently  endured  with  perfect  submission,  contribute  to  our  further 
experience  iti  be&i  things,  and  to  an  increased  purification  of  heart, 
preparatory  for  a  greater  enjoyment  of  peace  and  consolation,  as 
well  as  for  the  service  of  our  divine  Lord  and  Master  among  his 
people.  For  the  «ons  of  Levi  were  to  he  ptirilied  more  than  any  other 
of  the  Lord's  people,  in  order  to  b^  fitted  for  that  eacred  calling  of 
administering  holy  thiagsr — were  to  be  purged  as  gold  and  as  silver, 
and  to  stand  on  the  bottom  of  Joi'dan  until  the  people  were  clean 
passed  over,  that  stones  of  ineniorial  might  be  brought  up,  thereby  fur- 
nishing evidence  that  they  were  divinely  called  and  qualified  for  the 
prie.st*s  office ;  sti  now  his  living  ministers  have  to  be  purified  more 
than  others,  have  often  to  be  c!iosen  in  the  funniee  of  aifliction,  and  to 
go  down  into  Jordan,  the  river  of  judgment,  bringing  up  from  thence 
living  stones  of  memorial  ;  thus  evidencing  that  they  arc  the  Lord's 
own  purified  and  baptized  messengers,  not  only  to  publish  glad  lidinga, 
and  to  preach  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord,  but  to  wage  war  in 
righteousness  against  all  that  believeth  and  maketh  a  lie;  and,  in  short, 
again.st  all  tlie  enemies  of  God's  heritage ;  and  oh  I  what  a  great  want 
there  is  up  and  down  among  those  who  are  called  the  Lord's  people  of 
abiding  in  the  furnace  of  afiiictlon,  to  the  perfect  renovation  of  all  their 
mental  faculties  and  perceptions.  If  this  is  not  in  some  good  degree 
the  cfise,  thou  k  no  west,  ray  dear  friends  none  can  see  things  as  they 
are  in  the  visions  of  light,  none  can  distinguish  between  the  radiance 
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of  the  fallen  angel^  and  tbaf  of  the  angels  of  God,  between  the  precious 
ancj  tlifi  vile,  belwet^n  tlmt  wliich  serrelli  God  and  that  whirh  serreth 
him  not.  How  imimrtnnr  tlien  in  thi^  our  daj,  wliilt^l  he  who  can  »o 
dissemble  as  to  be  a  Ij'iug  spirit  in  the  mouth  of  the  pmphot.'?,  and 
"  prevail "  to  indiiee  the  liosts  of  Ismel  to  go  to  Ramotb  Gilead,  the 
land  of  slaughter,  that  we  endure  the  needful  purgations  ]  But  may  we 
not  console  oureelve.^^  a  little,  iny  dear  friend,  in  believing,  howevi^r  for- 
lorn tlie  eondilion  of  the  Lord's  people  in  this  day,  that  there  are  more 
true  prophets  left  us  and  more  dear  vision  than  in  Mieaiah's  time,  when 
tliere  wa^*  hut  one  to  four  hundred  among  the  prophets  who  saw  things 
clearly  in  the  pure  vision.^  of  light  ?  When  I  wa^  in  our  Yearly  Meet- 
ing where  there  was  prohjibly  about  four  hundred  present,  the  thoitght 
was  intrfwlueed  to  my  mind  tlmt  the  proportion  was  much  greater  who 
would  advise  against  going  to  llamolh  Gilend  than  in  Ahah's  collection 
of  prophets  ;  yet  this  little  number  of  true  propfiets,  were  they  not 
ol\en  smitten  as  Micaiali  wa;i,  and  tauntingly  inquired  of  in  huhsiunce, 
'*  Whif'fi  way  went  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  fi-om  me  to  thee,"  and  were 
not  tlie  horns  of  iron  also  seen  in  the  hands  of  some  ?  Thoma-?  and 
Elizabeth  Robson  came  here  while  I  was  a  bed-keeper,  even  very 
soon  after  the  accident ;  and  their  whole  business  was  to  exhort 
and  eommand  me  to  condemn  my  speaking  so  freely  against  J.  J* 
Guniey.  They  came  directly  from  Provideuee  by  the  way  of  T* 
Howlund*3,  and  seemed  to  be  very  highly  charged  ;  telling  me  that 
if  I  did  not  retract  I  should  have  no  peace  of  mind  !  But  I  lliuught  I 
had  a  better  knowledge  for  myself  of  what  would  make  fur  peace,  than 
they  had  for  me  ;  for  truly  I  have  >eldom  found  more  satistaetiun  in  an 
adherence  to  what  I  believed  to  be  the  intiraationj*  of  Truth  than  in  a 
consistent  refusal  to  condemn,  in  any  way  whatever,  the  course  whieli  I 
have  taken  in  relation  to  J,  J.  G,  and  hi^  doctrines.  Since  then  I  have 
received  a  long  letter  from  T.  llowland  for  the  same  purposie,  containing 
nothing  but  old,  worn-ont  and  abj^unl  arguments,  allrgations  and  exbor- 
lations.  A  recantation  from  me  would  no  doubt  greatly  contribtite  to  the 
intere-;tand  success  of  their  cause;  hence  they  seem  disposed  not  to  leave 
a  stone  unturned,  or  any  eHTorl  untried  by  which  they  might  have  any 
hope  of  effecting  that  object.  I  apprehend  they  are  sensible  that  a 
recantation  from  me  would  do  vastly  more  for  their  cause  than  any  disci- 
plinary pTOCceding^  which  they  couhl  adopt,  even  if  they  were  able  to 
exeominunicute  me  from  the  Society.  The  greater  and  more  repeated 
iheir  efforts  for  such  a  purpose,  the  more  i*ellled  I  am  in  the  opinion 
that  they  are  determined  to  adopt  the  doctrinea  of  Gurney  instead  of 
those  of  our  forefalhern  ;  and  therefure  the  more  unalterable  I  am  in 
the  resolution  never  to  make  the  required  recantation  come  what  may. 
And  truly,  my  dear  friend,  since  I  have  now  been  confined,  I  have  felt 
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more  ensiy  anil  rjiiict  ilijiti  ever  a3  to  the  result  of  their  proceedingi, 
townnls  me,  feeling  well  satisfied  in  committinfjj  the  whole  muse  to 
Him  who  will  suflTer  nolliinj^  to  befkll  mt*,  iis  I  trust,  but  will  teud  to  my 
good,  the  gCMjii  of  his  cause,  and  to  \m  ^lory  in  the  end  ;  and  I  am 
mercifully  spared  from  feeling  any  anxiety  about  il ;  and  so  I  hope 
will  be  my  friends  everywhere  in  relation  to  my  sufferings  and  perse- 
cutions. He  who  rules  in  the  kingdoms  of  men,  will  liually  ord«*r  and 
control  fill  tlungs  arigtit,  if  we  simply  do  tliut  which  he  calleth  for  at 
our  hnudd  in  the  opening  of  his  will  to  us,  and  patiently  wait,  and 
quietly  hope  for  his  salvation  ;  and  if  he  appoint  unto  U5  greater  afflio 
lions  than  we  have  yet  experiencetl  if  we  are  favored  to  keep  '*  the  word 
of  Uh  patiunce  "  he  wdl  not  leave  us  nor  forsake  us  in  the  day  of 
trouble,  but  u'ill  sueeor  ami  sustain  us  through  all  that  men  can  do  to 
us,  and  he  will  preside  over  and  order  his  own  cause,  and  finally  give 
us  the  vietory.  My  wife  and  family  join  me  in  miieh  dear  love  to  thy- 
self, husband  and  family,  and  to  all  our  dear  faithful  Friends  in  your 
quarter.     Farewell.  Jobjt  Wilbur. 


FROM   ANN  J0NE9   TO   J.   W. 

Stockport,  11th  mo.,  16th,  1841. 

MY   DEAU  AXD    MUCH   liSTEESiED    FRIFOJO,   JOHS   WlLBUltj 

I  have  long  wished  for  a  I i tile  feeling  of  ability  to  give  thee  a  writ- 
ten proof  of  my  sisterly  sympathy  with  thee,  in  and  under  the  pro- 
tracted suffering  which  has  iallen  to  thy  lot,  for  thy  laithfuhiefes  in 
supporting  the  doctrines,  the  principles*  and  testimonies  given  lo  our 
dear  furefalliers,  and  to  us  as  their  representatives,  lo  bear  to  the  world. 
Many  iliiug>  have  conspired  to  prevent  an(3  to  di^rourage  me  from  put- 
ting my  wish  in  practice;  one  of  the  priiieipjil  ot"  which  is  an  increased 
and  increasing  aversion  to  the  employment  of  letter-writing,  from  ad- 
vancing age  disqualifying  me  from  doing  it  to  my  own  satisfaction, 

"Many  are  the  affliction:?  of  the  righteous,  but  the  Lonl  delivereth 
him  oui  of  them  a//."  1  believe  the  present  is  a  day  in  wliich  the  lan- 
guage of  the  apostle  is  fulfilled  in  a  remarkable  manner,  in  the  experi- 
ence of  those  who  liave  love  enough  for  the  great  Master  to  stand  up- 
right and  faithful  unto  him*  "  All  that  will  live  godly  in  Chri^it  Jesus 
ahall  suffer  persecution;/'  how  far  thf*  subsequent  part  of  the  sentence 
applies  is  perhap*  not  for  me  to  say,  but  truly  those  who  would  follow 
tlieir  crucified  Lord  faithfully,  must  not  only  be  willing  to  give  up  their 
names  to  rt  [troach,  but  their  backs  to  the  smiter.  and  their  checks  to 
them  that  plurk  off'  the  hair,  I  doubt  not  but  thou  hast  often  felt  the 
force  of  the  language,  "  The  ploughers  ploughed  ijpon  my  back,  they 
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made  long  their  furrows."  I  well  remember  how  feelingly  and  forcibly 
tliis  sentence  dw^U  ufton  my  miiul,  in  the  beginning  of  the  eonle^t  with 
that  evil  heurt  of  unbelief  in  deftfirting  from  the  living  God,  in  which 
I  wai*  engjiged,  however  unworthily*  in  your  hind, — and  ahhotigh  the 
spirit  that  bus  risen  up  in  opposition  to  it  make?  high  professions  of 
love  to  him,  and  Jaith  in  liii^  name,  I  am  often  lY'ady  to  fear  for  those 
who  have  imbihed  it,  that  they  will  in  the  end  tind  themseives  in  the 
condition  of  Absalom  when  he  had  usurped  the  iinlhorfty,  stolen  the 
hearts'  of  the  people  from  their  true  and  lawful  king,  and  at  last  was 
caught  Ity  ttiat  in  which  lie  had  prided  himiieir*  It  seems  as  though 
Utile  Cf>uld  bii  done  here  at  pi*eseiit,  but  to  endeavor  to  suffer  patiently, 
until  the  Lord  sees  meet  to  make  a  way  for  the  detivenvuce  of  his  own 
opprev^ed  seed.  There  are  comparatively  few  amongst  us,  who  see 
things  irt  the  true  light,  few  indeed  Avho  are  willing  to  see  the  weak, 
mixed  and  muddy  state  we  are  in,  drinking  of  the  muddy  streams  of 
Babylon  instead  of  coming  to  the  pure  River  of  the  water  of  life — 
"  half  Jew»  and  half  Ashdod  " — afraid  (o  come  to  tlie  true  touchstone, 
lest  ibeir  deeds  should  be  reproved,  their  false  rest  bn:jken  up,  their 
false  covei'ing  rent  off;  and  thu.s  the  piire  principles  and  le.'^ti monies  of 
Truth  are  too  &tntit,  too  narrow,  for  their  lilieral  s|iirits — poor,  vain, 
self-conceited  mortals,  not  able  to  discern  the  true  itberff/,  the  true  en- 
large metU  of  soul  which  the  Truth,  the  pure  Truth,  the  ever  blessed 
and  tinehangeable  Truth  givcH  and  leads  into — through  the  strait 
gale  antl  narrow  way — ^tlie  way  which  lead.<  to  the  blesjicd  and  glorious 
liberty  of  the  children  of  God.  ^lay  piitience  iia\e  ii^  pertect  work, 
and  may  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints  be  eieadily  maintained 
and  boldly  contended  for,  when  its  blessed  author  leads  into  the  field- — 
the  armor  kept  on  in  brightness,  waiting  the  word  of  command  to  go 
fortli,  or  to  stand  slill,  then  we  have  nothing  to  fear.  Farewell  iii  the 
Lord. 

I  am  as  ever,  ihy  affectionately  interested  friend, 

Ann  Jones. 


FROM   J.    TV.   TO   THOMAS   B.    GOULD. 


Hopkmton,  Uth  of  3d  mo.,  1»43. 

MT  DEAR  THOMAS, 

•  •  •  •  •  [After  narrating  the  proceedings  of  the  commit- 
tee in  the  Select  Quarterly  Meeting  at  Providence,  be  says,]  I  sent  an 
address  to  the  Meeting  for  Suffering-*  that  afternoon,  signed  only  by 
tnyf^elf,  with  extract^^  from  the  writing-^  of  J.  J,  G.  which  aj*e  deemed  to 
be  irreconcilable  with  the  doetrtiie>  of  Friends,  desiring  them  to  examine 
these  and  others  of  the  same  description  by  whomsoever  written,  and  to 
J»0 
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(leciile  toueliing  (heir  fionndneiis^  and  lay  tTic  result  of  tlieir  labor?  and 
di^cisicHis  Lw'lure  tin/  Society  m  Nlw  Eii*;tiunl  i  with  llie  ex[>res8ion  of 
a  iiope,  thut  if  rij^jhtly  done,  it  woiiM  coiitrihute  to  tht;  sHf'ety  of  the 
SocitMj,  as  well  as  to  I  lie  reRtonUmn  of  peace  lunong  us.  This  address, 
I  was  intbrmed,  was  referred  ihv  exnminntioii  to  a  committee  of  six 
or  seven,  but  not  to  report  to  that  sitting,  aecordinw  lo  ihe  heretofore 
invarijihle  ysage  of  Friends  but  to  their  meeting  three  montliS  hence! 

A  !?imiku'  address,  1  have  i^inee  learned,  was  sent  from  Nautueket, 
si^ne*l  hy  tifteeu  Fiieiuls  suul  probnbly  di^iposed  of  in  the  same  nuin- 
ner,  But  does  not  the  jeo|iardy  niid  danj;er  which  awaits  the  Soeietj 
by  nu'iiiis  ol"  the  spread  of  these  biinefid  doetiioe?:,  demand  a  speedy 
allerili«Jti  to  (hem  ?  Of  suthcient  importance,  in  sounder  days,  wouid 
ihw  subject  have  been  deemed,  to  have  detained  the  Meeting  for  Sii€- 
ferii3*^H  from  day  to  day,  imtil  all  the  spurious  doetriries!  jjyr[>oj'ting  to 
be  the  doctrines  of  Friends,  should  liave  rereived  the  rej>n>baiion  which 
thev  deserved.  Isajic  Mitchell,  [of  Nuntyeket,]  has  informed  me  that 
all  tlitrir  miui^lerss,  elders,  and  oii  erseers  were  culled  together,  when  the 
extracls  and  proposed  address  to  the  Meeting  for  SuflTenngs  were  read, 
and  united  with,  and  the  adtlress  was  signed  by  every  male  present, 
anil  ajiprohatt'd  hy  i^M^ry  female,  and  so  certified  oa  the  back.  •  ♦  ♦ 
I  am  well  a^^sured  of  the  eorrectuess  of  these  applications,  it  being  the 
very  coui^se  contemplated  by  oor  discipHne,      «         •         •         ♦ 

I  hope  some  of  you  will  continue  to  write,  but  t4ike  due  care  not  to 
let  anything  escat»e  you  to  me,  like  flalteriag  the  creature;  for  certainly 
there  is  no  prai.'^e  due  to  man,  nor  to  the  sons  tj^  men  whose  breath  is  in 
their  nostrils.  Those  who  are  in  this  sad  defectiou  of  principle,  are  re- 
markable for  giving  and  receiving  honor  one  of  another,  whilst  they 
have  not  that  which  comes  from  (;Jud  only.  Quite  a  dilTerent  thing  from 
the  expression  of  unity  and  fellowship  among  brethren,  jmd  of  that  en- 
couragement and  commendation  which  the  Truth  not  only  allows,  but, 
under  circumstances  of  tiial  and  discouragement,  dictates.  *  ♦  •  * 
In  love  to  thyielf  and  the  whole  family,  with  all  our  friends  there,  I 
conclude,  and  remain  thy  friend, 

John  Wilbuk- 

frou  j»  w.  to  setii  and  mart  davis. 


tFall  Bii-er,  15th  of  3<1 100.^  1642* 
MT  TJEAn  FRim»nB, 
I  have  often  thonght  of  you  >inee  your  Quarterly  Meeting  in   the 
12th  month,  and  in  my  little  mejisure  have  sympathized  with  you,  and 
have  desireil  and  do  desire  thut  llie  afllietiuns  that  hav^e  been  permitted 
to  fall  to  your  lot  from  the  hand  of  man,  may  not  only  be  endured  for 
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titt  Bake  of  Him  wlio  bath  called^  in  the  meekness  and  in  the  cv^rlast- 
inw  patience,  but  may  be  even  turned  into  blci^sings  by  Him  who  is 
able  by  bis  marvellous  power  to  cause  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise  bim, 
or  tliat  tlif!  effects  thereof  upon  the  hearts  of  bis  dedicatiHl  servtuitij 
and  handmaidens  shoidd  contribute  to  their  still  greater  depth  in  the 
river  of  his  power  that  flows  from  the  threshold  of  the  Sanctuary, 
and  finally  terminates  in  his  gli>ry»  which  is  tmly  the  eoni^ummation  of 
every  desire  that  hreaibe^j  in  (lie  boundle.^s  ocean  of  hi^  love,  of  his 
life,  and  of  hi-rf  jiower.  It  doe.s  itT<lef:;d  appeiir  that  such  a  day  has 
dawned  aj^aiii  uiK>n  us,  as  the  apostle  duacnbej*  wherein  all  thosie  who 
would  live  godiy  in  Christ  Jema  must  sutfer  persecution,  wdierein  all 
who  would  exalt  ilic  living  above  the  dead  must  endure  not  only  the 
reproached  of  the  world  but  the  reproaches  of  tho-«e  who  liave  dipped  in 
the  8ame  di^h  with  them, — ^truly  hard  to  endure  tfuit  s-uch  iihould  have 
lifted  up  tlieir  he<_d  against  us.  Wtll  my  dearly  beloved  friends,  Me 
who  tnwl  lilt*  thorny  jwith  before  us,  said  to  a  dignified  and  faitiiful  ser- 
vant of  the  primitive  naje,  "  My  grace  is  siiJltcient  for  thee  ;  "  and  if  this 
heavenly  gift  wa-«  siifllrient  to  enable  those  primitive  ?uffere^^  to  endure 
that  great  fi^ht  of  afflictions  which  fell  to  their  lot,  will  it  not  prove 
abundantly  sufficient  in  this  our  day  for  all  those  who  pat  their  trust  in 
him  ?    I  believe  it  wilt,  be  their  suffermgs  and  atflictions  what  thej^  may. 

Although  1  have  not  been  without  njany  trials  ^tnce  I  last  had  ihe 
ple«>ure  of  enjoying  your  company  at  ttiis  place,  yet  bound  I  am 
under  the  strongest  obligations  to  the  Goil  and  Father  of  all  our  sure 
mercies,  in  that  he  lias  not  forsaken  nor  lefl  me  in  the  hour  of  trial, 
and  therefore  desire  in  deep  gratitude  and  great  humility  to  give 
thanks  to  his  great  and  holy  jName,  and  increasingly  to  dedicjite  my 
all  to  him  and  to  his  cause,  as  well  as  incretisingly  to  watch,  to 
abide  a  faithful  sentinel  as  well  by  night  as  by  day,  that  so  the  grand 
enemy,  in  whatever  form  or  appearance  he  may  a[»proach  me,  or  the 
hom?e  and  heritage  of  my  fathers?,  may  be  discovered,  identified  and 
repulsed  through  the  power  of  hira,  who  never  did  since  the  world  be- 
pia*  forsake  nor  fait  to  deliver  his  trustful,  lowly-walking  and  faithful 
children  ;  anointing  their  eyes  to  see  and  distinguish  the  most  insidious 
and  ensnarinij  wile^  of  the  great  deceiver.  But  for  his  oft  and  iulora- 
ble  interj>osilion,  1  may  well  aay  1  never  should  have  been  able  to  abide 
the  tiials  of  my  day.         •••♦•* 

After  all,  my  dear  friends,  I  desire  that  our  trust  may  be  always, 
and  allogelber  in  the  arm  of  God's  jKJwer  and  providence,  as  it  relates 
to  our  deliveitmce  from  the  hands  uf  the  oppressoi's ;  for  truly  there 
can  be  nothing  short  of  such  interference  whereby  we  liave  a  right  to 
expect  it. 

In  tnuch  love  to  yourselves  and  fi^mily  as  well  as   to  all  faithful 
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Friends,  T  conckide.  and  am  ns  ever  m  the  fellowsbtp  of  the  ererlasting 
go6p<'l  your  friend, 

John  Wflbdr. 


FROM    Lri>lA    A.    BARCI-AT   TO   J.    \\\ 

Reigate,  24tU  of  Gth  iuOm  1842. 
MY  DEAR  FSRHD» 

Thy  la-H  acceptahle  letter  I  reeeiVed  ahoiit  the  end  of  fniirili  mo., 
and  was  pleased  to  fiad  by  k  that  ihy  health  was  in  great  measure 
restored,  ihough  of  course  in  some  degree  still  feeling  the  effects  of  thy 
hiUi^po^ition  and  accident  la^t  summer.  E^^ery  sueceeding  year  of 
out"  lives  (especially  at  thy  adviuieed  a«:e,)  we  feel  less  ability  to 
rally  afler  ilhie.*,^  of  any  kind  ;  but  1  feel  it  no  small  favor  that  a 
few  faithful  watehers,  are  still  preserved  awhile  longer  to  our  poor, 
degenerate  church  ;  and  earnestly  desire-,  if  consistent  with  the  Divine 
wtlh  it  may  be  so  for  some  year;*,  tliongh  I  would  not  deshe  the  in- 
erea.<e  of  thy  siufieringr?.  Ah  !  my  dear  friend,  I  could  not  but  notice 
thy  remark  in  allusion  to  a  crisis,  if  things  are  pursued  to  extremities  ; 
it  must  be  so,  oae  would  think,  provided  your  other  Yearly  Meetinga 
are  preserved  siound,  but  here  1  see  no  sueli  remedy,  I  trust  many  of 
U9  w^oukl  be  w^illing  to  eulfer  disownment  and  even  death,  for  the  stike 
of  the  ijrecious  cjiase  and  testinmnieri;  of  Truth,  if  we  may  but  be  pre- 
served tirm  thereto,  faithful,  humble  and  watchful  to  the  very  end  !  Oh  ! 
how  does  all  that  is  alive  and  sensible  within  me  earnestly  desire  this, 
though  at  times  greatly  bowed  down  under  a  sent>c  of  our  adulterated 
state,  so  as  to  long  with  the  mournful  prophet  formerly  for  "  a  lodging 
^in  the  wilderness  "  that  one  might  go  from  one's  people  and  weep  bit- 
terly for  them. 

Oh,  how  strikingly  applicable  to  ua,  as  a  [H^ople,  are  those  parts 
of  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  and  Ezekitd  which  are  addressed  to  back.^liding 
Israel  formerly  !  And  is  there  not  danger  of  the  language  going 
forth,  *^  Shall  I  not  vii^it  for  these  things  ?  Shall  not  my  soul  be 
avenged  on  such  a  nation  as  this?"  And  yet  when  the  Lord  u  evi- 
dently ciilling  us  to  weeping  and  mourning  and  girding  with  saekelolh 
for  the  backsliding  and  adultery  among,st  as,  yea,  for  the  alxmii nations 
committed  by  the  elders  of  Israel,  '*  behold  joy  and  gladness  ; "  a  boast- 
ing of  good  times  and  thing.-j  amongst  us,  and  a  saying  like  some  of  old, 
"  la  not  the  Lord  among  us  ?  None  evil  can  conie  upon  us  !  "  And  it 
WiLs  said  to  such,  "  Therefore  shall  Zion  for  your  spikes  be  ploughed  ivs  a 
field,  and  Jerusalem  shall  become  heaps,"  And  yet,  I  ara  reminded 
whilst  writing,  of  what  my  dear  brother  John  says  in  a  letter,  (see 
page  274  of  the  selections  from  his  papers,  &c,,)  *^  However  we  may  be 
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|>prmittf*d  to  he  trnmpled  upon  and  bmken  to  pieces,  the  blessed  Truth 
will  outlive?  it  allf  ami  omiTge  uut  of  llie  very  ruins,  if  it  rausl  eome  to 
that!"  ♦  •  ♦  •  Oh,  this  h  eufoiim^^iun;  to  the  poor  oppressed 
and  grieved  ones,  even  the  <*on.«ideralion  that  the  Lamb  and  his  follow- 
ers shaft  have  the  victory,  the  Truth  shall  prevail  and  reii^n  over  all  ! 
Oh!  then»  may  we  "rest  in  the  Lonl  iiofl  wuit  patiently  (or  him,"  for 
in  due  time  he  will  oorae  and  will  not  tarry,  and  his  arising  will  he  the 
scattering  of  his  enenne&,  nod  those  that  liate  him  shall  tlee  Ixdore  him. 
however  they  may  have  made  a  boast  of  him  and  been  leaning  falsely 
u|ion  him!  Our  Yearly  Meeting  was  indeed  a  painful  time;  it  was 
considered  by  some,  the  most  quiet  aud  harmoniouj^*  we  have  had  for 
some  years;  but  a  remnaut  felt  that  it^  was  like  tlie  riyietnesn  of  death, 
and  the  harmony  of  oppression,  and,  as  such,  thought  it  was  ranch  more 
painful  than  when  there  were  more  open  contests  a  few  yearns  ago. 

I  want  much  to  know  how  thou  likes  the  selections  from  dear  John's 
letters,  &«.  My  brother  Rawlinson  sent  thee  one  early  in  the  year. 
I  eaw  a  letter  to  him,  (received  lately,)  from  Thomas  Evan3  of  Phila- 
delphia ;  it  13  a  poor  w^eak  tiling;  and  he  cnviL*?  at  tliese  srdections  in 
regard  to  two  letters^  at  page  KiO,  idso  at  another  at  p.  44,  45,  feanng  it 
might  discourage  parents  from  bringing  up  their  children  consistently. 
I  tear  he  is  not  so  wholly  come  round  to  ancient  views  as  could  be 
wished.  *•♦••••*♦* 
I  itmain  thy  truly  sympathizing  and  nearly  united  friend, 

Lydia  a.  Barclat, 


FROM    AITN    CONING    TO   J.    W. 

Gbboroogh,  17th  of  8th  mo.,  1843. 

KT  DKAa  ritlJEKD, 

•••••••Itiaa  favor  in  the  midst  of  all  trials  when  we  can 

look  upon  Zinn,  the  city  of  the  ?aints  Bolemnities,  and  to  know  Jerusa- 
lem to  be  a  quiet  habitation.  O,  to  abide  here  how  sweet  it  is !  and 
how  safe  we  are !  even  though  the  bla^^t  of  the  terrible  ones  be  as  a 
storm  against  the  wallj  or  come  upon  us  as  an  overwliehuing  flood; 
yet  when  we  have  sought  tin?  Lor<l  and  his  strength,  has  he  not 
at  times  undertaken  for  us,  and  been  pleased  to  realize  his  gracious 
promise,  in  lifting  up  his  blessed  Spirit,  as  a  standard  against  them  ? 
For  he  has  in  every  age  been  a  strength  to  the  poor,  a  strength  to  the 
needy,  in  his  distress,  a  refuge  from  the  storm  and  the  iemf»esi.  Many 
are  tlie  trials  and  discounigements  of  the  present  day  in  thi*  land,  as 
well  as  in  youra ;  a  small  remnant  seems  left  who  are  no!,  les.-*  or  more, 
30* 
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tinctured  with  Beaconisra ;  what  are  called  middle  men — that  thmi  need 
not  be  5uri>nsed  if  the  ministry  be  much  nffeeled*  Those  who  adlicrc 
closely  to  the  first  j»riTici[»I«'S  are  not  wry  pofriihir  at  this  day,  but 
I  am  thankfnl  in  hf^lioving  the  Almighty  ha%  and  still  i;*,  laying  his 
Imnd  uiion  one  here,  mid  another  thi^re,  ami  Itringing  them  to  embrace 
tlie  precious  principles  of  owr  worthy  pivdecc.'isoriii,  in  their  purity 
and  sitnplieily;  particularly  amongst  the  yiuiiif![  men,  two  of  whom 
1  had  an  opportunity  with  at  my  qniirter^  iti  Londoii  before  1  left 
the  South.  They  appear  to  have  entered  into  the  Soeieiy  by  Clirist 
ihfi  door,  who  has  declared  himself  to  be  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the 
life  ;  hence  we  may  consolingly  believe  tbat  these  and  such  a*i  these, 
or  iheir  children  in  days  to  come,  may  stand  and  feed  the  iloeks,  may 
also  help  to  "build  the  old  waiite  places^  and  raise  up  the  foundations 
of  many  generation^?." 

Suix-ly  in  this  we  may  rejoice^  that  the  foundation  of  Goil  h  the 
same  that  ever  it  was;  it  standeth  pure,  nnd  tho.>;(.^  who  are  building 
upon  it,  will  not  be  confounded.  May  we  bave  the  eye  turned  to 
this  &tr<mghohh  instead  of  looking  too  ninch  lo  the  discouragements  that 
alwund,  and  thus  be  weakened  and  depressed  in  a  way  not  dei^igned 
by  llim  whose  immutable  word  and  truth  will  stand,  though  all  men 
forsake  it.  Still,  I  believe  the  lx»rd  calls  many  of  hi?  tlear  children 
to  mounting  and  kmentation  because  of  the  desolations  of  Zion,  yea, 
and  gives  them  to  be  skilful  therein.  It  was  so  with  our  late  dear 
Mother  in  Israel,  and  valiant  in  the  Truth,  Sarah  Grubb.  Oh,  how 
I  do  miss  her  at  the  Yearly  ileetings !  We  have  not  another  S.  G. 
left.  I  have  been  comforted  since  her  decease  in  the  reperusal  of  her 
letters  to  me.  I  will  here  give  thee  an  extract  from  one  of  them.  "  Some 
of  us  see  the  necessity  of  being  ranged  conspicuously  on  the  side  of 
primitive  Quakerism,  and  warning  faithfully  of  the  danger  of  things 
creeping  in,  that  from  their  nature  and  tendency  mut^t  divitle,  must 
indeed  separate,  whether  there  be  an  outwardly  drawing  the  line  of 
division  yea  or  nay.  In  fulfiliing  the  will  of  our  heavenly  Father,  we 
must  endeavor  to  leave  consequences,  and  run  llie  risk  of  being  our- 
selves wounded  by  the  arrows  uf  the  archers^  and  perhaps  even  carry 
the  marks  of  our  engagc[uents  vvitfi  us,  like  sears  from  head  io  foot,  to 
be  seen  to  the  end  of  our  days."  She  was  often  wounded  in  the  day  of 
battle,  yet  she  turned  not  her  back,  "  the  arras  of  her  hands  were  made 
strong  by  the  hands  of  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob." 


In  the  renewed  feeling  of  that  love  which  reaches  over  sea  and  land, 
do  I  salute  tbee  and  hid  thee  farewell  in  the  Lord. 

Ann  Coning. 


LETTEE  FROM  ANN  JONES. 


355 
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Stockport,  10th  mo.,  25th,  1842. 

WT    DEAR    AFFLICTED   FRIEND, 

Thou  hu^t  been  very  much  the  corapanion  of  my  mind,  not  only  dur- 
ing; thi^  months  that  havo  passed  in  the  present  eventful  yertPj  but  also 
at  other  times  fretiuenlly  since  it  was  thy  lot  to  he  a  soiTowful  sojourner 
amongst  us,  in  this  highly  professing  country.  Recent  accounts  re- 
ceived coivfinn  the  apprehension  of  my  mind,  that  thou  art  not  only 
set  for  the  defence  of  the  gospel,  but  also  tliat  ttiou  art  set  as  a  mark 
for  the  iiTTOws  of  the  archers.  But  "  be  of  f^Oi^d  clicer,"  remember  the 
blessing  pronounced  by  thy  dear  and  divine  Ixird  and  Master  upon 
those  who  are  persecuted  for  righteousness'  sake,  in  the  10th,  11th,  and 
I2tli  verscji  of  the  fifth  chapter  of  Matthew;  and  although  there  may  be 
and  doubtless  are,  seasons  permitted,  when  faith  and  patience  are 
closely  put  to  the  test,  yet  He  on  whom  thou  bclievcst,  and  in  whose 
cause  thou  art  given  up  to  suffer,  will  not  fail  nor  forsake  thee  in  the 
time  of  nee<l;  as  surely  as  he  was  with  his  faithful  Daniel  in  the 
lion'.^  den,  and  with  the  tln-ce  children  in  the  fiery  furnace,  so  surely 
will  he  l>e  near  to  thee.  And  though  thy  accusers  may  seem  to  tri- 
umph, and  to  gain  tlie  victory  for  a  lime,  even  as  theirs  did,  yet  as  thy 
Hole  trust  and  confidence  remiiin  to  be  in  tlie  name  of  the  Lore!,  he 
will  in  his  own  good  time  arise  for  the  help  of  his  |K>or  afllictcd  chil- 
dren. 

*'  The  rod  of  the  wicked  shall  not  rest  on  the  lot  of  the  righteotiH,  lest 
be  also  put  forth  his  hand  to  do  evil."  Nay,  verily ;  I  believe  lliat  thy 
accusers  have  the  same  testimony  in  tlieir  hcm'ts  iluit  Daniel's  had, — 
**  we  shall  find  no  occasion  against  this  Daniel  exce[>l  it  be  concern- 
ing tin-  law  of  his  God."  And  how  marvellously  did  he  work  for  Danieri* 
deliverance  and  exaltation  before  the  people.  And  whether  lie  with 
whom  is  the  power*  sec  meet  thus  to  deliver  thee  by  a  high  hand  and 
outstretched  arm  or  not,  he  will  surely  keep  thee  from  the  fear  of  evil, 
as  thou  trontinuest  to  trust  in  him.  lie  will  not  give  his  glory  to  tm- 
other  nor  his  praise  to  gniven  images,  the  work  of  men's  hands.  He 
will  in  his  own  good  time  deliver  his  oppressed  seed,  will  cause  Jacob 
to  rejoice  and  Israel  to  be  glad.  Then  fear  not  worm  Jacob — who  art 
tliou  thut  thou  shouldst  be  afraid  of  a  man  that  shail  die,  and  of  the  son 
0?  man  that  shall  be  made  as  grass.  He  who  "  hath  his  way  iu  the 
whirlwind  and  in  the  Btorm,  and  the  clouds  are  the  dust  of  his  feet,** 
will  overrule  all  the  devices  and  contrivances  of  designing  men  to  their 
confu:-ion  and  the  exaltation  of  bis  own  precious  cause,  the  glory  of 
his  own  glorious,  holy,  and  ever  wortliy  name. 
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George  Crosfield  hiis  sent  me  the  account  of  proceedings  agaiiii^t 
thee,  an«l  I  have  al!H>  received  several  leJters  from  our  dear  friend:* 
in  Phihidelpliiii  giving  a  relation  of  the  persecution  that  isi  carr)  ing  on 
a^inst  the  faithful  in  New  England.  This  thou  knowest,  my  dear 
friend,  is  nothing  new,  it  is  the  old  ppirit  in  a  different  form  and  garb ; 
and  so  far  ara  I  from  believing"  that  these  things  will  lay  waste  the 
precious  testimonies  and  standard  of  Truth,  that  I  believe,  however 
some  who  have  seemed  to  be  something  may  full  away,  the  eyes  aiid 
spiritual  understatiding  of  others  will  be  opened  to  see  further  and 
more  clearly  into  the  mystery  of  ijiiquity  tliat  now  worketh,  and  al&o 
in  due  time  into  the  mystery  of  time  godlineia — the  spirituahiy  of  the 
go?pcl  diJfpenjiation. 

lltjre  it  is  a  timt*  of  suffering  and  oppression ;  the  ways  of  Zioa 
mourn  because  so  few  come  to  her  solemn  feasts.  Tlie  remnant  of 
the  captivity  h  m  much  affliction  and  reproach,  whiUt  those  who  are 
seeking  and  striving  to  reign  as  kings  over  them  vauiU.  themselves 
not  a  little  ;  and  soini*  who  in  days  past  ?aw  the  de^olafion  that  was 
coming,  have  desurtt'd  the  little  sufferiug  baud,  and  joined  theuirJelves  to 
those  who  have  set  up  a  separate  altar,  and  though  still  having  power 
and  influence,  are  but  half  Jew  and  half  A.^hdod.  Things  ar<^  in  a 
depturjible  way  at  liristol ;  iudi-ed,  in  looking  over  this  iwor  Society 
from  one  end  of  the  land  to  the  other,  it  may  be  truly  ^id  to  be  as  in 
a  day  when  a  standard-bearer  fainteth. 

Dear  Sarah  Gnibb's  prophecies  are  fnlfilling  in  a  remarkable  man- 
ner, and  1  doubt  not  Iiet"  i^ersevering  fahht'ulness  to  the  enil,  will  afliad 
histing  comfort  and  encouragement  to  many  a  little,  hidden,  suffering 
diseiple  of  the  blesssed  Master.  With  what  cleaniess,  authority,  and 
power,  did  she  declare  at  the  close  of  one  of  our  women*s  Yearly 
Meetings,  **The  testimonies  and  standard  of  Truth  wil!  iiof  be  per- 
mitted to  fall  to  the  ground,  friends;"  and  after  speaking  of  great  seat- 
teriiig  and  desolation  that  was  coming  U[ion  the  Society,  slie  continued, 
"  there  will  be  a  little,  living,  suffering  remnant  preserved  to  support 
Ihem,  and  after  they  have  suffered  awhile  there  will  be  a  flocking  to  this 
standard,  &:c," 

I  believe  the  Society  will  be  sifted  both  in  your  country  and  this,  but 
the  wheat  will  be  preserved^ — ^kept  safe  as  in  the  heavenly  gtirner;  as 
Surah  Grubb  said,  *'  not  one  grain  of  wheat  will  be  lost,"  and  although 
the  jatthful  ones  may  be  cast  out  of  the  synagogue,  and  their  names 
cast  out  as  evil  doers,  these  may  take  courage  in  the  remembrance  of 
their  dear  Lord  suffering  for  them  without  the  camp.  This  is  a  day  of 
trouble,  of  treading  down  and  of  perplexity,  but  there  is  great  en- 
couragement in  remembering  and  in  reaAling  the  accounts  we  have  of 
the  patient  endurance  of  our  dear  early  Friends,  their  steady  faithful 
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perseverance  in  the  maintenance  of  the  precious  testimonies  given  to 
them  to  bear.  Then  '*  fear  none  of  those  things  whidi  thou  s;hiih  suf- 
fer," **  when  one  niemher  suffers,  all  the  members  BuiVer  with  it»"  ihou 
hai«t  the  vei-y  temler  sympalhy  nnd  precious  unity  of  the  true  disciples 
and  children  of  thy  dear  Lord.  And  .shoukl  it  be  permitted^  even  that 
the  Monthly  Meeting  tihoutd  be  nominally  liiid  down,  it  is  not  in  the 
powi^r  of  man  to  separate  one  living  member  from  the  true  cluireh  any 
more  than  it  i,s  in  the  |M>vver  of  finite  man  to  make  himself  or  nnother 
a  living  member  of  the  body  of  Christ.  There  is  great  encouragement 
in  reading  dear  Wm.  Ledd ra's  sweet  letter  written  just  before  lie  was 
executed  ;  also  Imnc  Pennington's  description  of  my&tery  Babylon. 

Doubtless  thou  ail  aware  of  the  great  stripping  we  have  had  in  the 
removal  of  some  of  the  valiant  ones  who  loved  itot  their  lives  unto  the 
death  ;  my  precious  hushiind  who  wa?  for  many  years  a  mark  for  the 
arrows  of  the  archers  being  one  of  those; — many  are  the  affliclions  of 
the  righteous,  but  tfie  Ltinl  delivereth  him  out  of  ibem  all ;  he  re'-ts  from 
his  ialKJi's  and  his  works  follow  him.  Oh !  how  many  times  have  I  been 
instructed  and  comtbrted  in  the  revival  of  this  language,  "  The  righteous 
are  taken  from  the  evil  to  come ; "  and  wdiilst  feeling  de^solate  and  afflict- 
ed myself,  the  sweet  evidence  graciously  aftbrded,  whenever  sorrow 
comes  over  me  like  a  flood,  that  his  pure  redeemed  spirit  rests  in  the 
arms  of  everlasting  mercy,  wipes  away  the  tear,  and  brings  over  the 
tribulated  spirit  the  feehng  of  thanksgiving  and  praise.  **•♦♦♦ 
Many  times  whilst  writing  this  a  saying  of  dear  Daniel  Wheeler  has 
occurred  to  me,  when  on  hoard  the  '*  Henry  Freeling,"  lying  off  the 
Motlicr  Bank,  and  suffering  trom  tlie  same  spirit  ;  on  an  expression  of 
sympathy  from  a  friend^  he  said,  "  The  sun  can  shine  in  the  inquisition  ; " 
and  thus,  dear  friend,  thou  hast  found  it. 

I  am  and  I  trust  sincerely  in  the  bonda  and  afflictiona  of  the  gospel 
of  Christ  thy  tribulatcd  friend  and  sister, 

*  AxN  Jones. 

FROM   GEORGE    CROSFIELD    TO   J.    W. 


Liverpool,  10  mtt^  81»l,  1843. 

Itr  DSAR  FRIEXD, 

Thy  deeply  interesting  letter  of  8th  mo*,  23d,  came  to  my  hands 
safely  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  IHh  montli,  and  it  came  most  op- 
portunely ;  it  was  the  day  of  our  Quarterly  Meeting,  and  its  arrival 
enabled  me  to  relieve  the  anxiety  of  some  of  thy  friends ;  and  a  great 
relief  it  was  to  the  minds  of  myself  and  wife.  The  evening  before,  at 
the  close  of  the  Select  Meeting,  Susanna  llaworlh  ^jmke  to  me  of 
thee,  expressive  of  much  regard  and    sympathy,  inquiring  if  I  had 
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lately  lieartl  of,  or  from  thee ;  on  my  replying  in  the  negative,  she  emd 
shi*  Imd  hifarcl,rtn(l  Lytlia  NeiM  had  also  heanl  that  thy  jK^rsecutoi*?  had 
so  fur  prevniled,  that  they  had  ^lic'reeded  in  causing  thw  to  be  disutiiled 
from  the  Society*  This  itUelligfnce  aRecied  us  miirh — that  ihy  ene- 
mies should  thii(s  ImTC  siicceeiled  in  (heir  nnjiiNt  treatment  of  thee ; 
ami  in  their  perversion  of  all  right,  and  all  sound  dtsciphne.  Knowing 
what  lengths  of  injui^tice  hiid  at  times  taken  jdaee,  we  were  the  more 
led  to  fear  that  this  niif^hl  he  truf.  Judge  lhen»  my  dear  frieniL  of 
our  i\dief  aud  joy  the  next  morning  when  thy  letter  t*ame  ;  for,  al- 
though we  deeply  feel  and  deplore  the  very  eIo?e  trials  that  have 
belklh'n  thee»  yet  to  know  that  ihey  had  heen  restrained,  and  not  per- 
mitN'd  tu  eairy  out  thdr  dos-igiis  to  the  extent  we  had  lieurd,  was  CHUse, 
of  thriuktuhie;>.s  to  ua;  and  I  look  eare  to  let  the  ubove-mimed  two^^ 
Friend!'  know  before  meeting  that  whai  they  had  heunl  wa^  nut  true; 
whJL'h  was  a  great  relief  to  ttiem  also. 

In  ihe  eour^e  of  that  day  I  swhinitfed  the  letter  to  S.  Haworth,  and 
tn  R.  imd  L.  Neild,  with  liberty  to  extract  the  report  to  South  Kingston 
MiMithlj'  Meeting,  hut  that  only*  I  next  sent  the  letter  to  H.  and  E* 
Iltint ;  from  them  it  came  safely  hack  again,  with  their  thanks  to  me 
and  the  expression  of  mtirh  sympathy  for  thee.  I  hope  they  have 
written  to  thee,  Exeepting  Ann  Jones,  the^e  are  all  who  have  seen 
the  whole  letter,  a*  we  desire  to  exercise  pro[)er  discretiou  with  it,  yet 
to  Uie  when  suitable  opjjort unity  olfers,  for  removing  the  erroneous 
re|K)rts  and  inipre-ssions  whicli  have  been  spread  on  this  subject.  How 
the  report  above  named  originated,  I  know  not,  unless  it  was  that  they 
felt  ?o  sure  of  l>eing  able  to  aceoniplish  tlieir  designs  against  thee,  that 
they  spread  the  report  in  anticipatioo.  But  we  have  deemed  it  desirable, 
in  order  lo  eounteract  these  false  reports,  to  communicate  a  cojjy  of  the 
report  to  the  Monthly  Meeting  here,  and  there.  My  wife  eent  it  to  M.  J, 
L<'(*ky,  with  a  lew  remarks.  We  thought  this  desirable,  as  A-  A.  Jen- 
kins, seemed  to  have  great  place  with  Friends  at  the  'I'early  fleeting  at 
Dublin,  who  were  apparently  much  taken  with  her.  To-day  I  receiveil 
from  Croudson  Tunstall  a  letter,  m  which  he  says :  "  I  attended  our 
Monthly  fleeting  at  Sloekport  last  week,  where  I  heard  from  Ana 
Jone.s  scjmetljiug  mure  than  I  previously  knew  of  John  Wilburs  trials, 
and  mueli  1  sympathize  with  him  therein ;  at  the  .■^ame  lime  1  have  no 
doubt  but  the  Master  whom  he  serves,  ns  he  adheres  strictly  to  his  re- 
quinngs,  will  bring  him  through  the  phalanx  of  opposition  with  honor." 

15e  iissured,  that  thou  hast  in  this  land  many  friends,  who  unite  in 
this  feeling  of  sympathy,  who  earnestly  crave  and  pray  for  thy  sup- 
I>ort  under  these  trials  and  persecutions,  and  are  thankful  for  the  peace 
and  composure  granted  thee  now,  after  coming  out  of  such  deep  exer- 
cises and  trials.     This  feeling  in  thy  own  mind,  is  an  evidence  of  the 
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Jtlitllit»  of  lliy  ciiuse,  and  of  the  immutable  truth  of  those  pritidplea 
which  thou  ha-jt  ihtis  upheld  against  thtise  wJio  wuuld  putl  tlovvn  and 
changti  tlifui,  mid  also  of  iky  feet  being  established  on  the  immu table 
Rock,  wlu-re  ihou  wilt  witness  prci^ervation.  Surely,  tlioae  who  have 
thu»  Incd  and  huflt.ied  thee,  will  let  the  past  suffiee ;  they  ought  to  do 
90,  Rtid  both  they  and  other*  oiifcht  to  be  eonviuccd,  and  to  aekiiuvvledge 
that  ihy  meek  and  patient  suti'eriiig  demuii8tratea  that  it  h  for  Chri^l's 
sake  and  the  go^^pel's  that  tliou  art  enabled  so  patiently  to  bear  their 
persecutions ;  and  if  they  should  renew  tltem,  it  will  perhaps  tend  to 
0|^en  the  eyes  of  some  to  see  the  teudeucy  of  cei'tain  doelruies,  and  of 
tlie  declen:>ion-!  coming  in  amongst  us,  which  hitherto  they  have  been 
unwilling  to  see  or  to  aeknowkdge.  Should  this  be  the  result,  it  will 
be  a  reward  to  tliee  here«  and  if  this  ia  not  permitted  thee,  the  i*eward 
h  aiire  hereafter,  for  it  h  proraityetl  in  that  everhiitiing  kingdom,  where 
All  such  trials  and  sutlerings  are  forever  excluded.     •     •     *     * 

Thy  afTectJonate  friend, 

George  Crosfield, 


FKOM    J.    \Y,   TO    ALICE   KNIGHT. 


Hopkiatoa,  ISth  of  lat  mo«,  1843, 
*****  Sometimes,  my  dear  sifter,  in  thea'e 
$maom  of  deep  depression  and  sore  di:>[uay,  1  have  been  led  almost  to 
atM  in  quc-itiou  the  ground  whidi,  from  time  to  time,  had,  as  I  ii|}pru- 
liended,  been  assigned  me ;  and  almoat  sure  I  am,  that,  had  it  been 
made  known  to  me  some  five  years  ago,  tlie  bonds*  which  awaited  such 
u  eourse,  my  confidence  would  have  failed  me  entirely.  But  now,  al- 
though it  i^eeras  that  the  danger?*  whieh  still  awnit  me,  the  alTlicliona, 
the  reproaches,  and  the  butfeting-i,  are  greater  than  those  permitted 
lit  the  present  time  to  full  uj^ion  the  head  of  a  single  pilgrim  beside^ 
whose  lot  is  ca-st  among  this  people,  the  query  arises,  Shall  I  go  hack? 
And,  although  I  cannot  churge  myself  with  murmynng  aguin-it  the 
Loni  at  any  lime,  yet  H>mettmed  1  have  been  cluirgeable  with  a  laiuen- 
tation  over  my  own  condition,  and  have  been  ready  to  envy  the  condi- 
tion of  the  meanest  creature  in  this  lower  world,  if  by  the  e^tchange  I 
could  be  liberated  from  the  persecutions  of  false  brethren  !  *  •  *  ♦ 
I  am  not  without  my  fear^  at  times,  that  ere  this  campaign  tihall  termi- 
nale»  I  shall  fall  a  victim  by  their  hands !  Or,  like  David,  in  hii^ 
de*ix)ndency,  when  he  exclaimed,  *'  I  shall  surely  one  day  fall  by  the 
hand  of  Saul  !"  Or,  may  not  this  time  to  me  be  ciimparable  to  that 
alluded  to  by  the  Saviour :  "  Unless  those  days  be  shortened,  no  flesh 
should  be  saved  ?  "     Well,  I  »ee  nothing  better,  after  all,  than  to  yield 
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myself  wholly  up  into  the  hands  and  holy  keeping  of  Him,  who  hatii 
Been  meet  to  lead  me  in  this  ihorny  and  dangerous  way,  and  fo  entreat 
him  day  and  night,  for  I)is  merci«V  sake,  to  keep  me,  and  in  hiii  own 
way  and  time  to  deliver  me.  And  wilt  thou  not,  my  precious  j^ister, 
intercede  lor  an  aifiicted  brothrr,  and  for  all  the  little  band  of  the 
Lord'8  feeble  warrioris  in  New  England  ?  For  truly,  his  people  nercr 
had  greater  need  of  strtingtli  and  wiinlom  from  nbore,  than  liere  and  at 
the  present  time  :  because  the  great  and  the  wise,  and  iht-  rich,  and  the 
learned  ol"  this  world,  both  without  and  within,  ai*e  eombiiied,  heart  and 
hautl,  to  destroy  the  best  of  the  Lord*d  testimonies,  and  to  eorrtipt  hia 
inherilanre  with  the  mere  work  of  men's  bands  and  vain  imaginaticMas- 
In  the  enemy's  attempts  lo  destroy  Quakerism  in  1827,  his  army  was 
nothing  like  so  str«jng  and  foi*midable  as  at  tiie  present  time ;  fur  now, 
the  whole  body  of  professors,  save  a  little  remnant  of  our  Society,  are 
joined  in  concert  agnlnst  the  doctrines  of  a  religion  immediately  re- 
vealed to  the  mind  and  understanding  of  man. 

According  to  my  observation,  by  eomparing  the  state  of  things  among 
professors  in  my  early  days,  with  t!iat  which  now  exists,  it  is  abundant- 
ly evident,  notwithstanding  the  moral  reform,  that  as  it  respects  it-ue  re- 
Hpon,  there  has  been  a  steady  retrograde  motion;  a  thing  which  I 
believe  tio  Society  of  professing  Christians  has  escaped.  As  the  life 
and  [lower  have  diminished,  the  substitute  of  fonns  and  men's  inven- 
tions has  been  introduced;  and  also  a  corruption  of  principles  of  a 
fundamental  nature  !ias  ensued*  And  now%  io  an^st  this  retrograde 
motioir,  increasing,  as  it  a[»pears  to  do  in  speed,  is  a  work  of  no  small 
importance — is  a  work  wliieh,  it  looks  to  me^  no  ordinary  means  will 
accomplish,  even  in  our  own  Society  ;  and  if  not  accomplished  in  our 
Society,  the  prospect  of  an  improvement  in  others  looks  very  unpromis- 
ing. I  have  no  doubt  that  the  future  condition  of  other  religious  Soci- 
eties depends,  in  a  considerable  degree,  upon  that  of  our  own.  Had 
not  our  principles  and  testimonies  been  raised  up  in  the  world,  us  a  city 
set  u[Jon  a  hill,  we  might  well  ask,  what  would  have  been  the  state 
of  professing  Christians  at  this  day  ?  the  tendency  lo  turn  from  the 
power  to  the  form,  and  from  the  life  of  Cliristianity  to  the  mere  image 
of  itj  is  so  great  in  the  human  heart !  Hence,  sctnng  so  much  rests 
upon  us,  (or  upon  a  people  raised  up  to  take  our  place,)  how  strong  the 
cause  of  incitement  to  faithfulness,  to  stem  the  outgoing  tide  of  inlidel- 
ity,  however  arduous  the  conflict,  and  however  many  the  great  ships 
we  see,  drifting  u|;x>n  it,  and  borne  away  with  it!  This  degenerat- 
ing spirit  had  become  yavy  jiopular  in  England,  when  I  was  there, 
and  has  since  become  greatly  increased,  and  clothed  with  power ;  and 
great  numbers  of  apparently  honest  Fri<.nds  iiave  since  that  time  fallen 
down  to  its  image  j  and  many,  if  not  the  most,  of  those  that  have  not, 
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are  afraid  to  ^tand  forth  and  oppose  the  heresy.  Even  some  of  those 
who  venture  to  plead  for  the  old  way.s  boldly,  are  nevi^rtlielHss  afniid 
to  come  out  openly  ngainst  those  sentiments  which  are  most  insidiously 
and  rapidly  undermining  the  fundamental  principles  of  Qimkerisra, 
Oh,  that  they  hiwl  a  George  Fox  and  an  Edwanl  Burrough  there,  wlio 
were  not  afraid  of  con. frequences,  but  liore  te«tiniony  everywhere  against 
all  unsound  iloctrine.%  as  well  as  for  tliose  which  were  of  the  Truth ; 
nor  could  the  powers  of  iliis  world  deter  them  from  it.  And  with  what 
success  did  they  and  their  friends  pret^s  forward  through  all  opiKJsition, 
because  tJiey  accounted  not  their  own  live^  dear  in  comparison  with  the 
joys  set  before  them,  even  the  joy  of  tuniing  men  from  darkness  to 
light,  and  from  the  (W)wer  of  Satan  ynto  God. 

♦  •  ♦  «  >fi>w  my  dear  friend,  in  conclusion  I  will  say,  that 
although  I  have  thus  written,  and  truly  written,  in  the  forepart  of  this 
letter,  of  trying  and  mournful  seajion^,  in  which  my  faith  ha^  Ijeen  put 
to  the  test,  yet,  in  justice  to  the  name  of  everlasting  kindness  and 
mercy,  I  feel  Itound  to  acknowledge,  that  many  sea^on^s  of  the  sweet 
and  precious  enjoyment  of  heavenly  grxxiness  are  vouchf^afed  me,  in 
which  my  cup  hsLS  overflowed  with  peace  and  love,  and  prai^^es  have 
ascended  unto  Him,  who  lives  forever  and  ever ;  notwithstanding,  at 
other  times^  I  appixdiend  that  1  feel  as  Jeremiah  did^  when  he  wrote 
hi*  Lamentations. 

•         •         •  Thine^  affect  ionately, 

John  Wilbur. 


FROM    EZRA    COMFORT    TO    J.    W, 


Whitcmarsi],  2d  mo.,  ITth,  194M* 
DKARLT  WBLOVKD   rS I BKD, 

I  tru!?t  I  can  thus  address  thee  in  the  fellowship  of  that  gospel 
which  U  the  bond  of  everlasting  peace — ^iii  that  nearness  and  unity 
which  I  felt  with  thy  spirit  when  thou  came  into  my  room  in  Phila- 
delphia, the  remembratiee  of  wfiich  has  often  beiiU  precious  to  tue,  al- 
tliough  I  was  a  stranger,  ast  to  the  outwjvrd,  yet  not  so  within.  My  mind 
has  often  been  drawn  into  near  and  tender  sympathetic  feeling  with,  and 
for  thee,  and  utider  that  feeling  I  am  induced  to  take  my  pen  in  hand, 
though  I  !*cIdom  do  so,  to  endeavor  to  encourage  and  strengthen  thee 
to  keep  iiold  of  thy  AnM  of  faith,  and  not  vikst  it  away  as  ihuugh  it 
Lad  not  been  anointed;  for  it  Utxs  lieen  anointed,  ihou  knowest,  and  has 
kept  thee  through  many  tribulationis  both  by  seti  and  hind,  ns  well  as 
amongst  false  brelhren,  unto  this  day ;  and  I  pray  the  Father  of  all  our 
sure  mereie**,  tluit  we  may  be  favored  to  keep  it  in  the  patience  unto  the 
end.     It  18  a  day  of  p«-culiar  triolf  I  id  patience^  to  alt  the 
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Loral's  chiUlrcTi ;  And  T  feci  it  ver}'  espc'ciiillj  so  to  thee,  my  dear  friend, 
and  I  think  1  can  enter  deeply  into  feeling  whh  thee  ;  tor  I  have  been 
favored  to  see,  feel  and  know  that  fouUdark,  deceptive,  out-going  epirit, 
in  the  time  of  the  spreading  of  infidelily ;  and  I  do  now  see  the  very 
same  ?pirit,  under  a  different  e<jveriiig :  httt  it  h  the  srnuc  out-going 
deceptive  spirit,  which  is  arlimting  those  who  have  gone  out  from  the 
Truth,  and  they  know  it  not;  and  it  hm  happened  so  to  there  for 
want  of  keeping  humhle  and  on  the  watch ;  and  these  will  go  on 
worsie  and  worse,  deeeiving  and  being  deceived,  until  it  \3  0[>enly  mani- 
fest hy  what  ^lpirit  they  are  actuated,  fur  liiuy  are  not,  nor  will  be 
able  to  set  bounda  to  themselve!*,  saying  "  Thus  fur  will  we  go  aud  no 
ihrther/' 

Oil,  dear  friend,  it  h  with  me  to  say  to  thee,  keep  in  thy  habitation, 
which  is  in  the  munition  of  rocks,  and  the  s^torms  will  not  hurt  thee, 
nor  prevent  thee  from  pronioling  the  honor  of  Him  whom  thou  !?ervesl^ 
or  from  spreading  his  cause  of  truth  and  rigliteousness  in  the  eiirth. 
Although  the  enemy**  design  is  to  destroy  the  Lonl's  heritage,  yet  the 
Lord  will  turn  the  enemy's  design^  into  a  blessing  to  his  heritage  ; 
thu:*  he  showed  tne  when  the  enemy  seemed  so  to  prevail,  as  if  he 
would  cut  me  otl'  from  my  inlieritance  amongst  the  Lord's  people. 
Oh  then,  very  deep  was  my  distress,  hut  the  ways  of  our  Heavenly 
Father  are  a.^  a  great  deep,  for  he  showed  lae  at  that  ^ea:w>n  that  he 
would  make  of  me  an  instrument  in  his  own  hand  and  \m  own  way, 
to  promote  his  cause,  to  his  own  honor,  even  to  tlie  saving  of  some 
poor  goul<.  My  Iieart  was  then  greatly  tendered  before  him,  and  I 
said  in  my  heart,  "  It  is  enough.  Let  my  sufferings  be  what  ihey 
may,  ihy  will  be  done." 

And  now,  my  dear  brother,  before  I  took  my  pen  in  hand  I  thought 
I  felt  this  testimony,  and  I  believed  it  was  fram  the  Lord  *  **  Fear  not, 
ray  dear  servant,  I  have  permitted  this  snffertng  to  corae  upon  thee 
for  my  righteous  axuse  and  my  testimony's  sake  ;  I  will  be  with  thee, 
and  tiiough  t!iou  pass  through  the  watei^,  they  shall  not  ovcHlow  thee; 
though  thou  walk  through  the  tire,  it  shall  not  burn  thee,  and  through 
the  flames,  they  shall  not  kindle  upon  thee,  and  I  will  make  of  thee 
yet  further  an  instrument  in  my  hand,  to  my  honor  and  to  ray  glory, 
in  a  way  thou  hast  not  yet  seen,  nnd  it  shall  add  to  thy  rejoicltig  while 
yet  here,  luid  to  thy  eternal  joy  hereafter.'* 

1  have  no  doubt  there  are  many  iimongst  you  as  well  a*  amongst  us 
who  would,  if  they  were  to  see  the  language  I  have  used  in  describing 
that  deceitful  spirit,  which  in  endeavoring  to  divide  us  asunder,  adl  it 
hai-sh ;  hut  the  time  had  come  when  it  is  right  for  every  one  lo  speak 
the  phiin  truth  to  hia  neighbor,  of  what  he  i^  favored  to  see  of  the 
working  of  this  dark,  deceptive  spirit.     Oh,  how  I  feel  for  the  dear 
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youth,  mih  you  and  ub,  so  soon  afler  that  awful  storm  which  must  have 
Kiijir-ared  to  tltern  to  huve  rent  the  very  pillars  of  the  Lord's  hou^ie 
asunder !  And  for  the  few  who  i-eraain  to  see  another  arise  ^o  »oon 
after  the  first  h  past,  and  tho^e  who  stood  as  a  firm  unshaken  wall 
hefore»  now  rent  asunder — Oh,  I  have  thought  it  must  be  almost 
enough  to  cause  them  to  question  there  being  any  true  foundation, 
I  feel  ivilhng  to  .^liow  thee  a  little  of  the  actions  of  one  from  your  parts, 
aceouiJted  a  gospel  minister  by  some.  I  took  an  opportunity  with  her, 
to  inquire  the  cause  of  their  dealing  with  thee  j  she  seemed  loth  to  say 
anything  on  the  subject,  but  as  I  earne,'«tly  pressed  it,  for  I  did  want  to 
know  their  statement  of  the  case,  as  f^he  was  from  the  neigh1x>rhood, 
she  finally  said  thou  would  not  take  the  advice  of  thy  friends,  1  told 
her  it  was  posisible  thou  was^t  brought  into  the  stit nation  I  once  was 
when  I  could  not  coiiseientioualy  take  the  advice  of  those  that  I  once  be- 
lieved were  ray  friends ;  aud  if  I  had  been  correctly  informed^  It  was  the 
case  with  thee,  that  bearing  thy  testimony  against  the  unsouad  views 
of*  J.  J.  Gumey,  was  the  whole  ground  of  uneasiness;  if  bo,  it  was  a 
serious  thing  for  them  to  try  fo  withhold  thee  from  olwying  the  Divine 
commiind,  of  sounding  the  alarm  at  the  approach  of  the  enemy ; 
and  that  I  did  believe  the  uiij>ound  doctrine*  publi.'<hed  by  that  man 
were  a?*  fatal  in  their  consequences  as  the  infidelity  publit*hed  by  JLlias 
Hick.s,  which  had  made  Buch  a  grievous  rent  in  the  Society.  She 
replied  that  she  oon.sidered  it  as  bad,  or  won?e.  This  gave  me  an 
opptirtunity  of  opening  my  views  on  the  pre^mt  state  of  tliings  amongst 
Us,  ill  the  presence  of  divers  young  Friends,  to  some  rehef  of  my  mind. 
1  nUo  told  them  I  felt  it  my  rehgious  duty  thus  to  Ijear  a  faithful  testi- 
mony against  thei^e  things, — that  I  had  done  it  when  opportunity  pre- 
sented, and  would  do  it,  while  I  felt  as  I  did,  let  the  consequences,  of 
what  men  esm  do,  he  what  they  may. 

But  oh,  my  dear  friend,  what  are  our  feelings  when  we  see  sucli 
who  make  jjrofes^ion  of  Wing  rainir^tcrs,  and  travelling  for  the  help  of 
others,  act  with  so  much — I  know  not  what  to  call  it  hut  devilish  deceit 
'•^as  to  make  the  profei^sion  she  did  to  me,  and  then  to  j^ee  her  own 
signature  to  such  a  document  of  charge  as  that  brought  against  thee  I 
But  such  were  the  inconsistencies  of  thase  who  went  out  into  infidelity, 
and  such  is  and  will  be  the  effect  of  all  outgoing  spirits ;  but  be  of 
good  cheer,  dear  frieiKb  thou  wilt  be  comforted  when  they  are  tor- 
mentech  I  would  nither  be  in  thy  situation  and  live  on  bread  and 
vvwler  than  to  be  united  witii  them  and  posisess  all  tliey  all  enjoy,  both 
within  and  without,  for  they  will  have  torment  upon  torment.  Oh, 
wr*Mched  state  !  Knvy  is  happy  only  wfien  she  herself  torment j?,  but 
the  rightcou-i  jxis^jie^js  their  j.oui^  in  patience,  and  rei^t  in  the  day  of 
trouble,  and   in  proportion   as  they  are  permitted  to  be  afllicted,  will 
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they  lif  favoroil  to  joy  and  rejoii-e  in  the  Goil  of  their  sal vntion:  blessed 
be  \ils  lioly  naiiiL^  ior  evermore  ! 

FroDi  ihj  frienil  and  tellow-sufferer  for  the  Truth's  sf*ke, 

Ezra  Comfort. 


FROM   L.   A.   BARCLAY   TO   J.   W. 


Reigate,  Surrey,  EDgliind,  2&th  of  2il  mo.,  1643. 

MY  DEAR   AND  TRIBCLATKD  FKIEXD, 

What  can  I  say  that  will  comfort  thee,  or  that  will  express  the 
deep  sympathy  that  tenjJerd  my  spirit  toward.?  thee  t  But  the  Lord's 
power  i.^  over  al! !  lie  has  mightily  and  mo?it  mercifully  been  with 
thee  in  all  thy  afflielions,  sustained  and  (xmiforted  thee  with  the  lifting 
up  of  the  liglit  of  his  blessed  eoutitenauce,  and  put  a  joy  aad  peace  into 
thy  heart,  with  which  no  stranger  can  tntermeddle.  And  so  I  trust 
he  will  still  continue  to  do,  and  preserve  thee  (even  to  the  very  end)  from 
being  moved  from  that  steadfkstncss  unto  him  and  humility  before  hira» 
which  he  halh  clothed  thee  with,  for  the  help  and  example  of  others^ 
and  for  the  glory  of  his  own  great  Name.  In  looking  at  the  poor  little 
afflicted  remnant,  both  with  you  and  with  us,  how  does  all  that  is  capa- 
ble of  feeling  within  me,  mo!^t  eurnefilly  desire  (yea,  painfully  travail) 
that  we  may  be  preserved,  "  in  Him  that  is  true,"  and  then,  In  all  our 
afflictions,  he  will  be  afflicted,  and  the  anget  of  his  presence  will  be 
with  us,  sustain  and  comfort  us,  and  in  due  time  save  us  out  of  all, 
bringing  us  forth  as  gold  seven  times  tried.  Oh,  how  great  is  ray  fear 
on  ray  own  acojount,  (and  other  .*nch  weakling.^,)  lest  self  should  get  up, 
even  under  these  trials,  and  work  as  io  a  mystery,  and  so  the  enemy 
should  get  an  advantage,  and  the  spirit  become  defiled,  and  the  Holy 
Name  be  reproached.  Oh,  when  favored  with  breathings  heavenward, 
think  of  us  for  good,  my  dmr  and  valued  fncnd,  and  (jrave  that  we  may 
be  kept  in  self-abasement  and  holy  fear,  whilst  eiiahled,  in  faith,  faith- 
fulness, and  patience,  to  stand  tirm  for  the  pure  testimony  of  Truth,  and 
to  be  atllicted  and  mourn  for  the  defection  thei'efrom. 

Thy  account,  in  thy  last  kind  letter  of  27th  12  mo.,  of  tlie  transac- 
tions of  that  overbearing  committee  of  your  Yearly  Meeting,  and  of 
your  ap])eal  against  the  hasty  judgment  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  was 
truly  satisfactory,  and  it  was  a  comtbrt  to  hear  how  you  had  been  sup- 
portedj  and  enabled  to  conduct  in  wisdom,  and  meekness,  and  tirmness  ; 
and  so  was  the  account  mentioned  in  thy  letter  to  G.  and  M,  Crostield, 
of  which  I  saw  a  copy  from  dear  Ann  Jones,  inasmuch  as  it  bore  tttsti- 
mony  to  the  Divine  goodness  and  power  which  had  so  marvellously 
helped  and  preserved  thee,  my  dearly  beloved  ancient  brother,  in  such 
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a  season  of  extremity.  AjkI  truly,  I  may  say^  the  hearts  of  some  (to 
whom  I  have  communiaited  what  I  could  of  these  things,  id  the  confi- 
dence of  near  unity)  have,  witli  mine,  overflowed  with  gratitude  and 
humble  praise  to  Him,  the  miglity  slrengthener,  (he  blessed  eoriiforter 
of  hii^  (ribulated  people,  and  our  faith  and  hope  in  him  lias  hereby  been 
afresh  streagtPiened  and  confirmed,  and  our  breathing,?  have  been  for 
thy  help  and  preservation  still,  even  as  the  prayers  for  Peter  formerly, 
in  prison.  Ah  !  I  do  trust  the  root  and  bottom  of  all  things  will  in  due 
time  be  manifested,  and  the  Truth  arise,  even  over  all  I  And  what 
though  we  be  reduced  to  a  "  very  small  remnant,"  yet  if  thoroughly 
purged  and  entirely  knit  together  in  Him,  the  Life,  we  may  yet  b« 
strong  as  an  army  with  the  banners  of  Truth  ! 

Thy  affectionate  friend, 

LtDIA    a.    BARCLAy, 


FKOM    ANN    JONES    TO   J.    W, 


Stockport,  iBt  of  4th  month,  1843. 

NT  TVRAR  F1t1Sin>  AKR  BROTflSR  IN  TIIS  IIOK1>»  AMD  HUBULATIOKS  OP  THK  GOflTEL 

OF  jEfiua  oHKi&T  oua  U>KP — 

Althou«^h  mefi  may  separate  thee  from  their  company,  may  reject 
and  deny  thee  the  privileges  of  a  miuLster  and  member  in  our  once 
highly  favored  Society,  yet  they  can  no  more  separate  tliee  from  the 
living  !jody»  whereof  Je^U!i  ChrLst  h  the  true  and  holy  head,  than  the 
persecutors  of  our  dear  faithful  Friend.-  in  the  beginning  could  separate 
them  from  Him,  the  true  and  living  Vine,  whence  they  derived  their  sap 
and  nourishment,  their  unity  and  strength,  to  stand  against  all  the  wiles 
and  RtraLagems*  and  cunning,  subtle  snares  of  Satan  and  hla  agents. 
Then  be  not  fainthearted^  neither  fear,  but  lift  up  thy  head  in  /iop€  ,• 
believing  that  thy  deliverance  from  ali  the  power  of  the  enemy  draw- 
eth  near,  whether  thy  natural  eyes  may  see  Jacob  and  Israel  rejoice 
and  he  glad  because  that  the  Lord  most  high  hath  redeemed  and 
delivered  them,  yea,  or  nay. 

Thy  truly  acceptable  letter,  dated  20th  of  1 2th  mo.,  was  mine  on  the 
1 6th  of  let,  plaintive  and  true,  as  the  lamentation  over  Israel  is;  yet  I 
could  but  rejoice  and  give  thanks  in  finding  bow  sweetly  thy  mind  has 
been  sustained,  by  an  invisible  hand,  through  much  crimination  and 
oppression.  Well,  the  power  of  thy  accusers  and  oppreasoi*H  is  limited; 
and  whilst  I  doubt  not  thou  bant  many  times  had  cause  to  l>e  and  hast 
been  comforted  in  considering  Him  who  endured  the  contradiction  of 
sinners  against  liimjielf,  and  ha-^t  thereby  been  kept  from  gmwing 
weary  of  RuflTering  or  fainting  in  thy  mind;  I  can  and  do  earnestly 
31  • 
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desire  for  thee  thai  thy  faith  may  be  renewed  and  strengthened  from 
time  to  time,  not  only  to  commit  thy  cause  unto  him,  and  to  trust  in  hia 
lioly  name,  but  also  to  remember  that  the  cause  is  His  with  whom  is  the 
power  to  bring  good  out  of  that  wbich  secmeth  at  the  time,  to  finite, 
short-ijighted  mortals,  to  be  what  may  he  termed  e%'il,  as  "  the  blood  of 
the  martyrs  is  the  seed  of  the  chureh,"  and  the  shedding  of  the  precious 
blood  of  Christy  as  of  a  Lamb  without  blemish  and  without  spot,  was 
the  purchase  of  our  redemption.  When  tfie  ptx>r  di^^eiples  were  dis- 
mayed at  what  had  happened,  and  said»  even  to  himself,  *'  we  trusted 
that  it  hud  been  he  whieli  should  have  redeemed  Israel,"  ah,  then  how 
little  did  they  think  that  they  were  speaking  to  their  crucified  wad 
risen  Lord  1 

And  thus  it  ia  in  our  day ;  we  know  hut  in  part,  we  »ee  but  as  it 
were  through  a  glasa,  darkly  or  dimly;  but  iAtfn,  says  the  apostle, 
*'  shall  I  know  even  as  ah>o  I  am  known." 

After  I  received  thine,  I  heard  nothing  from  America  for  a  consider- 
able time,  and  was  ready  to  conclude  that  the  committees  had  thought 
better  of  it,  and  in  consequence  of  the  proposed  appeals  had  dropped 
the  matter  of  disownment,  at  least  for  a  time ;  but  on  the  loth  ult» 
I  received  a  truly  acceptable  and  sympathizing  letter  from  dear 
Thomas  Evans,  informing  that  thou  art  actually  disowned.  T,  E.  writes 
veiy  feelingly  and  sorrowfully  respecting  this  procedure,  and  says: 
"  It  is  deeply  to  be  lamented  that  matters  have  been  pushed  so  far, 
and  such  a  determination  evinced  to  carry  points,  and  to  infringe  on 
the  constitutional  rights  of  membersi.  What  it  will  all  end  in,  is  hard  to 
say;  on  every  hand  the  clouds  thicken  and  a  deep  gloom  seems  to  be 
spreading  over  our  Society."  •*♦♦#•  My  mind  is  much 
with  thee  and  thy  dear  family,  and  the  faithful  Friends  of  South  Kings- 
ton Monthly  Meeting,  believing  you  will  be  supported  and  carried 
safely  through  all  to  the  praise  of  Uis  name,  the  glory  of  his  power, 
who  has  called  and  strengthened  you  to  stand  and  to  sutler  for  his 
name  and  Truth  and  testimony's  sake. 

In  much  love  and  tender  sympathy  for  ihee  and  thy  wife  and  children, 
I  am  thy  friend  in  the  bonds  of  tlie  gospel, 

Ann  Jones. 

from  thomas  b.  gould  to  j.  w, 


Neivport,  4th  ma,  16th,  1848. 

MY   VERY    DEAR   KHJKND, 

Alexander  Parker,  an  ancient  worthy,  in  writing  to  Margaret  Fell, 
thus  addresses  her ;  *'  Though  for  some  time  I  have  been  silent  in  this 
manner  of  speaking  to  thee,  yet  is  not  my  love  in  any  measure  dimin- 
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ished,  hut  rather  aMonnented ;  and  I  often  remember  thee  in  thy  suffer- 
mj»s,  aiid  thou  (with  all  the  faithful  in  Christ)  art  dear  and  near  imfo 
me  ;" — which,  as  it  seemed  to  t-oiivey  what  I  wished  to  ^ny  to  the^t  in 
better  language  than  I  cjin  usually  command,  1  thought  fit  to  copy.  He 
adds  :  "  I  hope  thou  art»  as  formerly,  sensible  of  the  ititegrity  and  inno- 
cent true  simplicity  of  my  heart,  both  towards  God  and  all  his  people, 
for  Truth  is  my  dehglit,  and  iu  the  work  aad  service  of  God  I  ialjor ; 
it  is  my  meat  and  drink  to  do  the  will  of  God,  and  therein  I  am  fully 
PMolved  to  continue  even  to  the  end.'* 

Now  although  I  do  not  by  any  means  feel  qualified  to  adnpi  language 
w^  strong  as  he  used  in  the  latter  part  of  this  sentence,  yet  I  can  re- 
spond both  to  the  hope  and  the  resolution  which  he  expresHe*^ ;  inas- 
much aa  that  which  in  my  very  young  and  tender  yeai^s  waa  revealed  as 
the  Truth,  continues  to  be  my  delight ;  whenever  I  can  eee  it  in  any 
measure  prosper,  therein  I  can  rejoice,  and  on  the  contrary,  (which  is 
by  far  die  most  common  in  this  our  day,  as  thou  very  well  knowest,)  I 
often  sensibly  feel  that  it  is  still,  through  unmerited  mercy*  my  privi- 
lege to  sufi'cr  with  it  and,  as  I  trust,  for  it,  in  some  small  degree — of 
which*  however  small,  I  otlen  feel  mys^elf  unworthy. 

•  *  «  «  «  j^  eeemed  tndy  remarkable,  tliat  ahe  [Catharine 
Sheppard]  i^hould  have  been  led  to  think  and  speak  of  thee  at  such  a 
time.  1  have  thought  of  it  with  interest  in  connectioo  with  poor  dear 
P.  P's  dying  benediction.  Surely  there  muist  be  eon^^olation  ministered, 
by  these  things,  to  thy  oft-times,  no  doubt,  almost  desiM>udit)g  mind. 
Are  not  these  "morsels  "  better  and  more  to  be  desired,  coining  a-*  they 
do  from  the  Lord's  people,  than  all  the  ta.vors  of  liis  enemies  ?  Yet  I 
can  but  lament  the  great  weaknei^s,  among  many  of  those  who,  I  doubt 
not,  are  very  sincere  in  their  love  to  him  and  regard  for  thee,  wliich 
induce.*^  them  to  "break  their  bread  in  s^ecret.''  Although  Solomon,  I 
believe,  did  say  such  bread  was  pleasant,  yet  it  would  be  more  agree- 
able, I  think,  to  the  word  of  Truths  the  subslunce  of  faith  and  the 
nature  and  cliaracter  of  our  holy  profession,  if  there  was  leas  ot  secrecy 
"  for  fear  of  the  Jews.**  I  am  thinking  more  particularly  of  some  of  our 
Phikdclphia  Friends — of  whom  in  this  respect  I  think  we  have  consider- 
able to  bear ;  and  they  that  are  strong,  I  suppose,  can  be4ir  it ;  but  for 
oiher^  I  fear  lest  their  faith,  patience  and  con-^tancy  should  fail. 

«  •  ♦  •  •  j^pj  although  it  tnay  be  best  for  ua  generally  to 
pay  due  attention  to  their  advice  from  Philadelphia,  yet  I  have  little 
expectation  that  itwiU  make  much  more  difterence,  in  the  end,  than  this, 
namely,  puttmg  it  out  of  their  power  to  say  we  rejected  it*  As  for  our 
being  officially  acknowledged  by  that  Yearly  Meeting  in  tu  prei*ent  sitate, 
except  in  connection  with  the  Gurneyites  here,  or  in  the  event  of  their 
being  **  put  down,"  a^  they  st^j,  I  have  no  expectation  of  it  at  present. 
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There  is  too  rrnicli  of  ihe  same  spirit  wliieh  nile^  here,  at  work  amonjf 
them,  either  WL'retly  or  openly,  to  mlinit  of  it ;  and  I  fear  some  of  tb« 
best  among  them  hear  and  take  counsel  for  us,  of  that  spirit  working  in 
the  great  ones,  and  the  high  ones,  and  the  experienced  ones,  in  a  mystery, 
heinr;  thetnjielves  t|uile  ignorant  of  it.  Oh  I  for  more  inwardiie.-is  and 
retirednesH  of  spirit  to  the  "  Wonderful  Coiinsellof,"  thai  w*i  raiglit  b^; 
truly  guided  in  judgment;  and  then»  although  Abraham  might  be  igno- 
rant of  u.s  and  Israel  acknowledge  us  not,  yet  we  could  say,  *'  Doubt- 
leBS  tliou,  O  God !  art  our  Father;'  &c, 

**•**!  must  conclude,  with  dear  love  to  thy  wife,  for 
whom  I  very  often  feel  more  sympathy  than  I  can  express  in  wordd* 
of  whieh  I  believe  she  ha^  been  at  timers  in  s^orae  measure  fensible  ; 
and  to  whom  I  am  under  very  many  and  great  obligations^  which  I 
cannot  forget.     Farewell. 

T.  B.  Gould. 

FROM   J.    W.   TO    THOMAS    B.    GOULD, 


Uapkintoti,  «th  mo.,  30tl),  ISiS. 

ItT   DEAB  TnOMAS, 

Thine  of  the  16th  was  received  on  the  19th,  and  none  the  lesd  wel- 
come on  account  of  the  company  it  kept,  to  wit,  with  one  of  a  similar 
cast  from  dear  Ann  Jones ;  and  although  they  had  not  travelled  long 
together,  they  seemed  to  be  of  one  heart  and  one  mind ;  and  I  was 
made  gladj  amid  the  gbwm  of  persecution,  in  recognizing  the  sweet 
!*alutaiiond  which  are  breathed  forth  in  them.  And  for  thy  infomiation 
I  will  say,  that  the  volume  eontaiiiinf^  those  excellent  letters  from  which 
thou  extracted  those  instructive  liney  frttra  one  to  another  of  our  faith- 
ful predece-«sor:?  in  the  blessed  Truth,  was  sent  to  me  many  months  ago 
by  my  endeared  friend  Lydia  A,  Barclay.  Oh  !  how  animating,  to 
read  thoAe  living  ^salutations,  and  how  they  tend  to  awaken,  and  to 
quicken,  and  make  alive  renewedly  the  immortal  birth  in  whomsoever 
it  has  heen  begotten,  and  cause  it  to  leap  for  joy,  and  to  strengthen,  and 
produce  an  increa.-^©  and  enlargement  in  the  inward  life  and  power, 
when  n*ad  at  those  seasons  wherein  the  more  immediate  beam  of  the 
Smi  of  Righteousness  is  revealed  in  u^  tending  to  glory,  honor,  im- 
mortality and  eternal  life ! 

Letters  have  been  recently  received  from  England,  from  — — -, -, 

^  (fee,  but  none  so  truly  apostolic  and  full  of  life,  as  Ann  Jones's ; 


but  one  from  dear  Ezra  Comfort,  some  little  time  ago,  i^^  truly  of  the 
first  cast,  in  which,  like  that  of  A.  J„  there  is  no  oorapromtse  witli  evil, 
nor  shadow  of  turning.  Oh  I  for  such  fearless  warriors  as  tht»e,  who 
will  not  turn  their  backs  in  the  day  of  battle,  nor  give  any  gro^irvi  \.q  the 
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etiemj*  because  they  know  that  their  Leader  is  invincible*  and  goeth 
before  them,  and  covereth  tlieir  hciid.^  ;  and  hecflurie  they  know  too,  in 
^me  degree,  the  worth  of  God*s  tij.^titnoiiie«*  to  his  people,  and  ibe 
sacrilege  of  abandouing  them, 

*  ♦  •  «  »  ^£\^y  notices  of  the  unity  and  fellowship  of  several 
dear  friends,  are  cotnibrtable  and  encouraging,  as  well  as  those  aliove 
iijiuiefl ;  but.  Oil !  my  di^ar  Thomas  and  Marth:i,  it'  it  were  not  for  the 
inward  sustaining  and  approval  of  a  blei«?*ed  Redeemer,  at  times  and 
seasons  vouchstafed,  all  that  even  you  or  any  other  dear  fellow-trave!lera 
could  offer,  would  be  of  little  aviiiU  in  allaying  thw  tronblL-d  waters, 
which  seem  ready,  sometimes,  to  overwhelm  my  tiibuiuted  spirit, 

•  •  ♦  ♦  ♦  Be  assured  that  I  remain  thy  truly  sympatliiistng 
friend  in  all  the  trials  winch  await  the  exercise  of  the  Lord*s  gift 
among  a  stiflT-iiecked  and  rebellious  people,     FarcwelL 

John  Wilbur, 


FROM   EZRA   COMPORT   TO  J.    W. 


WhitemRreh,  7th  mo.,  SSd,  1848, 

DBAS  FlUXXO, 

My  mind  is  much  with  thee  and  thy  dear  sulFering  friends  in  New 
England,  grtnitly  desiring  your  steadfast  abiding  in  tlie  ever-bles^ 
Truths  let  otlieri*  do  U'?  they  may.  There  is  a  place  of  rest,  even  in  the 
day  of  trouble,  a  refuge  from  the  heat  and  the  storm<  Jerusalem  re- 
mains to  be  a  quiet  habitation,  a  tabernacle  that  shall  not  be  taken 
down — not  one  of  the  t*t4ikes  thereof  shall  ever  be  removed,  nor  one  of 
the  cords  thereof  broken,  for  thL^re  the  glorious  Lonl  remains  to  U5  a 
place  of  broad  rivers  and  streams — yea,  those  streams  whiidi  make 
glad  the  whole  city  and  heritage  of  God,  Thou  knowest,  dear  Iriend, 
that  no  gallant  ships  float  there, — no  galley  with  oars  passeth  thereby, 
— no  none  of  the  eunning  artifice,  or  merchandise  of  men  i.^  found  there. 
But  oh,  I  have  seen,  in  that  light  that  doth  not  deceive,  that  there  are 
many  amongst  you,  in  your  land,  who  are  making  a  high  profession, 
even  to  be  of  t!ie  very  city  of  God,  and  boast  much  of  the  streams 
thereof,  who  are  trafficking  in  almost  all  kinds  of  merchandise  of  men, 
yea,  even  with  the  very  souls  of  auMu  ami  are  fl(>ating  on  the  mufhly 
waters  of  Babylon^  and  drinking  of  its  streams,  and  are  in  sore  captivity, 
aid  I  am  afraid  some  of  them  know  it  not*  OIu  the  mystery  of  in* 
fquity — in  the  tnuvsforming  of  the  .serpent  even  into  an  angel  of  light, 
in  order,  if  possible,  to  deceive  the  very  elect!  May  we,,  dear  friend 
and  Friends  everywhere,  for  whose  welfare  in  this  day  of  prtiving  my 
fK>ul  travails  day  and  night,  be  kept  continually  on  our  watch,  in  the 
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ligbt  of  the  Lord,  that  we  may  be  preserved  on  that  sure  foundation, 
against  which  the  gates  of  hell  never  have,  mid  never  will  be  able  to 
prevail.  It  is  cause  of  deep  lhankt\dnes>  that  we  are  favored  to  see  the 
snare."^  of  the  enemy,  and  be  preserved.  Oh,  it  is  a  great  favor  thai  we 
are  permitted  to  suffer  with  the  suffering  seed.  Dear  friend,  and  frienda, 
who  feel  imd  act  with  thee,  think  not  the  time  of  your  sufferings  long  I 
The  Lord  hath  a  purjiose  in  pc^rmitting  it  to  be,  that  it  sliall  redound  to 
his  own  glorv,  and  to  your  everlasting  |Pf-ace  ;  and,  dear  John,  1  believe 
there  are  children  yet  unhoni  who  will  call  thee  blessed,  because  of  thy 
failhfutriciis  in  earnestly  eoiUending  for  the  ihith  onco  deliverecl  to  the 
saint.s.  I  liave  often  thought  of  Francis  Ilowgilf*  tiuvail  of  soul,  since 
being  with  you,  and  I  believe  his  lastimony  that  hv  delivered  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord,  \vill  be  fulfilled  concerning  you, — *' The  sun  thall  lose  iU* 
shining  brightness,  and  cease  to  give  light  to  tlie  world ;  the  moon  shall 
be  altogether  darkness  and  give  no  light  unto  tlie  night ;  the  gtar'*  sliall 
cease  lo  know  their  othce  ;  my  ecneiuiut  with  day  and  night,  times  and 
!iea'«(»n'«,  ^hall  .^wmer  come  to  an  end,  than  the  covenant  I  have  made 
with  ibis  people,  into  which  they  have  entered  with  me,  ^hall  end  or 
be  broken.  Yea,  though  the  powers  of  darkness  and  liell  combine 
against  them,  and  the  jaws  of  death  open  for  them,  yet  I  will  deUver 
them,  and  lead  them  through  all.  1  will  confomid  their  enemies  ad  I 
did  in  Jacob,  and  t^eatter  them  as  I  did  in  liimel,  in  the  days  of  old.  I 
will  take  their  eneraicis ;  I  will  hurl  them  hither  and  thither,  as  stones 
are  hurled  in  a  sling;  and  the  memorial  of  thiti  nation,  which  is  holy 
unto  me,  shall  never  be  rooted  out,  but  shall  live  through  ages,  as  & 
iAoml  of  witnesseji  in  generations  to  conne.  I  have  brought  them  to  the 
birth,  yea,  I  have  brought  them  forth ;  I  have  swaddled  them,  and  tJjej 
are  mine.  I  will  nourish  ihem  and  carry  them  as  on  eagles'  wings : 
and  though  clouds  gather  against  thera,  I  will  make  a  way  through 
them ;  though  durknesa  g.ither  together  as*  an  heap,  and  tempests  gender, 
I  will  scatter  them  as  with  an  east  wind  ;  and  nations  Fhall  know  they 
are  my  inherifance^  and  they  shall  know  that  I  am  the  living  God,  who 
will  plead  their  cause  with  all  that  rise  up  in  opposition  against  them." 
T\m  servant  of  the  Lord,  who  wa.H  then  in  jirison,  testilied  that  his 
heart  wa^  tilled  willi  joy,  tdthough  a  prisoner  until  deaths  even  a^  when 
the  ark  of  God  was  brought  from  the  house  of  Obed-Edom»  when 
David  danced  before  it,  and  Israel  shouted  for  joy.  May  thia  be  thy, 
and  your  blessed  experience !  I  have  often  thought  of  latter  lime,  of 
the  testimony  of  tliese  worthy  song  of  the  morning,  that  of  all  the  griev- 
ous sufferings  they  met  with,  the  greatest  were  occasioned  by  false 
brethren;  but  I  think  there  is  no  cause  for  discouragement.  We  see* 
and  it  will  be  made  more  and  more  miinifest,  that  those  who  are  now 
lording  it  over  God's  heritage,  are  unsound,  and  have  departed  from 
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tlie  faith  and  principles  of  the  Society  $  and  are  not  trati-^acting  the 
affairs  thereof  agreeably  to  the  order  eslnblished  hy  the  llttad  of  the 
cliurch,  for  which  purjKise,  our  diffcrt-nt  meetings  were  especially  in- 
stituted. Friends  were  all  to  wait  upon  the  Lord,  in  order  to  receive 
a  renewed  divine  quahficiition  to  transact  it^  business,  for  it  is  the 
Lord's  work,  and  ciuinot  be  performed  aright  without  <^uch  quali titra- 
tion, any  more  than  a  minister  cfin  prcaeh  the  guspel  without  it.  But 
it  id  now  done  out  of  meeting,  and  all  the  concerns  that  ought  to 
come  before  these  bodiei>,  are  now  arranged  by  eommittees  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  who  deliberate  in  private  eonnciU,  and  there  contrive, 
plan  wild  do  tlie  bu-*inesa,  in  the  strength  and  wisdom  of  the  crea* 
tai*e,  thereby  depriving  tlie  rent  of  the  iiiember.'*  of  tlieir  riglit  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  eoncerna  that  deeply  interest  them  ;  and  they  also 
undertake  to  judge  all  sueh  of  their  brethren,  and  condemn  them  a»  not 
being  fit  to  meddie  with  the  affairs*  of  the  church,  who  in  any  way  dij>- 
senl  from  what  they  do  in  these  private  councils.  They  abo  disregard 
the  discipline,  e^iJabliahed  hy  divine  Wisdom;  thus  they  are  .separat- 
ing themselves  from  other  bwlies  of  Friends  who  are  favored  to  dwell 
togeilier  in  unity,  and  who  are  lah«>ring  harraonionsly  together  for 
Truth'^  lionor.  Mny  you,  dear  friend?,  keep  in  your  hubitations.  aland- 
ing  steadbist  in  yotir  allotinenu?,  I  b«.dieve,  in  time  [your  oppressors.] 
will  be  so  controlled  hy  divine  Providence  as  to  open  a  way  themselves 
for  your  release.  And  dear  John,  don't  be  discouraged  from  prosecut- 
ing thy  appeal ;  however  trying  it  may  be.  Thou  may,  in  thi^  way,  bo 
inairuniental  in  opening  the  eyes  of  some  innucent  Friends  wlio  are  in 
danger  of  being  ensjnared  by  that  deceptive  spirit  and  led  astray.  I 
feel  deeply  for  these*         ♦♦♦•••# 

Tell  my  and  thy  dear  friends  as  far  as  thou  mayest  have  opportunity, 
that  my  love  remuina  toward  them  and  thyself  in  that  fellowship  that 
changeth  not  j  and  tell  our  deai*  young  Friends  I  wa^  condurted  when 
with  you,  in  believing  that  they  will  be  prepared,  through  sutfering,  and 
favored  yet  to  bring  the  ark  of  the  Lord's  testimony  on  their  shoulders 
rejoicing,  to  its  place  in  Jerusalem,  It  Is  now  on  a  cart,  and  the  oxen 
are  shaking  it,  and  the  Ux«ahs  are  laying  liold  of  it,  in  an  unquiet ilied 
manner,  bat  the  Lord  will  make  a  breach  amongst  them  in  his  own 
time, — they  never  will  be  permitted  to  bring  the  ark  to  its  place  which 
God  Imii  appointed  for  it,  by  the  course  they  are  pursuing. 

Farewell,  ray  dear  friend  in  the  Lord.     1  remain  thine. 

EzitA  CoMyoRT. 
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FKOM   ALICK    KNIGHT   TO   J.    W. 

Fraukford;  12th  mo,,  7th,  1843. 

MT  DEAR  FBOUtDf 

Thy  truly  welcome  letter  of  Udi  uio.,  2M\,  came  to  liaml  soon  after 
date,  I  hml  been  lliinking  much  about  my  iifflirted  friends  in  New- 
England  and  my  spirit  had  lu^en  closely  dwdlinj^  with  thee  in  Iribula- 
tion  ;  it  was  not  unexjKfctiHl  lo  rae  to  hear  that  thy  appeal  is  resting  as 
it  is,  and  although  it  may  i<ometime>*  he  a  tiial  of  faith  and  patience,  and 
deiKires  mny  arise  to  know  the  event,  yet  the  hin^jage  doe>  continue 
sealed  on  my  mind»  **  The  Lord  will  wi>rk»  ujhI  who  shall  let/'  And. 
let  this  matter  be  decided  m  il  may,  my  faith  U  that  a  lieneHt  will  arise 
to  our  poor  Society  from  thy  honcvst  integrity  in  the  way  of  Truth,  not 
flinehiug  from  ihy  fK>sit  to  gain  favor  from  iiiati,  even  though  the  cruel 
enemy  has  greatly  sought  thy  downfall  in  this  way.  And  if  thon 
should^st  never  see  the  day  when  thy  rightii  hi  ndigious  society  sliall  be 
restoreti  to  thee,  thy  patient  endurance  in  sutfering  will  not  ^k;  lost; 
but  children  shall  ri^e  up  and  call  thee  blessed,  saying  *'  he  hath  done 
wliat  he  could."  According  to  my  observation,  a  mark  of  distinction 
is  becoming  more  and  more  ?<*(  upon  those  that  ai*e  endeavoring  to 
gain  pitnselytes  in  the  wisdom  of  man,  and  it  is  becoming  more  and 
more  manifest  who  are  serving  the  Lord  ami  wfio  serveth  him  not ;  but 
tliere  i?  a  struggle  between  Christ  and  antichrist,  for  the  church's  sake, 
and  the  Lord  most  high  who  maketh  w«r  in  rijjjhieou^ne&s,  will  surelj 
contiaue  to  gather  lo  himself  a  people  that  can  sing  his  praise.  I  feel 
the  present  to  be  a  day  of  close  trial  and  deep  pi"oving  to  the  living 
children  everywhere ;  and  I  believe  our  poor  Society  will  have  much 
to  suifer  yet,  before  the  dross^  and  the  tin,  and  the  reprobate  silver  is 
consumed  by  the  lire  of  God's  word. 

Things  in  Baltimore  look  very  discouraging.  It  seemed  to  me,  if 
there  was  a  shred  there  of  the  spirit  of  true  discernment,  that  was  able 
to  try  words  fitly  spoken,  as  the  mouth  trieth  meat,  it  was  amongst  some 
of  the  little,  humble,  silent  ones,  that  would  tremble  at  hearing  their 
own  voices ;  and  oh  !  that  there  were  more  of  this  number,  tor  I  fear  it 
L9  very  small.  The  Yearly  Meeting  wa^  the  greatest  time  of  out|)ouring 
of  wonls  that  1  ever  witnessed,  1  think,  and  the  people  seemed  to  feed 
upon  it,  but  when  anything  was  said,  striking  at  the  root  of  their  lalse 
rest,  and  sounding  the  word  of  alarm,  rhey  were  ready  to  judge  it  down, 
aud  out  of  meeting  made  great  eftbrt  to  make  it  appear  that  their  state 
was  a  very  good  one*  So  thou  mayesl  judge  a  httle  of  the  trial  we  under- 
ivent;  yet  I  believe  it  was  all  in  the  ordering  of  best  wisdom,  and  if  our 
lot  was  cAst  die  re  for  little  more  than  a  ballast,  1  believe  the  end  was 
answ*ered ;  for  we  felt  tliat  we  were  a  thorn  in  their  sides.     Our  dear 
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friend  David  Cope  did  not,  I  believe,  open  his  mouth  in  meeting, 
except  once  to  discipline,  but  with  ounselve.-*,  could  .say  he  felt  the 
reward  of  peace  tor  having  been  nitade  willing  to  sufler  for  the  name 
of  Ji^Htis,  Thy  countiyman*  L.  M.  Hoag  wm^j  a  lodger  in  the  house 
with  lis,  and  was  very  much  caressed.  A  woman  who  was  not  a 
member,  hut  an  attend er  of  Fn ends'  meeting  at  Gerraantownj  told  one 
of  the  elders  directly  afler  meeting,  she  supposed  Friend^s  did  not  know 
what  kind  of  a  preaeher  he  was  when  they  appointed  him  the  meet- 
ing. ♦  •  •  •  • 

As  far  as  I  know,  Friends  generally  speak  well  of  our  *'  Ancient 
Testimony  *' — some  I  fejtr  are  endeavuring  to  cloak  themselves  with  it. 
But  1  believe  the  day  is  coming  wlien  the  unrighteous  work  of  man's 
invention  will  be  tried,  and  the  day  will  declai-e  it  of  what  sort  it  is; 
and  sometimes  when  the  enemy  is  suffered  to  come  in  like  a  flood  and 
my  spirit  Is  almost  overwhelmed  in  suffering,  I  am  cheered  in  the  re- 
membrfinee  that  there  is  kid  in  Zion  a  cliief  Corner^Stone,  a  sure 
foundation,  and  help  is  laid  u|M>n  One  that  is  mighty  to  save,  and  able 
to  deliver,  even  to  the  uttermost,  all  those  that  trust  in  him.  And  do 
we  not  my  dear  friend,  sometimes  realize  that  "  He  will  keep  him  in 
perfect  peace,  wliose  mind  is  stayed  on  bim»  beeuuse  he  irusteth  in 
him?*'  In  conclusion,  although  I  feel  myself  but  a  child,  I  can  greet 
tfiee  and  thy  dear  wife*  in  the  language  of  encouragement,  to  fiand  fast 
in  the  liberty  %vherewith  Christ  hath  made  you  free*     ♦     »     ♦ 

I  conclude,  thy  near  sympathizer  and,  I  trust,  felbw-suflerer  iu  tribu- 
lation, for  the  body's  sake,  which  is  the  church, 

Alice  Knight. 


FBOM  CORD£LtA  HAYES   TO   J.   W, 

Tottonhftm,  lltb  mo.,  ITth,  1848. 

MY    BET^VED    FBIKSD, 

Although  I  have  not  felt  ability  hitherto,  nor  at  this  time,  to  clothe 
my  feelings  in  words,  and  so  to  salute  thee  m  that  love  which  springs 
from,  centres  in,  and  returns  to  that  pure  spring  from  whence  all  good 
proceeds,  yet  thou  wast  brought  to  ray  remembrance  so  sweetly  yester- 
day morning,  whilst  sitting  with  my  friends  iissembled  in  meeting,  and  a 
langtiHge,  ap[>ltciible,  as  I  then  believed,  to  thee,  in  thy  present  sutfering 
And  deeply  proving  state,  was  [iresented  so  livingly  that  I  feel  I  cannot 
do  otherwise  than  just  revive  the  words  in  thy  tribulated  mind,  even 
should  they  he  offered  for  thy  acceptance  without  note  or  comment: — 
**  Blessed  aiT  ye  when  men  shall  revile  you,  and  persecute  you,  and 
«fly  all  manner  of  evil  against  you,fahel^^  tor  my  sake.     Rrjoice^  and 

be  exceeding  glad,  tor  great  is  your  reward  in  heaven  ;  for  so  persc- 
32 
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cutod  they  the  prophets  which  were  before  you."  I  remembered  that 
at  (I  think)  the  \mt  Yearly  Meeting  of  Lorulon,  at  which  dear  S- 
Grubh  was  present,  I  was  silting  with  her  in  h«r  own  lodging,  and  she 
wai*,  in  much  freedom,  opening  to  me  ^onie  of  her  sore  conflicts  wliich 
befell  her  in  that  great  city,  (to  whieh  I  wa^s  then  looking  to  remove  aa 
my  habitation,)  acquainting  me  with  the  oppueiition  she  encountered  In 
the  discharge  of  her  dufy  to  her  Muster,  and  of  the  manner  in  wliieh 
she  was  spoken  of;  we  sat  av^'hile  in  silence,  %vhen  the  word.s  **  If 
they  have  called  the  master  of  the  house  Beelzebub,  liow  much  more 
will  they  call  them  of  his  ftottsehoM"  came  so  to  me,  that  I  ventured 
to  express  tliera,  on  whieh  J  he  dear,  faithful  woman  lookt.'d  up  at  me 
with  a  brightened  countenance,  and  in  much  simplicity,  said,  *•  I  never 
thought  of  that ! "  Thus,  dear  friend,  I  have  thought  that,  as  a  child 
is  sometimes  employed  to  hand  a  cup  of  cold  water  to  a  father  or  a 
mother,  for  their  refreshment,  and  be  eomforte<l  in  finding  thai  it  has 
proved  so,  I  might  hand  this  to  thee,  whom  1  may  truly  say,  did  seem 
as  a  father  in  the  church  of  Christ,  when  thou  wast  sent  amongst  us  ; 
more  especially  as  thy  parting  words  to  me  were  like  the  meat  which 
sustained  one  formerly  for  many  days.  And  now,  my  endeared  friend, 
farewell !  May  the  Lonrs  Truth  ever  be  thy  shield  nnd  buckler,  is 
the  prayer  of  one  who  remains  thy  affectionate  friend,  in  every  trial. 

Cordelia  Bates. 


FROSI   J-    W*   TO   EZRA    COMFORT. 

HopkintoD,  the  2lst  of  nth  mo,,  1848. 

Thy  letter,  although  it  has  thus  long  remained  unanswered,  was 
truly  grateful  and  strengthening;  the  fellow-feeling  and  near  sympathy 
of  absent  brethren,  communicated  in  times  of  trouble  and  great  depres- 
sion, is  indeed  as  a  healing  balm,  and  tend;*  to  console  the  drooping 
mind,  and  to  sweeten,  for  a  season,  the  bitter  cup;  and  especially  when 
oomiDg  from  one  who  has  di'unk  deeply  of  the  same  euji  of  S{>re  afllie- 
tion,  and  lias  witne?!sed  those  indescribable  sensations  inriicted  by  the 
cruel  hands  of  false  brethren ;  a  true  sense  whereof  I  am  persuaded 
that  neither  pen  nor  tongue  can  convey  to  those  who  have  not  them- 
selves drunk  of  t!ie  gall  and  the  womiwoml ;  of  which  even  the  Saviour 
of  the  world  himself  received  at  the  hand  of  man.  No;  but  limn*  my 
dear  friend,  knowe^t^  by  painful  experience,  the  bitternes.s  and  !he 
reproaches  which  have  always  been  henped  upon  the  faithful  testimony- 
bearers  in  the  days  of  persecution.  And  I  had  never  been  so  well 
prepared  unlU  later  time,  to  sympathize  and  partake  with  our  early 
suflering  brethren,  in  their  sore  persecution*  and  deep  sufferings  for 
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tUe  Lord's  testimonies.  How  truly  instructive  the  counsel  and  erhoi^ 
tations  of  tliose  wliose  experience  was  perfected  Ijy  the  livings  which 
they  had  suffered  ;  and  perhaps  there  ii^  nirely  anything  to  be  found 
more  go,  than  the  eneoumgement  eontained  Jn  the  extnictjs  which  llioii 
kindly  sent*  If  confirmation  of  the  reciitude  of  our  cause  here  in  New 
England  were  in  any  wise  wanting,  the  conduct,  duplicity,  and  treachery 
of  our  per^cutors  supply  abundant  evidence  that  they  are  in  the  very 
same  spirit,  which  has  persecuted  the  faithful  followers  of  the  Lamb  in 
almost  every  age  of  the  Christian  church,  In  recently  looking  over 
tlie  hiilor^^  of  the  church,  from  the  apostles'  time-?  nearly  down  to 
the  present,  I  find  miuiy  tninssaclions  recorded  of  thoj«ie  who  profe^^ised 
to  he  acting  for  Christ  and  for  his  holy  church,  who!*e  actions  never- 
theless were  strongly  impressed  witti  the  mark  of  the  beast  and  the 
number  of  \m  name,  and  strikingly  answering  as  face  unto  face  in  a 
glass,  unto  many  professions  and  proceedings  in  this  our  day ;  clearly 
showing  the  enmity  and  malice  of  the  same  old  enemy  of  God**  heri- 
tage, and  hi?>  practice  of  all  manner  of  deceit  and  falsehood,  for  the 
ensnaring  and  destruction  of  the  Lord*^  people  and  their  testimonies, 
and  aiming  bis  deadly  arrows  at  those  little  humble  onea  who  dare  not 
forego  the  covenant  which  Israel's  Shepherd  made  with  their  forefathers, 
and  has  often  renewed  with  tbem»  And  these,  oh  !  how  continually  are 
they  crying  and  lifting  up  their  hearts  iuid  hands  unto  their  only 
Helper  and  Preserver,  that  he  would  in  mercy  turn  a^jide  the  arrows 
of  the  destroyer,  so  that  iheir  lives  might  bo  j^pared,  and  his  name  not 
di.-^honored  ;  for,  next  to  that  of  their  own  lives  being  given  to  them  as 
a  prey,  is  their  prayer  and  their  concern  for  the  lives  of  his  whole 
flock,  and  for  those  dignified  doctrines  and  testimonies,  which  are  the 
stakofi  and  landmarks  of  his  enclosure,  and  the  armory  of  defence, 
whereby  his  sheepfold  is  protected  from  the  ravages  of  the  beast  of 
prey. 

I  trust  and  hope,  ray  dear  friend  and  brother,  that  both  thyself  and 
all  the  living  witneissea  of  our  suflerings,  will  not  fail  at  times  to  put  up 
petitions  for  us,  and  for  the  sustaining  of  the  Lord's  good  cause  in  this 
land ;  that  through  his  own  power  and  good  pleasure,  a  remnant  at 
JeiUit  may  be  spared  to  give  glory  to  his  great  and  excellent  name,  and 
to  sTaud  as  witnesses  to  that  Truth  into  which  he  led  and  established 
our  forefathers.  •••»♦• 

My  opponents  are  quite  ready  at  finding  excuses  for  protracting  the 
trial  of  my  a^jpeal^  and  It  now  stands  referred  to  the  last  second  day  in 
the  first  month,  at  Providence,  where  I  suppose  they  were  resolved  to 
have  the  ca.'^e  Iried.  But  I  am  full  in  the  faith  that  He,  whose  power 
is  over  all,  can  turn  all  into  good  to  those  who  love  him  and  serve 
him  ;  and  in  the  same  faith,  I  trust  that  whatsoever  is  permitted  to 
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befall  me,  will  in  the  end  tend  to  my  good  and  to  God'g  glory,  if 
indeed  I  am  favored  to  endure  all  with  paiience,  and  to  trust  in  him 
eniirely  for  strenj^th  nnd  wisdom.     »  *  •  ♦ 

In  much  Jove  to  thyj^flf  and  fumily,  nnd  dear  Alici':  Knight,  in  which 
mj  wife  and  family  unite,  I  conclude  in  that  which  I  hope  will  abide 
with  us  forever,  and  am  thtae» 

John  Wilbur, 


FROM    ANN    JONES   TO    J.    W. 

Stockport,  26th  of  13Cb  mo.,  1848. 

MT  DEAR  AGE1>  ASfP  AFFUCTEB  FRlir?n>, 

This  i.^  the  appellation  and  add  res;*  which  lives  in  my  miod  towards 
thee  from  day  to  day,  and  which  I  have  desired  for  many  weeks  past 
an  opjiort unity  to  greet  ihee  witli^but  many  engagfiment«;,  many  hin- 
drances, and  not  a  few  discouragements  have  prevented  the  acfomplish- 
mcnt  of  it.  However  it  be,  whether  I  write  or  am  silent*  the  precioug 
bond  of  gospel  fellowship  is  not  lessened  or  interrupted  ;  and  whether 
thou  art  a  sensible  [lartaker  of  the  joys  and  consolations  of  the  gospel, 
or  the  fountain  of  Jiving  waters  is  for  a  time  like  a  spring  shut  up,  a 
fountain  sealed,  and  the  Lord  may,  in  in?!crutahle  wisdom,  be  known 
to  thee  by  the  name  of  the  Lord  that  hideth  his  face  from  the  hou&c  of 
Jacob,  still  I  believe  tliy  soul  is  and  will  he  kept  ahve  even  in  famine; 
and  at  times  the  experience  will  be  thine,  that  in  proportion  as  thy 
tribulations  abound,  so  also  thy  consolations  will  al>ound  in  and  through 
Christ  Jesus,  the  everliving  and  holy  head  and  high  priest  of  his 
church,  which  he  hath  purchased  with  his  own  most  p  recto  us  blood. 
Ah  !  fear  not,  neither  be  dismayed  ;  he  knows  who  they  are  that  suf- 
fer, and  what  this  living  number  suffer,  for  his  name  and  truth  and 
testimony's  sake, 

27  th.  Thy  deeply  interesting  and  truly  affecting  letter  of  the  1st  of 
7th  mo.  was  mine  on  the  28th.  I  have  let  several  Friends  see  it^  who 
are  interested  in  the  maintenance  of  the  principles  and  testimonies  of 
Truth,  viz:  L.  A.  Barclay,  G.  Crosfield,  Croudsou  Tunstall.  &Cn  all 
of  these  named  have,  I  believe^  written  to  thee  since ;  I  hope  thou  bast 
received  their  letters,  and  that  tSiey  have  had  an  encouraging  and 
strengthening  eETect  on  thy  depressed  and  drooping  mind.  May  the 
Loi-d  Jehovah  be  thy  stay  and  thy  excec<ling  great  reward.  How- 
ever the  enemies  of  Truth  may  triumph  for  a  time,  and  vaunt  as  lorda 
over  the  heritage,  I  cannot  doubt  hut  their  spirit  and  unrighteous^  pro- 
ceedings, will  be  made  manifest  in  the  Lonfs  time,  though  to  our  finite 
reason  and  short  sight  it  may  be  deferred  till  some  of  the  well-minded, 
though  inexperienced  ones  are  beguiled  and  led  astray*     Ahis  !  there 
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M  a  great  want  of  a  single  eje  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  a  firm,  steady, 
upright  walk  bi^foro  him,  neither  warjjud  by  favor,  affection,  or  fear  of 
man^ — but  righteou.sly  di^termjiiing,  "  Let  others  do  as  they  may^  as  for 
nw,  I  will  serve  the  Lord."  But  ad  a  people  we  are  too  much  in  aflBn- 
ity  with  the  world,  loving  and  courting  its  favor  and  friendahip,  unwill- 
ing to  be  baptized  into  death,  that  so  we  may  be  raised  from  spiritual 
death  by  the  power  of  Him  who  is  the  Resurrection  and  the  Life, 
having  the  !i[>iritual  senses  and  facultio:!  exercised  by  reason  of  use,  to 
discern  botb  good  and  evil.  Thus  many  who  from  their  stations  and 
standing  in  society  ought  to  be  way-mark^  lo  others,  are  themselves 
partially  blind^  unwilling  to  8ee,  and  afraid  to  risk  their  reputation 
among  men  ;  bo  they  *"  err  in  vision  and  styoible  in  judgment."  But 
MesBed  be  the  name  of  Israel's  Rock,  we  have  still  some  clear-sighted 
onea  remaining  or  raised  up,  to  stand  for  the  Truth  in  innocent  bold- 
ness. 

Xby  sister  and  companion  in  tribulation,  and  in  the  kingdom  and 
patience  of  Jesua  Christy 

Ann  Jones. 


raOM  J.    W.   TO   E2HA   COMFORT. 

Uopkbton,  3d  mo.,  ZOth,  1844. 
Wi  OEAa  F&tEKD, 

Perhap-^  there  U  not  another  wlttiin  the  circle  of  ray  acquaintance  so 
well  ijualilied  through  living  experience  to  sympathize  with  rae  under 
the  continued  portion,  and  accumulated  weight  of  BuflTering,  which  has 
fallen  to  my  lot  in  this  sad  day  of  treading  down  and  sliakiug  among 
the  profesaora  unJer  our  name,  if  not  amongst  many  others.  And  I 
trU'it  that  ihoti  art  more  undfrst'indingly  prepared  to  isay  than  I  am, 
*'  One  woe  la  past^  and  behold^  another  woe  cometh,"  and  to  see  that 
the  fulfilment  of  the  prediction  is  true,  and  the  interpretation  thereof 
uure  ;  and  art  more  fully  aware  of  the  indispensable  necessity  of  abid- 
ing steadfast  and  immovable  on  the  sure  Foundation,  during  this  great 
i»torm  and  mighty  shaking,  as  it  were,  both  of  the  earth  and  heavens. 
For  it  i^  not  enough  now  tliat  the  minds  of  Quakers  be  shaken  from 
their  grasp  of  earthly  treasures,  and  the  friendship  of  the  world,  but 
that  they  should  be  shaken  from  their  own — from  the  delusive  contriv- 
aooes  and  inventions  of  men,  seeking  to  lind  an  easy  way  to  heaven, 
wide  from  ihe  painful  process  of  piercing  asunder  between  ftoiil  and 
spirit,  joints  and  marrow,  whereby  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the 
heart  are  revealed,  through,  and  only  through,  a  drinking  with  the 
Lord  Jesus,  in  a  measure,  of  the  cup  of  his  suflerings.  He  who  flat- 
ters himself  with  the  hope  of  a  heavenly  maniiion,  without  a  humbling 
«ibmisAioti  Uy  this  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  separales  the  precious 
«2» 
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from  the  vile,  will  meet  with  the  most  iiore  nnd  forlorn  disappoint- 
ment. Oh !  how  sad  that  it  is  so»  lliat,  tlirough  the  love  of  ease  and  an 
unwillinguesi*  to  endure  the  sarictitytng  power  of  the  cross  of  Christ 
tbrougli  the  depths  of  his  pui^tions,  such  a  spirit  should  have  found 
an  entrance  into  the  minds  of  so  rnanj  who  once  knew  better  days  I 


On  again  reading  over  thy  letter  of  7th  ino^  23dj  my  doar  friend, 
which  was  received  in  due  time,  ray  heart  has  heen  made  to  leap  for 
joy  again,  in  beholding  the  excellency — ^the  inexpressible  favor  of  the 
Ijord's  mercies,  in  keeping  his  guffering  children  from  falling  and  from 
despair ;  and  whilst  I  write,  I  feel  bowed  under  a  sense  of  my  own 
utter  insufficiency ;  and  that  it  is  of  the  Lord's  power  only  that  I  hiive 
not  fallen  into  the  hands  of  those  who  have  been  striving  for  my  down- 
fall; it  is  marvellous^  in  mine  eyes,  that  I  have  been  mcrcifiiily  ?o  far 
preserved  in  holding  fast  to  the  law  and  to  the  testimony.  Oh !  let  the 
praise  be  ascribed  only  to  his  great  and  blessed  name ;  for  surely, 
without  his  unmerited  and  gracious  interposition^  I  must,  long  before 
this,  have  been  numbered  among  the  dead,  to  the  dishonor  of  the  good 
cause.  Wellj  my  dear  brother,  I  am  not  alone»  but  as  one  among  a  few 
solitary  sufferers  here  in  New  England,  whose  eyes  are  lifted  up,  and 
whose  hearts  are  poured  out  before  our  blessed  Shepherd,  in  deep  suf- 
fering under  the  nnrelenting  hand  of  the  oppressor,  witli  prayers  night 
and  day  for  patience  and  wisdom,  to  endure,  and  to  honor  the  cause 
which  we  are  calle*!  to  support^  whilst  the  enemy  is  making  stronger 
and  stronger  his  armory  for  an  exterminating  warfare  against  us.  Their 
plan  is  now  nearly  consummated,  of  excluding  all  in  this  Quarterly 
Meeting  from  service,  except  those  wlio  have  been  trained  in  the  new 
school.  «♦♦♦♦• 

More  disownments  will  likely  soon  follow.  Thomas  B.  Gould  is 
now  under  their  oppressive  hands,  in  the  character  of  overseers,  and  all 
others  who  seem  qualitled  and  are  untlaunted  in  support  of  the  good 
cause,  now  stand  as  marks  for  the  archers ;  but  it  was  believed  that, 
notwithstanding  the  success  of  the  Gunieyites  in  carrying  their  meas- 
ures in  our  late  Quarterly  Meeting,  the  cause  of  Truth  gained,  j-ather 
than  lost,  by  the  coming  out  of  eome  of  our  younger  men,  and  opening 
things  pretty  plainly  before  the  meeting;  opportunities  not  Ukely  to  be 
allowed  them  much  longer.  Thus,  my  dear  brother,  in  a  few  words,  I 
have  opened  to  thee  the  present  state  of  things  among  us,  by  which  thoo 
wilt  see  the  increasing  necessity  of  an  understanding  belter  than  our 
own,  to  guide  us  along  in  safety  thTOugh  tliis  cruel  warfare,  that  is 
waged  against  us,  for  the  alone  reason  tfiat  we  feel  bound  by  the  sacred 
obligations  of  loyalty  to  the  best  of  causes,  and  to  His  requirings  whose 
that  cause  is.     And  I  am  satisfied  that  next  to  the  immediate  guidance 
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ami  iiplioldtng  of  the  divine  Hand  and  Power,  Lave  been  the  sympathy, 
the  advices,  and  the  prajers  of  dear  Friends  and  brethren  in  other  parts 
of  this  land,  as  well  as  in  Kyrope ;  by  whose  avaihng  intercesaions 
our  hands  have  been  sustaitied  and  strengthened.  These,  or  similar 
troubhis  are  likely,  as  far  as  I  can  now  see^  to  pass  through  the  whole 
camp,  in  such  manner  as  that  the  cause  is  one  with  the  faithful  every- 
where, tending  mutually  to  bind  them  together,  ami  to  induce  them  to 
help  one  another,  by  adding  strength  to  strength,  in  coming  up  to  the 
help  of  the  Loi'd  against  the  mij^hty-  *  *  #         • 

My  salufaiion,  my  l}e]oved  friend,  in  the  love  of  the  go=tpeI,  and  in 
great  tenderness,  is  to  thee,  and  to  ail  that  are  faithful  in  Christ  Jesus, 
counting  not  their  own  lives  dear  in  comparison  with  the  love  of  God 
and  the  testimony  of  his  Me  and  power ;  and  so  I  remain  thy  friend 
and  brother, 

John  Wilbub. 


FHOM   J.    W.   TO    THOMAS   B.    GOULD. 


HopkiatOD,  5th  mo.,  14th,  1844. 


VT  DKJILB  FKIKND, 


Although  much  engaged,  I  cannot  persuade  myself  to  suffer  to- 
raonxjw  morning's  mail  to  pass  by  without  a  few  lines  to  thee  and 
Martha,  and  all  the  rest  of  you,  who  are  resolved  to  ride  out  ilie  slorm 
through  all ;  if  indeed  llie  very  best  management  on  their  own  part,  and 
full  trust  and  confidence  in  Him  whose  way  is  in  the  deep,  and  who 
has  for  his  chariot  the  wings  of  the  wind,  will  bring  their  litth)  hark  in 
good  time  to  some  quiet  and  peaeefuJ  haven,  where  the  enemies  of  the 
tesiiraonies  of  the  Lord's  herilage  cannot  come — no,  neither  here  nor 
hereafter !  And  I  am  noways  destitute,  my  dear  fellow-suflTcrcrs,  of  an 
asf^urance  of  ihe  aboundings  of  God's  love  and  tender  mercies,  over  all 
and  through  all,  to  those  his  living  children,  who  are  now  in  the  midst 
of  great  tribulations;  out  of  which  he  will  assuredly  bring  ihem,  as 
they  patiently  endure  the  buffetings  of  the  mighty  foe,  through  his  min- 
i«terSf  for  a  little  season.  And  however  grievous  and  painful  to  be 
borne,  let  us  even  rejoice  and  be  ghid  for  His  great  name's  sake,  for 
which  we  are  permitted  to  suffer,  and  remember  the  promise*,  that  "the 
rod  of  the  wicked  shall  not  ahimys  rest  upon  the  lot  of  the  righteous;*' 
for  he  will,  for  the  elect's  sake,  shorten  those  days,  and  for  the  sake  of 
those  wlio  are  gliren  up  to  love  and  serve  him,  he  will  arise  speedily, 
and  deliver  them  from  the  hand  of  their  enemies*  He  will  compas- 
sionate his  own  people,  as  well  va  regard  bis  own  testimonies.  His  own 
peoiile,  however  few  in  number,  by  the  band  of  his  Providence  shall  es- 
cape the  dehjge,  for  the  upholding  of  his  name  in  the  earth  ;  for  behold 
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be  18  despised  and  blasphemed  at  the  heAd  of  everj  street,  and  the 
wicked  triumph  over  the  flock  of  his  pasture. 

•  •  •  *  How  plain  it  is  that  Quaker  preachers,  who  have  but 
ordinary  natunil  talpnt,  and  no  school  learning,  when  they  turn  aside 
from  the  source  from  which  they  had  usually  drawn  afresh  thtjir  sup- 
plies, and  enlist  under  the  banners  of  men^  make  miserable  work  of  it  I 
*  •  •  •  Took  are  not  s^o  much  to  blame,  as  those  who  use  them» 
And  all  Bucb  worlw  as  thede  will  certainly  turn  to  the  furthei-ance  and 
acenmplishment  of  God's  purjxises,  in  the  separation  of  that  which 
aervcth  him,  from  that  which  serveth  him  nou  My  dear  Thomas,  let 
none  of  ilwsr  thiiigt*  move  th<*e.  Rememljer,  pei-^ecation  by  the  world 
ami  by  false  brethren,  has  been  the  lot  of  the  righteous  in  all  ages. 
Despair  not,  but  eliensh  the  git\  ;  and  it  will  take  root  downward  with 
the  greater  force,  the  more  it  h  ti-odden  under  the  feet  of  ungodly  men ; 
and  then  tbu  ntoreliouse  will  be  fulK  and  enlarged,  against  the  day  of 
iMraelH  dehverance  from  his  bondage.     •     •     •     • 

Thy  friend,  John  Wilbur. 


FROM  ALICE   KNIGHT  TO  J  W. 


Frankford  eth  tno.,  10th,  1844. 

Notwithstanding  T  have  written  the  last  letter  to  my  dear  friend  John 
Wilbur,  I  feel  a  t^trong  inclination  to  avail  myself  of  this  medium  of 
converse  with  thee,  as  the  only  one  that  Bcems  to  be  granted  me  at  this 
time,  aocortling  to  tlie  good  order  of  church  discipline.  Thou  ha^t  no 
doubt  heai'd  ere  this,  that  thy  i>o<jr,  feeble  and  unworthy  a>rresjjondeut 
has  done  what  she  could  in  resigning  herself  to  be  a  sharer  with  you  in 
suffering,  at  your  Yearly  Meeting,  for  the  testimonies  of  Truth,  in  sup- 
port of  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel  of  our  dear  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesuit 
Chrlitt,  which  he  continues  to  keep  very  dear  and  precious  in  the  hearts 
of  some  of  you  (afid  1  liope  not  a  fiaw)  in  your  part  of  his  heritage, 
yes,  worth  t^uffering  di^eply  for,  which  does  even  now  redound  to  his 
glory  and  honour,  and,  if  steadfastness  is  abode  in  to  the  end,  will  even 
more  and  more  show  forth  his  praise.  Oh,  the  desire  that  I  sometimes 
feel  for  all  his  suffering  children  everywhere,  that  may  at  season.^  be 
made  to  feel  that  the  muddy  waters  compass  tliem  about  even  to  the 
soul,  that  they  are  enclosed  in  its  depths,  and  the  weeds  are  wrapt 
about  tiieir  heads  ;  that  they  may  continue  to  feel  that  their  only  helper  is 
the  Lord  of  Hosts  ;  for  he  will  surely  keep  these  in  his  house  of  prayer, 
and  whf  II  they  may  be  suffered  to  feel  that  their  iioor  souls  are  ready 
to  faint  within  them,  he,  the  Lord,  will  strengthen  them  from  his  holy 
temple. 
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We  have  recently  heard  the  Gumeyitea  havu  taken  up  th*.*  cases  of 
and .  I  was  surprised  to  htvir  it,  sup- 
posing ere  this,  they  must  see  their  works  are  dark ;  but  alas !  how 
often  do  we  »ee  the  sorrowful  effects  protluced,  to  the  blinding  of  the 
eyes  of  those  who  once  give  ihemselves  up  to  listen  to  the  deceiver  of 
mankind.  And  are  not  these  things  fieraiitted,  and  ihey  suff«ii-ed  to 
contijuie  in  their  unrighteous  works,  in  order  to  open  the  eyes  of  fiome 
who  have  tiot  yet  been  able  to  see  into  the  myritery  of  iniijiiity,  and 
in  order  to  hasten  the  day  of  separation  from  tliese  people  ?  I  greatly 
desire  the  encouragement  of  all  these  under  treatment  hj*  well  m  other 
rightly  exerci*efl  Friend:*!,  to  faithfulness  in  contending  for  the  Truth, 
without  fearing  consequences.  But  why  ne*'d  I  write  thus  to  a  father, 
who  has  taken  many  more  deep  lessunjj  in  the  school  of  Christ  than 
I  have  done?  And  I  greatly  feel  that  I  have  need  of  the  [iniyers 
of  the  faithful  for  my  safe  abiding  on  the  sure  Foundation,  patient 
under  every  suff taring  dis[>ensation, — for  I  feel  it  to  be  a  day  of  deep 
trials  wherein  it  is  all  important  to  remeralHir  the  watchword  given 
by  our  blessed  Saviour  to  his  disciples  fonnerly,  "  Watch  and  pray," 
and  I  believe  there  are  seasons  when  we  may  feel  that  we  csmaot  pray, 
yet  we  can  watch.  And  I  believe  my  dear  friend  will  understand  me, 
and  that  this  is  a  little  effusion  of  the  exercises  I  daittf  feel^  in  looking 
towards  your  approaching  annual  assembly,  and  the  very  important 
decisions  that  may  be  come  to  there,  for  I  think  I  may  say  I  feel  bound* 
with  my  dear,  suffering  friends,  in  bonds  for  the  sake  of  the  gospel. 


I  believe  sometimes  when  we  are  not  called  upon  openly  lo  speak 
against  such  as  we  cannot  fully  unite  with,  we  are  nevertheless  bound 
to  bear  te^iimouy  in  silence^  In  this  we  may  beaceounted  as  lc»ols  and 
even  hated  by  the  worldly  wise  ;  and  sometimes  such  things  feel  hard 
to  bear ;  yet  there  are  sea^^ons  when  we  are  made  to  n-joiee  in  liim 
through  whom  the  victory  was  obtained,  I  believe  thou  wilt  understand 
me  in  this,  and  I  think  thou  canst  unite  with  me  in  the  sentiment,  that 
there  are  t^ome  Friends  we  meet  with,  to  whom  we  can  get  very  near, 
though  sinuigers ;  whom  we  feel  as  bone  of  our  hone,  and  tiesh  of  our 
flesh — kindred  spirits  met;  to  whom  we  can  impart  our  religious  views 
without  any  reserve.  There  are  others  that  generally  s[)eak  the  same 
language,  and  seem  very  friendly,  to  whom  we  may  even  destre  lo  im- 
part our  feelings  and  views,  yet  there  is  something  that  is  as  a  barrier 
lietweeu  as.       **•••  •••• 

I  want  sound  Friends  to  stand  firm  and  faithful,  for  now  is  the  time ; 
but  if  no  way  should  clearly  0]>en  wli«*n  the  time  t*omes,  I  am  far  from 
desiring  any  step  taken  without  a  sensible  feeling  of  the  sanction  of 
Truth  in  your  movements.     For  1  continue  firm  in  the  belief  that  the 
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Lord  will  work  for  you  and  with  you,  for  deliverancei  b  Im  own  i 
and  way.     May  all  the  rightly  exercised  be  encouraged  to  |*ut 
whole  nrmor  of  faith  j         ♦         •         •         • 

A  letter  fmm  thetj  is  always  gladly  receired  by  thy  oowMtlfi 
re?ix>pdfnt,  Alick  KnuKi- 


FHOM   L.    A.    BARCLAY   TO   J.   W. 


Beigftte,  Siiit«j,  eth  ma,  Uth,  M.^ 

MY    LiKAR  AWt>   HOStOftVD  FStEKD, 

My  mind  suumed  so  much  with  thee  tho  last  w»x>k  tliai  I  ibiak  Ii 
(though  in  n  poor,  low  spot  my^^elf )  lake  pen  and  tell  lhe«  «o» 
thee  that  ihou  art  very  near  and  dear  to  me  and  I  trust  a 
more  in  this  land  who  rememlw?r  thy  taithful  gpirit  and  labor  of  1«<1 
among.^t  uk  in  days  that  are  pa«t,  wherein  thou  wast  (made  of  GW' 
gre^t  comfort  to  an  afflicted  remnant  amongst  us,  who  have  felt  adiil 
into  tender  Bympatby  with  ihee  in   the  hearing  of  thy  sore  tri 
latter  yenrs ;  the  worst  sort  of  all,  namely,  from  false  brethren! 
we  rtjoiee  tfiat  thou  art  preserved  in  a  noble  yet  hurable  spirit,  i 
to  hutfer  for  the  pure  testimony  of  the  everlasting  Truth*  and  tiiiill 
(as  indeed  we  doubted  not)  so  marvellously  sustained  and  snpi 
under  such   deep  afllietions,  yea,  wonderfully  comforted  willi  t 
•which  the  aiilieters  can  never  give,  neither  can  they  take  away  wliBt 
flows  in  the  soid  like  the  sirenrns  of  a  refreshing  river  !  blessed  U 
Father  of  mercies  and  God  of  all  sure  consolation  who  gives  it! 
my  dear  friend,!  hope  and  tru.*<t  thou  art  thus  supported  and* 
at   thiii  time,   which   I   have  bt^en  remembering  is  the   tim«  rf 
Yearly  Meeting,  and  when  I  suppose  thy  }>rivate  appeal  will  oaiiM 
ward,  but   it   h  not  likely  with  any  better  success  than  the  oUitrl 
year,  seeing  there  ai*e  such   unjust  and  unconstitutional 
sorted  to ;  yet  wc  do  know  there  is  a  Power  who  can   in 
withdraw  man  from  his  purpose,  and  overturn  all  the  dovioe^ 
wisdom  of  man  !     Then  it  is  unto  Him  alone  that  we  must  coinintl 
our  dearly  beloved  friend  and  tribolatwl   brother,  whose  tbou  ait  il^ 
whom  tlioa  sincerely  desires  faithfully  to  serve,  and  whose  is  the  c«^ 
thou  hiibl  been  and  art  concerned  to  uphold  (and  no  pri?ate  oaAiV 
party  whatsoever !)   to  thy  dying  bi'ealh.     And  he  I'j  suffidcot  fiiF  of 
poor  feeble  servants  in   all  llieir  exercises  and  trials^  who  feel  boltf 
the  worms  of  the  dust  and  unworthy  of  the  least  of  all  his  tender 
goodness!    He  erer  will  be  all-sufficient  to  support,  strengtheit, eoo^ 
and  preserve  (hem,  and  will  get  himself  glory  through  them,  eKfl  • 
it  .-ieem  l>es(  in  his  insJcrutable  wisdom  it  should  be  through  onpanillei^ 
aftiiciious  I     W  he  saw  meet  that  the  Captain  of  our  aalFStioii  i^^ 
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be  made  perfect  through  sufferings,  is  it  not  enough  for  the  di.sciplea 
that  thej  be  as  their  Master  ?  And  those  who  suffer  the  most  for  liim 
are  tlie  most  highly  honored  I  Nevurthelei^s^  lender  sympathy  flows 
in  the  fellow-fnelers  towards  such  as  are  thas  jR^culiarly  '*  set  for  the 
defenw  of  ihe  gospL*!,"  and  tlieir  breathings  do  continually  arise  for 
their  help  and  support,  a:^  do  ours  at  thia  time  on  thy  belmlf  unto  Him 
whose  h  the  power,  and  oh !  that  thou  mayest  be  kept  of  him  in  peace 
to  Ihe  end  I 

When  it  is  well  with  thee  crave  the  strengthening  and  preservation 
of  thy  nearly  united  and  affectionate  friend, 

Ltdia  a.  Barclay. 


FROM  AKN  JONES  TO  J.  W.  AND  WIFE. 


Stockport,  7tli  ma.,  28tli,  1844. 

MT  DEAR  AFrUOTID  FBISBiDa, 

•  *  •  *  I  began  this  at  home  on  first  day  evening,  but  was 
pieTented  from  proceeding  with  it  until  to-day.  I  am  now  with  my 
companion,  S.  Homer,  at  the  house  of  our  dear  friend  [ienry  Neild  at 
Frandiey,  where  our  Monthly  Meeting  was  held  yesterday.  Since  I 
left  home  on  fourth  day  morning  I  have  received  in  an  envelope,  di- 
rected by  thtf  hand  I  believe,  **Two  Letters  "  (written  by  thee)  "  in  rela^ 
tion  to  the  doctrines,  order,  and  ullages  of  the  Society  of  Friend^*,"  to 
which  is  appended  a  Contrast,  &c.,  by  another  hand.  •  ♦  •  •  • 
It  seems  very  dear  to  me  that  any  Friend^  reading  the^  letters,  must 
at  once  pierceive  that  the  ground  of  thy  diMOwnment  has  been  no  other 
than  tliy  faithful  maintenance  of  the  dorlrine.s  of  Christianity,  as  held 
by  the  Society  from  the  beginning*  May  the  btc;?sod  Head  of  the 
church  himself  keep  and  sustain  thee,  in  every  Hca.son  of  conflict  and 
affliction,  guide  thee  by  his  counsel,  and  give  thee  wisdom  to  support 
th«  cause  in  which  ihoii  art  engaged^ — wisdom  and  skill  which  tljy  ad- 
versaries shall  not  be  able  to  gainsay  or  resist.  This  I  trustfidly  be- 
lieve will  be  the  case,  and  that  thoy  wilt  he  helped,  not  only  by  thy 
own  dear  family  and  personal  friends^  to  place  the  whole  matter  and  all 
the  proceedings  in  their  true  light  before  the  public,  but  also  thai  He 
who  is  strength  in  weakness,  to  his  po<jr  dcpendctit  children  who  have  no 
might  of  their  own,  riches  in  poverty,  and  a  very  prcst^nt  helper  in 
trouble,  will  he  near  to  thee  and  thine  in  all  your  atHictions — even  He 
who  was  with  the  three  children  in  the  fiery  furnace,  and  with  his  faith- 
Ibl  Daniel  in  the  lions'  den.  That  it  will  yet  be  made  manifest  that  the 
Lord  has  reserved  and  jircscrvcd  to  himself  a  number  comparable  to 
the  seven  thousand  in  Israel,  who  have  not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal  or 
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power — for  restoring  order  ?  No,  but  for  introdudng  disorder,  by 
placing  soint;  of  thuir  skeping  monuments  hei*e  at  tlie  hejidof  the 
meeting.  For  there  is  not  one  among  them  on  the  men's  side,  but 
ileeps  mtieh  of  the  time,  wbeii  assembledt  and  they  are  often  nil  a*leep 
At  the  same  time;  so  that  thou  wilt  readily  see  the  disgrace  that  must 
attach  to  a  Monthly  Meeting  that  phices  such  men  at  the  head  of  a 
meeting  for  solemn  worship;  and  jmiuful  will  it  be  for  all  hut  ihem- 
selvtjg,  to  sit  under  such  government ;  and  very  few  bci^ides  will  likely 
meet  with  them. 

My  month  has  been  opened  bnl  once,  since  Yearly  fleeting,  pub- 
licly ;  and  then  they  attempted  to  close  the  meeting  a?  soon  as  I  Rat 
down^  in  contempt  of  my  service  ;  and  the  Gurneyite  men  ail  went 
out;  whiUt  Friends,  with  a  number  of  the  neighbors  prciienl,  kept 
their  yt  nts  until  a  pro[»er  time  to  close  ;  by  which  they  were  appai-enlly 
a  good  deal  exasperated,  and  consequently  resorted  to  the  measure 
nliove  aJluded  to.        *  *  *•♦#♦♦ 

My  will-joins  me  in  dear  love  to  thyself  and  wife,  and  all  our  ilear 
friends,  who  are  rcsolvcil  to  follow  on  to  know  the  Lord  more  perfectly, 
though  obtained  only  through  this  great  fight  of  affliction. 

John  Wiluur. 


FROM   J*    W.    TO    EZRA    COMFORT. 

HopkiutoQ,  Sth  iDO.,  224,  1844. 

MX  DtAB   FRIEKD, 

*  *  *  Well,  inasmuch  as  I  hesitate  not  in  believing  that  the 
course  which  I  have  taken  was  in  the  ordering  of  Truth,  so  I  tru^it  that 
if  I  am  faTored  to  continue  to  keep  a  single  eye  to  Us  pointing,  thut  He 
whom  I  have  endeavored  faithfully  to  i^erve,  will  still  be  with  me^  and 
fulfil  in  me  Im  whole  purfwse,  if  anything  yet  remains  for  me  to  do 
before  I  go  lience ;  and  ho  I  murmur  not,  nor  repine,  on  account  of  my 
condition,  but  consider  it  preferable  to  that  of  being  restored  to  such  a 
body  of  fake  brethren.  «♦♦♦•♦» 

I  was  not  long  *.ince  invited  to  attend  a  funeral,  among  other  people, 
at  some  distance  fmm  home ;  and  feeling  ea^y  lo  do  so,  I  wentn,  and  in 
much  clearness  and  freslme!*s  was  raised  up,  in  a  very  large  gathering, 
to  testify  of  the  way  of  life  and  salvation  ;  and  since,  1  have  attended 
oar  Westrrn  meeting,  and  was  livingly  exercised  in  breaking  bread  to 
a  iittle  remnant  of  hungering  minds,  to  ray  own  and  their  great  consola- 
tion ;  and  I  al«o  had  two  family  opportunities  in  the  neighliorhood,  to 
the  like  satisfaction;  and  snltscquently  had  a  public  raeefing,  by  ap- 
pointment, at  Kingston,  which  is  our  county  town,  and  was  largely 
opened  in  testimony  to  a  large  company,  mostly  Presbyterians,  and 
33 
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Romo  Bnptlpt<i ;  fttid  allhotigh  the  meeting  wa*i  long,  I  hdve  rarely 
so  large  a  ^thennj;  sit  so  solkl  and  quiof.  If  vfix^,  I  helie%'e,  ^Qti^fncy 
for}'  to  them,  nnrl  truly,  pcfipe  nml  ronj^olation  were  the  fruit)*  of  that 
opiMjrtiJTiiiy  to  my  mind.  Ami  I  feel  free  to  say  to  thee,  my  dear 
friend,  that  on  such  oci-asions,  n^  it  always  has  been,  so  it  i*craains  to  be 
wilh  me  still, — to  go  to  such  meetings  in  fear  and  trembling  for  the 
safety  of  the  ark  of  Tnith';*  lest i monies. 

It  li:i<i  been  pretty  cli-arly  ojw ned  to  me,  that  if  life  and  strength  con- 
tinue, noiisiderable  t^ervice  will  be,  ere  long,  oalled  for  at  my  haads,  in 
different  neighhorhoorls  round  alxjut,  as  well  as  at  some  places  more  re- 
mote. Our  prinfM|tle6  and  testiinoniea,  and  the  fipreafling  of  them  among 
mankind,  never  hxiked  more  deshable  ihan  at  the  present  time;  and 
notwithstanding  the  great  declension  in  thf'se  times,  I  am  di-jposed  to 
accord  with  the  views  of  dear  Sarah  Grubb,  in  Kiiglaiid.  n^  well  be 
some  others  of  the  like  ca.<t,  that  after  a  great  sifting  time,  there  will 
be  a  greater  gathering  to  our  priin-iples  than  ever  has  lieen  tiinee  the 
early  days  of  the  Society.  Under  8urh  a  view  as  this*,  I  am  encouraged 
to  let  the  thing-s  which  ure  now  shaking  the  Society  to  its  tbuadatioD, 
pas?  over  awl  he  gone,  and  to  look  forward,  trusting  in  the  arm  of  the 
Almighty ;  and  believing  that  he  will,  when  he  has  spewed  out  of  his 
mouth  the  hyiioerites  nm\  the  oppre;^sor8,  gather  to  himself  a  people  that 
will  serve  !dm  and  honor  him,  and,  by  the  uprightness  and  purity  of 
their  lives,  a:?  well  as  by  the  prninulgtition  of  the  gospel  in  the  demon- 
stration of  the  Sjiirit  and  with  ^jower,  give  glory  to  his  great  and  adora- 
ble name ;  and  in  a  manner  which  the-^e  adversaries  of  Truth  can  neither 
resi-^t  nor  gainsay.  •  •  *  ♦  Pq].  the  grievous*  tmn^gre5*sion^  of 
Israel,  hi^  hypocrisy^  his  idolatry,  his  oppression,  and  the  profaning  of 
his  fanetnary,  the  Lord  has  given  him  into  the  hand  of  Satan,  to  buffet 
him,  and  to  scatter  him  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven.  But  as  it  was  Siiid 
by  the  prophet,  "  A  remnant  shail  be  saved."  And  these,  if  they  abide 
in  his  courti*,  shaU  be  a^  seed  sown  in  the  earth,  and  shall  spring  up  and 
flourish,  and  he  will  cauise  ihem  to  spread  forth,  as  gai^dens  by  the  river- 
side, and  will  jKiur  down  the  dayj^pring  from  on  high  into  their  bosoms, 
and  they  Bhall  walk  in  the  Ught  of  lite,  and  jjower  shall  be  given  them 
to  tread  on  serpents  and  ticorpioni*,  and  receive  no  harm.  Oh  1  my  dear 
friend,  what  aiu.se  of  encouragement  goeth  forth  under  isuch  view*  as 
thei^e,  even  while  the  darkest  cloud  overtihadowa  us.  Such  a  day  as 
this  wad  foreseen  by  dear  Mary  Ridgway,  some  ittXy  ye^rs  ago.  An 
aged  Friend  with  us,  whose  memory  k  rcraKrkahlu  of  things  in  oldea 
time,  says,  that  she  came  into  the  men's  Yearly  Meeting  at  Newjxjrt, 
and  addressed  it  as  follows :  "  Friend>,  I  have  had  a  prospect  that  has 
bonie  very  heavy  uix>n  my  mind,  and  which  I  feel  constrained  to  com- 
municate to  this  meetin^r.     1  have  seen  the  blackest  and  thickest  cloud 
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that  I  ever  saw,  liaiig  over  New  EnglajuL  And  I  desire  Friends  to  be 
on  their  guard,  and  U»  pret  to  iheir  watiih-tower*  for  I  believe  there  U  n 
sifliiiji  lime  cominnr;  jjud  .mj.(:h  trials  us  have  never  been  before  in  this 
land,  will  i^nrtdy  come  upon  thi:^  people." 

Miirj^  Pi'i>lcy  >peflkrs  of  a  reformution  in  iho  Society  of  Friends, — of 
advancing  in  the  principles  of  early  Friend*,  and  speaks  of  some  in  tlie 
followini^  nianner :  *"  lusitead  of  f^oln^  forward,  they  have  looked  hack, 
and  even  sunk  below  the  stiviidiird  of  the  first  refi>rmer,^."  And  says 
again :  "  And  tho^e  who  will  be  the  instruments  to  labor  for  a  reforma- 
tion in  tliis  detjeneiatf?  age,  must  find  a  didbreoce  in  iheir  trialts  from 
the  sons  of  the  former  morning ;  ihey  will  be  of  a  more  severe  and 
piercing  kind.  T/teirs  were  from  the  world,  and  such  as  mij^ht  be  ex- 
pected ;  our  trials  will  chiefly  ari?e  from  those  under  the  smne  profes- 
ftjou^  clothed  with  the  spirit  of  thi«  world,  though  under  disguise*  God 
will  divide  in  Jae<jb,  and  scatter  in  Ismel,  bclbre  that  reformation  is 
brought  about  which  he  design>«."  And  thesi?  prophecies,  I  apprehend, 
incbnle  both  as  one,  the  troubles  which  iK^gan  with  yoy  some  years 
ago,  and  those  which  now  afflict  the  church  j  and  allhongh  the  chanie- 
teriiitie  h  changed,  the  spirit,  just  as  thou  told  me  in  a  former  letter,  is 
the  stime, — it  is  the  spirit  of  the  destroying  angeL  Thomas  Shillitoe 
also  testified  of  a  grievous  stifling  time  in  oui'  Ye^ii'ly  Meeting,  the  ^ame 
in  substance  as  Mary  Ridgway,  and  seen^ed  to  lay  the  responsibility 
upon  a  spurious  ministry,  now  seen  to  be  literally  correct* 

Dear  Ann  Jone;!,  in  a  late  letter,  encourages  our  publishing  a  statement 
of  the  wrongs  wUi(rh  we  have  received  at  the  handis  of  our  oppost?rs  in 
New  England,  which,  as  far  as  I  cmi  hear,  will  be  agreeable  to  all 
sound  Friend:*  in  this  country.  From  thy  friend, 

John  Wilbur. 


FROM   J.    TV.   TO    THOMAS    B.    GOULD. 

Near  Kingston,  [&th  mi>.,  1st,  1844d 

VT  DKAB  moUAA, 

•  *  •  •  •  jj^  pjy  letter  to  John  Pease,  I  mentioned  that  a 
friend  to  him  as  well  as  me,  Imd  projHjsed  that  he  should  be  put  in  a 
way  of  more  information,  i&c,  and  as  I  had  had  tio  personal  ojiportu- 
nitVt  I  resorted  to  pen  and  jiaper  j  informing  him  that  the  comphiinants 
■were  not  able  to  make  »o  nineh  as  a  breach  of  one  paragraph  id'  uni' 
discipline  to  bear  upon  me  ;  hut  that  in  the  progress  of  their  proceed- 
ings, thfi/  had  viohited  it  at  least  ten  times  ;  and  further  told  him,  that 
our  Yearly  Meeting  it,self,  by  sanctioning  those  proceedings,  had  virtu- 
ally trodden  down  and  desh-oyed  ita  own  dbciplinej  &c.    In  liis  answer, 


888 


^rOtTBKAL  OF  JOHK  T^HLBm, 


he  informed  me,  that  botli  himself  and  corapanton  had  read  my  letter, 
eac!»  twiw  over,  and  he  thought  best  to  read  it  to  a  select  number  of 
the  Yearly  Mcetin*^*.*  committee.  He  &ays,  tliey  in  a  Jew  wonk  dis- 
opprctvfd  of  every  [>artof  it,  and  of  thsit  part  wljieh  !*akl,  I  was  diriownecl 
without  diseipUne — that  they  said  they  took  altogetlier  a  different  view 
of  it,  &c.  And  so  J.  P«  excuses  himself  from  entering  into  jud^nent 
ujjon  the  raeriU  of  the  ease.     *•*♦•• 

Well,  now,  my  deur  brother  Thomas,  I  am  not  at  all  disappointed 
nor  sui'firised  at  thy  maimer  of  writing;  in  relation  to  (liy,<*elf ;  however 
tender  the  feeling?:,  and  deep  the  commi.^erfltion  which  I  feel  tovvai*d3  thee 
and  tor  thee,  with  fervent  prayers  that  (hou  may  not  be  left  to  caat 
away  the  sliield  as  though  it  had  never  been  anointed, — though  very 
near  have  I  myself  been  brought  to  it  many  time*.  Hast  thou  not  of^en 
reiid  of  the  deep  baptisms,  desertions,  and  sore  contlicts,  if  not  misgiv- 
ing^«  of  those  whom  the  blessed  Master  had  chosen  to  publi!*h  his  gospel, 
and  qualified  by  living  experience  of  their  own,  to  administer  fitly  to  the 
condition  of  those  who  are  in  Ijonds  and  in  pri'^on  for  the  word  of  God 
and  for  the  testimony  of  Jesus  ?  And  as  there  never  ha?  been  such  a 
time  as  this  in  our  Society*  nor  even  in  the  world  at  large  in  relation 
to  the  divine  purposes,  and  the  condition  of  Christianity,  nor  the  field 
of  harvest  i^o  white  perhapn  before  the  lahorers  ;  there  is  proportionably 
greater  need  of  the  laborers  and  messengers  being  entirely  bereft  of 
everything  pcrtaiiiing  to  the  flesh^ — everything  of  their  own — and  to  be 
entirely  clad  with  the  pure  white  linen,  the  covering  of  the  Lord'a  own 
holy,  blessed  Spirit.  And  these  new  garments  cannot  be  so  advan- 
tagcoualy  worn,  whilst  some  of  the  old  ones  remain  upon  us,  nor  yet  so 
consistently.  Oh,  then,  I  yet  keep  de^inag  for  myself,  that  I  may  so 
patiently  and  so  willingly  endure  (he  purgations  of  the  waters  of  Jor- 
dan* whicli  ia  judgment,  that  all  which  pertains,  to  Esau,  the  tir^t-bom, 
may  be  wholly  taken  away,  even  if  it  jshouM  require  long  and  fearful 
standing  in  the  very  bottom  of  that  river. 

#     «     «     «     «     jii  much  near  and  dear  love  and  atfeetion  to 
you  all,  and  all  the  honest- hearted  on  tliat  island,  I  am  thine, 

JouN  Wilbur, 


FROM  J,    W.   TO   MOSES    COMFORT. 


HopkiiitDu,  E.  I.,  10th  mo.,  33d,  IS44. 
HT  DEAR  rntcirD, 

I  felt  greatly  obliged  to  thee  for  thy  interciiting  account  of  the  last 

sickness  and  close  of  that  dear,  devoted,  and  undaunted  servant  of  the 

Lord.  Alice  Knight.     Precious,  indeed,  is  her  memory  to  me !     And 

as  Mary  Pennington  said  concerning  her  husband,  that  she  ascended 
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/1llril]fe>  lilm,  and  eftw  him  safely  landed  ami  gaibered  to  u  mansion  of 
^verlHsfinor  rest,  joy,  and  pence,  so,  with  an  eye  of  living  failh  ami  gos* 
pel  assurance,  methinks  I  sen  ht-r  purifiL'd  '>nirit^  gloriliud  iitnl  dtgiiiliicd 
in  the  presence  of  her  holy  Uetleemer  in  heaven,  to  go  no  more  oiiL 
Of  him  she  was  not  ashamtid^  nor  sifraid  to  confess  his  blessed  name 
among  men  ;  nor  did  ^^^he  fliudi,  for  fear  of  man,  from  delivering  the 
mes.sage  aad  whole  eoun.-*f  1  of  God  uomniitled  into  her  liandd  for  others. 
Hencefbrtii,  saith  the  Spirit,  blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord, 
(and  this  precious  handmaid  woa  one  of  ihem,)  yea,  they  shall  rest  from 
their  labors,  and  their  works  do  follow  them.  Yea,  their  faitliful  works 
shall  follow  them  n-i  a  ?wcet  testimony  and  meinonal  before  Go<l,  and 
that  innumerable  company  of  angels  and  the  spirits  of  jwst  men  made 
perfect,  in  the  kingdom  of  Him  who  redeemed  them  with  his  own 
blood  1  In  comparison  witli  thk  blesised  a^j^nnince  of  the  happy  death 
and  heavenly  a^en*iion  of  the  faithful  and  trihnlated  servant'^  of  the 
Lord,  e%erything  of  a  sublunary  cltaracter  sinks  down  to  nothing  and 
vanity  I 

How  great,  then^  the  work  of  contributing  to  such  a  result ;  and  how 
happy  the  knowledge  of  the  right  way  for  s^nch  contribution!  Instead 
of  calling  people  to  Christ  and  him  crucified,  the  wi-dom  of  Ood  and  the 
power  of  God,  how  many  are  the  teachers  which  mankind  have  heaped 
to  themselves,  having  itehing  ear^  to  hear  the  devices  or  the  divining  of 
men  learned  and  skilled  in  earthly  wiftdora,  in  hewing  out  cistern.'^,  and 
making  suhntitiites  beautifid  to  the  eye,  and  pleading  to  the  ear,  aad  grati- 
fying to  the  carnal  mind  and  will  of  man  1  And  thus  the  people  are 
grievously  led  to  mistake  the  image  and  likeness  of  a  thing  (of  immense 
importance)  for  the  thing  tisclf.  Oh,  the  responsibility  that  re^ts  even 
upon  those  whom  God  lias  called  and  anointed  to  direct  hh  people  in  the 
true  way;  even  in  the  way  heavenward  !  And,  on  the  other  hand,  how 
reprehensible  are  tbofe  who,  knowing  nothing  themselves  of  the  way 
everlasting,  and  Jmving  nothing,  can  therefore  give  nothing  that  has  life 
in  it,  but  are  exhibiting  a  poor,  lifeless  substitute,  causing  the  people 
to  mistake  it  for  the  right  thing,  to  trust  in  it,  and  to  ri^k  their  all 
upon  It,  when,  alas !  vvofu!  di?»appointmeiit  must  follow !  And  what  a 
grievous  thing  it  would  be,  if  the  ta-^timouy  to  a  living  ministry,  through 
the  dispeuw^atioa  of  the  good  Spirit,  should  be  lost  in  tlie  world ;  and 
more  especially  lamentable,  if  we  wlio  have  wiincrised  the  descending  of 
it*  heavenly  daw^  should  return  again  to  tlie  weak  and  beggarly  ele- 
ments, and  through  carnal  in<lulgence,  and  inattention  to  the  Divine  gift, 
and  an  unwillingness  to  endure  the  only  preparation  for  it,  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  ami  fire,  should  make  r^hip wreck  of  the  faith  of  the  gospel  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour,  voueb^'ifed  to  our  fathers,  and  even  unto  us  who  are 
here  alive  ilkls  day.  How  mut^b  cause  have  we,  therefore,  to  pray  to 
3S« 
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FROM   J,    W,   TO    EZHA    COMFORT. 

HopkiDton,  13th  rao.,  Uth,  1844, 
MT  DSAS  FftlCSO  MZKk  COMFOKT, 

I  received  in  due  time  thy  last  letter,  and  will  inform  thee  that  it  wm 
truly  satisfactory ;  and  I  apprehend  that  thou  hast  been,  previous  to 
the  arrival  of  this,  informed  of  the  proceedings  which  have  tranf^pired 
in  Rhode  Island  since  that  time,  such  as  the  sustaining  of  the  Quar- 
terly Meeting  of  FneudSf  and  all  the  Monthly  Meetings  thereto  belong- 
ing, with  the  meeting  for  worsliip  at  Newport,  distinct  from  ilic  defec- 
tive party;  and  ]a.^t  first  day  for  the  first  time  at  HopkiiitoOj  in  that 
part  of  the  house  unoccupied,  we  were,  for  once,  permitted  to  sit  <|uietly 
under  our  own  vine  and  fig-tree ;  but  since,  tliat  part  has  been  made 
fast  against  us,  so  that  on  fifth  day  we  met  at  the  nearest  Friend's 
house^  which  was  that  of  my  aon-in-law,  Thomas  Fosler ;  but  where 
our  meeting  will  be  settled,  will  not  be  decided  until  our  next  Monthly 
Meeting, 

The  chui*€h  in  old  England,  in  early  times  although  greatly  perse- 
cuted, always  had  her  able  advocates,  who  sustained  her  testiraonie«, 
both  through  the  press  and  in  the  gallery.  But  the  church  in  New 
England,  alas !  can  hardly  be  said,  at  this  time,  to  be  favored  with 
either!  Who  can  forbear  to  bemoan  her  condition  ?  Could  the  ehiircli 
in  those  former  days,  united  as  she  was,  have  sustained  those  testimo- 
nies to  ihat  honorable  extent,  without  the  means  alluded  to  ?  Or  could 
she  have  done  so,  by  the  one  without  the  other,  even  if  her  choice  of 
the  two  were  aliowcd  her  ?  Would  a  Fox,  a  Pcnn,  or  a  Barchiy,  if 
such  there  were  in  this  day  in  any  part  of  the  heritage,  suffer  an 
abused  and  violated  discipline  to  deter  thi*m  from  faithfully  exiw.-!ing 
such  heresy  as  now  prevails  in  New  England,  both  with  the  tongue  and 
with  the  pen?  Or  would  they  spare  the  authors  of  that  heresy,  or  the 
violator*  of  our  discipline,  if  irreclaimable,  let  the  professions  of  such 
be  what  they  may  ?  If  the  discipline  could  not  be  exercised  to  reach 
them,  would  not  those  worthies  resort  to  that  which  would  supply  its 
place,  in  testifying  against  theno  ? 


Oh  !  my  dem*  friend,  I  tremble  for  the  safely  and  jiuccess  of  our  little 
solitary  remnant ; — not  so  much  from  the  smallncss  of  the  number^  as  for 
fear  it  may  not  continue  stayed  upon  the  Rock  of  Aget  I  Great  danger 
awaits  u?,  lest,  in  the  bustle  and  commotion,  lest,  in  the  strife  of  tongues, 
that  which  has  been  committed  to  us  make  its  escajie,  and  thereby  the 
Divine  purpose,  in  sifting  out  this  people,  be  lost,  through  our  lack  of 
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keeping  down  indivi(!ually  to  tlie  holy  witness  for  Grod  in  our&elves. 
And  besidcj;?  tins,  though  our  whole  number  will  be  very  small,  yet,  of 
this  remnant,  there  are  ^ome,  who  are  far  from  being  clear  of  the  leaven 
of  tliis  world.  How  much  eause  there  is  for  the  few  servants  and  hand- 
miiidetis,  who  may  be  favored  to  make  good  their  escape,  to  Iif\  up 
their  hoarls  in  prayers  and  intercessions  to  Grod,  that  he  would  deign 
to  help  UA  witii  a  blessing  fi-ora  Mount  Zion,  seeing  ibere  is  none  other 
band  that  can  gatlier  u.s  to  the  holy  iitandur<l  of  everlasting  righteous- 
ness,— ^euiug  there  is  none  other  name  tiiat  can  pro:^per  our  cause 
(which  is  bisj  among  the  nations. 

In  mueli  love  to  thyself  and  wife,  and  all  our  dear  friends,  in  which 
my  wife  unites  with  nie,  I  conclude  as  ever  thy  friend,  in  the  covenant 
of  tlie  everlasting  gospel,  John  Wiluuk. 


VHOM   THOMAS    B.    GOULD    TO   J.    W* 


Ne^rport,  10th  of  12lh  rao.,  18U. 

UT   DXAB  PRUUni, 

*  *  *  *  I  suppose  thou  ba:4t  seen  brother  J/s  letter,  in  which  he 
proposes  that  the  Quarterly  Meeting  .should  publish  a  statement  uf  the 
Swanzey  atfair,  addressed  to  iudividuals,  and  for  the  information  of  the 
other  Quarterly  Meetings^  through  them.  He  seems  to  think,  as  this 
was  in  the  first  instance  an  attempt  to  disown  a  member  for  calling 
J,  X  Gurney's  booh  uusoundy  that  it  in  not  only  a  very  strong  ca«e  in 
itself^  but  that  it  would  have  a  powerful  eifect  in  opening  the  eyes  of  the 
people,  and  in  disproving  the  charge  thai  thou  art  Uie  cause  of  all  the 
diiHculty,  as  thou  hadst  no  part  in  it,  and  thy  name»  of  course,  would 
not  appear. 

I  mii.^t  say  that  I  think  well  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  publishing  at 
least  a  j^imple  statement  of  facts.  I  never  approved  of  the  hurried 
way  in  winch  they  finished  their  businesa  and  adjourned,  the  Utst  quar- 
ter; the  cireutnstmices  were  then,  and  are  now,  very  peculiar;  and  I 
did  think  that  Friends  should  have  taken  more  time,  and  have  entered 
more  fuJly  into  a  aerioua  and  weighty  cou:ii deration  of,  and  investiga- 
tion into  the  state  of  things,  under  the  direction  of  beat  wisdom,  in 
order  that  they  might  have  been  favored  unitedly  to  see  what  was  re- 
quired of  them.  But  we  have  got  so  accustomed  to  a  formal  lifeless 
roundj  and  beaten  track  of  things,  that  it  is  dilficult  to  get  out  of  it,  or 
perhaps  to  receive  anything  beyond  it.  *  *  •  •  We  have  felt 
much  solid  satisfaction  iuid  comfort  in  the  attendance  of  our  religious 
meetings ;  several  of  tlicm  liave  been  mercifully  owned  in  a  remarka- 
ble manner,  though  held  in  silence  until  last  first  day ;  when  He  who 
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openeth  and  none  can  shut,  set  before  me  an  open  door,  and  tliere  was 
much  brokenne.ss  apparent  in  several  who  were  in  irttendniice ;  and  it 
waji  trulj  one  of  those  seasons  for  which  we  have  ciiiise  to  be  iliaiikful, 
and  from  which  we  may  take  courage,  notwithstaiuling  the  hicreasing 
rage  of  our  adversaries,  who  wouhl  fain  control  that  whicli  ia  beyond 
Uiem  ;  for  they*  even  they^  are  limited,  «  •  ♦  j  eatmot  go  much 
further,  for  it  is  one  o*clock,  and  this  is  the  second  letter  I  have  written 
this  evening.  1  do  wish  thou  woutdst  come  over  and  sit  with  us  in  our 
meetings.  The  weight  of  things,  as  thou  must  see,  rests  heavily  upon 
a  few,  and  the  responsibility  is  great ;  which  I  would  gladly  divide,  and 
more  too.  But  I  can  truly  say,  I  find  the  cross  as  great  as  ever,  and  a 
deeply  settled  aversHm  and  unwilhnguess  to  take  it  up,  us  sinmg  ;  still, 
there  i:*  something  which  compch ;  and  it  feels  increasingly  constrain- 
ing and  diflti-sive.  But  lest  1  go  too  far,  1  will  not  add  more,  even  to 
thee,  whom  I  look  upon  as  a  father  intleed  ;  and  in  tlie  scarcity  of  such, 
perhap?  thou  wilt  excuse  the  aimplieity  and  freedom  of  a  little  child, 
and  believe  me  to  be,  in  all  sincerity,  truly  thine  witlj  love  iinehanged, 

T.  B.  Gqlld, 


fBOU    EZRA    COMFORT    TO    J,    W, 


Wlilteiiiareh,  8d  mo.,  2011)^  1846, 

MY    VEBT   IlEAB  AVU  HUCB  EMTEXUtOt  nUfiND  JOHJT  WILUVB, 

I  received  thy  very  acceptable  present,  and,  after  reading  it,  I  can 
Bay  it  is  a  very  gatisfactory  work ;  the  publication  of  such  proceedings 
as  have  been  carried  on  in  your  land,  will,  I  think,  be  verj^  useful  now, 
in  the  present  state  of  society,  as  well  as  to  posterity.  I  think  we  have 
never  had  so  full  a  history  of  the  workings  of  an  out-going  spirit,  as  the 
one  thou  hast  preserved  and  published,  I  have  no  doubt  there  always 
has  been  a  striking  similarity  of  person.'*  and  conduct  in  all  these  rents 
tliat  have  ever  been  made  in  our  Society,  and  probably  it  will  be  so, 
if  there  sliotild  be  the  like  in  ages  to  come.  The  same  evil  spirit 
always  produces  tlie  same  evil  fruits.  It  is  true  that  the  tree  is 
always  known  by  its  fniit  Such  clear,  manifest,  shameless,  evil  con- 
duct^ I  apprehend,  has  never  before  been  committed  by  any  professing 
our  name;  and  its  public  exposure  at  the  present  time,  will,  1  hope,  be 
a  blessing  to  society  at  hirge.  Thy  very  feeling  introductory  and  con- 
cluding remarks  must  reach  the  witness  in  every  heiirt,  it'  it  has  not, 
previously,  been  crucified  and  slain*  But  oh,  what  awful  darkness 
must  such  be  plunf^ed  into,  before  tliey  could  commit  these  cruel  out- 
rages against  the  Truth!  May  k  be  a  solemn  warning  to  all  who  are 
jet  &vored  with  the  light,  and  are  standing  in  it,  to  take  heed  Ic^t 
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they  fall.  I  believe  it  has  always  been  those  who  have  been  the  mo*t 
eminently  g'lfted  and  fnvored  in:*truments,  when  they  depart  from  the 
way  of  life,  and  heoome  exalted,  \hv  witnt  of  keeping  ti»e  body  under, 
that  become  the  greatest  enemies  of  Truth;  and  there  are  none  others 
that  so  frricvousJy  afflict  the  church  of  Chrir't. 

I  iindiT^tand  thy  btx>k  has  been  much  called  for,  and  i.^  hkely  to  be 
freely  circulated  amonj^st  us — I  hope  to  profit  Oh!  my  dear  friend, 
thy  suffering:*  and  labors  have  been  very  i^reat  tor  thy  divine  Master  j 
mid  thy  reward  of  peace  i)3,  no  doubt,  in  projjortion.  Whether  thou 
lives,  or  not,  to  see  the  fruits  of  thy  lahora  and  sutForings,  ihey  will 
as.«!ur('<lly  be  blessed,  not  only  to  tliys^elf,  in  the  enjoyment  of  ^reat 
j>ea('e,  but  also  to  the  Lord'i^  heritaj^e.  These  thins^  which  we  have  to 
pass  through  at  the  present  time,  are  not  permitted  to  eonie  upon  us  for 
naught.  Oh,  what  a  mass  of  corruption  there  is,  and  lia^  been,  amoas^ 
lis  a<  a  [people  !  If  this  di-«pensation  of  deep  satfering  wilj  only  have  its 
perffet  work,  in  separating  the  precious  from  the  vile,  I  have  thought 
it  will  be  li^^ht,  in  comparieton  with  the  joy  that  the  church  will  witne^, 
when  Truth  will  reign  over  all,  as  in  ancient  day^,  in  its  wonted  good- 
ness antl  dominion.  Then  truly  we  may  say,  as  Mioses  said,  "  Happy 
art  thou,  O  Israel!  Who  \s  like  unto  thee!  A  people  saved  by  the 
Lord;  thy  enemies  ^hall  be  found  bars  unto  thee,  and  thou  shalt  tread 
upon  their  high  places/*  Butoh^  how  is  it  now?  Our  Israel  ig,  and 
has  for  a  long  time,  been  in  sore  bondage.  I  was  in  hopca,  at\er  the 
siftinff  we  passed  through,  we  shouhl  have  seen  better  days,  but  my 
hopes  were  soon  lost,  as  to  the  time  of  our  delivcmnce  having  yet  come ; 
for  I  saw  many  going  to  build  a  tower — a  Babel,  to  save  us  from  an- 
other deluge — and  I  labored  against  it,  and  have  been  lightly  osteerntjd 
by  many,  for  opjuising  so  great  and  good  a  work;  but  it  is  a  hranch  of 
the  same  corrupt  tree,  yet  it  is  cloaked  under  an  extended  religious 
education.  Our  children  are  to  be  taught  religion  at  schools,  or  by 
parents,  as  a  science  ;  as  if  it  could  be  obtained  by  human  acquirement*. 
A  great  good  h  to  be  gained  by  our  committing  the  Scriptures  to  mem- 
ory, that  we  may  be  ready,  at  all  time*,  when  asked,  to  give  an  account 
of  the  hope  that  is  in  us.  There  have  a  few  pamphlets  lately  come 
into  thi^  country,  cotitaiulng  three  letters  of  our  late  esteemed  John 
Barclay  of  England,  which  very  fully  unmask  that  kind  of  education, 
and  hjM  greatly  relieved  my  mhid.  I  think  if  there  could  be  an  edition 
printed  here,  it  would  be  very  useful,  but  I  understand  his  old-tK-^h- 
ioned  views  and  doctrines  arc  thought  by  many  not  proper  to  be  held 
up  to  view  in  thi^  enlightened  and  advanced  day — and  by  some,  at 
whom  I  atu  astonished — ^but,  alas !  wlienever  I  hear  it  held  up  that  we 
are,  or  must  become,  more  advanced  in  light  and  knowledge,  ajid  that 
it  will  not  do  to  use,  in  the  present  day^  the  same  plainness  or  severity 
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of  iRngbage  in  our  speaking  or  writing,  aa  was  used  by  our  early 
Friends,  I  am  ready  to  conclude  llmt  such,  let  t!iem  be  who  they  may, 
are  not  advanciug  m  the  riglit,  but  are  in  a  downward  course.  It  is 
much  to  be  feared  that,  under  tlib  view  of  the  state  of  things  amongst 
us,  there  is  much  suffering  yet  to  be  pas&ed  through,  before  we,  as  a 
people,  shall  witness  that  glorious  day  that  vtm  known  in  the  early  time 
of  our  Society.  Tliey  were  then  an  inward  and  spiritually  minded 
people,  al!  walking  by  the  same  rule  and  miuding  the  siune  thing,  in 
great  humility  and  fear;  ihen  the  heavenly  unily  abouuded,  to  their 
ungpemkable  joy. 

I  understand  the  Gurneyites  have  disowned  sound  Friends  gener- 
ally, within  (he  limits  of  Rhode  Island  Quarter,  and  are  forcibly  keep- 
ing them  out  of  their  meeting-houses.  No  doubt  they  intend  to  keep 
them  out  of  the  Yearly  Meeting.  If  this  should  be  the  case,  it  may 
all  work  together  for  good.  ♦♦•*»•  There  U  nothing 
that  confounds  that  out-going  spirit  more  than  a  manifested  meek 
and  quiet  spirit— -this  gives  them  no  fuel  to  feed  their  fiw,  without 
which  they  are  in  torment.  That  which  is  the  enjoyment  of  the 
righteous,  is  their  torment.  I  apeak  my  viewa  in  dimpUcity  to  thee^ 
as  a  brotbei',  for  I  (eel  much  intei^sted,  as  though  I  was  one,  mingling 
with  you,  and  I  doubt  not,  as  your  eye  is  kept  single  to  the  great  Head 
of  bis  church — as  I  think  there  is  ground  to  ho|>e  has  hitherto  been  tke 
case— you  will^  in  tdl  things,  be  directed  aright.  1  think  our  dear 
suffering  Friends  with  you  have  been  mercifully  helped,  so  fur,  to  pur- 
sue their  course  through  much  deep  atHictton  and  triid.  There  is  great 
encoui-agement  to  [iress  forwnixl  through  every  crowd  of  opposition,  to 
the  Truth,  until  it  obtains  the  glorious  victory,  which  it  always  has,  and 
ever  will,  in  the  end.  It  appears  to  me  there  is,  and  will  be^  so  much 
opportunity  of  knowledge  ihroughuut  the  iimil^i  of  your  Yearly  Meet- 
ing, and  so  much  time  for  inciuiry,  and  there  have  been  so  many  noto- 
rious outrages  committed,  that  such  as  are  not  prepared,  by  thiit  time, 
to  join  with  you  in  tlie  support  of  the  Truth,  will  not,  I  apprehend,  ever 
after,  or,  if  they  should  ever  join  you,  be  of  much  strength  to  you ; 
80  it  vvas  with  us.  I  rejoice,  iioping  liie  time  is  nigh  come,  when  you 
may  again  (although  you  may  be  but  a  little  remnant)  enjoy  that 
quiet,  peacelul,  heavenly  fellowship  that  is  witnessed  in  the  church  of 
Christ,  and  can  be  found  nowhere  else.  That  so  it  may  be,  is  often 
the  secret  intercession  of  my  soul ;  and  may  I  salute  thee  as  a  brother, 
or  rather  as  a  father,  in  the  bviiig  lellowsbip  thai  may  remain  without 
end! 

I  desire  affectionately  to  be  remembered  to  all  thy  dear  family,  as  if 
named,  and,  as  far  as  there  is  opportunity,  to  all  our  dear  Friends  ;  toll 
them  it  is  my  desire  tbey  may  not  be  too  much  cast  down  at  the  pros- 


see 
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pect  that  is  before  thom,  for  He  tlmt  ia  with  them,  and  in  them,  is 
greater  tlmu  all  them  that  are  without, 

I  remain  thy  sincere  frientl, 

Ezra  Comfort. 


PROM   ANN   JONES   TO  J.    W. 

Stockport,  aist  of  6th  mo,,  1846, 

JtT   DKAR   AFFLICTEU   FRIEXD   AKO   BROTHER  IK   THE   B0KD8   AXD   TRIUfLATIOXB   0» 
TllK  OOaVKL  K.iV  CIJKlJiT  JWMVa^  OUR   LUKD» 

"  Be  of  good  cheer,  it  is  I,  be  not  afraid,"  is  a  latiguaiE^e  which  halb 
repeatedly  presented  to  ray  mind,  of  liuter  dny^,  when  thinking  of  tAee, 
ami  e>pet'i!iliy  sijice  I  liave  had  the  opportunity  of  reading  and  re- 
flecling  iipun  thy  bcmk — '*The  Narrative  and  Exposition,''  I  have 
no  doubt  but  it  will  be  extensively  read,  and  hare  a  tendency  to 
open  the  eyes  of  many  in  this  country  and  yours.  For  a  time,  it 
seems  to  me,  it  will  be  somettiing  like  leaven  operating  secretly 
here;  the  high  ones  will  be  much  opposed  to  it,  and  the  rulers  and 
present  leaders  of  the  people  will  hush  things  up  and  cry  peace  as 
long  as  they  can,  hut  a  shaking  must  take  place.  The  "stone  cut 
out  of  the  mountain  without  liands "  will,  in  the  appointed  time, 
break  in  pieces  the  great  image.  The  feet  (the  foundation)  of  the 
system^  which  is,  at  best,  but  partly  strong  and  partly  broken,  and 
is  not  compo-sed  of  raateriaJa  that  will  atlhere  and  unite,  will  be  struck 
and  broken,  when  the  whole  8tructui*e  must  come  down.  But  when,  or 
how  long  before  this  time  may  come,  or  how  widely  the  desolation  may 
extend,  through  the  unfaithfulness  of  those  who  otight  to  have  come  up 
to  the  help  of  the  Lord  against  the  mighty,  it  is  not  for  ua  to  say.  The 
*' Exposition"  being  got  out  into  circulation,  will  be  a  relief  to  thee» 
Thou  wilt  feel,  I  doubt  not,  as  thy  letter  to  G,  C.  bears  testimony, 
sweet  pence  and  rest  to  thy  troubled  spirit,  in  having  done  what  thou 
couldst ;  and  I  hope  thou  wilt  be  favored  to  leave  the  result  to  Him 
whose  the  cause  is,  and  who,  in  his  own  good  time,  will  arise  lor  the 
help  and  deliverance  of  his  oppressed  seed  and  people.  Truly  we 
have  need  of  patience,  that,  after  having  done  the  Divine  will,  we  may 
receive  the  promise.  It  would  be  very  pleasant  to  me  to  hear  of  thy 
health,  and  thy  dear  wife's  ako^  being  good,  for  your  years ;  but 
whether  l>odily  health  be  your  portion  or  not»  I  have  no  doubt  but  the 
Comforter  will  be  very  near  to  comfort  you  in  all  your  afflictions,  in 
every  hour  of  conflict  and  proving,  to  the  end  of  your  weary  pilgrim- 
age ;  and,  in  the  end.  that  an  entrance  will  be  abundantly  admini^lered 
to  each  of  you,  into  the  everlastitig  kingdom  of  holiness  and  peace, 
through  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christy  to  whom,  with  God,  the 
Father,  he  honor  and  glory  foreverraore — amen  1 
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Thy  dear  daugliter,  Phel>e  Foster's  long  and  deeplj  mleresling  let- 
ter of  the  28th  of  9tb  mo.  hat,  I  received  on  the  15th  of  lOtli  mo. 
Had  less  infinnity  and  more  ability  been  allotted  for  ibe  empbiy,  in- 
cli nation  has  not  been  wunting  to  write  to  thee  and  to  her ;  but  I  have 
had  a  long,  drenry  winter  season  .''ince  that  day,  outwnrdly  and  men- 
tally. Pt-rhftps,  if  the  watch  had  been  more  steadily  maintained^  I 
min;}it  have  had  more  sensible  enjoyment  of  heavenly  jtoo^I  ;  (hough  I 
daily  f«-'el  that  I  atn  a  partaker  of  many  temporal  and  spiritual  bless- 
ings, tar  beyond  my  deserts. 

My  mind,  or  spirit,  has  frequently  visited  tliee,  and  thy  dear  family 
and  faithful  Friends  in  your  Yearly  Meeting,  who  are  made  willing, 
through  love  to  the  biL'jssed  Mu.^ter,  to  endure  siuffering  and  reproaches 
and  attlictions,  for  Ida  name,  and  Truth,  and  testimonied'  sake. 

Whether  I  write  to  thee  or  thine  again  or  not,  is  of  Uille  importance. 
May  the  Lord,  in  hii«  tender  mercy,  keep  us  in  his  holy  care  and  keep- 
ing, from  all  (he  power  of  the  enemy,  and»  in  the  end,  grant  us  the 
victory  over  all  our  soufs  enemies,  through  living  faith  in  the  all-con- 
quering iM>wer  of  his  well-beloved  Son,  our  holy  Kt^deemer,  to  whom, 
with  the  Father,  belong  glory  and  honor,  thanksgiving  and  |»raise. 

Jn  ilie  bonds  and  ielluw^hip  of  the  gospei  of  peace,  farewell. 

Ann  Jone8. 


FB05I   JOHN    HARRISON  TO   J.    W. 


Mft-n Chester,  7th  mo.^  Ist,  1846. 

NT   DXAH  FRIEI«i;»   JOHN   WTLflUB, 

Thy  volume  of  pi-oeeeding:?  has  been  delivered  to  me  by  an  unknown 
hand,  iviih  my  name  written  on  one  of  tlic  blank  pages,  apparently  in 
tliy  handwriting.  If  thou  art  the  sender  thereof,  I  am  much  obliged 
for  thy  valuable  present;  and  still  more  do  I  feel  myself  indebted  for 
Ihy  kieid,  valiant  expoiiure  of  those  errors  and  doings  which  have  too 
long  been  a  burden  to  many  honent  Friends.  Oh,  it  is  a  fearful  thing 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  Gkni,  and  an  awful  consideration  to 
forsake  hi*  most  holy  Word,  to  deny  his  ever  blessed,  living,  eternal 
Tnith,  by  attempting  to  reduce  the  same  into  a  dead  letter^  or  in  any 
way  to  tleny  the  IjOImI's  Christ. 

I  remember  many  years  ago,  when  Beaconisra,  in  a  smouldering 

state,  had  almost  atultitied  the  energies  of  otir  large  meeting,  and  three 

0f  ^g — I'om  para  lively  stningers  in  it  and  to  one  another^md  to  contest 

the  whole  body  on  subjects  of  vital  importance  ;  we  perceiving,  before 

many  others,  that  there  was  at  work  a  deep,  secret  Bcbeme  to  under- 
34 
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mine  and  subvert  the  true  doctrines  of  Qimkeriflm,  andw  the  specious 
preienee  of  avoiding  the  dangerous  errors  of  Hicksism,  and  of  evan- 
gelizing the  whole  town  and  neighVwrhoocl  1  I  well  remember,  with 
uateigiied  tliunkfulncss,  tfie  coming  tbrth  of  thy  vahiable  "Letters/* 
just  at  the  right  juncture,  when  ihey  were  most  required  to  strengthen 
our  doubling  minds  and  lo  confiiin  the  secret  feeliogs  by  whieh  we 
were  matk  VGry  i^ensilile,  not  only  of  our  own  unworthJne.^s  and  ina- 
bility to  move  rightly  in  our  own  wisdom  and  strength,  but  that  the 
head  and  heart  amongst  us  were  sadly  sick.     By  thy  pamphlet,  ad- 


dressed to  my  cousin  George  Crosfiehi  of  Liverpool,  our  vision 
cleared  lo  see  that  b»  you  in  America  had,  through  unwatchfn Inert, 
glided  otF  the  rif^ht  tbundatioti  on  one  side,  even  so  we  in  this  country 
were  grjuliially  slipping  from  it  in  an  opposite  direction — lK)lh  being 
the  cimiiing,  cruel  work  of  Abaddon,  You  were  all  for  Christ  within, 
to  the  neglect  of  the  great  sacrifice  whereby  we  are  put  into  a  capacity 
to  1r*  saved,  and  a  flighting  of  the  hi-^tory  as  recorded  in  the  Scriptures 
of  Truth,  which  wfi*c  al>o  disipaniged  by  you  ;  «?<?,  for  "Christ  without" 
and  the  history,  not  caring  much  about  the  mystery  of  religion,  iso  that 
we  could  exalt  the  letter  high  enough,  even  above  the  Spirit  which 
gave  forth  the  Scriptures  most  surely  to  be  believed,  Hence,  the  king- 
dom of  Christ  becoming  divided  in  both  instances,  the  enemy  gained 
hia  point. 

♦  •  *  Thy  personal  presence  in  Manchester  did  not  help  us 
much.  The  niling  powers  of  the  synagogue  took  special  care  to  keep 
us  crushed  ones  in  the  background,  out  of  slight,  and  to  check  anything 
like  an  attempt  to  speak  feelingly  with  ministers  and  strangers,  whom 
they  hoped  to  win.  But  thy  **  Letters "  effected  what  these  doctors 
denied;  and  terribly  they  were  vexed  at  them. 

Since  that  memorable  period,  wliat  a  change  has  come  over  the 
eccne  I  The  doctor?*,  where  are  they  ?  Ministers,  elders,  overseers, 
members — numbering  alxiut  one  hundred  grown  persons,  (he  wealth  and 
flower  of  oar  spacious  meeting— have  all  broken  oflT,  professedly  on 
religious  grotinds  i  and  yet  our  number^  six  hundred  odd,  never  seems 
to  have  been  diminished  in  consequence  of  the  separation  !  The  se- 
ceders,  where  are  they  now  ?  alas  !  many  are  in  their  graves  I  Some 
are  scattered  as  sheep  having  no  shefdierd,  wandering  hither  and 
thither  like  goatd  ujhjii  the  mountains,  but  none  have  returned  to  us. 
Their  beautiful  chapel  in  Grosvcrjor  street,  costing  £4000,  has  lately 
been  sold  to  the  Baptists  for  £2000;  nil  are  scattered,  even  their 
high-sounding  name,  **  Evangelical  Friends,"  has  become  extinct ;  and 
they  are  not  a  people  now,  if  ever  they  were  a  people  distinct  fmm 
others. 

•  *     ♦     Finding  that  Beaconism  in  principle,  though  not  then  m 
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name,  had  tak<*n  deep  root  in  the  hidden  soil,  and  was  rancorous  m 
spirit  agiun<t  us,  we  often  said  om^  to  another,  in  the  depths  of  our  sorrow, 
**  Oh,  that  mine  adversary  would  wiite  a  hook/'  when  lo!  the  Beacon 
came  forth,  atid  tnuny  who  had  heen  blind  helbre  eould  then  see  *»  hut 
others  eontiime  hhnd  and  jierverse  lo  this  day,  and  I  believe  in  their 
hearts  and  mind^  have  adopted  the  same  tsffh  but  beginning  with  a  G. 

I  have  read  every  sj  liable  of  ihy  l>ook,  and  am  affected  to  find  that 
men  calling  themselvxH  Christians^  nay,  highly-jirofessing  Clirif^tians  of 
our  name,  slioald  so  far  forget  tiiemselves  and  the  rule*?  of  commou 
respectahthty  as  to  descend,  as  they  have  done,  into  those  actn  of  injus- 
tice and  intolerance  which  should  shame  a  heathen  to  commit.  I  am 
lending  ihe  work  to  all  my  acqnaintanee  wlio  can  appreciate  it,  and 
on  one  of  tEie  tly  leaveji  I  liave  written  the  following  ingcription, 
viz:  — 

**  John  Wilbur  and  his  book.^ — The  New  Englanders  may  attera[Jt  a 
reply  to  this  volume.  They  may,  and  most  likely  will,  put  forth  a  vin- 
dication of  their  conduct,  and  try  to  neutralize  the  statements  made  by 
this  dear  persecuted  Friend  and  able  minister  of  the  gospeL  One 
thing  they  cannot  accomplish.  Do  what  they  will*  they  cannot  disturb 
tlie  great  groundwork,  the  structure  and  super,-5tructure  of  the  case. 
They  can  as  easily  change  the  skin  of  the  Ethiopian,  as  alter  the  com- 
plexion of,  and  make  sound  the  unt^ound  doctrines  of  Joseph  John 
Gurney,  as  they  are  palpably  manifest  in  Ids  writings. 

**  Thia  ifl  my  strong  conviction  on  the  perusal  of  this  most  interesting, 
extraordinary,  and  liigldy  important  volume  coupled  with  my  previoua 
knowledge  of  ihe  works  of  J.  J-  G.  J.  H.     Clh  mo.,  2d,  1845." 


I  consider  thy  separation  grievous  and  extremely  unjust,  but  1  reckon 
its  importance  to  thyself  of  i>mall  moment  compared  with  the  eftect  it 
will  have  i[i  a  Society  fM>inl  of  view.  I  consider  the  act  a^*  a  lawless, 
reckleds  dash  at  tlie  principle  which  nnite.-*  us;  and  all  true  Friends 
•re  concerned  therein.  If  one  raenilier  suffer,  then  do  all  the  living 
members  and  the  living  body  suffer  aUo.  Distance,  rank,  ej^timation 
in  the  world,  cannot  destroy  the  sympathy  of  the  memhersi  and  of  the 
body,  80  long  tis  Christ  continues  to  be  the  head  of  his  true  church, 
which  he  ever  with 

Winhing  thee  well  in  the  true  acceptation  of  the  terra,  I  subscribe 
myself  thy  very  aifectionate  friend,  John  HARKii^ON. 
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FROM    CUOUDSON    TUNSTALL    TO   J,    W, 

West  Nnntwicb,  Cheshire,  9th  mo.,  24th,  1845. 

MY   t>RAn   rBlKND, 

A  long  time  lias  elaptied  since  I  recoived  tliy  ncc^eptiible  reply  to  my 
letter,  which  brought  me,  and  others  of  thy  friends  here  to  whom  I 
showed  it  (most  of  whom,  although  personally  tmknown  to  thee,  are 
thy  friends  in  ihe  Iwnds  of  the  l^o^w\)  info  near  sympnlhy  witli  thee  in 
thy  dt't'p  trials  and  provinfrs^ ;  und  althou^di  I  limvc  not  r**plied  >ooner, 
we  ha\  e  not  abated  in  interest  for  thy  welfare,  and  in  anient  desires 
that  ihy  divine  Master  might  see  meet  to  cover  thy  head  in  the 
day  of  l«iitle»  and  bring  ihet'  .'^afidy  ihroiigrh,  with  un  com  promised  in- 
tegi'ity  in  Itis  cau-^e — and  humbly  tliankfid  la  the  most  iiiii*rt'itid  Oamip- 
otent  are  (by  friends  here,  (all  of  them,  so  far  as  I  know,)  thai  he  has 
been  plejised  to  grant  tlieir  desire  sooner  and  nnore  fully  than  they  had 
looked  for. 

I  esiteniied  it  very  kind  of  thee  to  send  me  a  eopy  of  thy  *'  Narra- 
tive." It  eaine  to  hand  the  day  before  1  left  home  for  our  Yearly  Meet- 
ing and  I  look  it  with  me,  and  read  a  considerable  portion  of  it  while 
travelling,  and  it  was  a  great  corafort  to  me  to  find  thereby,  that  thou 
and  thy  co-siiiiferers  had  been  strengthened  to  undergo  your  trials  and 
unjust  de privations!,  in  a  good  degree  of  that  Chrtistian  spirit,  which, 
alone  can  conquer  without  having  ciiuseof  regret.  The  "  Narrative" 
opens  up  such  a  continuous  scene  of  persecution  and  injustice^  as  I 
should  have  thought  it  iniimssible  for  anp  members  of  our  Soeicty,  in 
their  indwi dual  capacity,  to  cairy  forward;  but  when  we  see  it  carried 
on  by  a  committee  of  a  large  body  of  the  Society^  and  sanctioned  by 
that  body,  it  is  really  appalbng;  and  reminds  one  of  the  lamentation 
of  the  pmphet  Isaiah  over  the  Lord's  people,  or  those  whom  he  had 
chosen  for  his  people,  if  they  Iiad  kept  bin  eoramandaienls :  "Judg- 
ment is  turned  away  baekward,  and  justice  stiuideth  afar  oH:^;  for  truth 
is  fallen  in  the  street,  and  equity  cannot  enter;  yea,  truth  faileth,  imd  he 
that  departeth  from  evil  makcth  bim-elf  a  prey."      *♦*»•• 

A  circumstance  occurred  during  Yearly  fleeting  tirae»  which  I  may 
mention.  I  called  to  see  a  minister  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  London^ 
favorably  disjMised  to  J.  J.  Gurney,  where  I  met  several  other  ministers 
and  eldei-y,  and  the  conversation  turned  upon  the  proceedings  of  iViend* 
in  New  England  in  thy  ca'^e;  when  the  Friend  of  the  house  expressed  her 
eorrow  for  the  dLsagreement,  and  said  that  she  '*  had  tlioughi  John  Wil- 
bur would  not  have  given  his  friends  so  much  trouble."  1  recommended 
to  iliem  to  suspend  their  judgment  until  they  knew  more  of  the  tacts  of 
the  case.  I  said  /  was  siuislied  that  John  Wilbur  was  a  vt^ry  persecuted 
inaDf  and  that  the  New  England  superior  meetings^  and  their  commit- 
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teej  hftd  brolsen  through  the  rules  of  lite  Society,  towaitls  both  htm  and 
his  Monthly  Mt-eting:,  as  would  soon  be  known  by  a  stiitement  of  f^ctri 
which  wa.'S  jnibli>lunl,  tind  already  r*jrtMVfd  in  England,     The   Friend 
of  thtt  house  replied  that  she  was  sorry  to  henr  that  any  such  book  waa 
pubJislied :  I  tohl  her  it  was  needful,  to  nhow  tlie  tnith,  and  tMt  those 
New  England  meetings  roust  disprove  the  BtatetnenU  m  that  book,  be- 
fore ihey  could  establish  their  own  credit. 

••••••  These  dividing^  and  scatterings 

(the  work  of  the  wily  advt^rsary)  in  our  Society,  are  cause  of  deep 
proving,  but,  if  brethren  will  depart  from  what  we  have  found  to  be 
the  right  way  of  the  Lord,  it  will  not  do  to  go  with  them,  although  we 
may  be  left  aa  the  *'  three  hundred  *'  of  the  "  lliiriy'imo  thousand ;  " 
yet,  if  our  hearts  are  ti-ue  to  the  Captain  of  oyr  salvation,  thei*e  is  no 
cause  for  dismay.         ♦         *         •         • 

Thy  affectionate  friend, 

CllULDSON   TON8TALL. 


FHOM    EZBA    COMFORT  TO   J,    W. 


Wbit^mnTsb,  Btli  mo,,  a^,  1846. 


NT  DEAB  PRfBirD   JOHN  WILBUR, 


I  think  I  can  truly  addres5i  thee  as  such  in  the  fellowship  of  sufficing. 
1  have  just  received  :tnd  rend  what  the  Gurneyite  Yearly  Meeting  call 
a  statement  of  fhct.%  in  whieh  they  eTidcavor  to  <w>ver  nnd  screen  them- 
selves from  blame,  but  by  thii*  endeavor  they  greatly  expose  tlH'raselves, 
hy  showing  their  prole*t^ion  and  conduct  to  be  inconsistent  and  irrecon* 
cilable  with  each  other.  By  their  history  of  facts  m  they  would  call  it, 
they  charge  thee  wilh  being  the  whole  eaui*e  of  all  the  disorders  and 
difficulty  amongst  them,  and  that  it  has  all  grown  otit  of  thy  indulging 
in  a  fcipirit  of  detraction,  (just  as  I  was  fal--<ely  chitrge<l,)  bwt  when  they 
oome  to  show  wherein  thou  ha.^t  otlended  in  this  respect,  they 
show  by  their  proceedings  it  has  all  grown  out  of  thy  declaring  tlie 
doctrinal  views  of  J,  J,  Gumey  as  jiublished  by  himself  to  be  uns<:>und, 
and  by  doing  no  tliou  hast  injured  his  character  ami  hurt  his  services  as 
a  minister  of  the  Society  of  Friend*,  for  which  they  l»ave  dealt  with 
and  disowned  thee,  at  the  same  lime  denying  that  this  is  what  they  have 
disowned  thee  for.  Then  they  go  about  to  justify  and  cover  ihemselres 
lander  the  certificate  grnnled  J.  J.  G.  by  London  YearJy  Meeting, 
thus  tacitly  acknowledging  they  will  receive  and  unite  wilh  a  minister 
wliom  ihey  know  to  be  unsound,  if  he  carry  such  a  certificate  with  him  ; 
but  if  any  should  vent  tire  to  say  the  views  he  has  written  and  published 
himself,  are  un>K>ui»il,  h*t  tljem  be  ever  so  much  so,  it  is  the  highest 
grade  of  detraction,  contrary  to  discipline  and  long  established  order, 
34  • 
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and  fiuffificnt  ground  to  disown  them  upon.  Thus  whibt  endearor- 
ing  to  justify  (heir  mconsistency,  and  ihe  buse  persecution  they  have 
been  guilty  of,  thuy  have  not  coiisideivd  thjit  they  tire  coTideminiig  Lon- 
don Yearly  JMouting  in  the  ciiso  of  Hannah  Hariiurd^  und  Pliihidulphia 
Yearly  Aleeiing  in  the  tiise  of  Elius  Hick.Sj  but  they  tuike  the  same  course 
against  sound  Friends,  and  justify  themselves  in  the  very  same  way 
that  thf  liickpites  did  with  us,  pretending  to  support  good  order,  whilst 
they  were  openly  and  barefacedly  conimiitin*^  disorder,  and  shamelessly 
and  falsely  charging  sound  Friends,  that  were  *!ii]i|K>rting  (he  order  of 
the  Soeiety,  with  cominiltiug  diiitirder — thus  abundantly  manifesting 
that  they  make  lies  their  refuge, — and  we  find  by  the  history  that  baa 
been  preserved  by  the  Society  fi-om  its  earliest  period,  that  when  indi- 
viduals or  Ixnlies  have  joined  with  thove  who  were  oiiee  in  llie  Truth 
and  were  favored  instruments  while  they  kept  in  it,  but  who  have  apos- 
tatized, and  departed  from  their  first  principles,  it  has  been  wonderfully 
remarkable  how  these  have  all  pursued  the  same  course  and  have  made 
lies  their  refuge.  But  oh,  it  was  awfully  shocking  to  me^  after  reading 
their  so-called  statement  of  facts,  to  come  to  their  pretended  dedara- 
tion  of  faitli,  and  then  to  see  the  monstrous  absurdity  of  a  body  profess- 
ing to  l>e  a  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Sodety  of  Friends,  giving  J.  J. 
Gumey  a  cerlilicate  expressive  of  its  full  unity  witli  hira  as  a  sound 
minister  of  our  religious  Society  ;  wdiile  yet  the  leading  members  of  that 
body  knew  that  the  sentiments  he  liad  published  to  the  world,  were  at 
variance  with,  and  in  direct  opposition  to  the  doctrinal  viewa  of  our  early 
Friends,  and  were  the  sole  cause  of  uneasiness  amongst  them.  This 
being  the  case,  they  must  unite  with  his  unsound  sentiments — then,  in 
order  to  screoi)  themselves  from  the  imputation  of  unsoundness,  tliey 
have  issued  a  false  declaration, — a  solemn  declaration  that  they  own 
'and  believe  in  doctrines  which  they  know  to  be  at  variance  with  and 
toliilly  in  opposition  to  those  held  and  published  by  that  man. 

•  *  •  *  *  *  A  way  I  tliink  was  marvellously 
opened  for  you  to  come  out  from  amongst  them ;  and  may  all  the  praise 
be  ascribed  to  Him  who  alone  is  able  to  control  all  things  according  to 
his  own  will.  1  think  you  have  abundant  cause  further  to  trust  in  the 
Arm  of  his  divine  power  for  future  help.  We  understand  there  is  a 
de[Jutation  coming  over  from.  Londuu  Yearly  Meeting  to  settle  dif- 
ficulties amongst  us — a  high-handed,  unprecedented  and  uncalled  for 
step.  I  hofMi  Friends  will  be  aware  of  them-^tlie  unsoundness  of  their 
members  has  been  the  cause  of  our  ditficohies.  Is  it  likely  tliey  will 
make  thingri  better  by  coming  here,  unless  divine  Providence  turn 
their  efforts  into  a  blessing  ?  He  can  control  the  designs  of  our  ene- 
raieji  and  make  them  a  blessing  to  us,  which  I  hope  will  be  done,  as  we 
keep  our  eye  single  to  our  divine  Leader.     I  received  very  encourag- 
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ing  and  acceptable  letters  from  Friendsi  of  Fall  River  and  Nantucket, 
giving  an  account  of  jour  proceedings  at  your  Yearly  Mectinoj  anri  at 
Sandwich  Quarter.  It  has  been  truly  grateful  to  my  feelings  thsa  you 
have  been  favored  to  stand  flrm,  I  have  no  dotibt  the  eotir-»e  you  have 
taken,  is  right,  and  (hat  you  liave  embraced  the  right  openings,  and  my 
dear  friend,  how  thankful  1  feel  that  thou  art  restored  to  thy  rights  and 
can  mingle  again  with  tliy  dear  friends  in  the  bosom  of  the  church.  It 
has  often  Ijeen  aiy  ^cret  interces-^ion  that  thou  raightest  live  to  see  it. 
Great  and  many  have  been  and  yet  remain  to  be  the  burden?;  which 
the  upright  in  the  Lord's  house  will  have  to  bair,  and  few  to  bear 
them.  No  doubt  thou,  with  myself,  when  viewing  the  mournful  state 
of  things,  ha^t  been  ready  to  intercede  as  the  prophc^t  did,  when  under 
the  juniper  tree,  **  Take  away  now  my  Ute,  oh  Lord,  for  I  am  not  butter 
than  oiy  fathers."  Ah,  these  taiher*  he  alluded  to  had  been  taken 
away  from  nil  their  afflictions  and  had  entered  into  tlieir  evKrlasling 
rest.  But  may  we  continue,  striving  to  keep  in  the  everlasting  patience, 
Atid  be  favored  to  possess  our  t^onh  in  it  until  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth 
aays  "  it  is  enough,"  and  stretches  out  hia  hand  of  eteroal  power  over 
the  oppressors  of  his  Israel,  and  by  his  judgments,  brings  forth  his 
people  out  of  this  furnace  of  affliction.  He  will,  hi  hia  own  time,  ac- 
complish it,  and  I  marvel  not  if  the  child  is  born  who  will  live  to  see 
better  dmes  than  any  now  living  have  yet  teen ;  and  may  hu  hapten 
the  work  he  la  about  to  do  in  the  earth,  even  if  it  is  by  hid  awful  judg- 
mentii,  to  bring  that  day  forth  when  the  Larab  shall  reign  over  all,  and 
give  his  follower.-*  the  victory. 

Things  at  present  look  but  gloomy  with  us.  Everything  that  comes 
from  the  Gurneyilcs  with  you,  is  eagerly  sought  for  and  circulated  by 
many  witli  us,  and  by  some  of  whom  we  might  have  thought  better 
tilings;  yet  we  heliuve  the  eyes  of  some  are  opening, of  InttLT  times,  to 
see  things  as  they  retilly  are.  We  understand  Kowlanfl  Gnen  was 
advised^  even  by  wme  of  hi»  friends  about  Burlington,  to  return  home, 
and  we  hear  he  did  so.  Poor  things^  they  will  have  a  very  hard  path 
to  tread,  whilst  thtiy  oontiiiue  to  pursue  the  course  they  tiave  taken,  by 
endeavoring  to  elear  ihemselves  of  what  they  know  they  are  justly 
charged  with,  and  to  confirm  the  charge^  they  have  heaped  u[>on  the 
innocent,  whieh  they  know  to  be  false.  Whilst  I  view  them  in  this 
condition,  my  mind  is  often  brought  into  very  solemn  and  awful  ftjehngg 
on  their  account.  Condemnation  must  surely  waken  up  in  their  >^ouls  at 
times,  showing  them,  by  the  light,  the  condition  they  stand  in,  but  they 
see  no  way  of  geitiiig  out  of  it  vviili  honor,  tn  they  term  ii.  Ah,  that 
i^  devilish  honor,  that  when  we  have  oommiLted  a  fault,  we  should  com- 
mit another  in  order  to  hide  the  first,  tliereby  to  save  our  honor.  But 
oil,  whiit  will  the  end  be!  May  the^e  pause  before  it  id  too  late,  saith 
my  soul,  lor  opporluniiy  will  not  always  be  granted 
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Since  writing  the  above  I  have  read  John  PeaseV  address  U>  Friends 
in  America^  and  was  fbrcihlj  struck  with  liis  inconsintent  viewei.  He 
pruft'sstrd  whilst  with  u^,  to  walk  between  the  two  parties,  as  he  calltsd 
them,  but  I  ihiiik  in  wriUng  his  address,  h«  has  openly  put  hi^  toot  into 
Gurneyism.  He  ucknow ledges  us  to  be  in  u  mixed  stale,  then  he  warns 
us  to  beware  of  holding  the  Truth  in  parts ;  yet  he  eays,  "Take  away  one 
efcone  from  the  perfect  arch  and  the  whole  strwcture  will  fall."  Then 
he  fltatea  that  in  hi*  travels  he  heard  of  false  doctrines,  and  deimrtures 
from  the  Christian  views  of  our  tbrefatherr^,  and  acknowlt^dgea  that  there 
may  be  slight  bliades  of  diiJereiice,  or  a  little  di^^sonaace  of  views,  in  the 
eentimeiitii  of  many  sincere  and  valuable  Friendst  but  whicli  on^ht  not  to 
destroy?  the  harmony  of  the  body ;  and  declares  he  sees  nothing  that 
calls  for  a  division.  He  does  not,  however,  tell  us  what  the  slight  de- 
partures from  the  testimonies  of  our  forefatherd  arc,  hut  falb  to  railing 
agaiiiift  t^ome  for  bearing  their  testimonies  against  these  departures,  when 
at  the  >anie  time  he  aeknowledgeis  a  depanui-e  froin  them  h  like  taking 
a  kt^y-,skine  from  an  arch,  that  will  occ^Lsion  its  fall*  Such^  and  mauj 
more  are  his  irreconcilable  inconsisteneied. 

Willi  much  love  to  thee,  thy  family  and  all  thy  dear  suffering  fHend* 
m  if  named,  I  remain  thy  friend^  Ezra  Comfobt. 


FROM   J.    W.    TO    EZRA    COMFORT. 


Hopkintom,  Uie  aiftt  of  10th  mo.^  lUb. 


MT   I>K\R   FBIEKD, 


Taking  a  view  of  our  Society  at  huge*  and  of  its  iftp:«ed  condition* 
great  is  the  cause  of  mourning  and  lamentation,  and,  eompamfively 
speaking,  the  number  few  who  lay  it  to  heart  in  that  deep  angui>h  of 
soul  wliich  the  Lord';*  prophet  Jeremiah  feh,  when  his  people  had  so 
generally  despi^^ed,  and  departetl  i'l-om  the  covenant  wluch  the  God  of 
their  fathers,  in  the  abounding?*  of  his  mercy  and  favor  towards  them, 
had  made  with  tliem  in  order  that  they  might  be  a  city  of  excellency 
among  the  nations ;  in  order  that  hij*  great  and  holy  name  might  be 
honored  and  gloriJied,  by  the  pitcbiiig  and  establishing  of  hJ8  sanctuary, 
at  lensi  ill  and  among  one  of  the  tinbes  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth ; 
intending  tliat  the  law  should  go  forth  of  Zioa  and  the  word  of  the  Lord 
from  Jerusalem.  He  on  hia  own  part,  fulfilled  every  little  of  that  co%'e- 
nant  of  gracious  promises  unto  them  j  yea,  and  abundantly  more  than  he 
promised  tlid  he  do  for  that  people,  by  watching  over  them  ronlinually  ; 
and  06  often  as  he  saw  in  them  a  disposition  to  depart  from  the  testi- 
monies of  that  coveuant,  he  called  unto  them,  he  reprored  them,  and 
in  great  mercy  invited  tbeui,  ami  when   they  would  not  hear,  he  chas- 
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tised  them ;  and  fitmlly  their  reroltingg  were  so  grievous  in  his  sights 
thai  he  suffered  their  tjnemies  to  carry  (hem  nvmy  into  CHplivity,  to 
break  down  the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  and  lo  bum  hf-r  gated  witli  tire,  and 
to  prafane  his  holy  sanctuary  in  the  midst  of  her !  And  the  stones 
which  pertained  to  its  excellency  to  be  f)oured  out  in  the  top  of  every 
street ! 

For  these  things  the  prophet  wept,  his  eye  ran  down  with  water,  he- 
cause  the  Comforter  was  far  from  him,  becnuse  his  people  had  become 
desolate,  and  the  enemy  had  prevailed  1  But  still  there  was  a  remnant 
left,  there  were  a  few  of  the  poor  of  the  land,  who  were  not  cjirried 
away  to  Babylon ;  comparaltly  as  many,  perhaps*  as  are  left  in  New 
England;  but  oh!  that  it  might  not  fare  with  the^e  as  it  did  wiih  those 
—that  the:5e  may  not  go  away  into  Egypt!  To  avoid  wbicli,  the  keep- 
ing of  his  covenant  is  now  as  essential  for  this  little  remnant,  as  it  was 
in  those  daysi  when  I*imel  was  broug^ht  out  of  Egypt ;  as  it  was  for 
that  little  remnant  of  the  Lord':^  eho;^en,  in  George  Fox's  tune  ;  for  then 
the  Devil  came  in  on  every  side,  and  was  the  most  effectual  in  his  de- 
vice:^  where  lear«t  expected,  bringing  trouble  into  the  camp  of  that  little 
army  whom  the  Lord  had  enlisted  and  banded  together,  to  stand  against 
the  multitude  of  the  mighty.  When  Israel  was  delivered  I'roni  Pha- 
raoh and  his  army,  and  had  reached  the  shore  of  their  deliverance 
frotn  hioL,  then  they  praised  the  Lord  ia  songs  of  thanksgiving,  not 
apparently  thinking  but  their  troubles  were  over;  not  aware  that 
a5  it  related  tu  themselves  and  their  needful  prepamtion,  through  the 
Lord's  judgments,  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  which  he  intended, 
ttiat  the  work  was  as  yet  but  begun.  And  touching  this  little  array 
tfiat  has  been  mercifully  delivered  here  in  New  England^  from  tiie  cruel 
hand'*  of  their  enemies,  by  the  j^tretcbiag  out  of  the  Lord's  arm,  and 
for  which  thanksgiving  and  jiralse  are  du<?  !o  hh  greM  and  ever  blessed 
Name,  yet  some  of  us  rejoice  but  with  trerabhngj  lest,  through  the  un- 
sanctified  condition  of  some  who  escaped  with  us,  and  the  enmity  of 
Satan,  the  testimony  should  not  be  exalted  and  honored^  as  our  holy 
Leader  designs  it  should  be.         •         •         •         *         • 

Thy  friend, 

John  AVilbur. 


FROM    ANN    J0NK3   TO   J.    W, 


Stockport,  1st  mo.,  22d,  ISW. 

MT   DEAR  AOLD   AXD   APKLICTED   ITHIESU   ANI>   HBUTUICK,  JOIIM   WILBUB, 

Thine  of  7th  mo.,  14th,  was  mine  on  the  30th.  Its  contents  awak- 
ened afl•c^h  the  feeling  of  near  and  tender  sympathy  with  thee,  thy 
wife  and  family,  in  the  great  and  sudden  loss  of  thy  dear  son,  but  I 
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truat  that  ihrough  redeeming  mercy  and  loving-kindness,  your  lo^  is 
bis  eternal  gain. 

The  Yearly  Meetings  having  passed  over  as  they  have  done,  ma*l 
nei-esj^iinly  have  a<ld«d  to  the  discaurageriKJUts  and  ti'ibulariaii$  of  the 
litllti  ^tnJggUng  rctnnurit  in  New  En^^liind*  But  whilst  the  f'eaiiul, 
douhting,  hi-siiuling  ones  may  be  disiiinuragi*d,  it  may  Iiave  this  good 
effect,  to  rliiter  Hiich  us  are  mU  s(*ttlc^d  mid  tir*tahlislK'd  on  tht?  trtia  foun- 
dalion,  Trmn  coninuiing  llifmsflvi's  with  you.  I  <'nfinyt  helieve  that  the 
sufferings  of  the  faithful  few^  will  be  in  vain,  a^  regardA  our  [Kwr,  be- 
wildered SocielVy  and  eertuiidy  not  aa  regards  ihemj+elves  in  the  Divine 
ftiglit.  Notvvitiistandiiig  tbe  di'terminivlion  on  ilie  part  of  those  who  at 
j>reaent  btar  rule,  in  many  of  ihi*  Yearly  Meetings,  to  ory  "  peaee,**  to 
keep  all  quiet  and  preserve  the  *"  hanininy,"  he  who  hnuight  this 
vine  out  of  Eg)*pt  and  Babylon,  spiritually,  atill  hath  regard  to  the 
living  [)lant  of  his  own  righl-haml  planting,  and  will  no  doubt  sueeor, 
d«leiid,  and  preserve  the  t^toek  alive  in  tlie  rthjt,  though  it  may  be  torn 
time  apjiarendy  trodden  down  by  the  >vild  boar  of  the  forest. 

Ah !  what  a  degenerate,  backsliding,  worldly-minded^  worldly-blinded 
people  we  musit  have  become,  before  the  ancient  Trutli  and  testimonies 
giveu  Up  to  hijar  could  be  thus  shght^Hl,  and  turned  from,  and  a  coun- 
terfeit, phiusibie  and  specious  enough  in  its  outside  appearar»rc%  sub- 
stituted for  the  reai  thing.  What  is  it,  short  of  putting  darkness  for 
light,  and  light  for  darkufe*^ — ^ihus  to  forsake  the  ancient  staiidard,  and 
substitute  one  in  its  stead  tliat  has  not  the  Lord':^  stamp  upon  it-  Sor- 
rowful indeed  is  the  r^'dection,  tliat  our  Yearly  Meeting,  the  first  ttint 
was  gathered^  should  be,  (or  its  present  leaders  and  rulers,)  among 
the  foremost  to  encourage  that  which  has  not  its  origin,  its  foundation, 
in  the  ever  blessed  and  unchangeable  Trutli ;  and  yet,  like  other  apos- 
tate churches,  be  willing  to  lay  claim  to  the  appellation  of  "  mother 
eliurch/'  Alas!  lor  the  day.  Well  may  the  mourners  in  Zion  cry, 
**  Spare  thy  people,  O  Lord,  nml  give  not  lliine  lieritage  to  reproach." 
Great  are  the  efforts  that  are  making  with  the  busy,  worldly-wise  one^ 
with  you  atid  us,  to  bind  up,  atid  heal,  and  cry  *'  jjeace."  They  may 
be  iiermitted  for  wise  purijoses,  unseen,  unknown  to  us,  to  prevail  for 
a  time,  and  the  oppressed  little  ones,  who  have  no  strength  of  their 
own,  may  have  to  cry  "  Oh,  Lord,  how  long  ?  *'  but  when  he  sees  meet 
to  lidie  unto  him  his  great  power,  and  show  himself  strong  for  his  op- 
pressed people,  this  daubing  with  untempered  mortar,  and  crying 
"  peace/'  where  there  is  no  peace,  will  be  seen  to  have  been  healing 
the  hurt  of  the  daughter  of  Zion  slightly,  deceitfully, 

llast  thou  Isaac  Pennington's  works  ?  or  hast  thou  read  his 
description  of  Babylon?  Alas!  how  many  are  taking  up  their  rest 
there,  and  flattering  themselves  that   they   are   inliabitauts  of  Zioa ! 
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Byt  the  day  cotneth  that  shall  burn  as  nn  oven,  and  discover  iheir 
work?. 

I  have  thought  much  of  the  little  compnny  in  New  Englanrh  who  are 
set  for  I  he  defence  of  ihe  gospel,  aud  desire  their  encouragement  to 
faithfulness  in  whatever  h  clenrly  manifested  as  iheir  duty  to  do,  or 
to  lewve  undone ;  and  can  but  hope  that  before  the  Yearly  Meetings 
oome  round  again,  many  will  be  induced  to  read  the  sliitements  and 
declamtioas  put  ibrth  by  the  smaUer  body,  and  be  favored  with  cbiar 
discernment  aa  to  their  individual  duty.  lo  our  Yearly  Meeting  there 
are  many  seeret  mourners,  many  who  are  going  heavily  on  ibeir  way 
because  of  the  oppression  of  tlie  enemy.  The  great  revealer,  ^iW, 
will  show  whether  any  way  will  open  for  their  relief  at  our  next  annual 
asaembly.  One  thing  is  certain,  man  is  not  his  own  keeper,  and  those 
who  have  so  far  ca^t  otf  the  yoke  and  burst  the  bonds^  as  to  yield  them- 
eelves  to  the  goveniment  of  their  own  human  wisdom,  are  likely  to  go  fur- 
ther than  they  intended,  and  to  commit  themselves  in  a  way  they  did  not 
foresee;  and  whilst  digging  a  pit  for  otliens,  may  fail  into  il*  Any  in- 
formation which  thou  or  any  of  thy  taraily  incline  to  hand  to  me  of  your 
proceedings,  will  be  aeceptable.  I  have  not  heard  of  late  anything 
re.*[iecting  the  movements  of  the  English  de]nitationj  now  on  your  side 
of  the  water.  I  can  but  tldnk  the  one  who  visited  America  some  years 
since  must  now  and  iheti  feel  Inmself  in  u  strait  place.  I  remember 
his  saying  to  me  when  he  was  )oung,  that  h  Pennington's  writings 
were  like  life  lo  his  ii/e»  Were  it  so  now,  would  he,  could  he  be  where 
he  is?  I  believe  we  must  have  a  gnmt  shaking;  that  an  awful  storm 
is  impending  over  our  poor»  desolated*  and  once  peaceful  Society,  Much 
of  the  eighth  chapter  of  Isaiah  seems  to  me  to  apply  to  our  present 
state,  "Associate  youraelves  and  ye  shall  be  broken  in  pieces,"  &c. 

There  are  many  arrows  in  the  sacred  quiver,  and  as  Sarah  CVrnbb 
said  very  significantly  in  our  Yearly  Meeting  uf  ministers  and  elders, 
in  the  beginning  of  Beaconisra,  *'  The  Almighty  did  not  send  an  army 
against  the  builders  of  Babel  to  destroy  them,  but  he  confoumied  their 
language ;  they  could  not  understand  one  another.  And  thus  I  believe 
it  will  yet  be  with  the  wise  Babel  builders;  whilst  to  the  despised  and 
sutfering  little  ones^  the  language  is  in  full  force,  *  Ye  have  need  of 
patience,  that  after  having  done  the  Divine  will,  ye  may  receive  the 
promises/  " 

if  my  life  and  memory  be  lengthened  until  the  Yearly  Aleetings 
come  round,  I  shall  be  deeply  interested  in  bearing  what  trufispires  at 
each  one.  The  blessed  Head  of  hia  chuR-h  may  see  meet  to  open  and 
|>repttre  the  way  for  the  deUverance  of  his  oppressed  seed  and  people, 
sooner  than  at  present  seems  likely.  But  to  hold  ftist  that  w  hich  we 
have  received,  that  no  man  take  our  crown,  seems  to  be  ne^yly  enough 


408 


JOURNAL  OK  JOim  WILBITB. 


for  some  of  us,  daily  feeling  that  it  ia  gooil  both  to  hope  and  quietly 
wait  *"  for  the  salvation  of  God.**  I  am  one  of  the  |X)or  and  needy — 
remember  i»*e  for  good,  when  thou  an  favored  with  awe-sj?  to  the  throne 
of  grace,  Aeet'pt  my  love  very  affiH-tioTiatiily,  thyself,  wif**  and  «':hil- 
dren,  and  your  faithfuh  trihulated  friunds.  Do^t  thou  hear  from  E. 
Hunt  of  late?  She  i^  so  intimate  with  H.  C*  B,,  who  k  so  interwoven 
wilht  or  wraftpcd  up  in  her  couisin  J.  J.  G-,  that  one  eaimot  look  for 
much  like  genyinc  Quakeriam  in  that  quarter. 

•       *       *       *  Thy  eympnthizing  friend, 

Ann  Junes. 


FROM    L.   A.    BARCLAY    TO   J.    W. 


MY    PEAR   AND    VAUt^ED    FJUKND, 

m  9  •  *  * 


Relgate^  Sannej-,  4eh  mo,,  28th,  184G. 


There  is  a  sad  kindof  infatualiou  attend- 
ant upon  the  generality,  and  carefully  fomented  and  cherished,  that 
thou  and  thy  friends  arc  in  a  wrong  spirit,  and  therefore  it  is  better  not 
to  touch  any  of  your  book5,  nor  to  investigale  the  matter  in  the  leaiit, 
lest  they  shotdd  be  defiled.  But  I  am  glad  there  is  an  honest  remnant, 
even  among  the  younger  sort,  who  eannot  sit  down  and  thus  swallow 
the  opinions  of  others,  hut  must  feel  and  see  for  themselves;  but  these 
are  but  a  few  cxim pared  with  the  multitude  who  have  loved  other 
lovers  (than  the  blessed  Truth)  and  after  thcni  will  they  ehoose  to  go, 
loving  ease  to  the  flesh  I  And  now,  my  ende4ireJ  friend  and  elder 
brother*  I  have  sorrowful  news  to  convey  to  thee  in  the  decea.^e  of  that 
faithful,  valiant,  and  dignified  servant  of  the  L.ord,  dear  Ann  Jones, 
who  departed  this  life  on  the  14th  of  thi:^  month  ;  but  though  painful 
to  us  ito  lo^ie  her,  it  is  her  everlasting  gain,  and  cause  for  rejoicing  on 
her  account.  She  had  been  declining  for  several  month)*,  but  was  pre- 
served elear  and  hright  to  the  last,  and  the  last  words  she  was  beard 
to  utter  were,  (only  twenty  minutes  before  the  close,)  "  Bring  the  chal- 
cedony,  and  the  ])reeious  stones."  She  testified  to  i^everal  friends  who 
went  to  sc*e  her  during  the  last  ten  days,  her  unshaken  belief  in^  and 
cleaving  to  our  ancient  gospel  principles  and  testimonies,  and  said  that 
if  ever  she  had  done  anything  that  wixs  right  in  her  life,  it  had  been 
to  uphold  them,  and  to  expose  that  which  would  mar  them  ;  that,  never- 
thele.^s,  she  had  nothing  to  l^toast  of,  and  was  sensible  .^^he  was  a  veiy 
unprofitable  servant,  and  had  fallen  very  short  of  what  she  ought  to 
have  been,  but  her  whole  trust  and  confidence  was  in  the  love  and 
mercy  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  with  more  that  I  cannot  recollect,  evinc- 
ing much  deep  humility,  yet  peaceful  hope.  I  felt  constrained  to  give 
the  last  token  of  near  and  dear  love  and  unity,  by  attending  the  inter- 
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ment  last  week*  (though  2^0  miles  off;)  it  wns  a  mom-nful  time  to  t!ie 
large  gathering  then  assembled  frani  various  parts,  but  worse  than 
all,  it  was  a  painful  time  Injm  the  deluge  of  words  in  the  mixture, 
which  DOW  troubies  us,  go  almo.«<t  where  we  will !  One  of  her  last  acts 
was  to  revise  the  tract  *'  Is  it  Calumny^  or»  is  it  Truth  ?  "  and  to  con- 
tribute towards  its  spreading  by  post  gene  rally,     ♦*♦♦♦»    • 

My  breathings  are  poured  forth  for  such  in  tender  sympathy,  and  how 
sweet  is  the  remembrance  of  poor  Hagar's  language  iijr  these  solitary 

and  afflicted  ones,  *'  Thou  God  seest  me  !  "     The  dear ■  wish 

their  love  to  thee,  I  expect will  write  soon — they  share  in  thy 

letters  to  me  always.      I  am  pleaj?ed  to  say  (hey  seem  deepening  in 

best  feeling  of  late,  to  my  great  comfort,  especially -.      But 

alas !  for  poor  II ,  worse  and  worse  I     O,  I  expect  we  shall  be 

still  more  and  more  called  to  sacrifice  and  lose  all  that  is  very  near  to 
our  affectionate  feehngs,  even  llje  unity,  and  favor,  and  esteem  of  those 
who  m-e  very  dear  to  us,  but  he  that  h>vf  th  aught  more  than  Christ 
is  not  worthy  of  him,  and  I  desire  to  be  endued  yet  more  ami  more 
with  Pauls  noble  spirit,  who  counted  all  but  as  drass  and  loss  if  bq  be 
be  might  win  Christ  and  be  found  in  bim.  Farewell,  my  dear  friend, 
in  near  and  dear  love.  •  •  •  ♦  ♦  • 

I, remain  thy  affectionate  friend, 

LrDiA  A.  Barclay. 

P.  S. — ^Our  coming  Yearly  Meeting  looks  and  feels  very  awful, 
80  that  the  prospect  thereof  weighs  down  some  of  our  poor  weak 
bodies.  The  Lord  help  his  poor  oppressed  ones,  for  if  he  help  us 
not  whence  can  we  be  helped ;  it  is  in  vain  to  look  to  the  hills  and 
the  mountainSn^  but  the  true-hearted  Israel  may  hojie  in  him  forever. 
Breathe  for  our  help,  dear  exercised  friends  !  Beuj,  Seebolira  is  likely 
to  be  liberated  to  visit  your  hind,  but  Ik:-  wili  not  comf3  amongst  ifoti. 
Oh,  the  compassing  of  sea  and  land,  and  the  deluging  of  words  now 
amongst  us,  but  those  who  preach  in  the  mixture  can  do  no  other  than 
minister  to  the  mixture  and  baptize  into  th*}  mixture,  and  thus  the  evil 
disease,  by  the  linsey-woolsey  garment,  is  increased,  and  ala^I  is  not 
the  enemy's  kingdom  thereby  promoted  ? 

FROM    EZRA    COMFOHT   TO   J.    W. 

Whitemanh,  8th  mo.,  12th,  1846. 

MV   DlCAK   PRIEMD   A»I>   nROXnERp   JOItN    WHJUtII, 

Not  having  tor  a  long  time  rfceived  any  communication  from  thee, 

and  ff  eling  a  continued  flow  of  Clirtstian  fellow^lup  towards  thee,  I  feel 

inclined  to  pen  a  few  lines,  although   it  is  a  time,  witli   me,  of  much 

weakness,  both  of  body  and  mind.     My  bodily  health  has  long  been  on 

&6 
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tlie  iloclirif',  and  mj  mind  often  mueli  borne  down  and  depressed,  Ol 
account  of  that  de^neratinf^:  ^nd  aiM^stutizing  spirit,  spreading  amongst 
iif :  iind  at  llit?  siimo  time,  tlifie  very  manift'st  apostates  hypoeritically 
profpss  to  nnite  with  the  doctrines  of  our  worthy  predec.ef»sors ;  and 
when  we  point  out  to  them  tlieir  altemjit  to  clmngc  and  ?et  at  naught 
our  ancient  doctrines  and  testimonies,  as  h  easily  proved  by  their  own 
writings,  they  derlai'e  that  doctrines  have  notliin^  to  do  with  the  divis- 
ion and  rlisnnity  ihnt  prevails  ihroiighout  the  Society,  hut  that  it  ha§ 
fill  orijiitiated  with  a  few  imlhiduals  in  New  EuL'Iand,  who  for  their 
disorderly  eonduct  have  been  jti-^tly  disowned.  When  the  suhject  of 
these  unsound  books,  written  by  members,  wan  befoi^e  our  Meeting  for 
Bufferings,  tliey  were  declared,  hy  a  lar^re  portion  of  thi*  meeting,  to 
he  very  unsound,  while  t!ieir  supporters  declare<l  th*^y  knew  of  no  such 
iMKiks  :  then  it  was  asked,  what  greater  evidence  we  could  have  than 
was  before  us,  that  we,  e^en  tlie  members  of  that  meeting,  did  not 
pce  alike,  nis  reprards  ihe  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  Society.  Then 
one  of  the  radicals  cried  o*it,  they  were  charged  witli  being  unsound. 
Another  of  them  confessed  that  there  were  such  hooks,  and  that  he 
had  no  unity  with  them,  yet  violently  opposed  our  taking  any  notice 
of  thenij  saying  they  were  not  the  cause  of  the  disunity,  but  It  was  nn 
account  of  diseifilinai-j'  proceeditigs.  Thus,  thou  may  see^  we  have 
the  very  same  deceptive  spirit  to  contend  with,  which  you  have  in 
New  England.  But  oh,  my  dear  friend,  I  am  afraid,  from  what  has 
appeared,  that  these  open  opposei*s  will  not  be  the  worst,  with 
whom  we  shall  have  to  coatenc!,  but  that  it  will  be  tiomc  of  those  who 
fill  the  most  conspieiious  stations,  and  have  had  great  influence  in  our 
Yearly  Jleeiing,  and  who  joined  their  friend'?  in  declaring  to  our  friends 
in  Old  England,  that  the  disunity  and  yejjaration  in  our  Society  in  this 
land,  was  on  account  of  unsoundness  in  doctrines  [)uhlislied  by  some 
of  their  members  occupying  high  stations  in  Society,  but  who  now,  for 
some  cause  unknown  to  me,  are  not  willing  to  hold  up  the  eame  testi- 
mony to  our  Friends  at  hirge,  neither  are  they  willing  to  own  you  hb 
brethrfm  in  Christian  fellowship  with  us;  but  of  late,  are  tnring  to  find 
Bome  iiiull  agaiii'^t  you  in  some  of  your  proceedings,  which  I  fear  i^ 
spreading  an  infiuence  against  you  without  a  cause  ;  and  of  course, 
against  some  of  us  wlio  have  borne  an  open  testimony  of  unity  with 
you  and  your  proceedings.  I  ara  unable  to  find  out,  even  hy  convers- 
ing with  them,  what  the  object  is  at  which  I  hey  are  aiming,  unless  it 
is  a  hope  that  some  way  will  open  to  bring  about  a  compromise  wilh- 
oyl  any  further  separation,  which  they  seem  greatly  to  fear ;  but  my 
testimony  to  them  is  that  a  separation  has  taken  place  in  the  very 
fumlamental  ground  of  our  Christian  faith  ;  and  this  being  the  case,  the 
sooner  we  are  separated  from  each  other  in  profession  the  better,  for 
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the  very  ground  of  true  unity  is  broken  up.  Truly  it  may  be  said, 
**  How  has  the  gold  berome  dim,  und  the  nio^^t  fine  gold  clian^ed  !  " 
Some,  of  thost*  wlio  stood  firm  against  llicksi^m  are  now  giving  their 
strength  to  Gunieyi^sm,  which  I  think  if*  a  no  le^^:*  dfpartnre  from  the 
Truth.  They  are  no\r  cliarging  some  of  us  w'nh  a  tifiy  zeal  which  will 
b6  the  means  of  driving  many  frona  us,  saving  that  we  must  exercj.sts 
pfltit'nee  and  forhearanre  i  and  latterly  are  charging  Friends  with  having 
acted  under  loo  much  tiery  zeal  m  the  time  of  Hiek&i^m,  which  \vm  a 
cause  of  driving  away  many  from  us.  Thus  they  have  entirely  changed 
their  vJews^  to  my  knowlt^dge ;  at  that  time  their  scniimeiits  were  with 
my  own,  which  were,  and  reaiaiu  to  be  that,  had  there  been  a  more 
early  and  faithful  zeal  maintained,  to  put  iheir  feet  upon  the  nerk  of 
that  spirit  of  ijitidelity,  it  then  would  have  been  the  saving  of  many  ; 
and  surely  it^  when  Gurney  first  ciimc  out  with  hia  anti-chrisitiiin 
puhlic-ations.  Friends  had  borne  a  firm  and  unflinching  testimony 
against  th<im,  there  would  then  have  been  a  very  diflereat  state  of 
things  from  what  there  is  now ;  and  it  does  appear  to  me^  that  unleia 
there  is  a  great  change  in  &ome,  our  greatest  suffering  will  ari^e  from 
a  quarter,  in  lime  past  the  least  suspected.  Wlieti  we  look  ahead,  the 
prospect  to  some  of  us  k>oks  very  gloomy ;  yet  if  it  ia  permitted  that 
we  shall  be  clo.'^ely  tried  and  sifterl,  may  we  not  hope  that^  after  all  the 
reprobate  silver  k  clean  removed  out  of  Zion,  it  may  shine  with  itd 
ancieut  brighloess  I  Therefore  let  us  hope  that  all  things  will  work 
together  for  good.  My  very  siourA  desire  for  my  dear  Friends  in  New 
England  U^  that  tiiey  may  abide  in  the  patience  and  not  look  too  much 
out  to  oilier  botlies,  but  look  to  our  holy  Head.  If  this  continues  to  be 
the  case,  I  am  sometime^*  ready  to  think  that,  with  all  your  trials  and 
weakness,  (which  are  despised  by  some,)  there  may  yet  be  found  more 
strength  within  your  limits  than  within  ours ;  although  by  some  among 
usj  our»  has  l>een  much  boasted  of.  I  understand  a  member  of  our 
city  has  requested  thee  to  i-^turn  to  him  all  the  letters  he  has  written 
to  thee.  What  does  it  mean?  Dtwis  he  sup|X)se  thou  art  a  changed 
man,  or  is  /te  a  changed  man  ?  What  is  he  afraid  of.''  If  he  baa  writ- 
ten to  thee  what  he  continues  to  believe  are  sound  truths,  why  is  bo 
afraid  they  should  be  made  use  of?  If  he  has  changed  his  views,  then 
he  has  cause  to  fear  he  may  one  day  be  exposed.  If  thou  hast  com- 
plied with  his  ref^iuest,  I  would  tpicry  whether  it  would  not  he  right  for 
thee  to  demand  tho^^e  thou  hast  written  liini  in  time  past  in  contidence, 
showing  that  the  eoui-se  he  has  pursued  haA  shaken  thy  confidence  in 
him ;  if  thou  hast  not  returned  hb,  I  would  have  thee  think  seriously 
about  it  Irt'fore  doing  so.  There  may  something  ariac  out  of  it  in  future 
that  may  he  of  sei'ious  moment.* 

•  The  reqiietot  here  «poken  of  vm  for  the  (le«traol;1on  of  th«  letten  altudod  to,  and 
not  for  their  return.    It  was  not,  however,  complied  witlu 
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Since  writing  the  abovo,  I  have  heard  some  propositions  beldigip,i 
your  cominnf  together,  by  one  of  our  city  members.     The*e 
the  Giirw^yites  to  tlirow  Jov\^n  the  hatchet,  restore  John  Wilbur i 
the  rights  he  had  before  he  was  dbowned,  &c.,  aod  then  l*:»r 
return  to  them  again.     This  shows  where  some  of  our  leading  mmlml 
stand.     If  such  a  step  s!iouM  be  taken,  what  would  become  ' 
and  dignified  testimony  which  you  have  borne  against  thai  > 
spirit  that  is  spreading  amongst  us  ?  and  doe^  it  not  show 
who  liold  up  these  ideas  have  no  testimony  against  it  ?     Nay^  a* 
you  will  never  be  caught  in  such  a  snare ;  for  some  of  your  live*  ki 
been  in  the  Truth,  and  in  its  righteous  testimonies,  and  you  haw 
fered  deeply  for  them  ;  can  miy  feeling  mind  suppose,  for  a 
that  you  have  become  so  lost  to  any  sense  of  good,  aa  to  le*ff 
Truth  and  those  who  stand   in    it,  and  join   in  fellowship  wilh 
apostates  ? 

Thus*,  my  dear  friend,  I  have  written  a  little  of  the  feeling  ei« 
of  my  mind,  believing  thou  canst  sympathize  and  feel  with  me. 
write  soon,  and  give  me  some  information  as  to  how  you  »re 
along.     I  am  much  with  you  in  spirit,  wliii!h  I  trust  is  the 
you  concerning  our  weltare,  seeing  ihe  precious  Truth  that  is 
dear  to  us,  is  one.     Please  receive  my  best  love,  which  I  trust  is 
the  heavenly  fellowship,  with  thy  dear  wife  and  tender  offspring. 
I  wish  to  be  remembered  to  all  my  dear  friends  with  you*  a*  opf 
tunity  may  o^cr^  and  when  we  are  favored  to  approach  the  ihromerf' 
Divine  mercy^  may  our  remembrance  of  each  other  be  mutual 
So  I  rest,  I  trust,  in  that  which  changeth  not. 

Thy  friend  and  broiher, 

Ezra  Cowtoxt 


FROM   J.   W.   TO   NATHAN   BOUGLAS* 


Porduid,  9th  mo.f  aih,  IM 

MT   DKAfi  FfilEND  MATIfAIC    DOUOLASf 

Since  being  in  these  parts  I  have  felt  a  strong  attraction  lowsrJj 
thee,  out  of  which  has  grown  a  desire  to  see  thee,  and  I  have  htm 
nearly  on  the  point  of  setting  out  to  go  to  thy  house,  but  reooUeediig 
that  Falmouth  Quarterly  Meeting  would  be  convened  alrout  this  time* 
and  that  more  probably  thyself  and  other  Friend:*  whom  I  had  a 
to  see  may  have  gone  thither,  I  changed  my  mind  from  going, 
expedient  of  writing  theo.  Thou  wilt  readily  recollect  thy  owu 
entious  uaca^^iness  with  the  doctrines  of  J.  J.  Gumey,  and  the  senti- 
ment that  thnir  direct  tendency  was  to  sap  and  lay  waste  the  docti 
of  Friends,  aud  with  what  fervency  thou  exhorted  me  to  be  cncoui 
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to  bold  fast  and  keep  good  the  stand  which  I  had  taken  against  those 
doctrines.  This  testimony  of  thine  wa.s  truly  comforting  and  blrenji^tlien- 
hig  to  iny  trk'd  and  idUit-t^jd  s[»irit.  Kiiowiiig  that  it  wwi  taken  in  the 
mtegrity  ol"  my  heart,  and  Fully  sali>Jiiid  alao  that  such  a  j^taiKl  against 
the  drnigt^r  that  awaited  thu  church  was  in  Truth's  direction,  I  conld 
no  moi^  be  persuaded  to  abandon  the  upholding  of  our  principles  and 
te^iti monies,  nor  to  n^^frain  from  witne.^.sing  against  those  of  a  contrary 
tendency,  than  could  George  Fox  and  oilier  Friend^i  in  liis  day.  And 
llie  thiy  had  aguin  come,  in  which  tiie  principles  of  Friend?  could  no 
more  be  sustained  without  controverting  fiieir  opposite.^,  than  they  could 
in  hid  lime  ;  and  the  necessity  wa^  now  tlie  more  imperious,  by  reason 
thai  the  advocates  of  defective  sentiments  hud  sprung  up  from  among 
ourselves — from  amongst  the  great  and  the  iuHiiuntiid,  and  men  who  had 
great  power  over  the  general  miiss  of  our  Societ)-,  as  foretold  by  Mary 
Peisley;  a  condition  similar  to  that  of  the  church  in  the  third  and 
fourth  centuries.  Then  it  was  that  the  mighty  influence  and  power  of 
the  great  niun  in  fhe  church  i)re\-ailed  over,  and  put  to  alienee  such  men 
as  thou  and  I.  Their  concern  was  of  almost  infinite  importance  for 
the  saving  of  the  church  from  the  grievous  apostasy  thai  ensued,  and 
so  by  the  overcoming  of  such  concern  for  her  safety,  the  best  body, 
as  we  may  well  beJieve,  that  ever  existed,  was  compelled  to  receive 
aijch  doctrines  and  confoi*m  to  such  practices  as  destroyed  all  but 
the  name  of  a  Christian  church,  and  so  these  new  doctrines  that 
are  now  offered  to  the  cimrch  nnder  our  name  and  which  are  already 
subscribed  to  by  the  whole  Gurney  [>arty  m  Eughind  and  iiicrea-'ingly 
so  in  America,  will  liave  as  direct  a  tendency  to  bring  us  into  an 
apostate  condition ;  yes,  and  without  yome  miraculous  inter[M>sition  of 
Almighty  Power,  the  whole  body  of  those  who  continue  to  support  the 
Gurney  party,  must  as  surely  fall  into  an  apostate  condition  iki  did  the 
primitive  Christians. 

Some  of  ihe  leaders  of  the  Gurney  party  in  the  cfistern  Quarters 
have  within  a  few  days  acknowledged  to  me  their  full  unity  with  J.  J. 
Gurney ;  and  I  was  told  by  an  apparently  honest  man  among  them, 
that  he  hears  no  tault  found  witli  him  by  any  of  the  Friends  with  whom 
he  is  licquaiuted  in  Fairfield  Quarter.  And  perhaps  liiou  knowest  tliat 
George  Jones's  and  Thomiu  Shilliioe's  testimonies  are  that  J.  J.  G/s 
principles  are  nearer  to  those  of  other  professors,  than  to  FriendsJ  and 
that  this  opinion  is  candidly  corroborated  hy  Rulpti  Wardlaw  and  other 
eminent  writers  out  of  our  Society.  And  if  thou  hast  read  the  writings 
of  J.  J.  G.  generally,  tliy  own  knowledge  of  Friends'  principles,  and  abil- 
ity to  draw  a  contrast  vviU  jdaitdy  show  thee  the  utter  inconsistency  of 
many  of  his  doctrines  with  those  of  Friends.  And  I  suppose  also,  thou 
knowest  that  the  leiiders  of  our  Yearly  Meeting  and  their  adherents 
35  • 
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have  ovemjn  in  a  most  flagrant  and  disorderly  manner  the  bounds  and 
landmarks  of  our  discifdiiie^  and  the  order  ot"  So4!(ety  nvtlier  than  not 
sustain  the  man  and  his  doctrine'^,  by  prostrating  the  dearest  rigbU  of 
many  of  those  who  could  not  with  peace  of  mind  eompTOmise  their 
principles,  nor  forbear  to  testify  against  such  things  as  tend  to  their 
overthrow.  Thou  knowest  too,  I  ajiprehendi,  thfit  these  leaders  among 
us  cause<l  J.  J.  G/s  credentials  to  be  iiidor-*ed  in  our  Yearly  Meeting, 
and  have  also  subscribed  to  a  written  document  in  which  they  defend 
him  witli  great  earnestness,  and  allude  lo  him  as  a  duly  accredited  and 
fully  aulhenticJited  minister  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  Nor  canst  thou 
be  a  stranger  to  the  caurion-*^  exertions,  and  injunctions  that  are 
pressed  upon  their  members  at  birge,  against  reading  or  receiving  any 
books,  documents,  papers,  or  letters,  that  will  expose  or  bring  to  light 
their  faith  in  false  doctrines  or  their  dborderly  and  cruel  proceedings, 
as  above  alluded  to.  And  yet  thou,  even  tliou,  my  dear  Nathan,  art 
claimed  by  them,  as  I  understand,  to  be  one  of  their  number,  and  now 
consenting  to,  if  not  approving  of  their  proceedings,  and  therefore  mak- 
ing thyself  responsible  for  those  measures  to  which  they  have  resorted- 
But,  my  dear  friend,  I  am  not  yet  prejiared  lo  believe  that  thou  haet 
given  thyself  up  to  indorse  such  unhuHowed  proceedings  and  perseeti- 
tions  against  honest  and  conscientious  Friends,  who  dare  not  run  to  do 
evil,  though  it  were  with  a  grejit  multitude,  but  would  rather  sit  alone 
and  be  silent  at  the  feet  of  their  divine  Master ;  or  arij^e  and  fight 
single-handed  under  his  banner  as  their  lot  may  be  ordered  of  him. 
Oh  I  remember  there  was  one  among  that  little  number  that  were 
called  martyrs,  whose  zeal  might  perhaps  have  exceeded  his  knowl- 
edge, and  who,  in  order  to  obtain  credence  with  the  great  body,  did, 
in  an  ungyarded  hour,  and  through  human  weakness,  subscribe  to  a 
recantation  of  his  course  in  support  of  pure  Chrijitianity  I  But,  alas, 
his  peace  with  his  Grod  was  destroyed,  nor  could  he  witli  all  the  sagacihf 
be  was  master  of,  mend  up  tliat  great  breach  of  conscience  so  deadly  to 
good  enjoyment  until  he  returned  to  his  former  course  of  bearing  wit- 
ness against  the  enormities  of  the  church, — the  body.  Nor  could  the 
plaudit  of  bishops  or  cardinals  in  commendation  of  his  recantation, 
restore  his  troubled  soul  with  peace  to  God,  until  he  again  resumed  his 
integrity  and  renewed  his  testimony  against  the  errors  of  the  chnrcli ; 
then  he  died  at  the  stake  with  great  peace,  glorifyhig  that  God  who 
had  thus  restored  him  to  his  allegiance  to  him. 

I  charge  thee,  therefore,  helmed,  by  the  mercies  of  the  Lord,  to 
return  to  a  full  acknowledgment  of  thy  allegiance  to  the  glorious  and 
dignified  testimonies  of  Truth,  and  never  to  give  thy  strength  in  any 
way  to  that  spirit  which  cometh  from  the  wilderness,  and  would 
little  by  little  corrupt  and  destroy  the  heritage  of  God,  at  the  sutie 
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time  pleatling  for  unity  and  harmony  of  concert  in  the  most  plausible 
manoer.  But  alik?,  alas,  for  a  unity  of  many  in  the  |)romolion  of  a  causo 
wliich  is  not  of  the  Lord,  and  which  tendeth  to  the  gainsaying  and  per- 
verting of  the  doctrines  of  tlie  gospel  1  It  h  a  saying  that  mnnot  he 
refuted,  that  th©  greater  the  nntnher,  anil  tht*  uiure  noted  the  men  that 
are  united  in  supporting  errors  in  the  church,  the  grealer  the  harm 
atid  danger  which  awaita  tho  Lord's  cause,  for  tberehy  the  innocent 
ones  up  and  down  among  the  people  are  the  more  strongly  bound  to 
the  liierarchy,  and  to  the  usurpation  of  those  thiit  have  placed  tlieni- 
selves  in  Mowe^'  seat,  but  are  not  of  the  Lcird'ij  anoiniinfj ;  the  expoi^ure 
of  whom,  simply  in  Truth*s  direction  and  according  to  ktiowledg*^,  can 
never  hurt  the  oil  or  the  wine,  nor  yet  break  the  true  unity  in  the  love  of 
Christ,  which  is  a  blessed  attribute  going  hand  in  hand  with  that  judg- 
ment which  purifieth  the  heart  of  man,  and  delixer^  his  church  and 
people  from  all  the  deltisionB  of  the  wicked  one.  Hence  the  agree- 
ment of  all  the  Divine  attributes,  among  wbicii  is  the  light  of  the  Sun 
of  Righteousness,  which  drivelh  away  aJl  darkness  and  shinelh  most 
glorioUiily  in  the  iirmatnent  of  God*^  kingdom, — to  which  I  eonimend 
thee,  my  dear  friend,  with  my  own  soul,  so  that  nothing  pertiiiniiig  lo 
our  own  good  and  to  the  good  of  this  people  may  be  hid  from  our 
eyes*     Farewell 

John  Wilbur. 


FROM   J.    W.   TO    WILLIAM   HODGSON*  JR. 


nopklntoQ,  9Ch  mo.,  29th,  1640. 

Ur    DKAR    FRIEHO, 

•  *  •  Thou  wast  not  mistaken  in  thy  apprehensions  of  my  feel- 
ing* w!ien  I  wrote  thee  from  Salem  ;  not  having  forgotten  the  bitlerne&s 
of  the  baptisms  of  which  it  was  our  lot  to  drink  largely  la?t  year,  I  could 
not  promise  myself  a  great  measure  of  consolation  in  going  over  the 
same  ground  again;  yet  the  conflict  was  nol  now  allogetlicr  so  deeply 
painful  as  then.  Inasmuch  as  the  members  of  our  Society  down  in 
thai  northeastern  country  have  been  so  entirely  exekided  from  the  true 
knowledge  of  the  great  question  in  controversy  whereby  our  Society 
has  been  torn  to  pieces,  a  con=iidcmble  portion  of  my  concern  was^  that 
they  and  their  sober  neighboris  might  he  apprised  of  our  concern  for 
thdr  good  and  for  the  sustaining  of  our  primitive  doctrines  and  tej;li- 
monies ;  feeling  sometimes  not  altogether  unlike  the  Psiihnisl,  when 
he  **  desired  of  the  Loi-d  to  show  him  a  token  for  good,  that  his  ene- 
mies might  see  it  and  be  ashamed."  We  were  desirous  of  showing 
them  that  we  would  be  ghid  to  meet  with  them,  and  hear  their  objec- 
tions, if  any  they  had,  against  us  or  our  proceedings ;  and  they  were 
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in  divers  instances  noUfied  to  this  effect  j  but  still  ihey  were  keplj 
much  as  jjqssible  from  uh,  yet  llu."  knowledgt-  of  uur  willini^iiess  lo  mi 
Willi  iheiix  on  frienJlv  ground,  we  belii^ved  would  luive  some  eflect  oa 
tliem  and  their  iieigljlHjrs,  wlien  they  had  more  lime  to  reflect  upon 
iu  Our  aim  was  to  have  meetings  in  neigh borhocKls  convenient  ibr 
most  Friend-s  to  attend^  if  disjjosed  to  do  so.  Our  lirst  meeting  was  \n 
the  town-hall  at  Water villc,  a  large  phicc  on  the  Kennebec  ;  and  when 
agreed  ui>on,  and  whilst  our  notict-'i*  were  printing,  we  went  seven  miles 
to  Fairfield,  to  $ec  ZaechL'U:^  Borman*  an  honest  old  minister  of  eighty- 
tbnr,  but  under  the  current  of  an  influenee  against  us,  and  easily  tnira- 
niell<-d  hy  reason  of  his  eredulkj  and  stationary  al>CMle.  He  seemed 
rather  shut  np  nt  tir^t,  Itut  [«retty  noon  heeume  open  and  familiar,  and 
said,  in  conversing  a  little  upon  my  ca!*e,  ihrtt  jyslice  wns  due  to  all  men  ; 
and  we  left  him  enjc»ying  pretty  good  fceJinga,  On  our  return  to  Water* 
ville,  we  met  with  Chuiles  CoUin,  a  prominent  preacher  of  the  same 
neighborlioodj  with  whuin  we  had  mueh  converr-ation,  in  the  presence 
of  several  resj>eeta!ile  men  ;  hut  lie  seemed  nnjihle  to  msuntain  any  one 
point  in  tlieir  case,  and  was  much  confounded.  A  raiia  present  afteiv 
wards  expresse<!  a^ttonishment  at  tlieir  efforts  to  keep  the  knowledge  of 
the  ease  from  thet'r  per*ide.  Chnrie.^,  however,  said  Ae  would  come  to 
our  meeting  tlie  next  day,  and  bring  a  hook  that  would  prove  their  cause 
to  bo  good,  atid  we  encouraged  his  coining;  but  he  came  not.  How- 
ever, our  being  al  Fairfield,  and  giving  notice  of  our  meeting,  brought 
down  the  pontmaster  and  his  wite,  from  Charles's  own  neighborhood ; 
she  being  somewhat  connected  with  Friends.  After  meeting  they 
came  to  tis,  and  informed  that  they  had  seen  in  their  office  the  **  Con- 
siderations,*' and  tiad  read  it  a  little  before  it  was  called  for.  Thej 
were  now  very  de;*irous  of  possessing  a  copy,  which  was  soon  sent 
ihem.  At  the  close  of  this  meeting  at  Watervillc,  many  inquiries 
were  made,  touching  our  case — two  lawyers  and  many  other  peo[dc  of 
note  being  present.  Oar  next  meeting  was  at  North  Vassalborough,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  John  D.  Liing  and  two  brothers-in-law,  where  our 
notices  were  set  up  in  their  factory^  village.  These  notices  were  taken 
down — by  whom  it  is  not  known — and  the  people  were  toM  that  our 
meeting  had  fallen  through ;  but  a-^  many  as  wc  had  accommodations  for 
came^  and  a  truly  interesting  meeting  we  !iad,  gi-eatly  to  my  s4itisfactioD» 
and  I  believe  to  all  present ;  after  which,  to  satisfy  the  desires  of  the 
})eop!e,  our  i*a^e  was  briefly  unfolded,  and  many  applications  were  made 
Ibr  books, — more  than  we  could  supply^  Here  wc  saw  the  want  of  the 
**^  Considerations,"  and  the  Answer  to  **  Calutnny  liefuled;  "  the  hittiir 
have  now  gone  that  way.  Uur  next  meeting  was  at  the  house  of  our 
friendsy  D.  imd  A*  Ilowiaad,  their  mother  and  children,  the  only  iirm 
Friends  in  that  c|uarter  j  although  a  few  others  whom  we  visited  told  us 
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that  they  had  no  unity  with  the  Gumeyttes,  but  not  yet  strong  cnoiijih 
to  make  a  stand  against  thenfi.  This*  bust  was  idso  a  favored  meeting, 
and  I  believe  very  stren;,ahening  to  those  dear  Frieuds ;  to  wliich,  he- 
Bide  other  people,  eame  two  young  Gurneyiles,  Our  next  appoiolfuent 
was  at  Augysta,  iu  a  basement  story  ;  but  a  great  funeral  a^jicinbbige 
in  the  room  above  us,  held  at  the  same  hour,  uaknowa  to  the  man  who 
made  the  ap|>ointraent  for  us,  oeccasioncd  so  much  intcrni[>lion  that 
DO  meeting  for  worship  waa  held  ;  but  a  number  of  respectable  people 
gathered  to  ua  for  the  purpose  of  informatioa,  among  whom  was  a 
member  of  the  Society,  of  about  sixty,  a  very  moderate,  solid  man,  who 
said  he  had  never  liad  any  information  but  on  one  side  ;  ask«jd  many 
questions  of  deep  import,  and  seemed  no  less  surprised  tlian  gratilied 
with  the  aiiswerd  J  but  the  cbiima  of  others  so  interrupted  him  (here, 
that  he  went  with  us  to  the  inn,  and  had  much  conversation  with  us 
that  night,  and  came  in  again  next  morning.  I  gave  him  three  copies 
of  mj  book,  and  us  many  of  the  *"  Addresa  of  R.  I.  Quarterly  Meeting," 
to  distribute  and  read  himself,  of  which  he  was  ghid.  Another  sensible, 
elderly  man  here  took  great  interest  in  our  case,  and  said  he  had  been 
convinced  of  our  principle's,  but  by  reason  of  the  bad  examiilen  and 
evident  declension  of  Friends  thereaway  fix>m  their  tir:?t  principle:*,  liad 
been  deterred  from  becoming  a  meavber.  He  was  al.-^o  very  glad  of  a 
book.  lie  understands  our  jjrinciples  very  well,  and  will  see  by  the  eon- 
ti'ast  that  Guniey  13  no  Quaker,  Atler  this  we  had  two  meetings 
within  Falmouth  Quarter,  both  goo*!,  solid  meetings,  but  no  Gurneyite;^ 
came.  However,  we  felt  t|uite  a  freedom,  and  desiring  siho  to  show 
our  good-will  to  all,  we  called  on  many  Gurucyite  tamiliej*,  so  culled 
because  thei/  claim  them,  but  some  of  them  without  a  cause^ — they  are 
merely  held  in  lx>adage.  Among  thej^e  we  saw  some  joyful  counte- 
nances on  seeing  u^,  and  we  were  ghid  to  see  thera,  for  wbo.^G  duliver- 
anoe  my  travail  and  concern  is  intense.  Bat  there  were  a  few  ijistancea, 
and  but  few,  (hat  we  met  with,  where  any  bitterness  was  apparent; 
iievertheles}^  there  are  many  among  the  ministers  and  elders,  and  among 
the  more  elderly  sort  of  the  peoph^  whose  hearts  are  sadly  leav«jned 
with  the  aame  spirit  that  leavened  the  hearts  of  the  chief  priests  and 
Pharisees,  which  is  hypocrisy,  joined  with  malice  ;  and  but  for  these, 
many  innocent  ones  might  be  made  lo  see  the  things  which  belong  to 
their  peace,  although  now  they  seem  to  be  hid  from  their  eyes  by 
reason  of  these  dark  bodies  standing  between  ihem  and  the  life  of  Ilim 
who  is  the  light  of  men.  Oh !  the  condemnation  that  awaits  these  who 
have  so  vilely  cast  away  the  shield  which  the  Lonl  had  given  them, 
and  are  found  darkening  counsel  among  the  Txird's  people.  tJide^s 
tlxey  speedily  repent  of  their  deeds,  in  turning  the  innocent  away  frHjm 
the  fold  of  the  true  Shepherd,  he  will  expose  them^  and  reject  them 
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forever  I     Iklay  thoy  Lc  favorcrl  to  fintl  n  place  of  trae  repeotawt 
it  bo  too  lato !     Tliu?,  in  brotherly  freedom,  have  I  ventured,  my 
frieml,  to  give  thee  a  httle  of  the  outlines  of  ray  late  ar^iioas 
wliich,  though  not  exteusive,  wti3  yet  trying ;  and  although 
I  t<x>k  condemnation  to  myself,  in  an  apprehension  that 
have  done,  y<jt  tliruugh  iniinite  mercy  and  uninerited  goodjiea* 
tlie  service  was  aocotnplishod,  we  came  on  our  way  rejoicing 
account  of  the  prosperity  of  the  cause  in  that  eastern 
because  our  little  service  was  rewanled  with  aweet  peace. 

I  ought   to  have   told  thee,  in    ius  proper  course,  someihtng 
the  t^darkTly   Mc<iiiug  at   Berwick,  but  I  understand  that  otn 
friends  frum  llience  slopped  a  day  in  Philadelphia,  who  would 
tell  you  that  their  Quarterly  Meeting  got  along  nearly  as  hut 
and  that  it  was  Ixdieved  that  we  lost  no  rjround  this  year.     After 
ing  Ecrwiuk,  I  attended  two  meetings  at  Elliot,  before  gtnog 
east.     To  these  w*^nl  with  me  William  and  Elizahelh  IFdl,  aod  uo 
journey  further  east   1  had   the  company  and  kiud  afisijataAce  of 
beloved  friend,  Jonathan  Nichols,  of  Salem. 

I  will  just  say  that  among  the  trying  services  to  which  I  helieM 
was  calkd,  was  the  visiting  of  two  backsliders,  one  at  WindluuiUiB^ 
the  other  at  Danvers.  Of  the  latter  I  have  little  or  do  hope,  but  sti 
feel  satisfied  and  even  glad  that  1  went ;  if  she  must  needs  go  awji 
even  into  perdition,  the  Truth  I  believe  will  be  clear. 

Soiae  ot"  ray  views  on  tlie  *!tate  of  things  in  your  kind,  and  htikt 
west,  I  wrote  to  my  dear  friend,  Ezni  Comfort,  a  i^aw  days  agOtasii* 
what  concerns  us  moro  than  what  Friends  do  abroad,  or  omit  dionp  ia 
relation  to  us.  Oh  I  if  all  of  our  little  number  could  but  be  inductile 
seek  counsel  at  the  door  of  tiie  tabernacle,  on  the  bended  knees  of  inilj 
contrited  souls,  we  should  liave  no  occa^sion  for  fearfulne^s  aUinl  wJ*> 
wotjld  acknowledge  fellowship  with  us  abroad;  for  then  we  shoubibw 
belter  help  than  rnan,  or  of  a  body  of  men.  My  wife  and  I  ait  o 
usual  healtli,  and  join  in  love  to  thee  and  wife. 
Tliy  atfeciionato  friend, 

John  WiLftUt* 


FROM   .TOIIX    HARRISON    TO    J.    W» 


Mimchester,  Eugland,  10th  ma,  3d,  I 

jrr    DKAB    FRIEND    JOHK    WlLaVB, 

In  looking  round  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  Society,  bolh  in 
lund  and  owrs,  I  can  at  [M'esent  see  little  else  than  mourning  and  w 
ing  in  store  Ibr  those  who  are  sincerely  desirous  that  faitiifulne^  t*^ 
religious  principles  and  lesliraonies  should  be  abodo  in ;  s^tyiag  ifl 
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heartfelt  lannniage  of  Rupplirarion,  "  Sparc  thy  people,  oh !  Lf>r<1,  niul 
give  not  thy  hcrita{[^e  to  rpproarli  1  "  Sfill  ihc*  Lord's  ear  i?  not  grown 
heavy  tliat  it  cannot  hear.  And  he  is  the  SLamc  ahiiighly  and  merciful 
Saviour  as  ever  he  was  ;  otherwise  some  mif^ht  droop  iiUo  despair. 

I  was  al  our  la>t  Yearly  Meeting  with  my  friend  Ciileh  llawortli 
and  one  or  two  hesidei*.  I  endeavored  to  ruijie  my  voice  on  several 
ocpasions  in  favor  of  the  smaller  body  in  New  England.  Our  eflbrt.si 
■were  neutralized  in  n^  civil  a  way  as  the  leaders  knew  how  witliout 
manifesting  the  appearance  of  nufnirnesst  which  we  well  know  cannot 
be  openly  tolerated  in  En^jlaiid  wi  it  is  in  America.  Our  etlbrt'*  were 
se^minffh/  cru:?hed  under  the  (piiet  prei?<ure  of  ponderou-*  influence  ; 
but  we  have  ^ome  reason  lo  hope  one  here  and  another  there  has 
secretly  imbilw^d  imi>res5ions  which  may  remain  and  deepen  in  hh 
mind.  Il  proved  a  very  trying  season  to  some  of  os,  not  because  John 
Wilbur  was  involved  in  the  tpiestion,  not  because  a  small  knot  of 
putfering,  persecute<l,  faithful  Friends  were  implicated  and  cast  down, 
but  because  it  vitally  concerned  the  great  and  ttll-imfK>rtttnt  question  of 
our  religious  principles  and  testimonie.-s  for  the  Truth's  sake,  by  whicJi 
multiludefi  of  H>iils  miglit  be  aflfected.  The  "larger  body"  of  New 
England  Friends  (^o  called)  has  its  powerful  advocacy  in  this  coJiiitry 
at  present,  and  I  .sujipose  for  pur[Ki?ics  we  cannot  scrutinize,  musst  he 
[jcrmitted  to  rule  and  reign  to  a  ceituin  extent  for  a  seiisou.  But  that 
such  can  ultimately  stand  I  have  no  expectation. 

Believe  me  as  ever  thy  sincerely  affectionate  friend, 

John  IlARKisoir. 


FROM   LTDIA    A.    BARCLAY   TO   J.    W. 


Reignte,  Surrey,  27th  of  Ist  rao.,  1847. 

KY  t>FJklt  AWD  VAtPKD    FIUE3(D, 

What  wilt  thou  say  to  rae  for  my  long  silence  ?  Truly  thou  hast  not 
been  out  of  my  mind,  or  my  heart,  though  m  long  neglected,  especially 
since  my  return  from  my  northern  journey  at  the  end  of  i>lli  muulh.  I 
have  seemed  often  with  thee  mentiilly;  and  the  cud  of  the  lOlh  month, 
I  received  thy  hv-^t  very  kind  arid  acce|tlabl«  lelter,  which  renewed  the 
feeling  o(  dtniT  love,  and  unity,  and  sympathy  toward  tliee.  Ah  !  dear 
friend,  I  utute  with  thee  in  thy  sense  of  the  many  eyes  that  arc 
upon  you,  and  in  the  desire  for  your  preservation  in  the  true  faiili,  and 
in  a  holy  walk  with  God,  manifested  by  maintaining  a  trne  Christian 
warfare  against  all  unrightrousncsH  and  the  spirit  of  the  world,  us  is 
expres<e<J  in  thy  letter.  And  I  lendfrly  j^ympathize  wtlh  thee,  and 
all  the  living  among  ynu«  under  your  many  bunlen.*  and  IriuLs  by  tho:je 
who  tieem  to  be  of  you,  but  who  evidently  have  Dot  gone  through  that 
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deep  baptism  which  brings  into   the   <rue  unity,  and  conMqOflOlifl 
an  nnimi  of  lively  exerciisc  together,  for  the  nphultlmg  of  the  {HOI 
mtmy  of  Truth.     May  you,  dear  burden-bijarerss  be  sustained 
these  ii-ials  as  well  as  strengthened  to  spaix?  no  lender  and  faithlQl 
big  for  their  help,  and  bringing  into  a  true  feeling  and  bboriag 
you  ;  anil  if  yon   caimot»  by  patient  exercise  and  fer\-ent  pra^ef, 
instrumental  to  their  help*  then  may  you  be  enabled,  in  tlie  li>f«, 
authority,  and   melting   [iower  of  Truth,  faithfully   to  testify 
them,  for  the  saving  of  other  members,  and,  if  jxissible,  for  ibe 
ing  of  the  witness  in  those  to  their  ultimate  recovery,  at  some  t 
other  I     Tluis  will  you  be  clear,  and  the  Holy  One  will  be  g! 
♦     ♦     •     •     •     I  was  veiy  much  intereMed  in  thy  accoutii  of 
IraveU,  ami  of  the  serious  inquirers  you  met  with,  and  hope  roar 
have  breo  ble^^sed,  to  the  enlightening  and  reaching  of  roanTt  ^^^^ 
they  have  been  sadly  re(w>rted  of  here,  as  "  stirring  up  strife,  ami  p 
moting  unsavory  meiatings  for  dificuseion,**  so  that  I  liavet  io  »raf  ^ 
stances*,  tlmnght  well  to  give  a  little  of  thy  own  ac<?ount  where  Ittt^ 
gnitahly,  that  such  vile  reports  might  be  fnijitrated  ;  for  I  conceive ]f* 
were  doing  what  onr  early  Friends  would  have  done  towards  testi^ 
fuilhfully  for  the  Truth  and  against  error  and  evil.     I  think  tluil  ^ 
Friend  (who  has  been  your  way)  spoke  very  disparagingly  of  tliT  f^ 
parjion,  and  also  of  thee.      But,  dear  friend^  the  burden  will  l>e  hetij 
upon  tuch  false,  reporters,  in  a  day  that  is  coming!     May  you  bepfr 
served  low  in  the  divine  fear,  then  fear  not  what  is  said.     •     •    • 

I  hear  the  funeral  [of  J.  J-  (Turney]  was  very  showy  and  large, •A 
thai  the  bishop  of  Norwich  preached  a  funeral  scnnon  at  the  catheWl 
doi*s  not  this  show  that  they  were  hand  in  hand  and  one  in  ^r 
that  there  could   not  have  been  that  faithful  testimony  again-   , 
craft  which  all  the  true  professors  and  jjossejisors  of  the  Truth  niflst 
ever  bear?  His  death  has  caused  a  sort  of  shock  ;  but  he  has  left  msj 
children,  in  one  senscj  who  will  carry  on  his  views  in  shifting  u»  fa* 
Quakerism  to  Episcopal iani.^m  !     So  that  there  is  no  other  expecWi* 
for  the  poor  tribuhited  remnant  of  those  who  cleave  to  the  ancient  prifr 
ciples,  but  of  continued  and   increased  suffering ;   and  oh  I  that  ilxy 
may  be  preserved  firm  on   the  blessed   Rock  of  Agt?s,  and  unitalfl^ 
unto  another  in   him,  and   then,  however   they  may  be    prL)Ve«l,  m^ 
have   to   suffer  with,  and  for  him,  they  wUi  be  sustained  thi\>ogb«l 
and   eventually  reign  with    him,  and    partake  of  bis  glorious  tict*7 
over  all.         ♦♦•*♦••• 

And  now,  my  dear  friend,  I  would  inform  tliec  of  what  I  hear  to 
Racliel  Richman  ha^  given  thee  a  hint  of  already,  namely*  that  1 
had  it  for  several  years  on  my  mind,  to  remove  to  AberdeeOf  iB 
land  of  my  forefathers  !     I   have  gone   through  much  in 
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sucli  an  important  step,  as  thou  ivould*at  suppose,  all  nature  would  rise 
up  to  oppose  it,  the  lenvmcr  of  all  that  are  near  and  dear  to  me^  whether 
in  a  natural  or  spiritual  connection,  and  the  going  into  such  a  northern 
climate  for  my  delic^ite  health,  and  where  there  are  not  the  comforts 
and  conveniences  that  I  have  been  accustomed  to,  besides  also  the  low 
state  of  thinn;s  therej  and  many  trials  and  very  few  fellow-feelers,  all 
combine  to  dbcouroge  the  step  1  I  wt\s  not  without  the  thought  that 
perhaps  my  goin^?  there  last  summer,  and  tarrying  there  a  month,  and 
laboring  as  enahSed,  might  prove  a  substitute  for  bo  trying  a  sacrifice ; 
but  no !  the  matter  was  so  cleared  and  confirmed  while  there,  and  even 
the  vei-y  outward  difficulties  smoothed  doivn,  in  some  degree^  that  I 
found  I  must  yield  all  up ;  and  now  I  stand  resigned  to  go,  with  my 
little  all,  tlie  end  of  the  fourth  month  or  early  in  the  fifth  month  next, 
feeling  at  present  excused  from  the  Yearly  Meeting,  •  •  •  ♦ 
I  would  gratefully  acknowledge  that  goodness  and  mercy  were  with  me 
during  my  late  exercising  jouiiiey,  sustaining,  helping  and  preserving 
me  from  day  to  day,  which  is,  indeed,  ever  to  be  had  in  humble  remem- 
brance by  rae,  and  I  desire  that,  in  the  renewed  sense  thereof,  I  may 
be  enabled  to  thank  Go<l,  and  afresh  to  take  counige  to  humbly  hope 
for  more,  even  more  still  of  his  gowlness  and  mercy  to  support  and 
prej>are  me  for  the  further  duties  and  trials  that  may  await  me  in  this 
vale  of  tears  and  scene  of  probation  !  And,  dear  friend,  do  thou  crave 
for  roe,  that  I  may  be  strengthened  to  fulfil  whatever  may  be  in  store 
for  me  in  my  new  abode  ;  whether  in  doing  or  sutfcring  ;  and  that  wit- 
nessing preservation  from  every  snare  of  the  insidious  enemy,  I  may  be 
fitted,  m  due  time,  for  the  heavenly  kingdom,  by  the  grace  of  God,  in 
and  through  Christ  Jesus.  »♦•♦•♦  I  feel  greatly  for  you, 
in  being  cut  off  from  the  visits  of  the  faithful,  at  present,  but  hope  you 
wiU  have  patience  till  your  cause  is  pleaded,  and  your  righteousness 
brought  forth  as  the  morning  and  your  judgment  as  the  noonday. 

With  tlie  salutation  of  dear  love,  I  remain  thy  nearly  united  and 
sympathizing  friend,  Lydia  A.  Barolat. 

FROM    CHRI9T0PHER   HKALT   TO   J.    W. 


Bnckji  Goncty,  PennAylvimta,  2d  of  6tb  noo,,  1847. 

MY    VKRT    DEAR  AKD   MUCH   BELOVED  I^BIEKD,   JOH«   WILBUR, 

I  received  thy  salutation  of  unfeigned  love,  a  little  while  aflcr  our 
Yearly  Meeting,  It  miscarried  and  got  lo  Doylestown,  and  lay  there 
a  long  time,  but  when  I  did  receive  it  I  was  comforted,  and  rejoiced 
in  spirit.  May  thou,  ray  dear  brother  in  the  Truth,  be  comforted,  and 
filled  with  joyful  hope,  for  greater  is  He  that  is  in  thee^  than  he  that  is 
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in  the  world ;  tins  ihoii  hast  ckarlj  provefl,  by  thy  great  pufferinjsr,  for 
thy  divine  Master's  tind  thr  church's  !»ake.  May  he  be  pleased  lo 
luaki.'  bare  h\^  holy  ann  of  pow^-r,  for  Jhy  health,  both  in  spirituals  and 
temporals.  I  have  oftf^n  thought  of  thy  dear  lx>som  frien*],  how  she 
mubt  be  tried  as  well  as  thiio,  in  that  long  and  sore  warfare.  Mtnj  our 
blessed  Helj^ier  l>e  very  near  to  strengthen  you  to  bear  up,  now  in  your 
old  age,  I  have  divei>!  times  read  ihy  "  Narrative  "  as  well  aa  some 
other  aceounlfi,  and  I  thought  nothing  short  of  Divine  power  could 
have  carried  thee  so  remarkaldy  through.  Thou  hast  heard  by  this 
time,  I  hUpiMjj^e,  that  our  Yearly  IVIeetiug  this  ycar»  condemned  tlie 
unsouud  wriliugA  of  Joseph  John  Gurney,  and  also  of  Edward  Ash, 
and  the  document  after  our  next  fleeting  for  Suffering:^,  will  be  pu1>» 
li?hed. 

I  was  taken  gick  last  8th  mouth,  and  have  not  yet  recxvvered,  so  as  to 
be  able  to  write  btit  very  [Kjorly;  my  ner\'ous  system  being  so  affected. 
This  is?  the  tirsl  wiitiug  since  my  sickness,  but  my  health  \a  middling 
go<Kl  otherwise,  and  ihat  of  my  family. 

Oh !  my  dear  brother,  this  h  a  lifting  time  to  the  members  of  otir 
Society.  I  have  believed  our  poor  Society  will  yet  be  eifted  as  wheaX 
is  sifted  in  a  sieve,  for  it  is  dcelaredj  **  I  will  overturn,  overt urn» 
overturn,  stxliU  the  Lc*nl,  until  he  pIkUI  come  whosie  right  it  is  to  rule 
and  reign,"  Our  Israel  is  too  much  mixed  among  the  people  of  the 
world.  The  hmgiinge  of  my  soul  is,  come  ont  from  among  them, 
and  be  ye  separate,  anil  touch  not  the  unclean  thing,  and  I  vviU  gave 
you.  Now  my  dear  brotlier  in  fhe  go.^pel  of  the  dear  Son  of  God,  be 
not  discouraged  at  these  trying  times,  for  Zion  cannot  come  forth  out  of 
the  wilderness  of  thiis  world,  clear  as  the  sun,  fair  aa  the  moon,  and 
terrible  as  an  army  with  b.-umer-',  leaning  also  on  her  Beloved,  until  she 
shall  arise  and  diuke  lurself  from  the  dust  of  ihe  earth,  and  pot  on  her 
beautiful  garments,  then  she  will  arise  with  Him  who  is  the  Resurrec- 
tion and  the  Life,  and  because  !ie  is  the  bread  of  life,  our  souk  shall 
live  also.  Oh  I  that  this  blessed  day  might  come  to  the  church,  then 
will  judges  he  restored  as  at  the  first,  and  cotmselloi's  as  at  the  begin- 
ning. 1  do  believe  this  time  will  come,  though  a  great  failing  away 
may  take  place  first ;  but  my  dear  friend,  a  people,  a  favored  remnant 
will  be  preserved  of  the  true  principle  and  name  of  Quakers. 

1  know  when  I  cou^sider  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
case,  liiat  thou  may  est  sometimes  in  thy  poor  soul  j<ay,  Israel  baa 
almost  forsaken  the  Lord,  but  ray  dear  fnend,  remember  the  answer  of 
the  Lord  was  to  him  in  the  still  small  voice,  I  havo  reserved  seven 
thousand  who  have  not  Iwwed  the  knee  to  Baal,  nor  kissed  his  image. 
I  believe  tliou  bust  said  tnauy  ihues  under  thy  deep  tixjnbles,  as  Jacob 
of  old  said  concerning  his  dear  son  Joseph,  "  Joseph  is  a  fruitful  bough, 
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even  a  fruitful  boiin^h  hy  a  well,  whose  brandies  run  over  tlie  wall ;  the 
archers  have  soruly  grieved  bim,  and  shot  at  blm,  and  hated  hitn;  but 
hti!^  bow  abode  in  strenglti,  juui  the  arrn-s  of  Jus  luuids  were  made  i*trong^ 
by  the  hands  of  the  luip^bty  God  of  tTaeub  ;  from  tbcuce  is  ibe  shep- 
herd, the  stone  of  larael;**  Tliese  thia^*  thou  ha^t  largely  experienced, 
and  they  will  be  sanctitied  to  tliee  for  thy  salvation,  and  if  tliou  shouldst 
not  see  the  de&ires  of  iby  wul  in  this  world,  if  thou  keeptLsl  the  word 
of  hb  patience,  through  ihii  tribuUletl  scene,  tliou  will  witness  being 
kept  in  the  hour  of  teiojiliiiion.  antl,  by  and  by,  when  tbou  art  gathered 
aniong  the  just  of  all  geuemtion;*,  to  shine  tortb  ua  the  sun  in  the  king- 
dom of  our  heavenly  Fntber,  then  wilt  thou  receive  thy  blessed  reward, 
and  thy  joy  will  be  full,  autl  uo  man  will  take  thy  crown,  because  thou 
bast  labored  and  not  fainted. 

So  now,  my  dear  brother,  farewell,  in  the  love  of  the  gospel  of  oar 
Lord  Jei^us  Christ.  My  dear  wife  fiends  her  lovo  U)  thce^  and  thy  dear 
wile  and  family,  James  and  Jane  Moon  al^o  ^end  their  love  to  thee, 
and  so  would  many  more,  did  they  know  of  tbi^  freedom.  In  the  great 
sutistiietioa  and  love  \vhicb  for  many  years  wc  have  had  together,  and 
for  each  other,  the  remembrance  of  which  now  rejoices  my  heart,  I 
take  my  leave,  and  remain  thy  affectionate  friend, 

CUUI9T0PHEB  HeALY. 


PROM  EZRA  COMFOKT  TO  J,  TT, 


Whiteinarih,  4th  mo.,  flth,  1847. 

MT  DSAB  AXD  MUCH  ESTEEMED   FHIEXD^  JORX   WILUUii, 

I  received  thy  truly  acceptable  letter  shortly  afler  date.  In  reading 
thy  travail  and  exercise  for  the  pro^perty  of  the  chiireh  I  did  sym- 
pathize and  unite  in  fellow-ieebng  with  thee*  not  doubting  that  thy  divine 
Master  put  thee  forth,  and  went  beibre,  in  that  artluous  service  thoa 
gave  me  »ome  account  of  in  thy  last  letter.  However  trying  such  ser- 
vices may  be,  and  bitter  the  cups  we  may  have  to  drink  of,  yet  ag  we 
aiv  fattliful  to  the  divine  requiring,  there  iis  a  sure  and  heaveidy  re- 
ward granted  unto  us,  that  the  enemies  of  Truth  know  nothing  of, 
nehher  can  tbey  deprive  us  of  it  It  does  appear  to  me,  and  inerea.^- 
ingly  so  of  latter  time,  that  there  can  Ije  nothing  naid  or  done  that  will 
stop  or  cheek  the  torrent  of  apo-stasy,  until  we  are  elojsely  ciifiod  out  of 
tlie  maae  of  corrupt ioti  diat  it*  in  our  once  favored  Society.  I  am  ready 
to  oonclude  that  it  is  permitted,  if  not  oiviered,  that  gooti  may  come  of 
it.  In  the  stale  we  are  in,  bow  could  we  be  as  a  city,  or  as  a  light  set 
on  a  hill,  while  there  is  mj  mueh  diirkuetii  and  c^:>rj'uplion.  Ob,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  the  Lord  hm  mken  the  work  into  h'n  own  hiuid-s,  that  he 
win  Beparate  the  clmfT  from  the  wheat,  and  the  cliaff  he  will  drive  as 
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witli  tlie  wind  from  the  summer  threshing-floor.  It  appears  to  me  that 
this  dispensation  tfirough  wtiich  we  are  parsing,  will  be  more  lry\ng  than 
any  which  our  Society  has  parsed  through.  I  am  ready  to  say,  raay  it 
have  its  perfect  work,  that  the  precious  may  beeomc  ilioriiyghly  sepa- 
rated from  the  vile ;  and  the  remnant  that  will  be  lefl  of  the  sanctified 
and  redeemed,  who  will  have  passed  through  many  and  deep  tribula- 
tions, and  kept  aa  in  the  hollow  of  the  Li^nrs  hiunl,  will  they  not  be 
in  his  own  time  (which  is  the  best  time)  raised  up  as  on  t!ie  top  of  tlie 
mountains  and  exalted  above  tlie  hilU  of  all  empty  professions,  that 
the  visited  souls  raay  once  more  look  upon  our  Zion,  without  seeing 
cause  of  etumblmg,  and  may  thereby  be  induced  to  flock  unto  it  ? 

Some  of  us  sympatiiize  deeply  with  you  ;  the  living  members  every- 
where feel  the  need  of  all  the  comfort  they  can  get.  I  feel  as  if  I  am 
unable  to  write  much.  My  love  and  affection  remains  unchanged 
towaMs  you,  and  I  hope  it  stands  in  (hat  which  can  never  be  broken. 
Please  remember  me  to  thy  dear  wife  and  all  your  children,  as  if 
named.  Thou  art  a  brother  and  fellow-siitFerer  I  trust,  for  tlie  testi- 
mony of  Jesus,  and  art  abundiuatly  in  my  remembrance.  Please  en- 
courage our  friends  with  you,  to  keep  and  possess  their  souls  in  the 
everlasting  patience  of  the  sainta  ;  tell  them  the  Lortrs  work  is  goiog 
OD^  and  will  be  ciirrted  on  to  Ma  own  glory,  and  to  the  everlasting 
peace  of  his  faithful  children. 

Thy  friend,  Ezra  Comfobt. 

PROM   J.    TV.   TO    SAMUEL   TUKE. 


Hopkinton,  10  mo.,  1847. 

MT   I>KAR   FRLEUD, 

The  present  and  future  conditton  and  standing  of  our  religious 
Society  generally,  will  be  acktiowledged  by  all  who  are  well-wishers  to 
tlie  cause  of  primitive  Quakerism,  to  be  a  subject  of  the  deepest  ooo- 
eide ration  and  highest  concernment  to  all  who  are  making  profession  of 
the  blcs&ed  Truth. 

My  mind  has  been  of  late  peculiarly  attracted  towards  my  dear 
friends  on  your  side  of  the  water ;  accompanied  with  the  like  feelings 
which  drew  me  to  your  shores  more  than  sixteen  years  ago. 

This  go.'^pel  love  in  the  covenant  of  life  and  peace,  extending  espec- 
ially towards  all  who  arc  sincere  in  seeking  for  a  blessed  inheritance, 
has  not  been  diminished  by  a  personal  knowledge,  and  actjuaintanoe 
with  so  many  in  that  land ;  among  whom  there  are  not  a  few,  brought 
near,  in  the  loaging  desirc-j  with  which  1  am  sometimes  favored  in  the 
aboundinga  of  the  Lord*s  mercies,     ^or  has  the  lapse  of  time  which 
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has  fimce  passed  away  and  broaght  me  m  much  nearer  to  die  ter- 
minntkm  of  all  ihingi*  htjro»  and  a  hoped-for  iiiberiiuncc  iii  a  beller 
world,  had  any  tendency  to  lessen  in  my  heart  llie  love  of  God^  or 
ffervent  desire  for  the  happint'ss  and  well-being  of  all  my  fellow-profes- 
sors in  your  land. 

In  this  view  of  things,  my  mind  has*  of  late  been  uncxpeete^Ily  turned 
lowanb  thee,  witli  an  intimation  that  it  would  be  right  to  introduce  a 
little  conversation  with  tliee  in  relation  to  the  state  of  things  and  iheif 
probable  result  touching  the  continuation  and  preservation  of  our  Society 
at  large  in  the  <;ame  faith  as  at  the  beginning.  And  it  would  seem  that 
I  coidd  hardly  have  any  occasion  to  say  to  thee,  that  the  eubject  of  sus- 
taining a  correct  faith  in  our  dwtrinL',  ij4  so  serious  in  its  nature  and 
tendency,  as  to  involve  the  great  question  which  relates  to  the  saving 
or  losing  of  our  immortal  souls;  and  imperiously  calls  for  the  avoiding 
of  all  equivocation  and  evujijon,  and  the  adoption  of  a  sincere  and  iu- 
genuoua  confession  of  all  that  we  do  believe  aud  are  intending  to  main- 
tain, in  any  way  relating  to  the  salvation  of  man,  by  and  through  the 
coming  of  oar  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesws  Christ,  and  the  ministration  of  his 
gospel,  m  it  relates  to  all  that  be  htts  done  for  m^m  w^ithout  him,  and 
all  that  he  Iia^  done, and  is  doing  for  hhn,  within  lihn,^ — principles  fairly 
and  fully  included  in  the  nummary  of  Friendfi*  doctrine.  And  it  snfllceth 
me,  on  this  head,  &atisfactoriiy  lo  ascertain  that  a  member  of  the  Sot-iety 
unequivocally  believe?!  in  them,  and  makes  no  secret  reserve.  But  if  he 
profess  the  faith  of  Friend**  aud  at  tlie  sianio  lime,  i;>  either  secretly  or 
openly  allowing  or  supporting  view.s  that  are  repugnant  to  our  doctrine, 
or  h  upholding  the  authors  of  them ;  be  cannot  be  rightfully  acknowl- 
edged a  true  Quaker,  not  yet  a  sincere  follower  of  Christ,  Far  better 
would  be  my  oi»inion  of  one  who  conies  out  openly  and  ingenuously, 
and  <iiy^y  he  think'*  there  arc  errors  in  Friends'  confession  of  faith,  and 
Btandri  ready  to  point  them  out,  and  del'end  his  own. 

I  am  jyersuaded,  my  dear  IriendT  that  thy  understanding  of  doctrinal 
Fuljjects  IS  clear  and  di:»erimjnatingi  and  as  I  trust,  thou  art  so  con- 
seientioufi,  that  none  could  induce  thee  to  yield  to  the  opinion,  that  the 
modern  views  pulihshed  in  England,  are  in  contbrmity  with  Friends* 
doctrine  as  relates  to  the  Holy  Scriptures,  or  tbeir  comparative  stand- 
ing with  the  Holy  Spirit,  or  with  Friends'  doetrioe  of  the  light  of  Christ 
in  man,  or  induce  thee  to  .subscribe  to  those  rooderu  views  on  ju.-^tifica- 
tion,  imputed  righteousness,  &c,  to  or  many  otJiers  wbicii  might  be 
nam**d.  But  if  in  any  of  these  particulars  I  am  mistaken,  and  thy 
opinion  should  be,  tliat  Friends'  original  doctrines  are  susceptible  ot 
modilicatiou  or  improvement,  it  is  my  desire  that  tlioti  would  candidly 
infurm  me  whei-ein.  For  I  have  lull  contidence  in  tliy  frankness  and 
willingness  to  do  so,  if  sucli  be  thy  opinion. 
36  ♦ 
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Wc,  of  the  smaller,  though  original  Yf^arly  ^loetmg  in  New  England, 
(if  the  sustaining  of  the  original  docirinus  eniillcs  us  to  the  iippellation,) 
have  not  as  yet  st'en  it  right  for  us  to  add  a  single  item  to  the  original 
doctrines  of  tlie  Society ;  nor  yet  to  take  so  much  from  them,  or  to 
projwj^e  any  change  in  them  wliatever. 

But  my  dear  friend,  if  thou  haat  found,  or  li^  Friends  in  England  aa  a 
body  have  found,  in  the  opening  of  the  U^ht  of  Truth,  that  some  change 
will  contribute  to  the  good  of  the  Society,  und  to  the  honor  of  Cknl,  or 
to  the  promotion  of  righteousness  in  the  earth,  we  stand  open  to  be  ia- 
formed  of  it.  And  it  is  due  to  the  whole  Soeiety  to  know  in  what  and 
in  how  much  your  view  of  a  change  consisleth  ;  whether  it  be  to  adopt 
the  doctrines  of  J.  J.  Gurney  aa  they  now  are  in  the  hands  of  Friends 
generally,  (as  hy  some  presumed  to  be  intended  because  none  of  them 
have  been  officially  censured  or  condemned,)  or  whether  to  make  other 
change.  Thou  wilt  not,  I  hope  think  these  intcrrogatoriea  intrusive  or 
frivolous,  M^cing  as  we  learn,  that  London  Yearly  Meeting  has  received 
and  appnived  a  highly  commendatory  memoriiU  of  the  author  of  those 
doctrine:?.  And  seeing  too  that  it  is  a  subject  of  the  most  serious  impor- 
tance, what  change,  if  any,  or  what  system  of  doctrines  London  Yearly 
Meeting  >haU  eistahlish,  not  only  on  account  of  its  own  members  but  on 
account  of  the  influence  which  it  will  have  u|>on  Friends  of  other 
Yearly  Meetings  Surely  Friends  in  England  should  not  adopt  a  new 
system  of  doctrine  or  give  any  ground  for  fear  on  that  account  by 
declining  to  esamino  the  modern  doctrines  and  to  contrast  Uiem  with 
the  ancient,  without  advising  fheir  American  brethren  of  tlielr  inten- 
tions ;  a  matter  of  the  utmost  consequence,  as  the  aspect  of  things  now 
b  in  both  countries. 

It  has  been  reported  that  great  unity  was  witnessed  in  London  Yearly 
Meeting,  but  in  those  of  Philadelphia  and  Ohio,  great  dissension,  how- 
beit,  some  are  disi)0:sed  to  a?ik  jf  the  s^anic  proj^rosiiioa  for  the  examina- 
tion of  the  new  doctrines  had  been  made  and  enforced  in  the  former  as  in 
the  two  latter,  would  the  unity  of  the  former  have  Ijeen  undisturbed? 
Eut  the  value  of  unity  is  supposed  to  coii^iist  of  the  right  of  those 
things  in  wdiich  a  body  of  jieoplo  are  anifed,  and  a  dissension  to  be 
measured  by  the  same  rule.  Howbeit,  it  appears  that  things  which 
cause  disunity  in  one  body  do  not  in  another.  And  I  would  ask  thee 
how  can  London,  or  any  other  Yearly  Meeting  continue  their  fellowship 
by  a  mutual  correspondence  with  the  larger  body  in  New  England, 
when  it  is  publicly  known  that  tlie  latter  has  sanctioned  the  violation 
of  moral  principles  as  well  as  those  of  the  Society,  abused  and  pei^ 
verted  its  own  discipUne  and  the  order  of  Friends  in  a  manner  so  fuUy 
demonstrated  to  the  Society  at  large. 

Thy  sincere  friend,  John  Wilbur, 
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Spitnl,  Aberdecu,  11th  mo.,  1847. 
•♦♦**•  Is  there  not  an  uncoranion  backwardness  and  shrink- 
ing on  the  part  of  Penntiylvania  Friends  from  coming  to  the  pointy  which 
of  the  two  Yearly  Meetingii  in  New  England  to  recognize  ?  why  did 
they  not  come  to  thi-5  [)oint  la-?!  Yeurly  Meeting,  for  I  understood  the 
matter  was  the  previous  year  deferred  till  then  with  orders  that  the 
Meeting  for  Sufferings  should  in  the  mean  time  pos^sess  themselves  of 
such  facts  and  data  as  should  assist  the  Yeady  Meeting  in  coming  to  a 

right  decision.     I  have  put  this  question  closely  to  my  friLnd who 

is  just  relurned  from  America  hut  be  avoids  answering  it!     1  fear  he 
too  is  smoothing  over  with  the  plaster  of  love  or  of  lukewarmnes3  ! 

••♦*•*  In  my  \mi  letter  from  dear  Mary  Anne  Hayes  she 
saya  in  reference  to  thy  letter,  "Ah  !  how  cordial  and  touching  was 
lii^  true  mid  tender  siympathy  to  us  who  have  to  take  a  few  steps  in  the 
tribuhited  path  which  dear  J.  W.  has  largely  trodden  and  in  which  he 
has  been  strengthened  to  stand  nobly  for  the  testimony  of  Truth.  When 
thou  writci-t  pleaiic  to  convey  a  message  of  dear  love  to  him  from  us, 
and  tell  hira  we  desire  to  he  borne  livingly  in  his  remembrance  for  good, 
ajs  he  often  is  in  mine,  and  I  hope  the  day  may  come  when  I  shall 
write  to  him  myself.  I  believe  he  feels  and  knows  that  if  1  have  not 
yet  done  so,  it  is  not  because  love  has  grown  ccdd,  not  yet  becauise  we 
shrink  from  owning  him  and  the  good  cause  lor  which  be  is  counted 
worthy  to  suffer," 

•♦♦♦♦*  Oh!  the  many  snares,  the  sight  and  sense  thereof 
makes  one  tremble  for  one's  self — but  the  Lord's  (wwer  is  all  sufficient  to 
guide  strengthen  and  preserve,  and  oh  I  that  I  may  be  l*el[>ed  to  keep 
thereto  to  tlie  end !  I  am  here  in  an  out-of-the-wiiy  corner,  and  hear 
not  so  much  of  what  is  going  on  among^it  us,  so  I  can*t  tell  thee  how 
the  *'  Appeal "  was  received  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings ;  still,  I  trust 
I  am  not  beyond  the  feeling  and  burden  of  things,  iind  mourning  is  the 
covering  of  ray  mind,^and  I  see  no  way  of  escape  for  the  tribulated 
remnant,  except  that  I  know  there  is  nothing  imi>ossible  with  Godl 
The  deplorable  inconsistency  amongst  ua  as  a  people  is  very  sad,  the 
complete  lowering  of  the  standard  of  Truth,  and  often  by  such  as 
ought  to  be  high  bearers  oi^  it,  so  tliat  in  some  places  it  seems  in  vain 
for  the  faithful  ones  to  lifl  up  their  voice,  the  overbearing  Hood  is  so 
mighty ;  and  to  weep  in  secret  and  pour  forth  their  cries  to  Him  who  la 
omnipotent  and  omniscient,  is  all  tiicy  can  do!  There  is  a  sad  wicked 
system  of  persecution  of  sucii  as  lioldj  and  especially  such  as  uphold 
pubiidff^  the  ancient  prioeiples  at  Leeds  iix  Yorkshire,  but  as    fast, 
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nearly,  as  tbey  silence  one,  another  is  raised  up  by  the  Divine  i>ower  I 
The  same  overbeanng  spirit  roig^ns  elsJewhere  ami  itjj«  plausible  influence 
is  mosit  sad  though  not  as  yet  carrying  things  to  the  same  height. 
I  remain  thy  alfecliouate  frienj, 

Lyiha  a.  Bauclat, 


FROM    MARGARET    CRO&FIELD   TO   J*   W. 


I 


LiTerpool,  ad  or  8d  rooEth,  1848. 

MT    DEAR    FRIEND    JOHN    WILnUR. 

I  am   but  little  able  to  reply  to  thy  kind,  fiympatliizing  letler  as  il 

deserves  ;  hwi  I  sun  willing  to  aitetnpt  to  h end  t bee  n  few  line?,  thai  1 
may  not  appear  entirely  insensible  to  thy  at!ectionate  regard  d^!^played 
towanls  a  poor,  sorrowful  widow,  feeble  alike  in  body  and  mind.  My 
dear  husband  s  health  had  declined  much  thc^e  two  years  past,  lii:j 
strength  was  impairi'd  by  excessive  bleeding  trom  the  nose,  which  was 
thought  to  relieve  his  head,  the  slate  of  which  had  given  us  cause  of 
alarm  ;  added  to  this  in  winter  he  was  subject  to  bronchitis,  which  be- 
came chronic,  and  he  was  but  Itttle  free  fmm  cough  and  labonaaa 
breathing;  but  he  went  about  tliough  ranch  enfeebled  in  body,  h>oking 
pretty  weli  in  the  face  i  taking  the  Sulphur  Water  at  Harrowjjate  oftea 
relieved  him.  He  gradually  declined  fri>ni  his  accustomed  activity  ;  but 
was  always  able  to  attend  our  various  meetings,  and  tliligent  in  helping 
therein. 

The  first  day  but  one  before  he  left  us,  he  seemed  quite  as  well  as 
usual ;  we  were  both  twice  at  meeting,  but  next  morning  he  was  poorly 
and  kept  his  bed  with  what  seemed  a  oomttion  cold ;  in  three  days 
seemed  better,  then  relapsed,  and  gi^w  ever  woree  from  tliat  time  not- 
withstanding all  tliat  skill,  care,  and  love  could  do  to  keep  him,  for  we 
were  very  sorry  to  part  with  him*  His  chief  9u!!ering  arose  from  dif- 
ficulty of  breathing  wliieh  nolhing  could  alleviate,  and  in  ten  days  be 
passed  from  us,  in  great  peace  and  resignation,  perfectly  clear  to  the 
last  minute.  I  was  very  ill  of  the  same  complaint,  htit  strengthened  to 
be  with  him  at  the  last,  tltat  last  that  1  iVared  to  think  upon,  tlmt  I 
thought  it  impossible  I  could  bear  to  see,  1  ivas  helped  through.  I 
seemed  in  spirit  to  be  with  him,  on  the  brink  of  Jordan,  and  felt  noth- 
ing but  comfort  and  pcflcefuhiess  in  seeing  him  pass  quietly  away,  our 
three  sons  and  daughter  tenderly  nursed  him  by  niglit  and  by  day ;  to 
them,  to  me,  and  to  many  relations  who  came  to  see  him,  he  addi-essed 
pertinent  counsel.  No,  ray  dear  friend,  he  never  had  at  aay  time  anj 
doubts  or  misgivings  as  to  the  primitive  doctrines  of  Frieads,  nor 
assimilated  in  any  degree  to  those  of  a  contniry  tendency,  and  when- 
ever we  conversed  together  on  those  subjects  to  the  very  last,  il 
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with  the  contmueil  conviction  that  the  sentiments  of  our  early  Frienda 
were  of  the  Truth,  reaching  the  witness  in  our  own  minds,  and  con- 
firmtid  hy  Scripture,  and  we  never  regretted  for  n  nioment  having,  how- 
ever feehly,  endeavored  to  mphohl  the  aucient  testimoniei*  and  doctrines 
taught  bj  Fox,  Barclay,  Pcnn,  and  other  confessors  of  ihc  Truth,  nor  of 
having  published  tliy  letters,  which  first  let  in  a  ray  of  light,  upon  what 
was  acting  and  working  underneath;  and  that  and  itiy  company  and 
labora  preserved  us  and  oura  from  being  carried  away  from  the  Truth 
for  which  I  am  and  ahatl  always  be  truly  tliankful — not  that  we  merited 
it,  but  of  the  Lornl's*  goo<lnes3  and  mercy  bo  preserved  us  fi*om  being 
rfiipwrecked  on  the  rock^,  or  lo-it  in  what  might  be  likened  to  a  specious 
quagmire,  full  of  fine  dazzling  appearances.  I  am  still  of  the  mind 
that  in  this  land  origuiated  all  thc^  perdeoution  that  has  folluwt:d  thee, 
and  that  it  is  yet  fostered  in  the  same  region.  lu  our  parlor  at  Mount 
Vernon  threats  were  used  to  thee,  whicli  I  dare  say  thou  hast  forgotten 
but  I  remember  well,  often  pondering  on  tlioae  thing,-!,  when  I  see  the 
scattered,  poor  state  of  many  who  left  us,  expecting  to  exalt  themselves 
unto  a  church  of  renown.  Many  are  gone  very  low  back  into  the 
world,  some  settled  into  a  dry  form,  all  much  under  prieatcrafl,  one  way 
or  another. 

#«•••«  ^^y  ^^^  Q  g^j^  J  ijj^y-g  passed  through  many  pinch- 
ing things  connected  with  these  changes  and  tronbles — ^met  with  much 
contempt  and  unkindness,  even  from  some  who  seemed  like  bo.-^om 
friends;  we  have  encountt^red  open  reproach,  and  worse»  the  double 
tongue,  but  he  freely  forgave  all ;  we  never  were  free  to  open  much  of 
this  to  thee  knowing  l^ow  great  thy  own  burdens  of  tliis  kind  were, 
and  wished  not  to  add  to  them.  •••♦»♦ 
I  remain  thy  sorrowful  and  afflicted  friend, 

Margabet  Cbosfield. 


FROM   LYDIA   A.    BARCLAY   TO   J,  W, 

Banchory,  near  Aberdeen,  fld  mo.,  lltb,  184S. 
MT  D8A>a  Airn  valued  rmiastif 

******  I  am  myeli  obliged  for  thy  explanation  of  how  mat- 
tars  are  at  Philadelphia ;  it  i.n  exactly  as  1  all  along  suspected !  it  14 
the^  conservative  ones  who  do  so  much  harm  both  thi*re  and  here- 
away. I  would  rather  they  came  plumply  out  and  showed  their  real 
Bide  which  is  that  of  the  new  views  in  Irtiih,  though  they  think  to  put 
on  an  appearauce  of  luve  to  th«  ancient  ones,  and  can  therewitli  make 
fl  feir  show  in  the  He-^h,  which  deceives  even  wjmc  whom  one  w*ould 
think  might  see  througlj  ihem  !     My  dear  friend,  thou  aisks  mo  to  tell 
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thee  who  are  souml  Friemls  here;  tJiere  are  so  few,  who  are  out  and 
out,  nncictit  in  their  feelings  nnd  fnithful  thei'eto,  that  a  child  alas* 
may  nuruher  ihem.     Tlie  iimjority  liiive   iiicHlem  views,  or  else  these 
mi<ldh^  ones*  us  I   Jmve  described ;  and  the  geaeralitj  are  indifferent, 
caring  for  none  of  these  thing.i»  eo  they  can  have  plenty  of  agreeable 
preaclnng.      ••♦•••••• 

My  dear  friend*  I  unite  with  thee,  you  have  no  neeJ  to  be  over  care- 
ful in  regard  to  being  acknowledged  by  other  Yearly  Meetings^ ;  the 
main  thing  is  to  seek  (o  be  preserved  firm,  on  the  alone  Bure  and  right 
Foundation,  tu  humility  and  faith  fulness,  watching  to  keep  your  gar- 
ments &o  that  ye  may  not  he  found  nakt^d — and  then  you  will  not  fail 
to  overcome  evil  with  ^fxnl^  nnd  *' he  that  overcoineth  shall  inherit  ail 
things  and  I  will  be  his  God  antl  he  shall  be  my  son  " — and  this  truly 
ia  more  than  all  tlie  uckutiwledginenta  of  men  !  So  I  desire  you  may 
not  faint  nor  yet  grow  shick,  but  be  steadfast  in  the  divine  counsel, 
immovable  in  the  divine  fear  I  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord  J  forasratjch  us  ye  know  your  hibor  sliall  nevir  be  in  vain  in  the 
Lord,  hut  established  in  his  peace  and  blessing.  Farewell,  my  dearly 
beloved  friend,  my  dear  love  statutes  thee  and  thine  and  all  faithful 
Friends  in  yo«r  land  in  the  Trutli  that  is  unchangeable ;  in  which  I 
remain  thy  sympathiisiug  and  affectionate  friend, 

Lydia  a*  Barclay. 


FROM   J.    W.   TO   ANN   JONES,    OP    CHINA,   MAIKE. 

Hopkioton^  6th  mo.,  8<Wi,  1841 

HT  DEAR  FRIF^'I>, 

Neither  thy  hn^band's  fwiHcitations  for  an  interview,  nor  yet  the 
manner  in  which  he  repmhatcd  the  course  which  I  had  taken,  has  given 
me  any  |iersonal  dislike,  eitber  towards  him  or  tiSiwaixls  thee ;  but  I  can 
address  either  of  you  with  the  same  freedom  as  ever ;  however,  I  do 
lament  the  course  which  you  apjjear  to  have  been  pursuing^ — m  differ- 
ent from  that  which  Icil  me  to  warn  the  Society  against  the  degenerat- 
ing doctrines  which  have  been  largely  spread  abroad  among  us.  An 
obligation  on  my  part  in  conformity  with  the  injunction  of  our  valuable 
di>cij»line,  and  in  acconiance  with  a  sense  of  duty ;  and  like  the  framers 
thei'eof,  I  saw,  or  thought  I  saw,  great  diinger  conse^inent  upon  the  pro- 
mulgation of  such  nt^wa  among  our  members.  The  discipline  enjoins 
ufKin  all  our  C^uarterly  and  Monthly  Meetings,  as  well  as  upon  all 
faithful  Friends,  to  wara  all  oar  members  against  the  spreading,  and 
Oon!*ec[Ui  iilly  against  the  imbibing  of  unsound  doctrines  ;  for  which 
the  reason  k  obvious — ihe  same  which  had  alway^s  induced  lion&st 
Friends  to  endeavor  to  discourage  and  to  put  a  stop  lo  the  circulatickn 
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of  BOtound  doctrines  in  tlie  Society,  and  whj  ?  Because  they  were 
dangerous  to  the  safe  standing  of  oor  members,  and  of  the  Society  at 
larg*:*.  ^ 

But  it  seems  that  many  of  the  larger  Teurly  Meetings  do  not  so  re- 
gard the  dii^^Ttphn**,  and  are  of  a  different  opinion  from  the  Yearly 
Meeting  which  ipi5ued  it,  a.^  Wf41  as  from  all  our  worlliics  hotli  ancient 
and  mwlern-^so  careful  and  zealous  in  detecting  and  in  giving  a  warn- 
ing voice  against  all  unsound  ductrine,  tending  to  draw  away  our  mem- 
bers fipom  their  allegiance  to  Friends'  prineiples.  If  Josiah  Joues*3 
sentiments,  when  my  letter,  to  which  he  alludes,  was  received  in  your 
neighborho<jd,  were  the  wime  as  they  are  now,  in  relation  to  such  a 
question,  there  is  no  marvel  that  ihe  k-tter  was  "unsavory^'  to  him. 
Like  the  early  Friends,  it  was  my  conscientious  concern  that  all  sen- 
timent^  which  were  contrary  to  the  failh  of  Friendj',  shoidd  be  testified 
against.  But  if  it  was  Josiah'a  opinion  that  no  one  should  say  aiight 
against  such  unsound  sentiments,  then  1  do  not  wonder  at  all  ihat  my 
letter  to  Elt  and  Sybil  Jones  was  "  unsavory  "  to  him.  But  how  does 
he  relijih  PrtuFs  testimony  agaitifst  advancing  unsound  doctrinesj  where 
he  pays,  "  But  though  we  or  an  angel  from  heaven  preach  any  other 
go-^pel  unto  you  than  that  we  have  already  rei-eived,  let  him  be 
accursed."  Did  he  not  hereby  enjoin  upon  the  Galatiana  to  condemn 
all  thofle  who  advocated  ailverse  doctrines,  let  them  come  from  whence 
they  may?  ^V'hether  a  Paul  or  a  BuruMbas  from  other  eountrie*',  or 
even  an  angtd  from  iieaven  ?  And  did  not  the  i=ame  apoj^tle  show  that 
the  ditlerence  of  the  savor  consisted  in  the  difft.'rence  of  the  condition 
of  those  addre^^sed,  when  he  said  that  himself  and  tho^ie  who  were  with 
himj  were  the  savor  of  life  unto  life  to  some,  and  the  savor  of  death 
unto  death  to  others?  And  I  do  mo.«*t  sineerely  desire  that  my  friend 
Jo^iah  may  remain  no  longer  in  such  a  comlitioii,  as  that  an  honest  lea- 
timony  against  anti-quaker  views  will  give  him  pain  or  be  unsavory 
to  him ;  nor  yet  in  stjch  a  state  of  mind,  as  that  Paul's  dechiration  to 
the  Galatians,  twice  emphatically  repented,  see  cha[).  1st,  ver.  8  and  9, 
will  be  in  nny  wi.-*e  unplea-'<ant  to  him;  nor  yet  the  care  aii<l  faitlilnl 
measures  taken  by  Philadelphia  and  Ohio  Ye^irly  Meetings,  in  doing  Jis 
I  havedonCt  in  testifying  against  the  false  doctrines  which  an  enemy  has 
canted  to  be  [joured  forth,  for  the  puqio.-^e  of  destroying  the  Lord's  beau- 
tiful, ancient  heritage,  so  dt^ar  to  him,  purchased  with  tln.^  bh.iod  of  }m 
fion,our  Lord,  and  with  the  blood  of  *;aint.s !  And  how  lamentable,  indeed, 
that  the  en*^my  ?*hould  have  beguiled  any  of  the  onee  innocent  Iambi!  of 
the  fold  and  flock  of  Christ,  to  consent  to  joiu  hands  with  those  who  have 
etilkted  in  ilm  work  of  grievous  and  general  dcki^ioii  in  jinnci[>le  among 
the  Lord*^*  people!  Oh  I  my  dear  friend ^  my  hcnrt  ycnms  for  ihy  jrres- 
enration,  and  my  hands  are  lifted  up  to  the  God  and  Father  of  all  our 
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sure  merciGfl,  beseeching  him  that  he  would  rescue  thee  and  all  the  in- 
nocent ones  from  the  paw  of  the  devourer,  by  drawing  you  nearer  and 
nearL*r  iitito  himself,  by  giitheritig  you  out  of  the  strife  of  tongue?,  unto 
his  own  holy,  quiet  and  peaceful  habitation,  where  the  canopy  of  his 
love,  goodness  and  power  will  be  your  protection  and  sure  defence. 
Here,  if  it  might  be,  through  adorable  mercy,  iliy  happy  lot  to  dwell, 
even  the  Hery  darB  of  the  enemy  ^hall  fall  to  the  ground  as  at  thy  feet, 
and  do  I  We  no  harm,  and  no  crf-ature  yhall  be  permitted  to  make  thee 
afniid.  Oh,  then,  my  dear  fellow-pilgrim  for  time,  and  fellow-heir  for 
eternity,  and  for  that  joy  which  is  un?i|ieakable  and  full  of  glory:  I 
beseech  thee  let  no  man  take  away  thy  erowu,  and  suffer  neither  men 
nor  angeb  to  make  thee  bi*lieve  that  Truth  h  a  dehi8ion ;  or  that  the 
way  up  to  Gwl's  holy  kingdom  ha^  been  nmde  wider  than  that  in  which 
our  crucilicd  Lord  walked,  and  in  which  he  required  his  disciples  to 
follow  him.  The  will  of  the  Ha^h  would  have  a  wider  |>atlit  and  less 
rugged,  but  when  our  wills  become  sanctified,  and  by  his  baptizing 
power,  are  moulded  into  a  jierfect  eonfonnily  to  hij^  will,  then  this  nar- 
row way,  in  whieli  our  Loi^  himself  and  hU  disciples  walked*  becomes 
to  us  an  easy,  safe  and  pleasant  path  ;  because  in  it  we  have  the  sweet 
and  joyful  company  and  guidance  of  Him  who?e  glory  fillelh  all  things, 
and  whose  wisdom  in  fitting  our  way  to  our  condition,  is  wonderful, 
and  whot^e  condescending  mercy  and  goodness  in  roan ite sting  his  wiU 
unto  those  who  wait  patiently  on  him,  is  admirable  indeed.  And  his 
favors  in  guiding  their  steps  aright,  calls  for  our  deepest  thankfulness 
and  humble  prostration  before  him  ;  as  well  as  a  desire  for  walking  in 
his  holy  fear,  and  in  great  watchfulnessj  lest  through  the  false  radiance 
of  the  fiillen  angel  we  should  miss  our  way.  But  how  can  any  expect 
to  be  favored  with  the  living  spring  and  life  of  the  gospul  ministn*  who 
give  their  strength  to  tho??e  who  are  laying  waste  this  blessed  faith  of 
the  inward  and  immediate  revelation  of  God's  will  to  men,  by  uphold- 
ing nnd  defending  those  who  have  resorted  to  so  many  turnings  and 
windings  in  order  to  weaken  and  dissipate  our  faith  in  this  very  doc* 
Irine^ — I  say  how  can  such  expect  to  preach  the  gospel  by  the  revela- 
tion of  Jesus  Christ,  or  in  the  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and  with 
power !  How  vain  is  the  repetition  of  many  words  in  our  assemblies, 
(however  good  in  themselves  those  words,)  without  the  renewed  anoint- 
ing ! 

If  any  profess  to  preach  by  the  Spirit  ivhilst  they  are  upholding 
those  who  are  preaching  without  it,  such  are  dishonoring  it,  by  exalting 
the  letter  above  iL  This  is  exceedingly  reprehensible,  because  such 
are  laying  waste  by  their  conduct  that  which  they  profess  by  words  to 
be  building  up ! 

Thy  namesake,  that  eminent  and  faithful  handmaiden  of  the  Lord) 
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(in  Engknd^)  Ann  Jones,  adhered  firmly  to  our  ancient  principles  to 
the  last,  and  died  in  sweet  peace  with  the  Lord.  She  continued  to 
write  to  me  frequently  as  long  as  she  remained  in  mutahilitj,  endeavor- 
ing to  encourage  and  strengthen,  not  uie  only,  but  all  the  honest  hearted. 
Her  desires  and  prayers  were  unceasingly  lifted  up  to  the  Lord  that  he 
would  spare  at  least  a  remnant  of  his  people^  and  give  not  his  whole 
heritage  to  reproach.  And  so  also  the  prayers  of  many  servants  of 
the  Lord  coniiuue  to  he  lifted  up  to  Ilim  whose  ear  is  always  open  to 
hear  the  cries  of  his  childrtin  ;  and  if  they  remain  faithful  to  hira,  and 
to  his  testimonies,  he  will  cause  them  to  grow  and  to  Nourish  fis  the 
green  bay-tree  that  atnndeth  beside  the  waters,  which  bringeth  forth 
fruit  in  it5  season,  and  which  will,  I  trust,  a»  there  is  an  abiding  in  his 
covenant,  be  to  the  pi*aise  of  his  ever  great  and  excellent  nanie. 

But  on  the  other  hand,  however  great  the  number  among  the  tribes 
of  Israel  who  depart  from  his  statutes,  and  from  his  testimonies,  if 
they  will  not  hearken,  but  continue  to  despise  or  lightly  esteem  his 
covenant  and  prefer  their  own  ways  to  his  way.s,  and  shut  their  eyes 
to  the  visions  of  light,  as  at  this  day,  he  will  scatter  them  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  and  they  shall  be  as  other  people* 

The  name  of  the  Lord  is  a  strong  tower — a  mighty  Rock,  whereunto 
the  righteous  flee  and  find  Siifely ;  and  those  who  gather  to  it  and  put 
their  trust  in  hira,  whether  they  be  few  or  many,  fie  hath  promised  that 
he  will  in  no  wise  cast  ofi*.  He  can  increase  the  few  and  exalt  the 
humble,  and  it  is  his  delight  to  do  so  if  they  will  love  and  serve  him. 
lie  can  scatter  and  diminish  the  proud  and  those  who  are  hfled  up,  as 
well  as  the  great  multitude,  who  are  trusting  in  their  numbers,  as  he 
hath  often  done  heretofore,  as  testified  of  in  the  Scriptures. 

But  one  thing  is  sure  and  unfailing.  He  will  have  regard  to  those 
who  serve  him  failhlully,  and  love  him  unreservedly,  and  who  fear 
him  and  tremble  at  his  word !  What  will  avail  the  attempt  of  some  of 
the  Yearly  Meetings  to  bring  about  a  reconciliutiou  or  union  of  the 
whole  body  aa  they  call  it?  li\  what  are  they  to  be  united?  In  the 
views  of  J.  J.  Gumcy  ?  or  in  the  ancient  Friends'  doctrines  ?  If  it  be 
in  the  one  it  cannot  he  in  the  other  ;  lor  it  is  impossible  to  reconcile  Gar- 
neyism  with  ancient  Quakerism^ — if  these  are  amalgamated  together,  it 
will  be  hut  a  heterogeneous  mass  of  absurdities.  Let  each  of  those 
Yearly  Meetings  which  propose  a  coalition,  first  cleanse  their  own  camp 
at  home  by  ftuthfnlly  purging  out  the  leaven  of  unsoundness.  Let 
them  closely  examine  the  new  doctrines,  and  be  willing,  honestly  mid 
scrupulously  to  condemn  and  renounce  all  which  are  not  in  accordance 
with  our  ancient  principles.  And  when  all  unsound  doctrines,  all  un- 
wholesome and  wrong  practices  are  condemned  and  removed  from  the 
difiPerent  Yearly  Meetings,  and  all  such  persons  also  as  will  not  forsake 
37 
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the  same^  then  what  need  of  deputations  to  meet  together  for  UDiting 
on  Cbristian  ground  ?  When  the^e  impediments  are  removed  the  pur- 
[>OBe  will  be  accomplished. 

Gumey's  doclrincs  have  pmdiiccd  the  disunity  in  the  Society,  and 
no  way  can  be  devised  to  restore  a  union  in  the  Troth,  short  of  a  con- 
demnation of  those  doctrines.  All  attempts  to  conceal  and  hide  them 
under  a  veil  of  the  finest  spun  texture,  or  under  the  fairest  possible 
profession  oi\  or  pretension  to  Quakerism,  can  never  restore  the  body 
to  health  and  soundness  until  Gumeyism  is  publicly  oondeianed 
throughout  the  Society. 

The  greater  the  nural>er  who  are  united  in  wrong  opinions,  the  worse, 
because  the  evil  is  so  much  the  more  formidable.  It  h  stated  tliat  no 
less  than  one  hundred  and  sixteen  millions  of  people  are  united  in  the 
idolatry  and  other  atrocities  of  Popery,  under  the  cloak  of  Christianity, 
and  that  there  are  one  hundred  millions  of  the  Mohammedan  religion, 
Giirneyism  approximates  towards  Ejiiseopalianisui,  and  Episcopalianism 
towanls  Komanisra.  Happy  and  dignilied  was  the  advancement  in 
coming  out  from  Romanism  up  to  Qu[Uceri-i,m ;  but  laraeutable  indeed 
are  the  process  and  the  consequences  of  returning  again  thither- 
wanL 

We  have  sufficient  testimony  to  prove  that  the  larger  body  have 
implicated  themselves  in  the  apostate  doctrines  of  Gurney,  for  the 
more  candid  acknowledge  themselves  to  be  in  unity  with  him,  while 
those  who  are  less  so,  will  not  answer  the  question;  but  in  refusing 
they  commit  themselves  to  liis  view?',  as  entirely  as  the  others,  and 
equally  ii^o  do  they  in  refusing  to  say  whether  Gurney*s  doctrines  are 
in  conformity  with  those  of  our  early  Friends.  These  evidences  go 
to  confirm  in  the  strongest  manner  those  which  we  have  heretofore 
puldished  to  demonstrate  that  the  larger  \iodj  generally  have  fully  iden- 
tified themselves  with  the  views  of  J.  J.  G.,  and  therefore  are  not 
I*riends ;  and  their  attempts  to  hide  their  condition  from  the  well 
informed,  are  vain  and  futile. 

Well  then,  my  dear  Ann,  to  evince  to  thee,  as  above  stated,  that 
Gurney's  views  are,  in  many  fond  amenta!  points,  palpably  at  variance 
with  those  of  our  Society,  I  would  refer  thee  to  the  divers  contrasts 
which  have  been  made  by  plain  extracts  from  Gurney,  placing  them 
side  by  side  with  those  from  early  Friend*,  so  that  any  person  who  can 
read  and  understand  our  language,  and  more  es[>ecially,  if  he  be 
blessed  with  the  perceptions  of  Truth,  can  but  see  the  dilference ;  and 
the  evident  perversion  of  our  sentiments  by  J,  J.  G.  I  would  refer 
thee  to  those  taken  by  Wra.  Hodgson,  Jr.,  by  our  Quarterly  and 
Yearly  Meeting,  by  Philadelphia  Yearly  Jleeting,  with  comments, 
and  lastly  by  thy  correspondent,  in  his  appendix  to  tlie  '*  Narrative 
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and  Expositioti/'  Ai]d  althoagh  tt  may  be,  a^  Gurney's  books  have 
gone  through  many  editionsj  in  different  type,  that  the  passages  quoted 
may  not  compare  in  all  his  works  alike,  yet  the  extracts,  by  diligent 
search,  will  be  found  correotf  and  die  sentiments  will  be  found  to  be 
hie  verbatim.  Guniey's  defence  entitled,  "  Calumny  Refuted,"  does 
not  charge  any  one  with  incorrect  (|uotations. 

Finally  to  coi»clude,  I  would  refer  thee  to  the  authority  of  Robert 
Barclay  to  decide  the  question  as  to  which  party  are  the  separatists ; 
be  iays,  "  ifuU  those  who  depart  from  ike  doctrinu  are  ihs  stparatisti" 

And  all  impartial  and  candid  people,  without  the  ScM^iety,  are  clear 
in  detenniriin^,  aa  by  common  sense  it  ifi  determiried,  that  those  who 
tiphold  and  defend  the  author  of  the  new  doctrines,  are  the  separatists 
and  have  become  another  people.  One  editor  of  a  religious  periodical 
says,  that  Gumey'a  doctrines  and  the  doctrines  of  Fi-iends  are  as  differ- 
ent as  are  Anninianism  and  Calvimsm,  a  judgment  from  which  no  im- 
partial reader  of  botli  will  dissent. 

However  un!*avory  this  letter  may  be  to  Josiah,  it  is  but  duo  to  him 
to  have  the  reading  of  it ;  for  it  is  unto  him  as  well  as  to  thyself.  I 
would  also,  that  my  dear  friends  EU  and  Sybil  Jones  may  see  it ;  and, 
be  OMured  my  dear  Ann,  that  any  remarks  if  written  in  good  feeling, 
in  reply  to  it,  by  any  of  you,  will  be  kindly  received,  and  carefully 
md  by  me. 

Joim  Wilbur. 


FBOM   J.    W.   TO    LTDIA    A.    BARCLAY, 


Hopkinton,  7th  m<).,  15th,  1848. 

XT  DRAR   ATTD  WKU^IlKMlVKD  FmtCHD, 

Altliough  I  am  indebted  to  thee  for  a  good  letter  written  from  Scot- 
land, yel  I  had  fondly  anticipated,  that  after  the  Yearly  Meeting  in  Lon- 
don, thon  would  inform  me  by  letter,  how  things  transpired  there ;  yet» 
not  baring  the  satirsfaction  of  receiving,  eitlier  from  ihee  or  any  other 
hand,  any  aerount  of  the  Warly  Meeting  of  women  Friends,  I  iVIt  that 
I  must  wait  no  longer  for  a  letter,  but  endeavor,  however  incompetent  I 
feel  for  it,  to  answer  thy  \ery  interesting  and  obliging  epistle  of  M  mo., 
lUh,  Some  j)aPt>*  of  the  account  of  the  miMi's  Yearly  Meeting,  as 
stated  in  the  *'  British  Friend,"  is  indeed  very  interesting.  That  some 
were  undaunted  in  upholding  tlie  Truth,  and  exposing  the  error  of  its 
opponents,  and  so  honest  in  saying  wiiere  the  error  originated,  was  truly 
cheering  to  Friends  here;  and  evinces  that  a  shaking  time  is  to  come 
tii^on  those  strong  ones,  who  fiave  dan^d  to  set  their  hearts,  if  not  lift 
up  their  hands  nginnst  the  Lord's  own  pi*ecions  (estimonio*,  so  dear  to 
him  and  his  faithful  ones — to  tlioae  who  know  him  and  love  him  with 
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their  whole  hearts.  Oh  I  the  cup  of  trembling  must  and  will  be,  sooner 
or  Inter,  given  to  the.^e  perverters  of  Truth,  to  drink,  if  there  la  not  a 
reluming  spectlily  unto  Him  whom  they  have  rejected — unless  deep 
repentance  is  witnessed ;  for,  alas*,  ihc  day  will  come  when  they  cannot 
turn  I  heir  eyes  from  looking  on  kirn  whom  they  have  pierced!  Then 
will  they  not  call  for  the  mountains  to  fall  on  them,  and  the  rocks  to 
cover  them  from  his  sight,  if  they  shall  not  have  repented  before  thjU 
dreadful  day  conic  ?  0»  I  long»  if  it  be  a  possible  thing,  that  these  may 
bow  in  mercy  to  the  Lord's  righteous  judgraents,  before  the  day  of 
retribution  shall  have  passed  over  their  tabernacle!  When  men  get 
wrong,  and  their  vision  is  darkened,  bow  ineonsistent  they  will  be ; 
however  powerful  ihey  had  been  in  the  understanding  and  wi.«dom  of 
men,  they  will  err  in  vii^ion,  they  will  stumble  in  judgment!  How  vain 
and  short  sighted  for  those  in  London  Yearly  Meeting,  at  whose  door 
lies  the  blame  of  disunity  in  the  American  churches, — because  they 
would  not,  when  in  their  power,  suppress  the  unsound  doctrines  which 
produced  those  dissensions^  but  encouraged  the  sending  of  them  to 
America, — I  say,  how  inconsistent  to  propose  lending  their  assistance 
by  an  epistle,  for  the  reconciliation  of  the  American  Friends,  whilst 
on  their  own  shoulders  the  blame  resteth,  for  the  going  abn:>ad  of  the 
unsonnd  doctrines  which  are  the  sole  cause  of  the  disunity  now  existing 
in  the  American  Yearly  Meetings,  and  they  manifestly  continue  to  up- 
hold those  doctrines.  Might  they  not  aa  well  have  said  at  once,  let 
this  Yearly  Meeting  advise  the  American  Yearly  Meetings  to  be 
reconciled  to  all  the  doctrines  which  have  been  written  by  J.  J.  Gumey 
and  Edward  Ash,  because  we  allow  their  circulation  without  hinderance 
or  molestation,  and  they  are  to  be  embodied  with  the  doctrines  of 
Friends,     Alas  \  what  a  heterogeneous  mass  of  incongruities  ! 

Now  look,  my  dear  friend,  at  the  minute  this  year  recorded  on  the 
Ycady  Meeting  hooks,  "as  a  united  body  upholding  our  ancient  stand- 
ard of  faith  and  practice,  in  all  its  fulness,  spirituality  and  simplicity, 
we  desire  to  dwell  under  the  weight  of  this  concern/'  whilst  not  far 
distant,  as  I  supi^se,  on  the  sanae  book,  stanfls  recorded  the  fullest 
approbation  of  J.  J.  G.  and  E.  Fry,  whose  doctrinal  writings  and  prac- 
tices are  cherished  by  the  leading  members  of  London  Yeariy  Meeting  ! 
How  palpably  opposed  to  every  idea  of  candor,  integrity  and  consis- 
tency !  How  can  men  become  so  lost  to  the  understanding  of  our  lan- 
guage, and  the  perceptions  of  Truth  on  their  minds,  as  to  be  prepared 
for  such  attempts ;  even  to  mingle  together  truth  and  error,  light  and 
darkness  ?  For  as  well  might  they,  as  to  attempt  mingling  together  in 
one,  the  doctrines  of  Friends  and  those  of  Gurney,  Or  is  it  rather  their 
intention,  that  as  the  latter  are  more  agreeable  to  the  natural  mind,  they 
should  spread  and  overshadow  the  former,  as  it  is  to  be  feared  they 
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have  alreadj  done  in  many  places?  Oh  i  what  dreadful  havoc  they 
have  made  and  are  making^  witJi  the  Lord's  people.  If  they  should 
succeed  aa  far  aa  their  desire  would  evidently  lead  them,  what  an  im- 
meiidity  of  condemnation  must  await  them  ;  and  it  wouhl  be  a  marvel 
if  a  fearful  I*x>king  for  of  judgment  does  not  already  greatly  trouble 
their  lonely  momenta.  When  togetherj  by  receiving  honor  one  of 
another,  they  i^un  seem  to  make  it  do  somewhat  tolerably  ;  but  when 
tJiey  feel  that  God  only  is  present  with  them,  how  can  they  endure 
their  own  condition,  and  how  soon  attempt  to  ily  ?  How  diSerent  ia 
llie  work  of  turning  many  from  righteousneti^,  from  that  of  turning  many 
unto  righteousness.  Oh  I  can  but  compassionate  their  tondition  and 
crave  that  the  Lord  would  forgive  and  interfere  with  his  mighty  power, 
and  deliver  them  from  the  impending  ruiu.  And  how  thankful  it  be- 
comes us  to  be,  ttiat  we  have  not  been  left  to  make  shipwreck  of  the 
living  faith  in  the  gospel  powex!  O,  we  should  not  consiider  it  to  be 
because  we  are  better  than  they,  but  of  hi^  wondeHul  and  abounding 
mercy  !  And  my  dear  sister,  how  it  behooveth  us  to  walk  in  fear,  and 
in  much  trembling  before  him  lest  we  also  fall ;  for  it  must  be  through 
the  humblest  intercession  and  wrestling  witlj  God,  that  we  ciin  be  spared 
from  the  hidden  snares  of  the  destroyer  I  Oh  !  then  we  will  unite  in 
prostrating  ourselves  before  the  God  of  our  fathers,  that  he  would 
deign  of  his  mercy  to  keep  us  as  he  kept  them,  and  prosper  the  feeble 
work  of  our  hanils,  only  by  and  through  his  holy  help,  in  assisting  to 
keep  alive  a  remnant  of  his  diiUlren,  by  whom  his  great  and  excellent 
name  may  be  lionoi'ed,  and  that  the  nations  may  be  made  to  know 
that  there  is  a  God  who  walketh  and  judgeth  in  the  earth. 

Thou  wilt  probably  see  an  account  of  our  Yearly  Meeting  in  the 
"  Bntish  Friend."  And  it  is  a  oonsobtion  to  find  that  otir  number  has 
not  diminislied,  nor  their  laith  failefh  And  however  small  that  num- 
ber, we  (eel  to  have  no  cause  to  lament  our  condition^  but  rather  to 
rejoice  thjit  we  are  of  one  heart  and  one  mind  in  the  faidi  of  the  an- 
citnt  doctrines  of  Friends.  And  my  desire  and  pniyer  is  tliat  we  may 
nnt  only  keep  the  faith  of  the  early  Friends,  but  be  favored  to  live 
such  lives  as  they  lived. 

Thy  ever  sincere  friend, 

John  Wilbur. 
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TBOM   J.   W,    TO    SMITH   UPTON, 


Hopkintoa,  7th  mo.,  Sd,  1848. 
mr  DEAB  rnxKiro, 

Persuaded  as  I  am  that  the  principles  of  Friends  are  grounded  on 
primitive  Cbristianity,  leading  more  directly  and  more  entirely  than 
those  of  any  other  people,  when  practically  observed,  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  one  great  object  premised  by  the  gospel  of  our  Lord*  I 
have  lonjT  considered  that  a  faithful  support  and  raainteuance  of  them 
by  a  holy  life  and  conversation,^^lhcrei»y  clenriy  demonstrating  by 
living  cxpericfiee  their  efficacy  and  the  truth  of  what  we  profess, — 15  a 
matter  of  the  greatest  imiK>rtatice  of  anything  which  devolves  up»on 
those  under  our  name  in  the  present  day*  Indeed,  as  our  profeaskm, 
rednced  to  practice,  throiio:h  the  ^>ower  of  Truth,  is  preeminently  pro- 
ductive of  consummate  righteousness,  its  success  and  prevalence  is  of 
gnjaier  consequence  in  the  world  than  anything  beside  that  can  be 
named.  Hence  how  needful  it  was  and  how  needful  it  remains  to  be, 
that  this  people  ealled  Quakers,  who  were  through  the  power  of  an 
endless  hfa  redeemed  from  iniquity,  placed  and  established  ypon  that 
safe  foundation  (other  than  which  no  man  can  lay)  should  have  abode, 
and  should  continue  to  abide  on  this  foundation,  which  is  Christ  Jesus 
the  Rock  of  Age^.  It  is  only  by  and  through  the  power  of  Truth  that 
this  can  be  witnessed,  to  the  raising  up  and  keeping  alive  of  the  image 
of  God  in  the  souls  of  men,  evincing  to  such  that  the  church  must 
stand  on  the  Rock  and  must  be  manifested  to  be  so  standing,  by  her 
fruits,  confirming  tliereby  the  doctrine  that  Jesus  Christ  is  como  in 
the  flesh,  and  in  the  hearts  of  the  true  beUevers,  ruling  and  reigning 
there. 

Now  whilst  the  church,  through  walchfuhiesa  and  vigihtnce  abides 
here,  all  keeping  a  ssingle  eye  to  Christ  the  Light,  witnessing  tlie  indis* 
pen  sable  blessing  of  being  baptized  by  the  one  Spirit  into  the  one 
body,  so  long  will  peace  and  harmony,  faith  and  good  fruits  abound. 

But  if  unhappily  the  church  shall,  through  un watchfulness  and  the 
stratagems  of  the  enemy,  slide  from  this  Ibundation,  alas!  how  soon 
will  the  oneness  and  the  unity  be  lost,  because  she  has  broken  that 
spiritual  bond  of  union  which  alone  it  wa3  that  kept  her  within  the 
sound  enclosure  and  upon  the  sure  ground.  Consequently  she  becomes 
broken  to  pieces  and  scattered  abroad  and  is  exposed  to  dissension,  and 
to  whatever  wind  of  doctrine — under  whatever  name  through  the  artifice 
of  men — the  enemy  may  suggest.  Whilst  she  thus  remains  estranged 
and  ofl^  the  foundation,  and  scattered,  who  can  reconcile  her  to  God, 
and  her  wandering  tribes  or  sons  one  to  another?     There  is  no  device 
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of  man  or  of  the  sons  of  men  that  can  bring  about  a  spiritual  union, 
a  Christian  fi^llowship,  or  a  heavenlj  reconciliation,  whilst  the  church 
and  her  children  are  in  an  apostate  condition,  or  until  they  can  he 
brought  back  from  their  sUddcn  condition  to  that  Rock  on  which  she 
was  bulk ! 

If  men  had  power  to  tame  and  »ubdae  the  fallen  angel  whose  name 
is  Legion,  and  who  would  feign  pofisess  the  swine,  rather  than  have  no 
abidance  on  the  earth,  then  let  it  be  aupi>osed  that  men  cun  reconcile  in 
one  all  those  who  are  seeking  to  rest  the  sole  of  their  foot  on  other 
foundation,  including,  not  only  apostate  Quakers  under  the  name  lliek- 
fiites  and  Gnrneyites,  but  (as  well)  all  unsoood  profes.sors  under  every 
name  i  When  the  primitive  cliurch  was  sliding,  and  had  slidden 
from  the  true  foundation,  then  dissensions  arose  by  means  of  false 
doctrineij  brought  in,  leading  to  corrupt  practices.  Whereupon,  in 
order  to  prevent  division,  an  arm  of  flesh  was  resorted  lo  by  her  lanky 
leaders,  tii*st  by  ecclesiastical  authority  in  order  to  coerce  all  hi-r  mem- 
bers to  a  conformity  with  the  corrupt  sentimentft  sacrilegiously  brought 
in  J  but  this  kind  of  authority  failing  to  effect  the  desired  purpose,  they 
Bought  for,  and  in  the  e\'ent  possessed  themselves  of  the  full  exercise 
and  contixjl  of  the  secular  power,  whereby  ihey  were  eniilited  to  force 
men  to  a  kind  of  unity,  and  conformity  to  their  will  and  pleasure,  and 
by  the  most  arbitrary  means  they  did  for  a  long  time,  and  in  a  great 
degree  bind  tlie  body  fast  to  their  decrees,  and  mostly  prevented  the 
annoyance  of  open  dissensions.  But  had  there  been  strength  enough  m 
the  primitive  church,  mid  that  strength  seasonably  and  faithfully  exer- 
cised in  averting  this  departure  in  ilie  beginning  by  individual  dealing, 
in  the  authority  of  Truth,  with  all  those  who  brought  in  false  doctrine, 
and  had  ihe  judgment  of  Truth  been  placed  upon  them,  then  the 
church  might  have  been  spared  from  her  ajxistate  and  lust  condition* 
But,  alas !  what  was  the  worth  of  that  unity  or  outward  conformity, 
which  was  through  the  most  subtle  contrivance  forced  upon  the  nominal 
Christian  church  ?  Nothing  at  all,  nay  a  thousand  Umaa  worse  than 
nolliing;  becnuse  the  greater  the  number  that  are  brought  to  join  in 
wrong  things,  the  greater  the  evil  and  the  more  injurious  and  lament- 
able the  consequences.  But  tliia  13  the  way  that  the  church  in  ita 
kpsed  condition  from  the  Truth,  has  ever  been  found  to  be  at  work, 
exercising  every  possible  means  within  its  reach  to  gather  the  multitude 
to  itseif,  and  to  reconcile  them  to  its  own  ways. 

Seeing  in  "  The  Friend  "  thine  and  thy  brother  Paul  s  names  among 
Others  appointed  by  New  York  Yearly  Meeting,  as  a  deputation  to 
meet  other  similar  bodies  at  Baltimore,  for  the  profef^sid  purpose  of 
**  restoring  the  Society  to  the  unity  and  fellowship,  that  formerly  char- 
acterized it,"  I  felt  that  I  wanted  lo  ask  thee,  (supposing  thou  knew, 
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being  one  of  the  committee,)  bj  what  meatig,  and  into  what  condition 
the  Society  were  intend^**!  to  be  restored?  Whether  into  a  oneness  of 
faith  as  well  us  into  outward  unity.  There  eotild  be  nothing,  I  believe, 
that  would  give  me  greater  joy  than  to  i?ee,  wliilst  I  am  here,  all  who, 
are  profu5r*in«jf  to  be  Friends,  brought  into  a  fit  eondition  by  the  power. 
of  Truth  for  a  union  in  the  covenant  and  fellowship  of  ihe  gospel  of 
Chrijit.  I  know  ol"  htit  one  outwai'd  medium  through  which  it  can  be 
effuctod.  Neve rthelciisjf  such  ciui  be  tii  any  degree  the  Lord  knoweth* 
However,  the  slep  you  have  taken  wouhl  &eem  to  induce  one  to  sup^ 
pose  that  you  have  measures  in  view,  and  at  least  a  little  faith  to  be- 
lieve that  those  measures  would  succeed  in  etfecting  the  object.  It  is  mosi 
pixjbahlc  that  a  large  majority  (however  ginevons  to  all  honest  Friends) 
of  those  professing  orthodox  Quakerism,  are  sati^^fied  with,  or  what  ifl 
equivalent  to  the  same  things  have  no  testimony  to  bear  against  the 
doctrines  of  X  J.  Grurney,  and  that  the  bulk  of  New  York  Yearly 
Meeting  is  indu<lt*d  therein^ — circtimstant^s  which  naturally  leail  to  the 
question,  is  it  yotir  desire  or  intention  to  bring  all  otherss  either  openly 
or  covtiFtly  to  a  reconciliation  with  these  doctrine:*?  Now  the  con- 
fidence which  I  have  in  thy  candor  induces  me  to  hope  that  thou  wilt 
not  withhold  from  Friends  anywhere,  who  inquire,  your  object  or  the 
premiijes  cantera|datei.L  But  if  your  intention  is  otherwise,  I  would 
ask,  do  you  expect  to  testify  specitically  against  the  unsound  doctrines 
of  Guniey,  and  fully  to  rid  the  Society  at  large  from  them ;  so  that 
it  may  again  ]>e  restored  to  a  unity  and  fellowship  in  its  primitive 
doctrines?  Or  diflerent  from  either,  can  any  one  be  per:suaded  that 
you  propose  only  to  bring  about  a  nominal  unity,  without  that  unity 
being  grounded  on  any  specific  doctrines  and  testimonies  whatever,  and 
altogether  regardless  of  the  past,  whether  the  doctrines  of  ancient 
Friends  or  those  directly  the  reverse  ai*e  held  and  beUeved  in  the 
Society  ?  If  a  *'  unity  and  fellowship  "  Ciin  be  experienced  by  men, 
without  regard  to  doctrines,  good  or  bad,  then  that  unity  and  fellowship 
cannot  be  valid ;  but  exists  only  in  name,  and  must  needs  include  all 
the  professors  of  religion  of  any  sort ! 

Touching  such  a  view  as  this^  la;5t  mentionetl,  let  us  hear  Robert 
Barclay*  He  says,  "  If  the  apostles  of  Christ  of  old,  and  the  preach- 
ers of  the  everlasting  gospel  in  this  day,  had  told  all  people,  how* 
ever  wrong  they  found  them  in  their  faith  and  principles :  Oar  chanty 
mid  lore  is  such  we  dare  not  judt/e  jfow,  nor  separate  from  yoit,  but  lei 
Ui  all  Uve  in  love  together^  and  every  one  etijotf  his  own  opinion  and  aU 
will  be  welL  How  (&ays  he)  should  the  nations  have  been  ? "  ^ke. 
Again  he  says:  **  would  not  the  devil  love  this  doctrine  well?"  Aa 
easy  question  to  answer. 

Thou  may  find  raoi^e  sentimenta  appropriate  to  the  point,  from  page 
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512  onward,  in  the  first  volume  of  Barclay's  works.  If  love,  unity  and 
cliarity  are  to  cover  up  and  hide  all  jjernicious  doctrines,  why  did  the 
apostle  testify  so  zealously  against  them,  and  prohibit  any  fellowship 
with  them  and  their  authors  ?  or  has  the  nature  of  suck  tilings  changed 
since  his  time  ?  But  evidence  is  not  wanting  to  prove  that  the  great 
maB3  of  our  people  in  New  England  are  taught  to  beheve  that  there  is 
no  es&ential  difference  between  Gumey's  doctrines,  and  the  doetnnes  of 
Friends  ;  and  I  apprehend  that  it  is  in  this,  if  not  in  many  other  Yeiirly 
Meetings,  so  promulgated  by  the  Gumey  party  generally,  however  ex- 
tremely absurd  it  is ;  consequently  if  a  general  dele^tioti  should  ever 
go  lo  the  fullest  extent,  in  a  literal  avowal  of  our  ancient  doctrines^  but 
should  make  no  clear  and  specific  disavowal  of  the  exceptionable  doc- 
trines of  J,  J.  G.,  all  their  efforts  for  a  reconciliation  must  prove  a  curse 
instead  of  a  blessing  because  many  unsuspecting  people  might  thereby  be 
misled,  and  would  undoubtedly  be  drawn  into  an  ajijirehen^ion  thai  inas- 
much as  Gurney*s  doctrines  had  been  widely  sprea^i  in  the  Society  by 
its  leatlers,  and  defended  by  the  greater  number  of  Friends,  and  now  in 
no  sort  disapproved  by  name,  or  prohibited  by  the  grand  coramittee 
from  all  the  Yearly  Meetings,  they  would  be  considered  by  many  to  be 
aound  and  safe  doctrines ;  and  so  being  most  agreeable  to  tlie  natural  man, 
may  cause  die  utter  apostasy  of  hundreds  or  of  thousands.  Suppose  the 
Hicksite^s  should  appoint  deputations  in  the  same  way,  and  ostensibly 
for  the  same  purpose ;  and  when  met  should  fully  avow  the  ancient 
Friends' doctrines,  but  should  studiously  avoid  condemning  Elias  Hiclvrt's 
doctrines  how  much  I  would  a-sk,  would  that  do  towards  restoring  all 
parties  to  the  unity  and  fellow-ibip  that  formerly  characterized  the  So- 
ciety ?  We  know  that  they  have  always  held  out,  and  professed  tfiat 
they  believe  entirely  the  doctrines  of  ancient  Friends.  Nevertheless, 
they  have,  and  they  do  at  the  pi-esent  time,  seldom  fail  when  i>ccasion 
offers,  to  eulogize  the  memory  of  Elias  Hicks,  just  as  the  Iea<lers  do  in 
most  of  the  Yearly  Meetings  the  name  of  Joseph  John  Gurney  ;  so  the 
London  Yearly  Meeting  this  very  year,  have  placed  on  their  records  the 
profession  "of  upholding  our  ancient  standard  of  faith  and  practice  in 
all  its  fulness,  spirituality  and  simplicity,  and  a  desire  to  dwell  under  the 
weight  of  this  concern,'*  whilst  not  far  distant  on  the  same  book  fitand 
reconled  high  eneomiuuis  on  the  religious  character  of  J.  J.  Gurney 
and  E.  Fry ;  whose  heterodoxy  they  cannot,  as  yet,  be  induced  to  dis- 
claim or  condemn.  Were  the  ancient  Friends  addicted  to  !<ui;h  con- 
tradictory proceedings?  Those  abiding  in  the  Truth,  I  think  were 
never  caught  in  such  absurdity.  Does  New  York  Yearly  Meeting 
think  that  an  association  or  outward  coalition,  (like  some  modern  notion- 
alists,) of  all  the  Christian  professions  and  denominations  without  any 
change  of  their  principles,  would  be  consistent  in  the  Divine  mind;  or 
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that  il  would  be  an  improvement  in  what  U  called  Christendom  ?  Is 
not  a  contention  with  eri'or  nnd  evil,  and  a  separation  from  it  better 
than  to  be  at  peace  with  it  ?  The  i<lea  that  pei>|ile  of  adverse  doctrines 
can  ^elj  wulk  2ind  usitooiate  together  tu  religious  fellowship,  coD- 
fliets  entii'eiy  with  that  wiHlom  and  Christian  economjf  which  led 
George  Fox«  and  those  of  one  heart  and  one  mind  with  hinti,  Iq  separate 
themselves  from  the  confufiion  of  tongues  among  the  different  professors, 
and  lu  bei>ome  gathered  into  a  SiX'iety  by  themst'lvea. 

If  the  different  Yearly  Meetings  couid  he  favored  to  purge  their 
own  camps  from  unsound  doetrine*,  (which  surely  they  might  if  they 
have  not  become  ajiOHtale  themselves)  they  wotdd  then  become  as  that 
little  but  ^und  Yearly  Mectinj?  of  Friends  in  New  England,  is  in  heart 
and  mind  of  one  principle,  fully  enihmcing  that  of  the  early  Friend*, 
clear  from  Hiek.sism  and  without  Gumeyism^  humbly  hoping  and  desir- 
ing:, through  the  Lord's  mercies,  to  be  enabled  to  stand  fast  in  Quakerism 
withmit  alloy.  If  all  might  be  favored  through  tnfiiiite  intTcy  to  hold 
fast  simply  to  tlii^,  there  would  mt'thinks  be  not  much  need  of  a  Congre^ 
of  deputies  to  harmonixe  together  the  different  Yearly  Meetings,  for  ad 
one  was  so  would  all  be.  Let  all  the  Yearly  Meetings  then,  which 
have  not  already  done  so,  give  forth  a  public  teatiraony  against  unsound 
doctrines,  which  have  of  late  been  the  eole  root  and  gnjund  of  disunity 
in  the  Society ;  and  then  let  the  dtmpline  be  exercised  in  the  proper 
department ,  and  in  the  wijiflom  and  authority  of  Truth  over  those,  if 
any  there  ^lould  be,  who  will  not  conform  to  such  a  decii*ion  ;  then 
unity  will  be  restored.  Now,  my  dear  friend,  to  conclude,  1  would  say, 
that  ii6  things  now  are  in  the  Society,  I  see  no  other  wiiy,  nay,  I  tliink 
there  can  be  no  other,  for  restoring  the  Society  to  the  unity  of  I  he  spirit 
in  the  bond  of  peace,  and  to  the  only  true  fellowship,  but  by  pur^iny 
otit  tfifil  which  has  been  and  i/et  is  the  root  of  dissension  ;  but  if  in  thy 
apprehension,  and  in  ihy  brother's  there  is  any  other  way  or  any  other 
measures,  whereby  such  a  dignified  purpo.se  can  be  effected,  thou  wilt 
be  pleased,  I  hope,  in  the  like  freedom  in  which  I  have  written  thee  to 
state  to  me  your  views  Ihereon,  and  much  oblige  tby  ever  sincere 
friend,  John  Wilbcr. 


FROM   LYEHA    A,    BARCLAY   TO   J.    W. 


Spital,  AberdMH,  ScoClAnd,  7th  mo.,  27tb,  1848. 
MY  ukab  and  valukd  frieisd, 

I  am  only  just  returned  home  from  the  Yearly  Meeting  nnd  visit* 
ing  ray  dear  relatives  and  frientb  in  the  neighborhood  of  London,  and 
hadten  to  salute  ihee  in  renewed  (yet  ancient)  love  by  this  i>acket ; 
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anil  shall  be  much  pleased  to  receive  a  letter  from  thee,  and  to  know 
by  it  at  wliat  time  thou  received  my  last,  wliich  I  sent  thee  the  middle 
of  3d  mo.,  in  answer  to  Ihy  atlei-tioiinte  solitfjlude  about  my  health  !  I 
wn*  at  iliat  time  about  lo  visit  the  families  in  two  meetings  of  this 
small  Alonthly  Meeting,  which  through  divine  merey  and  help,  I  was 
enabled  to  do,  to  my  great  relief,  and  waa  favored  with  the  flo wings  of 
peace  very  uinvorthily  ;  my  way  seemed  opened  and  my  month  too»  after 
having  been  ^hut  np  for  near  a  year,  almoi?t  entirely ;  and  though  very 
weak  in  body,  I  waa  gracioudly  sn^tained.  •  ♦  •  •  •  'j'jj^ 
epistle  from  Philadelphia  has  been  usually  read  on  the  first  opening  of 
the  meeting,  before  entering  on  the  queries,  and  with  much  eoleran 
quiet  and  impression  of  mnnner^  but  last  year  and  this  year  it  was 
thrust  last  of  all,  and  into  an  afternoon  sitting,  (as  it  were  in  dij^respect.) 
It  was  a  beautiful  epistle,  and  excellently  adapted  to  our  true  state ; 
but  it  touched  too  closely  for  some  to  bear,  on  the  difference  between 
the  true  and  the  false  love  and  unity,  and  how  the  enemy  can  trans- 
form himself  into  the  appearance  of  an  angel  of  love  as  well  ns  of 
light.  Therefore  our  troubles,  (that  is,  our  apparent  ones,  for  much 
quiet  had  prevailed  before,)  commenced  when  the  committee  sat  on 
the  subject  of  answering  this  epistle,  which  was  the  llflh  day  of  the 
lir?t  week,  for  as  soon  as  it  was  read,  divers  Friends  declared  it  had 
been  dictated  by  the  wisdom  of  the  evil  one,  and  written  in  a  wrong 
spirit,  and  had  the  savor  of  death,  and  therefore  it  should  not  be  an- 
swered !  AVhilst  a  few  of  the  faithful,  suflTering  remnant  expressed 
tJieir  feeling  tlmt  it  had  the  savor  of  life,  and  desired  a  sub-committee 
might  be  named  to  answer  it.  Those  who  had  the  sway  were  the 
strongest  and  most  determined  in  their  expressions,  and  it  waa  concluded 
not  lo  answer  it.  ♦  *  *  *  *  *  At  the  next  sitting  of  the 
commiilee  on  epistles,  (7th  day,)  dear  Hannali  Marsh,  of  Croydon, 
was  made  m  innocently  bold  as  to  bring  forward  again  tlie  sub- 
ject of  the  Philadelphia  epistle,  she  not  having  been  present  before, 
and  one  or  two  otliera  seconded  her,  deairing  that  at  leaai  that  Yearly 
Meeting  should  be  treated  with  due  respect  in  naming  a  sub^committee 
to  feel  uj*on  this  subjecL  This  proposition  by  some  sti-ange  revolu- 
tion in  the  minds  of  a  few  influential  ones,  (some  politic  considera- 
tions I  suppose,)  was  acceded  to  by  some  of  those  very  persons  who 
had  two  djiys  before  so  strenuously  resisted  it ;  but  it  was  to  be  on 
condition  that  the  sub-eommittee  shouhi  be  mostly  of  such  as  held 
their  views,  and  if  the  epistle  were  answered,  it  should  be  very  short 
and  in  a  certain  Une  /  What  limiting  of  the  Spirit  was  here  !  How- 
ever, some  of  us  were  glad  under  any  circumstances  to  get  a  sub-commit* 
tee,  and  what  was  afterwards  produced  waa  much  more  tolerable  than 
some  of  us  had  feared,  though  of  course  not  the  liuiguage  that  would 
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have  flowed  in  our  minds  towards  our  denr  Friends  of  that  Yearly  Meet- 
ing 1  Wo  aliio  had  a  very  trying  di^^ussion  relative  to  the  expression 
•*  suffering  with  the  suflfering  seed^**  in  the  address  to  the  counties,  a  pour- 
ing fortJi  of  unsound  views  fronn  the  modem  Friends  on  the  subject^ 
which  they  in  all  their  canial  wisdom  could  not  possibly  fathom  !  This 
was  tlie  second  week.  ♦  *  ♦  *  ♦  Our  select  sittings  were  ex- 
cecdinf^ly  trying  as  usual,  and  only  three  in  all,  one  being  omitted,  thus 
crowding  all  the  burden  and  exercise  that  ought  to  come  upon  that 
meeting  into  a  jiliort  space  of  time ;  to  the  wounding,  as  I  believe,  of 
many  !  but  man's  wisdom  and  policy  plans  all  for  these  meeting?,  and 
his  will  and  power  act  in  them,  and  can  we  wonder  at  the  moat  of  trial 
and  sufTfriiig  being  in  those  meetings  when  we  remember  and 
feel  tliat  it  is  true  concerning  us  that  "  the  leaders  of  this  people 
cause  them  to  err?'*  »•••»»♦»•  3ut  ^^  ^p^.^ 
not  be  greatly  moved  at  anything*  for  if  things  are  by  trials  brought 
nearer  to  a  bead  (as  it  were)  amongst  us,  there  will  be  more  hope 
of  deliverance  ;  so  we  must  trust  all  in  the  good  Hand,  who  can  overrule 
all  for  gcxjd  to  them  that  love  him,  and  support  them  through  all 
he  permits  to  try  ihem.         •••♦*» 

Pliiladelphia  Yearly  Meeting  has  deferred  to  another  year  the 
considering  of  your  case  and  recognizing  you  I  I  expect  the  modern 
Friends  there  will  take  advantage  of  this  time  which  they  have 
gained,  (ns  I  imagined  by  weakness  of  others !)  to  ply  all  their 
efforts  to  overturn  the  measure  of  recognizing  you.  I  expect  alao 
that  many  there  are  looking  at  the  pmbable  consequenceSj  for  if 
they  recognize  you  they  must  testily  agairisit  us,  and  others  who  are  in 
unity  with  the  larger  body.  ♦♦«*♦•  Xhe 
feehng  iu  the  London  meetings  is  very  trying,  but  thou  wilt,  I  fear, 
say  I  am  always  mourning !  there  is  indeed  a  cause,  and  George  Fox 
and  our  other  faithful  worthies  of  old  times  would  have  to  cry  **  woe  to 
us,"  the  same  as  they  did  to  the  other  professors  of  their  day,  for  they 
would  not  know  us  to  be  their  people !  still  there  is  a  little,  faithful 
rerauantj  and  they  tie  low  and  scattered,  by  ones  and  twos  about  in  dif- 
ferent parts,  and  when  many  of  these  meet  at  Yearly  Meeting  time 
they  can  ujiderstand  each  other's  speech,  being  of  the  heavenly  country 
ID  truthj  and  not  merely  in  show,  and  they  feel  knit  together,  and 
strengthened  together  in  God,  and  they  take  a  little  fresh  courage,  and 
thank,  and  praise  His  holy  name,  who  has  hitherto  helped  them,  and 
desire  still  to  trust  in  hira,  for  what  he  will  yet  do  for  and  in  them  1 
And  you,  dear  friends,  are  not  forgotten  by  them^  at  sueii  times ;  and 
other  faithful  and  tribulated  ones  in  your  hmd  ;  for  true  heavenly  love 
flowa  over  sea  and  land,  and  nothing  obstructs  it — not  death  itself!  for 
He  who  fills  with  it,  gives  the  victory  over  death,  hell  and  the  grave, 
bleased  be  his  holy  name  forever  I 
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Farewell,  my  endeared  friend,  in  a  measure  I  humbly  trust  of  thi« 
true  love,  desiring  thy  breathing  when  favored  with  ability,  and  I  re- 
main thy  nearly  united,  and  affectionate  friend, 

LvDiA  A.  Barclay. 


FROM  J.   W.    TO   RALPH  AND    LTDIA   NEILD. 

Hopktnton,  9  mo.,  6, 184S, 
However  long  our  correspondence  has  been  suspended,  my  dear 
friend.^,  I  have  not  been  iiltogether  unmindful  of  you  ;  although  many 
trials  and  deep  baptisras  have  fallen  to  my  lot,  and  perils  to  the  church 
of  our  Lord  have  intervened,  I  have  not  forgotten  you  ;  nay,  but  of  late, 
and  more  especially  within  a  few  days  past,  my  mind  lias  been  almost 
continually  with  you,  and  my  best  feelings  of  love  and  brotherly  affec- 
tion have  been  drawn  freely  towards  you,  with  uplifted  heart  and  hands 
for  your,  as  for  my  own  preservation,  that  notwithstanding  the  shaking 
and  trial  of  our  foundation,  I  have  desired  that  we  might,  in  the  LonVs 
adorable  merey,  be  spared  from  the  ruin  which  threatens  this  people, 
ihat  so  when  the  faithful  and  re+leemed  of  the  Lord  are  enabled  to  come 
into  hie  presence  in  heaven  with  joy  and  gladne^.s  uj>on  their  counte- 
nances, we,  my  dear  friends,  may  be  of  the  joyful  number. 

The  endearing  coi-d,  my  precious  Lydia,  which  first  bound  our  heartB 
together,  remains  the  game  in  mine  at  this  moment  aa  when  rejoicing 
with  tljee  under  tliy  paternal  roof;  or  aa  when  at  all  times  in  which  I 
was  privileged  sweetly  to  enjoy  thy  company  in  those  precious  seasons 
of  our  personal  oequahitanee,  drinking  together  of  the  one  Spirit,  when 
the  Lord,  in  his  uvcrlasling  kindness,  united  our  hearts  in  the  bonds  of 
his  blessed  gospel  of  life  and  power,  which  I  desire  may  never  be 
broken.  And  oh  !  that  this  desire  may  be  mutually  cherished  between 
us  to  the  full  consummation  of  the  pure  love  of  God  in  our  hearts,  and 
that  to  the  end  of  our  pilgrimage  here  in  time  ;  for  certainly  if  we  are 
favored  to  continue  loyal  to  our  espoused  covenant  with  the  bridegroom 
of  souh*,  and  to  his  testimonies  over  and  above  all  other  obligations, 
whether  to  men  or  angek,  then  my  dear  friends,  this  bond  of  a  ChrL^tian 
fellowship  with  the  meek  followers  of  a  crucified  Lord,  will  neither  be 
marred  nor  broken  ;  for  whether  it  be  through  evil  report  or  good  report, 
they  must,  and  will  be  one  another's  joy  in  the  Lortl.  How  entirely, 
then,  our  peace  and  preservation  depends  Q|K>n  our  keeping  a  single  eye 
to  him  and  to  his  testimonies  and  commandments  in  the  "  obedience  of 
faith"  m  have  the  fuitlifnl  in  all  ages;  in  which  our  honest  predecessors 
▼ere  conspicuous,  being  Uving  examples  and  holy  walkers,  fully  l>eljev- 
ing  in  and  maintaining  the  doctrines  of  primitive  Christianity  in  the  life 
d8 
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and  power  thereof;  knowing  by  living  experience  that  primitive  Chris- 
daiuty  couW  l>e  witneesed,  practised,  and  experienced  in  their  daj^  and. 
consequenily,  to  the  end  of  time,  as  it  was  at  the  first,  through  the  light, 
life,  and  power  revealed  by  Je>us  Christ  our  Lord  in  the  souls  of  men. 
The  mii^tjiving!*  which  an  enemy  has  introduced  into  our  Society  of 
later  lime  touching  our  faith  in  the  inward  Hght,  life,  and  power  of 
Christ  the  Lord,  has  done  incalculable  mi^^hief  both  in  yotir  country 
and  ours.  It  has  undoubtedly  caused  hundred3  of  our  ministers  to  let 
go  their  hold  of  the  faith  of  immtMliaie  revelation,  whereby  there  has 
been,  (sorrowful  to  say^)  a  lamentabk'  falling  back  from  the  spirit  to  the 
letter;  holding  to  the  form,  but  practically  denying  the  life  and  power  I 
Thi?  degenemey  ha.^  been  siecn  and  known  not  only  by  the  livk^ 
among  us,  but  by  other  people  also ;  and  it  seems  very  strange  how 
those  miniBtera  who  have  heretofore  been  favored  to  preach  in  demon' 
stration  of  the  vSpirit  and  with  i>ower,  can  now  be  satisfied  only  to 
preach  themrtclve8,  or  to  preach  the  letter.  Oh,  how  can  they  be  con- 
tented no  more  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  true  Shepherd,  and  only 
to  follow  the  voice  of  the  stranger,  or  to  hew  out  cisterns  tor  them- 
selves. Their  eondition  and  the  coudilion  of  the  church  under  such 
gad  declension,  is  greatly  to  be  lamented.  Instead  of  tliat  peace 
and  joy  which  prfieeedelh  alone  from  the  smiling  countenance  of  the 
blessed  Shepherd,  and  the  honor  which  cometh  from  hira  only,  tb^ir 
portion  can  be  no  more  nor  be  tier  than  the  honor  that  is  received  one 
of  another, — bread  that  will  never  sustain  the  sjouL  If  the  peace  of 
God  be  withheld  from  us»  what  will  avail  the  praise  of  men?  What 
would  avail  the  commendation  of  all  men  ?  What  would  it  avtiil  to  our 
Bouls  to  enjoy  the  love  of  men  or  angels  if  shut  out  from  the  love  of 
God  ?  Oh,  what  a  consolation  and  stay  in  our  tossed  condition  it  is  to 
believe  and  to  know  that  God  is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for- 
ever, and  lliat  he  is  as  willing  to  reveal  himself  and  his  will  in  man  M 
ever  he  vftL% — as  willing  as  he  was  when  the  Loi^d  Jesus  exhorted  hii 
rainiHters  to  wait  for  the  promise  of  the  Father  which,  (say*  he,)  ye 
have  heani  of  me.  He  had  before  told  them  that  when  they  were 
brought  before  kings  and  rulers  to  bear  tcritiinony  to  his  name,  not  to 
premeditate  beforehand  what  they  should  say,  *^for  the  Spirit  of  my 
Father  shall  teach  you  in  that  same  hour  what  ye  ought  to  *ay,  for  it 
is  not  ye  that  speak  but  the  Holy  Ghost  that  .speaketh  in  you  ;  and  I 
w^ill  give  you  a  mouth  and  a  wiiidom  which  yoor  adversaries  shall  not 
be  able  to  gainsay  nor  resist."  This  doctrine  he  bad  l>efore  preach^ 
unto  them,  and  now  again  at  his  last  personal  interview  with  them  on 
sending  them  forth  to  teach  all  nations,  he  exhorted  them  to  wait  for 
the  same  qualification  ;  and  to  strengthen  their  faith  in  this  blessed 
helper,  to  wit,  his  own  spiritual  presence,  he  said,  *'  Lo  I  am  with  you 
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alwajt  even  to  the  end  of  (he  worlil"  Ami  tliere  is  not  a  single  readon 
which  can  be  rightrtilly  rendered  wliy  ihi:i  jihould  not  be  the  experience 
of  liis  juinisli-'rsi  in  this  our  day  as  at  the  iir>t^  Nfiy,  verily^,  and  blessed 
be  the  name  of  the  Lord,  there  is  a  roinniint  yet  seated  abidjug  in  the 
ftame  faith,  and  through  the  mercies  of  God  to  the  church  and  to  iheir 
©wn  Bouls,  do  witness  the  fuliilment  of  this  blessed  promise,  as  they 
trust  to  his  goodness  and  jiower  and  are  obedient  in  waiting  for  it ;  to 
this  I  can  place  my  seal  by  both  ioj'mer  and  continued  experience,  and 
in  which  I  feel  bound,  under  the  strongest  obligation,  to  give  the  glory 
unto  the  Lord  God  arid  the  Lamb  to  whom  it  belongeth,  world  without 
end.  And  how  strongly  are  we  honod,  my  endeared  friends,  to  praise 
the  name  of  lijrael'SiSliepherd,  that  lie  does  yet  vouchsiafe  immediately 
to  reveal  hi^  mind  and  will  to  his  humble,  obedient  children,  that  do 
believe  and  trust  in  him  and  in  the  revelation  of  his  life  and  power. 
Kotwiihstanding  the  excellency  and  great  favor  lo  us  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures, through  the  opening  of  tfie  Holy  Spirit,  yet  without  tliis,  and  with- 
out any  intercourse  between  Go<l  and  his  church  immediately  revealed 
Low  forloni  would  be  her  condition ;  even  as  with  the  world  at  large, 
scattered  as  it  were  by  the  confusion  of  ionffties ;  diverse  in  their  inter- 
pretations of  the  most  essential  doctrines  of  Holy  Writ,  for  the  want  of 
faith  in  the  eontinuiince  of  divine  revelation.         »         •         ♦         • 

I  am  persuaded,  ray  dear  friend*,  that  the  doctrines  of  our  first 
Friends  which  are  veiy  dear  to  mc,  are  uIj<o  dear  to  you ;  and  if  so  I 
hope  nothing  will  deter  you  from  a  tiiithful  adherence  to  themj  that 
neither  principalities  nor  powers,  things  present  nor  things  to  come,  nor 
any  other  creature  will  ever  be  able  to  separate  you  from  them  nor  from 
the  love  of  God  In  Christ  Jesus,  upon  which  and  in  which  those  doc- 
trine**  are  undoubtedly  grounded  and  contained.  I  do,  my  dear  friends, 
feel  a  living  desire  and  concern  that  there  may  be  kept  nnd  preserved 
a  people  both  in  this  and  in -your  land  fiiilhful  to  the  primitive  doctrinea 
and  testimonies  of  Friends,  and  prepared  to  withstand  the  plausible  se- 
ductions of  the  unwearied  adversary  who  is  seeking  through  ilie  wisdom 
of  the  wise  of  this  world,  inaidiously  to  hiv  waste  the  true  heritage  of 
God  as  he  has  been  striving  to  do  in  the  different  ages  of  the  world.  It 
Ap{>ears  by  a  recurrence  to  the  hi:^tory  of  the  past  that  whenever  the 
Almighty  by  his  Providence  and  by  the  arm  of  his  power  has  effected  a 
reformation  of  mankind,  that  the  enemy  of  all  gGMjd  has  not  tailed  to 
bojiiir  himself  in  order  again  to  jwlluie  those  testimonies  whereby  that 
reformation  had  been  accomplished.  We  might  refer  to  the  means 
resorted  to  for  the  perversion  of  the  Lord's  work  by  Moses,  for  a 
reformation  from  idolatry,  as  well  as  for  the  perversion  of  the  great 
■Apostolic  reformaiion,  and  now  again,  (to  pass  over  many  others,)  for 
the  perv^ersion  of  that  notable  reformation  by  George  Fox  and  bis 
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ciates ;  which  attemptSf  as  we  have  Been>  intraduced  the  most  beguiling 
traDsfonnations  both  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left.  But  well  wiU 
it  be  for  tlioae  whose  eyes  the  Lord  of  Sahaotli  hath  anointed  to  see 
the  deceitfuhiess  of  the  means  brought  into  requisitioa  for  effecting  the 
CDemy'd  purposes  in  deterring  this  people  from  the  consummation  of 
thai  holy  work  whieh  their  predeoeidors  hud  so  faithfully  and  honorably 
begun  and  advunced, — I  say  happy^  for  these  if  they  unflinchingly  abide 
the  baptisms  essential  to  the  work  of  their  day,  and  keep  the  word  of 
God's  patience  through  all,  then  he  will  bless  the  work  in  their  hands, 
and  cause  the  chureh  again  to  come  up  from  the  wildeniess  leaning  on 
the  breast  of  her  Beloved,  and  enabling  her  to  break  forth  both  on  the 
right  haml  and  on  the  left.  Then  through  faith  do  we  not  see  that  her 
cords  will  be  lengthened  and  her  stakes  strengthened,  and  many  shall 
run  to  and  fro  and  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  be  increased,  and  judg- 
meat  shall  run  down  as  waters,  and  righteousness  as  a  river. 

Your  friend,  John  Wilbub. 


FROM   L.    A.    BABCLAT   TO   J.   W. 


Aberdeen,  Scotland,  eth  mo.^  Slit,  1B49. 


XT  DEAB  AJ9D   VALUED   FBIEKD. 

*     9     0     m     • 


*  Oh,  how  helpful  and  strengthening  (and  wliat  a  bless- 
ing I)  i8  spiritual  unity  with  dear  fellow-travellers,  aa  we  pass  along 
this  weary  way  \  it  is  next  in  comfort  and  enjoyment  to  the  supreme 
fellowship ;  yea,  it  emanates  therefrom,  ts  a  precious  fruit  thereof,  and  as 
thou  sayest  is  consummated  in  the  realms  of  heavenly,  everlasting,  and 
unsliaded  blLss.  I  was  grieved  to  hear  of  the  weakness  of  poor  John 
Warren,  though  I  had  hanlly  any  knowledge  of  him,  having  missed  him 
when  in  this  country, except  at  one  meeting.  Ah!  it  is  very  depressing 
in  these  last  twenty-five  years  to  see  and  feel  the  changes  in  those  whom 
we  have  heretofore  esteemed  highly ;  and  latterly  they  have  been  very 
nvpid,  even  the  last  few  months  shows  the  warping  aside  of  one  or  an- 
other I  Surely  if  there  were  not  a  little  remnant  preserved  alive  we 
should  be  like  unto  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  I  shall  feel  much  interested 
in  hearing  of  your  Yearly  Meeting,  which  I  suppose  is  about  this  time ; 
where  you  had  it,  and  how  attended,  and  if  favored  with  heavenly  good, 
as  I  hope  it  may  have  been.  *••••*  I  i^ag  reminded  of  what  dear 
Sarah  Grubb  said  to  me  in  1 834  in  reference  to  E.  Bates :  "  Lydia, 
didst  thou  ever  see  so  exact  an  imitation  of  the  precious  gem  ?  "  Ab, 
the  enemy  has  his  imitations  and  images  whereby  to  draw  us  away 
from  the  pure  unchangeable  Truth ;  when  one  is  detected,  then  he 
decks  up  another  ;  and  ihe  more  like  the  Ufe  the  better  for  his  purpose, 
if  possible  to  deceive  the  very  eleet  I 
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There  u  latterly  got  up  amongst  us  a  preaching  apparently  of  an- 
cient doctrines,  a  using  of  ancient  ejc  press  ions,  and  an  extolling  of  our 
ancient  Friends,  whicb  last  could  out  be  eodurt;d  by  i^ome  of  these 
saline  Friends  eighteen  years  ago  !  But  even  the  very  babes  who  cleave 
to  the  Divine  gift  of  hght  and  life,  and  the  savor  thereof,  can  taste 
and  feel  the  deficiency  underneath  all  this !  The  poor  Irish  Friends 
were  so  beguiled  by  these  things,  and  the  winning  love  and  sweet- 
nesti  that  overpowered  all,  that  they  were  induced  to  send  far  the  Jirst 
time  an  epistle  to  the  larger  bo«3y  in  New  England ;  and  also  to 
acJcuow  ledge  the  acceptable  services  of  S.  H.  (whose  long,  and  pain- 
ful supplications,  &c,  had  tried  some  of  us  greatly  !)  and  to  give  her 
a  returaing  certificate.  •  *  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

Thy  affectionate  friend,  Ltdia  A.  Babclat. 


FBOM   J.    W.   TO    ELIZABETH    PITFIKLD, 


Bopkinton,  dth  mo.,  aad,  1849. 
KLlSIAaBm  PITFtSLD, 

T  have  felt  my  mind  for  these  few  days  drawn  into  near  brotherly 
feeling  with  thee,  and  I  think  I  may  venture  to  say,  in  the  sweet  spring- 
ing up  of  a  little  portion  of  that  love,  tvhich  through  infinite  mercy  is 
iM^rmitted  at  seasons  to  water  and  to  refresh  the  whole  heritage  of  the 
faithful  servants  and  handmaiilens  of  the  Lord ;  and  in  this  I  salute 
thee  as  a  dear  aister ;  and  truly  the  time  seems  long  since  I  have  been 

favored  to  see  thee  and  dear »  face  to  face,  a  privilege  which  I 

long  to  enjoy,  at  least  once  more  in  mutability;  and  there  are  many 
eliiere  both  in  city  and  country  with  you,  whom  I  should  rejoice  to 
meet  with  ;igain  on  this  side  of  the  confines  of  time,  (to  me  so  near  at 
band,)  if  consistent  with  the  vvill  of  our  heavenly  Father,  But  every 
desire,  however  good,  must  centre  in  the  will  of  Him  who  holds  in 
reserve  the  immensity  of  unsullied  enjoyment  for  all  tho8«  who  abide 
in  his  fear,  and  in  his  love,  and  serve  him  taithfully.  But  oh !  if  it 
were  not  for  the  hope  of  such  a  reality,  in  the  society  of  those  I  dearly 
love,  and  for  the  stUl  better  hope,  of  an  unceasing  participation  in  the 
love  and  goodness  of  Him  whose  loveliness  infinitely  transcends  even 
the  loveliest  work  of  his  owe  hands,  my  heart  would  despair  in  the 
fleeting  uncertainties  of  time.  But  we  are  boimd  to  rejoice  evermore 
and  in  all  things  to  give  thanks  that  he  has  ordained  tor  us  the  addi* 
tional  enjoyment  of  the  sweet  company  of  the  kindred  spiritA  of  those 
who  are  made  near  to  us  in  time  by  reason  of  the  deep  baptizing,  and 
the  drinking  together  of  the  one  Spirit — all  together,  how  inexpressible 
tbo  consummation  of  his  mercy,  his  goodness,  and  bis  glory ;  and  how 
38  • 
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a^tonl^hiTig  that  any  of  his  rational  creatures  should  despise  the  eojoy- 
metit  of  hifi  favor  and  the  riches  of  his  kingdom. 

May  the  gcMMlnesa  of  the  Lord,  which  pervades  all  his  attributci, 
await  thee  my  dear  sister,  and  give  unto  thee  an  increase  of  all  liie 
requisite  (|nalif]cations  for  the  fulfilment  of  thy  mission  to  thy  own 
peace  and  joy,  to  the  furtherance  of  Truth^d  cause  among  his  people, 
and  to  the  honor  and  praise  of  his  great  and  holy  and  ever  worthy 

name,  in  which  I  would  include  dear ,  and  all  that  precious 

number  yet  spared  by  reason  of  their  meeknegs  and  lowliness  from  the 
overvvhelmiiig  surge  of  leniptalion,  be  their  allotment  among  his  people 
what  it  may ;  in  wliich  desire  my  wife  joins  me. 

Thy  affectionate  finend, 

J.   WtLBUlL 


FROM   J.    W.    TO    MART   DATIS. 

HopkintOD,  6th  mo.,  17, 1M9, 

MT   HEAR   FRIEMD  HART   DAVtS, 

yiy  wife  ha-s  ever  since  we  left  Newport*  been  gradually  gaining  a 
little  in  health  and  strength,  for  which  favor  I  trust  we  are  thankful  »o 
the  Giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift ;  and  well  may  I  say  for  the 
many  bestowed  upon  us,  how  greatly  are  we  indebted  I  and  I  do  ex- 
ceedingly desire  that  we  may,  during  the  few  remaining  days  tliat  may 
be  allotted  us,  give  up  more  and  more  to  greater  devotedness  to  the 
good  I'nuf^e ;  but  at  the  same  time  take  good  care  not  to  run  too  fast, 
which  we  know  would  mar  the  work  more  than  help  it;  but  we 
will  he  glad  and  rejoice  in  this,  that  there  is  a  way  of  safely,  and 
of  gtnting  rightly  forward  in  simply  filling  up  the  measure  of  duty 
whether  less  or  more.  Is  it  not  hy  dwelling  low  in  self-abasedncM, 
and  living  near»  very  near,  and  continually  with  Him  who  is  a  mighty 
fountain  of  wigdom  and  strength  ?  Surely  without  the  pressing  forward 
towards  this  raai'k  for  the  prize  of  the  go>?pel  mirii:4ter*!*  high  calling  in 
Christ  Jesus,  that  blessed  gift  of  a  living  ministry  will,  and  must  be 
lost  to  the  world.  But  I  desire  and  hope  that  there  may  be  preserved 
through  these  sifting  times,  at  least  a  hving  remnant,  who  will  hold 
fast  the  profession  of  their  calling  without  wavering,  to  the  honor  of 
Him  who  ha:3  called,  and  to  the  upholding  of  this  blessed  gift  and  ex- 
perience, of  knowing  hira  to  put  forth  and  go  before  his  servants, 
which  h  the  very  glory  of  the  gospel  dispensation,  unknown  by  the 
great  hulk  of  Chriatian  professors ;  and  none  too  well  known  and  ex- 
perienced by  all  under  our  name,  even  in  our  little  company  that  have 
been  trying  to  stand  fast.     Self,  and  the  creature,  If  not  sufficiently 
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aB«I  mortified^  puts  in  for  a  share  id  the  workj  and  h  exceed- 
ingly prone  to  claim  in  itself  a  share  of  the  honor  of  it.  This  want 
ot*  a  thorough  redi?uiption  from  the  will  of  the  tiesh  ha»  been  a  gi*eat 
detriment  to  the  Loni's  prophets  in  all  ages.  There  is  much  reason 
to  believe  that  many  of  the  true  prophets  in  olden  time  became  lost 
to  the  true  gift,  and  finally  were  found  among  the  false  prophets. 
Indeed  there  are  so  many  wayward  influences  acting  even  upon  sin- 
cere mind^,  that  nothing  less  than  the  repeated  baptism  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  and  tire  is  found  ^utiicient  to  keep  u^  entirely  on  the  right  step- 
ping-stones. I  apprehend  that  the  Society  of  Friendi*,  from  the  first, 
Laa  never  been  for  any  length  of  time  together,  exempt  from  trouble 
of  this  kind  ;  it  had  not  beou  &o  throughout  our  Yearly  Meeting  since 
my  time  j  nevertheless,  we  have  always  throwgh  the  Lord's  mercies 
been  bletised  with  a  goodly  number  of  Uring  ministera  among  us  ;  and 
many  times  great  favor  we  have  known  in  a  Yearly  Meeting  capacity, 
formerJy,  even  when  everything  was  not  entirely  aa  would  have  been 
desirable ;  and  so  I  presume  we  might  say  of  our  late  solemnity,  con- 
cerning which  I  think  we  have  on  the  whole  much  to  be  thankful  for, 
hoping,  as  I  do,  that  something  has  been  gained ;  and  X  greatly  desire 
that  we  may  hold  fast,  and  be  favored  to  grow  stronger  and  stronger, 
eo  that  on  account  of  our  faithfulncjss,  generations  to  come  may  have 
occa*'ion  to  glorify  our  Father  in  heaven. 

In  much  love  to  thyself,  and  all  faithful  Frienda  in  your  Quarterly 
Meeting,  I  conclude,  and  am  very  affectionately  thy  friend, 

John  Wllbub. 


FBOM  LTDIA  A.  BAECLAT   TO   J,    W* 


Aberdeen,  Scotliuid,  STlh  of  lltJi  mo.,  1S48. 

Mr   OEAR   FfttEKD, 

Thy  kind  letter  of  10th  mo.,  12th,  was  received  on  the  30th  of  the 
same,  an  unusually  quick  passage  ;  and  w&5  very  aceeptublo  and  consol- 
atory to  me,  iniisniuch  aa  thy  hopeful  anticipations  of»  and  expressions 
on  a  purification  of  the  precious  from  the  vile  amongst  us,  a  back- 
slidhig  people,  were  truly  cheering  and  animating  !  For  rciilty,  dear 
friend,  .•5ome  of  us  do  feel  that  things  are  getting  woi"se  and  worse, 
more  and  more  of  the  evil  or  backsliding  bei-oming  apparent  contin- 
ually, and  as  a  dear  friend  says  in  a  letter  to  me  yesterday,  "  '^Vhat  we 
have  already  gone  through  seems,  as  we  fear,  only  as  the  beginning  of 
sorrows !  "  I  notice  what  thou  sayest  as  to  the  measures  used  to  be- 
guile the  Irish  Friendii,  and  I  was  not  without  somewhat  of  a  similar 
feeling  when  there,  at  their  Yearly  Meeting,  and  1  regretted  that  some 
of  whom  one  would  have  expected  better  thingrs  were  not  more  on 
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their  guard  against  these  plausible  devices  !***•••  Xh^ 
Philadelphia  document  I  had  ju&t  i*eceived  when  I  got  ihy  letter,  • 
•  ♦  *  •  It  is  an  excellent,  clear  thing,  and  I  hope  may  o|>en  the 
eyes  of  many,  but  there  have  been  such  very  evil  thoughts  indu^tri- 
oiuly  propagated  against  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting  during  Uie  last 
three  years,  (and  which  their  dilatoriness  in  stepping  has  no  doubt 
oonti'ibuted  to  spreading,)  that  witli  many,  I  fear  such  a  dooumeiai 
will  only  be  scouted.  Had  Philad«^lphiti  acted  with  more  tirmness  and 
promptitude  early,  1  expect  it  would  have  better  helf>ed  both  us  and 
other  Yearly  Meetings  on  your  side  tlie  water.  ♦♦•♦•• 
I  reCEiaiii  tby  affectioDate  friend, 

Lybia  a.  Barclat. 


FEOII    BABAB  HILLUAN   TO  J*   W. 


PMladelphia,  1st  mo.,  12th,  1850. 

MY    BEW>VBT>   FR1Z7SB, 

Although  Iby  precious,  consolatoi7  salutation  of  8th  mo.,  80th,  1849, 
is  as  yet  uimck-nowledged,  I  may  tell  thee  I  have  thought  of  thee  and 
thine,  and  ilipped  with  you,  methinks  into  very  low  places,  whikt  the 
many  weight's,  exerciser,  and  trials  of  my  poor  spirit  have  almost  pre- 
cluded eflbrt?i  to  commune  with  any  of  those  1  love  in  thia  way.  Truly 
we  live  in  a  day  wherein  we  may  well  take  up  the  moomful  himen- 
tation  of  the  prophet  respecting  many  of  tho^e  who  stood  in  the  fore 
ranks  even  of  the  jieople,  '*  thy  silver  is  become  dross,  thy  wine  mixed 
with  water,*'  and  olUimea  under  a  sense  of  our  owu  jeopardy,  and  the 
state  of  the  church,  we  are  clothed  in  sackcloth,  and  stationed  as  at 
Marah's  waters,  while  in  the  depth  of  our  hamiliatiou  and  distress,  we 
are  made  willing  to  go  tu  the  King  as  Esther  did  with  tlie  petition, 
"  Lord  if  I  perish  let  it  be  at  thy  feet."  •*  Spare  ihy  people,  O  Lord," 
Ah,  how  many  times  does  my  heart  visit  your  little  meetings  wherein 
the  great  and  good  Shepherd  and  Husbandman  does,  I  doubt  not*  viait 
your  soul*,  and  feed  you  with  the  manna  sent  down  from  heaven,  and 
can  but  crave  that  He  who  alone  can  turn  the  hearts  of  men,  as  a  man 
(urneth  the  watercourse  In  his  field,  will  undertake  for  us,  and  hasten^ 
if  it  please  him,  the  time  when  we  shall  be  able  to  pass  from  the  one 
part  of  his  heritage  to  the  other,  among  all  those  wherever  situated 
who  l>elong  to  his  church  militant  on  earth,  who  are  of  one  heart  and 
of  one  way,  who  desire  to  know  nothing  save  the  Loi^  Jesus  and  him 
crucified,  and  are  striving  together,  though  separated  by  bonds,  for  the 
"  blessed  hope  of  the  gospeh"  These  are  they  who  can  in  this  day  testify 
as  did  the  apostles  of  old,  of  those  things  which  tliey  have  seen  whh 
their  eyes,  which  they  have  tasted,  and  which  their  hands  have  handled, 
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of  the  good  woni  of  life,  and  having  descended  into  suffering  and  death, 
with  ami  for  their  dear  Saviour,  can  call  upon  other^i  to  come  and  have 
fellowsliip  with  ihetn,  in  that  blessed  fellowship  whitih  13  with  the 
Father  an  J  with  the  Son,  and  one  with  another  in  him. 

I  dotiht  not,  my  beloved  friend*  some  who  have  despised  thee,  and 
counted  thy  life  madness?,  will  he  astonished  at  the  eviilence  that  thy 
Lord  has  niimbfred  thee  among  his  chosen,  and  when  he  coraeth  to 
make  up  his  jewels  will  set  thee  aa  a  stone  hi  his  crown,  yea  he  will 
spare  thee  and  many  more*  I  trust*  who  have  walked  mournfully  before 
him,  as  a  man  spareth  his  own  son  that  scrveth  him. 

While  the  testimony  of  gainsayersi  will  be  aa  in  olden  time,  *'  We  fools 
counted  bis  life  madness  and  his  end  to  be  without  honor,  how  \s  he 
numbered  with  the  cliildren  of  Grod,  and  his  lot  ia  among  the  aainta*** 

Let  us  then,  my  dear  friend,  press  on,  hoping  all  things  and  enduring 
all  things,  if  so  be  in  the  end  we  may  reap  the  salvation  of  our  souls. 
May  the  arms  of  thy  hands  continually  be  made  strong  by  the  mighty 
God  of  Jacob,  (who  took  thee  in  early  life^  and  has  led  thee  and  gi^^en 
thee  a  part  in  the  ministry  of  reconciliation,  and  has  blessed  the  work 
in  tliy  hands,)  until  he  grant  thee  from  Ftsgah's  mounts  to  view  the 
length  and  breadth  of  all  the  land  he  has  given  thee,  and  conduct  thee 
in  peace  over  Jordan. 

Thy  truly  attached  sympathizing  friend  and  sister, 

Sarah  Hillmak. 


FROM   CHRISTOPHER   HEALT  TO   J.    W. 

Lower  Makefleld,  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  8d  mo.,  2ad,  ISfiO. 

Ml   DKAH  fBUEND  JOHN    WtLBlTR, 

In  the  love  of  the  gospel  I  write  unto  thee  to  inform  thee  that  I  re- 
ceived thy  very  acceptable  letter  yesterday  which  we  read  with  great 
satisfaction,  and  were  comforted  in  feeling  thee  so  firm  in  the  ancient 
faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints.  May  He  who  has  been  thy  bow,  and 
covered  thy  head  in  the  day  of  battle,  contmue  with  thee  and  renew 
thy  strength  in  him  whose  arm  is  everlasting  strength.  I  know  of  no 
one  in  these  Litter  days  of  trouble  in  our  Society  that  has  had  so  deep 
baptisms  to  pivss  through  as  thou  hast.  But  my  dear  friend,  may  thy 
soul  be  filled  with  thanksgiving  and  living  pniises  to  the  great  Captain 
a(  our  salvation,  who  was  never  foiled  in  the  field  nor  overcome  in  the 
day  of  battle.  Nothing  but  his  help  could  have  sustained  thee  and 
tby  dear  friends  in  such  times  of  sore  conflict  j  and  my  hearfs  desire 
and  prayer  to  the  living  CJod  is  tliat  you  may  hold  on  your  way,  for  I 
do  believe  the  victory  will  be  obtained  if  your  faith  fail  not.     Eemcm- 
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ber  the  blessed  tl^iclaration  that  the  mountains  floived  down  at  his  pres- 
ence. When  this  scour<;e  ba.^  sifted  our  poor  Society  enouglu  he  wiH 
take  the  work  into  his  own  hjinds  and  sliow  who  ju*e  his  frienda  and 
who  arc  his  enemies,  a«*  he  has  in  some  measure  began  lo  do  alreadj. 

Oh,  my  dear  friend,  as  ihou  art  so  thoroughly  converted,  strengthen 
thy  brethren  ;  yea  speak  often  to  theoi  and  one  unto  another,  and  the 
Lord  who  haii  been  your  helj^>er  will  hearken,  and  a  book  of  remem- 
bnince  will  be  tvntterii  before  bita.  Tliou  wiili  myself  art  of  the  oum' 
biT  that  have  stood  firm  for  that  blessed  cau^^e  which  is  di^ifled  with 
immortality  and  crowned  with  eternal  life ;  hold  fa*it  the  beginning  of 
thy  wnfidenee  steadfast  unto  the  end,  that  so  the  crown  may  be  siirei 
The  time  is  approaching  when  thou  a*  well  as  myself  must  be  offered 
up,  and  may  we  through  watehfuhiesu  an*!  holy  help,  be  enabled  to 
adopt  the  language  of  that  faithful  apostle  Paul :  that  we  have  fought 
a  gt>ixl  jightf  have  kept  thi3  fatth  and  tinisbed  our  course,  and  that  hence- 
forth  there  is  a  crown  laitl  «p  for  us,  wliich  the  Lord  the  righteous 
Judge  shall  give  lo  u^  at  that  day,  and  not  to  us  only  hut  to  all  tho^ 
that  love  bis  appearing.  Ob,  if  our  poor  Society  had  loved  his  ap- 
pearing there  never  would  have  l>ceD  such  a  leaving  of  the  ancient 
stepping-stones.  But  my  beloved  frien<i,  let  us  not  be  too  much  dis- 
couraged ;  our  heavenly  Shepherd  can  raise  up  sons  and  daughtert 
from  the  highways  and  hedges,  bring  them  into  the  church  and  qyalify 
them  for  his  work  and  service.  My  mind  is  enlarge^!,  but  my  hand 
fails  by  reason  of  the  weakness  of  my  nervous  system.  1  have  not 
written  so  much  a^  a  line  since  I  wrote  to  tliee,  until  now,  so  thou  will 
excuse  my  short  letter.  1  am  middling  well  except  my  nervousness; 
ray  family  are  also  well.  Give  my  love  to  thy  dear  wife  and  to  all 
inquiring  friends. 

Please  to  write  sooii  that  I  may  know  how  thou  feels  concerning  that 
belter  part,  as  well  as  how  thou  art  in  bodily  he^ikh.  So  1  conclude 
in  that  love  which  shall  abide,  thy  brother  in  the  gospel  of  the  dear 
Son  of  God, 

Cheistopheb  Healt. 


MT  DEAB  FRISVn, 


FROM   J.    W,    TO    WILLIAH   HODGSON,  JR. 

Fifth  day,  after  meetiagj  tlie  &th  of  9th  mo.,  I960. 


Abounding  has  not  been  prevailingly  ray  lot,  since  I  parted  with  thee 
at  Newport,  although  now  and  then  a  fresh  spring  has  been  met  with 
by  tlie  wayside,  of  good  refreshing  and  living  vrater,  insomuch  that  it 
would  seem  tor  a  r^bort   season  that  I  should  bardiy  thirst  again,  bal 
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alas»  how  soon  these  joyful  streams  are  passed  by,  in  pursuing  the 
healthful  Christiao  travel  over  the  ascending  and  descending  patliway 
of  hfe  ;  iu\d  1  will  not  murmur,  because  the  more  painfol  the  labor, 
and  the  more  intense  the  thirst,  the  greater  the  joy,  when,  in  everlasting 
and  namerited  kindness,  the  fountain  is  again  opened,  for  the  refresh- 
ment of  the  weary  and  needy  soul.  The  coming  here  once  more  of 
dear  Chnslopher  Healy  was  truly  a  brook,  if  not  a  river,  to  us,  for  on 
some  occasions  the  stream  rose  80  mightily  that  it  was  deep  enough  to 
swim  in ;  BeaaooB,  in  which  the  gospel  was  preached  in  so  lively  and 
po^verfiil  a  manner,  that  none  present  were  able,  nay,  nor  disposed  to 
gainsay  or  condemn,  although  gospel  justice  w^as  done  to  ceremonial 
religion,  and  the  life  and  power  exalted  above  all  forms.  It  is  believed 
among  ws,  that  he  h  remarkably  fitted  for  the  promulgation  and  exal- 
tation of  our  doctrines,  and  at  the  same  lime  to  peri^uade  Friends  to 
live  up  to  their  principles.  And  however  unaatis factory  it  was,  that 
his  certiticates  were  not  in  common  form,  or  such  a»  he  and  his  company 
were  entitled  to  have  had,  it  appears  that  his  service*  were  very  satis* 
factory  wherever  he  went ;  and  the  conduct  and  conversation  of  himaelf, 
dear  Sarah  and  G.  W.  Brown  were  exemplary  and  of  good  report  among 
UB.  And  we  trust  that  a  good  reward  awaits  them,  as  they  are  favored 
to  give  the  glory  to  Him,  who  put  them  forth,  went  before,  and  brought 
them  back,  as  I  trusty  in  peace ;  althougli  we  have  not  heard  from  them 
since  they  arrived  home.         ♦♦♦•♦•# 

Honest  Friends  in  New  England  are  made  glad  that  the  standard- 
bearers  in  your  hind  have  not  all  fainted ;  and  are  eneournged  to  hof>e 
that  many  there  are  yet  remaining,  wlio  prefer  Jerusalem  and  her  tea- 
timonie^s  above  their  chiefest  joy,  and  unto  whom  the  Lord  our  helper 
still  giveth  help  and  understanding  to  uphold  the  blessed  cause,  and  a 
heart  of  willingness  to  be  exercised  therein,  and  in  its  service.  And  I 
do  rejoice,  my  dear  fellow-laWrer,  that  a  more  undaunted  spirit  in  the 
Lord's  cause,  is  more  and  more  being  developad  in  Philadelphia  and 
thereaway,  and  I  am  comforted  in  a  ho[>e  that  though  the  unll inching 
faithfulness  of  a  faw^  the  victory  of  truth  over  eri-or  will  eventually  be 
gained,  to  the  honor  of  the  Lord's  great  and  ever  worthy  name  I 

I  luid  been  from  home  nearly  two  weeks,  and  in  ihe  time,  attended 
the  Quarterly  Meeting  at  Tierwick,  and  divers  meetings  that  way,  and 
came  home  enjoying  serenity  and  peace  of  mind.  Oh  I  may  the  Lord, 
who  is  omnipotent,  keep  our  little  heritage  close  home  unto  hims4.df, 
and  preserve  them  a  living  and  united  people,  serving  him  with  their 
whok  heart,  and  doing  honor  to  the  name  of  their  great  Deliverer !  I 
do  not  feel  that  I  have  got  entirely  through  with  this  very  serious  con- 
cern of  having  reUgioua  opi>OTtunitiea  with  other  societies  j  afid  how- 
ever formidable  and  trying ;  the  great  openness  among  them,  and  the 
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peace  and  joy  consequeot  upon  deTodoo  to  this  service,  hare  hitherto 
eneourageil  me  to  pursue  it ;  believing,  however,  that  a  release  will  ere 
long  be  proclmmed»aiid  more  rest  enjoyed.  This  service,  however,  hMi 
been*  in  mercj,  leisurely  meted  out  to  me,  for  this  half  year  past. 

I  remain  very  affect  ion  at  ely,  as  ever,  thine,  in  the  fellowship  of  that 
godpel  which  is  surely  unchangeable, 

John  Wilbur, 


FROK  I.TDIA   A.   BARCLAY  TO   J,   W. 


HT  DKAB  FBXXim, 


Aberdeen,  Scotland,  S6tl]  or  6ih  mo.,  1660. 


•♦••*•       There  is  very   much  which  we   are 

obh'ged  to  bear  patiently,  which  we  have  no  unity  with,  and  see  no  wmy 
but  to  wait,  till  thu  way  of  relief  and  release  more  evidently  appeare, 
aiid  is  made ;  hoping  to  be  preserved  from  improperly  putting  forth 
our  hands,  as  well  as  fjiom  shrinking  on  the  other  hand  when  clearly 
required. 

And  now,  oh  what  shall  I  say  about  poor  Philadelphia  Yearly  fleet- 
ing!  Suif ly  we  raytit  moum  and  luraent  at  their  inaction!  Oh!  the 
conservatives  or  middle  meOj  do  more  harm  than  the  more  open  op- 
posers  ;  because  acting  under  a  plausible  guise  of  patience,  meekness 
and  love,  and  keeping  the  harmony  !  I  believe  they  will  be  made  more 
raanifust  in  due  time,  and  the  faithfui  remnant  must  make  a  stand 
again&t  tbem,  and  testify  boldly  for  ihe  pure  Truth  !  I  feel  afraid  of 
looking  to  any  for  help,  for  "  in  vain  h  salvation  hoped  for  from  the 
mounUiins ! " 

*  *  •  ♦  ♦  Ah !  I  sadly  fear  (though  untold)  that  W.  E.  is 
one  of  the  conservatives,  and  has  done  much  harm  hy  his  great  influ- 
euce  as  clerk  to  this  Yearly  Meeting.  1  have  long  suspected  it.  And 
how  earnestly  do  I  crave  the  preservation  and  help  of  the  faithfiil  and 
upright  remnant  amongst  them,  as  well  as  you,  and  that  in  due  time 
liberation  and  recognition  may  sstrengthen  your  handd  respectively ! 
And  oh  I  for  our  little  handfid  htjre,  may  we  be  preserved  in  faith  and 
patience  to  the  end,  which  crowns  all,  and  is  peace  I 

I  am  ihrotagh  mercy  recruiting  in  health,  since  my  return  home  on 
the  11th  of  this  month,  and  favored  with  the  Howing:*  of  that  peace, 
which  I  value  far  more  llum  gold,  desiring  to  be  humbled  in  self- 
abasement^  mulled  in  thankfulness,  and  animated  to  renewed  devotion 
to  the  best  of  Masters  in  future  1  Hoping  this  will  find  thee  and  thine 
favored  with  health,  1  remain  in  dear  love  and  near  unity,  thy  true 
friend,  Lri*iA  A.  Barclat* 


LETTER  FROM  LTDIA  A.  BARCLAY. 
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Perth,  10th  mo,,  36th,  1850. 


HT   BZLOVKD   WRtESd). 


•  *•»#«  Thy  last  dated  8th  mo.,  lOth,  I  received 
on  the  28th  of  the  same,  and  it  wa^  very  acceptable.  I  had  an  aceount 
of  your  Yearly  Meeting  from  W.  Hodgson,  who  was  there,  and  it 
greatly  interested  and  comforted  me,  and  a  few  other  of  my  dear  friends 
to  whom  I  showed  it  in  confidence.  Oh  I  what  a  comfort  it  would  be 
to  8ome  burdened  mind:^  to  meet  together  thus  in  a  purified  state  in  our 
Yearly  Meeting  capacity.  But  dear  friend^  tliere  h  great  need  for  you 
to  keep  a  close  watch  over  your  own  spirits,  and  to  cleave  to  the  pure 
gift  of  Divine  light  and  life,  that  so  you  may  be  preserved  in  a  true 
living  exercise,  in  pui-ity  of  doctrine  and  discipline,  in  faithfulness  of 
practice  and  in  deep  humility  before  the  Lord ;  for  many  eyes  are  upon 
you  for  evil,  watching  for  your  liHlting,  your  declining  in  life,  or  exal- 
tation above  the  lowly  and  safe  ground  1  I  earnestly  and  unceasingly 
desire  your  preservation  on  every  band,  and  especially  that  your  little 
camp  may  he  kept  clean  by  a  right  and  Uving  discipline,  such  as  was 
first  set  up  amongst  us !  I  wish  that  other  members  of  different  Yearly 
Meetings  on  your  continent  might  be  also  stirred  up  to  go  and  aee  and 
feel  for  them.^elves  how  things  are  amongst  you — it  might  remove  much 
prejudice.  It  appeared  by  W.  H,*3  letter  as  if  those  who  went  from 
Philadelphia  Yearly  Meetings  were  mostly  younger  Friends;  it  would 
be  desirable  for  older  ones  and  those  of  acknowledged  weight  to  go, 
whose  judgment  might  be  more  valued.         *         •         ♦         ♦ 

I  am  distressed  on  account  of  W.  E.,  having  for  some  years  felt  a 
fear  be  was  leaning  to  human  wisdom  and  prudence,  to  the  hindering 
of  the  true  zeal,  and  conseijuently  to  the  hurt  of  the  pure  cause  of 
Truth  I  His  influence  being  so  great  in  their  Yearly  Meeting,  I  fear 
guch  conservative  views  will  gel  strengthened  and  increased  to  the 
weakening  of  many,  and  to  the  burdening  of  the  more  upright  and 
faithful! 

We  have  had and amongst  ua  this  month,  they  took 

up  their  quarters  under  my  little  roof  at  Aberdeen.  ♦  •  •  ♦  • 
We  had  much  conversation  together,  and  I  touched  on  their  Yearly 
Meeting's  backwardness  in  acknowledging  you  after  they  had  united 
with  the  report  of  their  committee  and  had  waited  and  seen  the  dif- 
ferent treatment  the  two  bodies  in  New  England  had  given  their  docu- 
ment, and  therefore  knew  thereby  what  manner  of  spirit  each  was  of  1 
and  I  endeavored  to  show  how  I  felt  upon  those  conservative  views, 
and  what  harm  they  might  and  I  believed  would  do.     Ah  !  I  tear  it  is 


468 


JOtTRKAL  OF  JOHN  WaBUll, 


&  device  of  the  enemy  to  frustrate  tho  shaking  off  of  impurity  from  our 
Society,  and  tlie  niiising  thereof,  and  shining  forth  in  the  glory,  and  to 
ihe  sprearling  of  the  kingdom  of  (ht^  Lord  and  his  Christ!  But  he  is 
ahle  to  hring  good  to  hi.s  chosen  and  faithful  ones,  t^en  out  of  all  tho 
evil  that  the  wily  enemy  muses;  and  I  have  thought  that  the^e  tilings 
are  an  additional  call  on  its  to  watch  against  our  own  (Spirits  and  to 
geek  for  renewed  humility  and  close  keeping  before  the  Lord,  that  so 
thefte  things  may  not  drive  us  off  our  guard,  or  out  of  the  true  patience 
and  lively  exercise,  hut  may  tend  like  a  very  hot  furnane  to  our  further 
rctining  and  estahlishing  in  purity  and  real  value.  I  was  pleased  to 
see  hy  tho  Philadelphia  "  Friend "  that  Ohio  has  not  yet  yielded 
to  recognize  the  larger  l)ody.  •  ♦  •  •  Every  year  we  seem 
retrograding,  and  though  in  some  respect?  our  Ia*t  Yearly  Meeting 
seemed  more  favorable,  it  was  somewhat  comparable  to  a  fire  wliich  be- 
fore it  hursts  forth  seems  to  be  almost  gone  !  so  that  some  of  u:^  seem 
to  shudder  in  Ihe  fearful  looking  for  of  what  may  come  n|>on  us  ere 
long  !  But  we  know  nothing  shall  harm  us  if  we  be  followers  of  that 
which  la  good,  and  so  we  desire  to  possess  our  souls  in  i>atience,  humbly 
trusting  that  the  Lord  will  cause  all  things  to  work  together  for  good  10 
those  who  truly  love  him. 

Thy  nearly  united  friend, 

Lydu  a.  Barclay. 


FROM    LYDfA    A.    BARCLAY    TO    J.    TV. 


Abcrdeon,  2(Jtb  of  2d  mo^  1861. 


MT  D£AR  A3i9   VALCTSB   FRIKKD  JOHN  WILBUB, 


•  •  ♦  ♦ 

I  can  fully  enter  into  feeling  with  thee  respecting  your  own  state, 
I  can  believe  you  must  feel  the  want  of  the  refreshment  and  help  of  the 
spirits  of  divers  visitors  from  a  distance,  whose  cocnpany  you  have  for^ 
merly  been  used  to  have ;  but  I  agree  with  thee  it  may  perhaps  be  60 
wisely  ordered  for  your  preservation^  and  if  you  have  lire  life  of  the 
blessed  Head  of  his  church  circulating  daily  amongst  you,  what  can 
you  want  more !  He  can  make  up  for  the  want  of  all  outward  helpa ! 
This  wnll  keep  you  in  a  savory  and  consistent  conduct  and  conversation^ 
in  a  pure  and  lively  ministry,  and  in  a  faithful  discipline,  which  may 
keep  your  camp  clean  ! 

I  often  think  it  was  the  want  of  a  faithful  exercise  of  the  discipline, 
one  hundred  and  thirty  years  ago,  that  let  wrong  things  in  ministry  and 
practice  creep  in  amongst  us,  and  get  rooted  and  spread  a  leavening  influ- 
ence over  others,  whereby  such  universal  gradual  degeneracy  overcame 
U9  I    And  now  to  ktok  at  and  consider  well  our  Society^  it  resembles 
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'Iflan  ever  the*  other  gcots  and  profe^stonii  that  are  in  the  worlds 
as  being  j>ecnlinr  !     Wa  are  hinn/niably  gone  from  that  teatimony 
ilt^t  evil,  which  ori^^nally  we  were  called  to  ujiliold,       •     •     •     • 
auinbers  are  lessening,  iind  youuger  ooe*  do  not  so  quickly  ri*e  up 
nil  their  places.     Whereas,  those  of  the  modem  sort  who  are  removed 
^eath,  are  very  rapidly  succeeded  by  others  in  their  spiriL 
I  remain^  with  dear  love  to  thee  and  wife, 

Thy  faithful  friend,  Lyuijl  A.  Babcljlt. 


FBOM    LYDIA    A.    BARCLAY   TO    J.    W. 


Aberdeen,  Uth  of  4th  mo.,  lUh 

••••••     1  can  fully  enter  into  thy  account  of  the 

lauiiiv  in  practice  and  disci])lJne  in  the  larger  body  ;  and  I  believe  it  will 

V  t!i.»re  and  more  evident  and  conspicuous,  as  it  is   becoming  with  us 

jtand«  until  we  a^hall  merge  into  the  ways  and  spirit  completely  of 

WW  ina>*  of  other  professors ;  though  perhaps  the  plain  dress  may  be 

^  btt  thing  that  may  be  given  up  to  fitll  to  the  ground,  inan^miich  as 

h  looki  60  plaasible   and   sweet,   and  adds   respect  to   us  1       And  I 

4o  Dot  look  for  any   relief  to  the  oppres^sed  remnant  until  this  time 

AtXi  come,  and   then  I  believe   a  faithful  remnant  will  be  gathered, 

Wof  the  many  lifeless  professions  (and  ours  among  t!iem)  i\s  in  the 

b^mung  of  our  day  I     And  tlien  Truth  shall  mightily  increase   and 

toe  brightly  !     I  long  that  you,  and  all  those  who  hold  truly  to  ancient 

'**'" "^ple*  in  our  land,  may  be  close  in  watchfulnes^s  unto  prayer  for  our 

'  preservation  in  uprightness  and  io   deep  humility,  even   if  we 

*^kl  «ee  the  tall  of  many ;  for  we  know  it  is  the  Lonl's  power  alone 

■W  can  preserve  us  from  falling,  and   his  grace  that  shall  be  sufficient 

■f""*  all  trials,  and  for  every  duty  !     In  thinking  of  our  lapse,  (as 

•'HiM  by  Iifelc8»  ministry,  laxity  of  discipline,  immorality,  ewerving^ 

**ft  true  simplicity  and  ,*inoerity,  incon.^islency  of  practice  as  regards 

il>ves|oDe^,  manner  of  doing  business,  and  not  disowning  in  divers  in- 

'*'**5  far  marrying  contrary  to  rules,)  and  of  the  shaking  that  there  is  in 

"**  tonntry  among  the  various   professors  separations   among  the  dis- 

*^**f»,  and    inertias*?  of   the    Papists    and    Unitarians,  I    have    been 

"—•^  lately  with  a  prophecy  concerning  the  Papists,  and  moreover  by 

*  '**pi4h  prittt,  strange  to  say,  (which  appeared  in  the  London  Friend 

'*d  month,}  it  so  remarkably  coincides  with  that  of  Usher  as  well 

J'^Uiinds  me  of  L.   Gmlfrey's,  both   of  which   were  in   the   British 

lajt  autumn.    These  are  awful  times,  and  wickedness  and  decep- 

surely  never  at  such  a  height  as  now  in  this  country,  and  they 
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must  bring  down  DiTine  judginent  sooner  of  later  I     But  wlmtCTer 
shakings  and  troubles  and  fearful  sight*  may  be  in  the  world,  there  is 
comfort  in  reraembenng  the  hinguage,  "Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfect 
peace,  whose  mind  h  stayed   on   thee,  because  he  tnisteth  in  thee  I " 
Oh !  that  we  may  then  "  trust  in  the  Lord  forever ;   for  in  the  Lord 
Jehovah  is  everlasting  strength,"  bearing  in  mind  that  the  true  trust 
implies  an  humble  yielding  to  his  holy  power  I      •••••• 

Thy  nearly  united  friend, 

L.  A,  Barclay. 


[The  person  to  whom  the  following  letter  was  addressed, 
had  since  the  comraenceraent  of  the  present  troubles  in  cor 
Society  in  New  England,  voluntarily  introduced  to  the  writer 
the  subject  of  the  disastrous  tendency  of  the  unsound  doc- 
trines spread  among  us,  and  in  the  most  uneqoiv^ocal  manner 
bore  her  testimony  against  them.  But  subsequently  the  writer 
was  informed  that  she  had  changed  her  ground,  and  was  giving 
her  strength  and  support  to  those  who  were  sustaining  said 
doctrines  and  theii  author,  and  had  come  to  be  in  full  fellow- 
ship with  them.  This  change  in  one  whom  he  had  esteemed 
and  loved  so  well  in  the  feUowship  of  that  faith  which  chang- 
eth  not,  produced  in  him  a  deep  concern  for  her  safe  standing, 
insomuch  that  he  took  two  Friends  with  him  and  made  her  a 
visit  at  her  own  house.  On  this  occasion  he  reminded  her  of 
that  memorable  account  in  Holy  Writ  of  the  command  to  the 
ministers,  the  priests  of  the  Lord,  to  stand  firm  upon  the  bot- 
tom of  Jordan,  with  the  Ark  of  the  testimony  upon  their 
shoulders  until  the  people  had  passed  clean  over  Jordan ;- — that 
if  they  had  despaired  and  thrown  the  Ark  of  the  testimony 
from  their  shoulders,  it  could  not  be  mere  presumption  to 
suppose  that  Jordan  would  have  returned  and  overwhelmed 
the  priests  and  the  people,  and  consequently  no  stones  of  me- 
morial could  have  been  brought  and  set  up  at  Gilgal  I  But 
she  attempted  to  vindicate  her  change,  by  saying  that,  when  she 
had  testified  against  the  unsound  doctrines,  her  service  in  that 
respect  was  accomplished  j  and  she  believed  it  to  be  her  place 
to  associate  with  those  who  hold  and  support  them ;  and  that 
the  writer  ought  to  have  done  so  Likewise,] 
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DKAK  aOFHJlONIA. 


HopkiotOQ,  Otb  mo.,  2(1, 1851. 


I  may  well  soaildress  ihee,  inasmuch  as  the  well-being  and  happi- 
ness of  thy  imtnui'tul  spirit  seems  to  be  preeioua  indeed  to  roe,  how 
then  must  the  eternal  salvatfoii  of  thy  hou!  appear  to  theef  The  true 
witness  and  testimony  of  God*,-!!  jmwer,  if  yet  alive  within  t!iee  will 
tell  thee  the  Truth,  if  thou  wilt  only  make  a  ichok  burnt  offer- 
ing of  thy  own  will  unto  the  Lord  thy  God,  he  will  yet,  as  I  hope  and 
trust,  speak  peace  to  thy  souU  and  thereby  put  an  end  to  the  strife  of 
tongues  within  thee^  and  jsuflfer  thee  no  longer  to  strive  with  him 
at  the  fountain  of  bitterness,  vainly  hoping  in  thy  own  way  to  draw 
sweet  waters  trora  thence,  or  to  drink,  as  formerly,  of  the  blessed 
overflowing  of  hh  cup  of  love  and  of  life,  when  he  was  pleased  to 
hHiid  it  in  hi:^  own  way  aud  in  his  own  time,  to  thy  great  refresh- 
ment and  rejoicing,  as  well  as  to  the  con-^olatbn  of  the  truly  living 
ones  in  our  Zion.  Well,  dear  friend,  it  ia,  and  ever  wai^,  an  office 
both  precious  and  honorable  to  be  in  the  hand  of  the  Lortl  a  conduit 
through  which  he  may  please  to  pour  t'urth  tlie  holy  oil^ — ^the  water  of 
life  upon  \m  heritage  !  And  thou  ha<t  through  the  mercies  of  ihe  Ijordj 
well  known  that  no  man  nor  body  of  men  can  give  of  thi^  holt/  mthstanct 
but  him  alone^ — not  even  patriarchs,  nor  prophets  nor  apostles,  nor  can 
ten  thousand  of  them  convey  tfie  lea^t  morsel  of  the  bread  of  life,  with- 
out Chrj.-il  the  Lord  first  give  it  to  thera^  and  commission  them  to  give 
it,  when  he  will  and  to  whom  he  wilU  and  in  such  measure  as  he 
will.  And  thou  ha^t  clearly  seen,  my  dear  friend,  that  whatsoever 
has  been  g^ven  or  attempted  to  be  given,  without  such  a  commission 
at  the  time,  has  been  but  poor  and  dry  and  dead,  adralni^te^ng  no 
life  or  nourishment  to  a  hungry  soul,  and  can  be  no  better  than  the 
husks  which  swine  feed  upon*  Nor  can  the  ministers  of  Christ  ever 
devise  or  ^u.^ign  to  themselves  a  path  to  walk  in,  or  a  field  of 
labor,  though  in  their  own  apprehension  mi>rc  i>rofit4ihle,  because  more 
extensive,  than  the  narrow  path,  or  as  it  may  appear  to  them  the  more 
limited  ground  of  the  Lord's  own  appointment!  Alas  J  for  these  dc' 
ceived  and  mistaken  ones;  because  their  own  contrivanee,  their  own 
devices  in  their  own  wisdom,  whiUt  tliey  are  distrusting  the  guidance 
of  the  true  Shepherd,  has  ever,  and  must  always  bewilder  and  lead 
them  into  darkness — and  tlien  feeling  wise  in  themselves  they  muat 
needs  take  tlie  lead  and  go  before  the  blessed  Shepherd,  and  strive 
with  him  for  leave  to  do  so,  confiding  in  the  largeness  of  their  own 
capacity  for  receiving  much  and  giving  much,  and  in  their  ability  for 
89  ♦ 
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the  oreupaney  of  a  large  field  of  labor.  To  these,  however  eminentlj 
gifted  they  may  have  been,  the  Lord  will  nut  give  hi^*  j^lory  nor  his 
praise,  becaiHe  ihey  have  chosen  the  praises  of  men  ami  the  friendship 
of  the  multitude,  rather  than  nn  humble  and  lowly  walking  with  a  era* 
cified  Saviour.  I  feel  a  desire  to  call  thy  attention  again  now,  at  this 
solemn  season,  in  a  most  brotherly  manner,  to  a  suggestion  of  thine,  when 
I  last  saw  thee  ;  to  wit,  that  inasmuch  as  thou  and  I  b<>th  had  a  testimony 
to  bear  agjiinst  the  unsound  doctrines  abroad  in  our  Society,  that  when 
(like  ihyjiclf)  I  had  clearly  borne  that  testimony,  I  ought  then  to  have 
gone  on  and  joined  hands  with  those  who  were  upholding  those  un- 
sound views  I  And  I  would  be  glad  to  know  how  such  reasoning  look^ 
to  thee  at  the  present  time.  We  know  that  sound  argument  and  good 
rea^ning  were  much  resorted  to  by  the  holy  men  of  old,  by  Christ  and 
his  apostles,  and  also  by  our  first  Friends;  but  always  (and  never 
more  than  at  the  present  time)  avoided  by  those  who  were  disposed  to 
support  en*or.  The  preaching  and  parables  of  Christ,  were  truly  an 
exemplification  of  the  soundest  of  argument  and  of  divine  reasoning, 
as  were  the  Lord'i*  testimonies  by  all  the  prophets  and  apostles ;  and  1 
would  ask,  did  his  or  their  pmetice  ever  contradict  their  testimonies  ? 
Did  the  prxiphet^,  after  they  had  faithfully  warned  the  people  against 
idolatry,  go  hand  in  hand  with  them  np  to  their  house  of  worship  ? 
WJiat  an  extensive  field  of  hibor  stood  open  to  Elijah  and  Micaiahf 
would  they  only  have  associated  with  tho:3e  great  multitudes  of  prieaitfi 
and  wor.?:hippers  of  Baal.  Nay,  rather  than  to  di^ihonor  Gud  by  such 
an  association  and  fetlowAhip,  tliey  would  be  driven  to  the  most  solitary 
Biluation  and  to  prison.  But  had  those  who  had  once  testified  against 
idolatry,  now  joined  in  fellowship  with  its  worj^ihippers,  how  greatly 
woulil  their  example  have  strengthened  such  an  here>y  i  and  how  dis- 
pleasing in  tfie  sight  of  God,  that  the  messengers  whom  h«  had  chosen 
and  sent  to  preach  against  heresy,  should  join  in  fellowship  with  the 
abettors  of  it!  When  our  worthy  predcccssorSj  the  first  Friends,  tes- 
tified against  the  errors  of  the  forma!  professors,  they  came  out  from 
them,  and  never  again  associat«xl  with  them.  But,  is  there  not  yet  a 
ray  of  hope  for  thee,  that  although  thou  hast,  witliout  good  reason,  thrown 
the  Ark  of  the  Lord's  testimonies  from  thy  shoulders,  where  himself  in 
abundant  mercy  had  cimaed  it  to  rest,  is  there  not  a  way  yet  left  thee 
whereby  the  Lord  will  deign  by  his  almighty  power  and  through  his 
tender  love  to  recover  it  for  thee,  if  tliuu  wilt  in  all  submission  fall 
down  at  his  feet  in  the  needful  self-abasement,  so  that  the  waters  of 
Jordan  may  not  return  until  thou  hast  passed  clean  over !  Oh  !  feel  for 
the  bottom  thereof  with  weeping  and  with  prayer  and  fasting,  beseech- 
ing of  Him  who  died  for  us  that  he  would  forgive  thee,  and  give  thee 
thy  feet  again,  and  strength  to  step  forward  through  this  mighty  river,  so 
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itial  to  l>e  waded  by  all  the  inhnbitant3  of  the  holy  city,  or  I  fear  it 
win  overwhelm  thee.  That  a  victory  may  be  thy  happy  experience,  h 
the  sincere  desire  and  prayer  of  the  writer  of  these  lines  ;  and  whether 
attained  or  not,  one  thing  I  b(?lieTe  to  be  poa.^ible,  for  thee  to  avouch  the 
testimony  again  which  thy  Redeemer  once  gave  thee  to  hear  again:4t 
those  pernicious  sentiments  that  have  so  lamentably  scattered  the  Lord*8 
people.  And  remember,  I  entreat  tliee,  bow  much  help  to  tbc  Lord's 
cause,  and  how  well  pleading  to  him  would  be  such  a  renewed  testitiiony 
against  tho'je  ^ixd  doetrines  which  have  bo  sorrowfully  divided  us  in 
Jacob  and  scattered  us  in  Israel. 

I  should  he  truly  glad  to  hear  from  thee  and  how  it  is  with  thee  every 
way. 

From  thy  affectionate  friend  and  true  well  wislier, 

John  WiLntjR. 


FROM    LYDIA    A.   BAECLAY   TO   J.    W. 

Aberdeen,  25th  of  7lh  ma.,  1851. 

MY  DSAlt  FRIEND, 

•  •  •  ♦  •  There  h  need  of  faithful 

standard-bearers  amongst  us,  for  there  seemed  at  this  Yearly  Meeting, 
but  a  mere  handful  on  the  women's  side»  who  would  put  a  spoke  in  the 

wheel  for  the  Truth !  We  missed  dear and  — — much, 

BO  that  IL  M.,  R.  R.  and  L.  C.  were  the  only  ones  that  look  any  active 
pait  on  the  ancient  side ;  as  for  my  t)oor  self,  I  am  so  deaf  I  am  of 
little  use,  yet  wiu  mercifully  enabled  Lo  lift  up  my  vocal  trumpet  twice 
hi  our  sitting-i,  and  twice  in  the  select  ones,  to  my  relief  and  peace  how- 
ever unworthy.  We  were  favored,  I  thought,  witli  more  of  quiet  this 
year  than  sometimes  ;  perhaps  the  presence  (or  rather  inward,  deep 
travail  of  spirit)  of  the  two  dear  Philadelphia  Frienik  might  have  an 
overawing  effect,  and  tend  to  keep  dovvn  the  li;iht  and  ehaffy  ;  for  some 
that  are  rather  light-weighted  were  wholly  silent  I  But  poor  A.  B. 
nothing  cheeks  her,  and  she  spoke  some  days  ten  times,  so  as  even  to 
try  some  of  the  junior  cla^^s,  m  I  heard  r      »       •       •         ♦         ♦ 

I  hw\  hoped  that  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting  would  have  made  a 
stand  this  year,  but  I  suppose  the  conservative  influence  was  loo  strong  ; 
and  then  they  are  lo!«(ng  some  valiants  such  as  dear  Christopher  Mealy ; 
«o  that  1  fear  lest  weakness  may  overtake  all  that  Yearly  Meeting,  and  it 
may  sink  into  the  common  ma^s  of  modified  Quakers  and  carry  Ohio 
with  it  I  Our  own  state  is  deplorable  indmdy  and  becoming  more  and 
more  vile  in  the  estimation  of  the  world,  who  now  justly  look  u[ion  us 
as  a  sect  like  others ;  and  bO  it  would  aeem  we  are,  seeing  in  a  mass 
we  are  so  greatly  degenerated  and  gone  back  to  the  door  of  the  house 
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of  bondage^  and  the  outer  court  whence  our  rorefathers  were  broi 
out,  lo  partake  of  the  true  liljerty  and  pure  life  and  holy  worihip  of 
ioner  temple  !•••••• 

It  woiiM  be  a  jrrcut  c^^mfort  to  meet  in  a  little  purified  capacity  u 
you  do,  but  our  time  is  not  yet  fully  4.-orae  to  be  delivered  ;  and  we  mu&t 
not  rush  forward  in  our  own  creaturely  will  or  wisdom,  lest  the  query 
should  go  forili,  '*  Who  hath  required  this  at  your  hand?"  I  believe 
we  are  rapidly  drawin*^  nearer  and  nearer  a  preciidce,  by  which  we 
raay  get  clear  of  our  enuumbering  oppression,  but  in  what  way  I  do 
not  yet  see — certainly  not  by  the  Episicopaliaiis  seeing  their  error  anil 
returning  to  first  principles ;  such  a  thing  is  not  at  all  likely.  We  have 
a  committee  of  six  to  visit  Scotland,  from  the  Yearly  Meeting  expected 
at  our  General  Meeting  next  inotith.         ♦  •  •  •  • 

But  ahifl !  huaum  wi.sduni  i.H  set  to  work  in  the  nomination  of  tliese 
committees;  and  then  man's  convenience,  riches,  will,  or  int!uence  is 
looked  at,  instead  of  the  tiualifications  of  the  spirit  of  Christ — the 
jud*;[nent  and  discernment  for  the  Trirth;  so  what  can  we  expect ! 

Oh  !  that  we  may  l>c  graciously  permitted  to  meet  in  the  heavenly 
country,  where  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling,  and  the  weary  are  at 
rest !  Thy  steady  friend, 

L.  A.  Babclat. 


FROM  J.    W.    TO    BENJAMIN    SEEBOHM.* 

HopkintoOf  10th  mo.,  18*1, 

TO  DKNJAUIM  SEEDunil,  E£&PECTED  PBLKIfD, 

When  thou  called  at  our  hou^e^  thy  time,  as  it  appeared^  did  not 
adroit,  as  I  de4red,  of  a  [>ersonal  conver-^ation  u\Kin  the  unhappy  dissen- 
sion and  interruption  of  harmony  which  lias  of  late  so  troubled  the  So- 
ciety of  Frieuds.  And  inasmuch  as  a  concern  luis  re.sted  with  me, 
not  only  on  account  of  the  perilous  condition  in  wliicli  the  church  under 
our  name  has  becotne  involved  ;  but  on  t!iy  account  as  an  individual, 
and  the  part  thou  hast  been  reported  lo  have  taken  and  acted,  in  sup- 
porting the  ground  and  cause  of  the  dissension  so  rife  in  the  Society, 
I  saw  no  way  {under  the  circumstance  of  tliy  having  so  soon  embarked 
for  Eugland)  for  the  relief  of  my  own  mind,  but  this,  of  resorting  to 
pen  and  paper-    I  have  many  times  quietly  passed  over  its  revival, 

♦  The  original  dmd  of  thi*  letter  was  found  tttiiong  J.  W/s  papers  appareatlj  in  an 
un^nisbcd  state;  but  tli©  prewnt  copy  is  bclkvetl  to  be  nearly  m  it  wm  sent,  so  fara* 
it  goe«.  ft  may  also  be  here  stated  in  regard  to  n  favr  othor  of  his  totters  of  cAm  citugy 
tbat  iiiosmnch  as  be  gonemlly  Icept  the  first  C9*uy  for  tiU  own  copy,  frora  wtilcli  ttio«o 
sent  ivere  truiwcribeO,,  it  is  very  probable  thnt  he  raay  huve  madti  Aome  clianges  in  the 
language ;— but  these  are  beliflvod  not  ta  be  muteriiUf  or  to  embrace  any  matter  of  im- 
portance. 
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under  an  apprehension  that  probably  I  might,  in  time,  feel  clciir  in  the 
omifision  of  it ;  but  now,  afi^r  so  much  time  has  elapsed,  I  still  feel  the 
conviction  that  it  will  not  only  conduce  to  the  peace  of  iny  own  mind, 
to  address  thee  on  the  subject,  but  that  the  time  for  it  has  come,  how- 
ever incompetent  I  am  to  do  justice  to  the  great  and  good  cause* 

First  then,  my  friend,  thou  wilt  not  presume  to  plead  ignorance  or 
the  want  of  understanding  the  ground  and  occasion  of  trouble  in  our 
Society. 

The  original  doctrines  of  Friends  have  been  indefinitely  called  in 
question^  and  declared  defective,  by  a  late  noted  writer  of  llie  Society 
in  thy  own  country ;  and  not  only  so,  many  of  those  doctrines  have 
been  aeveraJly  perverted  by  the  same  writer ;  and  his  views  thereon 
Lave  been  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  Society  for  their  reception  instead  of 
the  original  doctrines  of  Friends,  thereby  gainsaying  those  of  Fox, 
Barclay,  Pennjaad  Penuington;  and  assuming  himself  to  be  wiser  than 
they  in  relation  to  the  things  of  Ged*s  kingdom,  his  way  and  means  of 
redemption  and  of  man's  salvation,  and  thus  controverting  many  of  the 
doctrines  approved  by  the  whole  body  of  those  deeply  proved,  largely 
qualified,  and  highly  experienced  Friends  of  the  early  days  of  the  So- 
ciety, whose  doctrines  were  clearly  proved  to  be  in  perfect  conformity 
with  the  sacred  volume,  and  whose  views  had  also  been  sanctioned  by 
the  Society,  not  only  individually  but  collectively,  by  the  respective 
Yearly  Meetings  for  nearly  two  centuries.  It  is  no  creditable  thing 
then  for  an  individual  of  our  time,  to  suppose  himself  better  qualitied 
to  define  the  doctrines  of  Truth,  than  ihey  were,  and  to  come  forward 
subsequently  to  their  leaving  the  stage  of  action  in  this  world  to  pro- 
mulgate different  sentiments  from  theirs  in  the  Society.  But  for  this 
writer  to  assume  the  right  of  controverting  the  ancient  F'riends'  doc- 
trine, and  at  the  same  time  to  deny  every  body  the  right  of  contro- 
verting his  own,  seems  very  unfair  and  absurd.  And  the  rigorous 
way  of  dealing,  and  the  jiervcrsion  of  judgment  that  was  meted  out  to 
those  who  thought  they  bad  a  better  right,  and  were  under  greater  obli- 
gation, to  make  a  stand  against  the  new  doctrines,  than  he  had  to  gain- 
say those  of  George  Fox  and  liis  friends,  sufiUciently  proves  the  degen- 
erate condition  of  tbose  aulhorkies  which,  though  in  want  of  principle, 
were  not  in  want  of  disposition  to  visit  persecution  upon  honest  Friends 
for  their  faithfulness  to  the  ancient  doctrine.  No  better  evidence,  there- 
fore, need  be  adduced  to  prove  that  such  are  disciples  of  the  autbor  of 
those  new  doctrines,  and  that  tbe  doctrines  themsehes,  and  the  practical 
results  of  thera,  are  not  very  strikingly  marked  with  Cliri^tianity— a 
corollary  which  stands  in  no  fear  of  being  refuted.  Nor  can  it  be  sup- 
posed by  the  part  tbou  hast  taken  in  tliis  country  so  decidedly,  and  for 
so  long  a  time,  that  thou  would  be  in  any  way  inclined  to  deny,  or  dis- 
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posed  to  refute  the  proposition,  that  the  largtr  body  in  New  Enj 
are  proselytes  to  the  new  doctrmes ;  on  which  ground  alone,  eithef 
their  course,  or  llij  own,  ciin  he  accounted  for. 

It  hiia  been  showUj  by  the  mo:?t  authentic  and  able  public  documents, 
that  thy  countrymun,  aforesaid,  \nis  advanced  and  published  sentuneats 
perversive  of  the  principles  of  Friends*  as  above  stated,  and  it  is  dear 
that  aiu^h  senttmenU  have  been  so  largely  imbibed  by  the  raeinl>*?rs  of 
our  Society,  and  adopted  by  so  many,  as  to  produce  the  sad  disunity 
that  exists  so  extensively  within  its  borders.  Hence  we  see  floraelhing 
of  the  immense  responsibility,  if  not  of  the  condemnation  that  must 
have  rested  upon  the  author  of  those  views,  not  merely  because  of  the 
disunity,  but  becatise  of  the  apo.^tasy  of  principle  that  has  been  coo- 
seiiuent  upon  the  dissemination  of  such  sentimenta.  Inasmuch  then 
a^  (like  Jeroboam)  he  hms  caused  Israel  to  sin,  his  accountability  is 
great. 

Ilowbeit,  the  condemnation  that  resta  upon  him,  does  not  acquit 
tho:?e  who,  (like  Adam  from  Eve»)  have  received  the  forbidden  fruit 
from  bis  hands.  But  the  degree  of  condemn atJon,  we  are  taught,  must 
be  in  proportion  to  the  measure  of  hght  and  knowleilge  which  the 
recjeiver  had  been  favored  with. 

He  that  has  known  the  blessed  effects  and  operations  of  the  life  and 
power  of  Truth  upon  his  own  heart,  and  ha:^  through  the  obedience  of 
faith  prolited  by  such  favor  to  the  drawin^j  of  the  inner  man  into  the 
newness  of  life,  if  he  afterwards  l>ectime  so  beguiled  by  the  enemy, 
throu]^h  man's  wisdom,  or  otherwise,  as  to  fall  from  this  (condition,  and 
to  step  aside  from  the  restraints  of  the  narrow  way,  ami  like  other  pro- 
fessors, to  look  more  to  the  letter  than  to  the  power  of  the  Spirit,  then 
is  he  prepared  to  receive  the  new  doctrine  and  to  throw  otF  the  restraints 
of  the  crass  of  Christ. 

Sucli  an  one  having  departed  from  his  former  good  experience  and 
enlisted  into  the  new  views,  is  not  unlikely  to  become  very  xealous  in 
propagating  them,  and  if  so,  may  in  time  be  ex:ceedingly  reprehensible; 
and  especially  if  his  heart  become  so  callous  toward  his  brother  that 
holds  fast  to  the  Truth,  that  he  is  even  capable  of  enmity  or  persecu- 
tion. Then  he  that  imparteth  and  he  that  receiveth  of  such  fruit 
become  of  one  cast,  and  if  the  receiver  do  all  in  his  power  to  promote 
the  views  and  interests  of  him  who  imparteth,  bis  accountability  must 
be  the  same  in  kind  if  not  in  degree » 

But  it  Imih  been  said^  and  I  think  with  good  reason,  that  thy  coun- 
tryman, above  referred  to,  has  done  more  harm  to  the  Society  of  Friends, 
than  any  other  individual  in  that  land  had  ever  done  since  it^  first 
organizatioti.  Now,  my  friend,  let  us  consider  the  responsibility  of  the 
ministers  of  Christj  and  how  solemn  the  inquiry  and  consideration  o< 
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how  far  we  have  been  fulfilling  siicb  high  and  holy  calling,  purely 
under  his  leading  and  direction.  But  I  must  say  to  tbee  that  I  do  feel 
coti-strained  by  ihe  requirements  of  such  a  calling,  which  can  be  exer- 
cised only  in  ihe  love  of  Christ  for  the  hflp  of  one-another,  (and  should 
be  in  honesty  and  plainness  of  speech,  and  in  such  language  as  truth 
dictate*,)  and  in  great  meekness  it  ia,  that  I  want  to  ask  tlieCj  wliether 
thou  ha^«t  not  in  the  course  of  thy  long  visit  here  in  America^  labored 
industrioujily  to  "support  the  cause  of  the  new  doctrines  and  the  interest 
of  those  who  have  identified  themselves  with  them,  and  in  suf^taining 
the  character  of  their  author  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel  in  our  Society  ? 
And  if  such  be  the  ease,  (to  which  I  am  persuaded  thou  wilt  accede,) 
I  feel  bound  to  say  to  thee  that  I  fear  an  iniraense  weight  of  respon- 
sibility re^ts  upon  thee  I  and  that  nothing  short  of  sincere  repenlanco 
can  avail  tlie©  of  the  blesited  favor  of  becoming  reconciled  to  God  by 
the  death  of  his  Son,  that  so  being  reconciled  thou  may  by  hia  hfe  bo 
saved  from  the  judgments  to  come  !  Oh  !  my  friend,  if  the  New  Tes- 
tament i^  true,  and  the  doctrines  of  our  first  Friends  (i^  entirely  con- 
fonnabie  thereto)  are  true,  then  J.  J.  Gurney  was  wrong,  and  pramul- 
gated  many  palpable  and  dangerous  errors,  which  if  adopted  and  sup- 
[lorted  by  those  who  have  once  known  the  Truth  as  it  ia  in  Jesus,  must 
exi>ose  them  to  great  condemnation, 

Hi.s  eiforts  to  destroy  our  faith  in  one  of  the  great  fundamentals  of 
Chri^itianity  and  of  primitive  Quakerism  (by  his  own  attempted  trans- 
lation of  tht!  Greek  verdion  of  those  passjiges  in  Holy  Writ  so  plain 
and  irrefragable  in  demonstration  of  the  blessed  doctrine  of  Christ  in 
man  the  hope  of  glory — Christ  the  true  tight,  &c.)  was  painful  to  hon- 
est Friends,  resorting,  as  he  did,  to  such  perversions  as  even  our  ene- 
mies in  George  Fox's  time,  did  not  resort  to.         •  »  •  ♦ 
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Ab«rdeon,  13tb,  llth  mo.,  ISGI. 
•  •♦•♦♦  j^^  wouki  be  a  relief  to  a  remnant  here  could 
we  also  be  outwanlly  united  together,  but  our  ntmibers  are  so  small, 
and  decreasing  rapidly,  that  we  can  only  mowra  in  secret !  and  I  fear 
since  the  visits  of  the  late  travellers  from  New  England,  that  their 
influence  and  preaching  tends  to  this  decrease;  they  liave  been  greatly 
extolled,  und  by  such  as  I  should  have  thought  would  luive  seen  or 
lelt  through  them  better!  They  came  here  when  I  was  in  the  North, 
in  the  9tli  mo.,  and  I  was  not  sorry  lo  escape  them.  Ah !  I  cannot 
think  well  of  a  holding  up  our  ancient  Friends  and  rtp[iarenlly  preach- 
ing of  old  doctrines,  if  there  be  not  a  testimony  felt  and  upheld  against 
J,  J.  Gurney's  doctrines;  it  seema  to  me  inconsistent,  however  plausible 
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ihiiiga  may  appear!  •«•♦♦!  gliould  have 
thought  tlie  sound  Frieoili  of  Philafkl[>hia  would  have  seeo  through 
that  contrivance  of  the  leading  eonscrvativefl  to  shut  out  the  reading 
of  your  drjL'ument  last  year;  it  is  what  we  have  for  some  years  been 
suffering  from  \  whatever  is  not  reUshed  in  upper  quarters  ha^  the 
extinguisher  placed  on  it  thus,  whether  it  be  a  ministerial  testimony 
or  a  ilirii^iplinary  propo^^idon  !  But  they  should  have  introduced  it 
again,  for  surh  hasty  doings  are  against  our  principle  of  waiting  for 
Divine  direction  !  I  fetir  the  Friends  thereaway  will  learn  all  our\ 
had  ways^  and  thus  bring  great  euffuring  to  the  honciit-hearted* 
hurt  to  the  young,  (notwithstanding  all  their  plaui^ible  endeavors  tttj 
the  contrary.)  and  great  hinderance  to  the  cause  of  Trnth,  and  I  fe 
it  will  he  in  vain  the  honest-hearted  waiting  till  others  are  remoTe^j 
by  death  ;  for  like  begetd  its  like,  and  the  work  of  baptizing  into 
similar  conservative  or  unsound  spirit  is  going  on  npace  the  while] 
And  the  dear  Friiiuds  of  Oliio,  oh !  how  undesirable  for  them  to  b#l 
pinning  their  faith  upon  the  alcove  of  the  Philadelphians !  it  will  not 
do  to  he  leaning  so  on  a  reverend  father  or  dear  friend;  thus  the 
true  plambne^s  for  the  cause  is  lost  and  weakness  rushes  in  like  a 
mighty  torrent.  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  May  the  Lord  preserve, 
the  faithful,  humble  ones  in  your  land,  wherever  scattered  and  however^ 
trif.'d  !  and  when  thou  art  favored  with  breathing  heavenward,  crare 
the  help  of  the  little  remnant  of  tried  ones  in  this  land ! 

In  that  precious  bond  which  death  has  no  power  over,  I  remain  thy 
nearly  united  and  affectionate  friend, 

Ltdia  a*  Baeclat. 


EKPEBENCE  TO  LABORS  FROM  1845  TO  1851. 
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\1SITS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA,  NEW  JERSEY,  AND  NEW  YORK,  IN  1852  AND 
1853,  AND  FURTHER  CORRESPONDENCE. 

My  account  of  the  proceedings  of  New  England  Yearly 
Meeting  and  its  committees,  from  1840  to  1B45,  recorded  in  a 
book  entitled  "  A  Narrative  and  Exposition,  Ace.,'*  gives  a 
plain  statement  of  the  trials  and  anfTerings  which  I  endured 
for  that  time,  from  the  hands  of  false  brethren,  because  of  my 
conscientiously  bearing  testimony  against  the  unsound  doc* 
trines  that  were  written  by  members  of  the  Society  in  England^ 
and  allowed  by  Friends  there  to  be  spread  largely  throughout 
all  our  settlements,  both  in  Europe  and  in  Aineriea  ;  by  which 
means  this  people  seem  to  be  rapidly  approximating  towards 
an  apostasy  from  their  first  principles ;  but  it  is  hoped  and  be- 
lieved that  a  few  will  be  spared  for  the  upholding  of  the  same 
blessed  faith  and  doctrines  of  pure  Christianity  which  were 
received  and  promulgated,  through  the  faithfulness  of  a  very 
few,  at  first,  two  centuries  ago. 

Since  the  separation  in  New  England  Yearly  Meeting, 
which  occurred  in  1845,  and  of  wliich  ample  accounts  have 
been  published,  I  have  been  much  of  the  time  engaged  in 
visiting  all  the  Quarterly  and  Monthly  Meetings,  as  well  as 
the  particular  meetings  of  those  Friends,  in  their  different 
allotments,  who  were  favored,  through  great  mercy,  to  with- 
stand the  torrent  of  unsound  doctrine  ;  some  of  them  I  have 
attended  many  times  over,  laboring,  in  the  ability  afforded, 
for  the  furtherance  and  establishment  of  their  minds  in  the 
true  profession  of  primitive  Christianity,  and  in  standing  fast 
in  the  faith,  testimonies,  and  practices  thereof,  as  did  our 
worthy  predecessors.  I  have,  also,  during  these  six  years, 
held  many  meetings  among  people  of  other  denominations, 
in  diflbrent  parts  of  New  England,  in  which  service  I  waa 
40 
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favored  to  witness  the  good  Shepherd  to  go  before,  and  his 
helping  hand  to  be  extended,  for  the  tipjiolding  of  his  testi- 
monies among  the  people. 

During  the  year  1851,  I  felt  drawings  in  my  mind  towards 
Friends  of  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting,  and  this  concern  in 
gospel  love  had  so  matured,  that  it  appeared  best  to  lay  it  be- 
fore Friends  at  our  Monthly  Meeting,  in  the  first  mo.,  1852, 
when  I  obtained  theii  certificate  of  concurrence,  in  order  for 
religious  service  in  some  parts  of  Pennsylvania  and  New 
Jersey,  and  this  certificate  was  indorsed  by  Rhode  Island 
Quarterly  Meeting,  held  in  the  second  month  following. 

For  the  accomplishment  of  this  service  I  left  home  on  sec- 
ond day,  the  23d ,  and  went  that  night  to  New  York,  where, 
next  morning,  I  met  with  my  dear  friend  William  HiM,  who 
has  kindly  given  up  to  accompany  me,  and  assist  in  the  per- 
formance of  this  service. 

We  took  the  cars  at  Jersey  City,  and  went  to  Trenton 
where  some  Friends  from  Pennsylvania  met  us,  and  we  went 
together  to  the  house  of  our  dear  friend  Sarah  Healy,  and 
soon  after  dinner  set  out  for  Buckingham  with  her,  and  our 
friend  Benjamin  Cadwallader.  We  lodged  that  night  at  the 
late  dwelling  of  Ruth  Ely,  with  three  of  her  grandchildren. 
Next  day  attended  the  Select  Quarterly  Meeting,  and  on  fifth 
day  the  public  Quarterly  Meeting,  which  was,  as  I  trust,  a 
time  of  favor,  I  was  largely  opened  on  the  passage,  "  Blow 
ye  the  trumpet  in  Zion,  proclaim  a  fast,"  fitc.  My  certificates 
were  readily  received  in  both  the  men's  and  women's  meetings* 

The  work  before  us  looks  formidable,  and  our  steppings  along 
perilous,  so  that  an  entire  trust  in  the  Divine  guidance  and 
strength  is,  above  all  things,  to  be  desired.  It  seems  likely 
that  this  service  may  be  the  hardest  of  this  kind  that  I  have 
met  with  in  the  course  of  my  pilgrimage  in  time ;  but  I  recur 
to  the  consideration  that  he  who  putteth  forth  can  control  the 
wrath  of  man,  and  make  hard  things  easy  ;  therefore  I  desire 
to  trust  in  him* 

On  sixth  and  seventh  days  we  made  some  social  visits  to 
the  families  of  Friends,  On  first  day  morning  we  went  to  the 
meeting  at  Falsington,  which  was  large,  and  I  was  consider- 
ably opened  in  gospel  authority  among  them,  greatly  to  the 
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relief,  peace,  and  comfort  of  my  own  mind,  and,  as  it  appeared, 
to  the  satisfaeHon  of  Friends  present^  many  of  whom  went 
with  us  tx>  Middletown  in  the  afternoon ;  but  this  was  rather 
a  laborious  meeting,  made  up  of  Friends,  Gurneyites,  Hicks- 
ites  and  Methodists ;  yet  I  labored  with  this  mixed  multitude 
for  some  len^h  of  time,  after  long  silence,  but  not  to  the 
obtaining  of  so  much  satisfaction  as  in  the  morning.  From 
hence  we  went  home  with  our  dear  friend  George  W.  Brown, 
and  lodged.  On  second  day  morning  he  went  with  us  to 
Philadelphia.  A  short  time  after  our  arrival,  a  prominent 
Friend  residing  in  the  city,  with  whom  I  had  some  previous 
acquaintance  called  to  see  us,  and,  after  the  usual  salutation, 
referred  to  the  reading  of  ray  certificate  at  Bucks  Quarterly 
Meeting,  and  also  to  the  appointing  of  a  meeting  for  me  at 
Middletown,  and  spoke  of  it  aa  a  violation  of  the  conclusion 
of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders,  and  aa  aa 
act  of  insubordination  in  the  Friends  of  that  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing, I  told  him,  "  that  there  were  probably  different  opinions 
on  that  subject;  that  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting  undoubt- 
edly had  a  right  to  manage  their  own  concerns,  but  that  I 
hardly  thought  it  best  for  us  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  the 
subject  at  this  time," — thinking  it  too  soon  on  coming  into 
the  city  to  take  up  such  a  subject  as  this.  He  did  not  aay 
that  I  must  not  appoint  any  meetings,  or  offer  my  certificate ; 
but  I  supposed  he  meant  it 

On  third  day  we  were  at  the  North  Meeting,  in  which  I 
had  good  service ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  was  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  sound  Friends,  and  to  the  stopping  of  the  mouths 
of  the  gainsayers.  David,  at  a  certain  time,  desired  the  Lord 
to  "show  him  a  token  for  good,  that  his  enemiea  might  see 
it  and  be  ashamed."  Though  not  asked  by  me,  I  trust  I 
have,  in  some  degree,  realized  such  favor  here  in  this  city, 
where  there  are  many  enemies  to  primitive  Quakerism. 

On  fourth  day  we  went  to  Orange  Street  Meeting,  through 
which  I  sat  in  profound  silence,  no  spring  of  the  gospel 
arising.  Dined  at  William  Evans's,  and  next  day  attended 
Arch  Street  Meeting,  in  which  I  had  open  service  in  declaring 
the  Truth.  On  sixth  day  morning,  the  5th  of  3d  mo.,  I  wrote 
a  note  to  the  Friend  who  first  met  me  in  the  city,  testifying 
against  my  being  recognized  aa  a  minister  with  a  certificate, 


472 


ronSNAL  OF  JOHN  WILBUB. 


desiring  him  to  give  me  his  objections,  in  wrUifigy  against 
niy  being  so  accredited,  in  order  that  by  having  such  objec- 
tions at  once  before  rae»  I  might  seriously  consider  the  im- 
port of  them.  After  this  we  set  out  for  New  Jersey,  and 
went  over  the  ferry  to  Mooreatowoj  to  our  dear  friends  Elb- 
enezer  and  Rachel  Roberts.  A  number  of  Friends  came 
there  for  the  purpose  of  welcoming  us  to  this  land,  and  it 
was  indeed  comforting  and  strengthening  to  us  to  meet  with 
tliese  dear  fellow-sufferers,  and  to  commune  with  them  in 
the  precious  fellowship  of  the  gospel.  We  went  this  after- 
noon to  the  house  of  our  dear  friend  Josiah  R.  Reeve,  at 
Medford,  and  it  was  very  comfortable  to  us  to  lodge  several 
nights  under  his  roof.  The  next  day  after  coming  here  we  at- 
tended Upper  Evesham  Monthly  Meeting,  in  which  my  good 
Master  gave  me  such  an  opening  as  he  had  never  given  me 
before.  It  was  concerning  the  destroying  angel  passing  over 
the  land  of  Egypt,  and  the  assurance  that  all  who  abode  not 
in  their  tents  should  perish  of  the  devouring  pestilence.  The 
Lord  is  thy  tent,  O  Jacob,  and  thy  tabernacle,  O  Israeli — 
the  only  safe  abidance  whilst  the  destroying  angel  is  now 
passing  over  our  Israel.  But,  truly,  there  are,  among  the 
leaders  of  this  large  Monthly  Meeting,  those  who  have  eyes, 
but  see  not,  and  ears,  but  hear  not,  and  are,  apparently,  com- 
pletely entangled  by  leading  characters  in  the  city,  and  made 
to  think  that  the  Yearly  Meeting  has  actually  laid  a  prohi- 
bition upon  all  the  subordinate  meetings  not  to  read  certifi- 
cates from  any  one  coming  from  New  England,  as  a  minister, 
however  well  authorized  by  the  great  Head  of  the  church  he 
may  be,  notwithstanding  the  notable  decision  of  Philadelphia 
Yearly  Meeting  in  1849,  in  regard  to  the  separation  in  New 
England.  Nevertheless,  many  Friends  did  faithfully  advocate 
the  reading  of  my  credentials  j  but  the  clerk,  who  seemed  to 
act  uprightly,  was  obliged  to  pass  over  it.  I  believe,  however, 
that  all  who  hesitated  expressed  full  unity  with  me  and  my 
testimony.  One  old  Friend,  who  said  the  most  against  read- 
ing my  certificates,  on  the  ground  of  the  supposed  prohibition 
of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  came  to  me  after^vards  and  expressed 
much  unity  with  me,  saying  they  were  in  a  bad  condition 
about  New  England  certificates!  On  first  day,  the  7t.h,  we 
went  to  Lower  Evesham  meeting,  which  was  a  highly  fa- 


HADDONHELD  MONTHLY  AND  QUARTERLY  MEETINGS. 


vored  time,  nor  clitl  I  ever  notice  a  more  profound  silence  to 
prevail  than  after  I  took  my  seat,  or  greater  attention  whilst  I 
was  speaking.  In  the  opening,  these  words  forcibly  impressed 
my  mind, "  Thy  will  be  done  on  earth,  as  it  is  done  in  heaven  ; " 
and  in  the  course  of  my  testimony,  it  was  shown  to  be  the 
Lord's  will  that  hi3  chnrch  militant  should  be  pure  and  holy, 
like  his  church  triumphant. 

We  spent  the  afternoon  with  our  aged  friend  Hinchman 
Haines,  at  his  own  house,  and  from  thence  went  that  night  to 
Ebenezer  Roberts's,  to  lodge.  On  second  day,  the  8th,  we 
went  to  Haddonfield  Monthly  Meeting — a  dark  time,  indeed^ 
and  the  darkness  was  audi  as  to  be  felt  by  us  both,  and  very 
oppressive ;  so  much  so  that  no  public  testimony  could  be 
borne  there  at  that  time.  But  I  told  them  in  the  Meeting  for 
business  that  I  had  a  few  lines  from  my  friends  at  home,  set- 
ting forth  their  unity  with  me,  and  their  concurrence  with  my 
prospect  of  service  in  these  parts,  and,  if  desired,  It  would  be 
produced ;  but  two  or  three  said  the  reception  of  it  would  be 
contrary  to  the  conclusion  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  and  so  they 
passed  Immediately  on  with  their  business.  We  attended 
their  Monthly  Meeting,  at  Moorestown,  on  third  day — an  at- 
mosphere very  different  to  us  from  that  of  the  place  we  were  at 
the  day  before  (where,  however,  there  are  undoubtedly  some 
valuable  Friends,)  At  Moorestown,  Truth  rose  into  dominion 
in  the  public  meeting,  and  the  presence  of  the  Lord  was  felt 
to  overshadow  the  assembly ;  and  although  there  were  one  or 
two,  in  the  meeting  for  business,  who  objected  to  the  reading 
of  my  certificate,  so  many  voices  called  for  it  that  the  clerk 
felt  his  way  entirely  clear  to  read  it,  and  it  was  read  in  both 
the  men*3  and  women*3  meetings.  Next  morning  the  Penn- 
sylvania Friends,  from  whom  it  seemed  hard  parting,  left  for 
home  whilst  we  were  about  to  leave  for  Haddonfield  Quar- 
terly Meeting.  In  the  Quarterly  Meeting  of  Ministers  and 
Elders  I  was  silent,  but  some  preaching  they  had  which  was 
not  very  savory  to  me,  and  the  meeting  was  dull  and  painful 
rather  than  otherwise.  The  public  meeting  next  day,  was,  I 
believe,  the  largest  Quarterly  Meeting  that  I  ever  attended  in 
America,  and  would  have  been  a  favored  one,  as  I  apprehend, 
but  for  a  sad  interruption.  When  I  was  about  to  rise,  with 
a  clear  opening,  a  minister  arose,  and  held  forth  a  long  time, 
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aod  in  a  tiresome  manner,  which  so  jostled  the  ark  that  I 

was  ready  to  think,  for  a  time,  that  it  would  not  be  recovered  ; 
however,  sitting  quietly  for  some  time,  my  prospect  a^ain 
opened,  and  although  the  meeting  had  been  long  sitting,  I  had 
some  good  service  among  them.  At  the  opening  of  the  Meet- 
ing for  business,  Hinehmim  Haines  and  Ebenezer  Roberts 
both  spoke  so  fully  in  our  favor,  and  of  their  confirmation 
that  we  from  New  England  belonged  to  a  church  of  which 
Christ  is  the  head,  that  I  felt  easy  not  to  offer  my  credentials, 
having  so  recently  offered  them  to  their  Monthly  Meeting  at 
this  place.     After  this  mectiiig  we  returned  to  Philadelphia. 

Sixth  day,  the  12fch. — ^ William  Hill  left  me  this  morning  to 
go  home  for  a  few  days,  and  during  his  absence  I  stayed 
awhile  in  the  city,  and  on  this  and  the  day  following  visited 
some  friends  and  wrote  to  my  friends  at  home.  On  Erst  day 
morning  I  attended  Arch  Street  Meeting,  and  was  so  merci- 
fully favored  in  testimony  as  to  bring  great  peace  of  mind, 
and  had  the  acknowledgment  from  dear  W.  H.  Jr.,  of  his  miity 
therewith.  Afternoon,  at  the  North  Meeting,  silent  On 
second  day  morning,  before  leaving  for  Fmnkford,  I  incident- 
ally met  with  the  Friend  who  met  me  on  my  arrival  in  the 
city,  and  to  whom  I  had  since  sent  a  note.  I  now  took  occa- 
sion to  say  to  him  that  1  had  been  in  expectation  of  a  letter 
from  him,  giving  his  reasons,  in  writing,  why  a  minister  coming 
from  us  could  not  be  recognized  within  Philadelphia  Yearly 
Meeting.  He  said  that  he  had  already  given  me  the  whole 
reason  verbally,  to  wit ;  that  the  Select  Yearly  Meeting 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  no  minister  coming  from  New 
England  should  be  recognized  until  the  question  should  be 
decided  which  of  the  parties  were  the  legitimate  body  of 
Friends;  he  said  he  saw  no  way  for  any  minister  coming 
from  the  "  smaller  body  "  to  be  recognized  here,  or  to  be  allowed 
to  appoint  meetings.  I  told  him  it  would  be  a  great  hard* 
ship  to  a  minister  coming  here  in  the  right  authority,  to  be 
obliged  to  be  detained  from  one  meeting  day  to  another,  and 
not  be  allowed  to  appoint  meetings.  He  said  he  thought 
there  was  no  help  for  it  I  asked  him  a  few  questions,  and 
the  interview  ended,  and  I  went  to  Frankford,  where  I  spent 
several  days;  attending  their  meeting,  writing  to  my  valued 
friend  Lydia  A.  Barclay,  at  Aberdeen,  and  also  to  the  Friend 
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above  alluded  to  ;  the  latter  not  to  be  forwarded  until  inspected 
by  aome  solid  Friends.  Meantime,  I  returned  to  the  city,  and 
went  with  several  Friends  out  to  Plyinourh,  to  see  the  widow 
of  my  dear  deceased  friend  Ezra  Comfort,  whom  I  visited, 
■with  a  number  of  her  chiklrcu,  and  attended  their  little  meet- 
ing on  first  day,  all  to  good  satisfaction.  On  the  same  evening 
I  returned  to  the  city,  and,  after  due  examination,  sent  my 
letter  to  the  Friend,  as  foilow^s  : 


Fmnkford,  3tl  mo,»  ITth,  1863, 


TO  Mr  DBAR  FiUKMDf  , 

Not  having  ctmtem plated  pjoing  into  the  subject  which  thou  intro- 
duceil  to  m<j  on  my  arriviil  iu  Pljiladelphia  cm  the  l&t  in^t.,  I  was  noi 
prepared  lor  a  dLsi'u^i^ion  of  it  at  that  tioie;  nor  do  I  yt?t  feel  compe-' 
tc'jit,  by  any  mean!*,  to  §,penk  of  it  in  a  marnitir  commensurate  with  it% 
importance; ;  but,  inasmuch  as  it  nearly  rcdale^  to  my  present  concern 
and  religious  service  in  these  parts,  I  did^  on  a  litile  rdl»?ction^  feel  a 
desire  lo  see  thy  view  of  tlie  whole  case,  stated  at  once  on  piiper,  Ln- 
eluding  the  grcjund  of  thine  and  others*  objection?,  (if  other  there  be,) 
to  die  recognition  of  i^ound  ministers  from  what  is  called  the  "  smaller 
bodv  "  in  New  Englund-  llcnce  the  occasion  of  my  note  lo  thee  on 
the  5th,  and  of  my  saying  lo  thee,  on  our  incidentul  meeting  on  second 
day  last,  that  I  was  in  expectation  of  a  letter  from  thee.  Now,  should 
I  have  understood  thee  lo  say,  that  thou  had  given  mt*  the  tty/iole 
^nmnd  of  objection  at  the  tirst  interview,  to  wit,  tlie  conclusion  of 
your  Yearly  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Eldere,  and  ihat  it  was  diere- 
fore  unnece-i^ary  to  give  it  in  writing?  And  when  I  asknil  the  ques- 
tion, whether  your  Ye-arly  Meeting  of  Mini-slers  and  Elders  were 
audionzed,  by  your  diacipline,  to  dictate  the  proceedings  of  your  sub- 
ordiiMiie  ineetiugti  for  discipline,  was  I  correct  in  iiuderslunding  thee  to 
SJiy  that  it  was  not  so  autburized?  And  further,  when  I  a^ked  thee  if 
any  pn>hibition  was  laid,  or  had  been  laid,  upon  our  minij^terd  being 
countenanced  in  apfwinting  meetings  within  your  Yearly  Meeting,  did 
I  rightly  understand  ihee  to  say  there  had  been  none?  And,  did  I 
correctly  understand  thee  to  say,  notwithstanding  what  thou  had  before 
ttated  (as  the  ground  of  objection),  that  thou  didst  not  see  any  way 
tliat  we  could  be  availed  of  our  rights,  until  we  should  be  acknowledged 
by  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meethjg?  Again  acknowledged?  And  was 
this  consequence  considered  in  the  decision  of  the  Select  Yearly  Meet- 
ing ?  And  was  there,  or  was  there  not,  tuiy  future  act  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting,  alluded  to  at  the  time  when  such  conclusion  wus  come  to? 
And  was  there  ever  any  record  made  of  such  conclusion,  or  when  its 
effects  should  terminate  ?   or  any  olBcial  account  of  it  feciit  down  to 
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Quarterly  or  Monthly  Meetm^s  ?  And  should  I  not  understand  (!iat 
such  conclusion  looked  forward  to  such  time  as  when  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing shoold  exiimine  the  New  England  case,  and  decide  the  important 
question  of  right  and  wrong  hetween  the  two  botlies?  We,  on  the  one 
part,  are  well  satisfied  with  thu  hmgnage  of  the  "  Report  *'  adopted  by 
your  Yearly  Meeting,  viz:  that  "Common  justice  and  the  cause  of 
Truth  demand  that  the  claims  of  each  should  he  impartially  exam- 
ined," and  "  that  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Society,  under  the  guid- 
ance of  Divine  wisdom,  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  tlie  case, 
60  that  it  may  not  wiiJUiold  from  those  to  whom  they  may  belong  the 
precious  rights  and  privileges  which  mennbership  in  our  Society  con- 
fers." This  I  understand  as  a  plain  prelude  and  reference  to  their 
decision  of  the  case,  an  account  of  which  decision  immediately  follows 
Hhis  extract  from  the  document  containing  the  Report— see  pages  from 
29  to  38 — ^unnecessary,  and  too  long  to  he  all  quoted  here ;  hut  wliich  we 
understood  to  be^  and  still  understand  to  be,  an  able  and  clear,  as  well 
as  candid,  decision  of  the  ciise  between  those  who  had  stood  fast  in  the 
support  of  the  doctrines  and  discipline  of  the  Society,  and  those  who 
bad  violated  both ;  setting  forth  which  of  the  parties  was  entitled  to 
acknowledgement  by  Piiilndelphia  Yearly  Meeting,  and  confirmed  by 
a  pertinent  quotation  from  Robert  Barclay. 

But  I  feel  as  if  it  would  be  right  to  refer  to  a  few  items  more,  in 
this  remarkable  summary  of  their  decision.  Page  31  it  says,  *"*  If  con- 
sistent and  exercised  members  are  not  to  be  allowed  to  declare  their 
dissent  from  unsound  doctrines,  then  farewell  to  the  maintenance  of  any 
sound  doctrine  in  the  church  of  Christ."  "This  would  be  an  inlet  to 
the  greatest  innovations,  and,  in  time,  might  overturn  the  Society.'* 

Again,  *'  Although  the  manner  in  which  this  separation  was  effected 
was  not  such  as  we  think  affords  a  precedent  safe  to  be  followed  in  the 
organization  of  a  Yearly  Meeting,  yet,  inasmuch  as  those  Friends 
which  compose  the  smaller  body,  appear  to  have  acted  from  a  sincere 
desire  to  maintain  the  doctrines  and  discipline  of  the  Society,  and  the 
rights  secured  by  it  to  all  its  raemhers,  and  had  been  subjected  to  pro- 
ceedings oppressive  in  their  chai^acler,  and  in  violation  of  the  acknowl- 
edged principles  of  our  church  goveniment,  we  believe  that  they 
cofdinue  to  be  entitled  to  the  rights  of  merabei'ship,  and  to  such  ac- 
knowledgment by  their  brethren  as  may  be  necessary  for  securing  the 
enjoyment  of  those  rights." 

Firstj  then,  I  might  remark  that  the  manner  of  this  separation  was 
not  contrived  by  any  concert  of  our  people,  but  as  way  appeared  to  be 
made  for  it,  by  the  hand  of  a  gracious  Providence,  tor  our  deliverance ; 
but,  truly,  as  you  say,  "it  was  the  course  pursued  by  them,  (the  Gur- 
neyites,)  in  these  transactions,  which  led  to  a  separation."     And^  inaa- 


REPLY   TO  OBJECTIOJJS  TO   HIS  KECEPTION.  4  J  I 

much  as  there  never  1ms  been  anj  rule  laid  down  05  ti  **  precedent "  lo 
be  followed  in  a  deliverance  of  those  wlio  serve  the  Lonl  from  those 
who  serve  him  not,  there  havt  seldom  any  two  ca^es,  among  all  that 
have  transpin^d,  been  alike,  but  often  very  different ;  nor  was  the  New 
England  &e|mralion  contemplated,  on  our  pnrt,  iis  an  imiiation  of  any 
other,  or  to  be  a  precedent  for  any  herenfrer  to  adopt;  and  we  agree 
with  you  that  it  might,  therefoiv,  be  unsafe  to  attempt  to  follow  it,  in 
manner  and  fonn,  in  different  cai^es. 

Cirenni?tances  have  been  so  different,  from  the  earliest  time,  in  thos^ 
cases  where  the  Lord's  peyjde  hnd  lapsed  into  p:reat  erixir*  that  we  be- 
hold the  variety  of  ways  which  he  has  devised  for  the  deliverance  of 
those  who  feared  him  from  those  who  were  involved  in  error  and  dark- 
ness* 

Second,  "that  they  continue  to  be  entitled  to  the  rights  of  mem- 
bership, and  to  such  acknowledgment  by  their  brethren  as  may  be 
necessary  for  securiu;;  the  enjoyment  of  those  rights/*  This  we  under- 
stand not  to  have  been  said  to  those  of  the  "  hirger  Ijody,"  whom  both 
you  and  we  hiive  testified  against,  hut  to  those  of  tlie  '"smaller  body," 
that  they  continue  to  be  (as  tliey  had  been)  members  of  the  Society, 
and  entitled  to  the  right;!  of  membership,  and  to  such  acknowledgment 
by  their  brethren  as  may  be  necessary  for  securintf  the  enjopneni  of 
those  riglds, 

AVe  understand  that  when  this  case  was  submitied  to  the  Meeting 
for  Suflenngs,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  so  inquiring  into  the  facts  ajid 
circumstances  connected  with  the  division  in  New  England,  as  that  the 
Tearly  Meeting  might  know  how  to  decide  uiiderstandingly  which  body 
should  be  accredited  as  the  legtlimate  body  of  Friends.  And  wan  their 
report,  so  clearly  awarding  to  each  body  its  due,  received  as  satisfa^ry 
by  the  Yearly  Meeting  ?  And,  if  their  representation  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  "smaller  body"  is  correct,  why  not  accredit  the  least  and 
humblest  of  tlie  Lord's  messengers  coming  from  thence,  if  their  ex- 
ample is  gooil, and  their  mini-^try  savory? 

Now,  in  a  view  of  what  you  liave  done  of  this  sort,  collectively  and 
individually,  I  should  scarcely  have  thought,  (but  for  thy  suggestions,) 
that  there  had  been  a  man  living,  seeing  it,  that  would  have  charged 
anybody  with  insuliordination  to  Philadelphia  Yearly  Mt-eling,  for 
recognizing  the  least  member  of  the  "  smaller  body  *'  in  New  England, 
in  whatever  capacity  he  may  fairly  stand. 

Finally,  my  dear  friend,  ^hould  it  fall  to  thy  lot,  as  an  arbiter,  to 
decide  in  a  case  between  two  parties,  the  one  consisting  of  ten  persons^ 
and  the  oilier  of  len  thousand,  wben  ihou  hud  obiaiaud  a  good  under- 
stiinding  of  it,  and  found  tlie  lesser  number  to  be  rights  and  the  larger 
to  be  torontff  how  long  would  thou  h^  disposed  to  hesitate  in  the  award- 
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ing  of  jusljce  to  the  smaller  nymber, — and  that,  without  looking  at 
consequences  that  might  or  might  not  follow  ? 

From  thy  friend,        John  Wilbdr. 


After  writiog  the  foregoing  letter  I  felt  easy  to  go  forward* 

and  to  propose  the  appointment  of  meetings  when  they  did 
not  come  in  course  ;  nor  were  we  refusedj  at  any  place  where 
we  deaired  it ;  and  thereby  were  enabled  to  have  a  meeting 
every  day,  until  we  returned  from  the  country  into  the  city 
again. 

On  second  day,  the  22d  of  3d  mo.,  I  attended  the  funeral 
of  my  dear  young  friend  Rebecca  Brown,  formerly  Rebecca 
Kite,  a  valuable  young  woman.  She  was  atteicked  with 
erysipelas  in  the  face,  and  died  in  about  one  week's  time. 
I  was  silent  at  this  funeral.  Next  day  I  attended  the  Monthly 
Meeting  for  the  northern  district  and  was  mercifully  helped 
to  support  the  best  of  causes.  Elizabeth  Pit6eld  followed  me 
sweetly.  In  the  Meeting  for  business^  I  mentioned  my  having 
a  few  lines  from  my  friends  at  home,  setting  forth  their  unity 
with  me,  and  approbation  of  my  present  engagements.  A 
lengthy  discussion  ensued;  some  objecting,  whilst  others  feel- 
ingly advocated  the  reading  of  my  credentials,  but  there  was 
80  much  objection  that  it  was  passed  over.  Some  untrue 
statements  were  made  by  the  Gurneyitesj  as  to  what  was  in 
the  "  Report,"  whereupon  the  document  itself  was  oifered  by 
a  Friend,  to  prove  those  statements  to  be  unfounded. 

W.  Hill  returned  this  afternoon  ;  and  on  fourth  day,  the 
24th,  we  left  the  city,  and  the  same  day  attended  Whiteland 
Meeting,  which  was  an  open  time,  and  after  meeting,  dined 
with  David  Cope  ;  he  had  been  very  sick,  but  was  now  recov- 
ering, and  glad  to  see  us,  and  we,  him.  He  remarked  that  it 
was  my  lot,  in  the  ordering  of  a  good  Providence,  to  come 
amongst  them,  and  said  that  all  honest  Friends  would  be  truly 
glad  of  our  coming,  and  would  be  strengthened  by  it.  Sam- 
uel Cope  met  us  here,  and  took  us  to  his  house  at  Bradford, 
where  we  stayed  all  night,  and  next  morning  attended  their 
mid-week  meeting  at  West  Chester.  Here  I  had  pretty  close, 
searching  labor,  but  some  encouragement  was  offered  to  the 
faithful,  whilst  those  who  are  inclined  to  depart  from  our  doc- 
trine were  feelingly  warned^  and  it  seemed  very  trying  to  be 
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embodied  with  such.  After  this  meeting  we  dined  at  Hannah 
Gibbons's,  many  other  Friends  being  there  with  us.  From 
hencej  Samuel  Cope  took  us  in  his  carriage  to  Weatown 
School)  where  I  met  with  three  of  my  grandchildren.  Next 
day  we  went  to  Goshen  Meeting,  where  **  mouth  and  wis- 
dom '*  were  mercifully  given.  Seventh  day,  28th,  had  a  meet- 
ing at  Williatown,  small  and  silent  as  to  the  ministry.  Sam- 
uel Cope  met  us,  and  took  us  to  his  own  house  that  night, 
and  next  day,  1st  of  the  week,  we  attended  their  meeting  at 
Bradford,  where  we  found  aasembled  a  large  number  of  peo- 
ple, unto  whom  the  testimony  of  Truth  flowed  forth  freely, 
in  the  demonstration  of  the  Spiritj  and  not  without  the  author- 
ity, as  I  trust;  and  peace  and  joy  ensued.  But  the  glory 
belongeth  unto  Him  who  put  forth  and  went  before,  because 
without  liim  no  gospel  can  be  preached. 

After  meeting  we  went  home  with  our  valued  friend  Moses 
Bailey,  who  belongs  to  this  meeting.  Visited  a  sick  man, 
and  his  eon  and  daughter,  this  afternoon — a  pleasant  season. 
On  second  day  we  went  twelve  miles,  and  had  a  meeting  at 
West  Cain  at  three  o'clock — ^this  meeting  was  small,  and 
proved  rather  a  laborious  time ;  however,  through  honest  labor, 
peace  was  our  reward.  Next  day  we  had  another  appointed 
meeting  at  East  Cain,  much  larger,  in  which  I  was  much  en- 
larged in  testimony,  to  my  relief  and  satisfaction.  Afternoon^ 
we  travelled  ten  miles  to  Aaron  Sharpless^s,  where  I  met 
with  my  dear  friend  and  correspondent,  Mary  Kite,  and  we 
were  mutually  glad  to  see  each  other*  This  place  is  called 
Birmingham,  where  we  attended  their  Monthly  Meetings  in 
which  I  had  a  living  testimony  to  bear,  to  the  necessity  of 
holding  fast  the  profession  of  our  faith,  and  to  stand  fast,  lest 
the  enemy  beguile  us,  and  lure  us  from  a  firm  standing  on  the 
Rock  of  Ages,  At  this  place  we  were  met  by  our  friend 
Isaac  Hayes,  who  took  us  to  his  house  near  Westown  School, 
with  whom  we  lodged.  Next  day  we  attended  their  meeting 
at  the  school,  consisting  of  more  than  two  hundred,  pupils  and 
others ;  and  truly  1  have  seldom  been  so  remarkably  led  and  en- 
larged in  such  a  meeting — an  interesting  company — the  whole 
family  seemed  very  glad  of  our  company  and  services.  On 
sixth  day,  9th,  we  went  to  Concord  Monthly  Meeting  and  had 
pretty  satisfactory  labor;  dined   at  William   Scattergood'e, 
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and  returned  at  oight,  with  Isaac  Hayes.     On  seventh  di 
10th,  our  dear  friends  L  and  R.  H.  went  with  us  to  Park* 
viJlej  where  we  had  an  open  good  roeeting;  a  large  gatherii 
towards  whom  the  current  of  gospel  love  and  life  ran  u1 
stream.     Dined    at   John  Parker's^  where  our  friend  M( 
Cope  met  us,  and,  after  visiting  an  aged  Friend  and  fami^ 
guided  U3  to  his  house  at  New  Garden ;  where,  next 
being  first  day,  11th,  we  met  with  Friends  and  some 
in  the  morning,  to  pretty  good  satisfaction,  and  in  the 
noon,  had  an  appointed  meeting  at  Fedlowfield,  in  whi 
was  much  enlarged,  and  the  gospel  current  ran  freely. 

After  thi"^,  we  arrived  again  in  Philadelphia  on  the  Vi 
and  on  third  day,  the  13th,  attended  the  North  Meetii 
where  I  had  a  striking  testimony  to  bear,  and  John  Vit 
being  present,  was  exercised  in  supplication.  Next  day, 
to  Orange  Street  Meeting,  where  we  had  an  open  time,  to 
own  great  relief  and  peace  of  mind.  Here  I  met  ^ith 
dear  friend  Robert  Scotton.  Next  day,  at  Arch  Street  I 
silent^  My  kind  friend  William  Hilles  took  me  to  G«rmi 
town,  where  I  attended  their  raid-week  meeting ;  a  pi 
open  time,  although  the  meeting  was  smaller  than  uHial 
many  being  away.  From  here  we  went  to  Bybeny,  whew 
we  attended  their  meeting,  to  good  satisfaction,  and  then  w* 
turned  to  Phihidelphia. 

On  seventh  day,  the  17th,  I  attended  the  Yearly  ISI 
of  Ministers  and  Elders;  and,  inasmuch  as  certificates  wd* 
are  not  directed  to   Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting  are 
peeted  to  be  presented  and  read  there,  1  omitted  to 
mine,  as  advised  by  some  judicious  friends.     On  first 
morning  at  the  North,  and  in  the  afternoon,  at  Arch  Street 
Meeting,  I  was  raised  up,  in  the  authority  of  the  evetiastiiig 
gospel,  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  Truth.     The  forenf^^^"  ^' 
first  sitting  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  was  rendered  very  | 
to  me,  by  the  reading  of  epistles  from   aU   the  Giirnri 
Yearly  Meetings  in  the  world,  save  that  of  New  Engl 
and  all  fraught  with  the  most  glowing  language,  as  it 
seem,  that  the  ingenuity  of  man  could  well  frame  and  brings 
gethcr  in  the  form  of  an  epistle ;  passing  over,  and  keej 
out  of  sight,  those  false  doctrines  which  are  fostered  by 
leading  characters  of  those  corresponding  bodies.     My  com* 
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panion  and  I  could  not  view  this  conespondence  whicli  Phila- 
delphia carries  on  with  those  people,  to  be  anything  better 
than  a  dry,  dead  formality,  if  not  greatly  tinctured  with  the 
leaven  of  the  Pharisees,  which  is  hypocrisy.  In  the  after- 
noon the  Gurneyites  rallied  their  forces,  and  came  forward 
with  a  determination,  as  it  appeared,  to  expel  me  from  the 
house ;  with  Israel  W*  Morris  for  their  leader,  He  said  that 
John  Wilbur,  a  man  who  had  been  regularly  disowned  by 
New  England  Yearly  Meeting,  before  the  separation,  was 
present,  contrary  to  the  order  of  dbcipline,  and,  therefore, 
ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  remain  in  the  meeting.  He  was 
followed,  in  pretty  rapid  succession,  by  many  of  his  associates, 
in  the  same  strain ;  one  said  tiiat  I  had  presented  no  certifi- 
cate, and  had,  therefore,  no  right  to  be  there.  But  the  third 
party,  however  good  their  will  might  be,  knew  too  well  that 
such  a  step  as  ejecting  me,  would  not  bear ;  and,  fearing  the 
risk  of  a  separation  if  this  motion  w^as  pressed  on,  stood 
against  the  measure  of  expulsion.  William  Evans  said  that 
such  a  discussion  would  be  unprofitable ;  that  although  the 
individual  had  been,  in  a  manner,  disowned,  he  appealed  to 
the  "  smaller  body,"  and  they  restored  him  to  membership 
with  them;  and  this  Yearly  Meeting  has  acknowledged  them 
to  be  members  of  Society,  and  had  never  before  disputed 
their  right  of  sitting  in  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting,  But 
although  it  was  pretty  well  known  that  the  Gurneyites  could 
not  carry  this  question  against  the  conservatives,  (William 
Evans  being  clerk,)  yet  a  number  of  our  sound  Friends  came 
boldly  forward  against  the  proposition,  divers  speaking  in  the 
most  decided  manner,  concerning  the  just  course  whicli  I  had 
taken,  and  of  how  much  I  had  suffered  in  support  of  our 
doctrines  and  testimonies,  referring  to  the  "  Report"  of  this 
meeting,  and  proposing  that  it  should  be  read,  if  Friends 
could  not  otherwise  remember  its  contents.  The  occurrence 
of  this  controversy,  (for  which  the  Gurneyites  must  have  the 
credit)  was,  as  I  believe,  of  some  profit  to  the  cause  of  Truth, 
binding  more  strongly  the  minds  of  the  honest*hearted,  to  our 
doctrines;  and  moreover,  it  procured  for  me  and  my  friends, 
an  increase  of  sympathy,  and  had  a  tendency  to  gather  more 
nearly  and  confirm  the  feeble-minded.  This  controversy  con- 
tinued for  nearly  an  hour,  and  the  clerk  made  a  number  of 
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attempts  to  resume  the  business  of  the  meeting  before  he 

could  succeed ;  for  it  was,  as  I  suppose  he  feared,  the  longer 
it  continued,  the  better  for  our  cause. 

Fourth  day  morning,  I  was  raised  up  in  the  Select  Meet- 
ing, iji  a  manner  wonderful  to  myself,  on  the  subject  of  the 
ministry,  which  was  corroborated  by  E.  Pitlield ;  all  to  the 
satisfaction  of  sound  Friends,  and  even,  as  I  was  told,  it  drew 
a  confession  to  the  Truth,  from  f*ome  of  the  Gurneyites.  As 
a  party  they  advocated  the  London  circular,  and  pressed  for 
it  to  be  sent  to  the  women,  in  which  William  Evans  coincided. 
The  circulation  of  this  document  among  the  American  Yearly 
Meetings  Is  clearly  an  attempt  to  pacify  them,  and  to  make 
them  BO  satisfied  with  the  defective  doctrines  of  Gumey  and 
Ash,  (coming  through  their  hands  in  London,  and  allowed  by 
them,)  as  that  there  may  be  no  disturbance  here,  or  separation 
on  account  of  those  unsound  sentiments,  which  have  already 
produced  great  dissension  in  the  Society  at  large^  and  which 
sentiments  Philadelphia  Yearly  I\Ieeting  had  divers  times 
entreated  them  to  suppress  j  but  of  which  entreaty  they  had 
taken  no  notice. 

This  view  of  the  case  was  pretty  clearly  developed  in  the 
meeting,  and  the  acceptance  of  that  circular  ably  objected  to, 
A  report  from  the  Baltimore  deputation  was  brought  into 
this  Yearly  Meeting  and  the  reading  of  it  strenuously  advo- 
cated by  the  Gurneyites,  and  also  by  inembers  of  that  com- 
mittee from  North  Carolina,  Indiana  and  Baltimore,  but  they 
did  not  succeed.  This  discussion  was  carried  on  mostly  be- 
tween the  Gurneyites  and  the  conser\'atives,  and  of  the  latter, 
Samuel  Bettle  and  William  Evans  were  the  chief  speakers. 

Fifth  day,  the  22d,  we  attended  the  North  Meeting — silent 
On  sixth  day  morning,  the  corresponding  epistles  to  all  the 
Gurneyite  Yearly  Meetings,  were  brought  in  and  read,  save 
to  that  of  New  England;  and  a  painful  loss  of  ground  by 
this  Yearly  Meeting  was  manifested  in  the  reading  of  these 
replies^  because  of  the  absence  of  any  allusion  whatever,  to 
the  unsound  doctrines  so  rife,  and  so  perilously  entertained 
witliin  all  the  Yearly  Meetings  to  whom  these  epistles  were 
addressed  ;  and  consequently  no  caution,  counsel,  or  admo- 
nition was  administered  by  this  Yearly  Meeting,  as  had  here- 
tofore been  done.     To  carry  on  a  correspondence  with  other 
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Yearly  IVIeetings,  omitting  the  greatest  thing,  or  only  thing, 
which  requires  most  iinperioiisly  the  counsel  of  their  brethren* 
is  not  only  usele:*s  and  formal,  but  tends  to  quiet  their  con- 
sciences, and  to  pacify  them  in  the  entertaining  of  the  evil — 
than  which,  there  had  better  be  no  correspondence  at  all. 

On  sixth  day,  the  23d,  about  mid-day,  the  Yearly  Meeting 
concluded,  and  we  spent  the  afternoon  in  calling  on  our  dear 
friendsj  and  in  company  with  many  of  them  at  oor  lodgings. 
Sweet  indeed  w^as  the  fellowsliip,  true  sympathy  and  tender 
lovCj  which  llowed  freely  among  these  who  had  been  so  often 
and  90  strongly  bound  together,  baptized  by  the  one  Spirit  into 
the  one  body,  and  permitted  to  drink  together  of  this  one 
Spirit. 

Return  to  thy  rest,  oh  my  soul,  at  the  feet  of  Him  who  has 
been  with  us,  and  kept  us  in  the  way  we  should  go,  and 
opened  the  hearts  of  so  many  dear  and  precious  brethren  atid 
sisters  towards  us,  and  ask  of  him  to  keep  them  in  a  place 
of  safety,  under  his  own  holy  pavilion,  where  love  and  peace 
may  reign  forever  and  ever  I 

Next  morning,  the  24th,  we  took  a  hearty  and  aflrectlonate 
leave  of  these  dear  friends,  and  went  on  our  way,  rejoicing  as 
we  went,  towards  home ;  though  unworthy  of  such  signal 
favor,  yet  permitted  in  the  greatness  of  the  Lord's  mercy,  to 
bring  our  sheaves  with  us.  I  parted  with  ray  children,  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  Hazard,  and  my  dear  companion  William 
Hill,  in  New  York,  that  night,  and  1  reached  Westerly  early 
next  morning,  where  my  wife  was,  and  found  her  tolerably 
comfortable,  as  to  health  ;  and  we,  with  our  children,  were 
mutually  glad  to  meet  once  more,  and  I  trust  our  hearts  were 
bowed  in  gratitude  and  thankfulness  to  him  who  mercifully 
so  ordered  and  permitted  us  to  see  each  other's  faces  again. 


After  returning  from  this  visit  to  Pennsylvania  and  New 
Jersey,  it  was  not  long  before  my  dear  wife,  who  had  been 
fgr  some  time  in  declining  health,  grew  more  and  more  un- 
well, and  from  a  pretty  comfortable  state,  by  the  time  of  our 
Yearly  Meeting  at  Newport,  where  she  went,  she  became 
very  poorly,  and  after  returning  home,  went  out  no  more, 
save  once,  a  short  distance;  but  continued  to  fail  until  the 
19th  of  12th  mo.  following,  when  she  departed  in  great  peace 
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and  quietness,  having  a  comfortable  assurance  of  a  happy  im- 
mortality. We  had  lived  together,  in  great  harmony  and 
affection,  for  nearly  sixty  years ;  she  was  my  faithful  helper 
and  bosom  friend  to  the  last ;  and  the  loss  of  her  help,  and 
sweet  company,  and  good  counsel,  has  been,  and  still  is,  a 
close  trial,  and  nearly  felt  by  me  at  tliis  time,  the  28th  of 
7th  mo.,  1853. 

[The  following  Testimony  concerning  this  dear  friend  issued 
by  South  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting  is  deemed  worthy  of  a 
place  in  this  Volume.j 


Tesiimonfj  of  South  Kingston  Monthly  Meetings  concermng 
Lydia  Wxlbur^  deceasecL 

Our  beloved  friend,  Lydia  Wilbur,  wife  of  John  Wilbur, 

was  born  in  Stonington,  Connecticut,  22d  of  fourth  month, 
1778.  Her  parents  were  Amos  and  Thankful  Collias,  es- 
teemed members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  She  was  relig- 
iously inclined  from  her  youth  up,  and  was  appointed  to  the 
station  of  an  elder  at  an  early  age,  which  station  she  con- 
tinued to  fill  with  usefulness  and  propriety  during  the  remain- 
der of  her  life.  Entering  early  into  the  marriage  state,  the 
cares  and  responsibilities  of  a  numerous  family  devolved  upon 
her.  She  was  entirely  united  with  her  husband,  and  his  faith- 
ful helper  in  endeavoring  to  bring  up  their  children  in  sim- 
plicity and  plainness,  according  to  our  profession,  and  to  teach 
them  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  And  her  concern  was  not  only 
for  her  family,  but  she  greatly  loved  and  desired  the  prosperity 
of  Truth  everywhere.  It  may  be  truly  said  that  she  was  a 
peacemaker, — prudent  and  discreet  She  had  very  humble 
views  of  her  own  attainments,  always  preferring  others  to  her- 
self. She  was  a  most  affectionate  wife  and  mother,  and 
entered  deeply  into  feeling  and  sympathy  with  her  dear  bua- 
band  in  his  many  religious  engagements,  freely  giving  him 
up  to  travel  in  Truth's  service. 

The  following  brief  extracts  from  some  of  her  letters  WTitten 
to  him  whilst  he  was  engaged  in  a  religious  visit  to  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  will  serve  to  show  the  state  of  her  mind 
at  that  time,  and  the  near  unity  and  sympathy  she  felt  with 
him  in  his  gospel  labors  and  travels  in  that  land. 
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Second  month,  9th,  1832.  *'  I  can  salute  thee  In  the  love  that  Br»t 
united  us  together,  and  I  trust  will  always  reniiiin,  and  I  dcsii'e  t!mt 
the  prescribing  Hiiut]  that  has  been  with  tliee  may  still  continne  to  be 
with  thee  in  all  thy  trials,  and  in  a!J  thy  louely  moment*,  wliieli  no 
doubt  tbou  hast  at  tiraes  experienced*  I  believe  the  MlL^ler  Imth 
called  for  this  saeriiieo  at  thy  hands;  to  give  up  all  tluii  wiis  near  and 
dear  in  this  life,  to  cross  the  mighty  ocean,  and  there  to  proclaim  the 
everlasting  gospel  to  a  people  unknown  to  thee.  Although  diacouragc- 
meuts  at  times  seem  to  be  my  lot,  yet  us  I  endeavor  to  abide  in  patience 
ihey  are  removal  and  I  am  made  a  little  to  rejoice  that  I  have  beea 
permiiied  to  take  the  care  at  home,  while  my  dear  husband  is  so  ex- 
posed for  the  peace  of  his  own  mind  and  the  good  of  the   precious 


cause. 


Thirtl  month,  7lh^  1832.  "I  believe  we  have  all  tried  to  Jo  the 
best  we  could  in  thy  absence,  although  I  sometimea  feel  closely  tried 
with  the  thought  of  being  .'^o  long  separated  from  lliee,  my  dear  hus- 
band ;  but  1  have  endeavored  for  patience,  and  to  wear  the  aaekelotb 
underneath,  but  it  would  be  no  marvel  If  the  edge  of  the  hem  should 
sometimes  appear.  I  cannot  express  the  sympathy  and  tender  regard 
I  feel  for  thee^  and  I  do  greatly  desire  that  the  nn^Iurabering  Shepherd 
of  Israel  may  keep  and  direct  thee  in  nW  thy  movement^i,  and  tliat  tlie 
feet  of  ihy  mind  may  stand  ^ui-e  on  that  Ruck  where  there  h  safety. 
I  greatJy  desire  for  myself  that  I  may  keep  in  this  safe  place ;  but 
I  feel  my  unworthinest^  and  the  need  of  thy  help  and  prayers  for  my 
preservation." 

Eighth  month,  25th,  1832,  "I  think  my  health  is  as  good  as  I 
coiild  expeet  amid  my  trials  and  ulllintioiis,  which  have  been  many. 
My  trust  lias  been  in  the  Lord  alone,  and  blessed  be  his  name,  he  has 
been  m  a  stay  and  a  biaff  to  bear  up  my  mind  when  it  has  been 
rciidy  to  faint  by  the  way.  Oh  1  how  I  have  craved  that  the  Lord 
may  be  near  to  support  thee  in  this  time  of  deep  trial,  and  in  all  others 
tlial  may  be  permitted  thee,  bo  that  thou  may  not  sink  or  faint  nnder 
the  sore  aifliction  which  has  been  meled  out  to  us  no  doubt  for  our 
good.*  How  pleasant  it  would  be  to  have  the  sweet  compafiy  of  a 
beloved  companion  at  this  time ;  but  I  dare  not  ask  for  it  until  tliou 
feeb  released  from  that  land.'* 


The  singular  and  varied  trials  of  her  beloved  husband,  dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  his  liie,  consequent  upon  a  faithful  ad- 

•  Ruferring  to  tlio  <laath  of  a  bclov&J  daughtor,  an  accouot  gf  which,  by  auotlief 
band,  occompaxLled  this  letter. 
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herence  to  our  ancient   doctrines  and  testimonies, 
heavily  upon  her  spirit,  and  tended  not  a  little  at 
east  her  down,  yet  her  sympathy  and  near  feeling  with 
were  manifested    to  the   holding   np  and    strengtheaiug 
his  handsj  while   under   suffering    and    persecution  od  tliii 
account. 

In  the  spring  of  1852,  her  health  which  had  been  graduailj 
falling  for  two  or  three  years,  became  much  impaired,  and 
symptoms  of  disease  appeared  which  soon  assumed  m  serious 
aspect.     In  the  early  part  of  her  sickness,  she  said,  she  woakl 
like  to  live  a  little  longer  on  account  of  her  dear  husband, 
remarking  that  he  would  be  left  very  lonely  ;  but  after  a  tiaw 
this  was  made  very  easy  to  her,  and  she  gave  up  all  expecta- 
tion and  desire  of  recovery,  saying,  "  I  would  rather  go."  Sh^ 
said  several  times,  that  it  was  a  great  thing  to  be  eat 
prepared  for  such  a  change,     Once  when  making  this  rei 
she  said  she  thought  she  was  not  quite  ready  ;  that  there 
raucfi  to  look  over,    She  was  endued  with  remarkable  patience 
and  sweet  resignation  to  the  Divine  will ;   her  countenance 
bespeaking  great  quietude  of  mind.     On  its  being  observed 
to  her  that  she  looked  very  happy,  she  said  she  was  so.    A  I 
friend  inquired  of  her  how  it  looked  to  her  now  in  regard  to 
the  stand  which  we  had  taken  in  reference  to  the  troubles  ii, 
the  Society.     She  replied,  "  It  looks  as  clear  to  me  now^| 


"  She, 
Qtirdfl 


ever  it  did." 

She  requested  her  dear  love  to  be  given  to  her  childita 
that  were  not  present,  then  added,  give  my  love  to  everybody* 
She  gradually  failed  and  after  lying  in  a  deathlike  slui 
for  two  or  three  hours,  when  it  was  thought  she  wotdd  s] 
no  more  J  she  opened  her  eyes  and  in  an  audible  voice  said 
shall  now  go  soon ; — I  am  ready  ; "  after  which  she  a 
no  more,  but  continued  several  hours,  appearing  to  be  in  a 
sweet  sleep;  and  so  she  departed,  drawing  her  breath ^| 
gently  shorter  and  shorter  that  the  precise  moment  wheo  fl^ 
spirit  left,  could  scarcely  be  perceived.  She  died  on  the  19tii 
of  twelfth  month,  1852,  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  her  age, 
ajid  was  interred  in  Friends'  bnrying-ground  at  Hopkiutoflt 
on  the  22d,  after  a  solemn  meeting  on  the  occasion,  AiJ^ 
now,  in  view  of  the  quiet  and  lowly  walk  of  this  our  beloved 
friend  through  life,  we  feel  this  language  of  our  Lord  and 
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Saviour  to  be  peculiarly  applicable  in  bet  case,  *'  Blessed  are 
the  poor  in  spirit,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

Signed  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  Honlh  Kingston 
Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends,  held  at  Hopkiiiton  23d  of  third 
month,  1857. 

Ethan  Foster,  Clerk. 
Ann  Perry,  Clerk. 


FROM  LYDIA   A.  BARCLAT   TO   JOHN    WILBUR, 

Abardeeo,  24tli  of  8d  mo.,  1863. 

JCT  PKAH  ANU   YAUmD   FCIENDt 

Tbj  favor  of  the  9  th  of  la's!  month  came  to  hand  the  first  of  this, 
and  was  indeed  very  acceptable,  and  in  no  part  so  inuth  as  where  thou 
Bpeak^  of  the  heavy  exerci^se  now  npon  thee ;  in  wliich  my  mind  has 
seemed  almost  daily  since  to  travail,  and  go  along  with  thee,  as  I  seem 
to  fancy  thee  going  to  one  part  or  another  of  that  Yearly  Meeting,  parts 
of  which  thy  good  Lord  has  called  thee  to  visit  in  his*  love,  and  1q  the 
fulness  of  the  blessing  of  the  gospel  I  My  dear  ancient  friend,  my 
heart  rejoiced  in  that  it  was  tiius  laid  upon  thee  to  go  thereaway,  and 
was  lifted  up  in  fervent  praises  and  prayer^  unto  the  mtgfjty  nod  good 
Strengthener  of  all  his  faithful  servants,  that  ho  would  be  plea^sed  to 
strengthen  thee  both  in  body  and  mind  for  ihis  journey,  and  preserve 
tliee  from  all  snares  and  perils,  and  worat  of  all,  those  among  false 
breiliren*  and  such  as  make  a  fair  profession  of  being  for  the  goo<l  old 
way  of  Truth  and  the  te^iiimony  thereof,  yet  there  is  reason  to  fear  are 
not  wholly  true  and  staunch  thereunto  J  And  from  time  to  time  since 
I  had  thine,  and  when  thinking  of  thy  getting  on,  and  how  thou  wouldst 
be  received,  fresh  bre^liings  have  continually  arisen  in  my  heart  for 
ihy  safe  guidance  from  day  to  day,  thy  all-suflicient  strengthening  and 
sustaining  (amidst  the  trials  and  deep  exerci:^c3  that  must  be  thy  por- 
tion) unto  all  faithfulness^  watchfulness,  and  deep  humility,  and  thy 
favoring  with  8uch  a  portion  of  heavenly  coinfyrt  and  peace,  as  will 
make  up  for  all  sufferings,  and  be  a  rich  reward  for  all  sacrifices  I  I 
have  looked  upon  it  as  a  peculiar  mark  of  heavenly  goodness  towards 
the  remnant  of  rightly  exercised  and  true  feeling  ones  there,  that  ihey 
may  be  strengthened  and  comforted  ;  as  well  as  towards  the  weak  and 
wavering,  that  they  may  be  confirmed  and  have  their  eyes  opened  j 
and  oh !  that  those  who  have  beeu  fmm  unwatcliluhiess  led  away  into 
the  enemy's  snare,  may  be  aroused  to  see  their  situation,  and  cry 
mightily  to  be  helped  out  of  it,  and  yet  come  to  bear  a  true  testimony 
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for  the  blessed  Trullj  I  Oh!  the  longing*  of  ray  uom  luat  lumugu  me 
Lord's  huiribliug  goodiiesd  to  tiis  faithful  scn^anr,  ihh  labur  of  love  may 
be  especially  blessed,  and  his  own  pure  and  holy  name  be  exalted* 
prnisrd  ftiid  glorified  over  all !  *  *  *  1  do  trust  thou  wjlt  bo  en* 
aljled  to  put  to  silent-e  (he  mouths  of  the  gainsayers  through  the  Lord 
of  ali-Mutfif  iency  giving  the©  a  mouth  and  wisdom  which  they  cannot 
resi.^t,  albt'it  at  the  same  time  preserving  thee  in  that  humility,  which 
honori'th  hh  name  aud  cmi.se,  as  thou  sayest  ! 

Ah  !  my  denv  frif-iid,  I  most  cnrirrly  unite  with  thee,  tliat  our  Yearly 
Meeting  is  the  most  Tepreheiiriibk*  of  all  in  the  Divine  sight,  from  neg- 
lecting their  duty,  and  suffering  this  dire  dii^^ease  to  get  to  audi  a  height 
as  it  Has  done,  ami  to  .spread  through  (heir  members  to  other  parts* 
thus  infecthig  ihem*  and  bringing  trial  upon  them  to  a  fearful  extent ! 
And  how  well  do  1  remember  Edward  Ilurrii?  finding  thee  weeping 
over  us,  in  the  yard  at  DevonsLkire  llouac  meeting,  and  encouraging 
tliee  to  go  down  with  my  dear  brother  John,  to  Cmydon,  for  a  week, 
whom  thou  wast  helped  a  little  over  the  bitterness  of  that  grief!  But 
those  tears  are  all  bottled  by  tho  Divine  hand,  and  I  believe  tho^e  of 
many  more  in  our  poor  land,  wlio  are  thus  filling  up  in  measui'e,  that 
which  IS  behind  of  the  aMietioiiii  of  Christ  for  his  body's  sake,  llie 
church ;  for  surely  some  of  us  are  as  it  were^  killed  all  the  day  long, 
and  eat  our  bread  with  bitternes?,  and  mingle  teiirs  with  our  drink  ! 
Aud  some  such  poor  weak  onea  as  me,  are  ready  to  &ay,  blessed  are 
they  who  are  taken  from  the  evil  to  come,  and  gathered  to  their 
heavenly  bouic !  I  do  most  truly  feel  what  thou  saye^it  as  to  the  cause 
of  tills  pre  valency  of  the  huur  and  power  of  darkness  !  The  very 
tbiog  tiiou  mention.*;  has  seemed  to  rnn  through  me  as  I  have  5at  in 
our  Yearly  Meetings,  at  sundry  times  for  ywtrs  and  years  past ;  as 
alio  of  the  abominations  working  in  secret,  as  in  old  time  when  Ezekiel 
was  bid  to  make  a  hole  in  the  wall,  and  look  on  what  the  ehlers  of 
Israel  were  doing  in  the  dai*k !  And  now  there  seetu^  no  hope,  for 
the  whole  he^d  is  Ack  and  heart  faint,  and  there  is  no  knowing  of  the 
disease  and  weakness  wliich  has  spread  over  us,  but  all  is  thought  to 
be  in  a  fair  state,  and  a  flonnshing  state  too,  seeing  they  can  couapasa 
sea  and  land,  and  do  so  many  mighty  works !  Therefore  the  few  who 
are  consti^ined  to  show  the  house  of  Israel  their  baekslidings,  are 
designated  as  poor  pitiful  eoraplainers  and  miserable  comlbners,  nar- 
row-minded, uncharitable  souls,  that  do  more  harm  than  good,  &;c.,  &c 
Yes,  it  ts  aa  thou  sayest,  a  profanation  in  the  mouth  j  the  good  words 
and  high  profession  of  some  who  think  they  are  advocating  the  ancient 
Truth,  wliereaa  Christ  is  crucified  amongst,  or  in  them.  But  the  day 
is  coming  when  all  sliall  be  tried,  aud  none  but  the  true  Jews  will  be 
able  to  stimd  with  acceptance.         •         *         • 
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I  have  been  fearinir 


has  had  soma  counsel  fram  a  eertain 


quarter,  not  to  retail  passages  across  the  Atlantic ;  and  1  have  queried 
it  of  hira  in  my  present  letter,  sajing  that  tliere  is  a  wisdom  and  pru- 
dence, that  instead  of  helping,  hurts  the  true  love;  for  genial  feeling 
minds,  to  wljoin  the  Truth  is  as  the  apple  of  the  eye,  must  comnauni- 
cate  to  each  other,  and  it  nourishes  the  true  love  and  unity.  I  shall 
feel  greatly  interested  in  hearing  about  the  dear  and  tried  Friends 
(sound  one^^  I  mean)  of  New  York,  to  whom  my  soul  seems  to  reach 
forth  in  many  secret  and  fervent  hrealhings. 

Thy  nearly  united  friend, 

Ltdia  a.  Barclay, 


FROM   J.    W.    TO    WILLIAM   EVANS. 


Hopkinton,  6tli  mo.,  SM,  1861. 

MT  DEAR  FRIEND  WILUAM   KVA>*8, 

However  incompetent  I  am  to  do  justice  to  a  subject  wliidi  has  im- 
pressed ray  mind  in  relation  to  a  few  things  which  transpired  in  the 
late  Yearly  Meeting  at  Philadelphia,  as  I  understood  them,  yet  I  feel 
that  it  would  be  a  relief  to  me  briefly  to  confer  with  thee  in  relation 
thereto.  There  were  divers  things  in  wliich  there  was  evidently  a 
disparity  of  views  and  opinions,  but  decided  as  I  believe  in  a  proper 
manner,  yet  the  acknowledgment  of  the  epistles  tlien  received  by  a 
conciliatory  minute  on  the  benefit  of  a  correspondence  produced  a  pain- 
ful impression  on  my  rahid,  whatever  the  effect  might  hive  been  on  the 
minds  of  others.  It  was  well  known,  that  every  one  of  the  bodies 
from  whom  those  documents  were  received,  were  prevailingly  enter- 
taining doctrines  essentially  at  variance  with  the  doctrines  of  Friends  ; 
and  most,  or  al!  of  tliem  are  ostensibly  endeavoring  to  enforce  them 
upon  all  who  have  not  already  embraced  them  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, for  the  purpose,  as  it  would  seem,  of  harmonizhig  the  Society 
at  large  in  the  adoption  of  them. 

The  want  of  unity  and  harmony  in  the  Society  of  Friends  at  this 
time  is,  as  I  believe,  fully  acknowledged  to  have  been  occasioned  by 
the  one  part  cherishing  unsound  views,  while  the  other  part  discanls 
Ihera,  and  appeals  to  the  ancient  doctrines*  That  this  is  the  gi*ound 
of  dissension,  is  plainly  obvious  from  the  fact  that  the  contrast  as 
exhibited  by  the  "Appeal  for  the  ancient  doctrines,*'  ifc!sued  by  Phila- 
delphia Yearly  Meeting,  was  strongly  opjjosed  by  the  former  in  both 
that  and  Ofiio  Yearly  Meeting^^,  and  the  document  was  not  received 
by  any  of  the  Yearly  Meetings  which  sent  these  epistles,  although 
ottered  to  them,  as  we  are  informed;  than  whicli  no  better  testimony 
cao  be  reasonably  called  for  to  prove  that  the  cause  of  disunity  rests 
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upon  the  question  of  doctriues.  And,  furthermore,  much  other  irre- 
fragable testimony  cun  be  uJducetl  lo  show  that  such  is  the  ground 
of  disunilj  ID  the  Society,  ihiit  discipline  and  good  order  bwo  been 
alni?tMl  in  (he  sup[Kirt  of  tlio^e  defective  doctrines,  and  that  those 
Yearly  Meeting-i  are  disprf>ed  to  overlook^  and  even  to  upolugize  for 
such  perversion  and  viohitioii  of  discipline  for  the  purpose  of  uphold- 
ing thope  unsound  doctrines,  and  for  the  expelling  of  those  who  hon- 
estly with:itood  theui» 

Thero  wer*»,  also,  among  the  episCle^  alluded  to*  several  which 
exhorted  Philadel[>hia  Yearly  Meeting  to  a  corrcsp<»ndeaee  with  those 
who  thus  identified  themselves  witli  such  perversion  of  Quakerism* 
Had  the  minute  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  those  epistles  simplj 
expressed  that  epistles  were  received  from  such  and  such  hodie^*,  and 
a  committee  apjwimed  to  essay  suitable  repUes,  and  if  that  com- 
mittee had  brouglit  in  replies  adapted  to  their  condition  and  defec- 
tion wi  heretofore,  I  apprehend  tliat  I  should  have  bcea  spared  a  great 
part  of  the  exercise  wliicli  liits  induced  ttiese  remarks;  which  exemse 
I  did  not  teel  commissioned  to  open  in  the  meetings  a^i  I  now  do  to  thee. 
The  minute  speaking  so  highly  of  a  correspondence  made  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  those  Gurneyite  epistlcH,  wiu  undoubtedly  well  pleasing  and 
strengthening  to  those  people  in  your  Yearly  Meetiagt  and  can  hardly 
fail  lo  be  diseuuraging  and  painful  lo  soiuul  Friends,  if  not  weakening 
to  the  cause  of  Truth.  For  in  all  cases,  us  1  understand  things*  what* 
ever  strengthens  error  in  individuals  or  in  tlie  church  tends  to  weaken 
the  right  thing  in  that  body  and  its  members.  The  London  "  Circular," 
coming  from  those  who  are  themselves  chargeable  with  the  cause  of 
the  late  aud  [>resent  tendency  to  separation  certainly  comes  from  them 
with  an  ill  gmce  j  and  until  they  make  amends  for  their  great  and  cul- 
pable deficiency,  they  must  be  considered  by  sensible  and  upright 
Friends  as  having  put  tlieir  hiuids  to  a  w^ork  that  belongs  not  to  them 
to  do.  Or,  otherwise,  until  they  come  out  cJindidly  and  say,  as  their 
acts  [)Iainly  evince  they  mean,  we  do  indeed  intend  to  uphold  the  doo 
trines  of  Gunief/  aud  Ash,  and  to  adopt  thetn  as  the  doctrines  of  the 
Society;  and  our  desire  is  that  all  Friends  in  America  may  do  the 
same  and  have  no  dissension  about  them*  In  this  there  would  be  con- 
sist ency. 

Now  until  one  of  these  courses  la  taken,  their  epistle  or  circular 
must  stand  in  a  most  inconsistent  imd  reproachful  point  of  view  !  But 
if  the  doctrines  which  have  by  consent  gone  tbrih  from  them,  are  to 
contijme  to  be  adhered  to  by  a  number  beyond  control,  then  those,  if 
any  there  be,  adhering  to  our  first  principles,  would  be  vastly  better  oflf 
by  themselves,  than  in  connection  with  such  apostates;  and  the  dis- 
parity of  numbers  cotdd  not  well  alTect  this  conclusion.     If  the  pre- 
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cepts  of  our  Saviour,  and  thp  order  of  our  cli^ciplme  be  correct  in 
preraisin^  fi  separation  of  one  lui^ionnd  memlior  fvmn  (he  clinrch,  (if  ho 
could  not  be  rccliiimed,)  la&t  his  iidbii^iiee  or  examplf^  jilioiild  corrupt 
Others  in  the  siime  body,  then  if  ft  greater  uirraber,  or  a  maji>rjlj  of  the 
wliole  Iwdy  become  apostate  to  tlie  true  doctrines,  how  much  more 
Tieces.siary  and  impenou3,  even  in  proportion  to  the  ratio  of  numbers^ 
and  for  the  safety  of  lliose  wlio  are  yet  pre.-serred  from  heresy,  tlirtt 
they  !*hould  become  separate  from  those  wliti  have  not  been  preserved 
lest  the  influence  of  the  greater  number  should  leaven  the  whole  l>ody. 
Indeed,  the  very  design  of  a  social  religioui*  compact^  is  ihiit  the  be- 
lievers in  the  true  ducfrine^  and  practices  should  be  gathered  out  and 
become  scjiarate  from  tho'se  who  believe  not  in  those  doctrines  and 
practices,  for  the  [>rescrvation  of  all  the  faithful  membei-s  from  the 
contaminating  infloence  of  unbelievers,  as  ii  well  set  forth  by  Robert 
Barclay. 

Thon  knowest,  my  dear  friend,  tm  I  trust,  tbat  those  religious  socie- 
ties wliieb  have  degenerated  the  most  from  the  true  Christian  doctrines 
and  practices^  have  declaimed  the  btjdest  agairi-^t  a  separation  from 
tliem,  their  faith  and  practice ;  and  have  been  the  most  violent  in  deal- 
ing with,  and  even  persecuting  such  as  tcstitied  agsun-^t  ihem.  For 
instance,  the  primitive  Christian  cluirrb,  when  it  had  become  itself 
apostate  from  tine  Christianity,  declaimed  against  tltose  who  conscien- 
tiously protested  against  her  degenerate  doctrines,  and  avowed  those  of 
a  more  primitive  der«cription*  How  exceedingly  that  degenerate  body 
strove  against  those  better  men,  because  they  testified  against  them  and 
became  separate  trom  them. 

Before  I  close,  my  dear  friend,  I  feel  like  reminding  thee  (though  I 
doubt  not  but  thou  bast  often  thought  of  it)  of  the  important  ;statiou  in 
which  the  Head  of  the  church  htv*  placed  thee  or  permitted  thy  friends 
to  place  Iheo — Iiow  great  the  responsibility  of  nucb  a  station  at  such 
a  time  as  tlii.s,  aoil  under  existing  circumstances  when  the  welfare  of 
the  church  and  the  course  of  many  may  be  greatly  affected  by  th}' 
management  and  decisiong;  in^omuch^  that  if  upright  and  just,  they 
will  happily  tend  to  confer  upon  all  their  just  rights,  and  go  to  the 
preserving  of  many^  within  the  pale  of  right  principles,  while  the  re- 
Terse  of  this  would  tend  to  promote  that  mcist  fearful  result — tlie  scat- 
tering of  the  floek  of  true  behevers  from  the  enclosure  of  the  true 
Shepheit],  lu  a  conscientious  course,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lurd,  the  up- 
right man  fumibly  confides  and  trusts  in  a  Divine  Providence.  He 
(the  Lord)  can  control  all  consequences  that  come  of  doing  justly.  He 
will,  if  our  acts  are  righteous,  make  all  of  them  work  together  for 
good.  Thou  knowest  that  in  the  adrainislrution  of  the  discipline  as 
before  stated,  an  unsound  member,  if  we  cannot  restore  him^  nmst  be 
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disowned,  according  as  Christian  usage  has  been  from  the  first  until 
now;  without  cc>mpromi*ing  with  error  for  fear  of  the  consequences. 
Such  ct»mpTOmising  ftas  brought  weakness  and  prostration  upon  the 
Society  of  Friends  to  the  extinction  of  the  testimonies  in  many  places 
at  different  times;  and  wliat  can  we  expect  now,  if  we  suffer  to 
dwell  witii  us  great  nnmbers,  whom  we  know  to  be  in  unitj  with 
those  who  have  grievou,*ly  succeeded  in  turning  Israel  away  from  the 
covenant  and  law  of  the  spirit  of  life  in  Chrii^t  Jesus,  the  testimony 
wliereof  was  so  precious  to  our  faithful  forefathers,  and  which  cost 
II im  who  called  them  a  vast  amount  of  suffering  endured  by  his  ser- 
vants ? 

And  if  we,  as  a  body,  suffer  such  numbers  of  the^e  w!»o  have  thuf?i  de- 
parted from  the  faith  to  unite  with  us  and  we  with  them,  in  our  best  con- 
vocations, our  most  solemn  meetings  of  the  heads  of  the  tribes,  what  a 
wide  door  we  open  for  all  to  follow  them  and  their  views ;  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  Yenrly  Meeting  how  sacrilegiously  we  remove  the  land- 
marks, and  the  restraints  of  the  gospel  doctrines,  and  tarnish  the  glory 
of  them,  by  holding  out  this  language, — be  your  faith  what  it  may,  we 
are  willing  to  keep  fellowship  with  you  rather  than  break  our  ranks,  and 
lose  the  honor  that  attaehes  to  great  numbers. 

Was  it  not  the  ancient  and  pmrainent  characteristic  of  Quakerism 
to  do  that  which  the  Lord  and  his  Truth  required  without  regarding 
those  conserjuences  which  the  wisdom  and  fear  of  man  or  his  misgiv- 
ings might  suggest  ? 

My  faith  is  ^tTOng  that  no  division  for  the  Truth,  and  in  the  wisdom 
of  it  will  ever  tend  to  scatter  the  true  ^aed  of  God's  Israel.  And  now 
I  am  inclined  to  ask  if  there  be  an  order  in  a  Yearly  Meeting  which 
clashes  with  or  stands  opposed  to  the  divine  ordering,  would  it  not 
seem  imlispetisable  that  a  remedy  should  be  provided  ?  If  the  Head  of 
the  chureb  should  move  on  the  mind  of  a  minijiter  in  New  England  to 
visit  some  part  of  your  Yearly  Meeting,  and  his  ministry  should  evince 
that  he  came  thus  authorized,  still  your  order  is  esteemed  to  be  by 
some  sucli  that  you  cannot  recognize  such  an  one.  Again  a  professed 
minister  without  any  divine  commission  for  it  offers  himself  to  your 
acceptance;  if  he  come  from  New  York  or  Baltimore  Yearly  Meetings 
do  you  not  think  yourselves  bound  by  that  order  to  receive  and  ac- 
knowledge him  ?  Hence  if  you  do  so,  your  order  stands  opposed  to 
the  divine  ordering ;  as  also  your  doings.  But  the  Truth  can  never 
supersede  or  contradict  itself. 

Now  in  regard  to  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting,  can  they  not,  if 
they  desire  consistency,  and  humbly  ask  wisdom  of  God,  be  enabled 
unreservedly  to  conform  their  order  (if  they  have  not  already  done  so) 
to  the  divine  ordering,  and  if  they  have,  to  practise  upon  it  ?     I  trust 
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thou  art  sensible,  ray  dear  frio.nil,  how  much  goad  to  the  cause  of  our 
blessed  Master  the  clerk  of  Philad<jl|»bia  Yearly  Meeting  can  do  in 
the  pretieiiL  slate  of  things,  and  how  his  loyaljy  to  the  Truth  will  re- 
dotiod  to  hiB  own  present  peace,  as  well  as  to  his  future  joy  and  con- 
solation. 

From  thy  true  friend, 

John  Wilbur, 


FHOM   LTDU   A.   BARCLAY   TO   J.   W- 


Abenieen,  28th  of  6  th  mo.,  1852. 

•  •  •  •  •  J  speak  of  the  pleasure  and  comfort  of  thy  letters, 
but  my  dear  friend,  they  (or  these  two)  conveyed  sorrowful  tidings 
fixwn  Philadelphia,  that  seemed  to  wound  the  best  life  in  me,  as  it  re* 
gards  such  as  I  have  much  love  for,  though  some  of  them  are  un- 
known in  the  outward ! — what  shall  we  say  to  these  things !  they  must 
excite  mourning  and  pity  towards  such  m  we  believe  have  erred  from 
the  right  pnth,  and  also  lead  us  to  fear  and  txemble  for  ourselves,  know- 
ing the  insidious  snares  of  the  enemy,  and  our  own  great  weakness ! 
Oh  I  may  they  stir  us  up  to  watch  closely  and  take  heed  lest  we  should 
fall  in  any  degree  from  that  measure  of  stead fastnens  which  has  hittierto 
in  mercy  been  vouchsafed  us  poor  and  panting  ones,  and  may  abihly 
be  received  through  the  spirit  of  6U|ipiication  to  breathe  for  our  preier- 
vation  to  the  end,  with  that  of  those  dear  unto  us,  not  forgetting  those 
dear  ooea  who  have  caused  us  this  grief,  if  peradvcnture  the  Lord 
would  be  pleased  to  give  thorn  to  see  their  danger  and  bring  them  back 
by  deep  humiliation  !  I  saw*  kust  week,  a  letter  of  W.  E.  to  R.  R 
which  tried  me  much,  as  it  evinced  such  a  different  spirit  to  what 
would  (to  my  mind)  be  consistent  with  the  professions  of  Christian  love, 
forbearance  and  meekness,  and  the  apparent  fi roiness  to  Truth,  which 
it  contained!  There  was  the  most  careful  avoiding  of  any  exi»re3sioD 
towards  thee,  indicative  of  love,  or  sympathy,  or  unity,  or  to  the  i*ccog- 
nition  of  thee  as  a  minister  in  any  way,  and  even  alluded  to  that  exer- 
cising time  thou  w^ast  favored  with  in  the  Select  Meeting  as  only  •*a 
few  remarks  on  the  ministry!"  Alas!  what  a  changed  feelijig  there 
must  be  1  I  could  not  help  in  reluming  it  animadverting  closely  and 
sorrowfully  upon  it  to  dear  R. 

In  looking  around  our  Yearly  Meetings  I  can  but  see  and  feel  there  are 
but  very,  very  few  whom  I  can  entirely  uiiite  with !  and  the  desire  ol\en 
arises  (in  moumfulness!)  to  be  prepared  and  fitted  to  be  removed  henc6y 
aud  to  be  at  rest  from  the  tribulations  causied  by  the  enemy !  y«t  desire 
to  be  resigned  to  suffer  as  long  as  need  be !  if  I  may  but  be  preserved 
upright  and  deeply  humble  to  the  ead  !  How  glad  I  am  and  was  to 
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hear  how  tliou  was  helped,  and  I  tru^t  preserved,  and  my  heart 
filled  with  thunkf^pving?  and  praise  to  Hitn  the  minrhty  strengthener and 
tender  presi^rver  of  hi^dear  faithful  children  the  world  over;  wJio  still 
reganls  in  compnsi*ion  the  low  estate  of  his  exercised  servants  and  Itand- 
maidftf  and  ^ends  them  help  from  hi^  huly  sanctuary  as  they  need  it,  to 
the  melting  and  contriting  of  their  souls  before  him,  and  to  the  renew- 
ing of  their  humhle  trust  and  filial  confidence  in  the  never-failing  arm 
of  his  palvation  1  Alas  !  pi:K)r  C.  B.  I  thought  it  would  be  so  with 
her,  and  I  never  tell  at  lil>eity  to  express  unity  with  her  concern,  no 
more  did  several  others  I  1  believe  with  thee,  thai  no  others  but  such 
Sls  are  like  her  would  be  liberated  to  visit  your  land !  so  we  must  visit 
the  &eed  f'«  fjnrit,  and  Oli !  there  is  a  love  and  unity,  and  consolation 
in  Christ  whieti  exlen<ls  and  flows  over  sea  and  land,  and  to  distant 
corner?,  truly  and  womlerfully  precious,  which  he  is  to  be  praised  and 
adoiMid  for  in  tlie  depths  of  fle>shly  abasement!  Wliat  matters  tlie 
preaching  of  close  things,  and  ancient  doctrine  in  wonls,  and  extolling 
our  early  Friend*,  and  their  writings  and  testimonies  !  my  feelinjr  is 
respecting  any  such,  if  they  have  not  a  testimony  to  bear  against  the 
doctrines  of  J.  J.  Gurney,  believe  them  not,  for  tliey  are  inconsistent, 
and  are  but  garnishing  of  the  sepulchres  as  it  were  of  those  they  are 
extolling  so,  and  thus  prove  they  are  in  the  spirit  of  those  who  perse- 
cuted smd  opposed  them.  May  the  Lord  preserve  us  purely  to  his 
praise,  and  grant  us  a  little  place  of  rest  within  the  pearl  gates  at  the 
end,  is  the  earnest  breathing  of  thy  affectionate  and  united  friend, 

LtDIA  a.    BilHCLAT. 


FROU    THE   SAKE. 


Aberdeen,  aoth  of  llUi  mo.,  1861. 

MT   DEAR   FKJESP, 

»#••««•  Thy  remarks  on  the  proceedings  of  our  last 
Yearly  Meeting  are  very  just ;  there  is  indeed,  a  continual  attempt  at 
great  and  good-looking  doings  to  hide  from  the  unsuspecting  our  de- 
formity, and  defection  from  ancient  principles,  and  so  by  degrees  to 
wheedle  ns  round,  until  the  gilded  chain  which  binds  us  under  the 
prince  of  darkness,  shall  be  completed!  I  think  I  never  was  so 
distressed  with  the  state  of  things  in  London  Quarter,  as  when  I 
was  in  those  parts  tliis  autumn,  and  attended  the  Qiiaiterly  Meeting, 
and  some  other  of  the  meetings  there  away ;  there  is  such  a  ei>mplete 
despotism  or  hierarchy  mther,  and  yet  under  the  most  plausible  appear- 
ance !  These  unfaithful  lesidt^rs  got  the  Yearly  Meeting  to  send  forth 
a  minute  ;ill  over  tlje  kingdom,  advishig  to  appoint  Quarterly  Meeting's 
committees  everywhere,  and  they  are  also  overruling  in  these  commit- 
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tees  where  they  can ;  ami  I  1>ellev  e  in  consequence  of  the  cliief  of 
them  being  in  London  Quarterly  Meeting,  they  ai'e  likely  (if  tliey 
have   not   already   done  so)   to  overrule   in   tlie    Monthly  Meetuiga 


throuj 


ighout,  so  as  lo  carry  the  gravestone  question,  which  they  them- 
sekes  mooted  in  the  Yearly  Meeting,  over  the  hvjuh  of,  aod  to  the 
grief  of  the  few  solid  faithful  Friend;*  Ief\  in  the  dtffereot  meeting ! 
It  has  indeed  been  nn  apple  of  discord,  for  it  has  shown  how  disconlant 
wilh  ancient  piinciplcs  many  are  whom  we  had  esteemed  a-s  good  sort 
of  Frienils!  But  it  is  well  there  should  he  something  lo  manifest  the 
evil  among  us. 

Ah  J  the  little  band  of  such  as  are  devoted  to  the  ancient  doctrinea 
are  being  irietl  and  refined  in  various  waya  ;  we  are  .separated  one 
fmm  another  by  dir*tance,  so  that  we  have  not  the  help  or  comfort  of 
each  other's  company,  and  we  are  losing  others  by  death;  but  if  it  all 
tends  to  deepen  lu  m  inward  experience  tliat  we  may  more  clu^jcly  cling 
to  the  alone  and  all*sntlicient  Source  of  help,  it  will  be  well ;  and  then  if 
ever  our  deliverance  eymes,  it  will  be  more  manifestly  from  above,  and 
no  flcih  !*hall  glory  in  bis  sight!  I  was  aileeted  to  hear  of  incon.>i?.tency  in 
several  minir^ters  and  elders  when  in  the  South,  one  of  them  subverting 
in  principle  and  conversation  our  testimony  as  to  dress  and  address. 
These  are  opening  the  door  for  further  encroachments  on  our  testimo- 
nies; so  that  it  sometimes  seems  to  me,  thai  the  tim<^  may  nut  be  dis- 
tant (though  I  may  not  live  to  see  it)  whca  those  who  desire  to  uphold 
the  pure  Quaker  doctrine  and  example,  will  be  competled  to  come  out 
from  amongst  the  unfaithful  and  conij»romising,  and  even  though  a 
mere  handful,  to  touch  not,  taste  not  that  which  is  unclean,  that  they 
may  with  holiness  bear  the  vessels  of  the  L«Drd !  But  such  as  the«e 
are  only  as  one  in  a  QiuiricHi/  Meeting,  Still,  I  expect  we  know  not,  if 
Truth^s  standard  were  upheld  rightly,  but  that  many  more  who  are 
wavering  might  flock  to  it !  I  cmmot  but  feel  the  prophcc}'  of  Sarah 
Grubb  in  1820,  is  fast  fultilhng,  that  we  shall  not  be  to  be  distinguisht^d 
from  the  many  other  sects  or  horns  of  profession,  which  are  pushing  in 
various  ways  against  the  Truth,  and  in  some  cases,  against  each  other 
also!        »•*♦»»♦♦•• 

Thy  affectionate  friend, 

L.  A.  Barclay* 


FROM   THE    d.lME. 


AberdMD,  7th  of  2(1  mo.,  IMS. 

MY    DEVK    A?i[>    VALLKD    FRUUrt^, 

•••♦**•     I  unite  wilh  thee  in  regartl  to  a  coming  out 
trora  those  who  are  not  true  ancient  Friends;  but  I  bebeve  such  will 
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Having  had  drawings  in  my  mind  for  a  considerable  length 
of  time»  to  pay  a  religious  visit  to  Friends  and  others  in  some 
parts  of  the  Slates  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  atjd 
having  obtained  the  necessary  certificates,  after  attending  our 
Quarterly  Meeting  at  North  Providence,  I  proceeded  to  Fall 
River,  and  on  the  7th  of  2d  mo,,  1853,  went  by  steamer  to 
New  York,  and  next  day  by  railroad  to  Poughkeepsie,  where  I 
met  with  my  son-in-law,  Wm.  R*  Hazard,  and  went  with  him 
to  his  house,  near  Washington  Hollow,  and  next  day  went 
to  the  public  meeting,  after  their  Quarter,  but  not  as  a  con- 
cern of  mine  ;  here  was  almost  a  constant  succession  of  preach- 
ing and  praying,  for  near  two  hours  and  a  half,  but  my  mouth 
was  not  opened.  There  was  present  one  Daniel  Haviland 
(grandson  of  the  old  prophet  of  the  same  name)  from  Quaker 
Hill,  who  stood  long  and  spoke  with  much  warmth,  and  de- 
livered much  sound  Quaker  doctrine  as  to  the  letter,  but 
apparently  in  the  will  of  the  creature  and  with  much  self- 
complacency.  There  are  two  of  dear  old  Daniel's  sons  who 
are  acknowledged  as  ministers  among  the  Garneyites,  who 
as  it  appears,  may  well  be  compared  to  those  Jews  who 
boasted  of  being  the  children  of  Abraham. 

Next  day  I  went  to  Stanford  Select  Quarterly  Meeting, 
which  was  indeed  a  painful  time,  and  no  marvel,  considering 
the  unsound  condition  of  that  meeting ;  it  was  my  lot  to  be 
silent.  But  I  had  felt  a  great  weight  and  burden  upon  my 
mind  ever  since  coming  into  this  county  ;  and  was  almost  in 
doubt  what  the  result  would  be ;  which  continued  with  me 
until  some  time  after  the  commencement  of  the  meeting  for 
worship,  the  next  day,  when  a  single  sentence  presented,  as 
being  intended  for  me  to  express  in  the  meetingj  touching  the 
fitness  of  all  which  the  Lord  requires  of  us,  and  the  adaptation 
thereof  to  tiis  purposes,  without  seeing  anything  which  might 
follow  the  expression  of  this  sentence;  nor  was  there  any 
passage  of  Scripture  subject  or  doctrine  presented  until  ex- 
pressing the  words  which  came  as  they  occurred  one  after 
another,  when  by  and  by  Scripture  passages  and  doctrine 
began  clearly  to  open,  and  the  great  attention  with  which 
we  ought  to  regard  the  words  of  Christ,  whether  spoken  in 
that  prepared  body  or  through  the  revelation  or  manifestation 
of  his  spirit  in  man,  referring  to  the  testimony  that  "  Never 
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tenupt  me,  as  I  believed  I  was  nearly  clear  of  what  rested  upon 
me  at  this  time ;  and  so  after  a  short  time^  in  a  loving  ad- 
dress to  the  people,  I  closed.  After  two  other  persons  had 
spoken  at  some  length,  and  the  shutters  were  closed,  one  Paul 
Upton  came  and  whispered  to  me,  desiring  that  1  would  go 
out,  but  he  did  not  speak  out ;  so  pretty  soon  I  mentioned 
what  the  Friend  had  said  to  me^  and  subjoined,  if  that  meeting 
had  a  choice  that  I  should  withdraw  (notwithstanding  I  had 
the  usual  credentials)  I  was  free  to  do  so,  feeling  clear  of  the 
service  w  hereunto  I  was  called  among  them.  It  was  sug- 
gested by  some  one  that  I  was  not  a  member  of  the  Society ; 
wllen  a  member  of  the  meeting  said,  tliat  Philadelphia  Yearly 
Meeting,  the  only  body  which  had  examined  the  New  Eng- 
land case,  had  decided  that  I  was  a  member  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  and  had  permitted  me  to  sit  in  their  Yearly  Meet- 
ing, Although  many  were  in  favor  of  my  remaining,  yet 
the  prevailing  voice  was  that  I  should  go  out,  and  so  I  left 
the  meeting,  with  several  others  who  were  dissatisfied  with 
such  proceedings.  It  is  probable  that  the  matter  given  me 
to  deliver  among  them  was  not  well  relished  by  some ;  how- 
ever, I  enjoyed  great  peace  in  this  day^s  labor,  and  in  the 
patient  endurance  of  the  reproaches  that  were  heaped  upon 
me  for  the  blessed  Master's  sake.  It  was  for  standing  firm  to 
the  same  doctrine  that  George  Fox  preached  in  many  meetings, 
and  for  which  he  was  hauled  or  driven  out,  and  in  a  much 
rougher  manner,  too,  than  I  was  stopped  and  driven  out ;  but, 
my  being  driven  out,  by  those  pretending  to  be  Friends — by 
false  brethren — made  it,  peradventure,  as  trying  to  me,  as  the 
rough  treatment  which  he  met  with,  was  to  him.  It  is  be* 
lieved  that  Stanford  Quarterly  Meeting  has  lost  much  credit 
by  this  day's  proceedings,  among  some  of  its  own  members, 
and  in  the  public  mind. 

From  this  place,  with  W,  R.  Hazard  for  my  companion, 
1  went  over  the  Hudson  River  to  Coeymans,  where  we  at- 
tended their  meeting  on  first  day  ;  but  it  being  very  snowy,  it 
was  much  smaller  than  usual ;  yet  I  had  good  service,  referring 
to  PauPs  declaration  to  one  of  the  churches,  that  it  must  be 
through  much  tribulation  that  they  could  enter  the  kingdom, 
evincing  the  necessity  of  a  patient  endurance  of  judgment 
brought  over  the  natural  man,  in  order  to  produce  repentance 
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and  sanctificatioo  ;  and  eubsequetitly  recurred  to  the  vision  of 
the  prophet  when  he  saw  a  stream  issuing  from  under  the 
tbreshhold  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  ;  and  setting  forth  the 
gradtttion  of  the  depth  on  descending  this  river,  coming  first 
up  to  the  ankles,  then  to  the  knees,  and  next  to  the  waist, 
and  finally  becoming  a  river  that  could  not  be  passed,  deep 
enough  to  swim  in  ;  showing  that  we  must  descend  and  get 
so  deep  down  into  the  river  of  judgment,  as  to  be  renovated 
and  sanctified  from  one  degree  to  another,  and  brought  to 
willingness  to  abide  there,  and  to  get  deeper  and  deeper,^ 
which  experience  would  not  be  unprofitable  to  the  very  best 
of  us.  I  was  also  led  to  recur  to  the  apostle's  doctrine, "to 
show  the  gradation  and  advancement  in  grace,  viz :  "  Tribu- 
lation worketh  patience,  and  patience  experience/'  &c. ;  show- 
ing that  tribulation  patiently  endured  will  gready  instruct  us 
in  the  school  of  experience,  and  establish  us  in  true  and  ei- 
perimentid  Christiamty  ;  referring  also  to  the  passage  in 
Revelation,  "  These  are  they  that  came  out  of  great  tribula- 
tion, and  have  washed  their  robes  and  made  them  w^hite  io 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb."  And  although  I  did  not  feel  that 
there  was  much  resistance  to  my  testimony,  but  quite  an 
openness  to  receive  it  on  the  part  of  some,  yet,  as  I  believed,  a 
part  of  those  to  whom  my  concern  extended  were  not  present, 
I  did  not  feel  easy  without  requesting  a  more  general  gather- 
ing of  the  people  on  the  next  day,  if  Friends  felt  free  for  it ; 
but,  even  those  professing  to  be  sound  Friends  appeared  to 
be  afraid  to  accede  to  my  request 

From  here  we  went  to  Troy,  on  second  day,  and  from  there 
on  third  day,  to  Westmoreland,  where  we  met  with  kind 
Friends,  and  the  following  evening  had  a  large  meeting  at  a 
small  village  called  Hampton,  in  which  I  had  much  eularge- 
nient  amongst  a  mixed  company  of  Baptists,  Methodists,  (Sec., 
and  the  following  evening  had  a  small  open  meeting  with  the 
Baptists  in  their  own  house  in  another  direction,  and  so  stayed 
and  attended  Friends^  meeting  on  first  day,  which  was  an 
open,  favored  time.  Whilst  here  I  felt  some  drawings  in  my 
mind  to  go  northward,  and  visit  Friends  in  the  Black  River 
country,  but  we  heard  the  snow  was  very  deep  there,  so  that 
this  and  other  circumstances  discouraged  us  from  going  at 
present.     Third  day  our  friends  Isaac  Feckham  and  wife  took 
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US  in  a  sleigh  to  Brookfield,  where  we  were  kindly  entertained. 
A  meeting  was  notified  for  us  here  which  was  quite  fully 
attended  by  Friends  and  others,  notwithstanding  it  was  a 
snowy  day,  and  we  had  a  very  open  time,  although  it  was 
seen  that  there  was  a  great  want  of  living  concern  Gumong 
them. 

From  here  we  went  to  Smyrna  and  met  with  kind  enter* 
tainment.  Many  Friends  here  seem  not  to  know  their  own 
standing;  for  while  they  think  themselves  sound  Friends 
or  call  themselves  so,  they  have  much  charity  for  the  Gurney- 
ites,  and  a  good  deal  of  sympathy  with  them,  and  have^  by 
being  mingled  with  them  in  religious  society,  suflTered  a  loss 
by  the  insidiousness  of  the  enemy  through  the  leaven  of  nn- 
righteousness,  so  dangerous  to  the  body  if  suffered  to  be 
introduced  and  to  remain  in  it  This  the  Saviour  of  men 
cautioned  his  people  to  guard  against  Beware  of  the  leaven 
of  the  Pharisees^  said  he,  which  is  hypocrisy.  A  caution 
never  more  wanted  than  at  the  present  time,  and  in  our 
Society ;  for  the  leaven  of  Gurneyism  is  radical  hypocrisy ; 
professing  Quakerism  whilst  its  aim  is  to  destroy  it,  and  to 
raise  up  a  different  religion  upon  its  ruins. 

On  first  day  we  attended  their  meeting,  and  found  that  many 
of  their  neighbors  had  the  knowledge  of  our  being  there,  so 
that  the  meeting  was  very  large ;  and  truly  I  was  never  more 
sensible  o[  the  great  necessity  of  being  furniifhed  with  a  little  of 
that  wisdom  which  is  from  above,  than  now  j  and  I  long  waited 
for  it,  and  was  mercifully  helped  to  preach  the  gospel  in  the 
demonstration  of  the  Spirit,  and  as  I  trust  to  divide  the  word 
of  Truth  to  their  several  conditions,  insisting  upon  the  neces- 
sity of  the  hearts  of  the  individual  members  being  clean  and 
pure,  in  order  that  the  church,  the  body  of  Christ,  should  be 
pure,  and  as  the  apostle  said  without  spot  or  wrinkle,  so  that 
his  will  might  be  done  by  the  church  on  earth  as  it  is  done  by 
the  church  in  heaven  ;  alluding  to  the  time  which  we  read  of 
in  Holy  Scripture,  when  "  there  was  war  in  heaven,"  Michael 
with  his  angels  fighting  against  the  dragon  ;  when  the  dragon 
with  his  angels  was  cast  out  And  that  we  might  see  from 
the  divers  interpositions  of  the  divine  power  and  Providence 
that  it  has  always  been  His  will  to  separate  the  evil  from  the 
good  amongst  men,  that  he  might  have  a  pure  people  amongst 
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whom  to  place  bis  name, — a  church  with  whom  he  would 
deliglit  to  dwell.  I  referred  to  the  separation  of  those  who 
feared  liiiii  iti  Noah's  time,  and  to  the  separation  of  his  people 
Israel  from  the  Egyptians  by  a  pillar  of  fire  by  night  and  a  pil- 
lar of  cloud  by  day  ;  and  also  to  the  separation  of  those  who 
approached  his  altar  with  ofteriiigs  of  strange  firej  from  his 
true  Israel  \  and  to  the  Lord^a  commandments  to  his  people 
when  they  possessed  the  land  of  promise^  that  they  shoidd 
not  mingle  with  the  nations  who  knew  not  God,  but  should 
drive  tliem  out,  lest  they  should  be  corrupted  with  their  images 
and  their  doctrines  ;  for  that  his  people  must  be  pure  and  holy. 
I  also  cited  Christ's  parable  of  the  vineyard,  showing  that  the 
branches  must  be  like  the  vine,  for  truly  all  those  branches 
which  are  withered,  are  and  must  be  broken  oil  and  can  bea«, 
no  fruit.  It  was  further  shown  that  the  old  adversary  h; 
never  failed,  whenever  the  Almighty  had  effected  a  reforma- 
tion, or  had  gathered  to  himself  a  church  and  people,  to  at* 
tempt  to  allure  them  away  from  their  allegiance  to  him,  or 
to  draw  them  to  the  wilderness,  bestiring  himself  with  hiS] 
every  effort,  and  with  his  artful  delusions,  to  frustrate  the 
Lord's  purposes  in  obtaining  for  himself  a  holy  people  with 
whom  he  might  be  pleased  to  dwell.  Very  extensive  au< 
arduous  were  my  labors  here,  and  my  blessed  Master  wa*" 
near  and  went  before,  and  fulfilled  his  early  and  gracious 
promise,  that  he  would  be  to  those  who  trusted  in  him  ft^ 
mouth  and  wisdom  which  their  adversaries  should  not  be  able" 
to  gainsay  or  condemn. 

We  hud  a  public  meeting  the  same  afternoon  in  the  Meth- 
odist house  at  Smyrna  village  which  was  attended  by  nearly 
the  whole  body  of  Frienda  thereaway  and  by  many  others.] 
This  was  also  a  time  of  great  openness;  strength  and  enlarge- 
ment being  mercifully  given  in  the  promulgation  of  the  ever-. 
lasting  gospel,  in  which  the  way  of  life  and  salvation  waij 
clearly  explained  and  set  forth. 

On  second  day  w^e  reached  Westmoreland  again,  and,  not 
feeling  easy  to  leave  Friends  of  Leray  Quarter,  in  the  Black 
River  country,  on  third  day,  the  first  of  3d  mo.,  we  set  out  for 
those  parts  and  passed  some  meetings  by,  way  not  opening  to 
attend  them.  On  fourth  day  we  travelled  through  very  deep 
snow  to  Lowville,  and  next  day  attended  their  Preparative, 
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Meeting  in  which  I  had  good  senice  through  the  abounding 
of  best  help  ;  and  although  there  were  strong  Gurneyitcs  in 
this  meeting,  yet  they  were  so  softened  and  brought  down 
as  to  let  113  sit  in  their  Meeting  for  business,  without  objeo 
tion.  We  lodged  the  following  night  at  the  house  of  Thomas 
Townsend,  an  aged  Friend ;  here  we  made  some  attempts 
for  a  meeting  in  the  Methodists'  house,  but  the  afternoon  and 
evening  were  so  very  snowy  that  the  meeting  was  not  held. 

Next  day  went  twenty-seven  miles  to  Leray,  and  the  day 
following,  with  Samuel  Child  for  our  guide,  we  went  to  In- 
dian River,  and  put  up  with  Robert  Townsend,  an  elder  in 
Society ;  to  him  we  applied  for  a  meeting  that  afternoon  or 
fCvening  ;  and  after  some  consultation  it  was  concluded  to 
have  it  at  7  o*clock  that  evening.  This  meeting  ^ivas  said  to 
be  attended  by  every  one  of  their  members  and  divers  others. 
It  was  a  highly  favored  meeting,  and  the  Friends  were  very 
loving  and  a^Fectionater  We  tarried  all  night  at  R,  Towns- 
end'S,  and  he  and  wife  were  very  kind  to  us.  Next  day  re- 
turned to  Leray,  and  attended  their  first  day  meeting,  which 
was  large,  other  people  having  heard  of  our  being  expected 
there. 

Here  I  was  greatly  enlarged  in  delivering  the  gospel  mes- 
sage, commencing  with  the  passage,  "  No  man  knoweth 
tlie  things  of  a  man,  but  the  spirit  of  a  man  within  him,  so 
no  man  knoweth  the  things  of  God,  but  the  spirit  of  God," 
setting  forth  the  utter  insufficiency  of  the  wisdom  of  man  to 
comprehend  or  demonstrate  the  things  of  God ;  and  it  was  a 
very  solemn  time — an  opportunity  worth  travelling  far  to  ob- 
tain. 

We  went  from  this  meeting  to  Samuel  Child's  where  we 
were  kindly  cared  for  by  him  and  his  wife,  and  had  the  com- 
pany of  two  of  his  brothers. 

Next  morning  we  parted  with  our  kind  friends  Isaac  Peck- 
ham  and  wife ;  and  took  cars  at  Watertown  for  Rome,  and 
then  to  Auburn,  and  so  by  carriage  to  Poplar  Ridge  On  third 
day  we  went  to  see  our  valued,  aged  Friends,  Wm.  King  and 
wife,  and  tlieir  two  sons  John  and  Alfred,  with  their  wives. 
This  family  had  of  latter  time  emigrated  from  Etigland  and 
settled  here.  We  put  up  this  night  with  our  friends  Joseph 
and  Wiunefred  Chace,  and  the  next  day  attended  their  Pre- 
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parative  Meeting;  in  which  I  felt  and  expressed  a  living  con* 
cern  that  those  few  who  appear  to  have  been  chosen  to  stand 
by  the  ancient  testimonies  of  Friends,  in  New  York,  might 
live  so  near  to  the  blessed  Master,  and  so  entirely  put  their 
trust  in  him,  as  to  be  enabled  to  fulfil  his  purpose  in  calling 
them  to  their  allotment,  so  exceedingly  important :  and  that 
they  might  wait  on  him  in  great  humility  for  strength  and 
wisdom ;  referring  for  their  encouragement  to  the  wonderful 
deliverance  of  the  L#ord's  people  formerly,  by  a  very  few  men 
under  the  hand  of  Gideon — and  that  it  was  so  ordained  that 
man  might  not  claim  the  glory  of  such  deliverance — ^referring 
also  to  the  simplicity  of  the  means,  the  lamp  in  the  pitcher, 
&c.  It  was  a  solid  instructive  time.  After  meeting,  in  com- 
pany vnth  John  King,  we  dined  at  Abiel  Gardner's,  and  went 
to  the  house  of  our  friend  Job  Otis  to  lodge.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  we  made  several  visits  to  our  beloved  friends,  and 
next  day  went  over  the  lake  to  Ulysses,  and  were  met  at  the 
shore  by  friends  who  kindly  cared  for  us ;  and  next  day  wa^ 
called  on  the  families  of  Friends  in  that  vicinity,  and  had  a 
meeting  at  evening  in  the  Methodist  Meeting-house  at  Jack- 
son village;  and  1  did  indeed  feel  thankful  for  the  help  af- 
forded. The  minister,  and  most  of  his  hearers  had  never 
before  been  at  a  meeting  of  Friends  j  and  they  expressed 
much  satisfaction.  The  meeting  was  large  and  the  service 
extensive. 

On  first  day  morning  we  attended  Friends'  Meeting  at 
Hector,  and  public  notice  being  given,  the  meeting  was  large, 
and,  as  I  trust,  to  the  honor  of  Truth.  At  4  o'clock  the  same 
afternoon  we  had  a  meeting  at  a  Baptist  Meeting-house  at 
Searsburg,  which  was  large,  and  we  were  favored  with  best, 
help,  in  showing  that  Christianity  is  the  same  now  that  it  was 
in  the  days  of  Christ's  personal  appearance,  and  in  the  apos* 
tie's  time — that  in  itself  it  had  not  in  the  least  degree  changed 
or  diminished  in  life  and  power ;  and  that  the  present  lapsed 
condition  of  the  professors  of  it  was  owing  to  their  misgiv- 
ings and  want  of  faith  and  faithfulness  to  its  manifestations 
and  operations  in  the  soul 

I  referred  to  Christ's  charge  to  his  disciples  on  the  first  oc- 
casion of  his  sending  them  forth — ^to  his  promises  unto  them ; 
and  furthermore,  to  his  referring  to  those  promises  in  his 
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charge  to  them  at  tlic  time  of  his  last  personal  interview  with 
them — cornparing  the  latter  also  with  John's  testimony  of  him, 
contrasting  his  own  baptism  with  that  of  Christ,  which  is  with 
the  Holy  Ghost ;  the  one  onto  repentance,  the  other  to  the 
thorough  purgation  of  the  hearts  and  aiFeetiong  of  men.  In 
thb  service,  help  and  strength,  mouth  and  wisdom  were  ad- 
mirably given.  Most  of  the  principal  Friends  of  Hector 
Meeting  wf^re  there  ;  and  here  I  met  with  dear  Lydia  Hal- 
lock  ;  Joseph  Tripp  and  wife  being  also  with  us.  We  went 
with  Lydia  to  the  house  of  her  son-in-law,  Aaron  Mekeel, 
with  many  dear  friends,  whose  company  and  conversation 
were  comforting.  Next  day  we  had  the  same  company  to- 
gether at  Wm.  Mekeel's. 

From  this  place  we  went  to  my  brofchcr-in-law^  John  Col- 
lins's,  where  we  stayed  two  nights.  While  here^  in  Hector,  I 
felt  a  strong  desire  to  visit  Joseph  Cole  and  brothers,  in  Alle- 
ghany county,  (of  a  family  formerly  residing  in  my  own  neigh- 
borhood, and  then  in  the  practice  of  frequently  attending  our 
meetings,)  bnt  many  eirciimstances  seeming  to  make  it  diffi- 
cult, I  felt  released,  upon  writing  them  an  epistle  of  exhorta- 
tion and  counsel 

0)1  fourth  day  we  attended  Hector  mid-week  meeting, 
and  had  an  exceUent  parting  opportunity  with  Friends  by 
themselves,  in  which  counsel  flowed  freely  in  the  demonstra- 
tion of  the  good  spirit,  and  in  the  fellowship  and  communion 
of  the  Holy  Ghost, 

On  fifth  day  we  left  here,  and  went  to  Ithaca,  and  from 
thence  by  railroad  to  Owego,  where  we  tarried  until  some- 
time after  12  o^clock  i\  m.,  and  then  took  the  express  train, 
and  went  forward  with  great  speed  towards  the  Hudson  River, 
until  we  came  to  the  Delaware,  about  sunrise,  to  a  place 
where  the  railroad  is  cut  into  the  side  of  a  vast  ledge  of  rocks, 
judged  by  some  of  our  company  to  be  about  four  hundred 
feet  highj  nearly  perpendicular,  and  about  thirty  or  forty  feet 
above  the  river,  and  but  just  the  width  of  the  roadbed  torn 
the  ledge.  Here  the  two  hindmost  cars  ran  off  the  track 
towards  the  ledge,  we  being  in  the  last;  and  we  found,  by 
examination,  a  curve  in  the  way  just  as  we  came  to  this  per- 
ilous situation,  and,  also,  that  several  of  the  rails  were  broken 
find  driven  out  of  their  places  at  dilfereut  and  distinct  points. 
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But,  whatever  the  cause,  the  two  cars  ran  off,  as  before 
and  the  wheels  of  the  one  in  which  we  were  seated  fell  i      _ 
water-passage,  about  eight  feet  broad,  whereby  we  became  | 
disengaged  from  the  next  car;  and,  -when  so,  our  cour- 
inclined  towards  the  ledge,  so  as  to  bring  the  forepart  ill^ 
tact  with  it,  which  stove  it  very  much  to  pieces,  and  bri- 1;  ' 
us  to  a  stand  at  once,  and  our  scats  to  the  floor.     Oii;  :'  '.   I 
as  I  remember,  was  the  third  or  fourth  from  the  front  d')«>r— 
and,  what  was  wonderful,  all  on  board  escaped  without  injaiy, 

After  a  half  hour's  detention,  spent  in  arranging  the  pa» 
aengers,  and  placing  some  in  the  baggage  oars,  we  were  agaui 
under  way.     If  our  car  had  run  off  the  rails  on  the  opposite 
side,  the  way  was  so  narrow  that  we  must  have  been  plungd 
into  the  river.      Praised  be  the   L#ord  for  our  preservatioo ! 
Notwithstanding  this  detention,  and  thereby  failing  to  rneel 
the  cars  in  course,  we  got  on,  through  Newburg  and  Poa^« 
keepsie,  to  ray  cliildren's  dwelling,  at  Washington,  the  saiM 
day.     The  many  afflictions,  oppositions,  and  dangers  whi 
we  met  with  during  this  journey  in  New  York,  brought 
to  my  mind  Paul's  enumeration  of  the  perils  which  had  fs 
to  his  lot.     The  enemy  strove  to  deter  him  from  fulfilling 
Lord's  purposes,  if  not  to  destroy  his  life. 

On  first  day,  20th  of  3d  mo.,  we  had  a  meeting  in  theO 
gregational  house,  at  Washington  Hollow,  in  which,  I 
the  word  of  Truth  was  rightly  divided  amongst  the  many  Lo 
he  res,  and  Lo  I  theres. 

Third  day,  23d,  we  took  passage  in  a  barge,  and  came  to 
New  York    city  in    the    morning,  and,  after  calling  on  oar 
friends,  went  to  Rahway,  reaching  the  house  of  our  dear  friend 
Martha  Wood  before  night.     We  lodged  here,  and  next 
attended  their  mid-week  meeting,  which  was  open  and 
isfactory.     After  meeting,  going  to  the  depot,  we  met 
our  dear  friend  William  Hill,  and  all  went  on  together  to 
friend  Sarah   Healy's,  where  we  met  with  our  dear  frie 
Elizabeth   Pitfield  and   Lydia  Reeve,  with   Sarah's  chili 
Mutually  glad  we  were  to  see  each  other.     On  the  folio 
day  we  had  an  appointed  meeting  there  at  3  o'clock,  w: 
was  large,  and  considerable  labor  fell  to  my  lot  j  yet  m 
deliberation  and  care  seemed  needful  in  feeling  for  the  rij 
stepping-stones,     E.  Pitfield  was  exercised  acceptably  in  s 
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plication.  We  lodged  that  night  with  George  W.  Brown,  E. 
Pitfield  also  being  there.  Next  day  George  took  us  to  Bur- 
lington, where  W.  R.  Hazard  parted  with  na,  and  we  went  on 
to  Ezra  Haiues^s,  at  Rancocus,  and  dined  ;  he  and  wife  open- 
hearted  j  phi  in-spoken,  sound  Friends.  Afternoon  we  went  to 
Joaiah  R.  Reeve's,  and  our  rejoicing  to  see  each  other  was 
mutual  and  full  of  consolation.  Here  we  tarried  the  night, 
and  on  first  day  morning  attended  ttieir  meeting,  at  Medford, 
where  much  arduous  labor  was  called  for  at  my  hands,  and  in 
hearing  the  ancient  doctrines  of  Truth  set  forth  the  minds  of 
many  seemed  to  be  tendered.  Afternoon,  Josiah  and  his  wife 
went  with  us  to  Moorestown,  where  we  had  a  meeting,  at  3 
o'clock  the  same  day,  long  silent,  but  comfortable  in  the  end, 
in  the  delivery  of  a  short,  lively  testimony.  After  meeting 
we  went  to  the  house  of  our  dear  aged  friends  Ebeaezer  and 
Rachel  Roberts,  where  a  number  of  other  dear  friends  met  us, 
and  we  were  much  refreshed  together. 

Second  day  afternoon  we  travelled  twelve  miles,  and  lodged 
at  Hughes  Bell's,  and  the  following  morning  attended  Wood- 
bury Monthly  Meeting,  in  which  I  was  mercifully  helped  and 
much  enlarged  in  bearing  a  living  testimony  to  the  power  of 
the  gospel  of  Christ  our  Lord.  We  went  on  that  afternoon 
towards  Salem,  and  lodged  at  the  house  of  William  Carpenter, 
(a  sound,  understanding  Friend,)  and  on  fourth  day  attended 
Salem  Monthly  Meeting,  where  I  was  enabled  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  doctrines  of  Friends,  but  which,  as  appeared  in 
the  sequel,  gave  great  otfence  to  the  two  persons  who  sat  near 
ns.  When  the  meeting  for  business  was  opened,  one  of  them 
said  there  was  a  person  present  who  was  not  a  member  of 
the  Society,  and  therefore  had  no  right  to  sit  in  that  meeting, 
which  assumption  was  seconded  by  the  other,  but  denied  by 
four  Friends  in  the  meeting.  1  then  mentioned  that  if  that 
meeting  did  not  see  cause  to  pay  any  deference  to  the  de- 
cision of  their  own  Yearly  Meeting,  but  desired  me  to  go  out, 
I  was  very  free  to  do  so ;  on  which  they  poured  out  a  volley  of 
declamation,  and  made  many  charges,  saying  that  I  had  been 
disowned  by  my  own  Monthly,  Quarterly,  and  Yearly  Meet- 
I,  &c.,  &c.,  and  further  said  that  they  had  a  right  to  pro- 
their  own  meeting.  To  this  I  thought  best  to  make  no 
reply ;  and,  having  accomplished  the  service  which  lay  upon 
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me,  withdrew,  as  did  also  my  friends  William  Hill  and  Alien 
Roberts ;  for  when  they  coinrnanded  me  to  go  out,  they  in* 
eluded  those  who  were  with  tne. 

The  objectors  to  our  sitting  endeavored  to  bring  raore  to 
speak  against  U3,  but  could  not.  The  sound  Friends  were 
exceedingly  grieved  at  this  usage  of  us,  and  one  elderly  mail 
did  plead  very  feelingly  for  our  rights,  and  was  broken  into 
many  tears.  But  I  felt,  on  leaving  the  house,  very  peaceful, 
and  enjoyed  great  eonsolation  by  the  incomes  of  the  dear 
Saviour's  love,  who  made  me  willing  to  sutler  reproach  for  his 
and  the  gospel's  sake* 

After  this  meeting  was  over,  we  went  with  the  elderly 
Friend  alluded  to — Josiah  N.  Reeve — six  miles,  to  his  house, 
on  our  way  to  the  next  meeting.  I  found  tlus  Josiah  N. 
Reeve  to  be  a  grandson  of  Mark  Reeve,  an  eminent  minister 
of  the  last  century,  who  lived  at  Greenwich.  Josiah  went 
witli  us  to  that  place,  where  we  put  up  with  our  dear  aged 
friend  John  Sheppard,  who  has  five  sons,  valuable  Friends ; 
and  at  this  place  we  also  met  with  George  Bacon,  and  hia 
wife  and  children,  very  hearty  Friends.  They  claim  here  to 
be  all  sound  Friends,  save  one,  and  expressed  satisfaction  with 
my  labors  among  them.  After  our  visit  here,  we  went  back 
with  Josiah  N.  Reeve,  and  were  lodged  and  cared  for  in  the 
kindest  manner  by  himself,  sister  and  brothers,  closely  located 
together.  From  thence  we  went  to  Salem,  and  took  boat  to 
Newcastle,  in  Delaware.  From  this  place  w'e  proceeded  to 
London  Grove,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  house  of 
our  valued  friend  Morris  Cope,  who  went  next  day  with  ua 
to  Sadsbury,  where  we  put  up  with  our  dear  friend  Priscilla 
Cooper. 

I  was  pretty  long  silent  at  the  meeting  here,  but  way  finally 
opened  for  a  powerful  testimony  among  them,  tending,  as  I 
trust,  to  harmonize  them  together.  After  this  meeting  we 
came  to  the  house  of  our  dear  friends  Isaac  and  Rebecca 
Hayes,  at  East  Bradford,  his  brother  Benjamin  and  wife  ac- 
companying. On  the  following  day,  wliich  was  the  fu"st  of 
the  week,  we  attended  that  meeting,  to  good  satisfaction, 
where,  among  other  doctrines  of  Friends,  that  of  the  primary 
order  and  authority  of  the  Holy  Spirit  before  the  Holy  Scrip- 
ture was  largely  set  forth;  but  for  whose  sake  I  know  not,  it 
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being  a  Friends'  meeting,  and  no  public  notice  requeated. 
After  meeting  we  went  home  with  our  dear  friend  Samuel 
Cope,  where  we  lodged ;  and  next  morning  Samuel  went 
with  us  to  his  brother  David  Cope's,  on  our  way  to  Phila- 
delphia, where,  on  third  day,  I  attended  their  mid-week  meet- 
ing in  the  Northern  District  After  this  w^e  made  divers  social 
visits,  until  sixth  day  morning,  when  I  parted  with  many 
dear  friends  in  Philadelphia,  and  coming  on  to  New  York, 
went  on  board  the  steamboat  that  evening,  and  arrived  at 
Westerly  next  morning,  feeling  very  peaceful  and  quiet. 

I  spent  tlie  day  with  my  children  and  friends  here,  and  the 
morning  following,  which  was  the  first  day  of  the  week,  and 
the  10th  of  4th  mo.,  1853,  arrived  at  home,  in  good  health, 
and  very  thankful  for  the  preservation  so  mercifully  extended 
in  many  ways. 
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ami  humbly  in  tliis  awful  matter,  and  that  way  bas  seemed  to  open  to 
go  forwanl,  and  th:it  thou  art  preserved  peaceful^  and  like  a  servant 
waiting  for  ihj  Muster's  furtUeP  reveulin;^;*  and  comiiian«is,  willing  to 
obey  ibem !  and  I  was  much  struck  with  the  way  in  which  thou  seems 
c&Ueil  to  go — viz:  to  London  (as  it  were  the  heart  and  capitol  of  the 
enemj^'s  kingdom!)  first.  I  see  the  heavenly  Wisdfiin  in  the  leading; 
although  the  afffLtionate  part  in  me  long^  to  see  thie  first,  and  I  had 
been  hoping  thou  might  have  recruited  aller  thy  voyage  under  my  cot- 
tage roof!  but  I  SCO  now  it  is  best  otherwise*  so  I  must  have  patience. 
I  have  been  trying  to  think  how  I  might  help  thee  in  any  way.  But 
oh !  my  dear  and  honui'ed  friend,  lliou  knowest  on  whom  help  is  hiid, 
and  who  can  hold  up  thy  hea<i  amidst  all  the  billows^ — so  I  crave  tliou 
mayest  be  preserved  from  ttjoking  at  what  may  await  ttiee,  but  simply 
aiid  humbly  lean  on  him  who  hath  hithbrto  helped !  Oh  1  I  funieslly 
crave,  if  consistent  with  the  divine  will,  that  thy  bodily  health  may  be 
kept  up  aniidat  it  all,  for  I  know  haw  greatly  it  ii  afi'ected  by  suffer- 
ing of  mind.     ♦     •     •     ♦    • 

Thy  nearly  united  and  affectionate  friend, 

Lyi>ia  a.  Barclay* 


We  went  on  board  the  steamship  Niagara  at  Boston,  undei 
ibe  command  of  Captain  Leitch,  which  left  that  port  on  the 
28th  of  9th  mo.»  1853,  and  reached  Liverpool  on  the  9th  of 
10th  mo.,  eleven  days  at  sea,  mostly  good  weather. 

On  landing  in  Liverpool  we  went  directly  to  the  house  of 
our  dear  friend  Margaret  Crosfield,  with  whom^  and  her  valu- 
able husband  George  Croalield,  I  lodged  when  before  in  Eng- 
land. She  received  us  gladly  and  very  cordially,  and  made 
us  as  comfortable  as  we  could  be^  under  the  deep  exercise  of 
mind  that  lay  heavily  ui>on  us,  with  the  prospect  of  very  try- 
ing and  diliicult  service  before  us. 

Went  to  see  Thomas  Thompson  the  oldest  and  principal 
Elder  in  this  place,  whose  carriage  towards  us,  and  treatment, 
was  apparently  cordial  and  affectioiiate,  expressing  a  great  deal 
of  sorrow  and  pity  for  me,  in  my  condition  ;  but  before  parting, 
seemed  greatly  disposed  to  discourage  my  proceeding  on  this 
visit,  and  to  turn  me  back,  by  telling  me  that  my  going  into 
any  meetings  of  Friends  In  this  country  would  be  very  dissat* 
isfactory,  and  that  any  attempt  to  speak  in  them  would  be 
more  so ;  he  also  expressed  a  doubt  of  iU  being  borne  with. 
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and  averred  that  I  waft  not  a  member  of  the  Society 

Friends.  I  observed  to  him,  that  a  person  who  had  trjins-' 
grt'ssed  no  discipline,  but  was  dealt  with  and  disowned 
violation  of  discipline^  was,  nevertheless,  rightfully  a  meml 
of  the  Society,  according  to  the  discipline,  both  of  New 
land  and  Old  England ;  and  inquired  of  him  whether  he 
unity  with  J,  J.  Gurney  and  his  doctrines,  to  which  he  rej 
that  he  had  good  unity  with  liira  as  a  Gospel  Minister, 
that  his  writings  were  very  much  unexceptionable  I  Here; 
I  cited  to  him  several  items  which  stand  in  contradictioa 
Robert  Barclay ;  to  which  he  replied,  that  there  were 
passages  in  the  Apology  from  which  he  dissented.  He 
a  general  charge  against  the  controversial  ^Titings  of  tk 
early  Friends,  which  evinced,  as  he  said,  too  much  bitter 
ness  of  spirit,  adding,  that  many  of  these  writings  were  mow 
fit  for  the  fire  than  for  the  public  eye,  including  many  of  the 
writings  of  George  Fox  and  those  of  Edward  Burrougli  by 
name,  and  not  excepting  any  in  this  general  aniraadversioD- 

I  observed  to  him  that  the  Almighty  always  had,  from  the 
beginning,  a  controversy  with  all  evil,  and  consequently  all 
his  faithful  servants  had  to  proclaim  it  and  to  bear  testimony^ 
against  the  evil ;  and  cited  him  to  the  holy  prophets  and 
Christ  himself,  and  his  apostles,  who  testified  with  no  k 
plainness  of  speech,  against  the  iniquities  of  men,  than 
the  early  Friends;  hence,  I  said  I  see  no  more  reason  foi 
accusing  the  early  Friends  with  bitterness  in  controversy  ihs 
wc  have  to  charge  the  lioly  men  of  old  with  the  same  thing. 

On  Fifth  day  morning  the  13th,  we  went  to  Manch< 
and  sat  their  week-day  meeting,  in  which  I  had  no  openii 
in  the  ministry,  but  was  induced  to  believe  that  there  w< 
some  present  who  were  endeavoring  to  worship  the  Fat 
in  spirit  and  in  truth.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  niai 
Friends  of  the  foremost  rank  gathered  around  us,  and  shi 
hands  very  cordially,  some  of  them  inviting  us  to  their  hoi 
We  went  home  with  our  dear  friend  Hannah  Harrison, 
widow  of  the  late  honest  and  faithful  John  Harrison,  who  sop^ 
ported  the  cause  of  Truth,  regardless  of  consequences, 
is  grand-daughter  of  the  Jane  Crosfield,  at  whose  house  Joll 
Woolman  speaks  of  resting  a  few  days.  She  is  an  hoot 
agreeable  woman,  and  a  true  Friend, 
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A  number  of  the  Friends  atlnded  to  came  and  spent  the 
evening  with  us  at  H.  H.'s,  with  whom  we  had  much  agree- 
able conversation ;  and  they  desired  to  know  what  ray  jgjeueral 
or  particular  prospects  were.  I  told  them,  as  to  particulars,  I 
could  not  tell  how  I  might  be  led,  but  my  general  prospects 
were  not  to  be  stirring  up  strife,  but  to  attend  Friends'  Meet- 
ingSj  and  if  way  opened  for  it,  to  labor  therein,  as  I  might  be 
led  ;  with  which  they  seemed  satisfied.  I  also  told  them 
tliat  no  small  object  in  view  was  to  visit  the  seed,  and  to 
strengthen  the  things  that  are  ready  to  die. 

Sixth  day,  the  14th,  Elizabeth  Midgely,  a  ministering 
Friend  of  Rochdale,  called  to  see  us  ;  she  appears  to  be  of  the 
primitive  stamp,  and  expressed  a  desire  that  the  peace  of 
God  might  abide  and  remain  with  me*  I  saw  her  father  and 
grandfather,  both  living  when  I  was  in  England  before,  but 
DOW  both  deceased — her  father  quite  recently.  Last  evening 
a  young  man  from  Leeds,  by  the  name  of  Daniel  Piekard, 
called  to  see  us,  who  said  that  when  he  heard  of  my  coming 
again  to  England,  it  warmed  his  heart  within  him — -and  ex- 
pressed a  strong  desire  for  us  to  come  to  Leeds. 

Our  dear  friend  Lydia  A.  Barclay  came  here  on  sixth  day, 
greatly  to  our  comfort.  I  became  acquainted  with  her  twenty- 
one  years  ago,  and  upwards,  and  have  corresponded  with  her 
frequently  since,  but  had  not  expected  ever  to  see  her  face 
again  in  mutability,  untO  since  this  prospect  opened  in  my 
mind,  which  made  the  meeting  more  interesting,  she  being 
faithful  to  the  ancient  doctrines  of  Friends. 

We  stayed  here  and  attended  their  two  meetings  on  first 
day,  in  which  I  had  nothing  given  me  to  communicate,  but 
she  had  a  short,  lively  testimony  in  the  afternoon.  I  was 
abundantly  satisfied  in  the  will  of  my  divine  Master^  that 
silence  should  be  my  lot,  and  am  convinced  that  it  did  more 
for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  Truth,  under  the  present 
circumstances  in  this  place,  than  could  have  been  effected  by 
any,  communication  by  me,  at  this  time.  Many  Friends 
were  very  affectionate  and  loving,  and  we  were  invited  to  a 
Friend's  house  to  tea,  where  were  assembled  about  twenty 
Friends,  by  whom  much  unity  with  me  was  freely  expressed, 
and  felt  to  prevail,  as  well  as  much  sympathy  on  account  of 
the  great  sufferings  and  afflictions  which  had  fallen  to  my  lot. 


514 


JOURNAL  OF  JOHN  WTLBUB, 


J,  B ,  a  minister,  and  the  only  one  here,  was  one  of  the  com- 
pany. Wc  were  in  company,  while  here,  with  a  considerable 
number  of  Friends  who  seem  resolved  to  hold  fast  to  sound 
doctrines ;  and  to  have  a  hope  that  the  current  of  unsound 
doctrine  is  rather  on  the  ebb  in  this  land. 

On  second  day  morning  we  parted  with  dear  L.  A.  Bar- 
clay and  H.  Harrison,  and  took  the  cars  for  Birtninghaoi, 
ninety  miles  ;  and  a  more  peaceful  and  joyful  day  I  think  I 
never  had  than  this — the  fruit  of  obedience  to  the  Divine 
mind  and  wiU  at  Manchester^  My  heart  was  indeed  full  of 
praise  and  thanksgiving  to  the  name  of  Him  who  had  thus 
marvellously  kept  and  directed  me,  and  turned  my  great  afJlic- 
tions  and  anguish  of  spirit,  into  joy  unspeakable;  and  the 
glory  was  ascribed  to  everlasting  Goodness. 

At  Birminghamj  we  were  kindly  and  affectionately  enter- 
tained by  Samuel  King  and  family,  where  also  came  in  his 
brother  William,  Eliza  Brady,  and  Henry  Kenway ;  the  latter, 
on  parting,  expressed  a  hope  that  I  might  be  favored  to  fulfil 
the  purpose  of  coming  over  on  this  visit. 

On  third  day,  i8th,  we  went  to  London,  by  railway,  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  miles,  and  put  up  at  a  boarding-house, 
kept  for  Friends,  by  William  Hughes, 

Fourth  day,  Robert  Forster  and  Samuel  Cash,  members  of 
a  committee  of  their  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  appointed  in 
anticipation  of  our  coming,  called  to  see  me,  ostensibly  for 
the  purpose  of  dissuading  me  from  the  pursuit  of  my  concern ; 
they  referred  to  my  standing  as  a  disowned  member,  and  sep- 
arated from  the  body  with  which  they  correspond  in  New 
England,  and  are  in  unity,  adding,  that  if  I  attempted  to 
speak  in  any  meeting,  the  audience  w^ould  be  informed,  at 
the  close,  that  I  was  not  a  member  of  the  Society.  1  told 
them  that  according  to  both  their  discipline  and  ours,  if  a 
person  was  dealt  with  and  disowned,  contrary  to  discipline, 
hisj  right  of  membership  was  not  annulled  or  prejudiced 
thereby ;  and  that  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting  had  clearly 
shown  that  my  disownment  was  palpably  at  variance  with 
our  discipline.  R.  F.  said  that  all  Yearly  Meetings  were 
independent  bodies,  and  consequently,  they  had  nothing 
to  do  with  New  England  Yearly  Meeting,  whether  right  or 
wrong. 
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I  replied,  that  we  would  suppose  some  one  of  the  Yearly 
Meetings  had  departed  entirely  from  our  doctrines,  and  wholly 
disregarded  our  discipline,  whether  London  Yearly  Meeting 
would  hold  itself  bound  to  sustain  the  unity,  and  continue 
the  correspondence  ?  On  attempting  to  reply  to  thia  ques- 
tion, he  found  so  much  difficulty  that  he  speedily  turned  from 
it*  But  I  asked  hira  how  they  knew  which  was  the  genuine 
Yearly  Meeting  of  New  England,  seeing  they  did  not  go  into 
an  official  examination  of  the  case  ?  He  said  they  knew  by 
the  names  of  the  correspondents.  He  was  then  asked,  that 
seeing  there  was  great  dissension  in  New  England  at  the 
time,  how  he  knew  those  correspondents  were  on  the  side  of 
Truth  ?  To  this,  there  was  no  less  difficulty  in  answering 
than  before.  But  he  said  that  no  Yearly  Meeting  had  any  right 
to  inquire  into  the  proceedings  of  another;  in  reply  to  which, 
he  was  reminded  that  both  bodies  in  New  England  appealed  to 
London  for  the  decision  of  the  controversy^  and  both  offered 
their  arguments  to  prove  the  legitimacy  of  their  claim  to  be 
New  England  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends,  it  being  agreed 
that  there  could  be  but  one.  And  inasmuch  as  both  parties 
submitted  the  decision  of  the  case  to  London  Yearly  Meet- 
ing, that  Meeting  had  a  plain,  full,  and  just  right,  and  it 
became  their  duty  to  investigate  the  case,  and  then  judge^ 
whereas  they  had  refused  to  make  such  investigation,  and 
had  come  to  a  decision  without  it. 

Here,  again  the  difficulty  of  answering  occurred.  But,  to 
refer  to  the  forepart  of  the  conference  again,  they  asked  what 
my  prospect  of  service  was,  I  told  them,  to  visit  the  Meet- 
ings of  Friends,  and  to  appoint  some  among  other  people  ; 
not  with  any  view  to  stir  up  strife,  but,  if  required  by  my 
divine  Master,  to  preach  the  doctrines  of  true  Christianity; 
which  I  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  were  fully  believed  and 
practised  by  our  first  Friends^  and  deraonstated  by  their  writ- 
ings to  be  the  doctrines  of  true  Christianity,  as  set  forth  in  the 
New  Testament 

And  reference  was  made  to  the  modern  doctrines  sent 
abroad  by  one  of  their  number,  which  had  been  the  principal 
cause  of  dissension  and  disunity  in  America. 

They  attempted  to  excuse  the  Society  fi*ora  responsibility 
on  this  ground,  by  saying  that  it  was  the  business  of  the 


TNTERMEW  WITH  THE  C0M5IITTEE  AT  LARGE. 


Peter  Bedford,  Thomas  Norton,  Samuel  Fox,  and  Thomas 
Chalk,  seven  of  whom  were  present. 

R.  Forster  opened  the  case  by  saying  that  on  fourth  day 
he  and  Samuel  Cash  had  informed  John  Wilbur  tliat  the  com- 
mittee were  unwUling  that  he  should  attend  the  meetings  of 
Friends  in  this  country,  and  that  if  he  attempted  to  speak  in 
them,  the  meeting  at  the  close  would  be  informed  that  he  was 
not  a  member  of  the  Society,  which  conclusion  was  approved 
by  several  of  the  committee.  I  informed  them  that  myself 
and  companion  came  there  by  the  request  of  two  of  their 
number  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  them  on  the  sub- 
ject introduced  to  us  on  fourth  day,  and  supposed  that,  as  they 
did  not  admit  that  we  were  members  of  the  Society,  they 
would  not  claim  to  have  any  jurisdiction  over  us;  and  sub- 
joined, that  in  this  conference  we  would  answer  all  reasonable 
questions  that  they  should  see  fit  to  propound ;  and  hoped 
that  in  the  same  freedom  they  would  give  us  such  reasonable 
information  as  we  might  desire,  to  which,  I  think  they  made 
no  reply.  They  said  a  good  deal  of  the  sympathy  they  felt 
for  us,  nevertheless  that  they  could  not  do  otherwise  than  re- 
ject me  as  a  minister,  inasmuch  as  I  had  been  separated  from 
the  body  in  New  England,  which  London  Yearly  Meeting  had 
decided  was  the  true  body  of  Friends  there ;  but  it  was  sug- 
gested by  us  that  the  decision  of  that  meeting  (London)  was 
liable  to  be  incorrect,  seeing  it  was  done  at  once  without  an 
investigation  of  both  accounts  sent  firom  the  two  bodies;  to 
which  they  replied,  that  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  that 
matter.  We  told  them  that  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting 
having  instituted  a  careful  and  impartial  inquiry,  decided  that 
the  larger  body  had  in  many  instances,  in  their  proceedings, 
violated  the  discipline,  and  their  acts  had  been  oppressive, 
and  subversive  of  the  rights  of  individuals  &c. — to  which 
little  or  no  reply  was  made.  Subsequently,  I  told  them  that 
if  they  carried  out  the  conclusion  come  to  of  publicly  saying 
in  the  meetings,  that  I  was  not  a  member  of  the  Society,  we 
should  be  under  the  necessity  of  explaining,  in  some  way  or 
other  to  Friends  in  this  country,  the  whole  affair  of  my  pre- 
tended disownment;  and  that  I  felt  it  right  at  the  present 
time,  if  Friends  would  be  patient  to  hear  me,  to  go  into  a 
brief  defence  of  my  case ;  and  although  some  expression  of 
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believing  them  to  have  been  satisfactorily  proved  to  be  pure 
Christianity,  by  the  early  writers  in  the  Society,  and  practical 
in  their  working  and  operation  on  the  mind  of  man;  and 
that  when  lived  up  to,  they  wiH  lead,  and  did  lead  our  fore- 
fathers, as  their  memorials  abundantly  show,  to  a  triumphant 
conclusion  and  translation  to  a  glorious  immortality ;  and  I 
expressed  a  fervent  desire  that  Friends  everywhere,  might  ad- 
here to  these  dignified  Christian  doctrines.  But  inasmuch  as 
the  larger  body  in  New  England  hold  that  the  modern  views, 
added  to  the  ancient,  are  an  improvement,  and  make  out  a 
more  perfect  system,  and  as  these  new  views  came  from  this 
§ide  the  water,  I  would  desire  Friends  here,  if  they  have  in- 
deed found  an  improvement  upon  the  doctrines  and  testimo- 
nies of  Friends,  {being  so  competent  to  set  it  forth,)  that  they 
v^roukl  furnish  us  therewith,  that  we  might  carry  it  over  to  our 
people  in  America;  and  said  to  them  that  it  was  a  satisfac- 
tion to  me  to  have  the  opportunity  thus  t^^  explain  my  own 
standing  in  America,  and  the  concern  which  I  felt  for  the 
safety  and  prosperity  of  all  those  under  our  name,  and  could 
have  desired  that  a  greater  number  of  Friends  might  have 
been  present 

[The  foregoing  is  a  summary  of  the  conversation,  which 
occurred,  as  near  as  could  be  remembered,  and  is  substantially 
correct,] 

On  seventh  day  we  went  to  Lewes,  and  from  thence  to 
oiu  friend  John  Rickman^s,  at  Wellingham.  He  and  his  wife 
and  family  were  truly  kind  to  us.  His  duughters  Rachel, 
Priscilla,  and  Matilda  are  valuable  Friends,  the  two  former 
acccptuble  ministers.  We  attended  both  tlieir  meetings  the 
next  day,  the  first  a  pretty  open  time  j  and  we  lodged  with 
this  dear  family  until  fourth  day,  wfien  we  attended  their 
week-day  meeting,  in  which  I  was  raised  up  in  testimony  in 
a  comfortable  and  relieving  manner.  At  this  place  was  the 
first  of  my  opening  my  mouth  in  the  ministry  since  landing 
in  England,  that  is,  in  a  meeting  for  worship. 

On  fourth  day,  the  *26th,  went  to  Brighton,  where  we  lodged 
at  Daniel  P.  Hack's,  and  next  day  attended  their  meeting, 
where  Grover  Kemp  placed  us  on  a  low  side  seat,  but  where 
I  had  a  short  lively  testimony,  citing  the  people  to  Christ,  our 
Saviour — to  be  ad  he-red  to  in   preference  to  man.      At  the 
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close,  a  man  named  Charles  Tyler  said  to  the  meeting,  that 

"this  man  who  has  spoken  so  much  to  us,  is  not  certificated^ 
nor  a  member  of  the  Society,*^  to  which  I  replied  that  I  sup- 
posed Friends  did  not  understand  the  case,  and  if  desired,  it 
would  be  explained  after  meeting.  But  they  were  very  shy 
of  us,  scarcely  one  offering  a  hand,  and  none  inviting  us  to* 
their  houses. 

After  meeting  we  had  much  conversation  with  D.  P,  and 
E.  Hack,  and  found  them,  contrary  to  our  expectation,  decid- 
edly for  the  new  doctrines.  He  said  that  I  ought  to  have 
submitted  to  my  disownraent,  and  continued  to  meet  with 
those  who  had  disowjied  me ;  and  now  thought  it  wrong  for 
me  to  proceed  any  further  in  this  way,  but  that  I  ought  to  re* 
turn  directly  to  America.  I  heard  him  patiently,  supposing 
it  was  something  he  had  in  charge  from  those  whom  we  had 
^en  in  London.  When  he  had  done,  I  stated  the  case  to 
him,  substantially  as  I  had  stated  it  to  those  in  London  ;  upon 
which  they  seemed  to  grow  pensive,  or  otherwise  were  con- 
founded, and  knew  not  what  to  say  ;  but,  to  do  them  justice, 
they  treated  us  very  kindly.  At  parting  he  expressed  a  great 
desire  that  they  with  me  might  be  favored  to  meet  in  Para- 
dise— that  we  might  do  nothing  that  might  deprive  us  of  sach, 
happhiess ;  to  which  I  replied  that  I  could  freely  subscribe  to 
this. 

Not  having  fully  relieved  my  mind  whilst  with  these  friends, 
I  wrote  them  from  Dorking  as  follows : — 


Dorking,  lOtli  mo.,  30th,  18&8. 


WY    DEAR   rniENDS   I»AXIKL  P.    AND  EU2A  HACK.* 


We  hardly  feel  satisfied  to  get  entirely  away  from  your  quarter 
without  acknowledging  on  paper  your  almost  unexampled  kindness  and 
atterUion  in  sustaining  us  and  nifiking  us  comfortable  so  long  hi  the 
good  things  which  this  world  affords ;  and  also  to  recipro<:at.e  the  kind 
concern  whi«h  D,  manifested  on  our  parting  for  ray  well  being.  Noth- 
ing more  could  he  have  desired  or  asked  for  the  dearest  friend  he  has 
hi  this  world;  and  I  ihooght  it  most  probable  that  it  might  be  oa 
account  of  bis  aj>prehension  of  the  danger  that  I  am  in  oi'  missing  diu 
gi-iittt  entl  of  our  existence^-the  attainmeut  of  life  eternal.  Aad  if  iO 
it  made  his  remarks  the  more  kind  and  intcreiSting.  But,  under  what- 
ever apprehension  they  were  made,  I  can  again  respond  thereto  and 
thank  him  for  his  good  will  ixnd  good  desires  for  my  everlasting  hap- 
piness.    And  tfuiy  my  de:ir  friends  I  do  also  feel  concerned  for  youj 
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and  for  all  like  you  who  are  "  to  give  account"  for  the  faithful  porforra- 
ftncc  of  tbeir  siewardship,  as  watchmeu  at  their  posts  upon  thti  walb 
iof  our  Zion — to  blow  thfi  trumpet,  giving  it  a  certain  sound,  not  giving 
the  token  for  jit'ure  when  an  en  Liny  is  approaching,  or  even  within 
ihu  eurap.  Oh !  if  the  sentinels  should  through  an  apprt'licnsion  of 
great  safety  fall  into  a  slumber,  then  will  our  old  watchful  foe  per- 
ceive it,  and  wilt  not  fail  to  take  iid vantage  of  it,  as  he  i»  at  this  day 
working  raost  iuf^idiously  in  the  dark*  yet  crying  peace  1  peace  I  even 
in  the  ihiy  of  imminent  danger  to  the  Lord's  people.  I  perceive  that  you 
luive  not  mut^h  if  any  eoncern  about  the  modern  doctrines  abroad  in  the 
Society,  although  adverse  and  contradietory  to  the  dignified  and  funda- 
mental doctrines  of  Friend:*,  which  latter  Ivave  been  proved  most  fully 
and  most  clearly,  not  only  by  many  early  writers  but  by  ihoiie  of  later 
lime  lo  be  in  pei"fect  accordance  with  the  doctrines  of  our  blessed  Lord 
and  his  aporitles,  in  which  a  true  and  living  faith  is  essential,  in  order 
for  a  correct  walking  m  tliat  lioly  way  which  leiid.^  to  eternal  hfe. 
That  eminent  apostle  Paul  ^aw  the  necessity  of  guarding  against  every 
appearance  of  evil^  well  knowing  the  tendency  of  the  unrighteous 
leaven  (though  never  so  little)  to  increase  and  leaven  the  whole  lump. 
Tlii^s  understanding  of  the  apostle  undoubtedly  led  him  to  protest  most 
decidedly  against  the  introductiou  of  uusound  doctrines  into  the  church. 
'*  If  any  man  or  an  angel  from  heaven  bring  in  any  other  doctrine  than 
that  ye  have  heard  of  us,  let  him  be  accursed ;  and  the  apostle  John 
writes  to  the  same  purpose.  And  I  was  surprised  to  find  you  with  those 
teatimoniea  before  you  so  iudilTerent  as  to  the  dangers  which  are  conse- 
quent upon  such  inti"oduction  of  error— such  contradiction  of  fundamen- 
tal doctrines  as  have  been  brought  in.  Or  can  it  be  that  your  apparent 
indifference  h  owing  to  yonr  having  adopted  the  new  doctrines  believing 
them  to  accord  with  the  doctrines  ot  Friends?  Inasmuch  then  as 
either  indifference  or  deception  and  false  views  must  endanger  the 
well-being  of  those  who  have  known  the  Truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  I  do 
feel  concerned  for  you  who  1  am  persuaded  have  h(Md  clearer  viewa ; 
yea,  too  clear  a  vision  to  be  misled  by  the  devices  of  men,  principalities 
or  power.^.  And  I  do  desii'e,  my  dear  friends,  that  you  wouM  go 
diructly  to  tlie  blessed  Marster  who  hath  the  light  of  hfe,  which  if  you 
do  unreservedly,  I  hope  and  trust  he  will  give  you  to  see  the  snare 
which  the  enemy  lays  for  our  feet. 

It  was  for  my  loyalty  to  the  true  doctrines  of  the  gospel  as  professed 
and  demonstrated  by  Friends,  and  to  the  discipline  and  testimonies  of 
our  religious  Society,  that  I  was  reprehended  by  false  brethren  in  New 
England,  who  indicted  the  most  cruel  punishment  in  their  power  upon  me, 
and  even  separated  nie  from  their  community  because  I  testified  against 
Ihode  false  doctrines;  tlius  furnishing  clear  and  undeniable  e\'idence 
44  • 
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that  ibey  themselves  had  received  anJ  believed  m  them.  And  as  it  is 
uni-easonable  to  suppose  that  any  body  of  professing  Christians  woald 
excommunicate  a  member  for  denying  a  doctrine  which  lhem»ulves  do 
not  believe,  (it  being  a  contradiction  in  terms,  and  a  tiling  which  the 
best  or  worst  never  do.)  we  then  have  it  clearly  demonstrated  that  the 
*' larger  body"  in  New  England  hold  to  tlic  doctrines  whieli  they  iwjr- 
aecutetl  me  for  refusing,  and  of  course  ai'e  not  Friends.  And  would  it 
be  marveUotis  if  the  Head  of  the  church  should  yet  raise  up  and  anoint 
ijouie  who  belong  to  no  society  to  go  into  your  meelingr*  in  England, 
and  preach  Christ  just  as  George  Fox  preached?  agreeably  to  scripture 
testimony  **  Aliens  shall  be  your  ploughmen,  and  atrangers  shall  stand 
and  feed  the  flocks,"  Greatly  desiring  your  present  and  everlasting 
good  I  subscribe  myself  your  real  and  much  interested  friend. 

Joiix  Wilbur. 


On  seventh  day,  the  29th  of  10th  month,  we  came  to  John 

Cheal's,  near  Ifield,  and  lodged,  and  next  day  he  and  wife 
took  us  to  Capel  Meeting,  where  we  met  with  a  little  nnmber 
of  dear  sound  Friends ;  and  although  I  went  there  in  the 
greatest  degree  of  poverty  and  weakness,  yet  on  sitting  down 
at  the  Master^s  bidding  the  water  became  wine,  and  out  of 
weakness  there  came  forth  strength,  and  a  memorable  time  we 
had  together.  Much  encouragement  was  offered  to  this  little 
number,  on  condition  of  their  faithful  devotion  to  their  divine 
Master  and  to  his  cause ;  and  in  the  course  of  this  service,  a 
prophetic  view  of  things  to  come  was  opened,  and  a  belief 
was  expressed  that  the  Lord  was  on  his  way  to  get  him  honor, 
and  that  he  would  overturn,  overturn,  overturn,  until  his  own 
work  shall  be  accomplished. 

After  this  meeting  we  dined  at  John  Dale's,  and  he  took  ua 
to  Dorking,  where  we  attended  theii  afternoon  meeting,  in 
which  my  mouth  was  opened  on  the  remarkable  analogy  be- 
tween the  light  of  the  sun  in  the  firmament,  the  outward 
light,  and  the  light  of  Christ ;  of  Him  who  said,  *^  I  am  the 
light  of  the  world,  he  that  followeth  me  shall  not  walk  in 
darkness,  but  shall  have  the  light  of  life  " — a  spiritual  and  in- 
ward light.  As  the  material  sun  is  the  light  and  life  of  the 
outward  man,  and  the  outward  world,  so  the  Sun  of  Bigbt- 
eousness  is  the  light  and  life  of  the  inner  man.  And  aa  a 
future  life  is  of  eternal  duration,  and  this  but  short,  that  which 
would  fit  us  for  the  former,  must  be  of  infinitely  more  impor- 
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tance  than  tiny  thing  which  contributes  to  the  support  of  the 
latter.  The  furlorn  condition  of  man  if  he  were  totally  de- 
prived of  the  material  sun,  which  enlightens  and  warms  the 
whole  earth,  was  set  forthj  and  compared  to  that  of  an  exclu- 
sion, through  unbelief,  from  the  shining  of  the  Sun  of  Right- 
eousness, so  essentia]  to  the  life  of  the  inner  man,  and  to  hia 
growth  and  fruitfnlness  in  the  Lord's  heritage.  And  consid- 
erable was  also  said  of  the  great  necessity  of  a  change  of 
heart,  and  of  the  breath  of  divine  life  being  breathed  into  the 
soul,  to  the  elTecting  of  our  salvation.  We  were  not  inter- 
rupted in  this  meeting,  though  by  far  the  greater  part  ap- 
peared to  embrace  the  new  doctrines. 

We  stayed  here  at  George  Hayman's  until  third  day,  the 
2d  of  11th  mo.,  when  we  left  Dorking,  and  went  to  Croydon, 
and  i)ut  up  at  a  public  house.  In  the  evening,  called  on  Peter 
Bedford,  who  professed  much  kind  feeling,  but  was  very  rife 
in  his  accusations,  and  discovered  underneath,  much  bitterness 
of  spirit,  savoring  too  much  of  his,  who  was  called  the  accuser 
of  the  brethren.  He  aliirmed  that  I  told  hiro,  when  I  was  at 
his  house  in  1B32,  that  there  would  be  a  division  in  the  Society 
in  England,  and  that  Charles  Osborne  would  bring  it  about. 
On  my  firmly  and  confidently  denying  the  charge,  he  gave  it 
up.  But  one  thing  we  gained  by  gohig  to  see  him,  we  brought 
him  to  confess  the  truth,  as  to  his  faith.  He  and  Thomas 
Norton  both  acknowledged  their  fuU  belief  in  the  doctrines 
of  J,  J.  Gurncy,  neither  of  them  having  any  eara  to  liear  any- 
thing to  the  contrary. 

Next  day  we  attended  meeting  at  Croydon,  and  therein  re- 
ferred to  Christ^s  exhortation  to  one  of  the  churches,  namely, 
"  Hold  fast  that  which  thou  hast,"  referring  to  the  circum- 
stance that  there  had  been  a  direct  intercourse  between  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  through  the  days  of  the  Patriarchs  and 
the  Prophets ;  that  God  had  continued  to  reveal  himself  through 
Jesus  Christ,  immediately  to  his  creature  man,  but  that  the 
professing  Christian  church  had  become  enveloped  in  dark- 
ness J  and  since  that  time,  by  reason  of  the  unfitness  of  its 
t professors,  the  testimony  of  Jesus,  wiiich  is  revelatiouj  had 
been  much  withheld  therefrom  until  our  early  Friends  were 
prepared  to  receive  it,  and  to  walk  faithfully  by  its  guidance, 
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church  was  again  restored  ;  and  how  exceedingly  essential  is 
it  for  her  that  '^she  hold  fast  that  which  she  hath."  And  the 
Saviour*3  invitation  on  a  certain  occasion,  was  brought  to 
view,  '*  If  any  man  thirst,  let  him  come  unto  me  and  drint 
He  that  belie  vet  h  in  me,  out  of  his  heart  shall  flow  rivers  of 
living  water;  and  this  spaive  he  of  the  Spirit,  which  they 
that  believe  in  him  shall  receive,"  for  no  man  can  impart 
it,  unless  he  receive  it.  And  the  glory  of  this  digtiiiied 
ciple  was  further  illustrated  by  our  Saviour's  doctrine 
cerning  himself;  '*  I  am  the  true  shepherd;  the  true  shep 
putteth  forth  his  own  sheep,  and  goeth  before  them,  and 
hear  his  voice,  but  the  voice  of  a  stranger  they  will  not  fol 

We  became  acquainted,  whilst  here,  with  a  number  of  hoa' 
est-hearted  Friends.  The  measures  resorted  to,  to  destroy  oar 
influence,  and  to  prevent  our  service  for  the  Truths  produced 
no  small  sensation  among  the  people,  and  tended  to  bind  tie 
honest  ones  more  closely  together,  and  cause  thera   the 

fully  to  sympathize  with  us.    P^ B did  what  he  coi 

at  the  close  of  the  meeting,  to  reproach  me,  and  thereby 
destroy  the  effect  of  my  testimony,  without  any  reference 
what  I  had  delivered  in  the  meeting.  We  had  seve 
precious  opportunities  with  the  faithful  Friends  here,  to  their 
great  comfort  and  strengthening,  and  to  oiir  satisfaction.  At 
these  times  we  also  had  the  company  of  several  dear  Frientij 
from  Dorking  and  Capel,  where  we  had  been. 

On  lifth  day,  the  3d,  went  to  London  again  and  put  up 
at  Wm.  Hughes's  as  before.  On  sixth  day,  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings  again  met,  and  took  up  the  subject  of  our  continu* 
ing  to  attend  their  meetings,  and  enlisting  the  sympathy  and 
kind  feelings  of  so  many  Friends.  At  this  time,  it  seems  ihey 
undertook  to  lay  a  greater  restraint  upon  Friends  receiving 
us,  and  formed  a  minute  of  their  advice  to  all  their  member? 
tlurough  the  nation ;  and  Robert  Forster  and  Samuel  Ca«b 
were  appointed  to  see  us  again,  and  read  to  us  their  procei?d* 
ings.  On  their  doing  so,  I  requested  a  copy,  which  the 
promised  to  furnish.  We  had  much  free  talk  \vith  them, a 
drew  them  out  to  a  full  confession  of  their  imity  with  J. 
Giurney  and  his  doctrines ;  and  they  hesitated  not  to  defcud 
some  of  the  most  absurd  of  them,  which  I  quoted,  but  p: 
soon,  Robert  desired  that  I  would  quote  no  more ! 
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The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Miimte  referred  to  :■ — 

At  R  Moetlog  for  Suffsrings,  held  4th  of  11th  mo.,  185S. 

TJii8  raeetiiig  tltinks  it  proper  to  remind  Friends  in  the  different 
partd  of  the  nulion,  that  in  tlie  year  1829,  a  minute  was  adopted  by 
our  Yearly  Meeting,  to  the  effect  that  no  individual  corning  from 
America  wa^  to  he  at  liberty  to  travel  amongst  us  in  the  work  of  the 
ministry,  iinlil  his  certificates  bad  been  authenticated  by  this  meeting* 

Information  13  received  by  tliia  meeting  that  John  Wilbur,  formerly 
a  member  and  a  minister  in  New  England  Yearly  Meeting,  is  arrived 
in  thid  country  and  has  been  visiting  some  meetings  of  Frieads  in  tlie 
professed  character  of  a  minister.  No  certificates  on  his  behali'  have 
been  [jresented  to  this  meeting,  and  through  a  oommuniciilinn  received 
from  llie  Meeting  for  Sufferings  in  New  Englaiub  this  meeting  is  oflii- 
cially  inlbrmed,  that  John  Wilbur  is  not  a  member  of  our  religious 
Society. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  ia  accordance  with  the  minute  of 
the  Yearly  Meeting*  by  which  this  meeting  is  intrusted  with  a  general 
care  of  whatever  may  arise  during  the  intervals  of  that  meeting  affect- 
ing our  religious  Society  and  requiring  immediate  attention,  this  meet- 
ing feeh  it  to  lie  its  duty  to  put  Friends  on  tlieir  guard,  against  doing 
or  alluwing  any  act  not  in  accordance  witb  the  true  Christian  order 
of  our  religious  Society,  or  with  the  decision  of  our  own  Yearly  Meet- 
ing in  the  year  1846,  when  it  recorded  its  conclusion  not  to  receive  a 
communication  from  tlie  hotly  which  had  seceded  from  New  England 
Y'^eiirly  Meeting,  and  with  which  liody  John  Wilbur  is  now  connected. 

This  meeting  trusts  that  Friend-?  everywhere,  acting  in  the  meekness 
of  wisdom,  yet  in  the  firmness  and  consistency  of  Christiiiii  principle 
and  in  accordance  with  gospel  order,  will  carefully  refrain  from  ad- 
milting  .lohn  Wilbur  into  our  Jleetings  for  Disci  [dine,  or  accepting 
him  either  in  our  meetings  for  worship,  or  in  our  families  in  the  char- 
fiCtcr  of  a  minister^ 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  meeting, 

Robert  Forster,  Clerk. 


On  first  day,  6th,  we  went  to  Devonshire  House  Meeting, 
where  an  openness  to  receive  us  was  seen  and  felt,  and  much 
openness  to  declare  tlie  Truth  among  them,  was  witnessed. 
The  subjects  of  prayer,  of  sincerity — a  prominent  characteristic 
of  Christianity — and  of  doitig  the  divine  will  on  earth,  as  it 
is  done  in  heaven,  were  opened  and  enlarged  upon»  and  it 
'Was  shown  that  the  primary  Christian  intention,  as  also  that 
of  our  early  Friendsj  was  to  establish  a  church  below,  pure 
and  holy,  resembling  the  church  in  heaven* 


526 


JOUBNAL  OF  JOHN   VVILBUB, 


After  meeting,  a  great  number  of  Friends    of  both  = 
gathered  round  us,  with  smiling  countenances,  giving  us  i.tj 
hands  in  a  mantier  which  gave  testimony  of  their  unity  of 
feeling. 

In  the  afternoon,  attended  Westminster  Meeting,  throaj 
out  which  great  darkness,  as  a  thick  covering,  was  over 
A  formal,  lifeless   prayer  was  made ;  but  it  did  seem  to 
that  there  was  no  help  for  them,  as  a  body ;  therefore  I 
not  allowed  to  speak  to  them. 

Second  and  thurd  days  I  was  much  unwell,  but  went  u 
far  as  I'oltenham  on  the  latter  day,  where  we  took  lodgings 
at  a  tavern.  On  fifth  day,  the  10th,  went  to  their  meeting 
here,  and  was  led  to  recur  to  the  efforts  which  the  eneraj  hail 
always  made  to  frustrate  the  Lord's  good  purpose,  in  causii 
an  advancement  unto  righteousness  among  men,  and  in 
eri ng  to  himself  a  people  who  should  serve  him,  and  do  honcr 
to  his  holy  name  ;  referring  to  the  Israeli tish  church,  formd 
in  Moses*  time,  and  to  the  Christian  church,  established  hj 
our  Lord  and  his  apostles,  and  how  Satan  did  bestir  him-nf, 
and  how  lamentably  successful  he  was,  in  causing  the  Ltli^ 
people  to  depart  from  his  law,  and  from  his  covenant  and  in 
bringing  them  under  the  power  of  darkness.  And  that,  since 
primitive  Christianity  was  revived  by  our  first  Friends,  hia  el* 
forts  had  not  been  wanting,  to  seek  for  the  destroying  of  the 
doctrines  and  testimonies  of  the  Truth,  as  held  by  them-  I 
exhorted  Friends  to  be  aware  of  his  designs  herein,  and  vtas 
much  enlarged  in  testimony. 

At  the  approach  of  the  Meeting  for  business,  (for  it  u'as 
theur  Monthly  Meeting,)  one  Paul  Be  van  said,  **  the  person 
present  who  had  intruded  himself  upon  the  meeting,  was  not 
a  member  of  our  Society."  Dr.  Edward  May,  a  minister, 
said,  "  he  did  not  think  that  which  had  been  offered  in  that 
meeting  was  any  intrusion,"  and  a  Friend  who  sat  back  saidi 
"  he  agreed  with  E.  M.  that  there  had  been  no  intrusion; 
that  he  had  good  unity  with  what  had  been  said."  Aa  I 
up  to  leave  the  house,  I  said  that  if  the  Friends  of  that  meetr 
ing  did  not  agree  with  me  in  principle,  all  I  could  say  WM» 
that  I  was  sorry  for  it.  Two  Friends  followed  us  out,  an4^ 
said  to  us,  that  there  were  many  in  that  meeting,  who 
united  with  us  in  sentiment,  and  both  invited  us  to 
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houses,  with  one  of  whonij  Wm.  Edmonds,  we  dined,  and 
took  tea  with  Dn  May,  at  the  request  of  himself  and  wife — 
found  them  apparently  sound,  but  afraid  of  a  separation. 
This  fear  has  been  so  industriously  and  universally  instilled 
into  the  minds  of  Friends  in  this  country,  that  if  ever  the  hon- 
est ones  are  delivered,  it  must  most  likely  be  in  some  other 
way; — a  way  perhaps  not  altogether  hidden  from  those  whose 
^eyes  have  been  anointed  to  see  clearly.  The  younger  class 
of  the  Society  seem  rapidly  leaving  it,  so  that  very  few  of  the 
families,  even  of  the  leading  men,  are  now  left  in  the  Society ; 
and  no  marvel,  for  they  have  opened  a  wide  door  for  it;  and 
themselves  arc  going  off  the  stage  of  action,  so  that,  by  and 
by,  there  may  be  none  left  to  oppress  the  honest-hearted. 

The  following  letter  from  Lydia  A.  Barclay,  to  his  daugh- 
ter at  home,  gives  some  further  account  of  lus  trials  and 
services  at  this  time  : — 


Aberdeen,  lOth  of  Jlth  tna..  1863. 


MY  nKAR  rmzxD, 


»**»«*•  "pijy  ^i^jjj.  fiitijer  15  jti  the  Lord's  holy 
keeping  I  cannot  doubt,  and  shall  not  ha  forsaken  or  made  desolate, 
but  sliaH  be  as  the  apple  of  I  lie  eye  kept  from  hurt ;  and  I  have  often  in 
regard  to  luiii  remembered  that  exi)re5^ion,  "Touch  not  mine  anointed, 
and  do  my  prophets  no  Imrm,"  I  had  been  very  anxious  about 
him,  and  it  was  an  unBpeakable  relief  to  me  to  liear  he  was  favored 
to  land  ia  safety  ;  and  on  the  14th  of  last  month  I  went  to  meet  hira  id 
Maneliestcr,  and  waa  sorry  to  find  I  had  by  mistake  oF  post  mi:*sed 
hira  a  whole  day,  not  knowing  he  was  there.  We  met  at  tbe  houi^e  of 
the  widow  of  my  nearly  united  frieadj  John  Harrison,  a  true  valirint 
in  the  Lamb's  army,  not  a  mere  fireside  w*arrior !  Ah  I  I  cannot  tell 
thee  how  rejoiced  I  was  to  see  him,  we  embraeed  each  other  in  that 
pure  love  and  holy  fidlon'ship,  which  neither  the  mighty  waters  of  the 
oeean,  nor  yet  the  floods  of  nllhcliun,  can  ever  quench,  nor  had  they 
quenelied,  during  the  twenty-one  yearti  that  had  elapsed  since  we  last 
parted  in  London,  ni\er  a  sweet  time  of  heavenly  feeding  and  i^tren'^th- 
ling  together.  Tliere  are  hut  few  left  now  of  that  inierejiting  party; 
and  what  h  worse  far,  tbat  which  thy  drar  fail^'i'  bad  been  made  to 
foretell,  lias  corae  to  pass  exactly.  He  attended  Mimchester  Meeting 
three  times  in  silence,  sitting  under  the  gallery  (to  my  great  trial  to 
811  above  him).  Two  dear  Friends  made  way  ftir  him  above,  but  a 
third,  an  ehler  of  the  modern  school,  pushed  iJiem  on,  and  suffered  it 
not.     We  dined  at  our  quarters,  and  several  caaie  in  to  see  him,  and 
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on  the  same  evening*  we  (oak  tea  at  the  house  of  one  of  the 
elders ;  where  we  met  twenty  of  such  as  uphold  our  ancient  prinnj 
and  a  sweet  evening  we  had  sharing  his  converse,  whidj  partook  mil 
of  a  ministerial  diameter,  (a  thing  much  out  of  diite  with  us 
days,  the  glory  having  sadly  departed  from  our  Israel  1)  but  n^jfe 
(^  there  was  a  feeling  of  the  dear  Master's  presence  and  power 
and  amon«5  us,  that  cemented  and  strengthened  us  together;  And' 
parted   with  comfort  and   praise  in  our  hearts.      Next    uiorniug 
reluctantly  parted ;  we  went  homeward,  and  they  went  on  bj 
minghum. 

1  may  hero  say  that  thy  dear  father  is  greatly  bowed  and  shrunk  1 
age  iu  these  twenty  years  of  deep  affliction^  but  his  vigor  of  miiM], 
lively  zeal,  and  cotjragc  to  go  forth  to  battle  for  the  precious 
sake,  appears  to  me  unabated.     I  thought  there  seemed  at  Man(*l 
ter  much  ciiriodty  to  see  and  hear  him  ;  and  Friends  mu>t  liave 
quite  unprepared  (by  the  many  evil  reports  spread  latterly  against  hi 
to  see  such  a  sweet  placid-lookinjs^  old  patriai*ch,  so  humble  and  ut 
trusive.     I  do  trust  hisj  visit  may  do  away  with  much  prejudice, 
open  the  eyes  of  many,  as  well  as  be  the  means  of  comforting 
strengthening   the  rightly  exercised  and   tribulated  remnant 
us.        ♦        •         •        •        ♦ 

My  dear  friend^  how  aivful  does  it  seem  to  me  that  any  shouW  rej 
his  ministry  ;  mr^ly  the  du^t  otf  the  feet  of  the  truly  anointe<l  s^n 
fihall  rise  up  at  the  day  of  judgment  against  these  rejectere  I     An«l  i»{ 
not  said  it  shjdl  be  more  tolerable  for  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  tbsii! 
those  whore  tins  is  the  case?     I  tremble  for  these  Friends;  surcljl 
will  be  brought  home  to  them  at  a  future  day  ! 

The  Meeting  for  Sufferings  finding  that  the  means  they  had 
adopted  had  failed  to  deter  Friends  from  receiving  him  in  their 
and  associating  with  him,  have  adopted  a  more  vigorous  exjusclil 
viz:  to  print  and  largely  circulate,  a  Minute  of  theirs,  cbJU 
Friend.'^  to  refrain  from  receiving  him  into  their  meetings  and 
as  a  minister,  and  saying  they  had  oiTieial  information  from  Am«iT^ 
that  he  had  been  disowned  by  that  Yearly  Meeting,  with  which 
Yearly  Blieting  is  in  unity,  and  corresponds!  And  they 
of  theii'  number  to  hand  the  same  to  him;  and  Amos  says 
the  course  of  the  conversation  that  ensued,  they  avowed  their  approval 
of  and  unity  with  J.  J.  Gumey's  writings,  especially  with  tlmt  «il* 
tence  where  he  condemns  Barclay,  Penn,  and  Pennington!  Sotli'W 
may  Bee  in  what  a  state  our  poor  Meeting  for  Suffering  is,— oflt 
worthy  the  honorable  name  of  Quakers  I  •  •  •  There  U 
seeking  for  the  wisdom  or  judgment  of  Truth,  though  there  may 
times  a  slight  mock  show  of  it !     You  know  better  than  1  can 
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(having  tasted  thereof)  die  great  afiiiction  of  belonging  to  such  a 
mixed  cliurch  I  But  I  trust  in  the  Lord's  time  we  shall  be  delivered 
and  puritied;  and  ob  !  saith  my  froul,  may  it  !)e  in  bis  will,  time,  and 
way,  and  not  ours,  nor  by  any  wisdom  or  aclivity  of  the  creature,  that  no 
flesh  may  glory  in  big  sight,  but  that  the  praise,  tbanksgiving,  and  glory 
may  all  flow  unto  his  holy  and  ever  blessed  name  !  Ob !  to  be  pre- 
served bumble,  watehftjl,  and  faithful;  and  the  good  end  that  crowns 
all,  and  is  peace,  shall  be  obtained  through  unbounded  grace  !  Thy 
dear  father  was  likely  to  visit  a  few  of  the  raectinga  in  and  about 
London,  and  then  to  go  towards  Suffolk  and  Essex,  I  believe.  My 
"cry  is  daily  for  his  help  and  preservation,  and  I  have  a  humble  trust 
it  will  not  go  unanswered,  to  the  ears  of  the  Lord  of  Sabaolb,  who  is 
pitiful,  tender,  and  all  powerful. 

Thy  sincere  and  affectionate  friend, 

Lydia  a.  Bahclay. 


On  sixth    day  went  to   Sudburyj  and  lodged  at    John 

King's,  and  on  first  day  attended  their  meetings.  In  the 
morning,  had  a  very  open  time,  in  referring  to  the  perils 
which  had  ever  awaited  the  church,  in  all  agea,  but  particu- 
larly citing  the  account  jn  Holy  Writ,  of  Israel  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Moab,  and  of  the  parpose  of  the  King  of  Moab  to 
destroy  them,  calling  on  Balaatn,  saying,  **  Gome  curse  me 
Jacob,  come  defy  me  Israel;"  following  the  account^  that 
when  Balaam  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  saw  Israel  abiding 
in  his  tents,  he  exclaimed,  "there  shall  be  no  enchantment 
against  Jacob,  nor  divination  against  Israel;"  mentioningj 
also,  that  a  place  of  safety  was  always  desirable  for  the 
Lord's  people,  and  quoted  the  words,  '*  The  Lord  is  thy  tent, 
O  Jacob,  and  thy  tabernacle,  O  Israel," — that  here  is  our 
only  place  of  safety  in  times  of  trouble,  &<;,,  and  was  much 
enlarged  on  divers  Christian  doctrines.  Here,  notwithstand- 
ing the  edict  from  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  prohibitory  of 
their  receiving  me,  as  a  minister,  had  come  to  hand,  they  as- 
signed to  me  the  "  top  of  the  meeting,"  (as  they  call  it  here,) 
and  made  no  objection  to  us,  in  any  way. 

On  third  day  we  went  to  Bury,  and  there  attempted  a 
public  meeting,  which,  on  account  of  a  noted  lectnre,  failed 
for  that  evening ;  and  next  day,  being  their  market-day,  we 
could  not  have  it,  and  so  we  left  for  Bakcwell,  in  Derbyshire ; 
where  we  arrived  on  sixth  day  night,  and  were  received  gladly 
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with  Coiigregationalists  and  others ;  and  a  door  of  utterance 
was  largely  opened,  and  matter  suited  to  tlieir  condition^  was 
freely  and  mercifully  furnished,  and  we  returned  to  Bakewell 
in  great  peace.  The  saoae  evening,  attended  their  afternoon 
meeting  at  Bakewell,  in  which  I  had  something  to  offer, 
suited,  as  I  trust,  to  the  condition  of  those  present,  some  of 
whom  are  not  members  of  the  Society.  On  second  day^  had 
large  meeting  at  Monyash,  in  the  Methodist  house,  wherein 
I  was  greatly  helped  to  declare  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel, 
and  it  was  a  very  solemn  time. 

My  Circular  letter  before  alluded  to  having  been  printed 
at  Manchester!  it  was  now  forwarded  to  persona  in  most  parts 
of  the  nation. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  same  i — 


Maochesterf  t2th  Month,  1868. 

DKAR  FRIEND, 

It  is  evident  from  a  document  recently  put  in  circulation  in  all  parts 
of  die  Society  unJer  our  uame  in  tliiis  ikation,  tbat  the  body  wbkh  lie- 
nominates  itself  a  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  is  prepared,  in  full,  to  in- 
dorse the  acts  and  proceedings  of  a  body  of  people  in  New  England » 
who  hitve  seceded  from  the  doctrines  of  Friends,  and  have,  in  a  jialpa- 
ble  manner,  violated  their  discipline,  in  defence  of  wnstjund  doctriaus, 
and  in  defence  of  the  writers  of  those  unsound  doctrines ;  and  who 
bave,  by  these  acts,  brought  about  a  separation  in  t!ie  Society  of 
Friends  in  New  England  aforesaid,  jlnd  if  tho^e  composing  the 
Meeting  for  Suirerings  are  the  deputed  represcntativres  of  T-*ondon 
Yearly  Meeting,  and  are  invented  with  the  authority  of  said  Yearly 
Meeting,  then  that  Yeaidy  Meeting  would  seem  to  be  involved,  and  to 
stand  accountable  in  this  indorsement  of  such  acts  of  the  said  body  in 
New  England,  and  have  therefore  become  a  party  with  them  in  tho-^e 
act*,  and  have  made  one  common  cause  with  them;  and  all  this  with- 
out making  any  oliicia!  inrpiiry  or  examination  nito  the  charges  of 
apostasy  that  were  preferred  against  that  body  so  seceding.  Tlii.-^ 
la[»se  from  Friends'  doctrines  was  seen  and  testified  against*  by  those 
who  stooil  fast  in  keeping  to  and  upholding  the  doctrines  of  the  New 
Testament  as  most  faithfully  held  by  oar  worthy  predecesaors ;  and 
efforts  were  not  wanting  on  their  part  to  reclaim  those  who  had  thus 
depiirted.  By  the  same  Friends  were  also  brought  to  view,  the  un- 
hallowed attempts,  by  certain  publications,  to  modify  and  change  thejiO 
pure  doctrines ;  and  they  raised  their  testimony  against  these  proceed- 
ings, the  doing  of  which  was  agreeable  to  the  com  mauds  of  the  Lord 
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bad  conversation  with  some  members  of  that  meeting,  I  have  found 
them,  with  few  exceptions,  to  be  decidedly  in  unison  with  the  t*entimenLs 
of  llit'ir  author,  even  where  he  condemns  Barclaj,  Penn,  and  Fentiing- 
ton ;  hence  I  do  admit  that  they  are  not  in  unity  with  me,  or  witli  the 
Yearly  Meeting  to  which  I  belong.  In  prineiple  they  deny  rae,  and 
consequently  I  am  unable  to  own  them  ;  and  therefore  did  not  feel 
the  liberty  to  oflTer  them  my  credential"*,  they  having  now  adopted  sen- 
timents contradictory  to  those  under*tu<;wl  to  be  held  by  ihe  Society  in 
1829.  Notwithstanding,  if  they  will  now  come  forward,  and  dit^claim 
the  NEW  DOCTRINES,  acquitting  themselves  of  them,  it  would  aflbi-d 
much  satisfaction  to  the  undersigned,  as  well  as  to  many  Friends  on 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  who  have  no  de.*ire  to  entertain  a  feeling  of 
disunity,  but  rather  tltat  all  might  be  joined  together  by  those  bonds 
which  ought  never  to  be  broken. 

Under  present  circumstance?  it  is  more  easy  to  my  mind  not  to  attend 
any  Meetings  for  Di:*ei[>linej  under  the  control  of  those  holding  unsound 
view3  ;  my  concern  here  rather  is,  to  inculcate  the  doctrines  of  Friends, 
and  to  impress  them  upon  the  rainds  of  those  I  meet  with  ;  because 
there  has  never  been  any  other  root,  producing  so  good  fruit  as  that 
of  Chris<t  in  man,  a  doctrine  proved  by  more  than  twenty  testimonies, 
from  Christ  and  his  apostles,  it  being  the  work  of  C^hrist  within  u-s  as 
well  as  the  work  of  Christ  without  us,  that  brings  salvalion  ;  and  I  find 
a  seed  in  this  nation  that  is  not  ashamed  of  the  cross  of  Christ,  nor  of 
his  doetrincSi  which  shone  forth  i^o  conspicuously  in  George  For.  And, 
notwithstanding  the  document  that  has  been  issued  against  me,  I  still  do 
Dot  feel  as  though  I  should  be  clear  in  the  eight  of  my  divine  Master, 
without  endeavoring  to  visit  tlmt  siifTering  seed  in  this  land,  such  as 
may  be  willing  to  receive  me ;  having  been  impressively  reminded 
with  reference  to  the  before-mentioned  paper,  of  the  reply  of  Peter 
and  John,  when  commanded  not  to  speak  at  all,  nor  teach  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  I — '*  Whether  it  be  right  in  the  sight  of  God,  to  hearken  unto 
you  more  than  unto  God,  judge  ye." 

If  a  man  be  prepared  honestly  to  adopt  t!ie  sublime  language  of  Job, 
"Behold,  my  witness  is  in  heaven,  and  ray  record  is  on  high,"  he  will 
be  enabled  to  stand  fast  in  the  Lord ;  but  if  he  vindicate  the  wrong, 
and  refuse  to  condemn  it,  all  his  professions  of  the  right  will  avail  him 
nothing.  Seeing  the  Meeting  for  Suflferings  has  condt^scunded  to  speak 
so  freely  of  a  low  and  humble  messenger,  who,  if  he  had  not  been  so 
noticed,  might  have  passed  ijuietly  along,  thinking  himself  to  be  but  as 
a  solitary  individual ;  they  will  therefore,  he  trusts,  allow  him  to  vindi- 
cate not  his  own  name,  but  the  cause  of  Truth;  though  unworthy  to 
be  compared  at  alt  with  one  who  said,  "  After  whom  is  the  king  of  Is- 
rael come  out  ?  afler  a  flea  ?"  lie  who  could  command  the  legions  of 
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Israel  went  forth  with  a  strong  band  in  pursuit  ot*  one  who  wished  him 
DO  htum,  nor  yet  any  evil^  but  much  good  tor  the  Lord'ii  cause  and  peo- 
pie.  But  the  Lord,  in  whose  Iiand^  were  the  deetinies  of  Israel,  took 
care  of  Im  own  cause^  and  autFered  not  Saul  to  destroy  David,  but 
(;aujsed  David's^  drooping  spiritH  to  be  sustained  by  the  gathej-ing  unto 
him  of  a  few  congenial  soul£  wbo  were  prepared  to  ^bare  a  common  lot 
with  him.  David  could  not  refrain  from  honoring  tlie  horn  in  Samu- 
el's hand,  which  had  once  shed  the  oil  u|>on  the  head  of  Saul ;  and 
therefore  desireiJ  not  his  lite  i  but  only  took  his  skirl  a»  a  proof  of  his 
own  tidelily.  Saul's  uiiiid,  filled  with  jealousy,  resorted  not  to  the  dic- 
tate.4  of  best  wisdom  iti  deciding  the  moet  important  questional  but  waft 
actuated  by  (he  strongest  prejudice  and  fear  for  his  own  supjK)sed 
safety,  tmtl  therefore  could  not  even  listen  to  the  ju^t  pleadings  of 
Abimiiech.  But  the  tbiixl  incumbent  on  tbe  throne  of  Israel  nought 
for  wisdom,  and  by  wisdom  was  led  to  Iiear  the  statements  of  both  the 
claimant.^  for  the  living  child,  thereby  being  enabled  in  a  remarkable 
manner  to  make  a  righteous  decihion,  and  to  give  the  Uving  child  to  its 
own  mother.  Tlierefore,  let  not  my  dear  fellow-probationer©  chide  me, 
for  I  have  come  her«  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord}  and  m  my  small  meafinre 
for  the  upiudding  of  his  testimonies. 

Now,  if  fyrtber  testimony  be  needed, — ^be^ides  my  well-authenticated 
and  acerediting  certificates  from  our  Monthly  and  Quarterly  Meetings, 
and  from  our  Select  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  for  New  England, 
which  have  been  presented  to  a  deputation  from  the  Meeting  for  Suf- 
ferings,— ^in  relation  to  my  right  of  membership,  I  will  adduce  the  tes- 
timony of  that  disinterested  coordinate  body,  above  allyded  to,  (the 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Philadelphia  ;)  they  say :  **  When,  therefore,  as  in 
the  present  case,  two  bodies  come  before  a  Yearly  Meeting,  both  under 
the  same  title,  and  each  claiming  lo  hi;  the  coordinate  branch  of  the 
Society  bearing  that  name,  it  becomes  its  duty,  under  the  guidance  of 
divine  AVisdora,  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case;  aod 
that  it  may  not  withhold  from  those  to  whom  they  belong,  tbe  precious 
rights  and  privileges,  which  membership  in  our  Society  coniers." — 
**  From  the  statements  put  forth  by  both  bodies,  it  appears  clear  to  lid 
that  iraportiint  principles  and  usages  of  the  Society,  as  well  as  private 
rights,  have  been  disregai*ded  in  the  progress  of  the  transactions  therein 
recorded.  Some  of  the  most  prominent  i)oint&  in  which  this  has  been 
done,  appear  to  us  to  be  tlie  following/' — (See  pages  29  to  38,  "  Phil- 
adelphia Report.")  After  which  they  say:  '''Although  the  manner 
in  which  this  separation  was  eflected,  was  not  such  as  we  think  aflbrds 
a  precedent  in  the  organization  of  a  Yearly  Meeting,  yet  inasmuch  as 
those  Friends,  who  compose  the  smaller  body  appear  to  have  aoCed 
&om  a  sincere  desire  to  maintain  the  doctrines  and  discipline  of  tbe 
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ri  and  the  rights  secured  by  it  to  all  its  members ;  and  hjwl  been 
Jted  to  proceodkigji  opprei^sive  in  their  character,  aiid  in  violation 
of  the  aektiowletlged  principles  of  church  government — we  believe  that 
they  continue  to  be  entitled  to  the  rights  of  membership,  and  to  ^uch 
acknowledgement  from  their  hrelhrew  as  may  be  nece!*>ary  for  secur- 
ing the  enjoyment  of  these  rights.'*  Then  speaking  furtlier  of  the 
larger  body,  they  say  :  "  Their  acts  have  gone  to  condeain  many  who 
have  been  standing  for  the  ancient  faith  of  Friends,  and  against  the 
introduction  of  erixir ;  that  in  !?o  doing,  wrong  opinions  Itave  received 
support,  and  the  discipline  and  rightfi  of  members  have  been  violated  ; 
and  that  it  was  the  course  pursued  by  them  in  these  transactions  which 
led  to  tlie  separation.  Until,  (here fore,  these  proceedings  shall  be  rec- 
tified or  annulled,  we  see  not  how  unity  is  to  be  restored." 

In  conclusion,  let  me  add,  that  believing  controversy  for  the  sake  of 
controversy  to  be  wrong,  and  ever  to  bo  avoided,  this  paper  is  not  in- 
tended to  lead  to  unavailing  disputation ;  but  1  would  remind  .^ueh  as 
are  fearful  of  anything  wljieli  they  think  may  tend  to  '*  divide  in  Jacob 
and  scatter  in  Israel,"  tliat  from  tlie  fall  of  man  to  this  very  day,  the 
Lord  has  had  a  controversy  against  evil,  and  hh  chosen  ones  must 
have  the  same ;  and  this  contix>versy,  far  from  tending  to  scatter  the 
faithful,  nnites  them  in  the  great  work  of  maintaining  that  holy  '*  I'aith 
once  delivered  unto  the  saints." 

I  remain,  with  love,  thy  friend, 

JuHN  Wilbur. 


On  fifth  day,  after  a  aoUdj  melting  opportunity  with  a  con- 
siderable number  of  dear  and  preciuus  Friends  at  Bakewell,  at 
wWch  season,  testimony  flowed  freely,  and  my  prayers  were 
lifted  up  fur  their  preservation,  and  for  the  preservation  of  aU 
the  bonest-hearted  ones  in  this  nation,  we  took  leave,  in  great 
love  and  near  affection,  and  went  to  Manchester,  where  we 
arrived  after  dark.  Went  to  dear  Hannah  Harrison's,  and 
lodged  with  her  family,  (she  not  at  home.)  On  nixth  day, 
wrote  letters  to  America,  and  also  several  letters  to  Friends 
in  England,  and  at  evening  took  the  ears  and  went  to  Roch- 
dale, and  lodged  with  my  dear  and  valuabh*  friends  Martha 
Midgely  and  her  daughter  Elizabeth;  the  latter,  a  minister, 
in  whose  company  and  sweet  conversation  we  were  much  re- 
freshed ;  indeed,  on  the  way  from  Manchester  to  their  habita- 
tion, my  mind  was  wonderfully  filled  with  the  Divine  pres* 
ence,  perhaps  to  as  great  a  discovery  of  his  love.  Ids  wisdotn, 
and  Ilia  power,  as  I  had  ever  before  witnessed ;  affording  a 
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blessed  confirraation  of  his  o wiling  me  and  ray  service  in  this 
land ;  to  the  pouring  out  of  my  soul  in  praise  and  thanksgiv- 
ing to  his  great  and  ever  blessed  name. 

Although  I  have  been  many  times  under  great  affliction  on 
account  of  false  brethren,  and  the  envious  spuit  in  which  they 
treated  me,  yet  the  Lord,  in  the  midst  of  all,  hath  not  forgotten 
to  be  gracious,  but  has  often,  yea,  very  often  favored  me  with 
the  strengthening  inconiea  of  his  holy  presence,  love,  and 
goodness ;  whereby  hope  and  faith  have  often  been  renewed 
to  us. 

In  the  afternoon  of  seventh  day,  we  went  to  Marsden,  dear 
E,  Midgely  in  great  kindness,  accompanying  us  most  of  the 
way,  and  then  returning  home. 

On  first  day,  the  11th,  attended  their  meeting  at  Marsden, 
where  I  had  a  lively,  searching  testimony  for  such  as  had 
missed  their  way,  comparing  them  to  a  man  who  had  been 
overtaken  with  darkness,  and  found  himself  in  the  midst  of 
a  vast  howling  wilderness,  surrounded  with  beasts  of  prey, 
and  liable,  in  case  of  any  attempt  to  advance,  to  fall  from  a 
precipice,  or  to  be  plunged  into  an  abyss,  from  which  there 
might  be  no  recovery ;  setting  forth,  that  if  such  an  one  bad 
a  belief  that  he  could  be  heard,  how  great  would  be  his 
cries  for  some  one  to  come  with  a  light  whereby  he  might 
find  his  way  out,  and  be  delivered  from  his  awful  position ; 
from  this,  very  pertinent  doctrine  was  drawn,  and  applied  to 
some  conditions  present.  We  lodged  liere  with  Caleb  Ha- 
worth,  a  son  of  the  late  James  Ha  worth,  of  the  same  place, 
who  might  be  denominated  a  patriarch  of  our  day,  a  minister 
and  elder,  worthy  of  double  honor ;  and  this,  his  son,  with 
whom  we  sojourn,  is  a  man  of  a  sound  mind;  and  we  think 
there  is  good  ground  to  hope  that  he  will  not  depart  from  the 
faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints ;  and  so  fully  witnessed  by 
our  faithful  predecessors. 

We  left  Marsden  on  third  day,  the  13th,  and  went  to 
Bradford,  and  put  up  at  an  inn,  and  next  day  attended  their 
mid* week  meeting,  in  which  I  had  an  opening,  on  the  passage 
"  Blessed  is  he  whosoever  is  not  oiTended  in  me  ; "  and  in  the 
course  of  my  service,  alluded  to  those  who  took  offence  at  the 
strait ness  of  the  Saviour*s  words,  and  went  back  and  walked 
no  more  with  him ;  suggesting  that  the  influence  of  the  leaders 
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of  the  people,  who  would  not  confess  him,  might  conduce  to 
that  offence,  &c.^  and  I  was  much  enlarged,  and  strength  given 
to  testify  of  the  liability  of  our  going  backwardst  and  not 
knowing  tlie  offence  of  the  Cross  to  cease,  by  means  of  a  per- 
fect submisiiion  thereto.  After  meeting,  we  dined  with  several 
Aound  Friends,  who  were  very  solicitous  tliat  we  should  stay 
over  first  day,  and  attend  thAir  raeetings  ;  but  having  relieved 
my  mind  so  fully,  I  felt  easy,  and  so  went  to  Leeds  the  same 
afternoon,  where  we  called  on  Daniel  Pickard,  and  he  went 
with  us  to  see  an  aged  minister  by  the  name  of  Mary  Wright, 
of  about  93  years.  She  is  valiant  in  support  of  the  doctrines 
of  early  Friends,  and  in  full  possession  of  her  mental  powers  ; 
and  holds  out  to  be  a  living  minister."  We  first  lodged  two 
nights  with  Sarah  Tatham,  and  on  sixtli  day  went  to  Gilder- 
some,  and  attended  the  funeral  of  a  Friend,  whose  many  re- 
lations were  not  members  of  our  Society.  In  this  meeting,  I 
had  good  open  service,  well  adapted  to  the  occasion,  help  be- 
ing mercifully  afforded ;  and,  as  at  Bradford,  so  here^  great 
peace  and  consolation  followed  my  labors.  After  this,  we 
lodged  at  Joseph  Kitching's,  as  long  as  we  stayed  in  Leeds, 

On  sixth  day  evening,  two  leading  persons  came  to  us,  for 
the  purpose  of  advising  and  persuading  me  from  persisting  in 
proceeding  any  further  on  this  service,  and  to  return  to  Amer- 
ica* These  men  professed  to  believe  both  in  J.  J.  Gurney^s 
doctrines,  fully,  and  those  of  the  early  Friends ;  a  thing 
altogether  impracticable,  because  many  of  the  former  flatly 
contradict  the  latter.  They  found  much  fault  with  my  Circu- 
lar letter,  on  account  of  some  strong  expressions,  as  they  said, 
therein  contained  ;  but  I  referred  them  to  the  plain  manner 
in  which  George  Fox,  and  other  early  Friends,  spoke,  using 
much  Btronger  language  than  I  had  done,  in  that  letter. 

We  attended  their  fore  and  afternoon  meetings  on  First 
day,  in  both  wliich,  I  was  largely  engaged  in  advocating 
Scripture  doctrines,  as  held  by  our  early  Friends,  and  applied 
them  to  Christian  practice  and  Ciiristian  experience  ;  and,  in 
so  dear  a  manner,  that  the  Gurneyites  did  not  atteni]>t,  (as 
far  as  we  could  learn,)  to  gainsay  any  part ;  nor  yet  to  in- 
validate my  standing,  as  had,  heretofore,  been  sometimes  the 
Buch  a  step  has  not  been  taken,  since  the  issuing  of 

•  DocMMil  wiiliio  cbo  pretent  year  (i860)  ia  tb«  loiib  year  of  her  nge. 
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my  Circular,  which  seems  to   have  disarmed  them  for 
present     On  first  day  eveniug,  there  came  more  than 
Friends  voluntarily  together,  at  our  lodgings,  which 
me  a  good  opportunity  to  commend  them  for  their  fait 
ness,  in  making  a  stand  against  the  new  doctrines,  and 
courage  and  exhort  them  to  stand  fast  in  the  Lord,  cxp 
an  assurance  which  I  had,  that  if  they  would  hold  fast  tliea 
integrity,  faithfully,  great  good  awaited  them  ;  and  that 
reward  would  be  sure.     Dear  old  Mary  Wright,  and  fouro 
seers  were  present.     This  company  of  dear  Friends 
on,  and  read  to  us,  a  paper,  [afterwards  signed  by  them 
delivered  to  him,]  expressive   of  their  full  satisfaction 
my  visit  to  this  country,  and  particularly  so,  with  my 
at  Leeds ;  expressing  a  full  belief  that  my  visit  to  En, 
at  this  time,  is  in  the  ordering  of  Divine  I^rovidence. 

On  second  day  our  dear  friend  Daniel  Pickard  beaiisg 
company,  we  went  to  Preston,  and  lodged,  and  on  thiid 
to  Ccdder  Bridge,  and  on  tburth  day  had  a  meeting  there, 
tended  by  aU  their  members,  and  a  number  of  other  people, 
they  having  previous  knowledge  of  our  expecting  to  he  tiieff 
on  that  day.  In  this  meeting  I  was  concerned  to  irapreas 
upon  those  present,  the  necessity  of  obtaining  the  right  tbi 
and  being  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  it ;— to  wit,  a  m 
ure  of  the  divine  Life  to  be  witnessed  in  their  hearts.  After tl 
meeting,  we  went  to  Lancaster,  where  next  day  we  attem 
their  mid-week  meeting,  where  the  Lord's  call  by  the  moatb 
one  of  his  prophets,  to  '^  blow  the  trumpet  in  Zion,  and  to 
semble  the  elders,"  tScc,  was  brought  to  view,  and  the  latter 
impressed,  calling  on  the  priests,  the  Lord's  ra.Lnisters,  to 
as  between  the  porch  and  the  altar,  and  let  them  say,  "  Spai« 
thy  people,  O  Lord,  and  give  not  thine  heritage  to  reproacl 
for  wherefore  should  the  heathen  rule  over  us,  and  wheref< 
should  it  be  said,  where  is  their  God  ? ''  A  desire  was 
pressed  that,  as  pertaining  to  us,  the  former  days  might  return 
to  us,  as  a  people,  and  that  true  Christian  zeal  might  be 
restored  to  us  in  such  measure  as  was  witnessed  by  <yai 
worthy  ]>redecessors,  and  that  the  testimonies  of  the  Trulb, 
upheld  by  them,  may  be  upheld  by  us ;  when,  if  happily  so 
will  not  be  said,  "  Where  Is  their  God  ?  "  for  behold  the  sfecji 
of  a  king  will  be  heard  in  the  camp,  because  of  the  vi 
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that  will  have  been  obtained,  by  the  devotion  of  our  whole 
hearts  unto  God. 

After  meeting,  went  to  Carlisle,  and  put  up  at  an  inn,  and 
next  day  attended  their  meeting,  silent ;  and  after  meeting, 
went  to  Wiglon,  and  called  antl  took  tea  with  Alexander  and 
Sarah  Dlrkiii,  sound  in  principle,  but  somewhat  like  Joseph  of 
Arimathea^ — ^disciples,  but  not  openly  for  fear  of  the  Jews, 
They  are  afraid  to  condemn  the  spurious  doctrines  brought 
into  the  Society  of  later  time,  lest  tliey  should  incur  llie  dis- 
pleasure of  the  leaders  of  the  people ;  for  the  minds  of  the 
ministers  and  elders,  and  through  them,  many  others^  if  not 
most  others  have  become  corrupted,  and  leavened,  more  or  less, 
into  what  our  Saviour  called  the  doctrine  of  the  Pharisees ; 
they  had  perverted  justice  and  judgment,  and  yet  were  mak- 
ing great  professions  of  fidelity  to  the  law  of  the  Lord,  but 
construing  and  administering  it  in  their  own  way,  keeping  the 
outside  clean  and  beautiful,  whilst  within,  he  declared,  they 
were  as  ravening  wolves. 

On  first  day,  attended  their  meeting  at  Bolton,  and  the 
neighbors  obtaining  knowledge  of  our  being  expected  there, 
as  many  people  came  as  their  house  would  hold ;  and  I  was 
pretty  largely  opened  in  the  ministry,  and  in  a  manner  that 
brought  peace.  Afternoon — attended  Wigton  Meeting,  but 
had  nothing,  vocally,  to  communicate*  We  lodged  here  at 
our  kind  friend  Robert  Dodgson's,  where  I  was  unwell,  and 
lay  by  a  day  or  two.  On  fourth  day,  went  by  the  RaiKvay  to 
Glasgow,  and  lodged  at  Robert  Smeal's.  Here  we  met  with 
our  dear  and  truly  beloved  friend^  Lydia  A.  Barclay,  she  hav- 
ing come  all  the  way  from  Aberdeen  to  meet  us,  and  in  wiiose 
company  we  were  refreshed ;  she  lodging  at  our  friend  William 
Smeal-a.  We  attended  their  mid-week  meeting  here,  and 
those  on  first  day,  the  1st  of  1st  mo.,  1854,  in  which  I  had 
satisfactory  service,  although,  in  the  first  and  last,  1  was  not 
extensively  engaged.  In  that  on  first  day  morning,  it  came 
before  me  to  refer  to  the  eflTorts  which  the  old  adversary  had 
always  made,  when  the  Lord  had  effected  an  improvement,  or 
reformation  among  men,  bestirring  himself  to  corrupt  and 
turn  them  back  again ;  and  I  referred  also  to  several  noted 
epochs  in  which  he  had  sorrowfully  succeeded  ;^ — as  in  Noa!i's 
time,  when  that  little  church  of   himself  and  family  were 
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brought  out  from  a  wicked  world,  how  soon  the  enemy,  in  his 
craftiness^  seduced  them  into  great  foljy,  and  a  distru9tfnlnes8 
of  the  Lord's  Providence  for  them,  so  that  they  attempted  to 
contrive  a  w^ay  themselves  for  their  own  salvation,  by  building 
a  Babel  which  should  reach  the  heavens.  Not  much  more 
foolish  were  they  in  this,  than  are  many  of  the  devices  of  wise 
men,  in  these  our  days.  The  Mosaic  reformation,  for  the  seed 
of  Abraham,  was  also  spoken  of,  and  how  soon  the  enemy 
turned  the  people  away  back  from  it.  And  then  again,  that 
greatest  of  all  events  for  the  deliverance  of  men  from  their 
evil  way — ^the  coming  of  onr  Lord  and  Saviour,  introducing 
the  gospel  power  more  fully,  for  the  blotting  out  of  sin,  for 
Banctifying.  the  inner  man,  and  the  keeping  of  him  from  a 
lapse  again  thereinto.  But  alas !  after  all  the  most  effectual 
means  w^ere  thus  provided,  so  long  as  the  first  nature  remains, 
the  old  enemy  takes  the  advantage  by  working  upon  it,  and 
seducing  man  to  work  in  his  own  way,  will,  and  wisdom,  to 
find  an  easier  and  shorter  way,  like  the  Babel  builders,  to  effect 
the  great  object  of  salvation  by  hie  own  devices.  Thus  he  be- 
comes wise  above  that  which  is  UTitten,  and  seeks  to  evade 
the  pain  and  irksoraeness  of  the  cross  of  Christj  and  self-re- 
nunciation, so  indispensable  for  purging  out  all  the  leaven  of 
unrighteousness  from  his  nature ;  and  so  the  Christian  church, 
the  best  of  bodies,  through  those  seductions  of  the  enemy, 
w^orking  upon  the  will  and  wisdom  of  the  creature,  fell  into  a 
grievous  lapse  and  apostasy,  from  the  only  true  and  living  way 
of  the  sanctification,  redemption,  and  salvation  of  the  soul  of 
man.  From  this  lapse,  a  deliverance,  even  in  part,  was  only 
obtained  through  great  suite  rings,  and  the  Joss  of  many  lives, 
and  there  were  but  few  who  maintained  their  fidelity  to  their 
Lord  and  Master,  through  these  fiery  trials.  But  further  effort 
was  made,  by  George  Fox  and  his  fellow-laborers,  through 
more  and  grievous  sufferings  and  persecutions,  from  the  hands 
of  high  Christian  professors,  under  a  gross  mistake,  like  Saul, 
of  doing  God  service.  And  now  again,  in  this  our  day>  the 
same  old  deceiver  has  succeeded  in  exalting  the  minds  of 
worldly  wise  and  learned  men,  and  seduced  them  to  turn  back 
themsekes  and  to  tiurn  others  back,  in  many  respects,  to  the 
literal  and  carnal  views  of  those  from  whom  our  predecessors 
came  out,  and  testified  against.     The  authority  and  influence 
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of  these  worldly  wise  ones,  are  bringing  the  church,  if,  indeed 
they  have  not  already  brought  her,  back  again,  into  a  great 
declension  from  the  life  and  power  of  true  Christianity, 

On  second  day  evening,  we  left  Glasgowj  and  passed  over 
the  channel  to  Belfast,  in  Ireland,  that  night,  and  went  to  Lia- 
burn,  and  put  up  at  an  inn.  Being  somewhat  unwell,  and  a 
deep  snow  that  fell,  whilst  here,  obstructing  the  Railway,  we 
did  not  leave  Lisburn  until  first  day  afternoon,  the  8th,  so 
that  I  was  at  thetr  meeting  twice,  but  had  nothing  to  commu- 
nicate ;  yet  they  had  preaching  on  both  occasions — they  seera 
to  be  in  a  kind  of  passive  subjection  to  the  *'  Quaker  hierarchy  '* 
in  Ireland.  After  this  we  went  to  see  Jacob  Green,  a  minister 
who  had  been  twice  in  America  on  religious  service.  He  and 
family  received  us  kindly  and  aJfectionately  j  but  he  also  is 
now  borne  down  by  those  who  bear  rule  in  this  land,  in  the 
upholding  of  the  spurious  doctrines  of  J.  J.  Gurney,  and  so 
tries  to  make  a  virtue  of  what  he  thinks  a  necessity  to  obey 
the  rulers  of  his  people ;  and  has  come  to  the  conclusion  to 
try  to  live  in  peace  with  aU  men,  and  so  avoid  saying  or  doing 
anything  that  wo  aid  offend  the  Gurneyites ; — a  course  which, 
I  fear,  if  long  continued,  will  have  a  paralyzing  tendency  on 
his  own  mind.  I  tried  to  impress  him  with  a  true  sense  of 
the  danger  of  keeping  peace,  at  the  expense  of  principle,  or 
by  a  sacrifice  thereof.  After  this,  on  our  way  to  Dublin,  we 
called  on  Charles  and  Ann  Wakefield,  both  ministers,  and 
among  the  chief  Friends  in  the  north  of  Ireland.  These 
Friends  had  been,  but  four  or  five  years  ago,  making  a  faith- 
ful stand  against  the  doctrinal  innovations  of  later  time,  made 
upon  our  principles,  and  still  speak  decidedly  against  the 
writings  of  J.  J.  Gurney,  but  express  full  unity  with  those 
leading  members  who  have  imbibed  those  doctrines,  and  con- 
sequently arc  in  favor  of  a  decree  put  forth  by  those  leading 
members  requiring  aH  Friends  in  Ireland,  to  refuse  me  as  a 
minister*  Thus  wc  see  what  the  influence  of  leading  men 
will  do,  when  they  are  actuated  by  the  love  of  power,  and  be- 
guiled with  false  doctrine. 

We  arrived  in  Dublin  on  fourth  day  night,  the  12th,  and  not 

knowing  any   Friends  there,  of  the  ancient  order,  we  took 

lod^ngs  at  an  inn,  and  were  not  known  to  be  there  by  any 

members  of  the  Society,  until  meeting  time,  on  sixth  day 
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morning,  when  we  went  in  and  sat  down  among  them.    Hew_ 
I  had  a  pretty  full  opening  upon  the  passage  of,  Christ 
true  Shepherd,  and  upon  the  necessity  of  all  his  sheep  hei 
his  voice,  and  of  distinguishing  it  from  the  voice  of  the 
ger,   and  upon   some  other   important   Christiaii   doctrii 
After  meeting,  several  Friends  came  and  spoke  very  kindly  I 
us,  desiring  our  company  at  their  houses,  but  as  we  w« 
bound  to  Moat  the  same  afternoon,  we  could  not  now  coin| 
with  their  invitation. 

[Before  leaving  for  Ireland,  he  received  the  following  It 
from  John  Pease,  to  whom  his  Circular  had  been  sent; 
the  succeeding  reply  was  T^Titten  from  Dublin.] 

Kast  ilount  Dartingtoi^  Wth  mo^  I'JUi,  II 

BEfiPSCTED  FBIKND,  JOHJI  WrLBCB, 

I  have   received   thy  primed  letter,  dated  at  Manchester, 
month  of  this  year. 

I  cansider  it  cnndid  in  thee  to  own  so  freely  thy  conlinaed 
satisfaction  with  the  writings  of  a  certain  author,  I  suppose  o«r 
dear  Friend,  J.  J.  Gnmey  ;  also,  thy  disunity  with  the  members  of  tl 
Meeting  fur  Sufferings  of  London,  and  the  body  of  those  wbom  lh« 
represent  I  also  appr«>ve  the  conclusion  ihou  hast  come  to,  not  to  i 
tempt  to  attend  any  meeting  for  dis>cipliiie  in  thia  land  ; — ^but  how 
thou  have  arrived  at  any  other  ?  At  the  same  time  I  cannot  rw 
with  such  admissions,  thy  continuing  to  offer  thy  ministry  to  those  wl 
loved  and  honored  J*  J.  Gurney,  and  accept  his  writings  generally!'] 
and  whose  inmost  feelings  and  sense  of  what  is  due  to  the  good  ofd«f  o» 
the  church  alike  hind  them  to  respect  and  adhere  to  the  conclusions « 
the  body.  How  an  individual  can  claim  to  preach  amongst  a  body*! 
Cbri>tiimfl  with  whom  he  is  neitlier  in  membership  nor  imily,  I aujDOti 
derstand.  Tliat  there  may  be  those  who  receive  thee  as  a  minister 
Christ,  and  that  thou  art  at  Uberty  to  visit  such,  I  admit  i — ^but  aay  ifl 
temiption  to  divine  worship  ia  a  solemn  thing,  and  however  lowly : 
man  who  allows  himself  in  it  may  be  in  bia  own  estimation,  iho^ewi* 
ore  placed  as  watchmen  ai*e  bound  to  guanl  against,  and  in  a  Cbristi*^ 
spirit  to  resist  iL  For  myself,  were  I  to  call  any  minister  a  Falkf  Aj 
Christ,  and  I  think  I  may  do  so,  that  Friend  and  Father  in  very  wleoAJ 
language  told  me,  that  whilst  devoutly  meditating  upon  J,  J*  Gut 
and  his  position  in  a  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elder*>  he  was  f»vc 
with  a  remmkable  evidence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  (and  with  sucli  iat 
tions  I  know  be  was  well  acquainted,)  bringing  to  Lis  remembrance 
language,  "  Touch  not  mine  anointed,  and  do  my  prophet  no  barm.** 
have  no  doubt  but  that  he  lived  .and  lab<>red  and  died  in  the 
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persua,<«ion  that  J-  J,  Gumey  wa.^  aa  honored  instniment  iu  his  right 
Lot  amongst  us  ;  anil  I  never  heard  so  many  testiinooies  or  90  strong,  to 
the  service  of  any  man  as  I  betirJ  from  plac«3  to  place,  of  his  labors  in 
your  land,  A  similar  ami  growing  c«mvictioii  in  um.^jn  witlt  all  tlies« 
testimonies  attend  rae.  I  do  not  indorse  his  writings  or  the  writings 
of  any  man  or  set  of  men  beyond  those  of  the  penmen  of  Holy 
Scri[)ture. 

I  believe  the  early  Friends  were,  many  of  them,  men  fearing  Crod. 
I  honor  tdcir  memory;  and  the  views  of  go.-'pel  Truths  which  they 
held  and  promulgated,  I  love  and  adopt  far  beyond  those  held  by  any 
other  body,  notwithstanding  the  fHllibility  of  both  conception  and 
declaration  which  attached  to  them  in  common  with  all  (gootl)  men,  but 
the  longer  I  live,  the  more  prayerfully  I  desire  the  exaltiilion  of  Christ 
and  hk  cause,  whatever  man  baa  said  or  may  say,  **  Let  God  be  true, 
and  every  man  a  liar." 

Holding  (I  hope  in  a  good  conscience)  the  foregoing  sentiments,  I 
can  do  no  other  than  believe  with  sorrow  that  thou  hast  been  long  war- 
ring under  very  mistaken  feelings  ;  and  much  desire  that  thou  mayesl  at 
once  lay  down  thy  arms  and  finally  obtain  peace  through  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesiw  Christ, 

Thy  sincere  friend, 

John  Pease. 

This  letter  is  not  written  to  provoke  either  eontroveray  or  extended 
correspondence,  which  [  should  decline  ;  but  as  an  honest  reply  to  what 
I  accept  a.5  an  hoaest  letter  from  thee. 

I  am  authorized  by  my  beloved  father  to  say  that  he  entirely  unitea 
in  ihiis  letter. 


REPLT  TO   THE   FOREGOING   LETTER. 


Dublin,  1st  moQtb,  12th,  1854. 

Thy  letter  of  l'2th  mo.,  I6(h,  was  iluly  received,  and  no  diriposition 
to  charge  thee  with  unkindnass  is  entertained,  nor  with  a  want  of  vnn- 
dor  in  vouching  for  J,  J,  Gnrney  and  his  sentiments,  inasmuch  a3  every 
person  has  a  moral  right  to  entertain  r*ueh  religious  sentiments  as  h6 
Bincerety  believe^i ;  but  whether  a  man  of  thy  capacity,  holding  to  the 
doctrines  of  J.  J.  G*,  would  be  candid  if  he  professed  to  be  a  Quaker, 
is  entirely  another  <iuestion;  those  doctrines  being  so  obviously  con- 
tradictory and  repugniLOt  to  those  of  Friend:*,  faithfully  h^^ld  nm\  clearly 
proved  tor  nearly  two  centuries  to  bo  tlie  pure  and  vital  doctrines  of 
Christianity,  according  with  the  Holy  Scriptures.     Nor  have  1  been  able 
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to  see  the  consistency  of  thy  course  or  that  of  any  others,  acknowM; 
full  unity  ami  fellowship  with  a  man  who'ie  published  sentiments  on 
essential  and  fundamental  points  of  doctrine  are  thus  at  varinnce 
and  repugnant  to  Fri*>nds'  doctrines;  inasraurh  as  we  hare  the  b«t 
tliority  for  snj'ing  that,  "  the  tree  is  known  by  his  fruit/'  **  thai  a  good  i 
cannot  bring  forth  evil  fniit,"  and  so  forth.     And  who  are  there  in  Eng- 
land that  will  attempt  a  publit?  reconciliation  of  the  doctrines  of  J.  J.  G- 
with  the  doctrines  of  early  Friends?     If  anyone  should  make  fnchan 
attempt,  I  presume  it  would  be  at  the  expense  of  candor,  as  well  a^ili* 
perversion  of  good  sense  and  sound  judgment     Barclay  and  the  othet^ 
early  writers,  whose  doctrines  rested  on  the  ground  of  Truth,  bad 
occa:*ion  for  cavillings  or  for  perverting  the  plain  and  true  meaning  of  1 
Holy  Scriptures,  because  in  the  Truth  there  are  no  eva.-^ions  tarainj 
or  windings,  in  the  demonstration  of  its  principle^'.     But  J,  X  G.  slW 
in  his  **  Brief  Remm^ks  "  to  make  his  readers  believe  that  all  the  af 
mennt  by  the  expression  *'  Christ  in  you,"  was  the  incarnation  of  CI 
or  God  raanifeated  in  the  flesh.     To  quote  his  own  words ;    "The  pi 
fact,  however,  appears  to  be,  that  the  ray¥^tery  of  which   the  apotlle 
speaking,  is  that  of  the  incarnation   of  the   Son  of  God.'*     Whereto 
there  are  more  than  twenty  passa;!:e3  in  Holy  Writ  which  prove  the 
correctness  of  the  doctrinal  view  held  by  Friends  on  this  point.    But 
to  prove  J.  J,  G.  and  his  views  to  be  riorht  thou  adducest  the  affinnft^ 
tive  testimonies  of  many  in  America  who  I   have  no  doubt  weK  hk^ 
strong  votaries;  and  so,  according  to  the  numbers,  from  what  I  lui 
seen  and  heard,  there  are  as  many  of  Eiias  Hicks*s  di^iples  that  wc 
eulogize  him  as  much  ;  a  thing  of  common  occurrence  in  t^w^os  of  ii 
vation  upon  tht:  [>rinciples  of  any  Society ;  but  let  the  fruits — Uteirdo 
frin«s  be  rather  adduced  as  testimony,     lam  not  at  all  a  stranger  I 
the  fact  that  he  has  made  great  strides  l)oth  in  Old  England  awl 
New  England,  which  he  has  effected  by  drawing  many  to  his 
and  to  Ids  doctrine;  but  that  no  more  proves  its  rectitude  tluin 
the  succejss  of  E,  H.  the  truth  of  his  doctrine.     They  were  both 
doubtedly  sagacious  and  skilful  in  gathering  many  to  thera^elve*! 
much  less  so  perhaps  than  was  Absalom,  who  found  raejsins  to  bfing 
more  men  to  the  field  than  could  David  the  Lord's  anointed.    But 
ever  many  and  able  the  adherents  of  Elias  iJicks  or  J.  J.  G»ira< 
either  party  has  not  adventured  to  attempt  a  reconciliation  of  ibeir 
spective  doctrines  with  those  of  Friends,  in  a  public  manner  •  thoc 
often  desired  to  do  so,  that  all  might  know  and  understand  the  iropro< 
ment  which  they  profess  has   been   made  ufHvn   the  first  principN' 
Friends.     Thus  having  utterly  declined,  and   continuing  to  do  §0,1 
ample   testimony  against   their   sincerity  in   Friends*  doctrines; 
esfMScially  when  we  see  so  much  evasion  and  reserve  in  their  ooni 
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sions  of   tjur    f'aitli,   leAving   so    tuatiy    loopfioles?    through    which   to 
escape. 

Thou  iippi-ovcs  the  conclusion  to  which  I  had  come  noi  to  attend 
Sleetings  for  Discipline  here  ;  a  conchision  arrived  at  hefore  leaving 
America,  pruvti]**d  tiling.'*  here  were  no  hotter  than  I  expected.  We 
had  the  opportunity  of  otTering  ourselves  for  such  Mitendance  before  our 
first  coming  to  London,  but  made  no  such  attempt.  Again  thou  sayS) 
"  At  the  same  time  I  ciiunot  reconcile  with  such  admission  ihy  cooiinu- 
mg  to  oiler  ihy  miiii>try  to  those  who  loved  and  honored  d.  J.  Gumey, 
and  arce|)t  his  wriling!*."'  But  i*  it  a  mystery  to  thec»  friend  John,  that 
the  Lord's  meji^engers  should  ever  have  been  sent  to  preach  lo  those 
in  former  times  ditlering  from  them  in  opinion?  and  especially  if  that 
difference  of  opinion  involved  false  doctrines  or  led  to  erroneous  prac- 
tices ?  Was  it  not  always  the  purpose  in  preaching  the  gospel,  and 
does  it  not  remain  so,  to  reclaim  men  from  wDjng  things,  as  well  as  to 
inculcate  the  right?  wiih  which  if  thou  art  unable  to  reconcile  my 
practice,  so  I  am  no  better  able  to  reconcile  thy  views  witli  Scriptare 
testimony  and  practice  until  thou  makes  it  out  tliat  the  Guniey  people 
are  whole  und  need  no  physician. 

Thou  iniimiites  that  I  am  not  a  member  of  the  Society ;  but  by  what 
anthority  ?  and  by  what  authority  do  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  make 
the  same  assertion  ?  Unly  by  an  ex  parte  authority,  never  having  oflli- 
ciaily  asoertained  by  an  examination  of  the  New  England  case  them- 
selves; and  therefore  how  is  it  that  thou  or  they  should  be  so  uncivil 
towards  Philmlelphia  Yearly  Meeting,  a."*  lo  contradict  them  flaily  and 
plainly  in  the  decision  of  the  C4ise  which  ihey  have  availed  ihemselved 
of  the  means  of  understantJing,  whilst  you  have  not — they  have  declared 
me  lo  be  a  member  and  entitled  to  all  tlie  rights  and  privileges  thereto 
pertaining,  and  hnvc  [iructically  carried  out  that  decision  by  receiving 
me  both  in  their  yearly,  and  other  meetings  lor  worship  and  discipline 
as  a  minister  ol  the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  therefore  such  allegations  as 
are  brought  against  me  here,  in  this  respect,  are  of  no  consequence 
to  me,  liowever  they  may  afiect  other;^.  But  wilt  thou  blame  mo  for 
not  being  siitisticd  with  the  proceeding.s  of  your  Meeting  for  Sufferings 
in  attempting  to  prevent  the  accompli-shment  of  a  concern  which  my 
blessed  Master  has  laid  upon  me;  tliat  Is,  to  visit  hia  people  in  this 
land,  for  the  purpose  of  upholding  the  doctrines  and  testimonies  which 
in  his  good  Providence  he  mvived  and  gave  to  our  worthy  predecessors, 
and  rci|uiied  of  ihem  to  fciU[>[Kjrt  ?  But  I  have  no  personal  controversy 
with  any  man  or  body  of  men  ;  yet  do  not  admit  of  the  |J4ipal  opinion, 
to  wit,  that  the  church  as  it  is,  cannot  err  ;  nor  does  it  appear  that  thou 
hast  ;uJopted  that  opinion  for  all  limeSj  inasmuch  as  the  Ixxly  was  al- 
ways made  up  of  individuals  ;  taking  the  ground,  as  I  undei-^taud  thee, 
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tbat  eveiy  man,  even  in  the  church,  b  or  was  a  liar ;  ,but  however  tliou 
mayest  be  willing  to  include  our  early  Friends  in  such  a  sweeping  de- 
mmcirition,  thou  might  probably  he  inclined  to  spare  the  prt^.*ent  Yearlj 
Meetini]^  and  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  from  the  imputation  of  varia- 
bleness or  shadow  of  turning. 

Thou  impliest  that  I  am  in  the  practice  of  interrupting  meetings  for 
divine  worship  by  preaching  in  theni,  but  I  suppose  thou  wouldst 
agree  that  if  commis.sioned  by  the  Head  of  (he  church  so  to  speak  ia 
them,  that  it  wou!d  not  be  deemed  an  interruption  to  such  solemnity  ; 
but  as  tliou  hast  not  been  present  on  any  «uch  occasion,  I  would  ask 
would  it  not  be  well  for  tliee  to  refrain  from  judging? 

To  prove  J.  J.  Gumey  to  have  been  anointed  thou  cites  me  to  a  pas- 
sage of  Scripture  recommended  by  sonic  one  in  relation  to  his  standing, 
and  which  was  told  to  thee,  viz :  **  Touch  not  mine  anointed,  and  do  my 
prophet  no  harm;'*  The  very  same  words  were  once  quoted  in  my 
hearing  by  a  Friend  then  of  eminent  standing  in  America,  for  the  pui^ 
pose  of  screening  Eliaa  Hicks  from  the  judgment  of  Truth. 

And  now  a  word  upon  thy  concluding  paragraph  :  thou  sayest 
"holding  the  foregoing  sentiments,"  and  no  doubt  anxious  to  sustain 
them,  that  "thou  believcst  witli  sorrow  that  I  have  been  long  warring 
uniler  very  mistaken  feelings,  and  art  led  to  desire  much  that  I  may 
at  once  lay  down  my  weapons,"  &c.  There  is  no  marvel,  that  this 
shouhl  be  thy  belief,  not  knowing  or  perceiving  by  reiison  of  the  appar- 
ent darkness  into  which  the  new  views  have  necessarily  plunged  thee, 
whether  the  weapons  of  a  Cbrisiian^ti  warfare  are  carnal  or  spiritual,  by 
any  internal  evidence.  But  I  desire  that  the  blessed  Me?isenger  of  the 
new  covenant  may  bretdt  into  thy  soul  with  a  powerful  beam  of  bia 
heavenly  presence,  in  such  manner  as  that  thou  mayest  clearly  see 
the  mystery  of  iniquity,  whereby  the  enemy  is  striving  to  turn  thi:i 
people  back  again  to  the  Eiouse  whence  they  came  out. 
Thy  friend  and  wellwisber, 

John  WiLBtm. 


Note. — Instead  of  proving  J.  J*  G.  to  be  sound  by  quoting  bis  doc- 
trines, thou  hast  brought  to  view  the  vague  sentiments  of  his  votarie-s ; 
but  I  would  advert  briefly  to  the  sentiments  of  that  devoted  and  faith- 
ful servant  of  Christ,  Thomas  ShilUtoe,  who  had  known  his  coui'se  of 
life  from  his  youth  and  had  read  his  writings.  He  said  in  his  last 
sickness,  "  I  declare  that  J.  J.  G.  is  an  Episcopalian,  not  a  Quaker." 
And  the  editor  of  a  fK>rioclical  in  Boston,  who  had  been  furnished  wilh 
his  books,  declared  his  doctrines  to  be  as  dilferent  from  those  of  the 
Society  of  Friends  as  Calvinism  is  different  from  Anninianism ;  and 
this  he  said  without  expressing  his  assent  to>  or  dissent  from  either 
of  those  extremes. 
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We  went  by  rail,  after  sunset,  sixty-eight  miles,  to  Moate, 
where  our  dear  friend  John  G.  Sargent  met  U8,  and  look  ua 
avQ  miles  further,  to  his  residence  at  Hall,  aod  staying  there 
over  seventh  day^  we  went  with  them  to  their  meeting  at 
Moate,  where  I  largely  bore  witness  to  the  apostasies,  through 
the  devices  of  the  enemy,  that  had  always  followed  a  reforma- 
tion, or  recovery  of  any  portion  of  the  people,  from  a  lapsed 
condition  ;  and  closed  the  list  by  referring  to  a  lapse  from 
principle  now  prevailing  in  the  Society  of  Friends,  drawing 
them  away  from  the  most  advanced  and  dignitied  ground, 
whereunto  the  Lord,  in  his  Providence,  had  called  any  peo- 
ple in  modern  times ;  and  however  the  enemy  is  wanting 
in  power,  he  resorts  to  lies  and  deceitful  devices,  in  order  to 
lure  away  this  people  from  that  holy  and  honorable  ground 
on  which  their  doctrines  and  testimonies  are  founded.  And 
seeing,  how  by  such  devices,  he  has  corrupted  the  Lord's 
people,  subsequent  to  every  effort  wliich  he  lias  made  for  the 
recovery  of  men  from  their  evil  ways,  it  is  of  great  moment 
to  us  that  we  make  a  firm  stand  against  these  devices  of  the 
enemy,  in  his  attempts  to  introduce  an  apostasy  into  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends,  as  he  had  done  into  the  church  of  God  in 
former  ages. 

We  attended  their  meeting  at  Moate  again  on  fourth 
day,  in  which  I  liad  good  open  service  for  the  Truth,  suit- 
able to  iheir  condition,  as  I  believe.  On  lifth  day  we  left 
Hall,  and  went  back  to  Dublin,  and  tarried  all  night  at  Joseph 
Glaiser's,  who,  with  his  wife,  treated  us  with  great  kindness, 
John  G.  Sargent  being  with  us,  having  kindly  undertaken  to 
accompany  us  as  far  as  Watcrford.  On  sixth  day  we  went 
by  rail  to  Clonmel,  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  miles,  and 
took  lodgings  at  an  inn,  and  on  first  day  morning,  the  21st,  I 
had,  in  their  meeting,  an  open  and  enlarged  testimony  on  the 
doclTine  of  Christ  being  the  messenger  of  the  new  covenant, 
and  on  other  Christian  doctrines,  but,  in  the  afternoon,  was 
silent.  On  second  day,  left  Clonmel  and  werjt  to  Waterford. 
and  lodged  at  an  inn,  and  on  tliird  day  took  boat  for  Bristol, 
where  we  landed  on  fourth  day,  between  1  and  2  p.  m.,  hav- 
ing had  a  comfortable  passage.  We  put  up  at  an  inn,  and 
felt  very  thankful  in  being  preserved  in  crossing  the  water  in 
these  perilous  times,  many  vessels  and  ships  at  sea  having 
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of  late  been  lost,  through  the  violence  of  the  wind  and  stoims. 
This  passage  from  Waterford  to  Briatol  is  called  about  two 
hundred  luid  twenty  miles* 

Fifth  day  morniiig^  the  25th,  Henry  Hunt  sent  a  carriage 
and  took  us  to  his  house  {his  wife  being  an  old  acquaintance). 
We  had  much  conversatitJii  on  the  state  of  things  in  the  So- 
ciety. Bhe  professes  to  hold  fast  the  original  doctrines  of 
Friends,  yet  is  so  inconsistent  as  to  say  that  she  thinks  there 
is  very  little  in  Gurney's  doctrines  tliat  varies  from  the  ancient 
principles  of  Friends,  and  also  professes  to  believe  that  J.  J* 
G*  was  a  good  Christian — air  idea  that  has  been,  with  so  much 
pains  circulated  everywhere,  that  even  some  pretty  sound 
Friends  have  been  made  to  believe  it,  and  this,  notwithstand- 
ing the  manifest  inconsistency  and  hypocrisy  by  which  he  waa 
marked,  in  professing  to  hold  to  the  ancient  principles  of 
Friends,  as  he  was  sometimes  compelled  to  do  to  maintain 
his  standing,  while,  at  the  game  time,  he  labored  so  hard  to 
undermine  and  overthrow  many  of  their  most  valued  and  dis- 
tinguishing doctrines, 

On  sixth  day  attended  their  mid-week  meeting — small^and, 
on  my  part,  silent;  but  divers  were  starting  up  and  speaking, 
as  I  thought,  to  no  profit.  After  meeting,  went  home  with 
William  Tanner,  who  married  Sarah,  the  only  one  remaining 
of  Daniel  Wheeler's  children.  We  stayed,  and  attended  their 
morning  meeting  on  first  day,  which  was  large,  and  strength 
and  understanding  were  afforded  to  preach  the  gospel  in  the 
authority  of  Truth,  and  much  to  the  softening  of  those  who 
were  our  opposers,  some  of  whom  had  previously  requested  us 
to  desist  from  pursuing  our  prospect  any  forther.  On  second 
day  morning  E.  Hunt  sent  for  us  again  to  her  house,  and  ap- 
peared desirous  of  an  alliance,  and  of  signing  conditions  of 
peace,  and  labored  to  make  me  believe  that  their  best  minb- 
ters  preached  just  such  doctrines  as  I  did  there  the  day  before, 
She  was  apparently  very  atfectionate,  and  I  spoke  kindly  to 
her,  hoping  she  had  received  some  benefit  by  our  visit.  Sec- 
ond day  afternoon,  tlie  3l)th,  went  to  Bath,  and  next  day  was  at 
their  mid-week  meeting— on  fourth  day  at  Melksham,  and  on 
fifth  day  at  Reading,  all  open,  favored  meetings,  and  wisdom 
was  given  to  preach  the  gospel  with  clearness  and  in  Divine 
authority,  and,  truly,  there  is  an  evident  increase  of  openneae 
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to  receive  tis.  At  Reading  they  were  very  desirous  that  we 
would  atop  and  attend  another  meeting  with  them,  but  our 
arrangements  having  been  made,  and  word  sent  forward,  and 
the  minds  of  Friends  here  left  under  very  good  feelings,  we 
thought  best  to  go  forward.  We  came  to  Croydon  on  seventh 
day,  the  4th  of  second  month,  and  attended  both  their  meet* 
ings  on  first  day.  In  the  morning  I  was  largely  engaged  in 
delivering  the  Truth  among  them,  much  to  the  comfort  of  the 
honest-hearted — the  savor  of  life  unto  life  to  them,  but  of 
death  onto  death  to  those  who  are  lost.  In  the  afternoon  I 
had  nothing  to  otTer  among  them. 

On  second  day>  the  6th,  came  to  London,  and  put  up  again 
at  William  Hughes's,  in  Scott's  Yard,  and  on  third  day  waa 
at  their  mid-week  meeting,  at  Southwark,  London,  which 
was  very  small,  compared  to  its  numbers  twenty-one  years 
ago;  and  however  low  things  were  felt  to  be,  and  out  of 
order,  yet  I  had  a  lively  opening  in  the  gospel,  and  was  en- 
abled to  set  things  home  to  the  witness  for  God  in  themselves 
and  the  Truth  was  raised  into  dominion,  to  the  comfort  of 
Friends  and  shame  of  mine  enemies;  and  one  Thomas  Norton, 
an  elder,  was  constrained  to  acknowledge  the  overshadowing 
of  the  presence  of  the  Saviour,  and  said  that,  although  he  waa 
one  of  tiiose  who  issued  the  Circular,  and  which  he  would  still 
recommend  to  my  consideration,  yet  he  could  but  say  that  he 
hoped  I  should  be  favored  to  get  safely  home,  and  experience 
the  reward  of  peace.  On  fourth  day,  the  8th,  went  to  the 
Peel  meeting,  in  the  city,  where  a  Friend  expressed  a  thank- 
fulness that  I  had  not  passed  them  by.  We  had  an  open, 
searching  time,  and  the  gospel  current  flowed  freely*  Jacob 
Post,  an  elder,  who  sits  at  the  head  of  this  meeting,  invited 
us  home  with  him,  and  entertained  us  very  kindly,  and  his 
sister  was  also  truly  kind.  He  is  in  his  eightieth  year,  and 
very  intelligent.  We  had  much  interesting  conversation  on 
the  state  of  things  in  tlie  Society;  and,  although  he  is  not 
fnlly  aware  of  the  imminent  danger  in  which  the  Society  is 
involved,  yet  appears  to  be  sound  himself  in  our  doctrines, 
and  says  that  J.  J.  Ciurney  was  idolized  by  Friends  in  this 
country.  He  has  published  several  small  volumes  upon  the 
doctrines  of  Friends.  On  parting,  he  freely  expressed  a  de- 
sire that  the  blessing  of  Heaven  might  rest  upon  rae,  and  that 
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I  might  reach  my  home  in  safety.  On  fifth  day,  the  9th,  went 
to  Stoke-Newington  meeting,  and  never  was  greater  favor 
vouchsafed  to  me  than  on  this  occa:*ion,  as  1  believe  ;  for  truly, 
as  David  naid^  *'  the  Lord  showed  me  a  token  for  good,  that 
mine  enemies  mi^ht  see  it  and  be  ashamed ;  '^  and  the  gospel 
doctrine8  ran  forth  through  me,  (wlio  feel  myself  to  be,  for 
meanness^  but  as  a  trumpt-t  of  a  ram's  horn,)  with  great  clear^ 
ness,  and  with  life  and  power;  and  whilst  the  creature  is 
humbled,  the  Lord's  great  and  holy  name  is  to  be  magnified, 
for  to  him  alone  all  glory  and  honor  is  due,  world  without 
end,  amen  ! 

And  now  I  feel  easy  to  leave  the  metropolis,  tridy  thankful 
to  the  God  and  Father  of  all  our  siu"e  mercies  that  he  has  been 
pleased  to  regard  my  low  estate,  and  to  give  me  strength  and 
courage  to  speak  boldly  in  his  holy  name  to  [lis  backslidden 
people  in  this  great  city  and  its  neighborhood.  Friends  here  are 
greatly  reduced  in  numbers  since  my  visit  to  them  twenty- 
one  years  ago,  and  the  vitality  and  spirit  of  true  religion 
greatly  lost  and  departed  from  since  the  coming  in  of  the  pres- 
ent century;  and  I  have  a  fearful  apprehension  that  unless  a 
greater  concern  should  be  awakened,  to  the  raising  up  of  a 
remnant  of  more  honest  and  faithful  standard-bearers,  that 
the  Lord's  holy  testimonies  wiM  be  lost  in  this  city,  if  not  in 
this  kingdom. 

On  seventh  day,  the  11th,  went  to  Birmingham,  and  lodged 
at  William  SouthalFs,  and  on  the  day  folio  wing  attended 
their  fore  and  afternoon  meetings.  The  promise  of  mouth 
and  wisdom  was  mercifully  fultilled,  and  strength  was  given 
to  preach  the  ancient  doctrines  of  pure  Christianity  in  both 
meetings,  to  my  great  relief  of  a  burden  concerning  this  place, 
and  to  much  solid  peace  and  satisfaction  ;  nevertheless,  there 
is  little  hope  of  a  succession  of  faithful  Friends  here.  On  sec- 
ond day,  went  to  Bakewell,  and  stayed  there  and  rested  until 
the  25th  of  second  month,  when  we  took  coach  and  came  to 
Manchester,  and  on  first  day  attended  their  fore  and  afternoon 
meetings,  and  I  was  largely  opened  in  declaring  the  truths 
of  the  gospel  of  life  and  salvation,  in  both  of  those  meet- 
ings; and  the  few  honest-hearted,  faithful  believers  in  vital 
Christianity  were  refreshed  and  strengthened.  Stopped  here 
again  at  dear  H.  Harrison's.    On  third  day,  the  28th,  we  came 
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to  Liverpool,  and  took  lodgings  with  our  dear  friend  Elizabeth 
Waterhouse,  a  widow,  and  the  daughter  of  my  former  dear 
friend  George  Crosfield.  Sat  through  their  painful  meeting 
on  fifth  day,  in  silence,  which  is  held  by  and  under  the  control 
of  those  who  do  not  believe  in  many  of  the  fiindamental  doc- 
trines of  Friends,  In  this  large  meeting,  there  are  perha[}s  not 
more  than  three  or  four  sound  Friends^,  of  whom  Marsraret 
Crosfield  is  the  chief. 

We  have  agreed  for  a  passage  to  America  on  board  the 

iamship  Arabia,  to  sail  on  seventh  day,  the  4th.  On  the 
morning  of  this  day,  we  went  to  the  duek,  Elizabeth  Water- 
house  bearing  us  company,  and  were  conveyed  Ity  a  tender  to 
the  steamer,  which  lay  some  distance  off  in  the  harbor,  where 
she  remained  till  twelve  o'clock,  when  we  parted  with  dear 
E.  W.  ajid  two  men  Friends,  who,  with  many  other  people, 
went  on  shore,  and  we  were  immediately  under  way,  and 
soon  at  sea,  but  did  not  lose  eight  of  Ireland  until  the  next 
afternoon. 

We  had  a  pretty  rough,  boisterous  passage  of  twelve  days 
and  thirteen  hours,  experiencing  one  very  heavy  gale ;  I  was 
seasick  most  of  the  time.  W"e  landed  in  Boston  on  the  17th 
of  3d  month,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Went,  the  same 
afternoon,  by  railway,  to  Fall  River,  where  my  children  and 
friends  were  rejoiced  to  see  us.  Stayed  here  and  attended  their 
meetings  on  first  day,  in  both  which  I  iiad  good  o[>en  service. 
On  second  day,  went  by  boat  to  Pro%^idence,  and  visited  ray 
children  thereaway,  and  on  third  day,  the  21st^  came  to  West^ 
erly,  visiting  my  children  and  friends  there,  and  next  day 
reached  my  home  at  Hopkinton. 

And  now,  on  a  retrospective  view  of  this  visit  and  service 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  it  appears  to  have  been  the  most 
interesting  and  important  of  any  mission,  service,  or  work 
that  has  ever  been  called  for  at  my  hands.  And,  through  the 
obedience  of  faith,  it  has  been  attended  to  and  accomplished, 
BOW  in  my  advanced  age,  by  and  through  the  help  of  Him 
who  thereunto  called,  and  put  forth  and  went  before ;  giving 
mouth  and  wisdom,  agreeably  to  his  own  gracious  promise, 
which  mine  enemies  were  not  able  to  gainsay,  or,  in  effect,  t^ 
witlistand.  And  this  was  witnessed  by  keeping  to  his  injunc- 
tion, of  wholly  trusting  in  him,  and  not  meditating  beforehand 
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what  1  should  say,  when  about  to  attend  a  meet 
therein  waiting  on  him  for  direction,  whether  to  vocal 
or  to  keep  silenee ;  beings  as  I  trust,  fully  resigQed  to  eii 
and  waiting  for  an  opening  thereto,  if  Irideed  his  will 
that  I  should  speak  in  a  meeting.    Hence,  the  will  of  the 
being  out  of  the  question,  and  my  trust  in  him  alooet  he 
been  pleased  to  work,  even  through  a  weak  instruineot, 
and  through  his  own  strength,  and  in  the  deraonstratioa 
his  own  power,  and  under  the  guidance  of  his  own 
and  heavenly  wisdom,  to  the  confounding  of  mine  enei 
and   to   the    strengthening    and    sweet  refreshment  of 
friends- 

I  was  persuaded,  before  leaving  my  own  home,  that  the 
greater  ptirpo.se  of  my  going  to  Europe  at  this  time  was  tk 
public  promulgation  of  the  primitive  Christian  doctrines, « 
seen  and  held,  and  most  surely  believed,  by  Friends,  from  t!i« 
first  down  to  our  own  time  ;  and  that  in  the  life,  and  powei, 
and  sufficiency  which,  I  had  faith  to  believe,  the  great  Min- 
ister of  the  sanctuary  would  give,  it  was  that  the  object  of 
such  a  mission  could  be  accomplished,  and  his  honor  and 
righteous  testimonies  sustained  ; — knowing,  that,  after  all 
the  labor  bestowed,  it  is  God  alone  that  can  prosper  the 
work  and  give  the  increase,  keep  and  enable  those  to  be 
on  their  way  whose  minds  have  been  quickened  and 
newed  in  and  Uirough  the  life  that  is  in  Christ,  and  wl 
is  the  light  of  Christ  in  men,  and  the  power  of  the  e^ 
iijg  gospel. 

But  whether  this  or  that  shall  prosper,  the  Lord  knoi 
and  although  great  my  concern  for  the  holding  fast  of 
honest-hearted,  it  sufficeth  me,  that  my  divine  Master 
in  his  own  gracious  goodness,  accepted,  so  far  as  I  can 
the  devotion  and  services  thus  rendered,  as  being  acceptal 
to  him ;  in  which  hope  my  joy  is  full,  and  sweet  peace 
unmerited  portion ;  and  the  language  of  the  Psalmist  is 
inward  song,  "  Give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  O  my 
his  mercy  endureth  forever!  " 


[The  following  letter  written  soon  aft^r  his  return  from 
visit,  will  serve  further  to  show  the  feeling  of  satisfaction 
peace  with  which  he  looked  on  it  in  the  retrospect] 
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HopkmtoOf  51h  mo.,  lath,  UG4. 


Although,  my  dear  friend,  I  do  sometimes  nearly  come  to  want,  and 
necessarily  so»  for  the  frequently  remiiwling-  nie  of  wlience  all  good 
comethy  as  also  of  my  own  poverty  and  wretchedness,  without  the  im- 
mediate  supplies  from  the  Fountain  of  all  good ;  yet  when  permitted 
to  look  back  upon  my  Intc  joumeyj  and  a  little  to  realize  the  marvel- 
lous and  giacious  preservations  of  infinite  goodness,  amid  the  dangers 
which  awaited  us,  by  sea  and  by  land,  atid  through  (he  enmity  of  false 
brethren,  and  subtleties  of  an  enemy's  assaults  upon  untried  ground,  I 
peem  to  be  lost  in  admimtion  of  the  goodness  of  God,  extended  to  an 
nnworthy  creature,  and  leading  to  language  like  some  on  record  i 
**  Give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  oh  !  my  souJ^  for  his  mercies  endure  for- 
ever." A  sense  had  often  before  l>een  given  me,  when  in  the  field, 
that  preservation  could  not  be  witnessed  without  the  guardian  care  of 
the  blessed  Shepherd ;  and  now,  when  greater  perils  were  to  be  met 
with  than  I  harl  ever  before  experienced  I  was  drivenj  the  more  entirely 
and  devotedly,  unto  the  only  Helper  of  his  poor  trembling  messengers, 
whom  he  sendeth  tbrlh  as  lambs  among  wolves,  (never  before  so  fully 
realized,)  lo  trust  in  him,  and  to  depend  entirely  upon  him  for  mouth, 
and  wisdom,  and  strength.  And  blessed  be  the  name  of  llim  who 
promised  those  whom  he  sent  forth,  when  per^nally  with  them,  "And 
I  will  be  a  mouth  and  wisdom  unto  you,  which  your  adversaries  shall 
not  he  aide  to  gjiinsay  or  oonderan/'  Truly,  it  was  only  through  the 
fulfilment  of  this  gracious  promise,  that  \ve  were  favored  to  obtjiin  the 
victory  in  so  many  instances ;  nor  did  he  ever  fail  to  help  me  in  keep- 
ing to  his  commandment^  not  ta  premeditate  heforehand ;  and  to  the 
praise  of  his  great  name,  I  can  say,  that  I  had  never  before  so  little 
cause  to  regret  nnythuig  that  tran^ipircrT,  as  on  the  late  occasion,  the 
consideration  of  which  bring?*  consolation  and  peace  of  mind.  And 
although  feeling  very  peacefuU  in  having,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  done  what 
was  called  for  at  ray  hands,  the  nsefiilness  of  the  work,  and  the  keep- 
ing of  those  minds  which  have  been  renewedly  stirred  up  to  revert  to 
first  principles,  and  the  importance  of  cleaving  to  them,  must  be  left  to 
Him  whoi^c  blessing  only  can  [irosper  the  labors  of  his  messengers. 

Under  (he  circumstances  attending  my  service  in  those  large  meet- 
ings in  England,  that  of  seeking  for  or  desiring  to  address  them  with 
enticing  words,  was  entirely  out  of  the  question ;  but  that  which  was 
47 
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desired  and  asked  for,  was,  undei-standing  and  strength  ;  whidu  ibrtniw)i 
the  Lonirs  mercy,  wero  not  withheld  on  any  occasion  when  la!:»or  w» 
required.         •         •         •         ♦ 

In  much  near  and  affectionate  love  to  thyself,  and  family,  and  to  afl 
de^ir  inquiring  friends,  as  if  named,  I  conclude,  and  ajn  tliy  friend, 

JonK  WiLurB. 

[After  the  accomplishrnent  of  this  last  visit  to  GJreat  BntaiBi 
calmness  and  peace  were  eminently  the  clothing  of  his  spirit; 
yet  his  solicitude  for  the  preservation  of  Friends  upon  the 
ancient  Foondation  contijiued  unabated — being  manifested 
by  visiting  some  and  writing  to  othcrjj,  under  the  constraiaifig 
influence  of  the  love  of  Christ, 

He  kept  no  further  record  or  journal  of  his  life,  but  feeling 
that  his  labors  and  trials  were  nearly  concluded,  he  calrafy 
awaited  the  summons  from  works  to  rewards  with  an  nnfal- 
tering  trust  that  a  mansion  of  eternal  rest  was  prepared  ki 
him.  After  a  short  illness,  he  died  in  great  peace  on  the  1st 
of  5th  month,  1856,  at  the  house  of  his  son-in-law,  Thoiuw 
Foster,  with  whom  he  resided  after  the  death  of  bis  beloved 
companion  in  1852.] 

The  following  memorial  concerning  him  was  issaed  b/ 
South  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting: — 


/HnMlH 


Testimony  of  South  King-sion  Monthly  Meeting'  of 
concerning  John  Wilbur^  late  of  Eopkinton,  IL  /.,  deceased 

"  Tlte  viem&ry  ofthejnst  is  blessed;^*  and  it  has  ever  been 
the  concern  of  those  to  whom  the  cause  of  Truth  is  dear,  i^ 
perpetuate  the  remembrance,  and  to  preserve  memorials  oi 
the  lives  of  such  as  have  devoted  themselves  to  its  service ; 
whose  chief  concern  was  to  be  found  "  walking  in  the  foot- 
steps of  the  flock  of  Christ's  companions,"  and  by  exaraplCf** 
well  as  precept,  to  persuade  others  to  persevere  in  the  path- 
way of  holiness,  the  end  of  which  is  everlasting  life.  While 
acknowledging  our  obligation  submissively  to  acquiesce  i* 
every  dispensation  of  divine  Providence,  in  the  assurance  tM* 
he  doeth  all  things  weU,  yet  the  removal  of  such  dedi  '  ' 
laborers  from  the  church  militant  has  ever  been  felt  as  ^ 
to  survivors;  and  more  especially  has  this  been  realiztjd  a-^ 
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periods  of  great  degeneracy,  and  when,  because  of  the  abound- 
ing of  iniquity,  the  love  of  many  has  waxed  cold,  and  the  way 
of  Truth  is  evil  spoken  of. 

Regarding  the  present  as  peculiarly  such  a  time,  oar  minds 
are  deeply  impressed  under  a  sense  of  the  loss  we  have  sus- 
tained, in  the  removal  from  works  to  rewards  of  our  late  be- 
loved friend,  John  Wilbur;  and  we  believe  it  right  for  us  to 
hand  down  to  posterity  our  testimony  to  the  excellency  of  his 
character,  and  to  his  eminent  services  in  the  cause  of  Truth 
aod  righteousness  in  the  earth. 

He  was  born  at  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  17th  of  seventh  month, 
1774.  He  was  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Wilbur;  who 
were  exemplary  niembers  and  elders  of  our  religious  Scjciety, 
and  were  concerned  to  bring  up  their  children  conforniably  to 
its  principles  and  discipline.  Few  particulars  of  his  childhood 
having  been  preserved,  we  pass  over  this  season  with  a  few 
remarks  thereon,  written  by  himself  at  a  later  period*  "  Re- 
garding what  is  pastj  I  may  say,  that  the  guarded  care  of  my 
parentis — a  constant  attendance  of  religious  meetings,  and  an 
attention  to  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  were  a  great  help 
to  my  rnind  in  preparing  the  way  tor,  and  directing  my  atten- 
tion to  the  saving  principle  of  divine  grace  within;  the  re- 
straining power  of  which,  1  became  acquaiiited  with  in  very 
early  lite.  And  I  feel  constrained  to  bear  testimony  to  its 
•fficacy  and  sutficicncy  in  elfecting  the  work  of  the  regenera- 
tion and  salvation  of  all  who  yield  to  its  reforming  power.'* 
From  this,  as  well  as  from  the  corroborating  statements  of 
others  who  knew  him  at  this  period,  we  learn  that  he  was  a 
youth  of  exemplary  deportment  and  religiously  inclined  from 
early  life.  When  about  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Lydia,  daughter  of  Amos  and  Thankful  Col- 
lins, with  whom  he  lived  in  great  harmony  and  conjugal 
afiection  nearly  sLxty  years,  until  her  death,  wliich  occurred 
about  three  years  before  his  own. 

He  Jirst  appeared  in  the  ministry  in  the  thirty-sixth  year  of 
his  age,  and  continuing  to  grow  in  his  gift,  and  his  ofierings 
therein  being  satisfactory  to  his  friends,  he  was  acknowledged 
a  minister  not  long  after;  and  being  careful  to  attend  to  the 
monitions  of  the  heavenly  Teacher,  he  becanje  an  eminent 
instrument  in  the  Divine  hand  for  promulgating  the  glorious 
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triitlis  of  the  gospel  of  life  and  salvation  to  hfs  fellov 
He  was  ardently  attached  to  the  principles  of  the  religi< 
Society  of  which  he  was  a  member,  not  otiij  on  accoont 
their  accordancy  with  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  with  the 
cepta  and  example  of  his  parents,  for  both  which  he  had 
veneration ;  but   from    a   living   experimental    knowledge 
their  truth  and  efficacy  in  preserving  those  who  embrace 
live  up  to  them  from  the  snares  of  the  enemy  and  the  cott- 
tamination  of  the  world  ;  enabling  them  to  meet  with  calm- 
ness luid  resignation  all  the  vicissitudes  and  exigencies  of  life, 
and  leading  in  the  end  to  tlie  haven  of  everlasting  rest  and 
peace-     He  believed  that  they  embrace  the  whole  great  and 
glorioua  plan  of  redemption,  as  unfolded  in  the  New  T 
ment.    Hence,  he  was  a  firm  believer,  not  only  in  the  tl: 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  aJI  that  he  M 
for  us  without  na,  in  that  prepared  body  in  which  he  came  to 
do  his  Father's  will,  wherein  he  tasted  death  for  every 
and  suffered  the  just  for  the  unjust,  that  he  might  bring  us 
God,  blotting  out  the  handwriting  of  ordinances  which  wi 
against  us,  and  becoming  a  propitiation  for  sins  that  are  past, 
repented  of,  and  forsaken  ;  but  also  in  his  inward  and  spiritual 
ap[>earance  in  the  heart,  wherein  is  experienced  by  those  who 
truly  look  for  him,  his  second  coming  without  sin  unto  salva- 
tion ;  and  his  interposition  as  a  Bure  helper  and  deliverer  in 
preserving  ns  from  falling  into  the  like  thraldom  again*    This, 
with   our  worthy  forefathers,  he  regarded   as  the  ChriatiaJJ 
covenant,  consisting  of  two  parts ;   both  alike  essential,  smd 
neither  availing  without  the  other ;  but  both  together  con 
tuting  the  whole  great  plan  of  Christian  redemption. 

But  while  he  was  sound  in  the  Scripture  doctrines  alwa] 
held  by  true  Friends  from  tlie  beginning,  and  was  one 
whom  it  might  truly  be  said,  ^^  he  kept  the  faith, ^'  yet  he  fai 
not  to  enforce  the  necessity  of  good  works,  which  he  rcj 
as  the  genuine  fruits  of  a  /ivirig'  faith;  and  he  was  d 
concerned  to  be  found  living  up  to  his  profession,  raaintai 
ing  both  by  precept  and  example  the  importance  of  holim 
of  life,  and  that  a  mere  profession,  however  good,  will  ft^i 
nothing.     He  was  eminently  gifted  and  qualified  for  m«f' 
ness  in  the  administration  of  the  discipline,  and  managem< 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Society;  his  views  being  clear,  and 
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expression  of  them  generally  pertinent  and  to  the  point  And 
while  he  was  carefol  tliat  offenders  he  dealt  with  in  tender- 
ness and  meekness,  yet,  when  sMch  labors  of  love  failed,  he 
was  firm  and  decided  in  placing  the  judgment  of  Truth  over 
such,  and  often  expressed  a  concern,  lest,  through  weakness 
or  the  fear  of  man,  this  Important  part  should  be  neglected. 
He  was  an  example  of  humility,  plainness,  and  consistency 
in  his  daily  walk,  and  concerned  to  bring  up  his  children 
therein — combining,  with  gentleness  and  meekness,  firmnesa 
and  decision  ;  bringing  in  wholesome  restraint  to  the  aid  of 
persuasion  and  exhortation,  by  which,  tlirough  divine  help,  he 
was  remarkably  successful  in  bringing  up  a  large  family  of 
children  in  plainness  and  sobriety,  and  at  the  same  time  se- 
curing their  filial  love  and  tender  regard. 

He  was  a  diligent  attcnder  of  meetings  both  for  worship 
and  discipline,  seldom  failing  to  attend  them  in  due  course, 
unless  prevented  by  severe  ilhiess  of  himself  or  some  other  of 
his  family ;  and  it  was  his  uniform  practice  on  such  occasions 
to  take  his  family  with  him,  or  as  many  of  them  as  he  could 
with  convenience,  and  when  met  with  his  friends  for  the  sol- 
emn purpose  of  divine  worship,  the  weightiness  of  his  spirit 
while  reverently  waiting  on  the  Lord,  was  often  felt,  by  those 
who  were  present,  to  have  a  solemnizing  effect  on  the  meet- 
ing. When  he  arose  to  speak,  it  was  with  the  arising  of 
Divine  power ;  and  he  was  careful  not  to  run  before  his  guide, 
often  proceeding  slowly  and  with  great  deliberation,  minding 
the  stepping'Stoncs  as  he  proceeded  ;  but  when  it  pleased  his 
divine  Master,  as  was  often  the  case,  to  vouchsafe  an  open 
door  of  utterance,  he  appeared  as  an  eminent  and  powerful 
minister  of  Christ ;  and  it  might  be  truly  said  of  him^  that  his 
speech  and  iiis  preaching  were  not  with  enticing  words  of 
man^s  wisdom,  but  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit,  and  of 
power;  often  falling  upon  the  tried  and  penitent  soul  as  the 
gentle  rain,  or  distilling  as  the  silent  dew  ;  while,  to  the  rebel- 
lious and  disobedient,  it  was  as  the  fire  and  the  hammer, 
causing  them  to  tremble  under  a  sense  of  their  undone  con- 
dition, as  opened  to  their  view,  and  raising  the  query,  "  What 
shall  we  do  to  be  saved?" 

He  travelled  extensively  as  a  minister,  both  in  this  country 
and  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  winch  he  visited  twice, 
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only   surviving   his   return    from   the   last   visit    about 
years. 

Ill  addition  to  his  usual  occupation,  (the  cultivation  of  i 
small  farm,)  he  was  much  employed  by  the  cotnmutiity  as  a 
surveyor  of  land;  and  being  considered  very  capable  and  «o- 
cuiate  in  this  vocation,  he  was  often  sought  after,  as  well  on 
this  account  as  for  bis  uprightness  in  dealing,  intelligencet 
and  kindly  bearing  towards  all  with  whom  he  had  intercourse. 
To  these  characteristics,  may  be  added  a  cheerful  and  social 
disposition,  which  rendered  him  an  interesting  companioo; 
and  he  was,  so  far  as  is  known,  without  exception,  beloved 
and  respected  by  all  with  whom  he  thus  became  associated 
In  all  [lis  intercourse  with  his  fellow-men,  he  was  tniiy  a 
peacemaker  \  being  often  resorted  to  as  a  counsellor  in  caics 
of  dilficulty,  and  as  an  arbitrator  in  settling  disputes  amaag 
his  neighbors.    He  was  enabled,  by  the  soundness  of  his  judg^ 
ment  and  discrimination,  through  divine  assistance,  to  be  emi- 
nently serviceable  in  such  cases ;  and  the  confidence  of  his 
employers  in  his  integrity  and  impartiality  was  such,  that  lie 
was  enabled,  almost  virithout  exception,  not  only  to  escape 
the  censure  of  those  to  whom  he  decided  adverseiyi  but 
retain  their  friendship  and  respect 

Often,  with  the   approbation  of  his  friends,  he  appoint 
meetings  and  attended  funerals  among  those  of  other  denoi 
nations  within  his  own  county,  to  their  comfort  and  satij 
tion  J  which  was  frequently  acknowledged  on  their  be! 
and  tended  not  a  little  to  strengthen  their  love  and  regard 
him.     But  he  was  far  from  being  of  the  number  of  those  wl 
court  popular  favor  and  applause,  who  baulk  the  testiraouit 
of  Truth,  or  warp  them  to  suit  the  public  taste.     He  ei 
the  same  unbending  adherence  to  principle  in  all  compaai 
and  under  all  circumstances.     His  faithfulness  in  this 
as  with  many  others  in  different  ages  who  had  gone  bei 
brought  him  into  many  conflicts,  which,  however  severe, 
endured  with  unwavering  firmness  and  fidelity.    Of  these, 
far  the  most  trying  and  enduring  were  those  which  arose 
a  radical  departure  from  the  doctrines   and  testimonies 
Friends,  on  the  part  of  large  and  sweeping  numbers  in 
Society,  at  two  different  periods  during  his  life. 

The  promulgation  of  unsound  and  antichristian  d( 
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by  Eli  as  Hrckii  and  his  adherents  was  the  occasion  of  mucb 
sore  trial  to  him,  long  before  the  open  rupture  in  the  Society 
occasioned  thereby  ;  and  he  was  constrained  faithfully  to  bear 
his  testimony  against  this  spirit  of  unbelief,  in  all  ita  delusive 
appearances;  firmly  adhering  to  the  ancient  testimonies  of 
the  Society  in  regard  to  the  divinity  and  offices  of  our  blessed 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  and  laboring  in  the  ability 
afforded  him  to  counteract  the  desolating  effect  of  views  so 
derogatory  to  his  divine  character  and  atoning  sacrifice  for 
the  redemption  of  fallen  man.  But  in  maintaining  this  con- 
troversy, he  was  mercifully  preserved,  as  we  may  well  believe, 
tlurough  continued  reliance  upon  Him  on  whom  help  is  laid, 
from  running  into  error  on  the  other  hand,  of  which  there  is 
ever  great  danger  with  those  who  suffer  their  natural  feelings 
to  predominate,  and  are  remisjs  in  keeping  up  the  watch,  as 
we  have  had  lamentable  evidence  in  the  falling  away  of  many 
in  this  way,  who  escaped  the  wreck  of  the  first  storm. 

In  the  years  1831-2j  he  made  his  first  visit  to  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland;  where  he  soon  saw  the  working  of  a  spirit,  the 
tendency  of  which  appeared  to  him  to  be,  to  carry  the  Society 
back  towards  the  outward  and  literal  views  of  the  formal  pro- 
fessors of  the  day,  and,  if  unchecked,  to  land  its  members  on 
the  same  ground  from  which  our  faithful  predecessors  had 
first  taken  their  departure*  In  his  own  language,  he  **  saw,  or 
thought  he  saw,  the  great  subtlety  of  the  enemy,  in  taking 
advantage  of  the  Hicksite  heresy,  which  led  off  on  the  one 
side  from  the  true  doctrine,  working  on  the  minds  of  those 
who  were  the  most  prepared  to  forsake  the  original  ground  of 
vitality;  so  that  whilst  they  were  guarding  against  a  fatal 
lapse  on  the  one  hand,  he  might  the  more  easily  plunge  them 
into  another  as  destructive  on  the  other,— both  insidious  and 
defective  in  relation  to  the  true  faith  in  the  olfices  and  attri- 
butes of  the  Saviour  of  men."  As,  against  the  errors  of  Elias 
Hicks  and  his  followers,  so  against  these  unsound  views^  he 
felt  called  upon,  both  then  and  after  his  return  to  his  native 
land,  to  bear  his  testimony.  And  when,  a  few  years  after, 
Joseph  John  Gurney,  who  was  strongly  identified  with  these 
new  views,  (having  introduced  and  advocated  them  more  or 
less  openly  in  most  of  his  voluminous  writings,  and  thus  more 
th^ii  any  one  else  being  publicly  responsible  for  them,)  came 
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to  this  country  on  a  religious  visit,  our  beloved  firiend  took 
early  opportunity,  oil  his  arrival  in  New  England,  to  exj 
to  him  tlie  uneasiness  which  he  had  long  felt  with  raaoy 
the  views  thus  promulgated  in  his  printed  works,  now  spi 
abroad,  not  only  in  England  but  widely  in  this  country 
He  entreated  him  to  disavow  such  portions  of  them  as  w( 
not  in  accordance  with  the  ancient  and  weU-known  priuci| 
of  the  Society,  as  the  first  step  towards  opening  his  way 
service  amongst  us.     But  instead  of  complying  with  this 
quest,  or  in  any  way  making  satiisfaction,  he  entered 
defence  of  all  his  writings,  claiming  that  there  was  not 
unsound  in  them;  and  attempted  to  i^hield  himself  behind  tl 
certificate  which  he  brought  with  him.     This  being  the 
and  failing  to  prevail  on  the  Meeting  for  Sufierings  here, 
investigate  those  writings  and  decide  on  their  soundness,  hi 
felt  constrained,  as  an  individual,  from  a  sense  of  religi 
duty,  and  in  accordance  with  the  requirement  of  our 
pline,  to  warn  his  fellow-members  against  imbibing,  or  givi 
countenance  to  these  unsound  sentiments.    We  do  not  rej 
this  as  the  proper  place  to  detail  the  consequences  of 
faithfulness  of  out  dear  departed  friend  herein,  nor  is  it  m 
sary,  as  a  correct  account  thereof  has  already  been  publish* 
and  extensively  circulated.     Suffice  it  to  say,  that  araid 
sufferings  and  conllicts  consequent  thereon,  he  never  faitfi 
in  his  adherence  to  the  original  principles  and  testimonies 
the  Society  of  Friends,  as  held  and  maintained  by  Geor 
Fox,  Robert  Barclay,  and  their  co-laborers  in  the  beginning* 
and  died,  as  he  had  lived,  in  the  firm  belief  that,  in  adIieriDg 
to  them  through  evil  report  and  good  report,  he  had  not 
low^ed  cunningly  devised  fables,  but  pure,  living,  and  eteraPJ 
Truth.     And  it  may  truly  be  said  of  hira  as  of  Joseph, 
ciently, "  The  archers  have  sorely  grieved  him,  and  shot 
him,  ajid  hated  Mm ;  but  bis  bow  abode  in  strength,  and 
arms  of  his  hands  were   made  strong  by  the  hands  of  tbi 
mighty  God  of  Jacob." 

He  was  much  and  justly  valued  as  a  correspondent,  anfi 
his  labors  in  this  line  were  extensive  during  the  greater  pat 
of  his  life.  His  letters,  whether  descriptive,  didactic,  or  rel 
iousj  were  always  interesting;  but  the  latier  class  w^ere 
far  the  most  numerous ;   and  it  was  eminently  as  a  reJ 
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writer  that  he  excelled.  In  penning  his  viewB  on  subjects 
of  thi»  important  nature,  he  avoided  speculation,  and  went 
directly  to  the  point  of  vital  Christiunity.  The  continued  sup- 
port and  perpetuation  of  the  principles  and  tegtimonies  of 
Truth,  In  their  original  jnirity,  as  always  maintained  by  faith- 
ful Friends,  was  to  him  a  subject  of  paramount  importance; 
and  for  this  he  labored  abundantly,  both  orally  and  in  writ- 
ing; beitjg  often,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life^  bowed 
downi  under  deep  concern,  lest  they  should,  tlirough  the  love 
of  ease,  Jukewarmness,  and  the  speculative  propensities  of 
this  degenerate  age,  be  cast  aside  and  lost  to  the  world ;  than 
which  he  believed  a  greater  loss  could  scarcely  befall  the  fam- 
ily of  man. 

Owing  to  the  introduction  of  the  unsound  views  into  the 
Society  already  noticed,  much  that  he  wrote  during  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  was  of  a  controversial  nature ;  yet  few  men 
were  more  averse  to  controversy  for  its  own  sake,  or  more  in- 
clined to  avoid  it  ill  common  conversation,  unless  principle 
was  involved,  than  he ;  but  when  this  was  so,  whether  in  pub- 
lic or  in  private,  he  failed  not  to  defend  the  Truth  and  the 
right;  often  saying,  that  if  the  pure  and  unchangeable  prin- 
ciples of  Truth  cannot  be  maintained  without  controversy, 
then  now,  as  at  the  lirst,  they  must  be  maintained  by  contro- 
versy; that  faithful  and  upright  men  have  in  all  ages  kept  up 
a  controversy  against  error  and  corruption,  and  that  while  a 
succession  of  such  contirmes  to  be  raised  up,  and  error  and 
wrong  eontiime  in  the  earth,  so  long  this  controversy  must 
and  will  be  maintained. 

After  the  separation  in  New  England  Yearly  Meeting  was 
effected,  through  the  efforts  of  those  who  gave  their  support 
to  the  unsound  sentiments,  which  unhappily  included  many 
of  the  influential  characters  therein,  thus  causing  the  devasta- 
tion to  be  more  widely  spread  ;  he  labored  assiduously  for  the 
preservation  of  the  small  body  which  continued  to  adhere  to 
the  ancient  doctrines  of  the  Society,  and  for  that  of  the  hon- 
est-hearted in  other  parts  of  the  heritage,  under  a  concern  for 
whom,  he  visited  with  certificate,  many  of  the  meetings  within 
the  limits  of  New  York  Yearly  Meeting.  He  also  attended 
the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Philadelphia,  and  many  of  the  subor- 
dinate meetings  thereto  belonging,  greatly  to  the  comfort  of 
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the  sincere-hearted,  to  whom  the  ancient  festimonies  of  Truth 
were  stilJ  J  ear,  many  of  whom  were  under  sulTering  for  the 
caase  sake,  and  laboring  under  much  discouragement 

In  the  spring  of  18o3,  he  laid  before  his  Monthly  Meeting 
the  prospect  of  a  second  visit  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
This  was  no  small  trial  to  him,  as  well  as  to  his  children  and 
friends ;  his  advanced  age  making  the  prospect  of  his  return 
look  very  doubtful  But  after  weightily  deliberating  upon  it, 
and  believing  the  opening  to  be  in  the  true  light,  his  concern 
received  the  approbation  of  the  Monthly,  and  subsequently  of 
the  Quarterly  and  Yearly  Meetings,  and  being  furnished  mth 
certificates  of  unity  and  sympathy  therefrom,  he  embarked 
from  Boston  on  the  28th  of  ninth  month,  1853,  accompanied 
by  his  son  Amos  C,  Wilbur. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  England,  he  had  an  interview  with 
a  large  committee  of  the  Meeting  for  SulTeringa,  at  their  re- 
quest ;  before  whom  he  spread  his  concern  for  the  preserva* 
tion  of  the  Society  on  its  ancient  ground  of  principle  and 
discipline,  and  showed  that  this  was  what  himself  and  Friends 
in  New  England  had  been  standing  for ;  and  that  where  the 
matter  had  been  fully  investigated,  as  was  done  by  Philadel- 
phia Yearly  Meeting,  this  was  found  and  acknowledged  to 
have  been  the  case.  Although  they  allowed  him  to  relieve 
his  mind,  and  were  unable  to  gainsay  or  resist  what  he  said, 
yet  it  was  painful  to  him  to  find  them  fully  committed  to  the 
views  of  J.  J,  Gurney,  and  unwilling  to  acknowledge  that  any 
portion  of  them  were  unsound.  Besides  this,  he  had  intef- 
views  with  many  others  of  the  leading  characters  in  different 
places,  who  generally  acknowledged  unity  with  the  same  sen- 
timents. Thus  he  found  his  previous  apprehensions  in  regard 
to  this  class  confirmed ;  but  in  the  course  of  this  visit,  he 
found  a  considerable  number  of  true  mourners  on  account  of 
the  desolations  of  Zion,  whose  eyes  had  been  anointed  to  see 
things  in  their  true  light.  These  were  sitting  in  solitary 
places,  and  their  secret  cry  was,  ^^  Spare  thy  people,  O  Lord, 
and  give  not  thine  heritage  to  reproach,**  To  these,  he  was 
in  a  peculiar  manner  drawn,  and  was  with  them,  greatly  to 
their  comfort  and  satisfaction,  as  was  afterwards  evinced  by 
written  testimonials  from  some.  He  was  permitted  to  return 
to  his  home  in  safety,  after  an  absence  of  about  six  months. 
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After  his  return,  he  seemed  to  regard  his  labors  as  nearly 
finished  ;  often  speaking  of  this  visit  as  an  evening  sacrifice^ 
in  the  olferiiig  of  which  he  felt  great  peace.  It  proved  to  be 
the  last  journey  of  a  religious  nature,  which  he  made  beyond 
the  limits  of  his  own  Yearly  Meeting;  within  which,  how- 
ever, he  continued  to  laboi  to  the  comfort  and  edification  of 
his  friends. 

Though  firm  and  uncompromising,  he  was  mild  and  for- 
bearing, and  remarkably  unassuming,  evincing  no  ill-will 
towards  those  who  di tiered  from  and  were  disposed  to  resort 
to  extreme  measiures  against  him.  He  often  spoke  of  having 
endeavored  to  weigli  his  motives,  and  his  acts  in  this  matter, 
with  those  whom  he  once  regarded  as  his  friends,  in  the  bal- 
ance of  the  sanctuary,  with  a  desire  to  be  rightly  directed  in 
all  his  movements ;  saying  that  whenever  he  had  looked 
towards  concession  and  compromise,  the  way  had  seemed 
covered  with  darkness,  and  he  had  clearly  seen  that  those 
precious  testimonies  of  Truth  for  which  our  worthy  predeces- 
sors suffered  and  laid  down  their  lives,  cannot,  without  incur- 
ring a  fearful  responsibility,  be  compromised.  Having  faithfully 
served  his  Lord  and  Master  in  his  day  and  generation,  the  even- 
ing of  his  life  was  eminently  serene  and  tranquil ;  evincing  a 
state  of  quiet  waiting  for  the  final  change,  which  he  looked 
upon  as  near;  often  remarking,  both  in  public  and  in  private, 
that  he  believed  his  day's  work  was  nearly  done.  Especially 
was  this  the  case  during  the  last  year  of  his  life.  Being  much 
indisposed,  while  on  a  visit  to  one  of  his  daughters,  he  said  he 
often  thought  of  the  probability  of  his  being  suddenly  re- 
moved,  and  remarked  that  there  was  no  terror  to  him  in  the 
prospect^  but  that  it  looked  pleasant  to  him.  And  in  a  public 
testimony  in  his  own  Monthly  Meeting,  after  expressing  his 
continued  impression  that  he  was  near  the  termination  of  his 
earthly  labors,  he  said  that  in  looking  towards  a  separation 
from  the  world  and  the  things  of  it,  he  felt  that  there  were  no 
strong  ties  to  be  broken ;  that  the  world  had  lost  its  charms 
for  him»  that  there  was  nothing  pertaining  to  it  which  it  was 
hard  for  him  to  leave,  save  his  beloved  friends,  and  he  trusted 
that  even  the  separation  from  them  would  be  made  easy ;  that 
the  change  to  him  seemed  desirable,  not  only  on  account  of  a 
release  from  labor  and  exercise,  but  of  a  reunion  with  loved 
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ones  who  had  gone  before.  On  taking  leave  of  a  friend** 
family,  after  attending  the  last  Monthly  Meeting  before  his 
decease,  though  tlieii  in  usual  health,  he  remarked  that  b« 
believed  he  was  there  for  the  last  time.  Thus  forewarned  and 
prepared,  with  his  lamp  trimmed  and  his  light  burning,  he 
awaited  the  last  remaining  conflict^  which,  in  Divine  mercy 
and  condescension,  w^as  made  short* 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  fourth  months  1B56,  be  was 
seized  with  severe  pain,  which  threatened  immediate  dissoiu* 
tion.  Being  aware  of  this,  he  said  to  his  daughter,  "  If  I 
now,  all  will  be  well"  She  soon  after  reminded  him,  that 
was  taken  ill  much  as  his  mother  had  been,  who  survived  bnl 
about  half  an  liour,  but  added,  "  I  do  not  whh  to  alarm  thre.^ 
He  replied,  "  Thou  cannot  alarm  me."  On  the  day  folJotving. 
finding  that  he  continued  to  fail,  she  said  to  him,  "  F« 
thou  art  very  feeble,  dost  thou  expect  to  recover?"  He 
plied,  "  No,  I  know  I  shall  not,  and  I  do  not  desire  it;  1 
ready  to  go."  She  said,  "  Then  thou  hast  seen  enough  of: 
world?"  He  replied,  "  Yes,  plenty,  plenty."  She  told 
she  had  been  looking  towards  him  for  company,  when 
dear  husband  {then  low  with  consumption)  should  be 
He  replied,  '*  Thou  must  not."  During  the  severe  paro3 
of  bodily  distress,  which  lasted  for  several  hours,  not  a  ml 
mur  escaped  him,  nor  any  token  of  impatience.  Althonj 
active  remedies  succeeded  in  relieving  his  pain,  yet  his  cons 
tution  had  so  far  given  way,  that  he  continued  to  sink,  nml 
subsequently,  from  weakness  and  what  appeared  like  paitii 
paralysis  of  the  organs  of  speech,  articulation  became  dilUci 
so  that  he  said  comparatively  little  that  could  be  understooJj 
but  what  could  be  understood  was  indicative  of  peacefulut 
and  resignation.  In  reply  to  the  question  w-hether  be  fdt] 
peaceful,  he  replied  '*  very."  His  interest  in  the  welfare  of  tl 
Society  continued  unabated  to  the  last,  as  was  evinced, 
the  evening  before  his  decease,  by  his  desiring  to  hear  read 
letter  received,  giving  some  account  of  Philadelphia  Yeari] 
Meeting;  and,  during  its  reading,  he  turned  his  face  to 
reader  and  listened  attentively.  On  being  inquired  of,  if 
understood  it,  he  replied  that  he  did.  Late  in  the  evenin^T 
eldest  son,  w^ho  lived  at  a  distance,  and  whom  he  had 
expecting,  arrived,  and,  on  approaching  him,  asked  him  \L 
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knew  him ;  he  called  him  by  name,  and  smiled  very  pleas- 
antly. His  son  inquired  of  him  in  regard  to  the  state  of  his 
mind ;  he  answered^  that  "  his  way  was  clear  before  him  ;  '* — 
to  another,  he  said  he  was  "  very  happy,"  which  was  nearly 
his  last  expression.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  night,  he  fell  into 
a  quiet  slumber,  in  which  he  continued  until  about  eight 
o'clock  on  fifth  day  morning,  the  Ist  of  fifth  month,  when  he 
departed  hence j  aged  nearly  eighty-two  years,  and  was  in- 
terred in  Friends'  burying-gronnd,  in  Hopkinton,  on  the  4th 
of  the  same,  after  a  solemn  meeting  on  the  occasion,  wherein 
a  true  and  living  testimony  was  borne  to  the  uprightness  of 
his  character,  and  the  faithful  dedication  of  his  life  to  the 
blessed  cause  of  Truth  and  righteousness. 

In  thus  reviewing  the  life  and  gospel  labors  of  this  our  de- 
parted friend,  we  are  led  to  adopt,  as  peculiarly  applicable  to 
him  J  the  language  of  the  beloved  and  faithful  disciple,  con- 
veyed to  bim  in  the  visions  of  light :  "  And  I  heard  a  voice 
from  heaven,  eaying  unto  me,  write,  blessed  are  the  dead 
which  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth ;  yea,  saith  the  Spirit, 
that  they  may  rest  from  their  labors,  and  their  works  do  follow 
them."  And  so  we  have  been  brought  renewedly  to  believe, 
that  the  results  of  the  faithful  labors  of  this  dedicated  servant 
of  tJie  Lord  have  not  terminated  with  his  valuable  and  event- 
ful life  ;  but  that  they  will  continue  to  be  felt,  to  the  strength- 
ening and  animating  of  survivors  and  those  that  follow  after, 
even  in  ages  and  generations  yet  to  come. 

Signed  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  South  Kingston 
Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends,  held  at  Hopkinton,  23d  of  3d 
month,  1857. 

Ethan  Foster,  Clerk. 
Ann  Perry,  Clerk 
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CONTAINING  THE  LETTERS  OF  JOHN  WILBUK  ADDRESSED  TO  GKOI 
CROSFIELD,  WHILST  IN    ENGLAND,  IN    1832,   TO    WHICH   ALLtSlGf' 
HAS    BEEN   FfiEijUENTLY    MADE   IN   THE    FOREGOING    JOURNAL. 


[The  followmg  Letfer?,  written  by  JoTin  Wilbur  to  his  frieml  Georgf 
CroiifieUl  of  Liverpool,  iluring  his  iirst  visit  to  Great  Britaiu,  bear 
evidence  to  tliri  cl«amo3s  of  his  vision  in  perceiving  thus  carlf,  *hc 
encroiichnients  of  an  innovnting  and  modifying  spirit  in  the  Society, » 
well  as  his  faithfulness  in  raising  a  warning  voice  against  its  dclniii* 
and  pernicious  effects*  These  letters  were  published  by  ti»e  Fnend  to 
whom  llvey  were  addressed,  and  brought  down  upon  their  auUior  the 
severe  condemnation  of  those  who  were  insidiously  at  work  to  uDdenniW! 
the  tniL'  principles  of  Friends,  both  in  EngUuid  and  Ameriea.  On  re- 
turning to  his  own  country,  he  was  soon  called  to  account  by  som«cf 
the  leading  charactei*s  in  New  England  Ye^irly  Meeting,  for  writing 
these  letters,  and  for  suffering  them  to  be  published  without  first  ?u^ 
mitting  them  to  the  judgment  of  the  Morning  Meeting  in  London.  I^ 
point  of  fact,  he  did  suggest  the  submission  of  the  Letters  to  the  Mi^* 
ing  iieetiiig,  and  inquiry  was  made  of  the  Friend  having  charge  of  l^ 
records  of  that  Meeting,  as  to  the  practice  in  such  cases ;  who  re- 
plied that  it  was  not  the  usage  in  that  country,  to  bring  forwani  f^^" 
pamphlets  for  revision.  The  storai  of  indignation,  with  which  1  "• 
was  nevertheless  assailed  on  this  occasion  on  the  part  of  some,  clcarlj 
evinced  the  deep  and  settled  purpose  which  existed  in  their  m\n^h  ^ 
effect  a  change  in  the  principles  of  tlie  Society,  as  well  as  their  coo^ 
lion  that  the  Letters  were  adapted  to  counteract  their  long-chen^'^' 
design.  These  feelings  of  hostility  to  him  were  so  far  indufgcJ.  ^'' 
attempts  were  made  to  bring  him  under  dealing  at  that  time,  on  ac- 
count of  these  Letters ;  being  charged  with  having  turned  aside  fi^ 
his  propt:r  btisiness  in  writing  ihem,  raising  a  false  alarm,  and  cfO*' 
an  unnecessary  agitation  in  the  Society,  &c  But  the  publication 
the  "  Beacon/*  and  the  defection  in  England  termed  the  "  Beaconite 
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aradon/*  sooo  after  occurred  ;  the  seceders  liolJing  to  the  very  doctrines 
guarded  against  in  the^w;  Letters,  and  thereby  clearly  showing  the 
necessity  and  liraely  iidaptation  of  the  warning  contained  tlierem. 
*'  Beaconism"  was  an  off2^hoot  from  Quakerism,  in  the  same  direction 
with  the  views  of  J.  J.  Guraey  and  hia  adherents ;  but  this  develop- 
ment of  thern  was  premature,  and  too  radical  and  open  for  any  consid- 
erahle  numher  of  the  Society  at  that  lime  puhlicly  to  adopt  them. 
Some  of  the  leaders  in  this  schism,  iiowever,  did  not  hesitate  to 
affirm,  that  tlieir  views  had  been  thus  changed  by  the  writings  of  J,  J. 
Gyrney*  Tiiese  writings,  though  in  the  main  more  insidious  and  plau- 
sible than  the  open  defection  of  the  *'  Beacon/*  no  less  surely  led  away 
from  the  Truth  tiA  always  held  by  Friends :  and  they  have  indeed  pro* 
duoed  a  far  more  sweeping  effect,  than  any  bold  avowid  of  the  same 
»  principles  could  have  accomplished.  Their  legitimate  results  are  be- 
coming more  and  more  manifest  to  every  intelligent  observer*  One 
af^cr  another  of  the  testimonies  of  the  Society,  and  the  realraints  of  the 
Discipline,  are  being  abandoned ;  paving  the  way  for  an  easy  union  with 
the  fashionable  and  sia-loviug  world,  and  at  the  same  time  affording 
Ihe  CLEARKST  PROOF  ihat  there  was  ample  cause  lor  the  deep  concern 
and  apprehension  oC  our  dear  friend  John  Wilbur  ;  whose  kbor.s  to 
avert  the  ejitire  overthrow  of  the  Society,  were  no  abundant  and  Ihith- 
ful,  amid  all  the  sore  trials  and  sufferings  which  fell  to  his  lot.  We 
commend  tliese  Letters  to  the  serious  consideration  of  the  reader.] 


LETTERS   TO   A   FRIEND,   ON    SOME     OF    TOE     PRIMITITB    DOCTRINES 
OP  CHRISTIANITY.      BY  JOHN   WILliOR. 

"Finnlljr,  brethren,  wlintsoever  things  nrc  true,  whatfw>eTer  thing*  Are  honest,  what- 
toever  things  arfi  just,  w!mtw»ever  things  are  pure,  whateoeTer  things  are  lovely,  whftt- 
■oevcr  things  lire  of  go<xl  refmrt;  if  there  tw  a«y  virtue,  and  if  there  be  any  praise* 
think  00  thuse  thiDg&."~PtitL»  tv.  8. 
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In  publliihing  t!ie  following  Letter^  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  brief- 
ly stJite  some  of  the  reason:-;  which  have  induced  me  thus  to  give  a  more 
extended  cireulation  to  what  wus  origimdly  only  a  lidvaie  communica- 
tion ol"  sentiment. 
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that  knowledge,  and  I  was  carefully  instructed  to  reverence  these  sacred 
writings,  Tlie  precepts  of  llie  New  Testament  in  a  piirlicular  mcumer, 
did  seem  i'uMy  tu  cor  re  spun  il  wiih  tbose  secret  Emendations,  uhiclj  I  wiw 
early  led  to  believe  were  the  openings  and  leadings  of  Truth  upon  my 
mind ;  I  wiis  enabled  ako,  without  an  exjx)aitor,  to  receive  and  .satisfac- 
torily to  understand,  tsonie  of  the  more  prominent  and  »impl*.^  doctrines 
of  the  gosfrt?!,  as  to  the  character  and  the  several  officer  of  Jesus  Christ 
the  Saviour  of  the  world. 

And  now  also  in  due  time,  the  histoi'y  of  the  Soeiety  of  Friends  was 
introduced  to  my  reading  and  observation ;  and  my  youthful  raind  was 
thereby  .strengthened  and  confirmed,  to  make  a  more  pcrtcct  discrimi- 
nalioQ  between  the  works  of  the  hiiv  and  tlio*c  of  faith  ;  and  to  per- 
ceive what  faith  in  God,  and  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  would  do,  even 
that  failh  which  worketh  by  love  to  the  purifying  of  the  heart.  I  saw 
tliat  it  was  sulficient ;  that  it  eimhled  those  sons  of  the  morning  oi'  our 
day,  notwitlmtanding  the  mighty  opposition  which  lay  in  their  way, 
to  work  the  w^orks  of  God  ;  even  those  spiritual  works  which  were 
wrought  in  them,  and  by  them,  through  the  sanctifying  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  in  the  covenant  of  God's  (iroraise  unto  them ;  even  in  like 
manner  as  the  primitive  Christians  did,  tliey  joined  and  worked  with 
the  workings  oi'  grace  in  themselves  to  the  glory  of  God  and  to  the 
praise  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

And  now  I  found  myt^elf  to  be  one  of  this  Societj%  not  by  birth  and 
education  only,  but  I  <'mbraced,  and  received,  and  fully  believed  in  the 
doctrines  of  Christianity  as  professed  by  it,  and  I  have  ever  since  loved 
the  Society  and  its  teslimoniea  wherever  they  have  been  planted;  not 
only  in  my  native  land  of  America,  but  niso  in  this  nation,  where 
this  the  Lord's  right  hand  planting  was,  as  regards  our  Society,  first 
begun. 

Seeing  now  that  my  lot  has  been  cast  amongst  my  friends  here,  in 
the  love  and  service  of  the  go^ipel,  I  liave  verily  thought  that  the  goo<l 
of  this  people  has  come  nearer  to  my  best  desire.'*  and  feelings  than 
ever  it  did  before,  and  that  for  this  reason ;  that  this  dedication  has  cost 
ine  more  than  any  other  service  in  which  1  have  been  engaged ;  and 
many,  yea  very  many  in  this  land,  have  become  as  bone  of  my  bone, 
and  flesh  of  my  flesh ;  if  indeed  I  may  be  allowed  to  use  and  to  spirit- 
ualize the  expre.^ssion  ;  they  have  become  as  brothers  ajid  sisters  in 
those  tender  feelings  which  I  tru^t  spring  from  the  one  blessed  source 
of  Divine  love  ;  so  thut  though  as  an  alien  and  a  stranger  here,  as  to 
the  outwanl,  still  I  feel  to  be  one  of  you,  and  in  my  measure,  to  joy  in 
your  joys  and  grieve  in  your  griefs — to  travail  in  affliction  with  you, 
and  in  desire  that  you  may  laint  not : — to  endeavor  to  strengthen  the 
hands  which  hang  down  with  weakness,  or  rather  to  put  up  a  prayer 
48* 
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tlmt  our  best  Helper  may  lift  tliem  up,  tliat  lie  may  confirm  the  fc'eble 
knees  ;  and  that  nil  who  have  taken  upon  them  the  profegsion,  may  be 
encouraged  to  stand  ftkst  in  the  Lord,  and  faithfully  in  ihe  testimonies 
of  o«r  God  ;  so  that  this  people,  whom  in  his  own  good  pleasure  he 
chose  to  raise  up  and  tidvunce,  distinct  from  fill  others  of  this  day,  to  be 
aa  a  beacon,  a  light,  and  a  way  mark  outwardly  in  the  world,  may  hold 
on  their  way,  and  continue  faithful  througli  his  power  to  support  and 
maintain  the  inestimable  gromid  to  which  God  did  lead  them,  and  gave 
them  to  stand  upon  ;  ami  that  they  may  never  suffer  any  by-wuy  ap- 
prehension of  good  lo  draw  their  attention  from  the  one  great  object  of 
God's  peculiar  design  in  raising  them  up  to  be  a  people,  even  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  spiritual  nature  and  design  of  the  gospel,  as  wtdl  as  to 
uphold  the  glorious  plan  of  redemption  in  all  its  other  parts. 

In  whatever  degree  the  present  condition  of  the  Christian  world  may 
now  be  improved  by  what  htis  been  done  through  this  people,  yet  if 
by  means  of  their  unfailhfuhiess,  a  reaction  sliould  take  plac«  and 
continue,  we  may  fear  that  when  this  people  shall  again  have  mingled 
with  those  from  whom  they  came  out,  and  the  advanced  ground  of 
God's  providence  be  thus  vacated,  that  the  religious  testimonies  given 
them  to  bear,  will  also  be  lost  w-ith  them.  Should  such  an  event  occor, 
then  indeed  will  it  be  better  for  mankind  coming  after,  that  this  Society 
had  never  existed;  for  the  enemy  of  all  good,  will  Bot  then  fail  to  sug- 
gest that  the  ground  having  been  once  taken  and  found  to  be  untenable, 
it  would  he  vain  and  fruit leJiS  for  any  to  attempt  the  like  again;  for 
we  know%  that  the  more  efficient  the  means  tliat  may  have  been  reported 
to  to  attain  an  object,  if  tho^e  means  fail,  the  more  we  despair  of  ever 
attaining  that  object.  But  O  !  that  the  spirit  and  power  of  the  gospel 
may  never  give  place  to  profesi^ion  and  form,  however  garnished  aitd 
glowing  that  form  or  profession  may  appear. 

And  now  my  dear  friend,  my  mind  having  lM?en  much  exen^ised 
under  divers  weighty  and  important  considerations  of  this  nature  since 
I  have  been  in  this  land,  I  am  induced  to  believe,  it  will  contribute  to 
my  peace  of  mind,  to  open  a  little  and  spread  forth  before  thee,  a  few 
remarksi  upon  those  subjects  which  have  been  more  promuiently  and 
'iirly  cxerciijing  to  my  mind,  during  my  labors  amongst  you  [  but 
J  no  hope  of  being  able  to  do  justice  to  a  review  of  ao  im{}0rtant 
*  sub  may  seem  to  bo  premised,  but  only  in  such  a  way  as  I  t%a 
•o  discharge  what  I  appreliend  to  be  my  duty ;  1  propose, 
a  my  succeeding  letters,  to  U'eat  upon  some  points  arising 
mgoing  confiidoralion?. 
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LETTER   IT. 


ON   THE   FALL    OF   MAN,   AND    ON    CHRISTIAN  REDEMPTION. 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

If  it  be,  as  has  Leen  affirmed,  tliat  enmity  took  root  in  t^om*'  of  the 
heavenly  company,  ami  tliat  they  through  pri<le  were  Jed  into  rubeliion, 
anil  an  attempt  to  set  up  and  e.slabli^h  a  kingdom  for  themselves  in 
opposition  to,  and  ab<:)ve  the  throne  and  kingdom  of  God;  still  we  have 
oo  reason  to  beUeve  that  the  needful  and  mighty  act  of  God  in  expel- 
ling from  tlie  regions  of  light  their  arch  leader  with  nil  his  hajid,  had» 
or  could  have>  any  effect  as  a  reconciliation,  or  any  tendency  to  remove 
the  enmity,  however  humbling  (heir  defeat  and  condition.  No,  nor 
that  it  were  possible  for  those  who  had  been  created  free  partakers 
with  their  blessed  and  eteruai  King  in  the  riches  of  his  glory,  after 
sueh  daring  rebellion  and  attempted  usurpation,  could  ever  be  restored 
to  that  glorious  state  whieli  they  had  lost  by  their  fall ;  *  for,  us  we  may 
well  believe,  no  mediation  could  be  found  between  these  rebeU  and 
Him  wboai  they  had  attempted  to  dethrone ;  they  had  sinned  wilfully 
and  wilhout  temptation,  and  there  remained  therefore  to  them  no  more 
sacrifice  for  sins,  but  they  wei*e  consigned  to  the  blackness  of  darkness 
forevenf 

Hence,  this  arch -pre  tender,  finding  himself  forever  defeated  by  the 
power  and  intei^aiinable  decree  of  God,  was  excited  to  the  highest  pitch 
of  hatred  and  malice,  and  seeing  he  was  now  forever  expelled  from  the 
glories  above,  would  seek  to  obtain  for  himself  some  otiker  place  and 
kingdom  where  to  rule*  He  therefore,  as  it  would  appear,  then  sought 
out,  and  by  hia  subtle  temptation,  assailed  the  lower  creation  of  God, 
that  he  might  hereby  Cr^tablish  hi^  dominion  over  a  iioble  race  which 
Go*l  hatl  here  placed,  newly-created  by  his  divine  hand,  in  liia  own 

•  •'  For  it  l4  impossible  for  those  wlio  wtre  once  enJlghtened,  mid  hnre  t«ut«d  of  the 

iTciiiy  K'ft,  nnd  wore  roodo  partnkeri  of  tlie  Holy  Ghost,  and  liave  tasted  the  good 
of  God,  and  tho  power*  of  the  world  to  come,  if  thoy  shall  fall  awiiy^  to  renew 
tlieni  agmii)  unto  rcjieutiuicc."    Heb.  vi.  4,  6  and  6 — fil&o  Heb,  x.  26. 

t  **  Depart  from  me,  ye  cursed,  iuto  everlasting  lire,  iiru^Eured  for  the  dcvU  and  his 
ftflfcls."    Mjitt.  XXV.  41, 

"  For  if  God  f  pared  »ot  the  Angels  thAt  ■inned,  but  onct  them  down  to  hell,  mid  deliv- 
ered them  ijito  chains  of  darkness,  to  be  reserved  unto  JudgmetiU''    3  Peter  ti.  4. 

'*  And  th€  ange1»  which  kept  not  their  firat  catate,  but  left  their  own  habitutiun,  he 
hath  reserved  in  everlasting  chnins,  under  darkness.'*    Jude  0. 

^*  And  there  was  war  in  heaven:  Michael  and  his  angels  fought  against  tlio  dragoo; 
and  the  dragon  fought  and  his  angeli,  and  prevailed  noti  neither  was  their  place  found 
any  more  in  heaven.  And  the  great  dmgou  was  cast  out,  that  old  serpent,  called  the 
devil,  and  satan,  which  dccelveth  the  ^hole  world;  he  was  cast  out  Into  the  earthy  and 
Ilia  ungftli  were  oast  out  with  him."    Revelatiou  xii.  7,  8,  and  Q, 
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image,  "  a  liltk*  lower  thiin  the  angels,"  nnd  funiUhetl  too  with  power 
fix>m  hh  jilmighty  Creator,  if  ha  had  heea  obecUeat,  to  resist  and  over- 
come this  proud  usurper  of  the  prerogative  of  heaven  ;  but  he,  the 
wicked  one  (fur  surh  h<!  ha«i  now  bceoine)  by  deceit  and  lies,  and  bv  n 
proud  t'oiUnidiction  of  the  law  and  comumndinetits  of  God,  atleiupted  to 
turn  away  man  fi-oui  his  allegiance  to  bU  beneficent  Maker  and  Father, 
and  to  corrupt  and  oblitenite  tlie  character  and  iraage  of  upright- 
nesa  and  holiness  which  God  liad  impressed  upou  liim ;  and  instead 
thereof  to  stamp  him  with  the  mark  and  inscription  of  the  beast,  which 
is  sin,  and  serves  to  bhow  to  wbo,se  kingdom  he  belongs. 

In  this  the  serpent  succeeded  but  too  well ;  and  man,  through  pridey 
and  li,^tening  to  the  tempter,  and  seeking  to  obtain  knowledge  beyond 
what  his  Creator  had  ii^signed  to  liim,  fell  into  a  miglity  lapse  of  tr&n:»- 
grci^^sion,  and  was  e.stranged  from  his  Maker ;  the  threatened  |x*naUy  of 
his  difiohedience  was  inflicted  upon  him,  and  his  condition  was  properly 
denominated  death,  than  which,  if  it  remain,  there  can  be  no  greiiler 
punishment ;  and  this  death  was  truly  realized,  inasmuch  as  bo  died 
spiritually  by  losing  die  divine  life  tlirotigh  bis  transgression.  lie  was 
dead  alao  as  it  regards  a  sense  of  gootlness;  for  bis  feelings  were  now 
so  perverted,  that  they  led  him  to  consider  God,  who  was  truly  his  all 
beneficent  Father,  to  be  his  enemy ;  he  himself  having  now  become  the 
subject  of  another  kingdom. 

As  things  now  were,  it  remained  entirely  with  God»  whether  he 
would  provide  a  way  for  man  to  return  again  tu  his  rightful  nllegiiuicev 
so  tliat  the  first  purpose  of  Ins  own  benevolence  and  glory  might  still 
be  realized  ;  or  whetlier  he  would  abanilon  this  ruined  work  altogelher. 
But  rejoice,  O  heavens !  and  sing,  O  earth !  and  break  forth  into  sing- 
ing, O  ye  mountains  of  the  forest !  love,  boundless  love,  and  mercy  leji 
the  way,  and  if  a  plan  could  be  found  compatible  with  both  the  blessed 
attnbutes  of  justice  and  mercy,  so  that  his  statutes  should  not  be 
rescinded  nor  dishonored,  tlien  God  would  open  a  way  for  them  to 
return  to  himself  again.  And  joyful  to  think  and  to  know,  in  the  rich- 
ness of  his  grace  a  w\^y  was  found,  and  a  SIcdiator  was  also  found  and 
ordained  who  would  for  this,  even  for  this  fallen  creature,  give  lite  fur 
life.  For  liowever  maiv  had  conceived  pride,  through  the  in-^tilliug  of 
the  author  of  it,  and  had  a  desire  to  be  wise  in  himself,  and  to  be  a» 
God,  yet  he  had  not  rebelled  as  the  fallen  angels  had  done  t  hence  a 
provision  could  be  made  and  adapted  to  remove  out  of  the  way  tliat 
which  had  befallen  him  ;  and  this  provision  should  apply  to  him,  on 
condition  that  he  would  then  by  obedience  reverse  his  disobedience,  for 
when  the  sacriticc  for  sin  repented  of,  was  in  that  day  ordained^  the 
Lord  said  then  unto  man,  '*  If  thou  doest  well,  shalt  thou  not  be  ac- 
cepted?** 
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Bat  as  it  regarded  the  character  and  office  of  the  Mediator,  it  was 
seen  that  he  must  aUo  be  a  man :  as  it  was  man  that  sinned,  so  like 
must  be  given  for  like,  and  life  for  Fife,  yea  and  death  for  death. 
That  is,  tlie  death  of  a  man  temporally,  (GocVs  lemency  being  sueh,) 
should  Im3  accepted  as  an  equivalent  pledge  for  the  death  of  a  man 
spiritually,  he  being  jci  within  the  reach  of  such  a  pledge,  not  having 
sinned  ns  those  had  ^sinned,  who  had  fallen  before  him  ;  an»]  f=o,  by  a 
pledge,  *hould  man  be  redeemed  from  the  judgment  of  death  that  rested 
upon  htm. 

But  as  sin  could  not  be  atoned  by  sin,  any  more  than  disobedience 
coalij  be  atoned  by  disobedience,  or  by  an  impure  offering ;  and  as  the 
subsequent  race  of  man,  if  a  race  should  be  puflfcred,  must  de?icend 
through  these  sin-stained  pi-ogenitors  ;  therefore  the  oflTering  of  a  mere 
man  yet  unredeemed,  could  not  be  equivalent  to  the  effecting  of  redemp- 
tion ;  and  as  no  mere  man,  therefore,  could  be  an  equivalent  pledge 
without  fir!3t  having  a  pledge ;  nor  even  then,  ^o  long  as  the  miture  and 
propensity  to  sin  remained  in  him ;  so,  therefore,  no  one  could  be  found 
among  men  merely  as  such,  that  could  pOA^ibly  redeem  his  brother,  or 
^ve  to  God  a  ransom  for  him. 

There  were  also  other,  and  still  higher  and  greater  rea^on^,  why  a 
mere  man  could  not  be  a  sutEcient  niedintor^  because  In  ihe  covenant 
of  such  a  redemption  as  this  must  be  to  succeed  to  salvation,  there 
must  be  a  bringing  to  repentance,  before  the  sins  which  had  been  com- 
mitted could  be  forgiven  or  atoned  for.  And  then  again,  and  which 
is  indispensable  and  caunot  be  commuted,  roan's  heart  must  be  enlight- 
ened, drawn  and  guided  to  the  tnith  and  to  righteousness;  for  althoagh 
he  repent  and  his  sins  be  remitted  for  once,  yet  without  something  to 
keep  him  from  a  recurrence  to  ibcm,  he  will  still  sin,  and  never  forsake 
the  commis.sion  of  it.  For  however  he  may  know  his  formor  sins  ex- 
piated by  l!ie  atonrment,  still,  if  be  witness  nut  the  interposition  of  a 
power  to  preserve  him  in  future  from  sin,  he  will  go  on  again,  adding 
sin  to  sin,  until  t!ie  accumulation  become  such,  and  the  duration  of  his 
transgressions  so  outlive  iIk  day  of  God's  gmee,  that  the  application  of 
the  mediation,  whether  without  or  within,  wilf  l>e  rendered  entirely  un- 
availing. And  here  we  sec  the  supreme  excellency  of  the  light  and 
grace  of  this  provision ;  that  if  observed,  is  able  to  keep  us  from  a 
stftte,  out  of  which  the  atonement  itself  is  not  designed  lo  redeem  us 
— even  that  of  sinning  against  the  Holy  Ghost.  (See  Ileb,  vL  4,  5,  6, 
and  chap.  x.  26.) 

If  Ihe  offering  of  a  mere  man  could  have  been  given  and  accepted 
for  sins  already  passed,  still  this  txjuld  have  no  effect  in  keeping  man 
from  sinning  in  future.  lUit  htill  the  interpo-^itiuu  and  mediation  must 
be  effected,  a5  wisdom  teacheth  us  to  believe,  by  the  seed  of  the  wotnan, 
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even  by  the  man  Christ  Jesus,  who  s-hnuUl  know  no  sin,  and  in  wboiXL 
the  fulne:3s  of  God  should  dwell  bodily,  and  ihU  hody  and  life  of  mnn 
in  wliich  he  designed  himself  to  dwell,  should  he  a  pure  offexing  and 
sncritice  of  the  fir^it  fruits,  even  of  the  first  and  only  man  who  never 
sinned.  This  was  therefore  a  sacrifice  of  u  sweet  smelling  savour  unto 
God,  in  which,  and  by  which,  he  would  blot  out  from  his  presence  the 
tranFgres^sion  of  every  penitent  flinner,  and  obtain  a  place  and  ground 
for  him,  whereon  he  would  deign  to  meet  him :  and  such  too  as  would 
enable  him  to  receive  the  divine  grace,  and  prepare  him  for  the  guid- 
ance of  the  divine  Spirit ;  for  without  this,  man  cuultl  not  so  much  as  be 
brought  to  repenhince,  and  much  less,  to  that  which  h  the  hardest  of 
all  attainments  ;  the  forsaking  and  ceasing  from  sin;  for  the  mediation 
as  well  as  the  metliator  was  to  be  the  Immanuel,  God  with  us ;  not 
only  God  in  Christ  Jesu^,  reconciling  the  world  unto  himself,  but  abo 
God  in  them  through  a  measure  of  his  spirit,  as  was  dt^clared,  **  thon  in 
me  and  1  in  them  i  " 

And  we  hiiva  not  only  ahundunt  Scripture  te>timony,  to  show  the 
fitness  and  necessity  of  a  mediator,  to  act  in  us,  and  with  us,  as  well  as 
without  U5,  and  for  us;  but  our  own  inability  alone  to  do  anything  that 
is  goo<l»  clearly  tcacheth  us  tlie  high  order  and  urgent  nece^^ity  of  a 
ypiriiual  and  continual  medial  ion  to  guide  and  preserve  uj..  Herein  is 
much  yf  the  excellency  of  the  mediation  seen,  llml  after  the  expiation 
of  repented  sinsi,  He  the  Mediator  of  the  whole  glorious  covenant  of 
life  and  salvation,  is  to  us  a  mediator  still,  keeping  with  us,  and  con- 
stantly teaching  us  the  denying  of  all  ungodliness:  for  such  h  our 
weidiness,  even  after  remLoion,  that  hut  for  his  help  continually,  we 
should  soon  fall  into  our  old  sins  again,  and  our  last  state  would  be 
woi*se  than  the  first.  80  that  in  the  end  Christ  may  have  died  for  us  a 
tliousand  times,  (if  by  his  judgments  we  should  be  so  many  times 
brought  to  repentance,)  and  still  we  be  continually  growing  worse  and 
worse  J  yea,  and  though  wo  might  all  the  time  be  acknowledging  the 
atonement,  and  having  the  most  impMcit  conidence  in  it,  still  if  we  do 
not  believe  in  him,  and  receive  him,  the  promise  of  the  Father,  llje 
Immanuel  to  be  with  us,  to  keep  us,  all  will  be  in  vain.  Yea,  and  if 
we  do  not  by  the  power  of  the  agency  which  God  giveth  us,  work  with 
hira,  and  endeavor  to  keep  his  commandments,  then  the  covenant  to  us 
is  broken ;  yea,  and  b^  m  is  also  broken ;  and  moreovei:,  if  this  indtspeo* 
sable  part  of  the  covenant  so  clearly  identified  and  enforced  by  the  un- 
deniable authority  of  the  Scriptai*es,  is  disregarded  or  rejected,  liowr- 
ever  clear  and  full  our  faith  may  be  in  another  indispensable  part,  still 
we  are  covenant  breakers,  and  but  partial  lieUevers  in  the  gospel  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Clu-ist.  And  again,  on  the  other  side :  if  any 
man  w  ilh  the  Bible  in  his  hand,  shall  deny  tlie  divinity  of  Christ,  and 
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the  efficacy  and  necessity  of  Lis  outward  sacrifice,  then  all  his  profes- 
sions of  light  or  grace,  or  spirit,  (if  indeed  he  have  the  j>re:5iimption  to 
make  Rudi  n  profession,)  will  he  but  a  mere  ignis  fatiiii»J,  or  a  counter- 
feit of  tlie  riglit  thing^and  will  only  contribute  to  his  condemnation. 

Now  if  by  the  5Ug:gejition  of  an  evil  spirit  the  fall  of  man  was  ef- 
feeted  through  disohediettce,  then  are  we  not  lo  conclude,  that  tlirough 
the  inlej-position  of  a  good  spirit,  the  restoration  is  to  be  effected  in  the 
reverse  of  thai  by  which  man  fell ;  even  in  obediencL'  ?  And  obedi- 
ence is  not  a  wliit  less  necessary  on  account  of  what  has  gone  before  it 
in  order  to  make  way  for  it ;  for  what  Christ  has  done  for  us  williout 
us,  has  not  resfinded  a  single  obligation  for  us, — hfis  not  in  the  least 
exonerated  us  from  obedience,  or  from  fulfilling  as  much  of  the  condi- 
tions as  devolves  upo«  u?;.  In  every  covenant  there  is  either  a  promise, 
an  obligation,  or  a  Cjondition,  between  two  at  least ;  thus  in  that  be- 
tween God  and  us,  after  the  firist  step  which  he  himself  has  taknn,  to 
make  way  tor  all  his  pnHuises,  as  well  as  even  the  apfdicatkm  of 
the  atonement,  it  is  upon  the  condition  of  our  oltedience^  and  the  fulfil- 
ment of  our  part  of  that  covenaat,  which  ensures  to  us  an  eternal 
inheritance. 

Chrisliaaity  having  been  ordained  as  the  blessed  means  of  restoring 
man  from  his  fallen  condition  and  from  sin,  to  a  state  of  holiness  and 
acceptance  with  God,  is  of  all  things  the  most  hateful  to  the  devi! ; 
yea,  he  hateth  the  faith  and  the  power  as  wtdl  as  the  author  of  it.  lie 
strove  mightily  to  destroy  the  ehihl  Jesus,  through  the  instrumentality 
of  Ilerod,  so  that  if  possible  he  might  frustrate  and  prevent  his  glori- 
ou-'  mission  amongst  men;  so  likewise  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  he  un- 
wittingly strove,  through  the  chief  priests  and  elders,  to  apprela-nd  and 
bring  him  before  Pilate  and  Ilerod  that  they  might  destroy  liim,  not 
knowing  at  the  time,  that  therein  he  was  fighting  against  his  own  king- 
dom; for  however  cunning,  yet  he  is  not  infinite  in  understanding,  nor 
can  he  know  beforehand  the  divine  purposes.  For  akhough  the  com- 
ing of  Christ,  and  his  character  a*  the  Messiah,  were  so  clearly  spoken 
of,  that  doubtless,  he  as  well  as  the  children  of  men,  were  in  expecta- 
tion of  it;  yet  the  benefit  of  his  death  and  sutlVrings,  were  d» scribed 
in  so  mysterious  and  hidden  a  manner,  that  even  the  most  enlightened 
of  men  could  not  comprehend  it  until  after  bis  resurrection*  wdien  he 
himself  clearly  explaijied  it  to  two  of  his  disciples  as  they  walked  from 
Jerusalem  to  Emmaus,  aa  well  as  at  other  times.  Thus  the  enmity  and 
DQjdiee  of  the  devil  led  him  ignorantly  on  to  instigate  the  Jewg  to 
destroy  the  man  Jesus,  not  knowing,  as  we  may  well  believe,  the  satis- 
factory and  saving  purpose  of  the  death  of  Christ. 

The  plan  of  our  salvation  and  redemption  ihen^on  the  part  of  Divine 
Providence,  consists  of  three  thinga: — 1st.   Repentance,  or  rather  his 
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powor  tliAt  leads  to  iL  2d.  The  atoning  blood  of  Christ:  and  3d, 
bis  Holy  S|urit  vvliicb  sanctifies;  and  tbb  a^'ees  witb  the  apostle  Jobn's 
testimony  ibat  tbere  are  tbree  that  bear  witness  in  the  eartb,  viz :  **  the 
Spirit,  tbe  water  nnd  the  blood,  and  tbese  three  agree  in  one."  For 
we  are  instructed  lluit  the  water  of  Jordan^  adtuini^teral  upon  ibe 
body  of  Jl^sus,  and  upon  tlie  bodies  of  men,  represented  repenfauce, 
and  showed,  and  was  thus  acknowledged  by  Jesus  him*olf,  that  judgment 
which  bring^s  to  repenfauce  comelb  first;  after  this  tbe  blooil  of  ChrUt 
Bbed  at  Calvary  as  an  atonernont  and  reconciliation  for  us,  coraelb  in 
the  ficeood  place ;  and  the  gift  of  the  lioly  Spirit  for  our  guidance  and 
eanclifieation  corner  in  the  third  place  ;  and  this  order  of  time,  and  their 
succession  to  each  other,  was  arranged  by  Wisdom  itself;  for  as  the 
baptism  of  Jobu^  signifying  repentance,  took  place  first;  so  the  offering 
of  Christ,  for  the  expiation  of  sins  thos  repented  of,  came  next  in  suc- 
cession; and  lastly,  tlie  more  full  diffusion  of  the  Holy  Spirit  followed 
for  the  accomplishment  and  completion  of  the  work  of  sanctificatioa ; 
and  as  to  the  two  i\>rTner,  their  order  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the  times 
of  lho5<-'  event:? ;  and  as  to  tbe  latter,  its  place  is  clearly  demonstrated 
by  the  direction  of  (ruth  and  the  riuture  of  things; — see  John  vii.  39, 
"  For  the  Holy  Ghost  was  not  yet  given,  becaose  that  Jesus  was  not 
yet  glorified,"  But  after  his  death  and  resurrection,  *'  be  breathed  on 
them,  an<l  bade  them  receive  the  Holy  Ghost^  w*hich  is  tbe  eternal 
spirit  that  sanctifies  men's  hearts,"     Jolin  xx.  ]22,  23. 

Tbere  are  divers  operations  and  effects  of  the  Spirit  distinctly  spo- 
ken of  in  the  Scriptures  of  Truth,  as  being  effectual  to  salvation,  and 
tbey  are  severally  alluded  to  by  Christ  and  bis  apostles,  as  well  as  by 
the  holy  men  of  old,  in  such  manner  as  if  each  was  saving  of  itself  j 
and  for  the  reason,  as  I  apprehend,  that  not  one  of  these  requistteB, 
all  of  which  are  indispensable  to  our  future  well-being,  should  be  over- 
looked or  excluded  from  tlie  summary  of  our  faith  in  the  covenant  of 
life  and  peace.  And  these  provisions  and  conditions  may  be  thus  enu- 
merated : — 


Ist.  That  men  are  to  be  saved  by  tbe  outward  coming,  sufferings^ 
and  death  of  Jesus  Christ,  through  whom  their  souls  are  reconciled 
unto  God, 

2d,  Tliat  men  are  to  be  saved  bj  faith  in  God,  and  in  his  Son  Je- 
sus Christ. 

3d.     That  men  are  to  be  saved  by  regeneration  and  baptism  of  tbe 


That  men  arc  to  be  saved  by  Divine  Grace. 

That  men  are  to  be  saved  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ  or  of  God. 

Thai  men  m'e  to  be  saved  by  the  knowledge  of  God* 
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7tli.     That  men  are  to  be  ^aved  by  obeying  and  keeping  the  com- 
mandmenia  of  God,  and  ihe  Lord  Jesus  Christ 


To  exemplify  and  demonstrate  the  foregoing  positiong,  I  would  refer 
to  the  suiijoined  passages  of  Scripture,  as  being  distinctly  applicable  to 
thrm,  ami  wbiel^  collectively*  would  peem  to  constitute  and  indude  the 
whole  efjvennnt  of  life  and  ?alvatioi».*  And  I  wonld  de:?ire  to  ask 
every  one  Avho  is  looking  tor  the  Lledstid  hof»e  of  this  high  calling,  even 
the  glory  of  patvation,  whether  he  can  venture,  even  secretly  in  hU 
own' 500 !  to  disregard,  or  openly  to  disavow  any  one  of  the  above  con- 
ditions of  his  eternal  salvation  ?  And  whether  on  serious  retleetion,  he 
would  not  be  fearful  of  doing  so  al  the  great  ri<ik  of  his  soul's  happi- 
neds?  Then  how  needful  it  is  to  have  a  full  belief  in  the  doctrines  of 
Scripture,  and  m  every  part  of  them,  not  merely  assenting  to  some  and 
passing  slightly  over  others,  for  fear  that  a  practical  and  living  belief 
in  them  should  lead  us  to  much  pain  and  cotiHict  of  spirit^  and  to  the 
mortifying  of  the  wnll  of  the  flesh. — Then  let  every  one  come  down 
and  prove  himself,  and  examine,  by  the  light  of  Christ,  all  the  hidden 
and  dark  avenues  of  his  heart,  remembering  that  every  secret  thing 
mu.-t  be  opened  and  brought  to  judgment  in  the  day  of  Jesus  Chrisl. 
And  oh,  how  desirable,  that  when  that  day  shaU  come  uj>on  every  one 

»  **  Even  so  mast  the  Son  of  Man  be  lifted  op,  &o.  J"bu  iii,  14. — W«  have  rcdetnp- 
tiou  through  hU  bloo^J.  Eph.  i.  7.— Who  gave  himself  for  us,  fitc  Titus  it.  14.— Aud 
wiished  us  from  our  sins  in  his  ovra  blood.    Rev.  i.  6. 

**  And  who«ooveT  llveth  and  beliovoth  in  me,  &c,  John  xl,  2^. — For  j^e  are  all  tlue 
chlldniQ  of  God,  bj  faith  in  Christ  Jesus.     GiU-  lil.  26. 

»*  Ue  ihall  baptize  you  with  the  Holy  Ghmt,  See.  Mutt.  iii.  11,  12.— Excrpt  a  man  be 
born  again,  &c.    John  iii.  3. — Bapti«.iu  doth  also  uow  »ave  us,  &c.     1  VvL  iii.  31. 

**  But  by  the  grace  of  God,  1  ana  what  I  am,  &c.  1  Cor.  xv.  10.— My  grace  i»  suffi- 
cient for  thee,  &c.  1  Cot.  xii.  9.— For  by  gmce  are  ye  wivcd  through  faith-  Eph.  ii. 
a.— For  the  Rrace  of  God  that  bringeth  udvalion  batli  appeared  to  all  men.     Tit,  ii.  11. 

"  And  his  Spirit,  it  hath  gathered  Ibem.  Isa,  xxxiv.  16.— It  is  tha  Spirit  thnt  ^uick- 
•neth,  &c.  John  vii.  63.— For  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chriit  Jetut,  &o,  Rotn, 
Tiii,  2.— But  be  that  wweth  to  ttic  Spirit,  &«.    Gal.  rl  B, 

"  And  tins  is  life  eternal,  that  they  might  know  thee,  Sec.    John  ztu.  8. 

"'  If  thou  doe«t  well,  shalt  thou  not  be  accepted.     Gen.  iv.  T. 

"  Ot>ey  my  voice,  and  I  will  bo  your  God,  and  yc  shall  be  ray  people:  and  walk  ye  In 
■11  the  ways  that  I  have  commanded  you,  that  it  may  l>o  well  unto  you.    Jerem.  vii.  23, 

*■*  And  being  made  perfect,  he  bocAmc  the  author  of  eternal  ialvaticui  unto  all  thatn 
that  ubcy  him.     Hcb.  v.  0. 

♦'  Verily,  verily,  I  aay  onto  you,  if  a  man  keep  my  saying,  he  shall  never  we  d«atb. 
John  viii.  51. 

**  BriDfring  into  captivitr  every  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Christ.    2  Cor.  x,  6. 

*'  Fear  God,  and  koiep  hi*  commandments,  &c.  Eccles.  xU.  13*- And  wbatsoe?er  we 
ft»k,  we  receive  of  him  because  we  keep  hi*  commandments^  &c,  1  John  iii.  23..— He 
that  faith,  I  know  bim,  and  keef»eth  not  hia  commandments,  U  a  liar,  and  the  truth  Li 
DOC  in  hira.  1  John  ii.  4.— He  that  keepeth  hlft  comroandmenti  dwelleth  in  him,  and 
be  in  him.  1  John  iii»  Si.— And  this  it  love,  that  we  walk  after  his  oommandme&te,  Seq. 
1  John  6.'* 

49 


678 


APPENDIX. 


of  ua.  we  may  submit  to  it,  while  there  is  yet  tenderness  in  our  hearts, 
80  that  a  spirit  of  unbelief  in  any  one  of  these  great  doclriDea  of  life 
and  salvation  may  never  be  entertained  ;  tliat  none  of  the  great  truths 
of  the  gOi?pel  may  be  looked  iijwo  with  indiflTerence,  but  that  every  one 
of  us  may  he  so  quickened  and  made  alive  unto  God,  by  the  resurrec- 
tion and  power  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  to  be  funiished  and  blessed  with  the 
perceptive  and  all  instructive  guidance  and  influence  of  hi^  Holy 
Spirit. 

LETTER  III. 

THE  EFFECT  OF  ACTION  AND  REACTION  UPO?f  THE  PROFESSORS 
OF  CBBISTIANITY,  ESPECIALLY  IJf  RELATION  TO  THE  SOCIETY 
OF    FRIENDS, 


MY    DCAIl   FtltEKD, 

We  learn  fix>m  history,  that  whenever  God  in  his  providence  has 
made  way  for  an  advance  of  his  church  and  people,  their  old  enemy 
and  watchful  foe,  has  then  always  been  ready  to  exercise  all  his  ma- 
ntcnvres  and  powers  to  drive  her  back  again  into  the  wildcniess;  and 
we  have  no  need  to  go  further  back  than  the  Protestant  reformation 
for  a  proof  of  it ;  for  in  a  review  of  those  times,  we  easily  recognize 
bis  palpable  and  bestirring  efforts  to  frustrate  the  blessed  work,  and  to 
tarnish  tlie  beauty  that  seemed  to  be  dawning  npon  the  church,  and,  if, 
possible,  to  deter  her  from  going  forward  in  the  way  which  God  had' 
opened  before  her,  even  to  the  advanced  ground  which  ho  had  provided 
for  the  pitching  of  her  tents  and  tabernacles.  Thus,  when  the  early 
reformers  began  to  see  the  errors  and  inconsistencies  of  the  Romish 
ChurclH  the  evil  effects  of  their  outward  forms  and  observances  could  not 
but  greatly  strike  their  attention,  and  particularly  their  doctrine  of  the 
real  presence  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ  in  what  was  called  the 
sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper;  the  whole, and  particularly  the  latter, 
tending  to  a  denial  of  the  spirituality  of  religion^  and  the  benefit  of  the 
offering  once  made  for  all,  by  the  sufferings  of  Jesus  Christ  without 
the  gates  of  Jerusalem.  The  errors  of  Sociuus  were  also  propagated 
about  thb  time,  and  hi??  followers  were  thus  in  reality  associated  with 
the  Romish  Church  in  effecting  the  same  object,  though  by  different 
means*  and  seemed  to  threaten  the  overthrow  and  downfall  of  the  wholet 
doctrine  of  Christian  redemption*  The  earnest  efforts  of  the  honest 
hearted  and  sincere  reformers  urgently  ojiposed  both  these  evils,  and 
the  Romish  Church,  defending  in  a  very  undue  manner  the  doctrin& 
of  works,  the  abuse  of  which  was  the  foundation  of  their  system  of 
priestcraft,  the  enemy  of  all  good,  took  advantage  of  the  heat  of  this 
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controversy,  and  through  a  want  of  watchfulness  and  care  on  th  part 
of  the  first  reforiners,  they  were  led  on,  step  by  step,  to  such  a  warm 
defence  of  the  doctrine  of  the  atonement^  as  to  lose  siglit  of  the  more 
practi<?nl  operation  of  the  Itght,  grace^  and  spirit  of  our  Lord  Je^ius 
Christ ;  and  ihisj  gained  such  ground  at  a  later  pcriotl,  during  tlie  hot 
di3putes  between  the  Ciilvinistic  Piintans  and  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pacy, which  retuined  many  of  the  Romish  superstitions  and  errors,  and 
they  were  so  exclusively  and  intently  fixed  on  extolling  the  merits  of 
the  former,  that  they  very  much  lost  sight  of  the  necessity  of  tli«  lat- 
ter; and  so  by  inattention  to  it,  their  experience  in,  and  faith  eoncern- 
ing  the  jMiwer  of  practical  religion,  gradually  diminished  and  vanished 
away;  insomuch  that  finidly  they  became  so  void  and  faithless  of  the 
spirit  and  lite  of  rehgion,  that  he  who  made  a  profcitsion  of  spirituality, 
became  as  it  were,  a  by-word  and  a  hitising  lo  ihe^e  great  and  zealous 
supporters  of  the  ever  blessed  atonement.  Yea,  and  tho:^e  wlio  wor- 
shipped God  iu  spirit,  who  walked  in  his  light,  and  believed  in  the 
perceiitible  guidance  and  influence  of  his  holy  spirit,  were  deemed 
mystics  and  cnthusiasls;  and  now  having  lost  the  life  and  the  power; 
the  faith  of  these  high  professors  generally  was  only  litemh  and  their 
devotions  an  imitation,  consisting  of  forms  and  ceremonies,  and  things 
thai  belonged  to  the  outward  law.  Thus  tliey  in  their  turn,  as  the 
others  in  another  way  had  done,  made  a  breach  in  the  same  cove- 
nant or  system  of  Christianity,  and  rejected  very  much  of  the  vital  and 
spiritual  part,  the  regenerating  power  of  tlic  Holy  Spirit. 

This^  we  may  well  sup|M)se,  was  effected  by  the  action  and  reaction  of 
that  zeal  of  an  un regenerate  heart  which  tends  to  crrorn  and  extremes. 
But  God,  even  her  God^  forsaok  not  his  ehurch.  He  interposed  to  re- 
'iiew  his  whol«  covenant  w*ith  her*  notwithstanding  her  wavering  and 
vibrations  from  t}ie  true  centre,  the  power  of  the  gospel  J  He  would 
lead  her  again  out  of  the  wilderness  where  her  enemy  had  driven  her, 
and  he  would  speak  comfortably  to  her.  He  wouJd  raise  up  onto  her 
faithftil  Witnesses,  whose  hearts  he  would  enlarge,  that  they  should  un- 
derstand, and  whose  eyes  he  would  anoint  that  they  should  see,  and  he 
would  restore  ngain  to  the  ehureh  the  whole  covenant  entire  as  in  prim- 
itive time.",  and  men  should  be  able  again  to  see  equally  every  provision 
of  his  salvation. 

And  they,  our  predecessors,  did  see  and  did  walk  in  the  light  of  the 
Lord  Jesus,  in  which  every  one  who  walketh  also  believeth,  and  they 
do  ever  believe  the  whole  covenant  of  God,  and  their  faith  will  be 
found  in  all  that  faith  can  do,  and  their  works  in  all  that  works  can  do. 
And  they  see  that  sneh  fiiith  m  stands  only  in  literal  thingiii,  and  is  not 
aluo  in  the  light,  and  life,  and  power,  is  dead,  being  but  partial  and 
Alone ;  and  in  proportion  as  is  the  inci*ease  of  faith,  so  id  the  increase 
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of  works  ;  and  so  vice  versa,  as  regards  a  living  faith,  and  those  works 
which  are  with  it,  which  are  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  of  Go<i»  For 
Bucli  ii  faith,  according  to  the  doclaratioti  of  the  ajKJstle,  iB  aUo  the  fruit 
of  the  same  spirit,  so  thiii  he  who  Jiiilh  not  the  Spirit  of  Cbristj  nor 
walketli  hy  it,  cannot  Imve  llie  faith  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 

But  the  corning  fin'th  of  George  Fox,  and  his  cotemporaries^  for  the 
restoration  of  God's  covunanl,  as  well  as  the  primitiv*?  testimonies  and 
doctrines  of  llie  gospel,  drew  upon  tliem  the  malice  and  rage  of  the  old 
watchful  foe ;  for  the  advancement  of  the  cbwrch,  bj  the  redeeming 
power  of  God  through  Jesus  Clinst,  still  excited  the  most  dire  hatred 
of  her  enemy,  the  devil,  whose  malice,  as  il  did  in  the  early  days  of 
tlie  Chriptitin  church,  now  again  instigated  and  jioured  forth  a  mighty 
volume  of  rage  and  persecution  against  thera,  hoping  no  doubt  to  get 
to  himself  some  honor  over  the  church  of  God.  For  inasmuch  as  in 
the  primitive  times  he  was  able  to  persecute  the  Christian  church,  only 
by  and  ihrougli  the  people  of  the  world,  so  now  he  hoped  to  divide 
Christ's  kingdom  against  itself,  and  if  not  to  the  overthrow  of  all — ^yet 
to  the  dividing  of  the  spoil,  and  himself  to  share  in  it,  by  arraying 
Christian  against  Christiarij  catholic  against  protestant,  and  finally,  even 
protestant  Christians  against  each  other.  Now  it  was  seen  that  even 
those  who  were  making  the  highest  profession  of  the  atoning  blootl  of 
their  Redeemer,  and  who  were  placing  the  most  implicit  reliance  and 
confidence  therein,  could  be  brought  forward  in  the  very  face  of  the 
gospeb  to  spoil  and  devour  the  professors  of  the  same  faith  ;  for  this 
plain  reason  only,  that  they,  the  htttei\  were  endeavoring  to  embrace 
and  observe  all  the  commands  and  doctrines  of  their  Lord  and  Master 
Jesus  Christ.  They  had  made  a  firm  stand  and  notable  advancement 
against  the  kingdom  of  darkness,  ther«jfore  the  jjrince  of  darkness 
now  rose  in  his  fury  and  spread  the  work  of  cruelty  around,  increas- 
ingly striving  to  waste  and  paralyze  this  people.  But  this  advanced 
guard — ihis  little  band  of  bumble  warriors,  fighting  under  the  strong 
banner  of  Christ  Jesus,  their  holy  head  and  leader,  were  invincible, 
because  their  Captain  was  with  them,  and  went  licfore  them  ;  and  for 
this  reason,  that  their  weapons  were  not  carnal,  but  mighty  through 
God  to  the  pulling  down  the  strong  holds  of  Satan  and  his  armies. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  make  some  remarks  upon  Socinianism  and  in- 
fidelity, subsequent  to  the  rise  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  on  the 
introduction  uf  these  opinions  among  them,  and  among  other  Christian 
professors.  If  inquiry  were  to  be  made  for  the  first  cause  of  these 
modem  deviations  from  the  soundness  of  Christian  faith,  wc  might 
easily  trace  it  to  the  same  source  whence  evil  first  came  into  the  world, 
and  whence  we  are  to  look  for  the  primary  origin  of  all  iniquity;  and 
if  we  were  to  seek  for  the  grounds  on  which  that  first  cause  of  cvi 
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acta  on  our  fallen  nature,  our  inquiries  must  end  in  the  conviction,  that 
it  rests  in  a  di^poj^ilion  for  insuljordination  to  the  needful  rostniinls  of 
the  divine  law,  and  on  pride,  ibat  great  upholder  of  self,  and  of  the 
will  of  the  flesh.  These  are  the  elemetiU,  in  the  absence  of  the  hum- 
hling  power  of  Truth,  with  which  the  enemy  pitches  hi3  strongholds  and 
builds  his  embat tie m cuts,  even  in  the  unrestrained  ^vtll  of  man,  and  in 
the  pride  of  his  heart ;  a  pride  which  may  not  be  seen  on  his  person,  but 
which  either  his  words  or  his  actions,  sooner  or  later,  wil!  show  to  have  a 
dwelling  in  his  heart.  Hence,  he  will  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  stand 
opposed  to  the  pure,  humbling,  and  needful  restniinta  of  the  gospel  j  in 
some  way  or  other  this  will  be  tbund,  and  to  such  a  degree  at  least,  as  will 
keep  him  under  the  dominion  of  evil.  Rul  the  out  goings  by  which  the 
teoipter  leads  man  otF  from  the  ways  of  Truth,  are  varied  according  to  his 
natural  disposition  ;  acconlJng  too  to  the  traditions  received,  and  the  con- 
dition and  fuith  of  the  society  witii  which  he  is  connected,  and  of  those 
deviations  which  lead  from  the  Truth;  the  enemy,  although  he  regards 
the  least,  still  glories  most  in  the  worst  and  widest ;  and  although  high 
professing  hypocrisy  esinnot  be  deemed  the  least  of  these,  yet  open  in- 
fidelity must  be  acknowledged  tlie  greatest;  still  it  ia  believed,  that  the 
ready  foe  has  made  the  fomitr  a  clue  to  the  latter,  and  however  natural 
it  is  for  thing:?  to  produce  their  like,  yet  we  find  that  through  the  inter- 
position of  an  evil  agent,  the  natural  order  may  be  broken  and  re- 
ver^ied,  and  a  thing  may  lead  to  another  widely  diflering  in  its  degree, 
and  in  some  refspccts  in  its  nature,  yet  in  denomination  the  samti.  An 
one  extreme  often  produces  another,  so  may  the  abhorrence  of  one  evil 
lead  the  unwary  mind  into  its  op|x>site  evil;  and  although,  in  some  dis- 
positions, over  action  may  subside  into  inaction,  yet  it  undoubtedly 
often  produces  reaction ;  and  as  it  regards  ajjiritual  agency,  where 
the  power  of  Truth  is  not  the  moving  principle,  then  there  is  another 
power  which  influences  and  controls  men's  actions,  and  controls  that 
which  leads  to  action,  viz :  their  ftiith,  or  rather  their  notions  or  way  of 
thinking;  for  indeed  if  Ihey  are  not  in  some  degree  under  the  influence 
of  the  Truth,  let  their  profession  be  what  it  may,  they  can  have  noth- 
ing which  deserves  the  name  of  faith.  For  when  men  forsake  the 
power  of  Truth,  this  choice  gift  is  continued  to  them  no  longer ;  they 
then  have  not  its  renewing  assurances,  they  are  trusting  in  a  false  hope, 
which  is  nothing  more  tban  the  spurious  workingii  of  the  deceiver. 
The  vanity  and  pritle  of  aiicnbing  to  man  the  honor  of  saving  himself 
by  his  own  good  works,  as  is  done  by  those  who  rely  for  salvation  on 
works  alone,  has  been  eagerly  gra-sped  by  the  devil ;  and  at  the  same 
time  that  he  extols  it  to  its  devotees,  he  exhibits  it  in  the  most  ridicu- 
lous i>oint  of  view  to  all  such  as,  seeing  its  inconsistencies,  are  led  into 
the  Calviniatic  sentiment,  which  excludes  good  works  altogether^  eaus* 
49  ♦ 
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ing  them  to  TOtifitle  exclusively  in  Clirbf  s  outward  atonement  for  tbeni, 
and  in  this  way  llio  enemy  takes  adviuitage  of  raan's  frailty ;  still  char* 
ity  leads  us  to  the  persuasion  that  sincerity  may  OList  in  the  one  as 
well  a-s  in  the  other,  but  practical  observation  obliges  ua  also  to  adoiit, 
that  a  complete  diameter  of  hyjK>crisy  may  be  found  in  both. 

Again«  where  good  works  or  obedience  are  strack  altogether  from 
the  account,  and  God  beUevud  to  he  equal  in  all  his  ways,  and  implicit 
confidence  bcin«|;  placed  on  Christ's  rcdem^tioo  without  us,  then  cornea 
in  the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation  without  any  condition*  In  all 
these  forms  of  belief  we  can  phiinly  see  the  care  taken  to  provide  an 
c^capie  from  the  pain  and  conflict  of  the  sanctifying  and  practical  work 
of  the  grace  and  spirit  of  God  upon  men':*  souls  for  their  puriiication, 
so  that  a  place  may  he  found  and  abode  in+  for  the  coniinued  indul- 
gence of  the  tlesh ;  and  the  will  of  man,  vainly  attempted  to  be  kept 
alive  in  every  form  of  religion,  save  the  one  true  form  in  which  obedi- 
ence and  the  power  of  the  Spirit  dwcllelh.  It  must  be  acknowledged 
then,  that  the  mind  let  out  to  m*_'re  opinion*,  w^illioul  the  living,  funda- 
mental, and  true  touch>'tone  of  ihe  light  and  grace  of  God,  confirnned 
by  the  Scriptures,  will  probably  run  into  great  errors;  and  so  ii  seemfl 
many,  very  many^  have  run*  But  the  devil  has  not  led  every  one  in 
tlie  ttame  way,  though  he  may  bring  tliem  to  ihe  same  bitter  end  at 
last, — for  tliere  arc  many  paths  which  lead  through  devious  windings, 
but  all  come  out  nt  the  same  sad  point  Ue  may  induce  both  profes- 
sors and  non-profe8sors,  (the  freedom  of  the  gospel  is  not  apparent  In 
one,  nor  its  fruits  in  t!ie  other,)  to  di4}elieve  the  spirituality  of  Christi- 
anity, because  they  see  their  neighljHOurj  who  is  high  in  the  profession  of 
it,  either  a  mere  enthusiast  or  a  hypocrite.  Again,  he  may  induce 
some  men  to  disbeheve  in  the  atonement  of  Jesus  Christ,  because  many 
who  lay  great  stress  upon  it,  are  in  their  practice  no  better  than  infi- 
dels. Furthermore,  he  may  induce  many  to  condemn  Christianity 
under  every  name  and  form,  because  they  see  those  who  profess  to  be- 
lieve in,  and  follow  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  a  Saviour,  continue  lo 
pursue  tliiti  world,  the  lust  of  the  eye,  and  the  pride  of  life,  with  great 
avidity,  like  other  men. 

But  aficr  all,  whatever  Ihe  inducement  may  appear  to  be,  or  what- 
■ever  may  be  seen  in  others  inclining  thereto*  the  strongest  ground  of 
unbelief  is  in  a  man's  own  heart,  and  in  the  tttter  want,  or  loss  of  true 
religion  there*  To  such  as  are  inclined  to  rexvsoning,  Satan  is  fully  able^ 
succesafully  to  pervert  and  misrepresent  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel, 
because  when  their  minds  are  darkened  and  know  not  the  Truth,  he 
can  and  does  lead  them  to  mistake  his  false  radiance  for  the  light  of 
Christ,  and  thereby  induces  a  great  reversion ^of  views  and  sentiments, 
making  light  darkness,  and  darkness  light,  before  them.     Ilenoe  ibcy 
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become  an  easy  prey  to  infidelity.  In  this  way  I  apprehend  it  was 
that  some  were  reduced  in  the  early  days  of  our  Society*  even  such  as 
had  moL-e  self  love  atid  spiriLoal  pride,  than  vital  Christianity,  to  wit: 
John  pL'rrott,  John  Wilkioson,  and  others*  (See  Sewell's  and  Gough's 
Historicf;.) 

But  we  see  how  soon  their  anti-christian  doctrines  were  discerned 
and  detected  by  George  Fox  and  his  coternporaries,  because  the  light 
and  spirit  of  Christiiinity  abode  in  them  ;  even  a  measure  ul*  thut  Spirit 
which  trieth  every  spirit,  and  ia  able  to  decide  whether  it  be  of  God  or 
noL  The  judgment  of  Truth  was  thus  placed  upon  the  heads  of  these 
innovators  and  great  pretenders  to  spirituality.  And  again,  in  more 
modern  times,  it  wu^  in  the  self-^ame  way,  that  Satan  deceived  and  led 
away  some  in  Ireland,  and  many  in  North  America ;  and  it  in  believed 
that  the  facility  of  his  victory  over  ttiem,  was  greatly  owing  to  their 
self  love,  self  righteousness,  and  their  great  want  of  meek  Christian 
principle.  Insomuch  that  by  his  transforming  power,  he  succeeded  in 
bringing  them  to  suppose^  or  to  profess  that  they  supposed,  tiiat  onr 
first  Friends  did  not  believe  in  the  true  divinity  and  reconciling  sacri- 
fice of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  than  which  a  greater  absurdity,  and 
perversion  of  things,  could  hardly  be  imagined.  For  however  the  views 
of  others  a^  to  the  spirituality  of  religion,  were  such  as  necessarily  to 
lead  our  early  Friends  to  dwell  much  uj>ou  that  part  of  the  Christian 
doctrine,  and  to  insist  on  the  leading  of  God's  grace  in  the  hefirt ;  yet 
there  is  nothing  more  obviously  foreign  to  the  truth  than  the  pre- 
tensions of  those  Socinian  set^ederi?,  viz :  that  our  iir^i  Friends  did  not 
believe  in  the  true  gotlhead  and  manhood  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  tbo 
blessed  purpose  of  his  sacrifice.  So  that  we  verily  know  that  these 
outbreakings,  cannot  ia  the  least  degree  be  grounded  upon  any  defect 
in  oar  predecessors,  in  any  point  of  Christian  faith  concernijig  the  offi- 
ces and  c!mracter  of  Christ ;  for  abundant  evidence  is  deduciblc  from 
their  writings  to  prove  that  such  a  defect  did  not  exist. 

As  has  been  before  suggested,  the  professors  of  Christianity  in  the 
time  of  George  Fox,  had  generally  forsaken  the  spirituality  of  ndigion, 
but  were  not  in  the  least  wanting  as  to  a  belief  in  the  outward  coming, 
the  divinity,  and  sacrilice  of  Christ-  Hence  there  was  not  that  necee- 
aity  of  insisting  upon  faith  in  this  last-mentioned  part  of  the  Covenant, 
respecting  which  there  was  no  defect  of  fait!»,  as  upon  that  part  in 
wliich  there  wns  a  deficiency  ;  and  this  their  practice  was  according  to 
Truth  and  sound  reasoning.  For  what  skilful  physician,  being  called 
to  administer  to  a  diseased  person,  would  not  resort  to  such  medicine, 
as  would  lend  to  coonteract  the  complaint  that  was  already  upon  him, 
rather  than  to  administer  to  a  disease  under  which  be  did  not  suffer, 
and  in  which  respect  ho  was  entirely  sound  and  healthy.     Now,  aa  the 
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literal  and  spiritual  parts  of  Christianity  cannot  be  considered  by  any 
truly  enlightened  mind  to  be  opposing  or  contending  properties,  any 
more  llifin  the  body  and  soul  of  a  f>erf<^ct  man,  50  therefore  tliere  can 
he  no  necef»5ary  fenr,  that  to  promote  the  right  apprehension  of  the  one 
couJd  endanger  the  safety  of  the  other.  To  say  tliat  except  a  man  has 
the  spirit  of  Christ  he  is  none  of  his,  does  not  gainsay  the  testimony 
that  **  God  was  manifest  in  the  flesh,  seen  of  angels,  believed  on  in  the 
world, received  up  into  glory!'*  and  I  believe  that  the  more  true  spirit- 
ual Christianity  a  man  has*  the  better  he  will  be  qualified  rightly  to 
gee  and  to  estimate  the  doctrines  of  Truth  as  contained  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures  relative  to  the  ootward  coming  and  offices  of  Jesus  Christ; 
and  tor  thi;*  very  reason  I  believe,  and  am  abtmdantly  convinced,  that 
our  predecestior3  had  much  more  of  the  true  faith,  and  had  much 
clearer  Tiews  of  the  meaning  and  standing  of  the  Scriptures,  as  well 
as  of  the  true  divinity  of,  and  the  pur[>ose3  of  the  sufferinga  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour,  than  other  professors  of  that  day,  who  ^vere  making 
a  high  prolesbion  of  their  faith  in  them,  but  many  of  whom  were  want- 
ing in  spiritual  and  vital  religion* 


LETTER    IV. 


ON   THE    SECESSION    IN    AMERICA- 


It  has  been  supposed  by  some,  that  within  the  last  century,  there 
had  been  either  a  defect  in  the  faith  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  as  to 
the  outward  coming  and  atonement  of  Jesus  Christ ;  or  otherwise  not 
enough  of  care  taken  by  ita  ministers  to  lay  sul^icient  stress  upon,  or  to 
allude  sufficiently  to  the  eiBcaey  of  the  .sacritice  of  Christ  without  us,  so 
as  by  that  means  to  keep  up  a  safe  barrier  against  the  inroads  of  in- 
fidelity. I  think  the  latter  was  the  case  with  too  many  in  America, 
and  I  make  no  doubt  that  if  Friends  had  been  timely  aware  of  what 
might  come,  and  what  did  afterwards  come,  they  would  have  been  bel- 
ter guarded  against  it.  But  I  know  not  that  there  was  any  unsound- 
nesa  in  our  Society  there,  until  the  seeds  were  sown  in  the  mind  of  hira 
who  stood  at  the  head  of  the  late  secession,  excepting  only  in  a  very 
few  solitary  individuals.  Nor  do  I  think  that  the  open  infidel  writinga 
of  Paine,  nearly  half  a  century  ago,  had  any  effect  in  shaking  the  faith 
of  Friends  ;  for,  aa  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  these  writings  were 
justly  deprecated  by  them,  and  treated  everywhere  with  the  abhoir* 
renoe  they  justly  merited  ;  but  whether  the  publications  of  Paine,  or 
the  more  artful  and  refined  writings  of  Prieatley,  contamed  the  966d, 
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which  first  fell  on  the  fitly  prepared  ground  :  to  wit,  the  heart  of  the 
first  founder  of  the  American  secession,  I  am  not  prepared  to  deter- 
mine ;  but  through  whatever  medium,  or  whether  only  through  the 
agency  of  satan,  it  seems  that  either  hy  a  lapse  into  spi ritual  pride,  or 
by  some  other  means,  his  heart  was  exceeding  congenial  to  its  growth, 
and  his  natural  talent  and  manner  were  wonderfully  caku luted  to  sup- 
plant truth  unobserved;  as  well  as  for  tlie  first  spreading  the  i&eeds  of  in- 
fidelity. It  seems  however  that  there  were  a  few  prominent  characters 
about  the  same  time*  or  soon  after,  who  were  prepared  to  receive  from 
this  their  leader  those  seeds  of  infidelity.  Hence  through  him  and  ihem 
(men  of  great  influence)  awful  devastation  was  made  in  the  8oci**ty  of 
Friends  in  America  ;  and  however  the  Socinian  doetrine  may  have 
lamentably  spread  far  and  wide  both  in  Europe  and  Americii,  still 
lappreht'nd  that  so  great-  a  schism  or  devastation  in  pro|H>rtion  to  num- 
bers, has  not  been  known  elsewhere,  as  in  the  instance  just  mentioned. 
Here  then  a  question  may  arise,  whether  the  Society  of  Friends,  from 
its  pecuhar  tenets,  or  discipline,  is  more  exposed  to  the  influence  of  such 
doctrines,  than  other  branches  of  the  Christian  church.  To  this  it  may 
be  replied  with  much  confiilence,  tlmt  the  plain,  full,  and  true  doctrines 
of  Friends  are  not  mtire  nearly  allied  to  Socinian  ism  than  are  those  of 
others.  No !  and  if  indeed  the  doctrines  of  this  Society  are  the  genuine 
doctrines  of  primitive  Christianity,  which  we  do  most  eurely  believe, 
then  are  they  fartlipr  from  infidelity  than  any  others. 

Nevertheless,  there  is  no  tloubt  at  all  that  the  devil  envies  those  most 
who  are  the  most  purely  Christian,  and  consequently  presses  them  the 
most  sorely  with  hi?i  temptations,  and  iitris'cs  the  hardest  to  ensnare  and 
drive  them  back  from  their  advanced  ground;  and  upon  this  principle 
we  are  led  to  believe  that  the  temptations  wherewith  he  tempted  the 
author  of  Clyistianiiy,  were  greater  than  those  whereby  he  has  ever 
tempted  men.  By  the  same  rule  he  exerta  his  power  more  against 
good  men  than  against  others,  and  besides,  the  more  good  he  can  despoil 
and  overcome,  the  greater  his  victory  and  exultation.  Rut  however 
great  the  trials  of  those  who  stand  high  in  the  scale  of  profession  may 
be,  siill,  if  it  be  a  profession  to  which  God  hath  called  them,  their  dwell- 
ing being  "  in  the  secret  place  of  the  Most  High,"  they  "  shall  abide 
under  the  shadow  of  the  Ahnighty,*' — and  their  strength  and  their  pro- 
tection will  certainly  l>e  equal  to  the  trials  of  their  day ;  hence  as  their 
feet  abide  upon  the  watch  tower,  their  habitation  will  be  kept  in  safety. 
But  a  mere  profession  of  Christianity  is  altogether  unavailing  in  a 
Quaker  as  in  any  other.  Yet  as  it  regards  the  extent  of  that  derelic- 
tion of  principle  which  befell  so  many  profe^ssing  with  Friends  in 
America,  however  they  may  still  proles.s  to  be  Christians, yet  everyone 
acquainted  with   their  skepticism,  cannot  but  fear  that  ihey  or  their 
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leaders  have  eo  far  abandoned  Christianitj  as  to  forfeit  their  right  of 
benefit  in  the  oiitwnrd  coming  and  propitiatory  sacrifice  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  con,^cquent!y  their  right  in  the  whole  covenant ;  as  all  depends  upon 
that  blessed  sacnfice.  Bnt  it  would  Beem  as  if  the  devil  did  make  a 
kind  of  compromise  with  them,  and  such  too  as  he  had  made  with  none 
other  than  professed  Quakei-s,  for  a-;  their  prineiples  lead  them  to  be- 
lieve in  the  light,  grace,  and  spirit  of  Christianitj,  as  a  distin^lshing 
article,  il  would  seem  that  he  despaired  of  so  managing  with  them,  as 
to  strike  this  olF  at  once  with  the  other  im|M>rtant  part  of  the  gTe4it 
plan,  lie  therefore  suffered  them  still  to  profe^Js  the  spiritual  guidance, 
(which  nevertheless  if  real,  there  h  nothing  that  he  hates  worse.)  well 
knowing  that  if  he  could  induce  a  flat  denial  of  the  proper  divinity  and 
atonement  of  Jesus  Christ  without  them,  that  they  would  not  then,  in 
the  very  nature  of  thing?,  be  sharers  in  the  true  light  of  Christ  within 
them^  and  walk  in  it :  so  that  he  could  now  deceive  them  with  his  false 
radiance,  which  they  should  mistake  for  the  real  light.  For  having 
denied  "  the  Lord  that  bought  thera,"  they  could  not  be  enlightened 
by  him.  Now,  according  to  their  manner  of  thinking  and  reading  too, 
as  they  woykl  of  course  be  looking  for  light  and  spirit  to  guide  them* 
full  opportunity  presented  for  this  fal^e  liglit  of  the  fallen  angels,  and  the 
true  light  being  thus  superseded  by  darkness,  through  unbelief  and 
hardness  of  heart*  there  was  no  power  in  them  to  distinguish  between 
the  true  and  the  false  ;  between  Christ  and  antichrist ;  hence  antichrist 
took  the  lead,  and  his  light  and  his  spirit  became  their  guide!  he,  well 
pleased  enough  with  it,  and  with  their  cry,  which  was  a  continual  reitera- 
tion of  "  the  light !  the  light !  the  spirit !  the  spirit !  " — and  Christ  within 
but  not  withtMt  I  j'ca,  and  proud  and  vaunting  enough  is  he,  to  have 
wrested  from  Christ  his  name  !  and  to  obtain  from  the  ehildi*en  of  men 
the  honor  and  homage  attached  to  their  leader!  glorying  too  in  his  own 
power  of  transformation  and  delusion,  in  making  himself  as  God  and 
sitting  as  God! — Now  in  this  we  see  his  clo\^en  foot  again,  and  his  two- 
fold and  cunning  intention  in  pushing  forward  these  intidel  and  diduded 
professors  to  tlie  cry  of  "  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  !  the  spirit  of  the  Lonl !  '* 
and  filling  their  mouths  continually  with  it,  and  for  this  very  purpose  ; 
that  the  truly  spiritual  Christian,  whom  he  cannot  in  the  same  way  de- 
coy^ may  If  possible,  be  made  to  loathe  the  ver^  name  of  Christ  in 
spirit,  or  "  Christ  within  the  hope  of  glory,"  this  manifestation  of  the 
covenant  being  so  continually  brought  forward  and  taken  in  vain  by 
those  well  known  to  he  antichristians.  Hence  we  see  tlie  art  and  power 
of  the  arch-destroyer  to  contrive  and  form  a  deadly  weapon  with  two 
edges,  calculated  to  cut,  to  wound,  and  to  kill  each  way !  he  tills  the 
mouths  of  Ills  deluded  followers,  both  with  a  cry  against  Christian  re- 
demption, and  at  the  some  time  for  it ;  that  is,  partly  for  and  partly 
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agaiDsl,  in  order  to  divide  Christ;  thug  also  to  divide  and  part  asimder 
bis  people,  and  to  destroy  the  one  half  on  his  right  hand*  and  the  otlier 
half  on  his  left ! 

Thtn  seeing  the  destroyer  has  gone  forth,  let  oil  stand  fast :  far  he 
has  now  hot  di-essed  up  his  old  trick  in  a  new  garb,  in  order  to  play  it 
off  again  upon  the  unwary,  and  those  who  cry  peace.  He  has  insti- 
gated the  Socinian  doctrine  on  the  one  hand  to  take  eapiive  all  lljat  ia 
possible  thereby,  intending  that  those  who  may  escape  it,  .^hall  in  their 
flight  for  refuge  take  shelter  in  the  doetriiies  and  opinions  of  men,  in 
unconditional  assurance,  or  in  the  ilesh  without  the  .*ipirit, — because 
therefore  the  Socinian  or  Hick-^ite  has  sinfully  denied  the  divinity  and 
atonement  of  Christj  shall  we  unnecessarily  and  sinfully  too,  abandon 
everything  eke  relative  to  God's  salvation,  that  so  we  may  establish 
what  they  deny?  as  if  it  were  possible  for  ns  to  obtain  salvation  hy  the 
one  without  llie  other.  And  will  any  he  driven  through  cowardice 
from  a  practical  faith  in  divine  grace*  and  tlie  light  and  spirit  of  the 
gospel,  because  these  peceders  have  illa:?ively  pretended  thereto*  Will 
any  man  be  deterred  from  reverently  naming  and  believing  in  the  holy 
name,  because  the  atheist  chants  it  off  with  scorn  ?  Not  the  true 
Christian,  no ;  for  if  the  very  worst  of  men  deceptively  profess  the  best 
of  things,  that  will  never  occasion  the  true  believer  to  abandon  them, 
oor  if  the  unfaithful  abandon  one  part  of  the  covenant,  prt)fessing  to 
support  the  other,  it  will  never  induce  the  former  to  reverse  it,  for  in 
so  doing  he  would  be  a  covenant  breaker  as  much  as  tlie  other. 

Now,  in  conclusion,  I  would  ask  if  it  is  not  alike  dangerous  to  man 
and  dishonorable  towards  God,  to  deny  tliat  Jesus  Christ  has  done  any- 
thing for  our  Mlvation  without  us,  and  to  deny  that  he  is  doing  any- 
thing for  us,  within  us,  for  the  s^ame  purpose ;  seeing  that  if  we  I'eject 
either  of  these  provisions,  we  cannot  be  saved,  for  we  cannot  so  much 
as  begin  a  good  life,  without  the  application  of  that  great  sacrifice  of  his 
body,  once  made  for  all  men.  Nor  in  the  second  place  can  we  advance 
a  single  day  of  our  lives  in  the  Christian  way  and  warfare  against  sin, 
without  his  presence  and  help  continually  extended  to  us.  The  former 
was  a  mighty  offering  of  his  own  hody,  a  living  sacrifice,  once  made  for 
the  reconciliation  of  man  ;  the  hitter  is  a  continual  extension  and  opera- 
tion of  his  power  and  apiritj  light  and  grace,  perceptibly  working  in  the 
hearts  of  men,  for  their  preservation  and  safe  guidance  through  the 
whole  course  of  their  lives ;  for  however  much  and  long  a  man  may 
have  gone  forward  by  couperating  with  the  spirit  of  God  in  himself, 
yet  he  can  never  witness  preservation  and  a  continuance  in  well-doing 
but  througli  the  power  of  this  grace  and  spirit  of  God  working  in  him 
and  with  him ;  and  if  the  declarations  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
the  apostle  Paul,  be  correct,  man  might  for  want  of  a  continuaace 
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herein,  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  fall  from  a  good  state  Into  one 
from  wliieh  it  would  be  impossible  even  for  tlie  atonement  itself  to  re- 
fitore  him. 


LETTER    V. 

ON  THE    HOLY   SCKIPTURE8. 

MT  DXAR  FRIETfD, 

It  will  be  seen  by  every  rational  well-informed  mind,  that  the  com* 
ptirison  of  two  or  more  things  together  does  not  virtually  diminish  the 
reul  value  of  cither ;  but  affords  a  ready  vray  of  exhibiting,  and  ascer- 
taining, tlie  equal,  or  superior,  or  inferior  properties  of  things  difiering 
both  in  nature  and  kind,  viz :  the  good  and  the  evil ;  and  these  sever- 
ally have  tlieir  degrees;  but  my  present  purpose  will  be  answered  by  a 
brief  recurrence  to  the  good.  On  this  great  scale  is  beheld,  even  by 
us,  short-sighted  aa  we  are,  a  mighty  range  of  vast  extent  from  the 
lowest  lo  the  highest,  in  the  blessed  order  of  God's  assignment ;  for  no 
man  liath  ever  been  able  to  com[>rehend,  or  lo  reach  to  the  higher  de- 
grees of  llie  radii  of  this  mighty  circle:  so  tliat  w^e  see  there  h  room 
for  a  place  and  a  station  for  every  good  thing  in  the  spiritual  as  well  as 
m  the  temporal  economy,  and  that  without  any  interference  or  uifringe- 
ment  upon  each  other.  And  God  standeth  above  all,  and  over  all,  and 
through  allj  and  is  in  all,  and  ordt-reth  all ;  and  in  comparison  of  whom 
there  is  no  created  thing  which  can  be  named  in  the  heaven  above,  or 
the  earth  beneath,  or  under  the  earth,  or  even  all  things  put  together  ; 
they  can  indeed  be  no  more  accounted  of,  than  the  drop  of  the  bucket, 
or  than  the  particles  of  dusl  which  cleave  to  the  balance ;  and  this  is  the 
more  evinced  to  us  by  reflection  on  his  glorious  attributes  of  wisdom 
and  power,  justice  and  mercy,  goodness  and  love,  each  io  itself  un- 
bounded in  extent;  yet  in  him  all  are  comprehended,  each  of  itself 
filling  all  things,  yet  each  clearly  distinct ;  all  in  harmony,  and  what  is 
wonderful,  all  ai'e  one,  and  that  one  is  God,  and  each  of  tficse  bears 
witness  lo  the  wliole,  and  God  in  each  records  his  mighty  power,  and 
testifies,  and  manifests  himself  in  all.  He,  Jehovah,  is  seen  of  angels, 
but  he  has  abo  manifested  himself  unto  man  ;  and^  which  all  believers 
acknowledge,  he  has  not  only  manifested  himself,  but  also  the  knowl- 
edge of  his  will,  and  that  too  at  sundry  times  and  in  divers  manners. 

But  as  it  regards  the  ways  and  means  by  which  God,  through  Jesus 
Christ,  has  revealed  his  will  in  former  time*,  or  at  least  as  resjiectfi  the 
adaptation  of  those  ways  and  means  to  the  minds  of  men  in  the  present 
day,  there  appears  to  be  a  great  difference  of  opinion  between  us  aa 
a  people,  and  other  professing  Christians^ — which  difference   Robert 


Barclay  in  bis  apology  for  the  true  Christiiin  divinity,  has  set  forth  in 
a  clear,  cogent,  anil  scriptural  manner.  He  has  in  that  work  answered 
tiie  great  <piestirm,  whether  thai  (irinciple  tvJiicli  contains  the  light, 
graces  -xpirit,  and  laitli  of  ihe  ^o^pt'l,  or  tire  Bible,  is  tlie  tirst  aiul  best 
leader  and  eoniroll»."r  of  the  Christian's  lil'e  ami  practice  ;  and  he  litis 
fairly  made  the  Bible  lo  decide  lhi'4  question  ttself.  None  need  do  more 
than  bimply  quote  all  the  passages  from  the  Scriptures  which  sjjeak  in 
favor  of  iKjtli  these  position^!,  antl  there  will  certainly  he  found  a  great 
prcijonderante  in  favor  of  tlie  ground  taken  by  otir  early  Friends,  and 
taken  fdso  l»y  the  apoeitleii,  in  following  the  directions  of  our  Lord,  as 
to  the  guidance  of  his  spirit,  and  its  ofieration  upon  men's  hearts.  And 
I  would  indeed  that  all  wlio  may  have  any  doubts  on  thi?  point — might 
first  read  the  New  Testament  carefully  through  wit!i  candor,  and  an 
eye  to  the  subject,  and  then  examine  Robert  Barclay's  pro|josition  on 
the  same  subject,  when  the  coincidence  will  be  readily  Been.  But 
though  ll<jbert  Barclay  hits  clearly  and  unanswerably  demonstrated 
thiis,  I  wivuld  suggest  the  following  queries  for  the  consideration  of  all 
inquirers; — 

1st.  Can  the  Scriptures,  or  did  they  ever,  save  ajiy  one  without  the 
fipirit  ? 

2d.  Is  a  pcr;?on  called  to  the  work  of  the  ministry  by  the  Scriptures, 
or  by  the  spirit  of  Jesuw  Christ  ? 

3d.  Is  a  man  brought  under  a  concern  to  go  from  one  place  to  an- 
other to  preach  the  gospel,  by  the  Scriptures,  or  by  the  constraining 
power  of  llie  :^pirit  and  love  of  Jesus  Christ? 

4th,  And  when  he  h  arrived  at  the  place  assigned,  and  h  a:i'?emhled 
with  the  people^  is  it  not  the  spirit  of  Christ  that  truly  (mtolds  the 
Scriptures,  and  bring-*  to  view  the  state  of  men,  either  in  the  words  of 
Scripture,  or  in  some  other  suiliible  langnage  ? 

oth.  And  when  a  professed  mini.^ter  preaches  in  any  of  our  meeting?, 
bis  doctrines  not  being  repuguant  to  the  letter  of  the  Scripture*,  are 
the  elders  or  others  to  judge  by  the  Scripltire^*  or  by  the  Spirit  of  Truth, 
whether  his  ministry  is  from  the  right  spring  or  not  ? 

6th.  Did  not  the  Jews  think  I  hey  had  eternal  life  in  the  Scriptures, 
and  yet  would  not  come  unto  Christ  tliat  they  might  have  life  ? 

Finally,  Christ  the  Lord,  is  the  minister  and  leader  of  his  peojde, 
(others  as  well  a*  ministers,)  for  they  do  believe  the  truth  of  his  gracious 
words,  that  he  /*  wU/i  them^  and  dweUeth  in  tliem,  and  girdeth  thecn,  and 
bringeth  all  things  tu  their  remembrance;  mid  they  know  him  and  his 
words  which  he  spake  in  the  days  of  his  llesh,  lo  be  unequivocal  and 
true,  and  not  feigned  words,  or  vain  pretensions.  They  know  too,  by 
blcsseii  experience,  that  tireir  faith  in  Him,  their  leader^  is  a  praeticul 
and  living  principle^ — that  it  is  not  a  mere  theory;  aud  they  iind,  this 
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Hvintrcxperioncc  eonfinrKHl  fo  them  by  literal  leslitnonies  from  the  Scrip- 
lure?.  Hence  they  are  cnal>Ie<l  liviiigly  to  Wlieve  the' Scripture?,  and  lo 
a!i.*i|T:n  ihern  their  proper  phu^-c  ;  or  rather  to  allow  them  to  take  their  own 
etaticm  anJ  allotment  in  tlie  blessed  schedule  of  Go^l*!*  provitlence, 
declarin;^  themselves  to  be  *'  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  eor- 
reetion,  for  instruction  in  righteousness/'  and  that  through  faith  tliey 
iire  able  to  make  u?  wijte  unto  salvation  ;  where  too  he  ha'i  aho  placed 
them,  and  where  they  acknowledge  themselves  to  have  been  phteet]. 
Hereby  those  who  attempt  to  put  them  io  the  place  of  the  immediiite 
and  life-giving  instruction  of  the  spirit  of  Christ,  are  not  ti*ue  and  g^en- 
nine  believerst  of  the  fulh  fair,  and  irrefragable  testimony  of  the  Holy 
Scripture?,  as  it  relates  to  the  question  before  m.  In  making  a  com- 
parison of  the  bb^ssed  spirit  of  the  gospel  with  the  Scriptures  of  truth, 
there  is  nothing  lost  to  them  ;  for  placing  it  above  them  is  no  diminu- 
tion of  their  excellency,  nor  of  their  character  ;  nor  can  there  be  any 
dishonor  brought  to  the  sacred  writincfs,  by  placing  the  all  mnnitesting 
spirit,  and  light,  and  gi'^ice  of  God,  thmugh  our  Loi-d  Je.^ns  Christ, 
over  and  above  them  in  the  rightftjl  order  of  God's  manifestations  and 
provisions  for  the  children  of  men.  Nay  !  truly,  it  cannot  be  deroga- 
tory lo  the  Scriptures,  nor  to  any  other  creature  here  below,  to  place  the 
second  Adam^  the  I^rd  from  heaven,  the  fjuickening  spirit,  above 
them  ;  and  it  may  be  presumed  that  no  person  who  believes  in,  and  b 
dje^poj^d  willingly  and  sclf-denyingly  to  wait  from  time  to  time^  for  the 
coming  of  tlie  Lord  fi*om  heaven^  the  quickening  spirit,  will  be  di^|H>^ed 
to  give  the  pmference  lo  aught  which  h  beneath  the  power,  and  the  life, 
the  covering;  and  the  instruction  ;  proceeding  from  it:  for  the;*e  know  it 
to  be  their  Alpha  and  Omega,  truly  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  aU 
their  Christian  movements  ;  but  ihij^  would  never  authorize  any  one  in 
the  k'ust  to  believe  or  act  contrary  to  the  Scriptures,  which  are  a 
blessed  revelation  of  the  will  of  God. 

If  we  compare  the  Scritiiure.^  with  the  writings  of  our  early  Friends, 
there  will  be  nothing  lost  to  the  latter  by  placing  the  former  above 
them,  and  in  the  higlier  sphere  of  that  exalted  rank,  where  they  do 
deservedly,  and  ever  ought  tt)  stand,  far  above  all  modem  writings,  for 
several  considerations  which  are  well  detined  by  Rol>ert  Barclay.  For 
as  the  Scrli»lures,  being  auihentic  and  true,  place  themselves  l)elow 
Christ  and  his  blessed  Spirit,  so  the  writings  of  our  wortliy  pretleces- 
sors  being  also  true,  place  themselves  meekly  and  modestly,  entirely 
below  the  holy  Scriptyres — a  connect  position. 

Now,  theretbre,  as  the  Scriptures  are  true  and  authentic  in  word  and 
doctrine,  and  stand  above  all  other  writings,  we  may  fully  admit  them 
to  be  the  only  outwanl,  fit  rule  and  atandartl  by  which  all  the  profu?*- 
sors  of  Chrijfitianity   may  prove  and  try  their  doctrines ;   and  more 
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especially,  where  thai  Spm'l  which  trieth  the  spirits,  is  not  so  well 
known  iirni  umlcTitooJ.  Thi^oulwai^l  ttial  being  then  generally  agreed 
to  by  ail,  is  a  tictisurc  of  inesUmuble  value,  uiid  the  more  so,  bccauiie  it 
instructs  ihera  of  llie  [nircliase  of  their  reilerajition,  and  emphatically 
directs  all  to  the  light  and  gmce  of  God,  ihrough  die  gospul ;  which 
are  the  very  tilings  that  our  tbrefather:?  and  we  as  a  people  have  in- 
sisted on.  But  we  see,  neverthuleds,  that  for  wiuit  of  a  perreelly  single 
eye  to  the  light  of  Christ,  some  of  the  doctrinei  of  this  perfect  telandard 
are  nriisconstnied  and  differently  iiiidei'stood,  so  that  C'linjstendom  has 
become  divided  inio  divers  denominations,  and  each  of  these  denomina- 
tions has  a  creed  or  confession  of  faith  fjeouhar  to  itself,  and  tbundej, 
as  it  is  ^supposed,  upon  a  right  understanding  of  tlit;  Scri[>tures  ;  every 
individual  member,  therefi>re,  of  these  ditTcrent  sects  feels  himself 
bound  to  believe  and  support  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel  as  underslood 
by  his  ovm  society ;  and  such  u  surely  his  duty,  if  he  believes  with  all 
his  hesu't  that  they  are  correct.  But  whenever  any  member  of  a  i*t?lig- 
ious  body  aincerely  thinks  llmt  he  has  ffumd  important  errors  in  the 
fundamental  doctrines  of  his  own  people,  it  then  becomes  hts  duty  openly 
and  candidly  to  say  to  them,  **  Tlmt  such  and  such,  being  your  faith, 
and  such  and  such  mine,  I  must  therefore  separate  myself  from  you, 
my  views  having  become  established,  and  my  duly  prompting  me  to 
open  them  to  you,  and  before  all  men,  and  not  knowing  but  as  ye  are 
many  and  I  am  but  one,  that  ye  are  still  more  correct  tl»an  I,  I  am 
re?olved,  therefore,  to  take  no  secret  mciisures,  nor  to  use  any  biddi^n 
influn.'nce,  to  draw  yon  unawares  into  my  opinion  ;  knowing  as  I  do, 
that  the  purity  and  integrity  of  the  gospel  is  such,  tliat  no  end,  hovv- 
€ver  seemingly  good,  enn  sanctify  any  deceptive  means  to  draw  vota- 
ries to  its  support," 

Candifl  ami  Christian  was  tbe  way  taken  by  our  early  Friends  to 
gather  and  estublish  a  society  coinciding  with  their  own  views;  they 
maintained  honest,  manly  ground;  for  their  objerl  was  not  a  perversion 
of  right  priu€i[>les,  but  a  fair  and  luci<l  exhibition  of  them  in  the  wry 
face  of  day.  Far  different  were  the  subtle  movements  of  the  seceders 
i'Fom  Friends  in  America  ;  they  endeavored,  with  all  the  art  and  cun- 
ning in  their  power,  secretly  to  gain  and  to  proselyte  the  unwary,  to 
their  new-fanglerl  systera  of  inlhlelity.  How  m»ich  more  honorable  to 
have  come  out  into  broad  daylight,  and  fjroclaimed  iheir  viens,  invit- 
ing others  to  their  standard.  There  might  have  been  honor  in  such 
measures,  though  practised  by  infidels. 

The  subject  before  ua,  my  dear  friend,  is  one  of  deep  importance, 
(even  the  right  assignment  of  the  place  of  the  holy  Scriptures^)  when 
we  contemplate  the  great  consequences  whieh  await  the  retaining  or 
uUandoiimeut  of  apostolic  ground ;  the  ground  takeu  by  our  predecessori* 
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in  profei^sion,  and  which  they  supported  with  re^rd  to  ihe  compara- 
tive rank  of  llie  spirit  of . Testis  CkrisL  and  the  Scriptures;  for  it  would 
not  require  murh  foresight  and  sngacity  to  gee,  that  if  we  as  a  people^ 
were  to  cliniij:*'  the  plnre  of  the  Scriptures,  nnd  exalt  them  nhove,  and 
put  them  ill  the  place  of  (lie  le.nehing  of  the  spirit  of  Christ,  that  it 
muat  inevitably,  and  that  hefore  long,  completely  overturn  and  change 
our  ancient  faith  and  practice,  conrerning  both  silent  worship,  and  the 
need  there  is  of  a  continually  renewed  qualiticutiou  in  a  gospel  minis- 
ter :  two  very  prominent  nnd  important  doctrines  of  the  Christian 
religion.  They  are  indeed  the  true  doctrines  of  the  gospel  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jetius  Christ ;  and  they  had  been  virtually  witnessed  by 
the  real  worRhippers  and  fnithftil  messengers  in  all  the  previous  ages 
of  the  world,  who  waited,  spoke,  and  wrote  as  they  were  moved  by  the 
Holy  Ghoiit.  The  knowledge  and  true  experience  of  the^e  doctrines  had 
been  very  much  lost,  even  since  the  more  refulgent  dawning  of  goispel 
lij^ht  upon  the  sons  of  men,  until  they  were  proclaimed,  and  the  true, 
Ptaiulard  was  again  raised  and  .supported  through  much  pain  and  suf- 
fering by  George  Fox  and  hi^  cotemporaries ;  and  the  ,-?arae  doctrines 
continue  to  be  acknowledged  by  their  suecesaora  in  faith  down  to  the 
pre-^ent  day.  Yet  it  is  lamentable  that  these  doctrines  remain  to  be 
peculiar  to  the  society  of  Frieiids,  and  that  they  only  (it  is  believed) 
as  a  body,  are  found  experimentally  and  livingly  to  teach  and  to  prac- 
tise them. 

Iniisniuch  then  as  men,  by  silently  waiting  upon  Grod,  may  happtlj 
altnin  strength  and  instruction,  *o  they  can  thereby  do  more  towards 
pulling  down  the  strongholdi*  of  j=in  and  Satan  ;  therefore  his  eiunity  is 
the  more  excited,  and  his  running  the  more  exercised  to  allure  them 
from  tliis  blessed  ground  ;  for  finding  his  attempts  to  drive  them  by 
violence  from  the  truth,  to  be  in  vain,  he  now  very  insidiously  resorts 
to  art  find  intrigue  ;  he  is  very  plausible  with  them,  seeking  if  he  can, 
to  relax  their  direct  hold  upon  Go<l,  and  their  dependence  singly  on 
him.  He  asks  but  small  concession!;  at  once,  and  axhiiits  something 
that  shall  very  nearly  resemble  the  right  thing,  and  yet  not  he  iho 
thing  itst'lf ;  he  gives  it  a  good  name,  alleging  its  necessity,  and  extol- 
ling lis  advantages.  And  however  the  jidvcrsary^  hates  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures, and  would  induce  men  to  disbelieve  them  altogether,  still,  when 
he  cannot  effect  this  purpose,  iU8_like  himself,  to  exalt  thero  Jn  name, 
even  above  their  right  order  and  true  standing,  that  so  he  may  dis- 
hotior  Chri:^! ;  hence  he  would  place  the  Scriptures  instead  of,  or 
befbre  the  instructions  of  Christ's  spirit,  casting  a  shade  of  <larkne4S 
over  men's  minds,  and  over  the  true  faith  of  the  gospel,  suhtilely  sug- 
gesting the  impriicticahility  of  a  direct  leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
thus  inducing  ministers  to  abandon  that  tiesh-paining  exenii^e  of  wait- 
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ing  for  lbe-piDmi£5_of^lhe  fallicr,  and  setting  ihem  to  workj  to  ^preach 
die  letter  only  instead  of  Cbrkt  Jesus  in  the  demonstnition  of  the  spirit, 
and  with  j)o\ver;  hent'o  by  degrces  he  would  in  time,  bo  thoroughly 
chaiigu  and  remove  this  holy  grouiid  of  our  standln*^,  that  It  might 
finally  be  abandoned  altogether ;  which  must  indeed  unavoidably  he  the 
case  if  we  misplace  the  Scriptures^  (as  some  other  professors  do,}  by 
putting  them  as  our  instructor  before  the  Spirit ;  then  wouhl  </ur  wor- 
ship, our  ministry,  aod  our  forms,  become  like  theirs  ! 

LETTER   Vr. 


OK   PLAINNESS    AND    SELF-DENIAL. 

MT   DKAR   FRIEND, 

My  mind  has  often  been  brought  into  much  painful  exercise  on  ae- 
coant  of  the  many  departures  from  the  wholesome  Christians  testimo- 
niea  of  simplicity  and  plainness;  testimonies  faithfully  upheld  liy  the 
.Society  of  Friends  in  its  earlier  days,  and  times  of  its  greater  purity  ; 
leading  to  humihty  and  meekness,  and  to  the  avoiding  of  pride  and 
high-mindedne^s.  There  is  no  ditRcnlty  in  ascertaining  from  whence 
tLese  testimonies  were  drawn  by  our  early  Friends,  even  from  Jesus 
Christ  himself,  that  great  example  of  meekness  and  .self-tleiiial ;  and  the 
source  too  from  whence  every  wholesome  admonition,  and  good  and  per- 
fect gift  are  received;  and  if  through  all  good  eonseienee  we  will  *'ob- 
ier\'e  whatsoever  he  commandeth  us,  even  to  foUuw  him  ;  "  and  what  the 
apoistle.*  preached  and  observed  also,  we  shall  fiad  it  nei?dfal  to  make  a 
stand  agaipst  the  insidious  pursuils  of  vanity,  and  a  worldly  spirit,  and 
a  nurturing  of  the  %vill  of  the  flesh.  The  apostle  declared  that  **  the 
grace  of  G*ul  which  bringeth  salvation,"  teacheth  (also)  the  "  denying 
of  ungodliness  and  the  world'*?  lusts/'  and  this  truth,  with  the  dedara- 
tions  of  Christ  himself,  to  wit^  "if  any  man  will  be  my  disciple,  It^t  him 
deuy  himself  and  take  up  his  daily  cross  and  follow  me,"  and  **  take  my 
yoke  upon  you,  ami  leani  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  low  of  heart,*' 
And  that  of  coming  to  be  a  disciple  of  Christ  and  wearing  his  yoke 
I'llriiigs  us  to  the  denying  of  what  anotfier  apostle  calls  "  the  hist  of  the 
flesh,  the  lust  of  the  eye,  and  the  pride  of  life  ?"  atid  it  is  by  this  prac- 
tical self-denial  that  the  followers  of  Christ  are  distinguished  from  other 
people;  it  is  not  what  men  say,  or  profess,  that  makes  the  true  dis- 
tinctive character,  for  n  man  may  think  nmch,  and  believe  much,  and 
rely  much  u|Miu  the  sufferings  of  Christ  upon  the  cross,  and  at  tho 
same  time  be  an  utter  enemy  to  the  cross  of  Christ,  as  it  regards  hb 
own  pra»:tical  endurarjce  of  it,  a  thing  indispensable  to  a  tlisciple  of 
Christ  ;  and  it  is  veiy  eviflent,  that  there  can  be  no  true  follower, 
without  possessing  so  much  of  tlie  spirit  and  [lower  of  the  cross,  U9 
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will  work  in  him  to  the  mortifying  of  the  deeib  of  ihe  body ;  to  die 
sanctifying  of  the  spirit,  (Kmi  to  the  stibjugation  of  the  will  of  the  fle^b, 

AikI  a  ^ood  degree  of  tliis  experience  is  undoubtedly  witnessed  by 
individuals  under  different  denominations ;  but  the  Soeiety  of  Friends 
from  the  lirat,  found  it  needful  lu  adhere  to  greater  purity  of  manners 
than  other  professors  Imd  done,  in  oixler  to  be  more  perfect  followers  of 
his  example,  aa  well  as  of  his  doctrine  of  the  strait  and  narrow  way 
which  leads  to  life;  bcdieving  indeed  the  verity  and  truth  of  his  sayings; 
and  that  his  doctrines  of  ihe  cross  are  unequivocal;  and  finding  by 
practice  too,  that  the  bearing  of  bis  cross  patiently  and  honestly,  did 
in  very  deed,  work  to  the  mortifying  of  the  deeds  of  the  flesh ;  henoe 
as  a  [>eople  we  have  seen  moiHi  citarly  than  others  the  necessity  of 
"  always  hearing  about  in  the  iMxly,  the  dying  of  ihe  Lord  Je^ns*  thai 
the  life  also  of  Jesus  might  be  made  manifest  in  our  body,"  ^  For  we 
which  iive»  are  always  delivered  unto  death  for  Jesns'  sake,  that  the 
life  also  of  Jesus  might  be  made  manitest  in  our  mortal  flesh.  2  Cor. 
iv.  10,  11." 

Whatever  then  may  be  the  practices  or  sayings  of  other?,  we  feel 
bound  faithfully  to  adhere  to  the  commands  and  doctrines  of  Christ  and 
his  apostles  as  recorded  in  holy  writ,  as  well  as  to  the  word  of  Go<Vs 
grace  in  otir  hcarti?,  to  the  denying  of  all  desires  after  the  maxims  ami 
manners,  fashions  iind  eustoms,  of  this  vain  worM  And  as  this  was  a 
subject  not  unworthy  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  his  apostles,  in  his  ntic! 
their  preaching  and  personal  simplicity>  none  will  do  well  in  charging 
his  more  scrupuloits  followers  with  iiarrow-mindednes?,  because  of  iheif 
conformity  to  the  doctrine  anil  practice  of  Christ  and  his  ajwsilcs ; 
seeing  that  every  one  of  his  disciples  should  conscientiously  keep  hta 
commandments,  and  follow  his  example  of  meekness  and  hutniliiy. 
Nor  let  liny  one  be  deterred  from  the  practice  of  a  self-denying  life 
because  he  may  sometimes  see  traditional  or  hyiH>crilieal  professors 
trusting  in  a  form  of  godliness  without  the  power;  for  there  is  not  one 
of  the  Christian  virtues,  but  attempLs  have  been  made  to  counterfeit  it; 
and  tliey  also  who  make  such  attem[>ts  are  enemies  to  the  crxiss  of 
Christ  and  liim  crucified,  which  is  the  power  of  Go<l,  and  wisdom  of 
Grod,  ami  which  also  the  apostle  told  one  of  the  churches,  he  was  re- 
solved only  to  know  amongst  them. 

There  was  I  think  more  than  one  reason  wliy  the  peculiar  and  prim- 
itive testimonies  of  plainness  were  given  to.  and  upheld  by  the  Society 
of  Friends;  and  first,  because  they  are  congenial  lo  the  very  natui'^  of 
Christianity  in  its  purest  form,  and  agree  better  with  its  other  testimo- 
nies. And  secondly,  because  if  conscientiously  maintained,  they  wouhl 
serve  to  exhihit  this  constant  acknowledgment  to  the  world,  "  1  am  the 
Loi-d*s  ! "     And  thirdly,  because  it  would  be  an  enclosure  round  about 
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the  tender  plants  of  a  risking  gpni^mtion  ;  for  by  observing  tlic?e  pecru- 
liaritk'ij  In  language,  manners,  and  appearance,  there  would  not  be  that 
inclinjitioa  to  mix  ffliniUarJy  with  others  ;  and  this  has  pro%"ed  to  our 
beloved  youth  a  groat  preservation  from  the  corn»ptioni  and  vanities 
of  Uie  world.  Ill  this  }K)iiit  of  view,  the  benetit  to  our  Society  baa 
been  ineaU'uliible;  for  though  it  is  not  the-se  peculiarities  of  plainness 
that  caiiee  us  to  be  fruitful,  yet  by  them  as  an  encloaure,  the  fruit  may  be 
kept  fn>ni  being  devoiii^d.  It  is  the  good  soil  of  the  gaiilen,  well  col- 
tivaled,  that  hringetli  forth  tlie  fruit,  but  it  is  the  fenced  wjill  of  God's 
piTovidcn»!e  round  about,  tliat  keepeth  it  from  being  devoured  by  the 
erealnres  without. 

And  so  far  is  this  testimony  from  being  a  burden  or  a  hardship,  it 
b  throusrh  the  gift  of  Ilim  wlvo  helpeth,  a  ehoice  blessing  from  his  liand, 
and  a  bh^s^ing  too,  whirb  if  we  as  a  peojde  shoiiki  begin  to  despise  and 
lightly  esteem,  God  will  in  his  displeasure  perhaps  remove  from  us.  Yea, 
and  if  the  vine  which  he  has  planted,  when  he  looked  for  grapes,  should 
be  found  bringing  forth  only  wild  grapes,  he  will  certainly  remove  this 
safe  cnelo^ure,  and  suffer  the  wild  beast  to  tread  it  down  ;  and  he  will 
al^^o  eommanrl  the  clouds  that  they  should  rain  no  ruin  upon  it. 

And  as  a  Bmall  leak,  if  sutTered  to  continue,  will  sink  a  ship,  however 
good  and  richly  laden,  and  as  a.  small  bj-each  in  the  enclosure  of  the 
vineyard,  however  fruUful,  will  let  in  the  devourer,  so  I  believe  if  I  his 
testimony,  (however  small  any  may  deem  it,)  should  be  abandoned,  it 
would  greatly  endanger  our  safety.  Yea,  and  if  the  boundaries  of  de- 
markation  between  this  peojdc  and  others,  as  exhibitpd  in  our  peculiar 
testimonies,  weit?  removed,  or  suflered  to  go  down  throiigli  the  fear  of 
controversy  or  of  singidarity  ;  then  should  we  be  prepared  to  go  back, 
and  mingle  again  with  others,  and  that  definite  and  honomble  charac- 
teristie  by  which  we  have  lieen  known  and  distinguished  from  nil  others, 
would  be  seen  and  known  no  more.  Hence  I  consider  it  highly  impor- 
tant to  be  ourselves  faithful,  and  (o  train  up,  and  instruct  our  families 
in  these  Christian  testimonies,  and  other  dtjctrines  of  Christ,  by  a  con- 
stant exhibition  of  this  good  and  comely  order  and  example,  as  well  as 
by  clear,  plain  argument,  and  open  and  full  declamtioii  of  the  hojie 
within  us. 

And  if  the  true  ground  of  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  in  its 
primitive  purity,  as  seen  by  us,  cannot  be  flupported  wit/tout  contro- 
versy, then  let  it  be  done  in  the  meekness  and  wisdom  of  tTeaus  Ay  con- 
ti'oversy  ;  for  the  cause  of  the  blessed  Truth  is  worthy  both  of  contro- 
versy, and  of  a  warfare  too,  under  the  banners  of  the  Prince  of  Peace. 
And  to  strengthen  the  minds  of  any»  who  might  be  wavering,  we  may 
well  refer  them  to  the  steady  and  unabating  exercises  and  advice  of 
the  Yearly  Meeting  in  London,  for  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  (illy 
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years  pnst ;  a  bcxly  which  has  extended  iU  concern  and  care  orer  the 
wliolii  Society,  for  ila  preservation  in  the  meekness,  simplicity,  and  pu- 
rity of  I  he  gospel,  and  which,  in  point  of  religious  knowlcijge,  Chris- 
tian autliorily,  and  weight  of  churacter,  has  never  been  exceeded  in  the 
CliriiJtiiiii  world,  since  its  establishment. 

And  now  my  dear  friend»  in  ttie  conchision  of  these  lettei'St  I  may  well 
say*  that  they  have  been  written  in  the  feeling  of  that  love  which  know- 
eth  no  bound:? ;  nnd  which  Imth  for  its  object  the  true  happiness  and  sal- 
vation of  all ;  desiring  that,  a^  1  have  written  them  in  simplicity  and  ten- 
derness of  spirit,  thou  wonldst  permit  them  to  receive  a  fX)rtion  of  thy 
consideration.  I  feel  a  fervent  solicitude  that  all  may  stand  fast  in  ihe 
Lord,  and  hold  the  profession  of  their  fmtl*  without  wavering,  cleaving 
to  the  blessed  TnUit,  and  submitting  to  its  humbling  power;  and  thank- 
fully receiving  every  provision  of  Goirs  pj-ovidenec,  which  h  dispensed 
to  us  in  common  with  others,  and  holding  fast  loo  those  which  have  been 
in  a  more  peculiar  manner  mercifully  committed  to  usj  as  the  testimo- 
nies atnl  statutes  of  the  Jjord  were  to  a  people  formerly.  Then  might 
we  not  hU  well  say,  *'  Woe  is  me^  that  I  sojourn  in  Mesechj  that  I  dweU 
in  the  tents  of  Kedar,"  even  in  the  land  of  Midian,  for  the  crown  of  his 
pride  must  be  reduced  in  Jacob;  yea,  and  it  must  be  brought  down  in 
Israel :  and  again  :  though  E^au  be  thy  brother*  and  tlie  Ijonl  hath 
planted  him  upon  his  high  mountain,  and  given  him  a  [dace  in  the 
earth,  yet  Isniel  must  not  dwell  with  him,  nor  abide  there,  for  he  must 
dwell  alone.  And  behold  Moab  also,  his  kinsman,  for  neither  shall  he 
join  himself  unto  Moali,  however  multiplied  hh  burnt-ofFerings,  and 
exalted  his  sacrifices  upon  his  high  places  ;  for  Isnvel  must  abide  in  his 
tent,  yea,  even  in  his  lowly  tabernacle  a  little  longer,  until  the  indigna- 
tion be  overpast ;  for  the  Lord  is  his  tent  and  his  tabernacle,  and  it 
was  he  that  l]i*st  led  him  forth  and  allotted  to  him  his  possessions  in  the 
valleys,  a^id  a?  the  trees  of  lign  aloes  hath  he  planted  bim  in  Jus  ganlcn 
enclosed,  and  made  him  fruitfol  as  by  the  river  aide  ;  and  if  he  will  be 
content  to  dwell  in  the  land  where  the  Lord  his  God  has  planteil  htm, 
and  keep  his  statutes,  then  the  Lord  will  blesa  him  still,  in  the  midst 
of  the  nations,  and  he  will  c^use  that  no  enchantment  nor  divination 
sliall  {»rcvail  against  him,  and  so  sludl  he  abide  as  a  labernacle  that 
shall  not  be  taken  down.  And  though  many  may  forsake  him  and 
despise  him,  because  he  is  small,  and  his  dwelling  is  in  a  low  place, 
and  Ivecause  the  glory  of  this  world  shineth  not  upon  the  ark  of  his 
testimonies,  yet  let  him  not  be  dismayed,  the  Lord  is  his  light  and  God 
his  glory  ;  and  he  vflW  encamp  round  about  him ;  and  his  righteousness 
shall  "  go  forth  as  brightness  *'  and  his  *•  aalvation  as  a  lamp  that 
bumeth  I  " 

THE    END, 
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